
Level of 
Health 

Concern 
AQI Value People Likely 

Affected 

Recommended Action  
Emergency 
Response 

City Employees Schools, Childcare, 
Older Adults 

Outdoor Workers Indoor Activities Outdoor Activities/ 
Recreation 

Good 0-50 None expected No action No action No action No action No action No action 

Moderate 51-100 

People with 
chronic 

conditions 
(including heart 

disease, lung 
disease, and 

asthma) 

No action 

No action, provide 
work 

accommodations for 
outdoor workers as 

needed 

Watch for symptoms in 
sensitive groups 

(coughing and 
shortness of breath) 

Some individuals may 
require work 

accommodations 
No action No action 

Unhealthy 
for 

Sensitive 
Groups 

101-150 

Sensitive groups 
(including people 

with heart and 
lung disease, 
asthma, older 

adults, pregnant 
people, children) 

Share messages 
about health 

effects of wildfire 
smoke exposure 

and mitigation 
measures, focus 

on sensitive 
groups 

Consider limiting 
work in outdoor or 

unfiltered air 
locations, provide 

work 
accommodations for 
outdoor workers as 

needed 

Limit prolonged exertion 
for sensitive groups, 

consider moving 
activities indoors to 

filtered air 

Consider limiting work 
in outdoor or unfiltered 

air locations, some 
individuals may require 
work accommodations 

Keep doors and 
windows closed 

Consider moving 
activities indoors 

Unhealthy 151-200 Everyone 
Messaging to 

population (see 
above) 

Reassign non-critical 
operations to work in 
filtered air locations; 

for critical operations, 
provide N95 

respirators for 
voluntary use 

Limit prolonged outdoor 
exertion for everyone, 

move activities indoors 
to filtered air or 

reschedule 

Reassign non-critical 
operations to work in 
filtered air locations; 

for critical operations, 
provide N95 respirators 

for voluntary use 

Keep doors and 
windows closed, 

monitor indoor air 
quality 

Highly recommended 
to cancel outdoor 
events involving 

physical activity or 
relocate activities 

indoors 

Very 
Unhealthy 

201-300 Everyone Messaging 

Suspend outdoor 
work/events as 

possible; 
for critical operations, 
use of N95 respirators 

recommended 

Avoid outside activities, 
move all activities 

indoors to filtered air or 
reschedule 

Suspend work as 
possible; 

for critical operations, 
use of N95 respirators 

recommended 

Keep doors and 
windows closed, 

monitor indoor air 
quality 

 

Cancel outdoor events 
involving physical 

activity, highly 
recommended to 

cancel outdoor events 
that do not involve 

physical activity 

Hazardous 301-500 Everyone Messaging 
 

See Very Unhealthy 
category, consider 

canceling in-person 
operations if indoor 
air quality cannot be 

kept below AQI of 200 

See Very Unhealthy 
category, consider 

canceling in-person 
operations if indoor air 
quality cannot be kept 

below AQI of 200 

Suspend work as 
possible; 

for critical operations, 
use of N95 respirators 
highly recommended 

 

Keep doors and 
windows closed, 

monitor indoor air 
quality 

 

Cancel all outdoor 
events and activities, 
consider cancellation 

of indoor activities that 
require participants to 

travel 


