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January Monthly News & Updates

In the January Newsletter, we are excited to kick off the new year with
the continued commitment of MKE Elevate, the City of Milwaukee's
community health improvement plan. As we enter into 2024, MKE

Elevate remains steadfast in its mission to create a healthier and more
vibrant city and community. With a focus on addressing key health

disparities, promoting wellness, and fostering community
engagement, MKE Elevate is dedicated to making a positive impact
on the well-being of Milwaukee residents. The new year brings fresh
opportunities to collaborate, innovate, and implement initiatives that
contribute to the overall improvement of public health. Together, let's
embark on another year of progress and collective efforts to elevate

the health and vitality of our city.

 “You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.”
— C.S. Lewis

MKE Elevate's 2024 Q1 Action Team Meetings



Team Meetings registration for Q1 meetings, February 2024.

Built Environment Action Team
(Virtual, via Zoom)

Thursday, February 15th, 10:00 am to 11:30 am 
Registration Link Here

Q4 notes here
Q4 Recording Here

BE co-chair interest form here

 
Maternal & Child Health Action Team 

(Virtual, via Zoom)

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkceirrDouE9Xx1_Rmfd7f0WoAYl0Toml3#/registration
https://files.constantcontact.com/471712d3901/9e2e0ae0-1e61-4ed7-bc12-55e1ee4ea098.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/471712d3901/f350527e-358d-4128-94cd-4ba851dbcf0c.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgO_1YbAplA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTkQbiJ7TOtFm5ThYg1anKBH8Y8Pz5vH6sHHlGejd2h_ZcJQ/viewform


Thursday, February 15th, 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm 
Registration Link Here

Q4 notes here
Q4 Recording Here

 
Safe and Supportive Communities

(Virtual. via Zoom)
Tuesday, February 20th, 10:30 am to 12:00 pm

Registration Link Here
Q4 notes here

Q4 Recording Here

Implementation Partner Spotlight:
Ubuntu Research & Evaluation

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pfu-srzopH9Iv8iZbT9u4RSRSgo6NaXAw#/registration
https://files.constantcontact.com/471712d3901/b424dff5-c0f2-4254-9bc5-435e93985a14.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGwcGXwnss4&t=1s
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIvd-qprzwjEtQ_iLu8iV_dPy30xtjRHIfl#/registration
https://files.constantcontact.com/471712d3901/7b3fb610-2d3b-4638-8d0d-7f91eb778ffa.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hh04mSNhurk


What is UBUNTU Research and Evaluation?

UBUNTU Research and Evaluation is a strategic learning organization powered by
unapologetic Black folks working as undisciplined strategists committed to resisting

anti-Blackness and building the intellectual and political defenses of all Black
people, in solidarity with the global majority, through education, facilitation, and

evaluation.

Why is this an important resource in Milwaukee/Wisconsin?

Milwaukee is known as being one of the most segregated cities in the US. With a
population of people who are majority people of color there aren't enough
organizations led by people of color to do the collection, interpretation, and

analysis of the data that is about people of color. As a Black led organization we
have a unique perspective that can increase the overall capacity of organizations and
our community as a whole to understand how to make this city better for it's Black

residents and people of color over all.

Why did you become an implementation partner with MKE Elevate?

We are implementation partners with MKE Elevate for 3 main reasons:
1) As the co-conspirators of Milwaukee County declaring racism a public health

issue, we want to make sure that the issues of racial equity, justice and liberation are
not just theorized but implemented.

2) We are Afrofutruist and believe that our collective liberation requires the
liberation of Black people from anti-Black oppression. Our current social, political,
economic circumstances are defined by practicing anti-Blackness. Combating anti-

Blackness requires us to hold the liberated futures of Black people at the forefront of
our actionable consciousness, we have a responsibility to our community to hold

that. 

3) Equity is a practice and a practice only matters to the extent that people are held
accountable to doing it. We want to hold all of MKE Elevate accountable to this

practice.

