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Telephone:  (414) 286-3491 - Fax:  (414) 286-8445 - Milwaukee.gov/election 

 

City 
of 

Milwaukee Election Commission 

Commissioners 

Terrell Martin, Chair 

Patricia Ruiz-Cantu 

Douglas Haag 

  

Executive Director 

Claire Woodall-Vogg 

Meeting of the City of Milwaukee Board of Election Commissioners 
 

Virtual: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89433693983?pwd=ZjBtQjlLR3ptd3plaDEzRTd3dzAxdz09  

 
Passcode: 353170 

Or One tap mobile :  
    US: +13126266799,,89433693983#,,,,*353170#  or 
+16465588656,,89433693983#,,,,*353170#   
Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 312 626 6799  or +1 646 558 8656  or +1 301 715 8592  or +1 346 248 7799  or 
+1 669 900 9128  or +1 253 215 8782  
Webinar ID: 894 3369 3983 
Passcode: 353170 

 
AMENDED MEETING AGENDA 

 
Amended on 1/15/22 based upon the challenges and corrections filed by 5:00pm on 1/14/22. 

 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to state law that the Board of Election Commissioners, City 
of Milwaukee, will hold a public meeting Monday, January 17, 2022, at 5:00 pm.  The 
meeting will be virtual due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Review of Certification of Candidates for 2022 Special Election for Mayor 

a. Review of Ieshuh Griffin’s two corrective affidavits 

 
Closed Session 
The Commission may adjourn into closed session under the provisions of Wisconsin Statutes 
Section 19.8 (1)(a) for the purpose of deliberating concerning a case which was the subject of 
any judicial or quasi-judicial trial or hearing before the Commission. At the conclusion of the 
closed session, the Commission may reconvene in open session to take whatever actions it may 
deem necessary. 

 

4. Review of Challenges to Nomination Papers 

a. Griffin vs Johnson & Taylor 

b. Bradford vs Johnson & Taylor 
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Closed Session 
The Commission may adjourn into closed session under the provisions of Wisconsin Statutes 
Section 19.8 (1)(a) for the purpose of deliberating concerning a case which was the subject of 
any judicial or quasi-judicial trial or hearing before the Commission. At the conclusion of the 
closed session, the Commission may reconvene in open session to take whatever actions it may 
deem necessary. 
 

5. Ballot Order Draw 

6. Adjournment 

 

Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities through 

sign language interpreters or auxiliary aids. For additional information or to request this service, contact 

ADA Coordinator, Ms. Denise Walton, at 286-5995, (FAX) 286-8445, or by writing to the Coordinator at Room 

501, City Hall, 200 E. Wells Street, Milwaukee, WI 53202.  

 
Persons engaged in lobbying as defined in §305-43-4 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances are required to 
register with the City Clerk’s Office License Division. More information is available at www.milwaukee.gov/lobby 
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January 15, 2022 
 
TO:  Wisconsin Election Commission 
 
FROM:  Claire Woodall-Vogg, Executive Director 
 
RE:  Griffin vs. Johnson & Griffin vs. Taylor 
 
A. Ieshuh Griffin vs. Cavalier Johnson 

a. Per Wis. Adm. Code § EL 2.07(2)(a), challenges to nomination papers “shall be by 
verified complaint, filed with the appropriate filing officer.” 

i. Griffin’s complaint is identified as a “verified complaint” and was signed by the 
complainant, notarized, and filed with the Executive Director of the Milwaukee 
Election Commission on January 11, 2022.  It therefore appears to meet the 
above requirements. 

b. Per Wis. Adm. Code § EL 2.07(2)(a), “[t]he challenge shall be established by affidavit, 
or other supporting evidence, demonstrating a failure to comply with statutory or 
other legal requirements.” 

i. Griffin did not provide a separate affidavit, though her complaint contained her 
personal attestation and is notarized.  Video evidence was also found by the 
Election Commission and the respondent via social media.   

