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May Monthly News & Updates

As spring unfolds its beauty, we're reminded of the incredible
growth and renewal this season brings. This month, we're thrilled
to share exciting updates and new developments in our mission to

uplift our community. Dive into this edition for the latest on our
programs, events, and heartwarming stories of transformation. Let's

celebrate the showers that have paved the way for May's vibrant
blooms and look forward to a season of continued success and

inspiration.

May is Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, and
we are proud to honor and celebrate the rich cultures, histories, and

contributions of these communities in the city of Milwaukee. This
month, we recognize the invaluable impact AAPI individuals have had
on our city's development and cultural diversity, and we are committed

to highlighting their stories and achievements. Join us in celebrating
their legacy and fostering a more inclusive and vibrant community.

Check out stories from Milwaukee's AAPI diaspora here.

“Our society would be better if we all were just given
the opportunity to dream, to believe, and to pursue

the things that make our heart sing.”
​— Kelly Marie Tran, actor

Q3 Action Team Meetings
Save The date!

https://www.wuwm.com/2024-05-30/asian-enough-stories-from-milwaukees-aapi-diaspora


Built Environment Action Team
Location: TBD

Thursday, August 15th, 10:00-11:30am
Q2 notes here

 
Maternal & Child Health Action Team 

Location: TBD
Thursday, August 15th, 10:00-11:30am

Q2 notes here
 

Safe and Supportive Communities
Location: TBD

Tuesday, August 20th, 10:30 am to 12:00 pm

https://files.constantcontact.com/471712d3901/2ac7f3e5-56af-4d60-8dec-8d53b78dec13.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/471712d3901/9d47591a-7eb8-4782-83db-e80c9f1c6187.pdf


Q2 notes here
Q2 Recording here

June MKE Elevate Community Meeting

https://files.constantcontact.com/471712d3901/25187739-fb16-4004-9385-d59fccb329ff.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=mZkkUzbTby4


Mark your calendars for the upcoming MKE Elevate
Community Meeting! We invite everyone to join us in

enhancing the health of our city. The gathering will take place
at the Riverside Urban Ecology Center on June 13th, from 4:00

to 5:30 PM. Enjoy community-building activities, tasty food,
and networking opportunities.

Register here
(not required but encouraged)

Implementation Partner Spotlight:
Wisconsin Bike Fed

What is the Wisconsin Bike Fed?

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/ncyeru2?source_id=7cf05f60-a026-4e7c-adc3-2076ef96f502&source_type=em&c=


The Wisconsin Bike Fed is a statewide organization that brings safe and accessible
biking, walking, and rolling to Wisconsin through education, outreach, and advocacy.
Our work across the state is wide-ranging, including legislative advocacy for bike and
pedestrian infrastructure; assisting municipalities in applying for funding to expand
safe cycling and walking; and leading a wide range of programming for youth and
adults, including bike camps, Mobile Bike Repair (in neighborhoods without bike

shops), learn-to-ride events, train-the-trainer events, Safe Routes to School, Cycling
without Age, MilWALKee Walks, and more.

Why is this an important resource in Milwaukee/Wisconsin?
The Bike Fed's programs mentioned above directly impact many Milwaukee

residents. In addition to our long-standing work with elementary-age youth, we
recently expanded our work to serve high school-age teenagers through Safe Routes

to School. That program will offer high schoolers the chance to engage with the
built environment and transportation systems, in addition to bike education and

maintenance. MilWALKee Walks works with neighborhoods in Milwaukee County to
bring attention to the pedestrian safety crisis. We are often busy with behind-the-
scenes work around biking and walking, such as supporting advocates for trails,

providing grant technical assistance to municipalities, and making the statewide case
for investment in biking and walking.

 
Why did you become an implementation partner with MKE Elevate?

