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S. 27 St. from W. Howard Ave. to the Bridge
over the Union Pacific Railroad

Project Overview:
The project will consist of removing the existing pavement and reconstructing with concrete pavement. Each 36-foot
roadway will be widened by two feet to provide a bicycle accommodation. Bike lanes will not be marked. New curb
and gutter, driveway approaches and sidewalk will be constructed at most locations. Storm sewer inlets and their
adjacent laterals will be replaced. Various improvements will include: decorative crosswalks at W. Morgan Ave.,
W. Oklahoma Ave., the Kinnickinnic River Parkway and W. Oklahoma Ave.  Landpscaping, planting and traffic
upgrades are also planned. The bridge over the Kinnickinnic River will be rehabilitated and the culvert under 
W. Loomis Rd. intersection will be repaired. W. Loomis Rd. will also be reconstructed from S. 27 St. to a point 
approximately 450 feet west of S. 27 St. with this project.

Project History:
The need for repairs in this area has been under consideration for a few years. The existing pavement is
deteriorating and there is severe rutting, rippling, and shoving at bus stop locations. Severe reflective cracking is
present throughout the entire length of the project. The underlying concrete base is heaving at several locations. 
The bridge over the Kinninkinnic River is in need of rehabilitation, as well as the culvert under the 
W. Loomis Rd. intersection.

Sustainable Aspects of Project:
The S. 27 St. project will contain ten bioretention facilities (bioswales) located on the boulevards. The bioretention
facilities contain landscape elements designed to remove silt and pollution from surface runoff water. They consist of 
a swaled drainage course with gently sloped sides and filled with vegetation, compost and rocks. The water!s flow
path, along with the wide and shallow ditch, is designed to maximize the time water spends in the swale, which aids
the trapping of pollutants and silt. This results in less pollutants being captured in the drains and sewers. The overall 
intent is to lessen the amount of storm water (rain) runoff that enters the storm water collection system (i.e., MMSD
deep tunnels) and its level of contamination, which goes to the wastewater treatment facility.

Traffic Control:
There will be one lane of traffic in each direction during construction. There will be no on street parking along 
S. 27 St. during the construction period. The west side of the median will be done first, then traffic will switch over, 
and the east side will be done.

Working Hours:
With the exception of holidays, no daily restrictions exist. Work is allowed from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
No work on weekdays, without prior approval.

Estimated Cost:
$9,500,000

Start Date: Spring 2014! Completion Date: Fall 2014!

Project Overview:
The Wells Street Bridge over the Milwaukee 
River, located between North Water Street 
and North Plankinton Avenue, will be closed 
for rehabilitation. The vertical lift bridge was 
built in 1985 and is one of the main arteries 
that connects Milwaukee’s Downtown and 
Westown neighborhoods. 

The work will upgrade structural, hydraulic, 
mechanical and electrical components and 
replace curbs, gutters and sidewalk slabs as 
necessary due to condition or grade change. 

When completed, the bridge will provide for 
an 11-foot driving lane in each direction and 
add bicycle plating to accommodate bicy-
clists in each direction. New traffic railings will 
be installed on the sidewalk near the curb for 
pedestrian safety. Outer railings will remain 
the same.

The Wells Street Bridge will be closed to pe-
destrian and vehicular traffic for the duration 
of the project. 

*All work is weather dependent and subject to change

          Wells Street Bridge  •  March 2018

           Start Date:  March 5, 2018      Anticipated Completion: November 2018*

What to Expect During Construction:
The City of Milwaukee works to minimize impact for business-
es, residents and the traveling public during construction. 

Construction Hours: Construction work is allowed from 7:00 
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. The operation of any motorized equipment 
will not be allowed between 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. without pri-
or written approval. Work over weekends and holidays will be 
allowed with department approval. 

Traffic Detour Route: Traffic will be re-routed to the Kilbourn 
Avenue bridge from N. Broadway on the east side of the 
bridge, and from N. Old World Third Street on the west side of 
the bridge.

Parking Information:  There will be no on-street parking 
available on Wells Street between North Plankinton Avenue 
and North Water Street during construction. 

Pedestrian Access:  Although no pedestrians will be allowed to 
travel over the bridge during construction, pedestrians will be 
able to travel to those properties and businesses that abut the 
bridge during construction, with the least amount of inconve-
nience. A detour route will guide pedestrians to the two nearest 
bridges, Kilbourn Avenue and Wisconsin Avenue bridges. 

Riverwalk Access: The Riverwalk will be closed at the bridge to 
pedestrians to accommodate construction. Other areas of the 
Riverwalk will be open.

Boat Access: The navigation channel will remain open during 
rehabilitation. 

The project is funded and managed by the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation in conjunction with the City of 
Milwaukee Department of Public Works.
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We are committed to keeping you informed throughout the life of the project. Please feel free to contact us with your questions or concerns.

www.milwaukee.gov/supportforbusiness    •   www.facebook.com/milwaukeedpw   •   www.twitter.com/milwaukeedpw

This material is available in alternative formats for individuals with disabilities upon request. Please contact the City of 
Milwaukee ADA Coordinator at (414) 286-3475 or ADACoordinator@milwaukee.gov.  Provide a 72 hour advance notice for 
large print and 7 days for Braille documents.




