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Commissioner of Health Advises School Closure During
Extreme Cold Weather in the Milwaukee Area

Bitterly cold temperatures coupled with strong winds are a major concern for all residents, but
particularly for young children who quickly lose heat from their bodies when outdoors. For this reason,
the City of Milwaukee Health Department is recommending school closure when wind chills are at or
below 25 degrees below zero to protect our most vulnerable citizens from serious medical complications
such as frostbite and hypothermia. If schools choose to remain open, the Health Department urges them
to assure that doors are unlocked to allow children to immediately enter the building upon their arrival.
We also encourage schools to forego all outdoor activities whenever wind chills are at or below 25

degrees below zero.