Biking, walking, and health equity go hand in hand! Too often, biking and walking
are framed as beneficial merely due to physical activity and potential impact on

bodily appearance. This can often make people feel intimidated by these activities or
view them as only for recreation or exercise. We think all people should find joy and
freedom in biking and walking. Our programs emphasize under-discussed elements
of health, including mental health; mobility independence for children, teenagers,
people with disabilities, and seniors; financial security for those who cannot afford

cars; and community well-being when people have access to safe streets and
plentiful trails. Oh...and riding a bike is fun! 

Implementation Partner Agreement

Implementation Partners help advance the strategies identified in
the 2023-2028 MKE Elevate Plan.

Such implementation efforts may include, but are not limited to: program
administration; providing content area expertise; sharing resources; advancing
advocacy and education efforts; and/or data sharing.  
 
Benefits of being an implementation partner include:
1. Breaking Down Silos
2. Networking Opportunities
3. Strategic Alignment Toward Common Goals
4. Community Health Improvement
 
Expectations of an implementation partner are:
-Attend at least half the quarterly action team meetings and biannual general
meetings
-Commit to being an anti-racist organization (for more information go

https://city.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/healthAuthors/MKE-Elevate/CHIP-Timeline-PDF/chip_report_2023-2028_English_Goals_and_objectives_WEB_FINAL2.pdf
https://city.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/healthAuthors/MKE-Elevate/CHIP-Timeline-PDF/chip_report_2023-2028_English_WEB_FINAL2.pdf


to https://aorta.coop/continuum)
-Provide an annual progress update and share program data as able

 
Sign on as an implementation partner here  

Funding Opportunities
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) has posted two funding

opportunities for the Sexual Violence Prevention Program. In addition to
requesting applications for funding, the program is seeking external grant

reviewers to assist in the competitive grant application review. Information on
the funding opportunities and becoming a grant application reviewer is below.

Economic Supports: Creating Safe and Healthy Communities
These funds are meant to help organizations implement programs or initiatives

that strengthen economic supports and improve pay equity. Employment,
stable housing, and financial stability are important protective factors for
someone’s risk of sexual violence victimization. Proposed initiatives may

include policies and programs that work to improve financial stability to reduce
the risk factors associated with sexual violence victimization.
Apply for the Economic Supports funding opportunity  

Culture is Prevention: Creating Safe and Healthy Communities by
Preventing Sexual Violence

These funds are meant to help organizations create safe environments,
encourage positive social norms, and discourage unhealthy social norms to

reduce sexual violence. The partners who receive funding will work on primary
prevention efforts to make Wisconsin safer.

The deadline to apply for the opportunities is Thursday, June 27, 2024, at 6
p.m., with an anticipated start date of August 1, 2024.

Apply for the Culture is Prevention funding opportunity

Opioid and Methamphetamine Treatment Centers Grant Opportunity
The Division of Care and Treatment Services is seeking applications for the

development and operation of regional opioid and methamphetamine treatment
centers to provide comprehensive substance use treatment services for people

that present with a primary, secondary, or tertiary diagnosis of opioid use
disorder or methamphetamine use disorder.

Applications are due by 11:59 p.m. July 17, 2024.
View more information about this grant opportunity.

News and Reports

RACISM AND HEALTH EQUITY
After George Floyd's death, many declared racism a public health crisis.
How much has changed?
In the four years since the murder of George Floyd, cities and counties that
declared racism a public health crisis have experienced slow progress and in
some cases, opposition.

Read more here

https://aorta.coop/continuum
https://forms.gle/nfTpFG6FnpYvqzai6
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmRocy53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L2luanVyeS1wcmV2ZW50aW9uL3NleHVhbC12aW9sZW5jZS9pbmRleC5odG0iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNTAyLjk0MjM5MTIxIn0.3HUN12fUd5RYpjTlZ_j8mcNLfOU40F3MztyqQIOAeU4/s/2979886608/br/241815398518-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmRocy53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L2luanVyeS1wcmV2ZW50aW9uL3NleHVhbC12aW9sZW5jZS9pbmRleC5odG0iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNTAyLjk0MjM5MTIxIn0.pszH6ytQhpEvOzECZe_TCcpAo4y8Se3emvMQc6TP14k/s/2979886608/br/241815398518-l
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/contracts/opioid-and-methamphetamine-treatment-centers.htm
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2024/05/25/george-floyd-death-anniversary-racism-progress-slow/73540226007/


Milwaukee's Commissioner of Health Profile in Shepherd Express
Interview with Commissioner Totoraitis on his role and how the Milwaukee
Health Department is addressing racism as a public health crisis through MKE
Elevate.