Implementation Partner Agreement



Implementation Partners help advance the strategies identified in
the 2023-2028 MKE Elevate Plan.

Such implementation efforts may include, but are not limited to: program
administration; providing content area expertise; sharing resources; advancing
advocacy and education efforts; and/or data sharing.  
 
Benefits of being an implementation partner include:
1. Breaking Down Silos
2. Networking Opportunities
3. Strategic Alignment Toward Common Goals
4. Community Health Improvement
 
Expectations of an implementation partner are:
-Attend at least half the quarterly action team meetings and biannual general
meetings
-Commit to being an anti-racist organization (for more information go
to https://aorta.coop/continuum)
-Provide an annual progress update and share program data as able

 
Sign on as an implementation partner here  

The City of Milwaukee Health Department is excited to announce the launch of

its COVID-19 Wastewater Testing Dashboard!

The creation and implementation of the dashboard are made possible through
collaboration and the hard work of many, including MHD’s laboratory and data
teams, Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District - MMSD, and UWM School

of Freshwater Sciences.

Why MHD is using wastewater data:
The COVID-19 virus can be found in human waste days before infected

individuals display symptoms. This data then makes it possible to see changes
BEFORE they happen. Whereas with COVID-19 tests, like at-home and clinical

https://city.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/healthAuthors/MKE-Elevate/CHIP-Timeline-PDF/chip_report_2023-2028_English_Goals_and_objectives_WEB_FINAL2.pdf
https://city.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/healthAuthors/MKE-Elevate/CHIP-Timeline-PDF/chip_report_2023-2028_English_WEB_FINAL2.pdf
https://aorta.coop/continuum
https://forms.gle/nfTpFG6FnpYvqzai6
https://www.facebook.com/MilwaukeeMetropolitanSewerageDistrict?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZV8SySkFW6datjZUpcmFuGIQoh6BmkDHXFf4WYfZ2EFDs23NwS1IBggw_lB4k9I9PpGCrrwXx_SfarmDmbuJta11OELJ-4LRVNLMMX8jzd-wxC6fCBQJiHLAhrNNUPQntYVew5FDWagpecYBjsEtvlBhqPlZ5iKpDTf2GzJQRXgE7tjMv2O5fhUpZMq3Bfuubg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/freshwater.uwm?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZV8SySkFW6datjZUpcmFuGIQoh6BmkDHXFf4WYfZ2EFDs23NwS1IBggw_lB4k9I9PpGCrrwXx_SfarmDmbuJta11OELJ-4LRVNLMMX8jzd-wxC6fCBQJiHLAhrNNUPQntYVew5FDWagpecYBjsEtvlBhqPlZ5iKpDTf2GzJQRXgE7tjMv2O5fhUpZMq3Bfuubg&__tn__=-%5DK-R


PCR tests, we can only see a rise in cases as it is happening.

By knowing when COVID-19 cases are changing, MHD and health agencies,
clinics, and the community can prepare before an uptick in hospitalizations

occurs.
Read the full announcement at milwaukee.gov/wastewaterdashboard2.23.24

Visit the dashboard at milwaukee.gov/wastewater

Funding Opportunities

Comprehensive Suicide Prevention Funding Opportunities

Three new Comprehensive Suicide Prevention funding opportunities are
available and seeking applicants through Thursday, February 15. Details
for the three funding opportunities (and the links to their public notices with

application instructions) are included below by clicking the blue.

Comprehensive Suicide Prevention – Gun Shop Project
We are seeking applicants to implement the Gun Shop Project, an educational

campaign for firearm retailers and range owners on ways they can help
prevent suicide in rural communities. The campaign involves posters,

brochures and tip sheets discussing proper handling and storage of guns and
advice on preventing their use in suicides. Its objectives are to partner with

firearm retailers and firing ranges to share guidelines on how to avoid selling or
renting a firearm to a suicidal customer, and encourage firearm retailers and

firing ranges to display and distribute printed suicide prevention materials
tailored to their customers. Funded agencies may also identify firearm retailers

and firearm ranges interested in obtaining and installing a gun safe in their
facility to provide free firearm storage access for individuals within their

communities.

