Why is
Lead
Harmful?

When lead enters the body, it is
toxic. Children are at higher risk to
become lead-poisoned.

At
Risk
For

Lead can have the following health
impacts in children :

Lead
Poisoning?
A QUICK GUIDE TO LET YOU KNOW
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO KEEP YOUR
FAMILY LEAD-SAFE!

(414)286-2165
Milwaukee.gov/lead
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What is PAINT
Lead?

You may be at risk for lead in paint if:
Live in a home built before 1978 and
Have paint that is chipping, peeling, flaking and
dusty around windows, floors and doors

Lead is an
element
found in
nature

Lead can still be found in our
environment today because it was
used often in the past in paint,
gasoline, and water piping. It can
be found in:
Paint (Indoor and outdoor)
Water
Soil
Products from other countries
that still use lead

You may be at risk for lead in water if:
Live in a home built before 1962.
These homes can have lead pipes that
bring water to the home for use

What you can do:

What you can do:

Always use soap and water when washing or cleaning:
Hands
Toys
See if you qualify for a free
Bottles and Pacifiers
water filter by calling
Clothes
414-286-2165
Windows and floors
Use duct tape to cover windows, walls and doors where
lead paint is chipping, peeling, or flaking

Where is
Lead
Found?

WATER

Leave your shoes at the door to keep lead from
outside out of your home

SOIL

You may be at risk for lead in soil if:
Live in a home built before 1978 and
Have paint on the outside of the home, fence and
garage that is chipping, peeling, flaking and dusty

What you can do:
If you live in a home without grass, keep children out of
bare soil. Cover bare soil with grass or mulch

Filter your water and replace
filters regularly. Use a water filter
that is certified to remove lead
(NSF/ANSI 53 filter)

If you do not have a filter, always
run your cold tap water for 3 minutes between uses
Women who may/can become pregnant and children
under 6 years old should ALWAYS drink and cook with
filtered or bottled water

PRODUCTS
You may be at risk for lead in products if:
Regularly used products that are made outside
of the United States including:
Medicinal remedies
Bullets/ammunition
Toys
Cosmetics

Cookware (pots, pans)
Jewelry
Candies
Spices

What you can do:

Wash dirt and dust off of hands, body, toys, bottles and
clothes with soap and water

Wash your child's hands and toys often

Always wash fruits and vegetables with cold water for 1
minute or until all dirt and dust is removed

Avoid using imported products listed above unless
they have been tested and do not have lead

Feed your child healthy snacks

