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We hope your Historic Preservation unit, as well as other historical 
agencies in the Milwaukee area which will receive copies of the index, 
find that it enhances the value of the Report. We are grateful that 
you continue to send the Library copies of neighborhood reports, such 
as the South Side Neighborhood Historical Resources Survey, recently 
received by Paul Woehrmann. We hope to do complete analytical indexes 
to all these reports as soon as we can find a volunteer with the 
patience and persistence for this type of work. ‘

Please find enclosed a name index to the Westside Neighborhood
• Historical Resource Final Report 1984. Last year we were able to have 

a volunteer in the Library's Humanities Department create a card index 
to the Report, which we recently typed as you see it.

Donald J. Sager
City Librarian
814 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee, Wl 53233-2385 
(414)278-3020
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Department of City Development 
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Milwaukee, WI 53202
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Advancement Association of Milwaukee 333
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Allis, Carol M. 77

Albert Markham's Academy 115

Allen-Bradley Company 353

Ambassador Hotel 31, 352

American Legion 183, 184

American Legion of Honor 186, 293

97, 9894, 96,

American Luther Association

American Machine and Foundry 60

Amour, Philip 328

See:
See:

American Lung Association of Wisconsin 
Wisconsin Anti-Tuberculosis Association 
Wisconsin Lung Association

82, 184, 185, 274, 
303

American Red Cross
See: The Red Cross
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107Anderson, William A.

206Andree, S.W.

55Anheuser-Busch Company

A.O. Smith Company

186Ancient Order of United Workmen

10Ardmore
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307Armour, Phillip .

18Armstrong, Thomas

253 •Art Deco Apartment

331Associated Charities of Milwaukee

304, 337, 343Association of Commerce

275Audsley, George

46August Krug Brewery

80Baasen, John F.

292Bach, Bernhardt

290, 292Bach, Catherine

292Bach, Christopher Jr.

293Bach, Clara

290, 292Bach, George

292, 293Bach, George (1843)

293Bach, George

290, 291, 292Bach, Christopher

Arena Ice Gardens
See: Castle Ice Gardens Palace
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Bach, Frank 266

Bach, Frieda 293

Bach, Gustave 292

Bach, Hugo 292

Bach, Louise 293

Bach, Mrs. Oscar 324

Bach, Oscar 293

Badger Architects 281

Bagnall House 276

Bancker, Abram 246

Bangor Punta Corporation 60

Banker's Clubs 313, 320

Bank of America 285

Bank of Commerce 320

Barkhausen, Carl C. 262, 263

Barndt, Or. M.A. 266

Barnet, Dr. M.A. 249

Barth Manufacturing Company 56

Bartlett Clinial Club 350

Bartlett, Or. John K. 72

Baubletz, Albert 243

Baumbach, M. Von 320

Bay View High School 279

Beaver Manufacturing Company 336

Becker, G.R. 100

Baumback, Gerhardy and Company
See: Charles Baubach Company
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203, 222Becker, Washington

38Ben Franklin Variety Store

266Benesch, S.

175Bentley Brothers

75, 161Beman, S.S.

93Bergholz, Building

46, 193, 312, 313Best, Charles

312Best, Frederick Charles

46Best, Jacob

333Best, Marie

333Best, Philip

164Bethel Evangelical Church

136, 145, 146Bethlehem Lutheran Church

110■ Bethlehem School

101Bethel Care

341Better Business Bureau of the Music Trade

341Beyer, Lenora

347Biatzek, Mae

184Biersach, Hugo,

179Bijou, Theatre

30, 31Biltmore Grande

249Binney, Joshua

215Birchard, Harvey

72Birkner, Charles

271Blackstone, Apartments

Best's Brewery
See: Philip Best Brewing Company
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269Blaeser, Peter

46, 47Blatz Brewery

Blatz Hotel 346

Blatz Outing Club 324

343Bieck, Ernestine

32

173Blue Lodges (Masonic)

214, 218, 219, 220Bluemound Road

305Blue Mound Country Club

219, 220Bluemound Road Bridge

97Bluemound Sanitarium

Bluhme, Sophia 345

32, 294Bockl Building

Bockl, George 92

186Boehme Hal 1

304Boesel, Ella

189Booth, Edwin

186Boehme, Louis

Bombert, Charles 346

35Boulevard Storage

33Boxer Building

274Boyington, W.W.

308Bracken, Elizabeth

153Bradford, Joseph B.

77Bradley, Allis

Boys Tech High School
See: Milwaukee Technical High School

Blood Center
See: Equitable Life Building
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Bradley, Henry C. 353

Brady Street 77

Brandhorst, Henrietta 300

Breslauer, A. 269

Breslauer, Joseph 262

Bridges, A.C. 203

Brielmaier, Erhard 139, 261

Broadway Street 140

Brown's Brewery 46

Brown Chrysler Car Dealership 259

Brown, George H. 208

Brown, Horace Drs. 350

Brumder, Emma 300

Brumder, George 78, 283, 299, 300

Brumder-, George F. 300

Brumder, Herbert 300

Brumder, Herman 300

Brumder, Ida 300

Brumder, William 300

.85, 116, 177Brust and Brust

Bub, Joseph 87

272Bublitz, Albert

Buccholz, Charles F. 27

4, 16Buck, James

261Buemming & Jahn

261, 262Buemming, Herman W.

298Buestrin, Henry
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Burnham, Jonathan L. 42

Burnham, George 42

326Calhoun, Mary A.

Calumet Club 305, 317, 341

Calvary Cemetery 231

Calvary Presbyterian

Campbell's Hall 147

Camp, Hoel H. 77

Camp, Randall 198

Camp, Reno 198

Camp, Scott 192, 200

Camp, Washburn 198

Caro, Dr. Victor 80, 89

Carpenter Baking Company 325

Carpenter Building 195

Carpenter, Matthew 150, 243

Carpenter, Michael 324, 325, 326, 327

Carpenter, M.H. 326

Carpenter, J.J. 326

Cary, John 300

Case Threshing and Mayer Boot and Shoe 97

Cass Street 112

26, 205

Castle Tavern 30

Cawker Memorial Animal Home 295

Cedarburg Woolen Mi 11 293

24, 152, 253, 270, 
307, 316

Castle Ice Gardens Palace
See: Arena Ice Gardens



- 8 -

Page

4Central Business District

149Center Street

142, 154, 155, 156Central United Methodist Church

274, 319, 347Chamber of Commerce Building

346

119Charles Mayer's Commercial College

52Charles Nagel and Associates

267Charlton & Kuenzli

149Cherry Street

77, 79, 300, 321Children's Hospital

147Christy, Rev. V.B.

310C.H. Starke Dredge & Dock Company

157Church For Al 1 People

208Cinema Inc.

8City Charter - 1856

264, 265Clas, Alfred C.

265Clas, Reuben F.

Clas, Shepherd & Clas

19, 24, 217, 218,
219, 274, 285, 
300, 308, 318, 319

75, 76, 175, 264, 
265

Christian Science Society of Milwaukee
See: Sixth Church of Christ Scientist

Christian Scientists Association of Wisconsin 
See: Students Christian Scientist Association, 

No. 11

Chestnut
See: Juneau Avenue

Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad 
See: Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad 
See: La Crosse Railroad

Charles Baumbach Company
See: Baumback, Gerhardy & Company

Central Park
See: Milwaukee Garden



- 9 -

Page

Cleaver, A. B. 153

Clybourn 5, 42, 131, 154

Coach House/Holiday Inn 31

35, 36, 259, 263

Coakley, Neil 36

■Cold Spring House 197, 227

Cold Spring Park

Colonial [Theater] 207

Columbia Hospital 94

Columbus Institute 177

Commercial Club 340

Concordia College

Concordia Fire Insurance Company 299, 301

Coney Medical Institute 132

Continental Motel 31

Cook, Thomas D. 242

Country Club 313

County Emergency Hospital 88, 89, 90

County General Hospital 89, 90

County Institutions 133

Cream [C]Bity Bedding Company 342

Cream City Brewing 46

Cramer, Edwin 264

Cramer, Eliphat 215

196, 197, 198, 199, 
227, 228, 289

Coakley Brothers
See: Lightening Messenger and Express Company

11, 12, 105, 119,
120, 121, 122, 123,
124, 165, 227, 255, ' 
276, 309, 317, 343, 
348
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262Crane, Charles
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6, 215, 284, 288Crocker, Hans

327, 328, 329Cudahy, Patrick

19Currie Brothers

19Currie, James

140Curtis, Rev. Otis F.

20Dalgleish, David

277Dal inden, Edward

184Dammann, Thomas

56, 57Davidson, Arthur

56Davidson, Walt

60Davidson, John A.

56, 60Davidson, William A.

60Davidson, William H.

245Davies, George J.

46Davies, John

7Davis, C.D.

79, 86, 87, 164Deaconess Hospital

90, 109, 279, 280de Gelleke, Gerrit J.

288Der Harold

180Devine, George

195Devine, James T.

110, 126, 156, 161, 
163, 262, 303

Deutscher Club
• See: Wisconsin Club
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Devine, Robert 180

Dick and Bauer 207, 262

Dick, Gustave A. 261

Dickens, George 200

Dieterle, John Phillips 96

Caswell Block Building 266, 267, 279, 280

Catholic Knights Tower 29

Caudi11-Rowlett-Scott 83

Cawker, Col. Harrison 294

Cawker, Lenore 294, 295

Divine Savior High School 117

Dixon Noyes & Dixon 321

Dolliver, Walter J. 264

Douglas, James 264, 266, 270, 279

Dousman, Michael 199

Dousman's Subdivision 8

Downer Avenue 113, 119

Downer College 141

Dreher, Pius 192

Drott Tractor Company 33, 259, 279

Dr. William Bayer's Commercial College 119

Durbin, H.F. 246

Dvorak, Dr. Harold 93

Dvorak, Dr. Laura M. Fisher 93

Eagles Club 195

Doctor's Hospital
See: Family Hospital
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Order of Good Fellows

100Earles, Dr. William H.

112East Division High School

80E. Brielmaier and Sons

159Eddy, Mary Baker

340Edmund Gram Piano Company

34Edwards, Frank J.

33, 34, 205, 295Edwards Motor Company

269Egan, James

243, 265Eiring, Bernard

87, 88Eisenberg,. Dr. Philip J.

6, 215Eldred, Elisha

Elmbrook Memorial Hospital 85

Elmergreen, Dr. Ralph 268

276Elm Grove Convent

8Emma's Subdivision

189Emerson, Ralph Waldo

91End, Dr. Edgar

309Engelman School

149Epiphany Lutheran Church

150, 152Episcopal City Mission and Neighborhood House

244, 262Esbanshade, A.H.

263Eschweiler, Alexander

263Eschweiler, Alexander C. Jr.

35, 36, 129, 263Eschweiler and Eschweiler Architectural Firm

Eagles 
See:

24, 169, 178, 179, 
180

Equitable Life Building
See: Blood Center
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Eschweiler, Carl 263

Eschweiler, Theodore 263

Eslien, Co. Garage 274

Evangelical Deaconess Society of Wisconsin 86

Evinrude, Ole 56

Fairies, Robert 17, 65

Family Hospital 38

Falk, Jung and Borchert Brewery 47, 49

Falk, Margaret 77

93, 207, 208
See:

Family Hospital Day Care Center 338

Family Hospital Nursing Home 101

Farnham, A.B. 350

Faries, Dr. Robert J.

Farwell Avenue 77

Federal Hospital at Wood 94

Feerick, Herbert 317

Fellowship Hal 1 110

Felman, Gilbert 52

Ferneckes and Dolliver 264, 306

Ferneckes, Max 264

Ferry, George B.

Ferry and Clas 298

Filer and Stowell Company 335

165, 228, 234, 
240, 287, 348

Family Hospital
Doctor's Hospital

142, 264, 265, 
334
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Finch, Asahel

Finch, Henry M. 286

Finch, Benoni W. 41

Finch, Miller, Finch and Lynde 286

142Finnish Congregational Church

First Baptist Church 157

160, 161First Church of Christ, Scientist

140First Congregational Bethel Church

See:

87, 88, 256
See:

First National Bank 320

140, 153, 162First Presbyterian Church

193First Wisconsin Infantry

94First Wisconsin National Bank

91Fischer, Joseph C.

309F.L. Vogel Sons

20, 151, 221, 231Forest Home Cemetery

Forrestal Row House (Forrestal Flats) 251, 280

35Fowler Street

Fox Wisconsin Amusement Corporation 200

345Frankfurth, William

72, 256, 284, 
286, 352

First Hospital - Milwaukee 
Westside Hospital 
Foundation 
University Hospital

First German Methodist Episcopal Church 
Highland Avenue Church

Franklin Bank Building
See: Old Line Life Insurance Building

Foundation Hospital
See: First Hospital - Milwaukee
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Frank, Louis Frederick 349

French, Samuel 350

Frick, Rev. William Keller 147, 148

Friedens School 105, 110, 186

Fries Farm 43 '

Fritschel, Rev. 74

Fundamental Bible Church 164, 165, 348

Galena Street 144

186

George W. Browne, Inc. 33

Geraard, Catherine 324

Gerber and Gram 339

German-Club 333

German-English Academy 292, 319

German Evangelical Synod 162

German Exchange Bank 320

Germani a ■ 299

Germania Building 276, 299

Germania National Bank 299

German Press-Club 324

Germania Publishing Company 299

Gegenseitige Unterstuetzungs
Gesellschaftm German!s 
(German Mutual Relief Society)

110,
164,

136, 162, 
231

Friedens Evangelical Church
See: Friedens United Church of Christ

Friedens United Church of Christ
See: Friedens Evangelical Church

Free Congregational Church
See: Grand Avenue Congregational Church 

Spring Street Congregational Church
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German Theater 281, 291, 292

80German YMCA

Gesu School 105, 110, 111

Gettelman, Adam 317

Gettleman Brewing Company

Gettleman Brewery Tavern 30

Geuder, William 265

Gezelschap, Charles 277

Gifford, Charles 18

Gipfel's Union Brewery 46

Godfrey Apartments 278

Goes and Falk's Bavaria Brewery 46

Goes, Edward 265

Gole, Zona 297

Goldsmith Maid 197

Goll, H. G. 275

Goll, Julius 349

Gombert, Charles 266, 279

Goodrich Steamship Line 333

See:
See:
See:

24, 111, 125, 126,
136, 137, 238,
253, 254, 270, 344

Good Samaritan Hospital 
Passavant Hospital 
Milwaukee Hospital 
Lutheran Hospital

66, 67, 69, 70, 71,
72, 73, 74, 75, 77, 
256, 296

Gesu Church
See: Gesu Parish

The Girls Trade and Technical School
See: Milwaukee Trade and Technical School for 

Girls

Gesu Parish
See: Gesu Church

29, 46, 54, 234, 
239
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Gordon Page Chevrolet 34

Grabau, Johann Andreas 143, 144, 345

Grabhorg, T. 245

Grace Lutheran Church 71, 162, 349

Graf, Fred A. 266

Graham - Sternemann House 262

Gram, Edmund 339

154, 155, 271

Grand Avenue's West Side Literary Club 141

Grand Opera House 293

Grant Hall 82, 102

Grassold and Johnson 208

Grassold and Johnson 145

Great Lakes Dredge and Dock Company 310

Gregory, John B. - 42, 44

Green, Samuel 222

Grey, Elmer 160

Gross, Arthur 342

Gross, Lisette 47

Gross, Phillip 341, 342, 343

Grand Avenue Congregation Church 
Free Congregational Church 
Spring Street Congregational Church

See:
See:

164,
253,

24, 140, 141, 142,
181, 236,
275

Grand Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church
See: Methodist Episcopal Church of Milwaukee
See: Milwaukee Mission

Grand Avenue
See: Wisconsin Avenue

Grand Avenue Baptist Church
See: West Side Baptist Tabernacle



- 18 -

Page

See:

270, 271Guthrie, Hugh

151Guyld, George

164Haack, John L.

164Hadley Street

275Hamm, J.

56Harley, Bill

Harley-Davidson Motorcycle Company

202Harmonie Club

Harnischfeger, Henry

Harpke, Dr. Henry

337Harrington, Estella

222Harrison, Stephen

249Hase, Frank

215Hathaway, Joshua

345Hazo, Henry

145Hauser, Hugo

6, 89, 284, 285Hawley, Cyrus

Henes, Irma

124, 125, 137, 231Henni, Bishop Martin J.

47Henning, Charles

276Hensing, Frank C.

116, 267Herbst and Kuenzli

237, 276, 283,
329, 330, 331

45, 55, 56, 57, 
58, 59, 60, 61, 
217, 260, 263

Gruenhagen Cemetery
Second Word Cemetery

Guiding Light Baptist Church
See: Zion Rock Mission Baptist Church
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Herbst, William G. 266, 267

Herida Apartments 252

Hetherington, M.D. 165

H. F. Dunn Wholesale Millinery Company 301

Highland Avenue

156, 157, 262

Highland Community School 346

Hilgren, Helen 293

Hilgren, Frederick 293

Hilgren Manufacturing Company 293

Histed Motor Company 33

Hoeck, F. H. 271

Hoelz, E. P. 266

Hoffmann, Thomps 184

Hoffman, Charles G. 30

147, 274Holbrook, W. A.

Holst, Charles 272

Holy Angels Academy

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 149

6, 12, 13, 37, 55, 
82, 101, 112, 123, 
139, 192, 199, 
215, 243, 269, 
275, 346

Highland Boulevard
See: Sauerkraut Boulevard

Highland Avenue Church
See: First German Methodist Episcopal Church

8, 11, 12, 56, 
.150, 161, 229, 
230, 236, 246, 
247, 248, 254, 
260, 262, 263, 
265, 266, 267, 
305, 306, 317, 
343

83, 105, 115, 116,
117
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111., 125, 137, 138Holy Name Parish

142, 217Holton, E. D.

142Holton, James

Home Savings Bank 319

Hood and Tullgren 278

149, 150Hope Lutheran Church

170Howe, Mrs. Julia Ward

243Howie, David

252, 272Hudson Apartments

266, 267Hufschmidt, William F.

285Hull, D. P.

294, 295, 309Humane Society

44Humboldt Avenue

Humphrey Chevrolet

233Hunholz Brothers

316Hunter Margaret

31Hyatt Hotel

181Ide, Pastor

179Immel Construction

350Inbusch, Emily

Indian (motorcycle manufacturer) 58

186Independent Order of Foresters

186, 343Independent Order of Odd Fellows

169, 296Industrial School for Girls

164Jackson Street

Ivanhoe Commandery #24 (Masonic) 173, 347

46, 47Jacob Best Brewery
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Jacobi, Jacob 267

Jacobi and Dohmens 163

Jacobi & Wiskocil 267

Jaeger, Oswald 274

Jefferson Street 157

Jennings, Royal 0. 285

Jeremiah and Brightman's Paper Factory 44

Jermain, Louis A. 133

Jervis, William 285

81, 101

See:

See:

Jock, Reverend Timothy 139

John, Amalie 301

John Meunier Gun Company 344

Johnson Electric Service Company 308

Johnston, Butler 177

Johnston Hall 127, 130, 255, 256

Johnston, John 314,

Johnston, Robert 116, 127, 128

Jones, Issac H. 19

Joseph Schlitz Brewing Company 305

Jewish Social Services Association
See: ‘Jewish Family and Children's Services

181,
315,

313,
316

Jewish Hospital
Mount Sinai Medical Center

Jewish Family and Children's Services 
See: Society for the Care of Dependent 

Jewish Children
Jewish Social Services Association
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227, 229
See:

1, 5, 16, 41, 286Juneau, Solomon

226, 227Juneautown

275Jungblut, J.

