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VISION 
AMilwaukee where all people are thriving in safe, healthy,
and equitable neighborhoods.

MISSION
MKE Elevate supports a Milwaukee where all people are
thriving in safe, healthy, and equitable neighborhoods
free from oppression by aligning strategies and building
power, partnerships, access to resources, and
opportunities for collective advocacy in community-
identified priority areas. 

12 zip codes reached in community outreach 

 

2025 MKE Elevate Key Accomplishments 

Harm Reduction Educational Brief 

Firearm Point of Sale and Storage Briefs 
Vision Zero Action Plan Traffic Safety Camera Brief Targeted Rental Inspection Programs (TRIP) 

Policy Brief and slides Imagining Future Food Systems Report 
Civic Engagement Resource Sheets 
Violence Prevention Resource Guide 

Focus groups to understand drug paraphernalia
policy impacts 

85 implementation partners and 5 community co-chairs  

  

 
 

   

35% of strategies implemented or in progress 

10 policy briefs, resource guides, and reports created with partners

Racial and Health
Equity

Trust and the Vote exhibit and information on how
to get involved beyond the ballot box

Built 
Environment

Maternal and
Child Health

DPW street projects, Vision Zero, traffic safety
camera policy education, healthy housing 

 STI provider survey, perinatal mental health and
substance use lived experience survey

Safe and
Supportive

Communities

Policy,  systems,  and
  environmental
  change  efforts
  underway
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Partner Survey Findings 

The City of Milwaukee Health Department serves as the convener for MKE Elevate, bringing together partners to 

align strategies in three priority issue areas through action teams and work groups, while the steering 

committee oversees an overarching lens of health and racial equity.  

In November-December 2025, a partner survey was shared with steering committee, action team, and work 

group members. There was a total of 62 responses from 51 unique organizations.   

 

Among all respondents, the top actions taken as a result of participation in MKE Elevate were: 

   

Planning an event with action team 
members or MKE Elevate staff  

29%  

 

Pooling resources with partners or 
applying for collaborative grants  

25% 

 

Creating a new resource 
23%  

 

When broken down by priority area, some groups also identified these top actions: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Among all respondents, the top benefits of participation in MKE Elevate were: 

 
  

Increased knowledge about other 
community health programs 

 

Increased access to community 
health data 

 

Implementation Progress 

2023-2028 MKE Elevate Strategies In Progress or Implemented 
 

Overall 
Racial and 

Health 
Equity 

Built 
Environment 

Maternal and 
Child Health 

Safe and 
Supportive 

Communities 

Strategies implemented: 7% (8/109)  1 /10 2 / 22 1 / 34 4 / 43 

Strategies in progress: 28% (30 / 109)  2 / 10 7 / 22 19 /34 2 / 43 

Total: 35% 30% 41% 59% 14% 

LastUpdated:4/10/26

Expanded  network and increase
  communication  with other
  organizations

Introducing  or  advocating
  for new policies

38% Racial & Health Equity partners

  31% Built Environment partners

Planning  & launching  communitywide
  initiatives

  27% Safe & Supportive Communities partners

25% Racial & Health Equity partners
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Visit our website at milwaukee.gov/elevate
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook @MKEelevate

Want to
Learn MOre?

Supported by the Mayor, the Board of Health, and the City of Milwaukee Health
Department, the MKE Elevate Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP)
responds to priority issues selected by our community, for our community,
and seeks to create shared priorities to address these issues.
Together we can elevate the health of all who call Milwaukee home.

http://milwaukee.gov/elevate
https://www.instagram.com/mkeelevate
https://www.instagram.com/mkeelevate
https://www.instagram.com/mkeelevate
https://www.facebook.com/MKEelevate/
https://www.facebook.com/MKEelevate/


   

 

   

 

102 Meetings Convened in 2025 

84 work group meetings 

12 action team meetings 

4 steering committee meetings 

2 general member meetings 

Racial & Health Equity Built Environment  Maternal & Child Health Safe & Supportive Communities 

22 members 
 

66 members 54 members   61 members 
 

85 Community Partners 
 

85 Implementation Partners total 

13 new partners joined this year 

22 Outreach Events 
 

Reaching nearly 1,000 people 

 

  

Education and Awareness  

MKE Elevate uses a variety of tactics to promote education and awareness on priority issue areas, including 

sending monthly newsletters and email updates, sharing social media content, presenting to community groups, 

and partnering on campaigns and events. 

Over 1,000 people reached by monthly email updates and newsletters 

17,300 views on social media. 530 content interactions on Facebook 359 content interactions on Instagram. 