Comprehensive Suicide Prevention – Sources of Strength Project
We are seeking applicants for implementing Sources of Strength, a school-

based suicide prevention program designed to increase wellbeing, help-
seeking, resiliency, healthy coping, and belonging. Sources of Strength (SOS)

is a supported strategy by the CDC’s (Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention) Comprehensive Suicide Prevention (CSP) program as it promotes
connectedness and positive peer norms. The aim of this funding is to increase

implementation and support sustainability of SOS programming in
Wisconsin. Funding will go towards an educational organization with statewide

reach to coordinate SOS train-the trainer (T4T) certification for school staff
within multiple school districts, serving a variety of locations statewide to

support sustainability of SOS programming in Wisconsin schools. Additionally,
the selected educational organization is expected to provide technical

assistance to schools implementing SOS and convene a community of practice
supporting SOS in schools. The awarded agency will also engage in a multi-

sectoral partnership, led by DHS, designed to support comprehensive suicide
prevention efforts throughout Wisconsin. Selected applicants will work closely
with DHS staff and the contracted evaluation partner to ensure evaluation of

implemented activities.

Comprehensive Suicide Prevention –Telemental Health Access through
Digital Literacy Funding Application

We are seeking applicants to implement digital literacy programming for

http://milwaukee.gov/wastewaterdashboard2.23.24?fbclid=IwAR2VKQAiyKAl4Byf6kffKuaGA47ReKfBSU9fwJdGe2ltDyOXc199Rl3tkIU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmilwaukee.gov%2Fwastewater%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2NJjZczgsIwxwtelH0QtdppUCEqg80I5gzaEJcqGAlllzh619EAcFhzxE&h=AT0ZcRCBxs5MGRCzNqnHvGAzx3DFdSV0Q_5BUPTyt-YJdB890cMkuYVqlPax7EDdOpGHf4i9dcrJ9RK2XLyzohwH_ySpLzy3Uu-ELg8G3QCnT7gqarwBghN94Qe7r8xpSOZLZcy_M19zyb6OC5XN&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT05sotJ06r8cfc7m6X_vIcYOrBeNVxlzmxf71sjcyV-n_OQFGYu0qExxmo6Q7aEbB-AH_VDsrOI5xs1NTHBnQWAdvtyC9naLPELJ_F12_4RoWfcAmz6vJ45FmqB4tsNKbAKEBo7aokHGK3jxM359YMDNY8v1rd_hGeFVbS4sBz_NGZSP1Nfp6zjUAJpnLqE395nbvggED3gm7ljzW8
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmilwaukee.gov%2Fwastewater%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2NJjZczgsIwxwtelH0QtdppUCEqg80I5gzaEJcqGAlllzh619EAcFhzxE&h=AT0ZcRCBxs5MGRCzNqnHvGAzx3DFdSV0Q_5BUPTyt-YJdB890cMkuYVqlPax7EDdOpGHf4i9dcrJ9RK2XLyzohwH_ySpLzy3Uu-ELg8G3QCnT7gqarwBghN94Qe7r8xpSOZLZcy_M19zyb6OC5XN&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT05sotJ06r8cfc7m6X_vIcYOrBeNVxlzmxf71sjcyV-n_OQFGYu0qExxmo6Q7aEbB-AH_VDsrOI5xs1NTHBnQWAdvtyC9naLPELJ_F12_4RoWfcAmz6vJ45FmqB4tsNKbAKEBo7aokHGK3jxM359YMDNY8v1rd_hGeFVbS4sBz_NGZSP1Nfp6zjUAJpnLqE395nbvggED3gm7ljzW8
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVibGljbm90aWNlcy53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L05vdGljZVZpZXcuYXNwP2xuaWQ9MTUzODI4NyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMTkuODg4NTcxMTEifQ.6zf4Vs5QbbGCQ-B7ET2niIfVRDiAhpEJN3Hdhb9ASFM/s/2979886608/br/235701114277-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVibGljbm90aWNlcy53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L05vdGljZVZpZXcuYXNwP2xuaWQ9MTUzODI5MiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMTkuODg4NTcxMTEifQ.76__tP4X6shB7C-_TIWwfUyDOtUDHO7VqRjIQTVVUKU/s/2979886608/br/235701114277-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHVibGljbm90aWNlcy53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L05vdGljZVZpZXcuYXNwP2xuaWQ9MTUzODI5MCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMTkuODg4NTcxMTEifQ.I9wxBdX1fLIxENzBT3kOtETlOe1Xl--btL7dK9g7t14/s/2979886608/br/235701114277-l