29, 46Jung Brewing Company

72Kaag, Sister Barbara

94, 237, 244, 277Kalvelage, Joseph B.

162Kampmeier, Rev. William

113, 114Kander, Elizabeth Black

267Karger, Leopold

184Karrer, E. H.

Katzer, Archbishop Feerick 352

331Kauertz, Frederick

331Kauwertz,' Marie

267Kelbe, Theodore

267, 268Keller, Charles

274Keller, F.C.

192Kemper, H.

Kenwood Boulevard 119

271Kenwood Masonic Temple

303Kershaw, C.J.

317Kich, George

Juneau Park
7th Ward Park

5, 8,

3, 5, 6, 7, 22, 23, 
25, 26, 27, 30, 37, 
42, 84, 109, 110, 
157, 162, 163, 186, 
196, 222, 227, 259, 
263, 266, 271, 275, 
281, 286, 305, 324

Juneau Avenue
See: Chestnut
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Kieckhefer, Alfred 333

Kiechgefer [Kieckhefer] Brothers 342

Kieckhefer, Charles 332

Kieckhefer, Clara 333

331, 332, 333Kieckhefer, Ferdinand

333Kieckhefer, Louise

Kieckhefer, Minnie 333

248Kieckhefer, Robert

27Kief, Peter

28, 275Kiesslich, Edward

Ki 1 bourn Avenue

Ki 1 bourn, Byron

58Kilbourn Finance Corporation

172, 173, 174, 257Kilbourn Lodge #3 (Masonic)

KiIbourntown

106King, Rufus

268, 269Kirchhoff, Charles, Jr.

268Kirchhoff, Charles, Sr.

268Kirchhoff, Roger C.

266Kirchhoff and Rose

20, 343, 344Klockner, Alexander

3, 5, 7, 8, 226, 
227

2, 5, 7, 16, 212, 
217, 226

5, 6, 8, 9, 12, 14, 
18, 19, 36, 72, 74, 
79, 80, 82, 94, 100, 
101, 108, 116, 117, 
120; 121, 131, 139, 
200, 215, 237, 243, 
244, 245, 250, 251, 
252, 256, 262, 265, 
268, 269, 271, 275, 
277, 280, 281, 323, 
352
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54Klug, Norman

Koch-, Edward 269

110, 145Koch, John

247, 269, 316, 317Koch, George

Koch, Henry C.

Koch and Schnetzky 276

272Kogr, F.

102, 112Knapp Street

7Kneeland's Addition

286Kneeland and Hull

150, 285, 286Kneeland, James

24Kneeland Estate

Knights of Columbus

324Knights of.Pythias

52Knoblach, Don E.

290Knoll, Theodore

269Krause, Maria

144Krause, Pastor L.F.

304Kretschmar, Anna

194Kron, Karl

319Kuehn, Ferdinand

266, 267Kuenzli, E.0.

333Kuetemeyer, Minnie

• 317Kuhnmuench, Charles

296Ladies Benevolent Society

100, 108, 138, 261,
269, 270

169, 176, 177, 178,
297, 327
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Laeber, C. 268

Ladies Association for Aide of Military Hospitals 141

Ladies Soldiers Aid Society of Milwaukee 141

Laing, Alexander 20

Lake Park Lutheran Church 149

Land Sale of 1835 16

Lalumiere, Reverend Stanislaus 99, 137

Lapham, Increase A. 151

LaSalle Hotel 31

Lawrence Peterson and Associates 51

Layton and Company 327, 328

275, 309Layton Art Gallery

Layton, Frederick 74, 75, 307

• 75, 76Layton Home

Langtree, Lily 189

Leenhouts and Guthrie [architects] 32, 154

146, 270, 271Leenhouts, Cornelius

Leibert, Eugene 32

Leipold and Wisoci1 272

Leipold, Gaston 272

271, 272Leipold, Gustav

Leiser, Julius 272

Lentz, Rudalph 20

Lesser, Charles 344

Leu, John F. 342

La Crosse Railroad
See: Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad



- 26 -

Page

Lewandowski, Edmund 54

Library Block 79, 112

Lichtfeldt, Fred 249

276, 331Liebert, Eugene R.

Lincoln, Abraham 200

112Lincoln Center

Lincoln's Commercial College 119, 120

304Lindeman, Emily

Lindl, Lesser and Schutte 206

262Lindsay, W.D.

185Lipps Building

98Lisbon Avenue

Lithographer's Union #7 186

151, 236Lloyd, Gordon William

121Lochner, Pastor

144, 145Logemann, Hugo

41Loomis, Levi G.

286Ludington, Harrison

286Ludington, Lousi

192Ludwig, Gottfried

Luedke, August

301Luedke, August J.

301Luedke, Fred F.

82, 185, 262, 300, 
301, 302, 303

Lightening Messenger and Express Company 
See: Coakley Brothers

Little Sisters of the Poor Home for the Aged 
See: St Anne's Home for Elderly
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Luedke, Walter 301

Luehning Conservatory of Music 340

Lutheran Altenheim 302

Lutheran Social Services 99

Good Samaritan Hospital

Luther Center 82

Lynde, Mrs. William Pitt 170, 295, 296

Lynden Estate 84, 146

Lynde, William Pitt

Madden, Annie 329

Madison General Hospital 69

Madison Street 112

Magtegaal, Paul 267

Manegold, August 303

Manegold, Charles- 303, 304, 305

Manegold, William M. 267, 305

Manufacturers Bank 316

Mariner, Ephraim 138

Marion Catholic Home 101

Markham's Academy 339, 349

Markham and Nayes 321

Marquette Apartment Building 31

Marquette Tower 31

6, 19, 83, 84, 
286, 287, 352

Marquette Building
See: Old Line Life Insurance Building

Madison, Watertown, Plank Road 
See: State Street

Lutheran Hospital 
See:
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Marquette University
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152Marsh, Rev. Cutting

Masons

1Martin, Morgan L.

102Martinique Apartments

278Martin Tullgren and Sons Company

243Matthews, Quincy

268Mattoom, M.L.

140Mason Street

300Mayer, Amelia

162, 163Mayer, Frederick

297Mayer, Louis

271McIntire, Agnes

McKinley Avenue

McKinley Boulevard

108, 255McKinley Center

290, 291McVicker's Theatre

133Medical College of Wisconsin

337Meier, Jessie

44Meiners, John

7, 84, 110, 112, 
267, 281

11, 101, 145, 227,
229, 234, 247, 249,
262, 267, 268, 272,
274, 275, 347

105, 115, 137, 138,
207, 308

171, 172, 173, 174,
175, 176

31, 37, 38, 42, 90, 
105, 116, 117, 119, 
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132, 133, 208, 300, 
333
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Meineke, John 324
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Medical Society of Milwaukee County 65

Medico-Chirurgical Club 65

Menge, John Jr. 281

Menger, Frederick 20

Mercantile College 120

Merchants' and Manufacturers Association 341

Merchants and Exchange Bank 316

Merchants Mutual Life Insurance Company 320

Merrill Building 279

Merrill Estate 142

Merrill, Mrs. S.S. Merrill 181

Merrill, Sherburn S. 19, 203, 222

Merritt, Nellie 337

Messmer, Henry 30, 272, 273, 274

Messmer, John 272, 273, 274

Messmer, Robert 272, 273, 274

Messmer, Sebastian 139

Messenger, John A. 42

Methodist-Oeaconess Home for Girls 101, 102

Methodist-Episcopal Old People's Home 100

Metro Milwaukee Fair Housing Council 99

Metropolitan Cadillac 34

-Methodist-Episcopal Church of Milwaukee
See: Grand Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church
See: Milwaukee Mission
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99Metropolitan Medical Services

344Meunier, John

184Meyer, William H.

5, 102, 137Michigan Street

37, 38Mid-City Shopping Center

142Millard, William,

317. Millenbach, Amelia

252, 279Millerand Apartments

Miller Brewing Company

286Miller, Benjamin K.

50Miller, Carl

50Miller, Clara

48Miller, Ernest G.

Miller, Fred

49Miller, Fred A.

50, 54, 55Miller, Freddie C.

Miller's Garden

29, 30Miller Inn

194Miller, Lisette

341Millioki Club

180, 195Million Dollar Ballroom

. 112Milwaukee Academy

284MiIwaukee Advertiser

179Milwaukee Aerie #137 (Eagles)

17, 18Milwaukee Agricultural Society

46, 47, 193, 194,
283

192, 193, 194, 195, 
222, 227

29, 45, 48, 49, 
217, 260



- 31 -

Page

Milwaukee and Waukesha Railroad

Milwaukee and Prairie du Chein Railroad Company 217, 284, 318

Milwaukee and Rock River Canal Company

Milwaukee and Watertown Railroad 217, 284

See:

Milwaukee Art Institute 305

Milwaukee Association of Commerce 331

Milwaukee Athletic Club

Milwaukee Bible Institute 164, 165

Milwaukee Brewery 46, 216

Milwaukee Cement 315

Milwaukee City Hospital 264, 265

Milwaukee City Medical Association 65

See:

Milwaukee City Railway 221, 222, 223

Milwaukee Club 182, 183, 313, 320

Milwaukee College 315

Milwaukee Council #524 (Knights of Columbus) 177

Milwaukee's County Hospital for the Insane 66

Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad

302, 305, 311, 322,
336, 337, 341, 347

43, 216, 285, 286, 
289, 318

6, -16, 42, 212, 
213, 284

Milwaukee City Mission
Grand Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church 

See: Milwaukee Mission

Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad 
See:

Milwaukee Chapter of American Red Cross 
See: The Red Cross

Milwaukee County Dispensary and Emergency 
Hospital

88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 
237, 257, 280, 315, 
350

Milwaukee and Waukesha Railroad
See: Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad
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Milwaukee County Medical Society 81, 96, 350 ■

199Milwaukee Cricket Club

Milwaukee Curling And Recreation Club 201, 202, 203

Milwaukee Deaconess Home 82

141, 279, 296, 302

196Milwaukee Driving Park Association •

Milwaukee Electric Railway and Light Co. 206

207Milwaukee Evangelistic Temple

Milwaukee Exposition Building 308

See:

185, 192, 193, 227

301Milwaukee Gas Light Co.

IllMilwaukee High School

Milwaukee Industrial Exposition 309

132Milwaukee Institute of Osteopathy

127Milwaukee Law School

6

304Milwaukee Malting Company

68, 94Milwaukee Maternity Hospital

Milwaukee Mechanics Insurance Company 321

127, 132MiIwaukee Medical Col lege

College and School of Dentistry 132Milwaukee Medical

65MiIwaukee Medical Society

Milwaukee Female Academy
Milwaukee - Downer College

Milwaukee, Madison and Watertown Plank Road 
Company

Milwaukee Hospital
See: Good Samaritan Hospital

Milwaukee Garden
See: Central Park

Milwaukee - Downer College
See: Milwaukee Female Academy
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Milwaukee Musical Society 351

Milwaukee Musicians's Society 293

Milwaukee Public Library and Museum 264, 265, 309

Milwaukee Rescue Mission 115

Milwaukee State Normal School 279

Milwaukee Street Railway Company 223

113

Milwaukee Tool and Pattern Works 330

113, 114, 119, 255

Milwaukee Tug Boat Line 184

Milwaukee University 132

Milwaukee University School 279

Milwaukee-Waukesha Brewing Company 303, 304

Milwaukee Yacht Club 337, 341

Miner, Dr. George Barber 287, 348

Mischler, Peter 267

Misericordia Hospital

Missouri Synod 143

Mitchell Bank Building 319

Mitchell, Alexander

Mitchell, 183David Ferguson

Mitchell, John L. 183, 314, 354

Mitchell, Margaret 313

183,
238,
275, 
314, 
343

202, 215,
240, 241,
283, 288,
317, 318,

68, 83, 84, 85, 
295, 324

Milwaukee Trade and Technical School for Girls 
See: The Girls Trade and Technical School

19, 67, 72, 150,
182,
217,
242, 
313, 
319,

Milwaukee Technical High School 
See: Boys Tech High School
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Mitchell, Mrs. Alexander 170, 183

Mitchell and Houghton's Subdivision 7

Mitchell Street 89

Mitchell, William 246

Mix, E. Townsend

186Modern Woodman of America

279Mohr, Ernest

182

149Mt. Lebanon Lutheran Church

149Mt. Olive Lutheran Church

71, 349Muelhaeuser, Pastor

297Mueller, Alexander

342Mueller, Charles

28Mueller, Frank

297Mueller, Gustav

20Mueller, William

55Mulberger, Harry John Jr.

55Mulberger,.Lorraine John

354Murphy, Catherine

313Musical Society

Mutual Life Insurance Building 274

269, 270Myg.att, G.W.

325National Biscuit Company

Monarch Literary and Debating Society of 
Young Men

72, 118, 141, 223,
241, 242, 262, 270,
274, 275, 279, 308,
309, 316, 319

79, 81, 82, 83,
100, 102, 117, 185, 
303, 345

Mt. Sinai Medical Center 
See: Jewish Hospital
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National Exchange Bank 279

293

National Soldiers Home 141

Naumann, Dr. Herman 72

National Engineering and Construction Company

See:

Nazro, John 342

Thomas J.Neacy, 306

Neighborhood House 99

Newbre's Subdivision 8

Newton Construction Company 219

Next Door Foundation 99

Nohl, Max 91

Noonan and McNab's Newsprint Mill 44

North Point-Lake Park 221

North Presbyterian Church 153

North Side Turn Hall 293

Northwestern Marine Elevator 303

Northwestern National Insurance Building 264, 265

Nunnemacher, Augusta 320

Nunnemacher, Emi lie 77, 320, 321

Nunnemacher, Friedrich 320

Nunnemacher, Pauline 320

Nunnemacher, Rudolph 283, 319

Nunnemacher, Rudolph 320

Nunnemacher, Walter 320

National League of Musicians of the 
United States

National Soldiers Home 
VA Hospital
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46Obermann Brewery

137O'Brien, Cornelius

169, 178, 186Odd Fellows

175Ogden, J. Oscar

20Oilger, Matthias

32, 237, 276

324Old Settlers Bowling Club

Old Settlers Club

41Olin, Nelson

41Olin, Thomas

2Oliver, Joe

173

46Owens, Richard

301-Ott, Sophie

145, 236Our Savior's Lutheran Church

100Ozanam Home

Pabst Brewing Company.

306Pabst Farms, Inc.

Pabst, Fred Jr.

Pabst, Frederick

265, 306, 334Pabst, Gustav

273, 291, 334Pabst Theater

Order of the Eastern Star Bethany 
Chapter #105

302, 327, 331, 
343, 347

29, 30, 46, 49, 
259, 334

236, 246, 264,
305, 306,. 334

238, 244, 265, 283, 
313, 333, 334

Order of Good Fellows 
See: Eagles

Old Line Life Insurance Building
See: Marquette Building 
See: Franklin Bank Building
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Pahinder, Edward 248

Palms 207

Pan-American Hotel 32

Parker, W.H.

Parson, Lucy 141

Passavant, Rev. William A. 71, 72, 147

Paulett, William 46

Pauling and Harnischgeger 330

Pavilion Nursing Home 101

Pawling, Alonzo 330

Payne, Henry 223

Peck, Geo. 353

Peter, George 297

17, 234, 246, 287Pettibone, Sylvester

Pigsvilie 43

Phelps, Daniel 42

Phelps Tannery 42

89, 312, 313, 334

Philip Morris Company 55

Phillip Gross Hardware and Supply Company 342

Philozetians 181

Phoenix Club 182

Phoenix Inn 31

Philipp Best Brewing Company
See: Best's Brewery

Padon Missionary Baptist Church
See: Zion Rock Mission Baptist Church

Passavant Hospital
See: Good Samaritan Hospital
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292Pieper, Mrs. Oscar

184Pieplow, William

142, 144Pilgrim Congregational Church

46, 54, 193Plank Road Brewery

328Plankinton and Armour

217Plankinton Avenue

279Plankinton Bank Building

309Plankinton Electric Light and Power Company

Plankinton, Elizabeth

130, 177, 178, 205Plankinton Estate

308Plankinton, Hannah

264, 265Plankinton Hotel

Plankinton, John

Plankinton, William

94, 309Plankinton, William Woods

99Planned Parenthood

192Pleasant Street

248Pleiss, August

237, 244, 277Pommer, Ernst

300Pressed Steel Tank Company

301Pritzlaff, Emma

345Pritzlaff, Frederick

Pritzlaff, John

11, 95, 101, 161Propsect Avenue

169, 296, 309Protestant Orphan Asylum

75, 170, 177, 296, 
297, 308

67, 130, 153, 177, 
222,283., 296, 306

145, 300, 332, 
342, 345

94, 130, 202, 296, 
308, 309
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Prudential Theater Company of Wisconsin 207

Raab, George 297

Randall, Francis 84

Rangers, Charles 239

Read, Charles 335

Read, Everett Charles 336

Read, Harold 336

Read, Walter 335

Read, Walter Raymond 336

Recknagel, Otto 249, 262

94, 95

Redeemer Lutheran Church

Reed, E. 274

Reed, George 41

Reformation Lutheran Church 149

Reik, Lydia Marie 336

Reliance Flour Mi 11 303

Reservoir Street 132

Resurrection Lutheran Church 149

Reuthlisberger, Herman 46

Rice, Mr. 206

Richards, John 215

American Red Cross
Red Cross Society of Wisconsin
Milwaukee Chapter of American Red Cross

24, 143, 146, 147, 
148, 149, 254

The Red Cross
See:
See:
See:

Rainbow Garden
See: The Tent

Red Cross Society of Wisconsin 
See: The Red Cross
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99Richardson Place

324Richard Wagner Lodge

292Riemann, Marie

248Riethbrack, A.C.

275Ringer, Carl F.

275Rische, Charles Henry

279Riverside High School

44River Street

51, 52Robert J. Strass and Associates

277Robertson, Tom

215Rockwell, John S.

327Roddis, Edward

94Rodger Williams Hospital

271Roemer, H.J.

245Roder, Wiliam

77, 321Rogers, D.G.

249Rogers, Dr. Phillip

7, 42, 308Rogers, James

274E.F,Rohr,

240Rood, Sidney L.

268, 269Thomas L.Rose,

129Thomas R.Rose,

341Rotary Club

173Royal Arch Masons

179Rudells, Bart

353Ryan, E.G.

279Sabin Science Hall
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Salem Evangelical Church 164

Savings and Investment Association 336

Sawyers, Silas and Jenny 159

Schandein, Ella 350

Schandein, Emil 89

Schandein Estate 24, 89, 90, 129

Schandein, Estella 95

Schlesinger, Ferdinand 77

Schladermundt, Rev. J.M.. 72

Schlitz Brewing Company 13, 29, 46, 47, 49

Schlitz, Victor 243, 345, 346

Schmitt, Conrad 144

Schnetzky, H. Paul 173

Schnetzky and Liebert 311

Schoellkopf, Henry 148

Schoenleber, Otto 317

Schoenecker, V.J. 317

Schley, George 275, 276

Schlitz, Victor 266

Schmidtner, Leonard 273

Schnetzky, Herman Paul 276

Schlitz, Victor 317

Schmidt, Mrs. Robert 292

Schuchardt, Wi11iam H. 148

Schulz, M.L. 276

Sauerkraut Boulevard
See: Highland Boulevard
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237, 244Schuster, George

317Schwalbach, John

184Schwefel, Adolph

351Schurz, Carl

78Scott, Fitzhugh

145Scott Street

57Seaman Body Company

161, 236, 254, 263Second Church of Christ, Scientist

162, 231
See:

309Second Ward High School

97Seidel, Mayor

73, 350Senn, Dr. Nicholas

38Sentry Supermarket-

274Sery, A.