• Helped launch Vision Zero Plan 

• Participated in Milwaukee Food Council’s 2nd Annual Food Justice Summit 

• Participated in Prevent Suicide of Greater Milwaukee’s Suicide Prevention Panel Discussion 

• Supported Black Birth Symposium 

15 presentations given about MKE Elevate priorities and how to get involved to the following groups: 

6 MKE Elevate Overview Presentations 3 Built 
Environment 

2 Maternal & 
Child Health 

4 Safe & Supportive Communities 

• Milwaukee Area Technical College 

• Milwaukee Area Health Education 

Center 

• UWM School of Social Work 

• UWM College of Public Health 

• Marquette University 

• Board of Health 

   

• Board of 

Health 

• Housing 

Coalition 
• MATC 

 

• Milwaukee 

Health 

Department 
Disease 
Intervention 

Specialists 
• Board of Health 

• Dr. Howard Fuller Collegiate 

Academy 

• Southeastern Wisconsin 

Veteran for Suicide 
Prevention Task Force 

• Indivisible MKE 

• Prolific Arms 
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Policy, Systems, and Environmental Change  

Raised awareness and supported policy, systems, and environmental changes that impact priority areas 

Racial and Health 
Equity 

Built Environment Maternal & Child 
Health 

Safe & Supportive 
Communities 

  

• Partnered on 
second Trust and 
the Vote story 
exhibit 

• Created resource 
sheets for ways 
practice civic 
engagement 
beyond the ballot 
box 

• Helped launch Vision Zero 
Action Plan 

• Presented research and 
Milwaukee’s history of 
Targeted Rental 
Inspection Program’s to 
neighborhood 
associations 

• Completed the Imagining 
Future Food Systems 
Report (English and 
Spanish) in Collaboration 
with the SNAP-Ed 
Collective Action Initiative 

 

• Launched STI 
testing practices 
survey 

• Finalized survey 
of people with 
lived experience 
of perinatal 
mental health 
and substance 
use 

 

• Conducted focus groups to 
better understand issue of 
drug paraphernalia  

• Gun lock distribution 

• Created Violence 
Prevention Resource 
Guide 

• Partnered on Zilber 
College of Public Health 
Policy Briefs on firearm 
point of sale and safe 
storage for suicide and 
injury prevention 

• Finalized Harm Reduction 
Educational Brief: Access 
to Safer Smoking Supplies 
Saves Lives  

 

Power Sharing and Equity 

MKE Elevate uses a variety of strategies from the MAPP 2.0 Power Framework to practice power sharing.  

Conducted equity activities at 50% of quarterly meetings and at 2 general member meetings 

MAPP Power Framework Activity 

1. Process (unpack power and privilege)  

2. Form (build container for work) • Window of Tolerance  

• Shared agreements 

3. Study (learn about communities’ histories)  • What You Didn't Learn in School presentation by 
Derek Mosley 

• Storytelling Project 

4. Build (cultivate relationships) • Community Based Orgs vs Community Power 
Building Orgs 

• Spectrum of Community Engagement to Ownership 

• Beloved Community presentation by Linetta 
Alexander of UBUNTU Research and Evaluation 

5. Share (with partners and community) • Co-chair engagement 

6. Strategize and Act (amplify and invest)  

7. Evolve (reflect on process, outcomes)  
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Included 15 partner presentations at meetings, including: 

Steering 
Committee 

Built Environment Maternal & Child Health Safe & Supportive Communities 

• Vision Zero 

• NACCHO 

• Milwaukee 
Habitat for 
Humanity 

• 1000 Friends of 
WI 

 

• Moms Mental Health 
Initiative  

• Asthma-Safe Homes 
• Meta House 

• ICare BadgerCare+ HMO 

• Collective for Powerful Action 

• Milwaukee County Department of 
Human Health and Services Credible 
Messenger program 

• Office of Community Wellness and 
Safety Promise Keepers 

• OCWS ReCAST: Credible Clinicians and 
Healers Network, Healing Hubs 
Network. 

• One MKE coalition 

• Southeastern Wisconsin Veteran for 
Suicide Prevention Task Force 

• Violence Response Public Health Team 

 

 5 community co-chairs assisted with meeting planning and facilitation.  

Built Environment Maternal and Child Health Safe and Supportive Communities 

Teresina Simmons,  
Regal Aspire LLC 
 
Mia Rudolph-Schulta,  
City of Milwaukee Environmental 
Collaboration Office 

Lakeeta Watts,  
Essentially Empowered 
 
Akke Neel Talsma,  
UWM School of Nursing and 
Maternity Metrix 

Quinn Taylor,  
Office of Community Wellness and Safety 
 
 

  

12 Zip Codes Reached by MKE Elevate Outreach in 2025 

53209 53206 53212 53211 53205 53202 

53216 53210 53208 53204 53215 53233 
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Figure 2. Benefits of Participating in MKE Elevate in 2025 

Appendix B

2025 MKE Elevate Partner Survey Results

Figure 1. Actions Taken by MKE Elevate Partners in 2025
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