
SCENARIO
Suspension of Public Gatherings

Sometime early in spring a novel virus emerged in a neighboring country.  There were many epidemiological unknowns associated with the virus although transmission appeared to be quite efficient.  Surveillance systems detected large clusters of cases quickly erupting throughout the country, leaving thousands of people very ill in its wake.  Public health officials in many countries were closely monitoring the spread of the virus.
At the end of April that same year, a large local health department in the U.S. identified its first lab confirmed case of the novel virus.  The individual was an elementary school aged child who attended one of the local schools.  Within a short period of time several other children who attended the same school became ill with similar symptoms and subsequently tested positive for the same virus.  Shortly thereafter, large clusters of lab confirmed cases of the virus began to surface in the neighborhoods surrounding the school.  In an attempt to disrupt transmission of this virus and potential spread to other areas within the city, public health authorities issued an order suspending public gatherings.