rural men ages 25 and older and increase computer access for telemental
health care in rural communities. This is a supported strategy by the CDC’s

CSP Program as it promotes access and delivery of suicide care and reduces
provider shortages in underserved areas. The aim of this funding is to support
the implementation of digital literacy programming for rural men aged 25 and

older, increase access to computers with internet for telemental health
utilization in rural communities, and engage with DHS in a multi-sectoral

partnership designed to support comprehensive suicide prevention efforts
throughout Wisconsin. Selected applicants will work closely with DHS staff and

the contracted evaluation partner to ensure evaluation of implemented
strategies and activities.  

Third Shift Mobile Crisis Services
Milwaukee County Behavioral Health Services-Community Access to Recovery

Services (CARS) is releasing a Request for Proposals on January 19, 2024,
seeking proposals from community agencies interested in providing Third

Shift Mobile Crisis Services to provide emergency mental health crisis
response and intervention services on an outreach basis to individuals in the

community in 2024. 

Contact Information and the Request for Proposal information may be obtained
at: 

https://countymilwaukee.bonfirehub.com/opportunities
Proposals are due (uploaded to the above portal) by 4:00 PM CST on March 1,

2024

Upcoming Conferences

Fulfilling the Promise Conference
The theme this year, Nourish To Flourish, showcases how home visitors,

family resource center professionals, child welfare and other
professionals have used their resources and knowledge to grow their

Maternal and Child Health programs, skills, and themselves.
The event will have one day of institute presentations, two full days of

sessions, and two keynote presentations at the Wilderness Resort in the
Wisconsin Dells from March 11 through 13. Learn more about the event. 

Register today
The Fulfilling the Promise Conference seeks to provide participants with a rich
learning experience covering a wide variety of evidence-based practices and

best practices within the field of parent education and family support.
DHS programs will be presenting across various topics like Prenatal Care

Coordination (Medicaid), Children’s Resource Centers (Wisconsin Wayfinder),
Come to the Table (WIC), and more. Also, many additional state partners will

be sharing their MCH expertise.
Find a full list of sessions and more details on the conference webpage. 

Victims of Crime Act Funding Cuts The impact
on victim services in Wisconsin, SE Wisconsin,

https://countymilwaukee.bonfirehub.com/opportunities
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdXdtLmVkdS93Y3dwZHMvcHJvZ3JhbXMvZnVsZmlsbGluZy10aGUtcHJvbWlzZS8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTE4Ljg4NzgzMjUxIn0.u1kQ9Dts48dbeJX2prZA8SmUHJRScHpUebJl_irqEio/s/1124150337/br/235643163452-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd2hvdmEuY29tL3BvcnRhbC9yZWdpc3RyYXRpb24vZnVsZmlfMjAyNDAyLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAxMTguODg3ODMyNTEifQ.i2AgP97eWmP9dT9k-0LE-wCVMzINW6mtm7dMgHUxK_w/s/1124150337/br/235643163452-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..N79fFdPBuiaF3JBMbuckI898kX6Q0dPSTD6DoAnUku8/s/1124150337/br/235643163452-l


and Milwaukee

Policy Updates

BUILT ENVIRONMENT
SB 860 (companion to AB 887): Bonding for lead service line replacement
and granting bonding authority

Impact: Increases the amount of public debt that can be contracted for
the Safe Drinking Water Loan Program to support forgivable loans to
private users of public water systems in replacing lead service lines.

