
SCENARIO
The Release of Information on Potential Contacts – Individual

Last week, St. Augustine’s Church hosted a Bingo and potluck dinner night for the church’s parishioners.  The parish council solicited parishioners to provide entrees and desserts for the Bingo-potluck bash.  Father Jan kept a detailed Excel spreadsheet of parishioners who volunteered to work or bring food for the potluck dinner.  The day after the bingo and potluck dinner night, St. Augustine’s rectory was inundated with phone calls and e-mails from parishioners who attended the church’s social event.  People called the rectory to report nausea, vomiting, constipation, increased fatigue, vertigo, blurred vision, dry mouth, slurred speech, and difficulty swallowing.  For some, the symptoms began a few hours after eating at the church social event, while others first developed symptoms a few days after the event.  One parishioner experienced all of the symptoms previously listed plus numbness or tingling of the upper extremities and acute respiratory distress.  This individual was transported via ambulance to the emergency department at the local hospital and was immediately placed on mechanical ventilation due to diaphragm and intercostals paralysis (muscles used in respiration).  Laboratory testing confirmed what doctors suspected:  Intestinal Botulism.  Public health investigation of this illness outbreak revealed that only people who consumed a tuna casserole with mushrooms became ill with symptoms consistent with botulism poisoning.  In an attempt to identify the specific food in the casserole that was contaminated with the Clostridium Botulinum neurotoxin, the local health department issued an order for St. Augustine’s Church to provide the name and contact information of the parishioner who prepared the casserole for the church social.


