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Hello friends, 
 
On April 25, 2018, Milwaukee will mark its seventh annual Denim Day, an international 
awareness day focused on raising awareness of sexual assault and victim blaming. 
Over the last several years, Denim Day has generated much-needed awareness and 
discussion around preventing sexual assault and supporting survivors 
. 
The Denim Day movement was inspired by a 1999 court case in Italy. A woman was 
raped by her driving instructor. The perpetrator’s conviction was overturned by Italy’s 
highest court. The Court reasoned that because the victim was wearing tight jeans, she 
must have assisted the perpetrator in removing them, thereby giving consent. Infuriated 
with this outcome, allies worldwide dedicated a day to wearing jeans, sparking dialogue 
about this issue while visibly and vocally supporting survivors of sexual violence. 
 
In 2018, our local efforts will grow significantly. Our Denim Day will be extended to 
Denim Week, with awareness activities and events scheduled throughout the week of 
April 23-28th. We encourage everyone to consider their networks, relationships, and 
resources available to us and reflect on the question, “What will I do to end sexual 
violence?” and ultimately act to fulfill those commitments. 
 
Make sure to check out the jeans display, which will be located in downtown Milwaukee 
between 3rd and Wisconsin and the Sunburst starting in April. 
We ask you and your organizations to participate in Denim Week 2018 and lend your 
support: 
 
Organize Denim Week activities at your business or organization, 
including allowing employees to wear denim on April 25. Visit 
denimdaymke.org to register your organization as a participant. You can also 
access materials and ideas on how to get involved. 
 
Attend local events. Please visit denimdaymke.org for a list of events to mark 
Denim Week. 
 
Engage on social media. During Denim Week, use the #denimdayMKE 
and #metooMKE hashtags to share photos, activities, and words of 
encouragement. 
 
Advance the goals identified in Milwaukee’s Blueprint for Peace. Visit the City of Milwaukee 
Health Department Office of Violence Prevention at www.414LIFE.com or 
www.milwaukee.gov/staysafe.  
 
Please offer your voice, talents, and presence to support sexual violence awareness 
and prevention efforts in Milwaukee. Together, we can build a stronger and safer 
community for everyone. 

The Denim Day planning committee                                                    
 

 
 



 
 
 

Join the conversation on social media and use the #denimdaymke hashtag to share your thoughts and activities on Denim Day. 
Visit denimdaymke.org for materials, a calendar of events, and more ideas on how you can get involved. 