c. Per Wis. Adm. Code § EL 2.07(2)(b), “[t]he response to a challenge to nomination 
papers shall be filed, by the candidate challenged, within 3 calendar days of the filing 
of the challenge and shall be verified.” 

i. Johnson’s attorney filed a verified answer to Griffin’s complaint on January 13, 
2022—within three calendar days, as required.  

ii. Johnson’s attorney notes the following: 
1. No specific sheets or signatures are challenged, as they must be under 

EL 2.07(3).  
2. There is no supporting affidavit or evidence. 
3. Even the video evidence does not establish that signatures were 

improperly witnessed.  
4. Even if the video evidence were relevant, only the sheets in question 

would be disallowed.  
d. Per Wis. Adm. Code § EL 2.07(4), the filing officer must review any evidence submitted 

with a complaint under a “clear and convincing evidence” standard.  
i. While the video evidence appears to show unattended sheets left at a counter, 

there is no specific evidence that particular sheets or signatures should be 
rejected.  Therefore, per the “clear and convincing” evidence standard, the 
complaints are insufficient to disqualify any sheets/signatures filed by the 
Johnson campaign.   
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B. Ieshuh Griffin vs. Lena C. Taylor 
a. Per Wis. Adm. Code § EL 2.07(2)(a), challenges to nomination papers “shall be by 

verified complaint, filed with the appropriate filing officer.” 
i. Griffin’s complaint is identified as a “verified complaint” and was signed by the 

complainant, notarized, and filed with the Executive Director of the Election 
Commission on January 11, 2022.  It therefore appears to meet the above 
requirements. 

b. Per Wis. Adm. Code § EL 2.07(2)(a), “[t]he challenge shall be established by affidavit, 
or other supporting evidence, demonstrating a failure to comply with statutory or 
other legal requirements.” 

i. Griffin did not provide a separate affidavit, though her complaint contained her 
personal attestation and is notarized.  Video evidence was also found by the 
Election Commission and the respondent via social media.   

c. Per Wis. Adm. Code § EL 2.07(2)(b), “[t]he response to a challenge to nomination 
papers shall be filed, by the candidate challenged, within 3 calendar days of the filing 
of the challenge and shall be verified.” 

i. Taylor filed a response to Griffin’s complaint on January 14, 2022—within 
three calendar days, as required.  

ii. Taylor notes that she has no knowledge of what a particular circulator may 
have done and that there is no evidence she violated any election laws.  

d. While the video evidence appears to show unattended sheets left at a counter, there is 
no specific evidence that particular sheets or signatures should be 
rejected.  Therefore, per the “clear and convincing” evidence standard, the complaints 
are insufficient to disqualify any sheets/signatures filed by the Taylor campaign.   

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Claire Woodall-Vogg 
Executive Director 
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City of Milwaukee Election Commissioners,  
  
Given that the facts of the attached Bradford complaint are identical to the previous 
complaint filed against Cavalier Johnson, he respectfully incorporates the verified answer 
he previously filed as his response to the Bradford complaint.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Attorney Michael S Maistelman 
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January 16, 2022 
 
TO:  Wisconsin Election Commission 
 
FROM:  Claire Woodall-Vogg, Executive Director 
 
RE:  Ieshuh Griffin Appeal to Certification of Insufficiency 
 

1. On Thursday, January 6, Ieshuh Griffin submitted 1,564 nomination signatures for the 

office of Mayor.  On Monday, January 10, she submitted 30 additional signatures, bringing 

her total to 1,594 signatures.  This office requires a minimum of 1,500 valid signatures. 

2. Wisconsin Administrative Rule 2.05 (3) requires the filing officer to “review all 

nomination papers filed with it, up to the maximum number permitted, to determine the 

facial sufficiency of papers filed.  Where circumstances and time for review permit, the 

filing officer may consult maps, directories and other extrinsic evidence to ascertain the 

correctness and sufficiency of information on a nomination paper.”  The Election 

Commission’s review includes multiple steps that include confirming the validity of a 

signer’s address by use of the City’s Where Do I Vote? website. MapMilwaukee, and 

WisVote (when needed to clarify handwriting of a registered voter).  It is the opinion of 

the department that an individual line-by-line validation of addresses is the only way to 

ensure a signer resides in the city and, for aldermanic races, within a district. 