113Settlement House

322Shape, Ida

330Shaw Electric Crane Company

265Shepherd, John S.

345Shepardson and Farrell

149Sherman Boulevard

297Sherry, Laura

246Shields, A.

174, 175, 176Shriners, A.A.O.N.M.S.

85Sienna Hall

275Simpson, William H.

Second Ward Cemetery
Gruenhagen Cemetery

Second Baptist Church
See: West Side Baptist Tabernacle
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Sivyers, Fred W. 234, 243

160, 161

Slimmer, Abraham 80

Smith, Bertha 322

Smith, George 5, 284, 288

Smith, Winfield 138

Shriners 24

Society of German Physicians 65

See:

Solomon Community Temple 157

Somers, Peter J. 353, 354

South Division [High School] 112

South Side German-English Academy 112, 115

The Souvenir 293

Sovereign Apartments 252

Spencerian Business College

Spring Hill Cemetery 230

See:

Spring Street Distillery 44, 45

Sixth Church of Christ, Scientist 
See: -Christian Science

Society of Milwaukee

Grand Avenue Congregational Church 
Free Congregational Church •

120,
309,

292, 301,
332, 339

Spring Street Baptist Church 
West Side Baptist Tabernacle

Soldier's Home 
VA Hospital

Spring Street Congregational Church 
See: 
See:

Society for the Care of Dependent Jewish Children 
See: Jewish Family and Children's Services

Spring Street
See: Wisconsin Avenue
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262Stafford, Rudolph

28Stahe, August F.

137St. Aloysius Academy

202Standard Club

78Stark, Charles G.

251Starke Row House

311Starke, Ada

78Stark Hospital

78Stark, Lucy A.

State Fair

113, 117, 118, 119State Normal School

297State Teacher's College

26, 206, 207State Theater

125St. Aloysius Academy

99, 100

186Steam and Hot Water Fitters

186Steam Fitter's Helpers #24

347St. Charles Hotel

St. Anne's Home for Elderly
See: Little Sisters of the Poor Home 

for the Aged

Watertown Plank Road
Madison, Watertown and Milwaukee 
Plank Road

197, 198, 199,
200, 228

State Street
See:
See:

5, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14,
17, 19, 22, 23, 25,
26, 27, 28, 37, 38,
43, 54, 82, 116, 121,
125, 127, 138, 139, 
157, 164, 185, 192, 
193, 206, 215, 216, 
218, 227, 234, 239, 
240, 241, 243, 246, 
249, 254, 258, 260, 
261, 262, 266, 267, 
269, 274, 276, 277, 
279, 287
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Sternemann, Theodore 274

Steubenbach, E.R. 150

Steuber, George 275

Stevens, Brooks 29, 53

St. Catherine's Home for Working Girls 102

St. Charles Hotel 334

Sternemann, Theodore 249

St. Emeric's Church 136, 139

St. Gall Parish 111, 125, 137, 138

St. James Episcopal Church

St. James Mission 142

St. John's Cemetery 163

St. John's Cathedral 265

St. John's Lutheran Church 333

St. Joseph's Hospital 94, 133

St. Mark's African Methodist Church 142

66, 67, 69, 71, 72

St. Michael's College 276

Stolz, Herman 271

Storke, Dr. 181

Storm, Mary 279

24, 150, 151, 152, 
153, 230, 231, 236, 
253

13, 136, 13.9, 254, 
261

St. John's Infirmary
See: St. Mary's Hospital

St. George's Syrian Catholic Church
See: St. George's Melkilt Byzantine Church

St. Mary's Hospital
See: St. John's Infirmary

St. George's Melkilt Byzantine Church
See: St. George's Syrian Catholic Church
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109Story, Alfred

142Story, Horace

109, 256Story School

151, 275St. Paul's Episcopal Church

144, 145St. Paul's Lutheran Church

252Strack Apartments

237, 277Strack, Otto

279Strauss Building

30, 31, 278Stratford Arms

248Stroble, Louis J.

337Stroh Building

Stroh Die'Moulded Casting Company 336, 338

336, 337, 338Stroh, George

46Strohn And Reitzenstein's Brewery

169, 296St. Rose's Orphan Asylum

99, 150, 152, 155St. Stephen's Episcopal Church

159, 160

46Stultz Brewery

276Stumpf Building

345Suelflohn, August

269Sylvester, George

337Tabernacle Baptist Church

217Taintor, Willaim

222, 288Tesch, John

Sycamore Street Baptist Church
See: West Side Baptist Tabernacle

Students Christian Scientist Association, No. 11 
See: Christian Scientists Association of 

Wisconsin
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Thacher, Edwin 219

Tharinger, Charles 277

Third German Methodist Church 156

316Thorsen, Ethlinda

26, 195

Third Ward 138

312T.H. Judd and Company

Toll Office Building 36

138Tory Hill

Tower Theater

Trent, Peter 277

281Trimborn, Conrad

251, 262Trimborn Row House

94, 127, 133Trinity Hospital

Trinity Lutheran Church

174, 175, 258, 265’Tripoli Temple

Trostel an-d Galun 276

276Trostel Residence

277Tullgren, Barbara (Kiegness)

324, 331Tuen Verein Milwaukee

277, 278Tullgren, Herbert

33, 277, 278Tullgren, Martin

278. Tullgren, Minard S.

Turner Sharpshooting Society 344

155Turnbull and Jones

26, 30, 93, 207, 
208, 262

110, 121, 145, 281,
302, 345

The Tent
See: Rainbow Garden
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Tweedy and Crocker

Tweedy, J.H. 217, 284

U.F. Durner Company 175, 179

Uihlein, August 305

Uihlein, Ida 305

Ulbricht, Augusta 297-

Ulbricht, Elsa 297, 298

Ulbricht, Oswald 297

Union Baptist Church 157, 158

United Artists Theaters of Wisconsin Inc. 207

151Unitarian Society

105, 119, 315University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee

U.S. Milling and Manufacturing Journal 294

Utopian Pentecostal Church of God 165

Valley View Residential Center 101

Valom, John 20

44, 160, 161- Van Buren Street

Vanderbilt, Or. Wurdemann 86

279Van Roo, John

Van Ryn and de Gelleke 279, 280

280Van Ryn and Lesser

Van Ryn, Henry J.

16Van Slyck, J.M.

133, 169, 221, 241
National Soldiers Home
Soldiers Home

90, 109, 279, 280,
344

VA Hospital
See:
See:

University Hospital
See: First Hospital - Milwaukee
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Van Ryn and de Gel 1 eke 279

Varsity Realty Company 208

Varsity Theater 208

Velguth, Frederick 281

Viola Lawn Tennis Club 205

Virginia Street 46

Vliet Street

Voice of Christian Youth High School 120

Vogel, Arthur 309, 311

311Vogel, Arthur L.

Vogel, Dorothy 311

Vogel, Edwin 309

Vogel, Frederick 320

Vogel, Ludwig 309

Vogel, Pauline 320

311Vogel, Veronica

Vogel, William 309

146Voith, Frank J.

Von Marr, Carl 297

331Von Schleinitz, Rene

Von Sobolewski, Edward 290

W.A. Krueger Printing Company 33

Walker, George H. 2, 16, 227

Walker, Harry B. 242

301Wollaeger, Helen

Ward 2 9

4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 13, 
19, 22, 162, 196, 
229, 286, 342
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9Ward 4

9Ward 15

9Ward 16

86Warwick Apartments

152, 155Washington Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church

279Washington High School

229Washington Park

Water Street

281Water Works and Tower

4Watrous, Jerome

. 223Wauwatose Motor Company Viaduct

75, 248Weinhagen, George

330Weis, Moritz

Wells, Crocker and Finch

284Wells, Horatio N.

184, 203Wells-Colonial Hall

8, 193, 258Wells Street Horse Car Line (Streetcar Line)

115Wells Street Junior High School

Wells Street

44Wendt and Pfeil

State Street
Madison, Watertown, Plank Road

35, 154, 192, 287, 
303

Watertown Plank Road 
See: 
See:

4, 5, 7, 8, 23, 25, 
28, 29, 36, 37, 79, 
82, 89, 93, 98, 100, 
118, 123, 133, 140, 
147, 152, 153, 155, 
164, 200, 203, 207, 
222, 227, 237, 242, 
243, 244, 252, 254, 
256, 262, 268, 276, 
281, 305
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Wenzler, William 156

Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church 154, 155

West End Amusement Association 203, 204

Western Portland Cement Company 308

West Division High School 105, 112, 287

153West, H.H.

West Richardson Place 8

West, Samuel C. 153

Westside Archery Club 205

West Side Bank 316

158, 159

West Side German-English High School 112

Westside Literary Club 181, 182

Westside Literary Life Circle 181

West Side Old Settlers Club 324

West Side Railway Company 222, 223, 288

Westside Rifle Club 205

201Westside Roller Rink

West Side Turn Hall 292

317West Side Turners

Westview Nursing Home' 101

267Wettstein, Charles

Whitehill Sewing Machine Company 330

Sycamore Street Baptist Church 
Second Baptist Church 
Spring Street Baptist Church 
Grand Avenue Baptist Church

West Side Baptist Tabernacle
See:
See:
See:
See:

Westside Hospital
See: First Hospital - Milwaukee
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275Widd, E.

109Wiley, Guy E.

William Frankfurth Hardware Company 316

179Williamson, Russell Bar

234, 247Willits-Sternemann House

109, 255, 256, 281Wisconsin Avenue School

219, 220Wisconsin Avenue Viaduct

318Wisconsin Banker's Association

36, 37, 263Wisconsin Bell Telephone Company

265Wisconsin Chapter, A.I.A.

See:
Wisconsin Club

Oeutscher Club
24, 182, 274, 302, 
305, 313, 317, 319, 
331, 336

4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 
17, 18, 19, 22, 24,
25, 27, 30, 31, 32,
33, 34, 35, 38, 41,
78, 79, 86, 89, 90,
95, 96, 98, 101, 109-, 
112, 116, 124, 129, 
130, 131, 140, 142, 
144, 145, 147, 148, 
151, 154, 155, 157, 
173, 177, 179, 191, 
195, 199, 205, 214, 
218, 219, 229, 230, 
234, 236, 237, 238, 
239, 240, 241, 244, 
248, 252, 253, 254, 
255, 257, 258, 259, 
262, 263, 265, 267, 
268, 270, 271, 272, 
274, 275, 276, 277, 
278, 279, 280, 281, 
284, 285, 286, 287, 
294, 296, 297, 300, 
309, 316, 319, 321, 
331, 332, 333, 334, 
340, 343, 352

Wisconsin Anti-Tuberculosis Association
See: American Lung Association of Wisconsin

Wisconsin Avenue
See: Grand Avenue
See: Spring Street
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132, 133Wisconsin College of Physicians and Surgeons

128, 351Wisconsin Conservatory of Music

132Wisconsin Electic Medical College

203Wisconsin Electric Power Company

342Wisconsin Furniture Company

289Wisconsin Hospital for the Insane

See:

288, 317Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance Company Bank

159, 160Wisconsin Metaphysical Institute

334Wisconsin National Bank

331Wisconsin Natural History Society

297Wisconsin Players

196, 198

Wisconsin State Agricultural Society 197, 199

254Wisconsin State Normal School

143Wisconsin Synod

206Wisconsin Telephone Company

267Wiskocil, Augustine

240White, George C.

36WISN Channel 12

179Wollaeger, Franz

72, 217, 288, 289Wollcott, Dr. Erastus B.

199Wollcott, Mrs. E.B.

169, 170, 297Woman's Club of Wisconsin

113Woman's School Alliance

245Wohr, Ernest

Wisconsin Lung Association
American Lung Association of Wisconsin

Wisconsin Regional Agricultural and 
Mechanical Association
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Woods, Mary Ella 309

Wood, Pauling 337

Wright, Frank Lloyd 248

W.R. Grace and Company 55

Wundt, F.S. 246

Yahr and Lange Drug Company 346, 347

Yahr, Ferdinand 346

Yahr, Fred E. 346, 347

Yale, Philetus 240, 348

199Yates, Marion

Yates, Theodore

271YMCA

Young, William 202

321, 322, 323Yunker, Charles Henry

Yunker, Eva 322

Yunker, Marie 322

281Zagel, George

Zimmerman, George 274

Zimmerman, George E. 274

317Zinn, Walter

30, 159, 259

249Zimmermann, George

35, 151, 1532nd Street

3, 23, 46, 1373rd Street

80, 112, 1324th Street

17, 199, 228, 234, 
241

Zion Rock Mission Baptist Church
See: Guiding Light Baptist Church
See: Padon Missionary Baptist Church
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145, 1545th Street

12, 139, 1406th Street

24, 112, 144, 1457th Street

7th Ward School 292

8th Street 4, 145, 229

9th Street 4, 5, 7, 133

10th Street

Uth Street

12th Place 6, 7, 110, 215

12th Street

13th Street

14th District School 108

14th Street

15th District Primary School 109

10915th District School

15th District #2 School 109

15th Street

16th District School #2

6, 31, 82, 100, 101, 
116, 125, 131, 154, 
173, 185, 215, 257, 
262, 285, 302, 342

7, 37, 42, 192, 
. 205, 227, 251, 344

5, 18, 77, 116, 
125, 138, 154, 199, 
285, 300, 343

6, 18, 37, 130, 
162, 177, 192, 215, 
250, 311

6, 22, 37, 80, 82, 
116, 117, 131, 138, 
162, 222, 316

5, 7, 9, 41, 42, 
82, 110, 116, 129, 
138, 163, 199, 200, 
205

7th Ward Park
See: Juneau Park
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16th Street

17th Street

79, 108, 118, 29318th Street

19th Street

108, 10920th District School

20th Street

21st Street

22nd Street

23rd Street

24th Street

89, 155, 234, 24325th Street

26th Street

27th Street School

27th Street

28th Street

29th Street

5, 32, 131, 147, 
284, 309

5, 36, 108, 148, 
201, 269

5, 17, 101, 108, 
239, 255, 281, 287

72, 79, 84, 112, 
141, 204, 279
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I. INTRODUCTION

The survey of the historic resources of the West Side was begun in 1979

as part of a reconnaissance survey of the historic architectural resources of the

City of Milwaukee. That study was undertaken by the City of Milwaukee in conjunc-

tion with the Historic Preservation Division of the State Historical Society of

Wisconsin, and was co-funded with a survey and planning grant. The results of that

overview study identified a need for an intensive survey of the area outlined on

the following map.

In 1983 the Department of City Development initiated the present inten-

sive survey in cooperation with the Historic Preservation Division of the State

Historical Society. Funding was provided by a survey and planning grant from the

National Park Service. This survey is part of the City of Milwaukee's on-going

effort to prepare a city-wide inventory of sites, buildings, districts and objects

important to Milwaukee's history. The products of the survey--survey sheets,

published survey report, and maps -- are valuable resources for local state, and

federal planning efforts. They indicate the historically important districts,

sites, and objects which should be taken into consideration when projects are

undertaken which may affect them.

This report presents a concise history of the West Side Milwaukee Neigh-

borhood, including its architectural and cultural development, its current

resources and preservation planning recommendations. The scope of the study has

been the whole spectrum of the West Side Neighborhood's past as revealed in its

present form, including its street pattern and its commercial, industrial, institu-

tional and residential buildings. The report deals with those manifestations of

the neighborhood's past which should be retained as living, active parts of the

city's present and future life. Its function is threefold: it is a planning tool
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which can be used to guide future development; it is an educational resource useful

in the study of state and local history; and it can be a catalyst for awakening

civic pride, helping residents to become aware of the historical and architectural

environment in which they live and encouraging them to take a positive interest in

the future of their neighborhood.

The Milwaukee Department of City Development would like to thank the

following individuals and organizations for their generous assistance in completing

the West Side Milwaukee Intensive Survey:

Mr. Chuck Cooney of the Milwaukee County Historical Center

Mr. Paul Woehrmann of the Milwaukee Public Library

Ms. Myrna Williamson of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin

Ms. Rebecca Perez, Ms. Susan Wiese and Ms. Khayyana Winfrey of the Milwaukee

Department of Building Inspection and Safety Engineering
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1. IMMIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT
Early Settlement and Development: Milwaukee. 1818-1850

The West Side area of Milwaukee was one of the first areas of the
city to be developed after the original town settlement. Thus, its history is
closely tied with the development of Milwaukee. The site of the original
city, where the Milwaukee River, draining a large area of timberland and
prairie to the northwest, and the Menomonee River, serving a large watershed
to the west, joined and emptied into Lake Michigan, had long been an important
hunting, fishing, and trapping ground for several prehistoric and historic

Hundreds of mounds and dozens of Indian village sites haveIndian tribes.

been located within the city limits. In 1817, the Sauks, Foxes, Chippewas,

Menomonees, Ottawas, Winnebagos and Potawatomies all frequented the area.

White explorers and trappers were quick to see the region's potential. French

Canadian fur traders established a trading post in the mid-1700's.

Solomon Juneau, considered to be Milwaukee's first permanent

settler, arrived to operate the trading post in 1818. He found a landscape

dominated by water and its effects. Low wetlands teaming with fish and

Some of the banks were level and forested; atwaterfowl lined the riverbanks.

other points, steep bluffs were gently-rol1ing hardwood forests and the grass

The watercourses divided the area near the trading post into threeprairies.

The lands were ceded to the white man ineast, west and south.sections:

1833, surveyed in 1834, and opened to public sale by 1835. Juneau saw the

potential in the area and elected to stay. He became one of the three early

settlers who had the most profound effect on the development of the city.

A handful of early Yankee settlers claimed the lands that formed the

Juneau was already there, and thus had annucleus of the developing city.

He and Morgan L. Martin purchased the landadvantage in choosing his land.

between the Milwaukee River and Lake Michigan on the east bank of the river.
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George H. Walker purchased a large amount of land to the south of the

confluence of the two rivers, an area which came to be known as Walker's

Point. Byron Ki 1 bourn chose land to the west of the Milwaukee River.
The three major figures in early development of Milwaukee, Juneau,

Ki 1 bourn and Walker, set the tone for later development through their
competitive efforts in land speculation and town building. As the three
sections were divided by major watercourses, in the early days they developed
quite separately. Within their own domains, the three men pursued their own
ideas of town planning. While all three utilized the common grid system of
land surveying, leading to the typical disregard of geological and
topographical features in street layout, their streets did not line up from
one side of the river to the other. Juneau and Ki 1 bourn emerged as somewhat
more entrepreneurial than Walker, and it was these two who played major parts
and who strove to develop their areas independently. Both visualized court
houses and other civic buildings in their settlements.

