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Decision Rule #1: “Speed Violation” stops demonstrate IOARS. 

Decision Rule #2: “Vehicle Registration Violation” and “Vehicle Equipment Violation” stops 

demonstrate IOARS if officers articulate the observable registration or equipment violation 

that prompted the stop. 

Decision Rule #3: Stops that are not speed, vehicle registration, or vehicle equipment 

violations are examined to judge whether IOARS was present prior to initiating the stop. 

Decision Rule #4: Field Interviews documented in RMS must include narrative that 

articulates IOARS was known prior to initiating the stop. 

Decision Rule #5: No-Action Encounters must include narrative that articulates IOARS was 

known prior to initiating the stop and an indication that the officer “quickly” disproved 

their initial suspicion after the stop began. 



Decision Rule #6: Frisks must meet the guidelines of SOP 085 and include narrative about 

the IOARS that the person is armed and immediately dangerous. 
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The officer-written narratives regarding the justification for field interviews documented in 

RMS are far more complete than found in analysis before the Settlement Agreement.  

The Department does not meet the Settlement Agreement requirements that fewer than 

15 percent of traffic stops, field interviews, and no-action encounters fail to show 

individualized, objective, and articulable reasonable suspicion to support the stop. 

The Department does not meet the Settlement Agreement requirement that fewer than 

15 percent of frisks fail to show individualized, objective, and articulable reasonable 

suspicion that the subject is armed and dangerous.  

Officers are not documenting every frisk. 



Most of the contraband seized during frisk encounters is obtained during frisks that were 

insufficiently justified. 

The contraband hit rate varies by race, and is lowest for subjects that are black. 
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