
• What is asbestos?
• Where asbestos may be found

• How to address it

Asbestos 
IN YOUR HOME

(414) 286-3280

WHERE ASBESTOS IS FOUND

These locations are common areas 
that may contain asbestos. 

EXTERIOR 
Siding/panels such as slate or transite; 
stucco; roofing felts, flashings and 
shingles; tars and some asphalt-based 
siding products. 
 
INTERIOR 
Plaster; ceiling tiles; sprayed, troweled or 
textured ceilings and walls; sheet vinyl 
floor covering, vinyl tile, and mastic. 
 
HEATING AND MECHANICAL SYSTEMS 
Some furnaces and boilers may have 
asbestos in between the brick walls for 
insulation; duct wrap or tape; gaskets in 
furnace access doors, and pipe wrap for 
steam or hot water pipes.

Upon request, this material is available in alternative formats  
for individuals with disabilities. Please contact (414) 286-3475  
or ADACoordinator@milwaukee.gov. 
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WHERE TO FIND US:

Zeidler Municipal Building
841 N Broadway, Room 105

Milwaukee, WI 53202

Tel: (414) 286-3280
Fax: (414) 286-0437

milwaukee.gov/asbestos

Environmental Section

PERMIT APPLICATION:
MILWAUKEE.GOV/ASBESTOSPERMIT

APPLY ONLINE AT:
MILWAUKEE.GOV/LMS

OR FAX/EMAIL THE PERMIT  TO DNS 



What is asbestos?

Do I have to remove it?
The presence of asbestos does not mean 
that removal is necessary. If the ACM is badly 
damaged, removal may be required. If the ACM 
is undamaged, repair may be an option. “In 
place” management is a possible solution for 
undamaged ACM. 

Asbestos is a naturally occuring mineral fiber. 
Until the 1970s, asbestos was commonly used 
in building materials and insulation. Health 
risks including cancer have been connected to 
damaged asbestos materials. If damaged or 
disturbed, the fibers in Asbestos Containing 
Materials (ACM) may become airborne which 
causes an elevated health risk. 

The only method to determine if a material 
contains asbestos is to have a sample of the 
substance analyzed by a certified laboratory. 

Options for Asbestos Management

Undamaged Asbestos
 Steps for “in place” management in your home: 

• Have a survey done to identify ACM

• If repairs become necessary, take prompt 
and proper action to prevent fiber release. 

Repair Damaged Asbestos

Repair of damaged asbestos may be done by 
the homeowner of an owner-occupied single 
family unit. However, it is highly recommended 
to hire a certified company to remove any 
damaged ACM. Owners of multi-unit structures 
must have the work done by a certified 
asbestos professional. Current regulations do 
not require the removal of ACM from a home 
before the sale of the property. 

What to expect from an 
asbestos professional:
• A detailed plan of the project
• Precautionary measures to be 

instituted during the project
• The name of the landfill where 

asbestos will be taken for proper 
disposal

Remove Damaged Asbestos

If removal of damaged asbestos is necessary, 
the City of Milwaukee recommends that 
a certified asbestos professional be hired. 
A professional must be hired for multi-
unit structures, or if not owner-occupied. 
In addition, a permit is required from the 
Department of Neighborhood Services if 
any asbestos work is in excess of 260 linear 
ft or 160 ft2 in a property that contains more 
than two units or if removal of an asbestos 
insulated boiler is involved in any residence. 
Asbestos regulations require that only those 
involved in the actual asbestos removal be 
allowed in the immediate work area. 

The permit application is found online at: 
milwaukee.gov/asbestospermit

• A receipt or waste disposal 
manifest certifying that disposal 
has occured

• Air clearance test results, which 
indicate that the work has been 
done properly and the area is safe to 
reoccupy

• A copy of the state certification 
card for each worker