From 1835 to 1840, the population of the settlement grew from 125 to
1,692. Settlers from New England and New York were the dominant group during

that period, as Indians and French Canadians were replaced by British, German,

Irish, and Norwegian immigrants. The first Black resident, Joe Oliver, came

to the village in 1835, as Solomon Juneau's cook. European immigrants began

to arrive in significant numbers after 1840, with Germans being the dominant

By the mid-1840's, over 1,000 Germans were arriving every week. Thegroup.
new city became known among Germans as a hospitable place where there were
complete neighborhoods in which they could speak German and take part in
German customs and activities.

In the early 1840's, the cluster of settlements was still a frontier
The earliest efforts to build a city consisted of cutting andvil1 age.

filling to make some of the swamp land buildable, to level off the bluffs for
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further development, and to facilitate transportation. Many roads extended
from the village, following established Indian trails, to connect with western
settlements. Most of the roads were barely passable at first. Ki 1 bourn spent

much of his own money to improve his holdings for settlement. By 1837, he had

spent $13,000 on the construction of roads and streets.

Ki 1 bourn's settlement, known as Ki 1 bourntown, centered at the corner

of Third Street and Juneau Avenue. The area around Juneau Avenue became the

focus of the German community at an early date. Clapboard, wood framed

buildings of one to three stories clustered close by the river. The earliest

structures were dwellings, stores, taverns, sawmills, and trade shops. Two
brick houses are said to have been built in the 1830's, and the first brick
commercial block was built in 1840 at Third Street and Juneau Avenue. The

first bridge to connect the east and west sides was constructed in 1840 at

Juneau Avenue, thus assuring the Juneau-Third intersection of continuing

importance.

From 1840 to 1850, early residents sought to build up their

village(s) and take advantage of their natural assets to create a city. In

1846, the city still consisted of three villages connected by bridges, but the
diverging interests managed to cooperate long enough to incorporate the city

Steamboats were bringing new settlers; some stayed inof Milwaukee.

Milwaukee, others came through on their way to the rich Wisconsin farmland to
the west. Milwaukee rapidly became the commercial trade center for the state;
and as the western lands were cultivated, agricultural raw materials were sent
to Milwaukee for processing and shipment. Harbor improvements were begun in
the 1840's. Many of the roads leading west were planked. The first railroad

in Milwaukee linked the city with Waukesha in 1851. In 1855, a rail link to

Chicago was established.
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As the transportation network linking Milwaukee with producers in

the west and consumers in the east improved, the city's development was

assured. Processing of regional agricultural products provided the fuel for

expansion and improvement. Flour milling, meat packing, tanning, brewing,

leather goods and shipping were the most important elements n the city's

economy throughout the nineteenth century. The combination of strategic

location, large market area, excellent transportation potential, hard

working population and frontier entrepreneurial spirit led to the creation of

one of the Midest's major cities.

Topography
The topography of the West Side was originally an irregular terrain

of ravines, swamps and waterholes that was bounded on its eastern edge by a
series of high bluffs offering spectacular views of the Milwaukee and

(Sangerfest, pp. 31, 32 and Milwaukee Sentinel ,Menomonee River Valleys.
November 19, 1858) The major topographical features were chronicled in detail
by pioneer historian James Buck. After reading his account, Jerome Watrous
commented in his 1909 Memoirs of Milwaukee County, "a stranger seeing our
city today for the first time could not comprehend the amount of filling that
has been done here." (Watrous, p. 262) The steep bluffs, which began between
North 8th and 9th Streets and extended from midway between Wisconsin Avenue
and Wells Street to Vliet Street were cut down from ten to forty feet to
permit the construction of streets and to fill the swamps that bordered the

(Watrous, p.rivers and covered much of today's Central Business District.

263) West of the bluffs the land was generally high and well drained, suitable

for building, and covered with a dense forest of oak which extended beyond the

(Buck, pp. 63, 64)western limits of the city into the hinterland.



Page 5

The topography was marked by a series of ravines and low wetlands.

On Wisconsin Avenue near North 10th Street there was a deep ravine which

required the traveler to detour south to follow Michigan Street west to North

13th Street (the route of Ki 1 bourn's 1836 road - see Transportation) before

(Buck, pp. 65, 66) Anotherjogging north again to Wisconsin Avenue.

impassable ravine began at North 16th Street and Kilbourn Avenue and extended

It served to drain adiagonally southeast to Clybourn and North 13th Streets.

Both the swamp and theswamp between State, Vliet, 16th, and 20th Streets.

There were also several swimming holes that wereravines were filled in 1875.

popular with the neighborhood children including a shallow pond on the block

bounded by Wisconsin Avenue, Wells, 16th and 17th Streets, and a larger one

Both of these werelocated south of the Avenue between 16th and 19th Streets.

(Watrous, p. 264)filled in 1869.
Early Settlement: West Side
Land Division

The settlement of southeastern Wisconsin was precipitated by the
(Buck, p. 39) Both Solomon Juneau and1835 Federal Land Sale at Green Bay.

Byron Kilbourn purchased lands at this sale upon which they platted the
respective villages of Juneautown and Ki 1 bourntown on the opposite banks of

Ki 1 bourntown extended west to North 9th Street, south ofthe Milwaukee River.
(IncreaseJuneau Avenue, and to North 13th Street, north of Juneau Avenue.

Lapham - "1836 Map of Milwaukee") Much of the West Side was sold in large

George Smith was probably theparcels to pioneer farmers and speculators.

At the 1835 Sale he purchased afirst major land holder on the West Side.

tract of land extending from North 13th Street to North 21st Street and

(Milwaukee Sentinel, October 9, 1899between Wisconsin and Juneau Avenues.

and Old Settlers Club, Vol. I, p. 204-MCHS) Smith was a Scottish business-man

who invested heavily in the Wisconsin wilderness, purchasing land at $1.25 per
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In 1836, land speculation was peaking in Milwaukee and Smith sold 75acre.
acres of his West Side parcel to Hans Crocker at the considerable profit of
$12 an acre. (Milwaukee Sentinel, October 9, 1899)

Land sales were limited on the West Side because the Milwaukee and
Rock River Canal Company held thousands of acres in trust to be sold to
finance the construction of a canal from the west bank of the Milwaukee River

After it was chartered in 1838 byto the Rock River in central Rock County.
the State Legislature, the canal company did conduct one land sale to raise

(Hi storicalcapital and to encourage settlement of the proposed canal route.
Atlas, p. 8) Ultimately, the canal company proved to be unsuccessful and it

(Still, p. 43) It was not until 1849, however, thatceased to exist in 1841.
all of the canal lands were surrendered to the state and made available for

These lands sold quickly amidst speculation that the Milwaukee,public sale.
Madison and Watertown Plank Road Company's (chartered in 1846) planned a plank

The road began inroad through the West Side would make the land valuable.
the city at two points, the north fork at North 12th Place and Juneau Avenue
and the south fork at North 11th Street and Ki 1 bourn Avenue, and after merging
at North 15th Street and Highland Avenue, followed an undulating route

(Behli ng,westward along the approximate course of present-day State Street.

P, ID

By the end of 1849, when the plank road was completed through the

The land ownership patternscity, all of the West Side lands had been sold.

that emerged at that time partly would continue until the first subdivisions

(Casper, Official Quarter-Section Atlas ofwere platted in the mid 1850's.

the City of Milwaukee, 1906) Between North 12th and North 27th Streets, and

Vliet Street and Wisconsin Avenue, five individuals owned over 75% of the

The largest property owners were Elisha Eldred, Hans Crocker, William1 and.
South of Wisconsin Avenue all of the land betweenP. Lynde and Cyrus Hawley.
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North 12th and North 20th Streets was owned by James H. Rogers, and between

All of these men were eitherNorth 23rd and North 26th Streets by C.D. Davis.

Yankees or British immigrants who had arrived in Milwaukee within the first

(Historical Atlas, p. 15) They quicklyfive years of the town's settlement.

emerged as civic, professional and business leaders as well as entrepenuers

(See Notable Persons)who financed many of the city's first improvements.

West of North 27th Street, intense speculation resulted in the division of the

These parcels were long, narrowland into many small, ribbon-like tracts.

slivers containing from two to five acres each that extended northward from

Wisconsin Avenue and south from Juneau Avenue to frontage on the Watertown

Plank Road, ("1848 Map of Milwaukee", "1858 Walling Map of Milwaukee", and

1906 Quarter Section Atlas)

Nineteen Century Immigration

Urbanization
Milwaukee emerged in the 1850's as a thriving city with an ever

Between 1840 andexpanding population from both native and foreign sources.

1855, the city grew an astounding 1,800% from 1,712 to 32,074 residents

(Simon, p. 25) New home sites were needed and the city's boundaries were

On the West Side, the city pushed its boundariesextended in all directions.

westward to North 27th Street and the long held speculative lands were finally

The first recorded subdivisions on the Westsubdivided into residential lots.

Side were Kneeland's Addition in 1848, between North 12th Place and North 14th

Street, and McKinley Avenue and Vliet Street, and Mitchell and Houghton's

Subdivision in 1853, between North 9th and North 13th Streets, and Wells

Street and Juneau Avenue (1906 Quarter Sectional Atlas) These were

extensions of the original Kilbourntown settlement and the plats continued the

Successive subdivisions were controlledstreet grid established by Ki 1 bourn.
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by the 1856 City Charter which required all new streets and alleys to align

(Simon, p. 23) This was done towith all existing and adjacent plattings.

prevent the misalignment of streets that had occurred when Ki 1 bourntown and

Juneautown were platted. It also established a uniform, but rigid, grid

pattern as the only legal way to subdivide city land into residential lots.

This provision was also part of the 1874 charter and continued the mandate

that the West Side proceeded at a steady pace throughout the 1860's and

1870's, and all the land to 27th Street, except a few minor parcels, had been

platted by 1885.

West of 27th Street several subdivisions were recorded before the

city annexed the lands to 35th Street in 1888. Most of these were along the

route of the Watertown Plank Road. Newbre's Subdivision in 1877, Emma's

Subdivision in 1883 and Dousman's Subdivision in 1887 bordered 27th Street on

either side of present day West Richardson Place (the former plank road

route). Newbre's and Emma's were located south of the plank road down to

Kilbourn Avenue, between 27th and 29th Streets, and Dousman's was located

north of the road extending to Highland Boulevard between the same streets. A

fourth pre-annexation plat was Edgewood's Subdivision in 1885. It was located

(Milwaukee County Register of Deeds) Thisbetween Wells and State Streets.
remote tract of land was probably subdivided because it was at the terminue of
the Wells Street horse car line, which was established in 1874 and electrified

(McShane, pp. 59, 78) With the availability of mass transit, thein 1890.

Edgewood tract was built to 30% of capacity with suburban homes within the

(City Building permits) Subsequent plats, filedfirst decade after platting.

from the late 1880's through the early 20th century resulted in the division

of all of the West Side to North 35th Street into house lots.

on both sides of North 33rd Street extending westward to North 35th Street and
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Neighborhood Development and Ethnicity
Neighborhoods developed on the West Side along fairly rigid social,

(Conzen, p. 126) The West Side was originallyeconomic and ethnic lines.
Ward 2 extended from the Milwaukee River to the citydivided into two wards:

limits at North 27th Street between Ki 1 bourn Avenue and Vliet Street; Ward 4,
also extended westward from the river to the city limits, from Ki 1 bourn Avenue
south to the north edge of the Menomonee Valley. In subsequent years as the
city's population grew and more land was annexed, the boundaries were adjusted
to reflect these changes. By 1894, the West Side had been divided into four

The west boundaries of Wards 2 and 4 were retracted to North 13thwards.
Street, and Wards 15 and 16 were created out of their original western halves
and extended from North 13th Street to North 35th Street. Pol i ti cal
boundaries are not always reflective of settlement patterns, but the ethnic
immigration patterns on the West Side coincide with the ward divisions. The
first census reports of 1850 and 1860 for Milwaukee showed that Germans were
the dominate group in Ward 2, later Ward 15; and that Yankees, British and

(Conzen, p. 133)Irish were the dominate groups in Ward 4, later Ward 16.
This pattern of settlement by ethnic origin persisted on the West Side into
the early 20th century as the second and third generations of the respective

Thus, north ofgroups remained in the wards settled by their ancestors.

Kilbourn Avenue the wards were predominantly German-American and south of

(Simon, p. )Kilbourn Avenue the wards were predominantly Anglo-American.

This splintering of the different ethnic groups on the West Side was typical

(Conzen,of Milwaukee's ethnically determined settlement history city-wide.

p. 127)
The earliest neighborhoods, were ethnically homogenous and contained

This is exemplified by the pattern ofall classes and income levels.
residential development in the eastern portion of the West Side between North
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17th and North 12th Streets. Although somewhat fragmentary today, the

neighborhood fabric that is still extant exhibits an interesting mix of

commercial structures, large expensive homes, modest alley houses, and middle

class cottages all jumbled together in close proximity illustrating the class-

mixed character of mid-ninetenth century cities.

Neighborhood development on the West Side after 1880 was largely

(Simon, p. 40)based on the segregation of land uses and income levels. No
longer were neighborhoods comprised of mixed uses with residences, shops and
factories possibly on the same block. As the second and third generations
prospered, a more clearly defined class structure emerged that was defined by
occupation and social standing. One aspect of the previous neighborhood
structure that carried through into the early twentieth century was that
ethnic associations were not erased by economic parity and those of the same
foreign stock continued to a large extent, to live in proximity to each other.
An important characteristic of West Side neighborhoods during this period of
residential expansion is that the older areas, primarily east of North 20th
Street, remained fairly stable. There was little movement out of this part of
the West Side, particularly by the wealthiest classes, even as more desirable
home sites further west were made available.

In the period from 1880 to 1910, the city was experiencing a
dramatic rise in population not only from internal sources, but from a new

New housing was needed by bothsurge of post-Civil War foreign immigration.
The older neighbor-the rising middle and upper classes and the newcomers.

hoods, because of their stable character, did not provide a sufficient supply
of cheap housing and to accomodate this need working class neighborhoods were

(Simon,created on the West Side alongside those of the wealthier clases.
p. 59)
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The West Side neighborhoods that achieved distinction during this
period were those located along or near one of the boulevards. This

phenomenon) of creating a municipal parkway as part of a city street was first

introduced to Milwaukee with the creation of Highland Boulevard in 1896.

(See Planning andMcKinley Boulevard and Wisconsin Avenue were named in 1906.

Landscape Architect) The boulevard not only had a landscaped esplanade down

the middle of the roadway, but traffic was restricted, prohibiting all forms

of heavy loads and undesirable vehicles. These became the choice residential

areas of the West Side in the late ninetenth century.

Highland and McKinley Boulevards, though attracting different income

This was consistent with the ethnicgroups, were almost all German-American.

patterns of the old second ward as established in the pre-Civil War settlement

Because of its overwhelming German character, it was affectionatelycity.

called "Sauerkraut Boulevard." Likewise, McKinley Boulevard was the residence

of an equal number of German-Americans who were of the professional and

Between the two boulevards a better than averagemanagerial classes.

neighborhood developed also of German background that included managers,
skilled craftsmen and pockets of laborers.

Below Highland Boulevard was the Concordia College neighborhood. It

had on its southern edge the former Grand Avenue, now West Wisconsin Avenue.

Grand Avenue was a neighborhood unto its own. A residential street of the

city's finest mansions and estates, its only near comparison was Prospect

It was a place of residence that was represented byAvenue on the east side.

Milwaukee's oldest and most socially prominent families as well as the

wealthiest industrialists and financiers of the nineteenth century. Though it

was heavily characterized by a predominance of Anglo-Americans, there wree a

period Highland Boulevard at the upper end of the income scale, was the 

residence of the wealthiest industrialists and businessmen in this part of the
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significant number of German-American families who were of equal social

standing by the end of the century.

The Concordia College neighborhood benefitted greatly by its

location between two of the most prestigious residential streets in the city.

The neighborhood was a natural attraction to those of the upper-middle class

who largely could not afford a mansion-scale house as was characteristic of

the boulevards. Centered around the college campus, numerous residences of

high quality design and craftsmanship were built on gracious landscaped

grounds. The entire area from Grand Avenue to Highland Boulevard flowed like

one giant park. The ethnic make-up tended towards the Anglo-American pattern

established in the previous generation, but like Grand Avenue it had a

significant number of important German-American families so not either group

was socially dominate.

The zenith of the elite West Side neighborhoods was short lived. In

less than twenty years, the sons and daughters of these prominent Milwaukee
families found the residences of Highland Boulevard, Concordia and even Grand
Avenue to be architecturally obsolete and unbecoming of their social
prominence. A survey of city directories indicates that beginning in the
early 1900's there was movement of the wealthiest classes out of the West Side
to move desirable home sites on the east side along the lakeshore, the north
shore suburbs and to nearby Wauwatosa. This trend continued for the next
three decades and by the mid-1940's many of the former mansions had been
converted to rooming houses and institutional uses.

At that time the ethnic character of the West Side was beginning to
change. The first significant group of non-European immigrants to settle in

this part of the city were the Syrians. They were first here in 1895 and

located primarily between Sixth and Twentieth Streets and Ki 1 bourn and

Highland Avenues. Their community increased significantly within the next ten
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years and the first Syrian Catholic Church in the city was established in 1914

at 627 West State Street. In 1915 property was purchased in the 1600 block

of State Street. Meeting first in a house and then in their present ediffice,

St. George's Mel kilt Byzantine Church at West State Street
(MI ) was dedicated in 1917.

The black community on the West Side came into prominance after
World War II. Prior to this blacks in Milwaukee were concentrated in
neighborhoods north of the central business district and below the Schlitz
Brewery. As the tide of foreign immigration almost ceased in the 1920's and

workers on the city's heavy industrial plants were in demand, blacks in

significant numbers began to locate in Milwaukee. By the close of the 1940's

the black community began to move out from its original neighborhoods into the

north and west sides of the city. Movement into the West Side was fairly

limited in the 1950's, but in the 1960's and through the 1970's the city

embarked upon a massive urban renewal program. During this period a large

portion of the West Side, east of North 20th Street and between Highland

Avenue and Vliet Street, was demolished and replaced with a variety of modern

This consisted of single-family and rental units that were built byhousing.

both the Milwaukee Housing Authority and as investment property that was sold

at subsidized rates to private homeowners. By the end of the 1970's, blacks

were the majority ethnic group, occupying all classes and types- of housing.

The most recent immigrant group to gain prominence on the West Side

are the Indo-Chinese. At the close of the 1970's, citizens from Southeast

Asia were fleeing the former countries of South Viet Nam, Cambodia and Laos

which had fallen under communist governments. Wisconsin was chosen as one of

the several national relocation centers for the Hmong and Laotion peoples.

Many of these refugees came to Milwaukee and have established a small, but
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substantial community along West State Street and Kilbourn Avenue from North
17th Street to North 27th Street.
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2. AGRICULTURE

Pioneer Fanning

Prior to the urbanization of Milwaukee's West Side, traditional

truck garden farming was in evidence from the first point of settlement in the

1830's until after the Civil War. In James Buck's earliest recollections of

Milwaukee's pioneer period, he noted that the lands adjacent to the original

villages platted by Solomon Juneau, Byron Ki 1 bourn, and George Walker were

under cultivation, supplying the growing communities with fresh produce.

(Buck, Pioneer History of Milwaukee, Vol. I, p. 35). He also states, as

does J. M. Van Slyck, publisher of the earliest city directories, that grain

shipments of wheat, oats and corn were brought annually to Milwaukee for

Although no specifics are readily available as to theprocessing and export.

extent and exact location of these early farming activities, it is highly

likely that grain and vegetable crops were being grown on the West Side during

this period.