3. Staff were able to verify 1,424 signatures of the 1,594 signatures submitted.  We 

contacted Ms. Griffin at 2:00pm on Tuesday, January 11th, by phone and email in order 

notify her that we did not yet have enough valid signatures.  Candidates had until 5:00pm 

on January 11th to submit signatures. 

4. It is the practice of the Election Commission to notify candidates that are at or below the 

level of certification of corrective affidavit opportunities.  Ms. Griffin only had 10 

signatures that could be automatically restored by adding the date of the circulator’s 

signature with a corrective affidavit. 

5. Executive Director Woodall-Vogg met with Ms. Griffin at 3pm on January 11th to show her 

the staff review of her signatures.  The Election Commission provided Ms. Griffin copies of 

their review, including a page-by-page summary of the number of valid and invalid 

signatures due to invalid addresses.   

6. Ms. Griffin purported that it is not the duty of the Election Commission to confirm that 

addresses are valid.  Executive Director Woodall-Vogg explained that there is no other 

way to confirm that an address is within the city limits (or within a district’s limits in 

other races).   
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7. Ms. Griffin did not submit any additional signatures to be reviewed by 5:00pm on January 

11th. 

8. Per EL 2.05(4), “information which appears on a nomination paper is entitled to a 

presumption of validity” and “errors in information contained in a nomination paper, 

committed by either a signer or a circulator, may be corrected by an affidavit of the 

circulator, an affidavit of the candidate, or an affidavit of a person who signed the 

nomination paper.” 

9. Ms. Griffin submitted a corrective affidavit on Wednesday, January 12th.  Staff reviewed 

her affidavit line by line, only finding that she provided a correction to an address on page 

1.  All other addresses remained unable to be verified as City of Milwaukee addresses.   

10. During my executive review, I was able to restore 4 other addresses by deciphering 

handwriting.  However, I also disqualified an additional signature because the elector did 

not print their name.   

11. As a result, we certified 1,428 signatures as being valid after reviewing Ms. Griffin’s first 

affidavit, failing to meet the 1,500 signature threshold for ballot placement. 

12. Ms. Griffin subsequently submitted a second corrective affidavit on Friday, January 14th, at 

1:30pm.   

13. The affidavit provides the date on which she circulated page 49, thereby restoring 10 

signatures.  Ms. Griffin also provided 83 address corrections.  5 signatures had either 

already been corrected or were originally disqualified because they lacked both a printed 

name and signature.   

14. Ms. Griffin’s affidavit, like her nomination papers, is “entitled to a presumption of validity” 

(EL 2.05(4)).  Although unusual, Ms. Griffin has presumably provided accurate corrections 

to the electors’ addresses in her affidavit.  All addresses were verified to be within the City 

of Milwaukee. 

15. In conclusion, after reviewing Ms. Griffin’s second affidavit, I recommend restoring 88 

signatures (10 from the circulator date correction; 78 from address corrections).   

16. Ms. Griffin therefore has 1,516 valid signatures, passing the threshold for ballot 

placement. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Claire Woodall-Vogg 
Executive Director 
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2022 Special Mayoral Primary Ballot Placement Recommendation

Candidate Signatures
Submitted

Signatures Validated MEC Recommends for Ballot
Placement:

Bob Donovan 2038 1718 Yes

Marina
Dimitrijevic

2437 2249 Yes

Ieshuh Griffin 1594 1427 (1,516 per corrective
affidavit)

Yes

Cavalier
Johnson

2637 2373 Yes

Earnell Lucas 3000 2520 Yes

Michael
Sampson

1793 1574 Yes

Lena Taylor 2276 1813 Yes
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