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/proposals/REG/SB860
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/proposals/ab887


Status: 1/22 Fiscal Estimates received (highlighting the costs to the state
and potential administrative costs for local units)
Milwaukee Sponsorship: Sen Johnson, Sen Carpenter, Sen Taylor,
Sen Larson, Rep Haywood, Rep Moore Omokunde, Rep Sinicki, Rep
Madison, Rep Drake, Rep Clancy, Rep Goyke

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
SB110 (companion to AB 114): Extension of eligibility under the Medical
Assistance program for postpartum women.

Status: First read on 10/19/23 and referred to Rules.
Impact: This bill would extend Medicaid coverage from 60 days to one
year following a pregnancy. Currently, pregnant people in Wisconsin are
eligible for Medicaid with income up to 306% of federal poverty level.
Milwaukee Sponsorship: Sen. Carpenter, L. Johnson, Larson, Taylor

SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITIES
AB 573 (companion to SB 610): A law enforcement officer virtual
behavioral health crisis care pilot program

Status: Enrolled on 1/17 (i.e. the final copy has been agreed upon by
both chambers, so this is the version that will be submitted to the
Governor)
Impact: This bill would implement virtual behavioral health crisis care
services for use by county or municipal law enforcement agencies in the
field to connect officers who encounter persons in crisis to behavioral
healthcare services.
Milwaukee Sponsorship: Rep Ortiz-Velez

STATE AND LOCAL
Governor Evers delivered the 2024 State of the State address on Tuesday,
January 23rd. Watch it here (go to the 12:00 minute mark to see the start of
the speech). He declared 2024 the 'Year of the Worker.'

The Spring Primary Election is February 20th for a variety of local offices,
including Mayor and three common council seats. Learn more here.

Host A Harm Reduction Vending Machine

Through free vending machines, BHD invites public and private businesses,
religious organizations, non-profits, and behavioral health service providers to

disseminate harm reduction and prevention supplies to Milwaukee County
residents. Agencies that complete the application will be eligible to host a

vending machine if they provide at least one written recommendation from a
community partner, are located in Milwaukee County, service Milwaukee

County residents, and can provide accurate, timely evidence-based education
about vending machine supplies. 

Applications and letters of support are due March 1st, 2024.
The application can be found here

Upcoming Events

If you or your organizations would like any events shared in this

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/proposals/sb110
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/proposals/ab573
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/proposals/sb610
https://www.wispolitics.com/2024/gov-evers-delivers-2024-state-of-the-state-address/#:~:text=And my administration is going,worker can join our workforce.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCKr8caWGJI
https://www.wuwm.com/how-to-vote-wisconsin
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9gEMq-UZKU6dq00D-CtklTSBPRk8LFdFvTCPOWsLG15UOVY2WlkySUhLSDZDQTYyU1M2UTJXSjBSUS4u


newsletter please email MKEelevate@milwaukee.gov

mailto:MKEelevate@milwaukee.gov


















The Milwaukee Health Department serves as the convener for MKE Elevate, coordinating
partners, aligning strategies, and facilitating a steering committee and issue-based action
teams.

If you are interested in getting involved, email mkeelevate@milwaukee.gov for more
information.

To learn more visit our website or follow us on social media!

 ​  ​  ​

mailto:mkeelevate@milwaukee.gov
http://milwaukee.gov/elevate
http://facebook.com/mkeelevate
http://twitter.com/mkeelevate
http://instagram.com/mkeelevate