Farm development on the West Side appears to have been mostly

limited to these small scale early activities. Diversified agriculture with

extensive herds and flocks, and permanent barns and out buildings did not

occurr in this part of the city, except on a very small scale. One reason for

this is that significant portions of the West Side were either purchased at

the Land Sale of 1835 in Green Bay by east coast speculators and held

unimproved, in anticipation of rising land values, or held in trust by the

(Buck, p. 36 and Historical Atlas ofMilwaukee & Rock River Canal Company.

Milwaukee County, p. 8) These speculative lands were mostly located east of

what is now North 20th Street (Lapham, Increase "1848 Map of Milwaukee") The

canal company, a greater deterrent to settlement, held a swath of land that

was five miles wide, parcels alternating on either side of line across the
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(Historical Atlas, p. 8).length of the West Side. The canal company,

chartered in 1838 by the territorial legislature to connect the Milwaukee and

Rock River via a water channel, became defunct in 1841, but its lands were not

made available for public sale until 1849 (Historical Atlas, p. 8 and Still,

Milwaukee, History of a City, p. 43. By this time, Milwaukee wasBayard.

on the verge of becoming a major urban center and the West Side lands were too

valuable and expensive to be sold for farming.

The only major pioneer farmhouse extant on the West Side is the

Sylvester Pettibone House at 2051 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 103-35). The

Col. Theodore Yates House at 2710 West State Street, c. 1865-1870 (MI 107-26),

the Dr. Robert Fairies House at West State Street, (MI 124-8 were built during

the same time period, but were erected as country residences, not as

Pettibone was a Connecticut native who came to Milwaukee Countyfarmhouses.

He built his residence about 1850 and resided here until aboutin 1836.

Subsequent owners remodeled and enlarged the original house. In1870.

addition to farming, Pettibone was a contractor, and a leader in political and

He was responsible for grading North Water Street, the firstcivic affairs.

graded street in the city, and was Milwaukee's first postmaster in 1837 (Old

Settlers, Vol. 1, p. 241). His obituary, which appeared in the July 24, 1874

edition of the Milwaukee Sentinel, stated:

"Pettibone came to Milwaukee in April, 1836, and passed

through to Prairieville, now Waukesha, where he established

a blacksmith shop and worked a farm...He subsequently purchased

250 acres south of what is now known as Spring Street (Wisconsin

Avenue) and west of 21st Street, and moved near the city, as

he then said, and settled down to the life of a farmer, varying

his work with contracts to do grading in the city...He took a lively

interest in agriculture, was a prominent member of the Milwaukee
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Agricultural Society...and remained true to his occupation..."

After 1870 the Pettibone farm was subdivided and sold for house

lots.

Diversified Agriculture

Although large scale, diversified agriculture was not a major force

on the West Side, specialty farming in horticulture was a significant

Situated throughout the West Side were the nurseries of some of theacti vity.

most important local landscape gardeners and horticulturists in 19th century

This type of agriculture was compatible with residentialMilwaukee.

development since it could be carrued iyt ib faurkt snakk tracts of land that

fit within the advancing street grid and was not considered a nuisance or

noxious hazard by residential neighborhoods, as livestock raising would have

been.

The first known landscape gardener and nurseryman in Milwaukee was

He came to the city in 1854 from Northern Ireland andThomas Armstrong.

(Andreas, History of Milwaukee,established his business that same year.

1881, p. 1540) Armstrong was first listed in the 1856 City Directory with his

greenhouses at North 10th Street and West Wisconsin Avenue. In subsequent

years he moved to various sites on the east and west sides of the city, until

1875, when city directories listed him at the northeast corner of North 15th

Street and today's West Ki 1 bourn Avenue. He maintained his greenhouses at

this site until 1895, when he was last listed.

A contemporary of Armstrong was Charles Gifford. Also from the

British Isles, Gifford maintained an extensive nursery operation at North 33rd

Street and West Wiscosnin Avenuewherre he owned all of the land south of the

Avenue to the Menomonee Valley between North 30th and 35th Streets as

Based on a comparison with thewell as large parcels north of the Avenue.
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other major nurseries of the period, Gifford was probably the largest in the

city at that time. He was first listed in the 1857 City Directory at this

In 1870 Gifford's heirs sold thesite and remained there until about 1863.

entire site to Sherburn S. Merrill, general manager of the Chicago, Milwaukee,

Merrill erected an opulent mansion at North 33rdand St. Paul Railroad.

Street and Wisconsin Avenue and subdivided the remaining parcels for

(Gurda, John West End, pp. 10, 11; Built inresidential development.

Milwaukee, pp. 168, 169) As the first of the grand mansions to be built at

this end of the avenue, it preseaged the end of the rural character that had

long characterized Wisconsin Avenue and the West Side.

In contrast to Armstrong and Gifford, who were associated with

commercial nurseries, Isaac H. Jones was representative of the landscape

gardeners and designers who contracted their services to private individuals.

Jones came to Milwaukee in 1855 at the request of Alexander Mitchell to design

the gardens for his estate at 900 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 104-21) and to

Jones worked for Mitchell until 1864 and then for twomanage his greenhouses.

years for William P. Lynde at his magnificent estate, Lynden, located on

. He then estabished his own commercial nursery business in

(Watrons, p. 1540) He later built greenhouses at North 27th Street and1866.

According to city directories, Jones was in business atWest Vliet Street.

this location from 1879 to 1901.

In the later 19th century both commercial nurseryman and individual

Currie Brothers was thelandscape gardeners were prevalent on the West Side.

The firm was founded in 1874 by James Currie, wholargest of the later firms.

He was joined in thehad come to Milwaukee in 1873 from Ayrshire, Scotland.

(Andreas, pp. 1538,business a year later by his brothers William and Adam.

1539) Their extensive greenhouses were located at the northeast corner of

North 27th and West State streets from 1878 to about 1910. James was also the
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superintendent of Forest Home Cemetery on the south side.

Other West Side nurserymen were Matthias P. Oil ger who was in

business at North 19th Street and Kilbourn Avenue from 1887 to 1893; David

Dalgleish whose establishment was at the northeast corner of North 27th Street

and McKinley Avenue from 1881 to 1889; and Alexander Klockner who operated a

nursery business on the grounds of the former Mitchell Estate from 1894 to

By the turn of the century, the landLentz, Frederick Menger, and John Valom.

on the West Side was too valuable for nursery operations and all of the

The businesses thatnursery tracts had been subdivided and built over.

continued moved to the fringes of the city where the newly developing

neighborhood provided a ready market for their services.

HPC:RW:mej 
ROBIN.ME;FPOO 
8/10/84

1897. Individual landscape gardeners and designers who were long term 

residents of the West Side included Alexander Laing, William Mueller, Rudolph
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COMMERCE3.

The commercial history of the West Side reflects the type of small

scale neighborhood commercial development common in older urban residential

Basically, most of the West Side's commercial areas were located onareas.

the major east-west arterials including State Street, Juneau, and Wisconsin

North 35th Street and North 27th Street were the only commerciallyAvenue.

important north-south streets. The West Side's commerce remained primarily

local in character and its commercial strips never really developed into

regional shopping and service areas as did North 3rd Street and the commercial

hub at North 12th and Vliet Streets.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMMERCIAL STRIPS

The history of West Side development can be characterized as an east

expansion away from the city's central business district toward theto west

By the late 1880s, intensive housing development hadcity 1imits.western

North 24th Street and by the turn of the century it approached Northreached

The densest settlement occurred east of North 16th Street where35th Street.

the neighborhood was characterized by small lots intensively built up with a

Density diminished west ofmixture of residential and commercial structures.

North 16th Street, while west of North 27th Street the blocks were parti-

(Rascher's 1888-cularly spacious and were almost exclusively residential.

1892; Sanborn 1894-1909) The density of commercial development in different

The busi-parts of the neighborhood followed this overall parttern as well.

Since public trans-nesses were generally small scale, family operations.

portation allowed easy access to the central business district from an early

date, no banks, major clothing stores or derpartment stores developed in the

study area.
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State Street

State Street was by far the busiest of the West Side commercial

thoroughfares in the nineteenth century with over forty businesses located

there by 1892 and well over fifty by 1909. No one type of trade predominated

along State Street. It was a commercial strip that included saloons, meat

markets, bakeries, grocery stores and the like housed in small Victorian era

(Rascher's 1888-buildings. It retained this character through the 1940s.

1892; Sanborn 1894-1909)

Juneau Avenue

Juneau Avenue (formerly Chestnut) was second in importance to State

Street and contained well over twenty shops by the late 1880's. Although

Juneau was primarily commercial all the way east to North 3rd Street, its

westward commercial limit was North 20th Street where a solid residential

neighborhood began. Juneau was characterized by smaller shops than State

Street and contained neighborhood convenience stores such as bakeries, taverns

(Rascher's 1888-1892; Sanborn 1894-1909)and grocerys through the 1940s.

Mells Street

Wells Street was third in commercial prominence in the late

(Rascher's 1888-1892;nineteenth century, having ten commercial structures.

Sanborn 1894-1909 ) Despite its early importance as a major street car route,

significant commercial development did not occur on Wells Street until the

early twentieth century when large-scale apartment blocks with ground floor

retail space were constructed and many old residences were converted into

West of North 27th Street Wells has always beenstorefront businesses.

exclusively residential.
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West Wisconsin Avenue

West Wisconsin Avenue (formerly Grand) was a fashionable, mansion-

lined thoroughfare that was able to retain its exclusive residential character

in the nineteenth century by preventing cross town street car route from being

However, a small, one block commercial strip didbuilt along its expanse.

develop at the southwest corner of West Wisconsin and North 27th Street.

Saloons, stores, a bakery, a harness shop, a meat shop and a blacksmith shop

The corner's proximity to the huge complex of thewere all located there.

Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul railroad repair shops, and to an early resi-

dential tract south of Wisconsin Avenue probably influenced the development of

(Rascher's 1888-1892)a commercial node at this corner.

In the twentieth century, the once elegant, tree-lined boulevard was

The completion of the via-transformed into a barren, major traffic artery.

duct across the Menomonee River, the westward expansion of the central busi-

ness district, and the flight of the rich to the East Side all contributed to

Wisconsin Avenue's transformation into a commercial street.

The viaduct provided easy, direct access to the heart of the central

business district for western suburban residents and helped contribute to the

perception that West Wisconsin Avenue was an extension of the central business

Commercialism had already spread westward from the Milwaukee Riverdistrict.

along West Wisconsin Avenue as far as North 7th Street by the turn of the

Further westward expansion was held in check for a time by thecentury.

ownership of several key parcels fronting the avenue by religious organiza-

tions including St. James Episcopal Church, Calvary Presbyterian, Gesu Church,

Grand Avenue Congregational, Redeemer Lutheran, and-so on. Private clubs and

fraternal organizations including the Eagles, the Wisconsin Club, and the

Other blocks, such as theShriners also owned large frontages on the Avenue.

Kneeland Estate (10th Street and Wisconsin) and the Schandein Estate (24th
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Street and Wisconsin) were purchased by local government for municipal uses.

Institutional expansion also gobbled up large amounts of land that might

(see Health and Social Services)otherwise have become commercial. Commer-

cial development did occur as isolated lots became available, but continuous

By the teens and 1920s, the single-familyretail strips did not develop.

mansions that had given Grand Avenue its name were being replaced at the

eastern perimeter of the area by office buildings and hotels. In other areas,

storefronts were simply tacked onto old residences. With the advent of the

automobile, filling stations began to appear at key corner sites while parking

and service garages and auto dealerships clustered at the far western end of

West Wisconsin was the only commercial strip onthe avenue near the viaduct.

the West Side to have localized clusters of similar' businesses such as its

auto sales district at the west end of the Avenue and its hotel sector at the

east end.

27th Street

Unlike the east-west oriented commercial strips cited above, 27th

Street was one of only two north-south thoroughfares to become commercially

North 27th Street was the city's western-important in the twentieth century.

most limit until 1880 and connected Wisconsin Avenue with the Watertown Plank

Road (State Street today). Eventually a streetcar line was built along North

27th Street linking commercially important State, Juneau and Wells Streets.

The completion of the 27th Street viaduct over the Menomonee Valley to the

south side about 1910 made 27th Street one of the few north-south cross town

As a result of its greatly enhanced importance as a transpor-access points.

tation artery, and a 50% population increase in the neighboring area, a por-

tion of North 27th Street was transformed into a commercial strip between West

During the 1920s numerous large commercialWisconsin Avenue and State Street.
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blocks were constructed with multiple storefronts on the ground level and

apartments or offices on the upper stories. A whole array of convenience

stores could be found there ranging from pharmacies and soda fountains to

laundries and delicatessens. Nearby entertainment facilities made this area

something of a city-wide night spot as well. For movies, there was the Tower

and the State Theaters, for dancing The Tent and for skating the Arena Ice

(Gurda p. 103)(see Recreation and Entertainment)Gardens.

35th Street

35th Street achieved its commercial importance in the twentieth

Originally part of the town of Wauwatosa, 35th Street was thinlycentury.

A little scatteredbuilt up with residences during the nineteenth century.

commercial development occurred during the 1920s, mostly consisting of small

store buildings.

Like 27th Street, 35th Street was connected to the south side of

Milwaukee by way of a viaduct across the Menomonee Valley. Constructed in

1933, it provided one of the only three north-south cross town arteries west

of the Milwaukee River before the construction of the 1-94 and 1-43 freeways

in the 1960s.

After completion of the viaduct during the Depression, little

commercial growth took place until after World War II, when some small office

buildings, a strip mall at the intersection of Juneau Avenue, and many fast

(MI-118-25)food restaurants were constructed.

Isolated Neighborhood Stores

Due to the accessibility of the commercial strips along Juneau,

State, 35th, and 27th Streets, t4ie isolated neighborhood store in the midst of

a residential area never became common on the West Side, although it was

I
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characteristic of many other Milwaukee neighborhoods.

BUILDING TYPES

West Side commercial buildings illustrate the diversity of

architectural styles popular in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Italianate, Romanesque, Queen Anne, and the fanciful Mediterranean forms of

Glass curtain wallthe 1920s are among the most common commercial styles.

In form and size, the buildingsstructures followed in the 1950s and 1960s.

evolved from the small, two-story shop with a flat above structures of the

1870s and 1880s to the large scale office blocks of the early twentieth

century.

Stores with Flats

The West Side's earliest examples were of Italianate design and were1920s.

They were generally two stories highbuilt from the 1870s into the 1880s.

with arched windows and the gable end of the roof facing the street. Two

examples of such structures are 1201 West Juneau Avenue (MI 74-15) and 1301-03

(MI 82-5) Both were built in the early 1870s of creamWest State Street.

city brick, the former occupied by Charles F. Buccholz, a retail druggist who

lived above his shop, and the latter occupied by Peter Kief as a grocery and a

tavern.

By the 1880s commercial structures began to show greater diversity

The Queen Anne style with its variety ofin style and were larger in size.

surface textures, ornamented silhouettes and decorative corbelling is exempli-

(MI 102-35) A smallfied by the building at 2637-39 West Wisconsin Avenue.

bay with pediment accents the east end of the facade while a round turret,

Neighborhood commercial structures were commonly built with upper 

flats for the shop proprietor and his family from the 1870s through the late
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once topped with an onion dome, is located over the corner entry. The build-

ing was used as a drug store for most of its existence and had several upper

The small building at 1617 West Wells (MI 89-4), built in 1888, isflats.

another example of a Queen Anne commercial block.

West Side commercial blocks grew larger during the 1890s and, more

Rooflines became more complex andoften than not, occupied corner sites.

frequently the building would house several shops as well as multiple flats.

Two examples are 2537 West State Street (MI 74-23) and 2601-03 West State

Street (MI 74-22). The former was designed by architect Edward Kiesslich in

1893 for Herman Weiss and features a stepped gable, corner turret and dormers.

The latter was constructed in 1898 for August F. Stahe by architect Frank

combination gambrel-mansard roof.

A return to smaller structures characterized the first two decades

Often just two stories high, theof the twentieth century on the West Side.

structures maintained the mixed use concept of store-with-flat-above and

appeared in a variety of forms ranging from Classical Revival at 2100 West

Wells (1900) (MI 84-16), to Arts and Crafts at 1403 West Juneau (MI 73-28), to

Prairie School at 1323 North 12th Street (MI 75-14).

The construction of the area's largest commercial blocks, generally

three or four stories high, occurred during the 1920s as part of a city-wide

The architectural styles reflect the diversity of thatbuilding boom.

The structure at 953-61 North 27th Street (MIdecade's historical revivals.

116-6) is reminiscent of the Georgian style with stone quoins, keystones and

The blocks at 923-25 North 27th Street (1925) (MI 116-3), 2401-05cornices.

West State Street (1920) (MI 74-26), 2323-37 West Wells (1928) (MI 88-20), and

1234-38 West State Street (1927) (MI 71-11) among many others, are exuberant

examples of the highly popular Mediterranean style with stone-framed window

Mueller and housed a store, a flat and a rental hall beneath its unusual
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openings, simulated iron balconies, barrel tile trim at the roofline, baroque-

inspired twisted piers and leaded glass.

The Depression and war years effectively put an end to new construc-

tion on the West Side. When construction resumed during the 1950s, the com-

bination commercial-residential building was superceded by the office and

In recent years the Catholic Knights Tower (1968) atoffice-retail structure.

1102-16 West Wells (MI 85-10) has been the West Side's only attempt to incor-

The Knightsporate residential uses in a high rise contemporary structure.

Tower combines ground floor retail with apartments and the corporate offices

of the Catholic Knights Insurance Company on the upper levels.

Taverns

A unique expression of the brewing industry in Milwaukee was the

Beginning in the 1880s such companies asbrewery-owned neighborhood tavern.

Pabst, Schlitz, Miller, Jung, and Gettleman purchased corner properties on

which to construct highly distinctive taverns that bore the logo of their

Such taverns exist throughout Milwaukee and threebrewery on the facade.

examples remain on the West Side.

The earliest of these structures was the Miller Inn (1892) (MI 127-

10) built adjacent to the Miller Brewery on State Street. The two-story,

castle-like tavern was constructed on a rusticated stone base and featured a

corner tower, corbelled and crenellated cornices and an arcaded first story.

The Miller Inn was initially operated by the brewery and later leased to a

The building also housed a bowling alley andseries of private tavernkeepers.

In 1950 the Miller Brewing Companyliving quarters for the tavernkeepers.

resumed operation of the tavern for use as a visitors center at its brewery.

Extensive interior remodelling was carried out in 1950-51 under the direction

of internationally known designer Brooks Stevens. Today the interior reflects
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the ambience of an English tavern and contains beer tasting rooms for visitors

as well as a museum and access to the original beer caves.

The West Side's second oldest brewery owned tavern is located at

1228-40 West Juneau Avenue (MI 81-5) at the corner of North 14th Street. It

was designed for the Pabst Brewing Company by Charles G. Hoffman in 1896 and

Like the Miller Inn,displays the Pabst logo on the Juneau Avenue facade.

this tavern features a castle-like appearance with crenellated tower,

It was lastcorbelled cornice and arched entrances on the ground floor.

operated as The Castle tavern in 1958 and since then has housed successively

the Padon Missionary Baptist Church, Guiding Light Baptist Church and,

currently, the Zion Rock Missionary Baptist Church.