Read more here

Milwaukee Dems prepare for special showdown
After a months-long wait, the special election to fill a heavily Democratic state
Senate seat in the Milwaukee area is set.
Scheduled for July 30, the election will fill the vacancy created by Lena Taylor,
a longtime state senator who was appointed by Gov. Tony Evers to a
Milwaukee County Circuit Court judgeship in January.

Read more here

BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Wisconsin drops ID checks at federally funded food pantries
Wisconsin’s emergency food pantries can now decide whether to check clients’
identification and verify their addresses. By October, the state will require them
to stop asking.

Read more here

This isn’t what we wanted’: As costs rise, Milwaukee renters forced into
difficult situations
According to U.S. Census Bureau data estimates, the median rent in
Milwaukee County in 2022 was approximately $1,012, up from $936 in
2021. Newer estimates show that number to be significantly higher.

Read more here

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
HHS PROVIDES $2 MILLION TO SUPPORT MATERNAL, INFANT
HEALTHCARE IN WISCONSIN.
The Children’s Service Society of Wisconsin and UniteMKE will receive $1
million each from the Department of Health and Human Services to improve
maternal and infant healthcare.

Read more Here

SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITIES
Mother's Day and mental health; what to know if someone's struggling
According to the Milwaukee Health Department, people of color experience the
highest percentage of mental health challenges – 45% Latino and 33% Black. 

Read more here

Some students ask for compromise over police in schools
It’s been nearly six months since police officers were supposed to be stationed
at Milwaukee Public Schools campuses under a new state law. While local and
state entities work to roll out the mandate, students continue to voice their
opposition.

Read more here

Upcoming Events

https://shepherdexpress.com/culture/mke-speaks/milwaukees-commissioner-of-health-mike-totoraitis/
https://www.wpr.org/news/gov-evers-appoints-longtime-state-sen-lena-taylor-to-be-milwaukee-judge
https://milwaukeenns.org/2024/05/28/milwaukee-dems-prepare-for-special-showdown/
https://www.hngnews.com/waterloo_marshall/news/regional/wisconsin-drops-id-checks-at-federally-funded-food-pantries/article_72e78d86-1923-11ef-8433-8384a7f71a0e.html#:~:text=Wisconsin's emergency food pantries can,require them to stop asking.
https://data.census.gov/table/ACSDP5Y2022.DP04?g=040XX00US55_050XX00US55079&tid=ACSDP5Y2022.DP04
https://www.realtor.com/research/april-2024-rent/
https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2024/05/26/milwaukee--rental-housing--costs
https://wisconsinhealthnews.com/2024/05/02/hhs-provides-2-million-to-support-maternal-infant-healthcare-in-wisconsin/
https://wisconsinhealthnews.com/2024/05/02/hhs-provides-2-million-to-support-maternal-infant-healthcare-in-wisconsin/
https://www.fox6now.com/news/mental-health-awareness-month-mothers-day
https://milwaukeenns.org/2024/05/28/some-students-ask-for-compromise-over-police-in-schools/


If you or your organizations would like any events shared in this
newsletter please email MKEelevate@milwaukee.gov

Vel Phillips Forum: Examining Milwaukee County's Criminal Legal
Landscape - From System Entry to Re-Entry

Professor Lentz, Sarwat Sharif, and Jolynn Woehrer, researchers from the
Helen Bader School of Social Welfare at UWM, have completed an in-depth

data landscape of Milwaukee's criminal legal system from point of contact with
law enforcement, to the courts, to incarceration and re-entry. There are deep
racial disparities all over the criminal legal landscape for youth and adults in
Milwaukee. These have clear impacts on the community, how public entities

treat people, and how decisions are made that impact the residents and
resources of Milwaukee. Professor Lentz will provide a brief presentation of his
findings, and together with Chief Judge Carl Ashley, City Attorney Evan Goyke,
and Shannon Ross, Executive Director of The Community we will explore how

those findings impact us and what solutions may exist.

