CITY OF MILWAUKEE
HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Home Environmental Health
phone: 414-286-2165

HEPA VAC RENTAL SIGN OFF SHEET
DOs AND DON’Ts

Please review and sign this guide to familiarize yourself with the dos and don’ts of using HEPA

vacuums.

Vacuum should be used for lead dust and paint chips ONLY

DOs for Using HEPA Vacuums to Remove
Lead Dust

DO: Use a certified 3™ party HEPA vacuum. Ensure the
vacuum is equipped with a true HEPA filter rated to
capture 99.97% of particles as small as 0.3 microns.

DO: Vacuum all horizontal (flat) surfaces. Focus on
floors, windowsills, baseboards, and furniture tops.

DO: Vacuum slowly and methodically. Move in one
direction, then repeat in the opposite direction to
ensure thorough coverage.

DO: Follow with wet cleaning. After vacuuming, use
disposable cloths or mops with all-purpose cleaner to
remove any remaining dust.

DO: Consider wearing protective gear. Use gloves, a
mask, and/or old clothing that can be discarded after
cleaning.

DO: Make sure all items are checked in and out when
returning the vacuum.

Check out our video on

how to properly
use a HEPA Vacuum.
Scan the QR Code:

¥ DON'Ts for Using HEPA Vacuums to Remove
Lead Dust

DON’T: use non-HEPA vacuums. Bagless or standard
vacuums can release lead dust back into the air.

DON’T: clean while children or pregnant individuals are
present. Lead exposure is especially harmful to these
groups.

DON'T: use vacuum to suck up dirt, leaves or debris.
Only use for fine dust.

DON’T: Dry sweep or shake rugs - this spreads lead
dust into the air and onto clean surfaces.

DON’T: open vacuum. Please return full, and MHD will
empty and clean out the bag properly.

DON'T: use vacuum for mold and asbestos removal.

Please sign below stating that you have read and understood the above information.
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