The most recent of the three taverns is the Gettleman Brewery Tavern

at 2302 West State Street (MI 70-9) designed in 1907 by Henry Messmer and

It is a simple, two-story rectangular brick box with segmentally-archedSon.

It still operates as a tavern today.window openings and a modest cornice.

Hotels

Hotel construction was confined chiefly to Wisconsin Avenue.

Beginning in the late teens, hotels were constructed at the eastern end of

the Avenue, the area closest to the central business district and consequently

experiencing the greatest commercialization. In terms of size, scale, and

design, the West Side hotels were comparable to those being built in the heart

Several different types of hotels were built over the years, theof downtown.

apartment hotel, the transient or tourist hotel, and more recently, the motel

and motor hotel.

Residential or apartment hotels were the most common type and were

exemplified by the Stratford Arms (1916) at 1404 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 99-

6) and the Biltmore Grande (1925) at 1343 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 99-4),



- 10 -

both of which contained mostly apartments with only a few short term accommo-

dations . English and Gothic architecture were the sources for the decorative

detail of these structures, which were designed to look like apartment build-

The Stratford has since become Marquette University's Jesuit residenceings.

while the Biltmore serves Marquette as office space.

The Ardmore (1924) at 1600 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 99-30), the

LaSalle Hotel (1927) at 721-23 North 11th Street (MI 99-22), and the Marquette

Apartment Building (1926) at 1628 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 89-19) also com-

bined apartment and hotel units but contained commercial facilities on their

Each eight stories, the Ardmore, Marquette Apartments andground floors.

LaSalle made use of historical revival architectural styles.

The Ambassador Hotel (1927) at 2300-08 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI

100-26F) and the fifteen-story Marquette Tower (1930) at 1032 West Wisconsin

Avenue (MI 98-21) were tourist or transient hotels and contained mostly single

Both are large Art Deco style struc-rooms rather than suites or apartments.

tures, the Ambassador displaying elaborate foliated terra-cotta panels and the

Marquette Tower ornamented with terra-cotta chevrons in the popular ziggurat

The Ambassador is still a hotel, the Marquette Towerstyle of the twenties.

is a residence hall for Marquette University.

Most hotel construction during the past thirty years has reflected

the post war traveler's preference for short-term, automobile accessible

All are located on Wisconsin Avenue, near the major fraternalaccommodations.

Of theclubhouses, Marquette University and the central business district.

five constructed, only the Continental Motel at 3001-27 West Wisconsin Avenue

(MI(1958) (MI 102-24) and the Phoenix Inn (1965) at 2301-05 West Wisconsin

Marquette University has103-18) are still in operation as hostelries. taken

over two motels for residence halls, the Coach House/Holiday Inn (1961) at

1926 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 100-18), and the former Hyatt Hotel (1962) at
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2601-11 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 102-37). The Pan-American (1958) at 3808

West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 102-4) now serves as a residential treatment center

for the emotionally disturbed elderly.

Office Buildings

Office structures are not a dominant building type on the West

They occur chiefly along West Wisconsin with a few on North 27th andSide.

The first office building on the West Side was con-North 35th streets.

structed at 1200-08 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 100-17) in 1911 and was designed

Retail shops were located on the groundby the firm of Leenhouts and Guthrie.

The five story Franklin Bank Building, the largest office building onfloor.

the West Side at the time of its construction in 1929, is located at 709 North

It was designed by Milwaukee architect Eugene R.11th Street (MI 98-20).

In addi-Leibert, and is sheathed in white terra-cotta with Gothic detailing.

tion to the bank's offices, the building housed insurance agencies, real

Renamed the Marquette Build-estate firms, lawyers, doctors and retail shops.

ing from 1934 to 1949, the building has been known as the Old Line Life

Insurance building since 1949 when Old Line Life took over the building as its

corporate headquarters.

Since World War II, a dozen or so office structures have been

constructed, chiefly to accommodate the numerous doctors, medical personnel

and health care agencies associated with the major hospitals on the West

The largest of these, the Bockl Building at 2020-48 West WisconsinSide.

(1958) (MI 100-21) was designed originally to house medical practitioners and

had retail space for the sale of health care products. The Equitable Life

Building at 1701 West Wisconsin (MI 104-16) (1957) originally housed a life

insurance company but is now owned and occupied by the Blood Center, a blood

The Equitable Life and Bockl buildings represent the zenith of commer-bank.
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cial office construction on the West Side. Since 1960 new office construction

has been limited to small structures only two or three stories high. The

Boxer Building at 3400-02 West Wisconsin (1960) (MI 101-29) is just one

example of this trend.

Auto Sales

With the advent of the affordable car in the 1920s, the West Side

assumed city-wide prominence in the sale and servicing of automobiles. There

were already eight dealerships, parking and service garages in the neighbor-

(Sanborn 1910-1926, 1910-1961) All this activity was concen-hood by 1926.

trated in a single stretch of Wisconsin Avenue west of North 27th Street.

Five prominent structures remain as remainders of these auto-

Two best exemplify the growing importance of to theoriented businesses.

The structure at 3820 West Wisconsin Avenue (MIauto industry in the 1920s.

102-5) was built about 1928 for George W. Browne, Inc., a Chrysler dealer-

Browne was replaced by Histed Motor Company in 1932 and by Edwardsship.

The large building later housed furniture stores.Motor Company in 1936.

(Milwaukee City Directory; Milwaukee Building Permits)' The elaborate display

windows of the showroom have now been blocked up, but its original elegance

The rear service portion of the building featurescan still be discerned.

arched windows and tile, in the Mediterranean style popular at the time.

Since 1944 when W.A. Krueger Printing Company took over the building, the

former dealership has been used for light manufacturing.

The Drott Tractor Company at 3841 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 103-7)

Designed in 1928 by Martin Tullgren andalso built an impressive structure.

Sons, Drott's many-windowed showroom remains intact with colorful terra cotta

ornament, sweeping staircase, and column screen dividing the interior spaces.

A manufacturer of loaders and tractors for heavy construction, Drott's service
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and manufacturing facilities were built into the side of the bluff below the

Additions were constructed in 1936 and 1948. (Sanborn 1910-1961)showroom.

Drott relocated to Waukesha County some years ago and an equipment repair

business now occupies the building.

Two other prominent dealerships once located in close proximity to

Drott and Browne are worthy of mention although neither is still in operation

Having been highly successful, Edwards Motor Company and Humphreytoday.

Chevrolet continually remodelled their facilities with the result that little

Edwards Motor Company hadevidence of their formative years remains today.

been founded by Frank J. Edwards in 1907, making it one of Wisconsin's oldest

It became a Dodge dealership in 1913 when Dodge first beganauto dealerships.

to manufacture cars and the business eventually added Plymouths and Chryslers

In 1920 Edwards located to West Wisconsin Avenue and in 1923to thei r line.

built a showroom at 3601 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 102-9). Edwards Motor

Company went out of business in 1971 and Metropolitan Cadillac occupied the

The site is now vacant. (MS 6/18/1964, 12/19/1964;site for a few years.

MJ 12/18/1964, 11/9/1971) Humphrey Chevrolet at 3419 West Wisconsin Avenue

(MI 102-11) had the distinction of being Wisconsin's largest auto dealer and

the world's largest General Motors dealer by the mid 1960s when it employed

The business had been founded in 1936 and permanent quarters were177 people.

Branches were located throughoutbuilt at the above address in 1941.

Humphrey moved from the siteWisconsin and in Illinois, Ohio and California.

in the early 1970s and Gordon Page Chevrolet took over the lot. Page sub-

(MJsequently closed in the late 1970's and the site is now vacant.

5/13/1965, 6/3/1966)

Storage Warehouses

High rise storage warehouses were a phenomena of the 1920s and were
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Avenue just east of the viaduct.

Boulevard Storage at 2620 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 101-8) was the

Although the company had been founded infirst of the two warehouses built.

1912, their new storage facility was not constructed until 1923. Located near

the intersection of North 27th Street and West Wisconsin Avenue, Boulevard

Storage was conveniently sited to serve the West, North and South sides.

Boulevard still provides storage facilities in its building, which was

designed to have retail space on the first floor and offers a moving service.

They were the first company in Milwaukee to lease vehicles from the nationwide

(Yellow Pages, 1983 and p. 800; Sanborn 1910-1926)Mayflower Van Company.

Coakley Brothers at 3742 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 102-3) is the

oldest extant moving and storage firm in the city, having been established in

The business began on1888 as the Lightening Messenger and Express Company.

West Wisconsin, relocated to West Water Street about 1896 and later had addi-

tional facilities at the northwest corner of 2nd and Fowler Streets. By 1904

In 1911, although Coakley was one ofCoakley advertised storage facilities.

eleven storage companies in the city, they claimed to be the only one to

provide locked storage rooms that were both moth and dustproof.

The company's new building on West Wisconsin Avenue was designed by

the prestigious architectural firm of Eschweiler and Eschweiler in 1928. With

its eight story tower and prominent clock that spells out "Coakley Bros", the

structure is easily the most recognizable building at the western end of West

The ground floor was once used as retail space and occupiedWiscosnin Avenue.

by a variety of tenants including an auto dealer. Now it serves as storage

space, but still features the decorative iron railings, chandeliers and

lipper floor space is used for storagetwisted columns from its showroom days.

built in only a few areas of the city. The West Side has two examples, both 

built on what was then a relatively undeveloped expanse of West Wisconsin
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and once had a special demothing room. Still a viable moving and storage

company, Coakley Brothers is ah agent for Allied Van Lines with Neil Coakley

(Yellow Pages 1984 p. 812; Sanborn 1910-1961; Eschweiler Book)as president.

Information Services

Information sevices on the West Side are represented by a single

example, WISN Channel 12 at 759 North 19th Street. (MI 92-37) One of the

three major television broadcasting stations in Milwaukee, WISN had been the

City's CBS affiliate until changing to ABC affiliation in the early 1970s.

The station began in a small structure it erected in 1956 at the southwest

corner of 19th and Wells streets on what had at one time been the rear yard of

a Wisconsin Avenue estate. The various additions to the original facility

made since 1956 were unified behind a modern facade in 1981.

Utilities

The Wisconsin Bell Telephone Company is the only utility with

facilities in the study area. Wisconsin Bell has several structures on the

West Side, including a building at 801 North 35th Street (MI 118-10),

personnel offices at 845 North 35th Street (MI 118-11), and a sub-station at

the northeast corner of North 26th Street and West Kilbourn Avenue (MI 95-6).

This last building is the oldest and most architecturally significant of the

three and was designed in 1919 by the architectural firm of Eschweiler and

Eschweiler as the Toll Office Building. It was used for connecting Milwaukee

(Eschweiler Book)calls to long distance exchanges. Combining elements of

Gothic and Prairie School design, stone-capped piers divide the facade into

Additions in 1925 and 1953 were designed to be compatible with thebays.

character of the original facade, but more recent additions have not been so

sympathetic. Decorative stone panels at the main entrance display a foliated
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pattern interwined with telephones.

The Wisconsin Telephone Company has had a long history. It was

incorporated in 1888 and soon had in 17 exchanges that serviced 1,798 tele-

By 1945 service had been extended to 475,000 phones which operatedphones.

from 113 central offices located in 92 Wisconsin communities. Wisconsin

Telephone had long been affiliated with the Bell Telephone System, but since

the break-up of AT & T in January, 1984, it is now known as Wisconsin Bell.

(Men of Achievement p. 39)

WEST SIDE COMMERCIAL AREAS TODAY/CONCLUSION

The state of commerce on the West Side today is not encouraging.

The lower economic status of today's West Side residents and the preference

for regional shopping areas have taken their toll on the family-run, small-

Once thriving State Street andscale businesses that had dominated the area.

Juneau Avenue have been hard hit by spot demolition and have lost their sense

Juneau Avenue today is characterized by isolated storefrontsof cohesi veness.

between 12th and 15th Streets which are occupied primarily by taverns or small

Commercial zones on State Street survive in two spots, agrocery stores.

small strip between 12th and 14th Streets and a cluster of buildings just east

Taverns predominate with an occasional restaurant, grocery,of 27th Street.

Wells east of 17th Street remains aliquor store and some vacant storefronts.

diversified commercial strip, primarily as a result of its proximity to

Restaurants, taverns, laundromats and grocery storesMarquette University.

Thirty-fifth Street north of Highland Boulevard is thecan be found there.

one viable commercial area in the West Side due to its still mildly successful

1960s era Mid-City Shopping Center, a large supermarket and several fast food

restaurants.

Hardest hit of the commercial strips has been North 27th Street.
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Its only supermarket, Sentry, relocated to 59th and Blue Mound in 1976 and the

Ben Franklin variety store closed in 1978. The Tower Theater has been con-

verted into an office building for Family Hospital and its once grand audi-

(See Health and Social Services)tori urn is now an employee's cafeteria. The

taverns, dry cleaners, pharmacy and resale shops have suffered from lack of

Several smallbusiness due to the absence of a major commercial draw.

groceries have opened in recent years to cater to the Middle Eastern and Asian

peoples who have settled in the vicinity of North 20th and State Streets

during the past decade.

West Wisconsn Avenue has undergone some of the most dramatic changes

Urban renewal andof any portion of the West Side in the past thirty years.

land acquisition by Marquette University have resulted in large tracts of

A number of the hotels once locatedvacant land at the Avenue's eastern edge.

there have either been demolished or converted into residence halls. At its

western edge, Wisconsin Avenue lost five major auto dealers during the 1970s

Little new development or con-leaving the expansive auto sales lots vacant.

struction has occurred since 1965 except for several small food stores, fast

food restaurants and branch banks.

In summary, the West Side has undergone several commercial transi-

The small neighborhood convenience store with flat above was mosttions.

prominent up to the 1920s, when larger office and apartment blocks with

In the 1920s Wisconsin Avenue andground floor retail space became common.

North 27th Street emerged as city-wide entertainment and service shopping

New trends in retail sales after World War II led to the establishmentareas.

of the Mid City Mall on North 35th Street during the 1960s which grouped

retail services into one unified complex that provided ample parking.

Its prominence as a majorWisconsin Avenue's position has been a unique one.

arterial lending to the central business district has given it a commercial
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diversity with its office buildings, hotel s/motel s, medical buildings and

insurance companies that is lacking elsewhere on the West Side.
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4. INDUSTRY

EARLY INDUSTRIES

Early industry began on the West Side at the fringes of developed

These early businesses were generally small operations, serving theareas.

the necessary natural resources at the eastern and western edges of the

Within a matter of years, however, they either disappeared toproject area.

be replaced by larger concerns or relocated to the Menomonee River Valley

where water and rail access was better. As a result, the West Side never

became a significant industrial area for Milwaukee.

Eastern Sector

The easternmost portion of the West Side was characterized by hilly

and heavily forested tracts of lands intersected by deep ravines. Easily

worked, surface clay deposits were much sought after for brick-making.

Several accessible clay deposits were found on the West Side, part of the

substantial clay deposits which lined both the north and south banks of the

(Zimmerman p. 9) The Menomonee River valley also providedMenomonee River.

water for the processing of hides and was the location of the city's

stockyards, giving rise to Milwaukee's first tanneries.

Brickyards

The first bricks were made in Milwaukee in 1835 by four men in the

Nelson and Thomas Olin, Levi G. Loomis and Georgeemploy of Solomon Juneau:

In 1836, Benoni W. Finch began a brick works at what is now theReed.

Finch's ownintersection of West Wisconsin Avenue and North 13th Street.

needs of a pioneer community. -Brick-making, tanning and paper-making fall 

into this early group. Each of these industries found, at least temporarily,
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house was only the second brick house to be built in the city and was located

between today's 13th and 14th Streets on Clybourn in an area now occupied by

Marquette University. In the 1840's, John A. Messenger opened a brickyard on

Chestnus Street (todays Juneau) west of 12th Street. (Gregory, SE Wise.,

p.345) Brothers Jonathan L. and George Burnham likewise began as brickmakers

here in 1844, leasing from James H. Rogers a tract of land at the foot of 13th

Street where a ravine and bluffs exposed clay deposits. They subsequently

purchased land in the vicinity and in 1848 acquired jproperty on the south

bank of the Menomonee River. The Burnhams enormously successful south side

brickyards soon eclipsed its other competitors and West Side brickmakers came

(Gregory, Hist, of Milw. p. 512-514)to an end.

Tanning

Historian John B. Gregory states that the city's first tannery was

started by Daniel Phelps, on the north side of today's Clybourn at the foot of

the ravine between 13th and 14th Streets on January 15, 1842. (Gregory, SE

Wise, p. 353) The location is now occupied by Marquette University.

Proximity to the Menomonee River and access to hides from slaughterhouses as

well as nearness to Clybourn Street were most likely the determining factors

in Phelps' decision to locate there. Menomonee Valley canal improvements and

railroad lines were still in the future at this point and when implemented in

the late 1850's, resulted in a concentration of tanneries further east in the

valley along the south banks. Likewise the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal

(1842) along the Milwaukee River proved a more convenient location for hide

processing and soon formed the heart of the city's tanning industry. The

small scale Phelps tannery was quickly outclassed by such giants and Pfister

and Vogel and Trostel Tanning and the West Side never did develop as a tanning

center.
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The Menomonee River Valley

A loop of the Menomonee River winds northward through a deep valley

It was this upperforming the western terminus of the West Side survey area.

valley that was destined to become the only significant industrial area on the

At least initially, industry developed here in relative isolationWest Side.

from the rest of the city since it was outside the municipal limits in an area

The steep bluffs forming the valley wallsthat was not easily accessible.

The valley was notmade east-west travel across the river valley difficult.

There were a few farms skirting the riverdevoid of population, however.

banks such as the Fries farm and a small hamlet known as Pigsville was located

(Gurda p.at the south end of the valley just outside the survey boundaries.

62) Roads and railway lines were gradually improved, making the

The Watertown Plank Road wastransportation of goods, if not people, easier.

It extended westward from the downtown,begun in 1848 and completed in 1853.

dipped down to the valley floor and climbed the bluffs on the other side as

it continued out to Wauwatosa and beyond forming the route of present day

It was a profit making venture and a toll gate was locatedState Street.

The one at 35th and State Streetsevery five miles along its length.

(Gurda p. 89) Thegenerated $1,300 in revenue each week during its heyday.

Milwaukee and Waukesha Railroad (later part of the Milwaukee Road) laid track

(Gurda p. 62) The Plank Road and especiallyeasements from the area farmers.

the railroad made the valley attractive to industry.

Abundant trees and a steady water supply provided the right combination of

Paper Mill

One of the earliest industries to locate there was a paper mill.

on the valley in 1851 on the west bank of the Menomonee River after obtaining
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factors for the establishment of such a mill. Historian John B. Gregory dates

the mill to about 1870 but it appears on maps as early as 1852. there are no

later references to this factory after 1870, so it must have been a

This wrapping paper mill was part of a small butshort-lived enterprise.

burgeoning paper industry in Milwaukee that included Noonan and McNab's

newsprint mill on Humboldt Avenue along the Milwaukee River 1846-1869 and

Jeremiah and Brightman's paper factory on River Street at the foot of Van

Buren Street, which was discontinued after an explosion severely damaged the

Paper production was discontinued in Milwaukeeplant following the Civil War.

during the 1870's as Appleton and the Fox River Valley became regional centers

(Gregory, SE Wise., pp. 348-349)of pulp manufacturing.