Jun 11, 2024 05:30 PM
HYBRID EVENT - Register here to attend In-Person at Turner Hall or Online

Register here

Save the Date for the 12th Annual Wisconsin Sexually Transmitted
Infection (STI) Summit!

Health Care Education and Training (HCET) in partnership with the Wisconsin
Department of Health Services (DHS) is happy to announce the date and

location for the 2024 Annual Wisconsin STI Summit.

2024 Annual Wisconsin STI Summit
Grand Geneva Resort & Spa

7036 Grand Geneva Way
Lake Geneva, WI

Wednesday, September 25, 2024
12–5 p.m. 

and
Thursday, September 26, 2024

8:30a.m.–4 p.m.

2024 Public Health Law Summit:
Taking Action on Maternal and Reproductive Health

September 23 - 25, 2024 | Washington, D.C.
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION ENDS JUNE 1

networkforphl.org/2024fallsummit | #PHLS2024
REGISTER Here

Newsmaker Event with Milwaukee Health Commissioner Mike Totoraitis
Mike Totoraitis was appointed commissioner of health for Milwaukee in May

2023, the city’s sixth health chief in the past six years. 

He wants to bolster the health of Milwaukeans by combating racism and
addressing social determinants of health like housing, transportation and food

mailto:MKEelevate@milwaukee.gov
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LTBMHogBTRKajL_sB4cEOQ#/registration
https://events.networkforphl.org/2024-summit/
https://events.networkforphl.org/2024-summit/register-for-the-2024-public-health-law-summit/


insecurity. The city is also focused on replacing tens of thousands of lead
service lines. 

Totoraitis will talk about these efforts and more at a Wisconsin Health News
Newsmaker event in Milwaukee on June 11.

Registration:
Subscriber: $40.00

Non-Subscriber: $50.00
Schedule:

11:45 am - Networking/Registration
12:15 pm - Discussion Starts
1:00 pm - Event Concludes

Register Here

Milwaukee Health Care Partnership Community Health Needs
Assessment Survey Open Until August 9th

What is the CHNA?
The CHNA is a crucial tool that gathers comprehensive data on the health

needs and priorities of our local population. By assessing these needs, we can
tailor our health services and resources to better serve our community

effectively.
 

Who is asking for input through the CHNA?
We complete this assessment in collaboration with our fellow health systems
and public health partners to make it as impactful as possible. By doing one
survey together, we get more responses, don’t over-survey the community,

and can better connect around joint solutions.
 

Why is it important?
The insights from the CHNA enable us to identify key health challenges and

address them through targeted initiatives. It ensures that our health
interventions are based on actual community needs, enhancing overall public

health outcomes.
 

Survey link
The CHNA Health Needs Survey is open until August 9, 2024. To participate,

visit HealthyMKE.com/chna. To collaborate around events or paper survey
distribution, please contact hello@healthymke.com

https://badgerbay.co/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1861558&group=
https://www.healthymke.com/chna
mailto:hello@healthymke.com
















The Milwaukee Health Department serves as the convener for MKE Elevate, coordinating
partners, aligning strategies, and facilitating a steering committee and issue-based action
teams.

If you are interested in getting involved, email mkeelevate@milwaukee.gov for more
information.

To learn more visit our website or follow us on social media!

 ​  ​  ​

mailto:mkeelevate@milwaukee.gov
http://milwaukee.gov/elevate
http://facebook.com/mkeelevate
http://twitter.com/mkeelevate
http://instagram.com/mkeelevate

