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Sexually Transmitted Infections
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Figure 1: Percent positivity for specimens screened using molecular or serological
assays for the given organism.
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Figure 2: Respiratory pathogens detected using a Respiratory Pathogen Panel
(RPP) and/or RT-PCR Influenza assay.
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From the desk of the Public
Health Laboratory Director

MHDL accepting patient-collected
genital swabs

The MHD Laboratory is now accepting
patient-collected vaginal and penile
swabs as an alternative to provider-
collected specimens for  Neisseria
gonorrhoeae (GC) culture and antibiotic
susceptibility testing (AST). Self-sampling
is becoming more widely accepted and
utilized, especially among high-risk
populations. Taking into consideration
data proving comparable sensitivity and
specificity of self-obtained samples to
those collected by a clinician, MHDL has
independently validated patient-
collected vaginal and penile swabs in
clinical setting as a specimen source
obtained in ESwab ™ Collection and
Transport System for GC culture-AST.
Specimens must be collected in a clinical
setting (not for at home collections).

MHDL now offering SARS-CoV-2 antibody
testing

Fee-exempt SARS-CoV-2 IgG antibody
testing is available at MHDL. Testing is
recommended in individuals at least 10
days post-symptom onset or following
exposure to individuals with laboratory-
confirmed COVID-19. Patients tested
prior to this time may be negative.
Therefore, molecular testing is
recommended for diagnosis of COVID-19
in symptomatic patients.

MHDL COVID-19 guidance updates
MHDL’s COVID-19 testing instructions
continue to be updated regularly. Current
information is posted on our website:
www.milwaukee.gov/healthlab.

Data for COVID-19 testing performed at
MHDL during the month of May is
included as a supplement to this report.

Links to related information & data:
WI DPH Memo: Guidance on
Postmortem COVID-19 Testing

MHD COVID-19 Situation
WSLH Laboratory Surveillance Report



http://www.milwaukee.gov/healthlab
https://twitter.com/MKEhealth
https://twitter.com/MKEhealth
https://www.youtube.com/user/MilwaukeeHealthDept
https://www.youtube.com/user/MilwaukeeHealthDept
https://www.facebook.com/MKEHealth/
https://www.facebook.com/MKEHealth/
mailto:MHDLab@milwaukee.gov
mailto:MHDLab@milwaukee.gov
https://city.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/healthAuthors/LAB/PDFs/MHDLCOVID-19testinginstructions.pdf
http://www.milwaukee.gov/healthlab
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dph/memos/communicable-diseases/2020-18.pdf
http://www.milwaukee.gov/Coronavirus
http://www.slh.wisc.edu/wcln-surveillance/surveillance/

New HIV Infections

2.5

1.5

Rate/100,000

0.5

December

NAA

February March
Month

January

County City

Syphilis Surveillance

April May

Figure 3: Monthly comparison of rate of
new HIV infections in Milwaukee County
and the City of Milwaukee, using data
obtained from the Wisconsin Department
of Health Services. Numbers are
provisional and subject to change.

For statewide HIV data, visit:
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hiv/data.
htm
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Figure 4: Monthly comparison of syphilis
data with year over year comparisons.

Number of specimens screened at MHDL,
darker bars represent confirmed tests.
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Figure 5: Antibiotic susceptibility profile of
Gonorrhea isolates identified in males and
females. In May 2020, 18 of 53 cultures
tested were found to be nonsusceptible
to Azithromycin according to CLSI
guidelines. MHDL tests for antibiotic
resistance to Azithromycin, Ceftriaxone,
Cefixime and Gentamicin.


https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/hiv/data.htm

Sexually Transmitted Infections by Source
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Figure 6: Distribution of STlIs detected

using NAAT. In May 2020, 9.4% of male
and 12.7% of female specimens screened
were positive for Chlamydia. 13.3% of
male and 9.2% of female specimens were
positive for Gonorrhea. 25.7% of male
and both of the 2 female specimens were
positive for M. genitalium. 1.0% of male
specimens and 8.2% of female specimens
were positive for Trichomonas.

Note: Darker bars indicate positive
specimens.
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Figure 7: Specimens tested using
molecular methods.

Note: Height of bar indicates number of
specimens tested.

Darker bars indicate DNA/RNA detected
by virus culture, real-time PCR and/or
nucleotide sequencing analysis.
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Legionella Testing
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25 Figure 8: Clinical specimens tested using
culture and molecular methods.
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*MHDL is one of the CDC ELITE certified
sites for environmental Legionella testing.

15 See the Winter 2019 issue of the
APHL Bridges newsletter for more

10 information.

5 Note: Darker bars indicate confirmed
Legionella pneumophila by culture and/or
0 — real-time PCR.
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https://www.aphl.org/aboutAPHL/publications/Documents/Bridges-W19.pdf