Distillery

Another early industry in the valley was the Spring Street

Distillery built by Wendt and Pfeil in 1859 at the foot of the bluff near

In 1861 Wendt sold his interest to Pfeil whotoday's West Wisconsin Avenue.

The two men ran the businessin turn sold out to Meiners and Vilter in 1866.

in partnership until 1871 when Vilter's share was acquired by Meiners.

Meiners spent $20,000 upgrading the plant to produce high wines, alcohol,

By 1881 the plant was processing 500 bushels of grainspirits and whiskey.

per day, three-quarters of which was corn with the remaining amount comprised

of rye, malts and oats to produce liquor sold in Milwaukee as well as France

The business paid Federal liquor traxes of $1,700, daily fed 475and Germany.

cattle with the leftover cash, and provided employment for twelve men. Its

owner, John Meiners, was born in the Grand Dukedom of Oldersburg in Germany

After receiving his education and entering business there, he camein 1828.

After brief stints at farming, operating a starchto Milwaukee in 1848.

factory, managing a saw mill, and being a bookkeeper, he became a partner in a
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distillery in the Town of Lake in Milwaukee. He discontinued that endeavor to

manage Pfeil's Spring Street Disstillery in 1861.

(Hist, of Milw. 1881, p. 1474)Gustav, also worked in the business. By

1896 the distillery had gone out of business and John Meiners had moved to

Its abandoned site and the surrounding woods was a popular playCali fornia.

(Gurda p. 62, City Directoryara for children at the turn of the century.

1888-1900) The land is now owned by the Miller Brewing Company.

Major Industries

By far the two most successful and long-lived industries on the West

Side are the Miller Brewing Company and the Harley-Davidson Motorcycle

Although Miller began as a small enterprise in the mid nineteenthCompany.

century, its period of significance falls in the twentieth century as does

Both companies were the successful resul't of mass production joinedHarley's.

Both remained family run operationsto reflective advertising techniques.

The labor force required by such enterprises only becameuntil recent yuears.

available to the upper Menomonee Valley since the late nineteenth century as

Although publicnearby property was platted for residential development.

transportation was available early, most employers still walked to their work

place through the turn of the century.

Miller Brewing

The history of the Miller Brewing Company parallels that of other

breweries in Milwaukee and highlights the factors that lead to Milwaukee's

Abundant supplies of pure water andprominence in the realm of beer making.

Good transportation was availablenatural storage facilities were available.

to bring in raw materials such as grain and anthracite coal and to shop out

Milwaukee was also the largest midwest outlet for thethe finished product.

Meiners' eldest son,
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(Milwaukee's Greatnorthwest barley belt from the 1850's to the 1880*s.

Industries p. 174) Helpful legislation played an important part in

encouraging the fledgling brewing industry. The 1850 "Blue" liquor law placed

a dollar a gallon tax on whiskey but only a dollar a barrel tax on beer,

(Writer's Project p. 285)making the latter a more profitable enterprise.

Fred Miller was only one of a multitude of brewers to take advantage of the

Brewery), was founded in 1840 not by Germans but by Welshmen Richard Owens,

(Hist, of Milw. 1881, pp. 1456-1457)William Paulett and John Davies. Soon

afterward, however, the first lager beer was brewed by Herman Reuthlisberger,

formerly of Wurtenberg, Germany, at the corner of 3rd and Virginia Streets in

This brewery later became the Melms Brewery which in turn became a1841.

(Hist, of Milw. 1881, pp. 1457-1458;branch of the Pabst Brewing Company.

Writer's Project p. 282) Within fifteen years, twenty-six breweries were in

Jacob Best (later Pabst) (1842),operation in Milwaukee among which were:

Gipfel's Union Brewery (1843), Stultz (later Jung and Borchert) (1848),

Brown's Brewery (later Blatz) (1846), August Krug (later Schlitz) (1849),

Cream City Brewing (1853), Strohn and Reitzenstein's Brewery (later Gettlemen)

(1854), the Obermann (1854) and Goes and Falk's Bavaria Brewery (1856).

(Hist, of Milw. 1881, pp. 1460-1467, 258; Writer's Project pp. 282-285)

The forerunner of Miller, the Plank Road Brewery was founded in 1848

As its nameby Charles Best, one of the four sons of the brewer Jacob Best.

implies, the plant was located along the Watertown Plank Road at the foot of

In 1855 Fred Miller purchased thethe bluff along today's State Street.

(MS 4/17/1955) p. 72) Miller was bornailing business from Best for $8,000.

at Reidlingen, Germany in 1826 into a prosperous merchantile family that had

Afterbeen engaged in various successful businesses for four centuries.

city's assets when he purchased the Plank Road Brewery in 1848.

Interestingly, the city's first brewery, Milwaukee brewery (later called Lake
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finishing his schooling, Miller toured Europe and North Africa. While in

Nancy, France, his visited his uncle, a brewer and became interested in beer

making. He subsequently leased the famed Royal Brewery of the Hohenzol1erns

Political unrest and government restrictions led his to sellat Sigmaringen.

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 73) After stoppinghis lease and imigrate to America.

briefly in New York and New Orleans, Miller cam to Wisconsin and eventually

settled in Milwaukee.

After purchasing the Plank Road Brewery, Miller began making needed

improvements. Since the plant was far removed from the settled part of

Milwaukee, Miller built a boarding house for his employees next to the

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 72) He expanded the network ofexisting frame brewhouse.

hillside caves started by Best and soon had 600 feet of tunnel fifteen feet

(MS 4/17/1955wide and twelve to fifteen feet high running into the bluff.

p. 72) The caves were filled with ice-filled casks to maintain even

refrigeration and keep the beer cool. An inventory for fire insurance

purposes made in 1873 documents the improvements made since Miller had

A frame brewery andpurchased the original frame brew house in 1855.

dwelling with additions, a brick ice house with adjoining frame additions, a

frame stave and wagon shed, a frame copper shop, a brick stable and a frame

(Fire Underwriters p. 334) Bymalt house had all been added to the complex.

1875 Miller ranked fifth in production in Milwaukee behind Best, Schlitz,

(MS 5/14/1875 8/4) Aside from the brewery, Miller and hisBlatz and Falk.

wife Lisette Gross also operated a successful beer garden, the Miller Garden,

(Seeatop the bluff overlooking the brewery works and the Menomonee Valley.

Recreation)

Major strides were made in expanding the brewery in the years

Bottling was begun by 1879 byproceeding Miller's death from cancer in 1888.

distributor Charles C. Henning who developed the clear glass bottle that
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(MS 4/17/1955 p. 56)became a Miller hallmark. In 1883 the company built

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 8)its own manually operated bottling house. In 1886 a

new brick brewhouse was constructed embellished by the Star of David, an

emblem that meant a new batch of beer was ready. (MS 17/1955 p. 45) (MI

128-7) Mechanical refrigeration was introduced in 1887, although it was used

in conjunction with the old caves. In April, 1887 the business incorporated

under the name of Fred Miller Brewing Company with capital stock of $200,000.

(MSFred, his son Ernest G. and his wife Lisette were the incorporators.

4/29/1887 4/6) Upon Fred's death, his son Ernest succeeded to the presidency.

During his lifetime, Fred Miller had increased his brewery's annual production

from 1,200 barrels to 80,000 barrels.

Under Ernest's leadership, Miller underwent an ambitious building

program, became unionized and developed the slogans and advertising we are

A new brewhouse (1888), two stockhouses (1892 & 1894),familiar with today.

stables (1896)(MI 127-6), a bottleshop (1901), storage buildings and the

rebuilding of the washhouse (1913), greatly enlarged the brewery. The new

brewhouse (1888) contained two huge brew kettles with 250 and 175 barrel

capacities, while the $32,000 stable could house 53 horses. The new

bottleshop featured automated systems for filling, labeling and capping and

was one of the first brewery buildings to have electric light. In 1904, the

new stockhouse, C House, was built and in 1906 D House, another stockhouse,

The caves were discontinued at this time and all refrigerationwas completed.

The 1913 rebuilding of Wash House Building 15 waswas provided mechanically.

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 8)the last project completed before World War I.

Advertising and promotion had become important parts of the brewing

The familiar Miller High Life logo was used on bottles for thei ndustry.

A slogan contest was held in 1906 with thefirst time on December 3, 1903.

resulting winner, "The Champagne of Bottled Beer" being used until the
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The brown glass bottle was added to supplement the distinctive clearpresent.

glass bottle but was in production only from 1911 until the early years of

It was during this time, also, that(MS 4/17/1855 p. 56)World War II.

Fred A. Miller, Ernest's brother and secretary-treasurer of the corporation,

pioneered the use of farm silos for roadside advertising. About 200 silos

throughout Wisconsin were painted with signs advocating the consumption of

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 46)Miller beer and cheese.

It was during this second generation of management at Miller that

the brewing industry reached its peak in importance to Milwaukee's economy.

The peak year as 1891 when the industry employed approximately 2,400 employees

With annual wages of $1,500,000 breweries represented a capitalin Milwaukee.

investment of $12,500,000, the total value of the beer produced was

$13,333,385 and at least 46,000 persons depended in some form upon breweries

for their livelihood, wages averaging between $45.00 to $70.00 monthly.

Miller ranked fifth in production in Milwaukee that year (at 126,278 barrels)

behind Pabst (790,290) barrels, Schlitz (547,196), Blatz (249,766) and Falk

(Milwaukee's Great Industries p. 164-Jung and Borchert (171,500) barrels).

165, 174, 205) By 1908, however, brewing had declined to fourth place in

economic importance in Milwaukee behind iron and steel, heavy machinery

(Commercialproduction, leather production and packed meat production.

Milwaukee Yearbook p. 7) Between 1914-1919, the production of beer and ale

As the culmination of this long, slow decline, the Prohibition Act

Prohibition hit all Milwaukee breweries hard, but thewas passed in 1920.

larger companies quickly adjusted by switching to the production of various

Miller, for example, produced cereal beverages, malt tonic,malt products.

(History and Current Operations p. 9) It al sohealth drinks and malt syrup.

products dropped a significant 18.7% from their pre-World War I totals.

(Writer's Project p. 275)
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manufactured two near beers, "Milo" made from wheat and "Vivo" made from

barley. Root beer, grape soda, ginger ale, cherry, lemon and white soda were

(MSalso produced. The alcoholic by-products were sold for medicinal use.

1/17/1955 p. 58)

Miller's struggle to survive through prohibition ended with the

legalization of 3.2% beer in 1933. All of Milwaukee's breweries geared up to

By the end of 1933, Milwaukee hadmeet the pent up demand for brewery beer.

(Writer1 sproduced 3,825,000 barrels and in 1934 totals reached 3,876.646.

Project p. 296) Miller's recovery, however, was slow. Hard times came again

during World War II when production was cut to the bone by the wartime

(History and Current Operations p. 9)rationing of grains.

The post war years brought prosperity to Miller at last, as well as

Freddie C. Miller brought a sparklea new Miller to the helm of the company.

Young and bright he was an ableto the company and a sense of optimism.

manager and made Miller beer a national brand for the first time. Born in

1906, he was the son of Clara (daughter of the original Fred) and Carl Miller

(not related) who operated a lumber business at 170 West Hampton Avenue.

Having proven his business abilities by his management of the family lumber

He inaugurated anbusiness, Freddie turned his energies to the brewery.

Between 1945-1955 at least twelveextensive rebuilding program at Miller.

major building projects were undertaken at a cost of $42 million, which almost

(MStotally obliterated all traces of the brewery's 19th century origins.

4/17/1955 p. 12)

A list of the major structures erected includes:

Stockhouse F was begun March 19, 1945 and completed in February,1.

It made use of the old Miller Garden hilltop site just1948.

The Stockhouse contains 26 concretesouth of State Street.

lined tanks and 96 glass lined storage tanks built by A. 0.
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Smith. It can hold 24,180 barrels of bear in the process of

fermentation and can store an equivalent of 86,784 barrels.

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 9)

The brewhouse was begun in 1947 and completed in 1949. Located2.

at 40th and State, the mammoth building required 1,200 tons of

structural steel in the frame alone and 1,600 pilings were sunk

down to bedrock to sustain the weight. It holds three copper

Room for grain storagekettles each with a 500 barrel capacity.

The building's chief feature is the glasswas also provided.

block window 100' high by 20' wide that fronts on 40th Street.

(MSLawrence Peterson and Associates were the designers.

4/17/1955) p. 14, 16) (MI 127-37)

The west packaging plant was begun October 12, 1947 and3.

Located on the northwest section ofcompleted in April, 1949.

the property it is a three-story structure with a basement used

The first floor was devoted to government storage,for storage.

The second floor has two dual linesloading docks and offices.

The third floorfor 12 oz. bottling plus offices and storage.

A train shed was added tohas carton make up and glueing rooms.

the north end in March, 1950 and two bottling lines for 12 oz.

bottles were added on the west end of the building between

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 14)December, 1953 and March, 1955.

Building 28 ABCD was begun in April, 1949 and completed in4.

It was built adjacent to the westSeptember of that year.

packaging plant and its 25,00 square feet was used for case

Robert J. Strass and Associates were the designers.storage.

(MS 4/17/1955) p. 22)

Stockhouse H was begun in September, 1949 and completed in5.
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September 1950. It utilizes the hill site also and holds 90

glass lined tanks measuring 10' square by 42' long. (MS

4/17/1955 p. 14)

Maintenance building 36 ABCD was begun in July, 1950 and6.

. i- ' completed by February, 1951. The two-story structure was

designed for extra storage, maintenance and the Industrial

Strass andRelations Division. It was designed by Robert J.

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 22)Associates.

The brewhouse addition was planned in 1952, work began in7.

January, 1953 and the facility was completed in May, 1954.

Construction required the razing of the old wood and brick

office building that had housed the business offices for many

The addition provided for the storage of 300,000 moreyears.

Construction of the

addition took 38 carloads of structural steel, 35 carloads of

reinforced steel, 1,000 truckloads of concrete and 16,000 feet

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 14) Total cost wasof pilings to complete.

$4,000,000. Charles Nagel and Associates was the engineering

consulting firm that coordinated the six major construction

Don E. Knoblach handledcontracts and 76 equipment contracts.

the architectural design while Gilbert Felman handled the

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 24)structural design.

The Annex to Stockhouse I was begun in January, 1954 and8.

(MS 4/17/1955It is used for processing.completed in 1955.

P. 22)

The Wort Cooling Building was begun in April, 1954 and completed9.

It provided 18,000 feet of floor space and wasin July, 1955.

bushels of grain and added three more copper kettles with an 

added capacity of 500 barrels each.
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erected over the railroad yards near the fire house. It allows

for workers to pass from the main building to the annex without

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 22)going outside.

Two of the most architecturally interesting projects undertaken

during Freddie Miller's presidency were the remodeling of the Miller Inn and

the construction of the Administration Building. The Miller Inn hospitality

center was originally built in 1892 as a tavern operated by the brewery. (MI

128-9) While underIt was later leased to a number of private tavernkeepers.

private management the tavern also contained a bowling alley and an outdoor

In 1950 the company took over operation of the Inn for use as abeer garden.

Extensive interior remodeling was conducted between April,visitors' center.

1950 and March, 1951, by famous designer Brooks Stevens, who designed the

Excalibur automobile among other things. The former bowling alley became

Stein Hall, an oak sheathed room made to resemble an English tavern. Stai ned

glass was imported from Bavaria and leaded by a Milwaukee firm. The former

tavernkeeper's living quarters became the High Life and Champagne rooms, the

A modern kitchen was installed on thelatter done up in Rococo fashion.

(MS 4/17/1955 pp. 75-76))second floor.

In conjunction with the remodelling of the Inn, one of the original

refrigerated caves was opened for tourists in 1952. The cave museum was

It utilizes only about one third of the originalcompleted in August, 1953.

cave area.

The administration building on the north side of State Street was

(MI 127-10)also designed by Brooks Stevens and dedicated in 1955. Stevens

designed the interior with movable metal partitions, a general open area for

the clerical staff, an auditorium and a penthouse executive office. He

carefully controlled the decorative schemes which included brushed brass or

satin finished stainless steel. and colors that echoed the hue of the Miller's
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products and packaging through the use of ambers, grays, greens, reds, whites

complete Edmund Lewandowski's murals by using terra cotta tile floors, greens,

Lewandowski executed two murals for the lobbyyellows, ochres and dull reds.

on 3930 West State, one (IO1 x 24') representing brewing and bottling and the

12') on a curved wall representing research as well as a third

mural at the rear entrance (20‘ x 32') representing modes of transportation.

(MS 4/17/1955 pp. 34, 69)

Fred C. Miller's untimely death in a plane crash at Mitchell Fileld

in 1954 ended the company's century of direct management by Miller family

By 1955 the company had direct 2,240Fred's legacy was a rich one.members.

(MS 4/17/1955 p. 58) The physical plantemployees and 670 distributors.

17,800 barrels of beer per day in three shifts.

In 1955 the company's centennial year, the yearly production totaled over

2,101,006 barrels, a far cry from the 1,200 barrels produced a century

A replica of the original Plank Road Brewery was built in honor ofearlier.

(MI 128-11)the company's founding during centennial festivities in 1955.

Fred C. had pulled the company up from 20th place nationally to a solid 5th.

He capitalized on the light and dry beer market and had developed a national

(MS 4/17/1955 pp. 2,reputation for what had been only a hometown brewery.

6)

Fred C. Miller's legacy of growth and market expansion continued

Norman Klug who was selected as the next president, moved theafter him.

Also in 1961, Millercompany into international markets for the first time.

further west along State Street.

(History and Current Operations p. 10)50 states and 60 foreign countries.

Brewing acquired its neighbor the old Gettleman Brewing Company located

(MI 127-21) By 1966 Miller beer was sold in

other (12' x

encompassed 34 buildings spread over some 28 acres. Miller was manufacturing

(MS 4/17/1955 pp. 72, 15)

and natural wood hues. Stevens also color-coordinated the entrance area to
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Although run by non-family members, all of Miller's stock was still

held by the two grandchildren of the original Fred Miller, Harry John Jr. and

Lorraine John Mulberger. In 1966 Loraine John Mulberger converted to the

Pentecostal faith and, alarmed at the incidence of fatal auto accidents caused

by teenage drinking, sold her 53% interest in the Miller Brewery Company to

W. R. Grace and Company for $36 million. Grace tried to purchase the

remaining 47% of the stock from Harry John Jr. but gave up after seven

Grace sold out to Philip Morris for $130 million. Inunsuccessful attempts.

1969 Philip Morris successfully purchased Harry John Jr.'s stock for

$97,000,000 ending the Miller family's direct ties to the brewery. (Johnson

pp. 314-315)

Ownership by the giant Philip Morris conglomerate has resulted in

the infusion of over a billion dollars into Miller expansion. A totally new

plant valued at $95 million, a beer can factory costing $21 million and a new

office building on Highland Avenue (MI 128-23, 24) built at

Numerous othermillion were the major improvements made here in Milwaukee.

plants and breweries were either bought or built for Miller across the country

In promoting their new acquisition, Philip Morris successfullyas well.

capitalized on the light and dry beer market much as Fred C. Miller had done

for the late 1940's to early 1950's, but Philip Morris expanded the cmopany

beyond Miller's most optimistic predictions. In 1980 the company sold 37

million barrels of beer, making it second it production only to Anheuser-Busch

of St. Louis Missouri and thus the second largest brewing company in the

(Johnson p. 317)world.

