
 

 

 

Time:  Thursday, September 12, 2019 

  3:30 – 5:00pm 

 

Location: Stamm Technologies, 315 N. 12th St.  

   

Agenda:  
 

1. Call To Order 

 

2. Determination of Quorum  
 

3. Approval of minutes of previous meeting 

 
4. Ensure organizational capacity    

a. Treasurer’s Report 

b. BID Board Slate 

 
5. Maintain a thriving district  

a. Valley Week Recap 

b. Signage/Flag Update  
c. Addressing homelessness 

d. Marketing & Events 

6. Facilitate effective transportation and infrastructure 
a. Flood Plain and AOC Update 

b. Hank Aaron State Trail / Riverwalk 

7. Connect employers and workforce 

a. Discovery Initiative Update 
b. MVBA 

 

8. Facilitate redevelopment of vacant parcels  

a. Predevelopment 

 

9. Recruit and retain high-quality employers 

a. St. Paul Ave. updates 

10. Next Meeting 

 
Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities through sign 

language interpreters or auxiliary aids.  For additional information or to request services, contact the BID staff at 

414-221-5507. 
 

Persons engaged in lobbying as defined in s. 305-43-4 of the Milwaukee Code of 

Ordinances are required to register with the City Clerk's Office License Division. More information is available at 

http://www.milwaukee.gov/lobby or by calling.414-286-2238. 
 

http://www.milwaukee.gov/lobby%20or%20by%20calling.414-286-2238


 

Menomonee Valley 
Business Improvement District #26 

Meeting Minutes 6-12-19 
 

Members Present: David DeJesus,  Art Downey, Tracey Heber, Joyce Koker, Jeff Morgan, Larry Stern and Dan 

Sterk 
Members Excused: John Brennan and David Brien  

Staff Members Present: Catrina Crane, Ben Hoekstra, and Michelle Kramer 

 
Documents Distributed:  

• Agenda 
 

Actions taken at February meeting:  

• Approval of February meeting minutes 

• Approval of Streetpole Banner Plan and Expenditure, as well as authorization 

 
The Menomonee Valley Business Improvement District #26 meeting was called to order at 8:35 am, on 

Wednesday, June 12 at EMCS. The February meeting minutes were approved as circulated.  

 
Ensure organizational capacity    

The BID’s board treasurer’s report stated the end of March statement balance was $180,176.78. During this last 
period, the BID has:  

• Disbursed $87.37 for the board meeting lunch;  

• Disbursed $5,000 to support the Downtown BID Homelessness Program to hire a new 

coordinator;  

• Disbursed $2,500 to sponsor the third annual Valley Week. 

• The current balance is $175,089.41. 
 
Crane will connect with Sierra from the City regarding the process for getting reappointed board members 

approved and sworn in. Stern has not received his letter or been sworn in while Sterk has been sworn in but 
not received a confirmation letter.  

 

The BID expansion is still moving forward. Vulcan, Aurora, and KPH have signed in support. No property 
owners have outright rejected the idea, but MVP has been seeking further support. There are roughly 68 tax 

keys to add on. R2 has expressed some concerns over the amount of tax keys they would be responsible for, 
but Zetts and the team continue to work with them to find a workable solution. Kramer was sending the 

certified mailing later the day of the meeting. In order for the expansion to be successful, no more than 50% of 

businesses can reject the expansion. If things continue moving forward, it will go before the City Economic 
Development Commission, then to the Common Council. We anticipate the expansion being added to the tax 

bill next year. 
 

 

 
Maintain a thriving district  

 

The BID approved a plan to purchase and install 63 streetpole banners in locations throughout the Valley, 
pending permit approval, for a total cost of $12,514.12, with annual permit costs of $1,050. Regular 



 

maintenance costs will be rolled into the $2,000 general maintenance budget. After installation, the BID will 
also offer banners and brackets for purchase by individual businesses to install on their private streetpoles.  

 
Exploration continues regarding installing a wrap on the We Energies steam arch. We Energies will not be 

paying for it, but may allow the installation. 

 
MVP is exploring the cost for installing the monument sign that is in storage to work in tandem with the sign 

that Marquette has offered to move from 13th Street free of charge. 

 
Several 20th Anniversary events are coming up, including a Bublr and a Beer tour, the Beer Brainstorming event 

on June 27, and the launch of Valley Bingo at the July 19 Gallery Night at Harley-Davidson Museum. Joyce 
Koker will go to the Beer Brainstorming event for the BID board.  

 

Valley Week events are scheduled out, with Campfire stories returning and a special Valley beer release event 
on Thursday, September 19. 
 

MVP partnered with the other industrial BIDs to host the Urban Manufacturing Alliance National Gathering, 

which focused on new narratives about urban manufacturing. As a result of the conference, the industrial BIDs 

plan to convene regularly to discuss ways to help one another be more effective and share best practices. 
 

Crane and Zetts recently met with Housing First staff to discuss the growth of the homelessness encampment 

at 6th and Clybourn to over 36 people. Staff expressed concern regarding the kind of people who are now 
staying there, many of whom have rough backgrounds and are harder to place. There has also been an 

increase in violence at that location. Two Housing First staff has quit due to burnout yet a new staff member 
has been hired due to the Downtown BID’s fundraising.  A collaborative group of stakeholders including 

Housing First, City of Milwaukee, Milwaukee Police Dept., and both Downtown & MVP BID staff are meeting to 

discuss future strategies on how to handle the homeless camps going forward. The BID board expressed 
support for writing a letter or having a board member attend an upcoming meetings if helpful.  

 
Facilitate effective transportation and other infrastructure  

 

Potawatomi is moving forward with a pilot of the on-demand workforce transit solution using Lyft. Palermo’s 
and PPS have also expressed interest as more of an emergency solution for unexpected transportation needs 

for their workers. MVP continues to meet with other businesses to gauge interest and see what might be the 

best solution.  
 

Connect employers and workforce 
The Menomonee Valley will host a neighborhood job recruitment with Layton Boulevard West Neighbors, 

featuring Charter Wire, PPS, Potawatomi, Ingeteam, and Rishi Tea. Stern also expressed interest in having 

Standard Electric join. Businesses have mostly been interested in hiring for entry level positions.  
 

Crane attended a career fair at Longfellow Community School and presented about jobs in the Valley to 
elementary students. Bringing a map generated a lot of interest from the students. Crane will partner with 

Longfellow again for future events. 

 
Crane is also working to schedule a Neighborhood Housing Tour by partnering with Layton Boulevard West 

Neighbors, Near West Side Partners, and Clarke Square Neighborhood Initiative. This will bring employees and 



 

HR staff to the neighborhoods to understand what kind of housing and amenities are available. The program 
was inspired after hearing about Palermo’s program through which they give $1,000 to first time home buyers 

in the neighborhood. Palermo’s had 38 participants this last year and has seen significant improvement on its 
retention rates. Crane is looking at holding this on July 20 from 9-1:30. John Brennan has offered his building 

as a potential site. Participants will spend 45 minutes in each neighborhood. This first event is intended as a 

small pilot with the possibility to expand. 
 

Recruit and retain high-quality employers 

Bachman Furniture’s sign variance went through.  
 

House of Stone plans to push through their façade grant improvement by the end of July.  
 

Facilitate redevelopment of vacant parcels  

Work continues on the land swap and TIF setup for the Kneeland properties. The TIF setup has been delayed 
due to the conversations about the streetcar expansion. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:03am. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Catrina Crane 

 

 

 


