Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) about the Seizure of Animals
What does seizure of a dangerous or diseased animal mean?
This means that the City of Milwaukee Health Department or the people it has assigned this task are going to take the animal or animals in question from you.
Why do I have to turn my animal(s) over to you?
The City of Milwaukee Health Department has reason to believe that the animal(s) in question poses a threat to people’s health and safety.
What is going to happen to my animal(s)?

The City of Milwaukee Health Department works with the Milwaukee Area Domestic Animal Control Commission (MADACC) to take possession of and house your animal.  MADACC will get a sample from your animal and the sample will be tested to see if the animal(s) test positive for any diseases it is suspected of spreading to the public.
When do I get my animal(s) back?
You will get your animal back when the commissioner of health determines your animal(s) no longer pose a threat to the public’s health. 
What happens if I don’t allow you to take my animal(s)?
By law you must follow the health commissioner’s request to help keep the public safe.  The City of Milwaukee Health Department is in charge of making sure the rules for seizure of dangerous or diseased animals are followed.  If you don’t follow the request you are subject to legal action which may result in civil and/or criminal sanctions for violations of applicable laws, regulations and ordinances.
If you have additional questions about seizure of your animal(s) or need any other assistance, call The City of Milwaukee Health Department at 414-286-3521.
You have a duty to stop the spread of disease.  Please follow all City of Milwaukee Health Department officials’ directions.
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