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PERMIT & DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

Residential Fence Permit Application 
One- and Two- Family Homes 

Project Information 
Property Address 

Type of Building ☐ Single Family ☐ Duplex Project Cost 

Fencing Material ☐ Wood ☐ Chain Link ☐ Plastic/Vinyl ☐ Metal ☐ Other 

Fencing Type ☐ Picket ☐ Solid ☐ Solid w/ Lattice ☐ Stockade ☐ Other 

Fence Height Front Yard ☐ 4 ft. ☐ 5 ft. ☐ 6 ft. ☐ Other 

Side Yard ☐ 4 ft. ☐ 4 ft. + 2 ft. ☐ 6 ft. ☐ Other 

Rear Yard ☐ 4 ft. ☐ 5 ft. ☐ 6 ft. ☐ Other 

Note: 4 ft. + 2 ft. is 4 ft. of solid fence plus an additional 2 ft. of fence that is at least 50% open 

Owner Contact Information 
Name 

Company Name 

Street Address City, State, Zip 

Phone Number Email 

Contractor Contact Information ☐ Check if work will be installed by owner 
Name 

Company Name 

HICL License # 

Street Address City, State, Zip 

Phone Number Email 

MCO 239-2 Fences - Design Standards & Regulations 

 Fences, including all posts and vertical structural supports, shall meet the applicable fence height, setback and vision 
triangle regulations of Ch. 295. 

 The maximum dimension of wood posts shall be 6” nominal.  The maximum dimension of boards shall be one by 8” nominal.
The maximum diameter of individual poles of a stockade fence shall be 3” nominal. 

 All fences shall be constructed of approved fencing material and constructed in workman-like manner. The use of doors or 
plywood sheets, snow fence, pallets, chicken wire or plastic material less than 1/2 inch in thickness is prohibited. 

 The supporting horizontal and vertical members of a fence shall face the interior of the lot on which the fence is erected. 
 The fence material which faces the exterior of the lot must be the same grade, or better, of the material facing the interior of

the lot. 
 The construction of any opaque fence that is 4 feet or more in height shall be properly anchored to a depth of not less than 30

inches. 
 Each fence shall be uniform in color, except that a fence painted, stained or otherwise finished in 2 colors shall be permitted. 

A fence may be painted, stained or otherwise finished in 3 or more colors only with the permission of the commissioner. 
 An increase in height not exceeding 2 inches to allow for clearance between the fencing material and the surface below to 

prevent decay or corrosion is permitted. 
 All fences shall be constructed to withstand a wind pressure of at least 30 pounds per square foot.

809 N Broadway, 1st Floor, Milwaukee, WI 53202   |    (414) 286-8210    |   DevelopmentCenterInfo@milwaukee.gov 

https://city.milwaukee.gov/DNS/permits/info
mailto:DevelopmentCenterInfo@milwaukee.gov


Updated: 3/20/2026 ENHANCING DEVELOPMENT  •  ENGAGING NEIGHBORHOODS  •  ENSURING SAFETY  2 

Provide a drawing of your property with the fence locations and heights clearly marked. 

Show the location of the house, garage, streets, alleys, sidewalks, property lines, and proposed fence.  Include an 
arrow to show which direction is North.  Please note the entirety of the fence must be on your property.   

When you provide a check as payment, you authorize us either to use information from your check to make a one-time electronic fund transfer 
from your account, or to process the payment as a check transaction.  I attest that the above information accurately describes the property and the 
proposed work to be performed on it.  

I agree to comply with all City of Milwaukee and State of Wisconsin codes applicable to the occupancy and work stated above.  No asbestos 
project, as defined in Ch. 66 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances, is included in the work performed under this permit. I understand that any 
falsification or misinformation may result in penalties prescribed in the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances. 

Applicant’s Signature Date 
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