Harley-Davidson

Harley-Davidson, the only other large industry on the west side, has

not been nearly as successful as Miller Brewing, but has also established a

a cost of over $20
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worldwide reputation for its product.

The company began inauspiciously enough in 1903 when Bill Harley,

Art Davidson and Walt Davidson began to tinker in the 10' x 15' shed behind

the Davidson family home at 38th Street and Highland Boulevard. That year the

three men produced their first motorcycle, a glossy black machine with a three

horsepower DeDion-type single cylinder engine. Arthur Davidson, pattern

maker, and Bill Harley, engineer, had gotten to know each other from working

Brother Walter Davidson addedtogether at the Barth Manufacturing Company.

The three men were among many across thehis expertise as a machinist.

Unii ke many ofcountry who were experimenting with motorcycles at the time.

their would-be competitors, however, they hit upon the right internal

Ole Evinrude, who lived in the area, alsodimensions for a reliable engine.

(Wright pp. 10-12)added his invaluable expertise on carburetors.

The company grew slowly in the early years. In 1904, the three men

sold two of their machines while in 1905, eight were produced. In 1906 the

production figure jumped to 50 and the firm's first employee was hired. On

September 17, 1907 the group added another Davidson brother, William, and

By 1908 the business launched into the mass productionbecame incorporated.

By this time there were 18 employees working for the firm andof 450 cycles.

(Wright pp.2,380 square foot brick building was built for production.a

10-12)

The teens were a period of tremendous expansion for the firm. The

number of employees reached 1,574 and manufacturing occupied 297,110 square

(MI 128-19) Advertising, competitive racing, salesmanship andfeet by 1921.

quality improvements all contributed to spreading the fame of the Harley-

In 1908, for example, Walt Davidson had entered and wonDavidson motorcycle.

the New York endurance run an event that finally gave the motorcycle nation

(Wright p. 16) This was followed up by a company sponsoredreputation.



Page 17

racing team called the Wrecking Crew. Their victories through the teens

helped to change the H-D image from reliable and slow to reliable and

(Wright p. 19)invinci bl e. The accounts of such races as well as travel

information and personal stories found their way into a cmpany publication,

(Wright pp. 19-20)The Enthusiast, begining in 1916.

Salesmanship and distribution also played a significant part in the

popularity of the H-D motorcycle. Company secretary and general sales manager

Arthur Davidson had a remarkable facility for organizing dealerships and soon

had a network of dealers across the country. Sales were extended as far as

New Zealand and Australia. By 1921 there were dealers in 67 countries, a

(Wright pp. 13, 19)figure that has not been equaled since.

Quality improvements also captured the interest of the buying

A desirable twin cylinder engine was introduced as well as apubl ic.

Since the well-built Harley's outlasted many ofthree-speed transmission.

their competitors, they were popular with those who wanted a vehicle that

(Wright pp. 17,23)would last for more than 5,000 miles.

Harley-Davidson also began to diversify during this period and

The latter were among the mostoffered bicycles, accessories and side cars.

unusual of H-D productions, and were the company's answer to pickup and

delivery problems. The side car bodies were created in the shape of cameras,

Some were produced by the H-D factory andshoes, platforms and other forms.

(Wright p. 20)

Large government contracts during World War I made Harley-Davidson

(Wright p. 17) Asthe world's largest manufacturer of motorcycles in 1918.

(Wrightmuch as one-third of their production was exported during this time.

p. 19) The glory days were soon over for the firm, however. The post-war

Production in 1921 fell to a meredepression devasted the morotcycle market.

10,202 units compared with the 28,189 cycles produced in 1920. Although a

some by the Seaman Body Company (later part of Nash Motors).
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world wide economic recovery began in 1922, it did not revive the slumping

cycling industry. The romance of the motorcycle had begun to wane as rich and

poor alike turned to the automobile for their transportation needs. Mass

produced Ford Model T's cost a mere $245.00 each, which made them highly

competitive with Harley-Davidson motorcycles.

The company responded to the drop in sales by retrenching. Company

supported racing was dropped. Fewer cosmetic changes were made each model

Engineering refinements continued, however, and cycles were kept up-year.

to-date with such features as balloon tires, front brakes and standardized

The Ki 1 bourn Finance Corporation (1923 was set up as a subsidiary toparts.

help individuals finance the purchasing of their cycles. Harley-Davidson also

began to advertise in national magazines (1927) to keep its product in the

(Wright pp. 18-23)buyer's eye.

Improved sales in the late 1920's rekindled company optimism, but it

In 1930 only 10,500 cycleswas quickly extinguished by the Great Depression.

were made but by 1933 even that number had dropped to 3,703 (Wright pp. 24-25)

The only other U.S. manufacturer of motorcycles, Indian, switched to the

H-D considered and rejected this alternative.production of coaster wagons.

Instead, the company expanded its line of bikers' clothing and accessories,

since they had a higher profit margin than did the bikes themselves. H-D

tried new sales techniques and expanded its marketing efforts to police

departments. One act which was to have grave consequences for the future of

the company was the selling of engineering blueprints and machinery to the

Hit hard by the Depression the company was in direJapanese in 1932.

straights and desperately needed the $32,320 it made on the deal. While the

sum seems meager today, it kept the ailing company afloat throught the dark

(Wright pp. 25-27) Unfortunately, the saledays of the early 1930,s.

provided the Japanese with the engineering basis for establishing its now
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highly successful motorcycle industry.

H-D limped through the Depression and as the 1930's drew to a close,

sales climbed to 674 vehicles in 1937. Workers saw their chance to bargain

for better wages and benefits, and successfully unionized under the UAW. In

the interim, Harley-Davidson had farsightedly developed prototypes that would

Upon the outbreak of World War II, thebe useful in the event of war.

company won lucrative government contracts to manufacture between 1943-1945.

By 1947, production had climbed to 20,392 bikes and a 269,000. square foot

plant purchased for $1.5 million from A. 0. Smith in 1948 on Capitol Drive in

Wauwatosa in anticipation of a post-war sales boom that never materialized.

(Wright pp. 30-33)

Harley's 1932 sale to the Japanese has come back to haunt the

Since World War II, H-D's biggest challenge has been the rise ofcompany.

the foreign import, principally Japanese bikes. As early as 1950, foreign

cycle sales amounted to nearly 40% of all new registrations. Harl ey-

Davidson asked the Federal government for a 50% hike on the tariffs for

imported motor bikes, but the request was denied. By 1955 production at H-D

As the company entered the I960's, ithad slumped to 9,550 vehicles.

considered diversifying into snow blowers, scooters and lawn mowers but

instead H-D decided to meet the Japanese competition head on and enter the

The Japanese models ranging midway betweenmedium-weight motorcycle market.

the easy handling English bikes and the sturdy Harleys, were attractive to

H-D's strategy was to purchase half ofmany segments of the American market.

the profitable Italian Aermacchi cycle division and produce their own lighter

The venture was a disappointment, however, and sales never reachedcycle.

(Wright pp. 33-36)expectations.

In 1965 the company made its first public offering of stock in.order

to raise capital for expansion and modernization. A number of corporate
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buyers were attracted to the company because of its stability and 12-16%

To fend off an unwanted take over by Bangor Punta Corporation,market share.

stockholders agreed to merge in 1969 with American Machine and Foundry (AMF),

Descendants ofa successful manufacturer of sporting goods and leisure items.

the founders had always managed Harley-Davidson up to this point. After the

merger with AMF, William H. Davidson, son of William A., became chairman of

the company for a short time, after which many non-family members chaired the

(Wright pp. 246-248) AMF invested millions in the company forf i rm.

Harleys were used in the moviedevelopment and for advertising and promotion.

(Wright p.Electra Glide in Blue and Evel Knievel performed on a H-D bike.

248) By 1973 AMF had moved Harley's assembly operations to a plant in York,

Pennsylvania leaving the Milwaukee plants chiefly as components manufacturing

In its annual report for 1975, AMF indicated that its future wasfacilities.

in the production of industrial products and services rather than in the

leisure field of sporting goods and motorcycles. At this point, only 1% of

Another attempt was made toAMF's profit was derived from the sale of cycles.

get the Federal government to impose protectionist import tariffs for the

cycle industry in 1978, but the outcome did not materially enhance Harley-

While the U.S. Treasury department fund evidenceDavidson's market position.

that three out of four Japanese manufacturers sold their motorcycles cheaper

here than at home, the International Trade Commission rules that Japanese

sales had not hurt Harley's sales since Harley's products appealed to an

The Commission felt that Harley-entirely different segment of the market.

Davidson needed to revamp its product and marketing techniques to be

(Wright pp. 248-249)competitive.

Finally, in 1981, after a number of years of negotiatons, various

H-D and AMF executives purchased the company from AMF and set it on an

John A. Davidson, third generation familyindependent course once more.
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members and former Harley-Davidson president, was seen as a key figure to head

the buy-back management team, but, in the end, declined to participate.

(Wright pp. 253, 263-64)

The future of Harley-Davidson is uncertain. Although it has met

production projections, rising interest rates have reduced dealer traffic.

Employees have been laid off, benefits cut and the overhead warehouse at York,

Pennsylvania was eliminated. Honda is now encroaching on Harley's traditional

stronghold, the heavyweight cycle market and its market share has fallen from

a hard won 21% to 14%. Recently, however, the U.S. government imposed

sizeable tariffs on the larger Japanese cycles making them competitive in cost

TRhis move should improve Harley's market position.with Harley's.

In summary it can be seen that the West Side, although dominated by

two giants of industry, never really emerged as a manufacturing center for the

Its early isolation and removal from the main railroad lines andcity.

shipping at the Lower Menomonee Valley worked to the area's detriment.

Likewise its distance from settled areas and a large work force created a lag

Aside from geographicin development which was only made up in this century.

and transportation factors, however, is the equally important element that

early West Side landowners viewed their holdings as potential residential

property and, unlike Milwaukee's South Side or Brewer's Hill, did not promote

The West Side, as a result,industrial development to mingle with housing.

retains its residential character to this day.
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5. HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES

Health Care and Related Facilities

One unique feature of the West Side's development that overshadows all

others is the profusion of hospitals and related health care facilities. At one

point in its history there were at least 11 hospitals all functioning more or less

simultaneously, although currently there are only six. This is the highest

concentration in the city. In addition, the West Side has been home to numerous

related facilities including orphanages, homes for the aged, homes for girls and

counseling services for drugs, alcoholism, parenthood. The institutionalization of

the neighborhood did not happen overnight. Basically, the intrusion of health care

facilities into what had been an overwhelmingly residential area began at the turn

of the century. In general, the story of hospital development in Milwaukee is a

story of private efforts; only one of the care centers was the result of

government effort.

The Development of Institutionalized Health Care in Milwaukee

The evolution of health care on the West Side closely parallels the

evolution of health care in the United States in the late 19th and early 20th

centuries. In Milwaukee's territorial days, there was no professional health care

as we know it today. (Still p.Home remedies and self treatment were the rule.

209) Babies were delivered at home. A physician was generally only consulted in

cases of accident or emergency treatment. Surgery was uncommon. The training and

licensing of medical professionals was haphazard at best.

Wisconsin's earliest hospitals were associated with the network of

military posts created by the U.S. government in the upper Mississippi Valley

following the War of 1812. They were established to protect the newly acquired
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territory from Indian attack. There were three in Wisconsin: Fort Howard in

Green Bay (1816), Fort Crawford in Prairie du Chien (1816), and Fort Winnebago in

Portage (1828). Each had a hospital, an army surgeon and perhaps one assistant.

(Shoemaker, p. 105) The medical staff treated accidental wounds, dysentery,

malaria and the 1 ike. At times the staff would treat nearby civilians and,

occasionally, the doctors were allowed to engage in private practice on the side.

(Shoemaker, p. 106)

When the Wisconsin frontier was secured by the mid-18501s, settlers

Milwaukee grew from a village of 1712 people to aarrived in large numbers.

bustling town of over 20,000 during the 1840's. An epidemic of smallpox in

Milwaukee during 1843 led to the establishment of what could be termed the state's

first non-military hospital. Municipal action was needed to coordinate the

identification and isolation of victims. This led to the appointment of a

temporary Board of Health. A pesthouse was set up in an overcrowded wooden

structure that was barely large enough to accommodate a family of ordinary size.

It existed solely to isolate the contagiousIt was staffed by one medical student.

(Gregory,from the healthy and provided almost no actual medical care or nursing.

1135-1136, Shoemaker, p. 106) Basically, municipal health care activityP-

throughout the 19th century, only occurred in response to crises and epidemics.

(Gregory p. 1135-1136)

In the late 1840's, the influx of German immigrants brought a number of

(Still, p. 204) The Germans had aexcellently trained physicians to Milwaukeee.

In addition towell-deserved reputation for medical education in the 19th century.

training doctors, they had also pioneered in the training of nurses with the esta-

blishment of one of Europe's early nursing schools, the Institute of Protestant

This program was in fullDeaconesses at Kaiserworth on the Rhine near Dusseldorf.
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operation by 1846 training nurses to care for patients at hospitals and

(Friend, Founding, p. 46)orphanages. Some were even sent to the U.S. Florence

Nightingale received her training at the Institute. (Fritschel, p. 52)

From the late 1840's through 1860's numerous medical associations and

affiliations were established in Milwaukee. Among them were the Medical Society of

Milwaukee County (1846), the Society of German Physicians (1853), the Medico-

Chirurgical Club (1851), and the Milwaukee Medical and Surgical Club (1869) fore-

The Milwaukee City Medical Associationrunner of the Milwaukee Medical Society.

(1847) had both Yankee and Teutonic doctors as members and attempted to ensure high

Remarkably, the first woman physicianstandards of professionalism in the field.

practiced in Milwaukee starting in 1857.

His

work and that of several others in the 1840's helped lend legitimacy to a

profession that had previously only been served by itinerant practitioners. The

lack of licensing requirements had allowed all sorts of quack treatments to

(Kuhn, Dr. Faries, p. 2-flourish and had given doctors and dentists a bad name.

3) The carnage of the Civil War had renewed public interest in advancing medical

care and had left a legacy of trained army surgeons who returned to private

The formation of medical associations led to greaterpractice after the war.

dissemination of technical information and the development of standards for

licensing hospitals, nurses and doctors and an emphasis on more ethical business

(Still, p. 205)practi ces.

This tendency toward organization also led to State participation in the

Enabling legislation passed in 1867 authorized Milwaukee torealm of health care.

establish a permanent Board of Health, to replace its predecessor which had only

This ultimately had afunctioned sporadically since the 1843 smallpox epidemic.

(Still, p. 205) The first resident

dentist in the city, Dr. Robert J. Faries, established his practice in 1844.
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profound effect in the realm of public health care and spurred such health related

municipal services such as waste treatment and garbage removal. Likewise, early

legislation led to the establishment of the first state hospital for the insane at

Lake Mendota in 1860. Legislation passed in 1848 but not implemented until the

1880's pioneered a program that decentralized the care of the mentally ill by

paying counties to care for patients in county asylums rather than keeping them at

Milwaukee's County Hospital for the insane was established inthe State Hospitai .

(Hist. of Med., p.the late 1850's, rebuilt in 1866 and rebuilt again in 1880.

111-114, Sentinel Index, 1850-1880) Later State efforts152, Shoemaker, p.

(Shoemaker, p. 114)involved the operation of tuberculosis sanitariums.

Milwaukee's first general hospital, St. John's Infirmary, later St.

Mary's Hospital, was founded in 1848 by the Catholic Sisters of Charity. By 1858,

the institution had moved to its present eastside location, which at that time had

Neighbors at two prior locations had pressuredbeen open land near the lakefront.

(Shoemaker, p. 107)the institution to relocate due to fear of contagion.

Milwaukee's second hospital was the Passavant or Milwaukee Hospital (later

Lutheran, now Good Samaritan) founded in 1863 by Lutherans and located on the West

Side at what were then the city limits.

These early institutions were typical of their day in that they were

founded by religious or benevolent associations, and were basically custodial

facilities, established as a place of refuge for the ailing poor and indigent.

Patients who were better off financialy did not go to hospitals but received

Fear of contagion and suspicion about the quality of the caretreatment at home.

led to the construction of hospitals at remote or unpopulated areas rather than in

Since few patients could pay for their care, operatingresidential neighborhoods.

costs came chiefly from private donations, endowments, and occasionally from the
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county or, more infrequently, the Federal government as in the case of St. Mary's

subsidized treatment of sailors. Charitable events, such as benefit entertainments

and theatricals helped to raise necessary funds. The institutions could only

Nuns or deaconesses devoted their lives toafford to exist because of free labor.

the medical profession in exchange for little more than room and board. Often

these early nurses acted as housekeepers and matrons as well so the need for extra

(Fritschel, p. 52-53) Many hospitals, such aspersonnel was kept to a minimum.

(Friend, ThePassavant, raised their own food and did their own dairying.

Founding, p. 49) Physicians attended patients on an informal, gratuitous basis in

(Shoemaker, p. 106-108) The inspectionaddition to their own private practice.

and monitoring of care and facilities was carried out by review boards which made

Passavant1s Board of Visitors, as it was called, includedregular inspections.

(Hist, ofsuch Milwaukee notables as Alexander Mitchell and John Plankinton.

Milw., 1881, p. 406) In the early days, patients generally went to hospitals for

Those whocare of diseases and chronic medical problems rather than for surgery.

Childbirth was still a homerequired surgery were often the victims of accidents.

Many patients who were admitted stayed thirty days or longer.function.

(Shoemaker, p. 107-108; Fritschel, p. 50) Although these hospitals had definite

religious affiliations, care was extended to all regardless of creed.

Dramatic changes occurred in the field of institutionalized health care

From a total of 6 hospitalsduring the last two decades of the nineteenth century.

in Wisconsin in 1873 (3 of which were in Milwaukee) the number boomed to 79 by

(Shoemaker, p. Ill) This was largely due to changing public attitudes toward1900.

health care and improvements in the field of medicine. The introduction of

anesthetics and the successful application of asepsis or antisepsis for example

This, in turn, generatedgreatly improved the survival rate following surgery.

The reduced length of stay also made themore public confidence in hospitals.
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prospects of hospitalization less formidable. The improved performance of doctors

and nurses helped as well. By 1900 nurses and doctors were receiving formalized

(Fritschal, p. 52, 50; Shoemaker, p. 108 and 111) Precarious hospitaltraining.

finances began to improve as more paying patients were admitted. There was a

definite shift away from the care of poor and indigent patients by private

(Fritschel p. 50; Shoemaker, p. 108) Charity patients were increasinglyhospitals.

cared for by county institutions rather than in private general hospitals.

(Shoemaker, p. 121) What characterizes Milwaukee's hospital development for the

Specialization was leftmost part is the emphasis on the general hospital concept.

Interestingly enough the few West Sideto State-sponsored asylums and sanitariums.

hospitals which began as specialty institutions, such as maternity centers like

Misericordia (1908) or Milwaukee Maternity Hospital (1914-1918) either became

general hospitals fairly quickly or they went out of business.

The importance of nursing schools and medical colleges to the development

Medicalof high quality health care in Milwaukee cannot be emphasized enough.

schools will be discussed in the education chapter because of their early affilia-

tion with universities. Nurses' training on the other hand was seen as a form of

apprenticeship and was provided by each of the larger hospitals as part of its

This is not surprising when one considers that nurses also made up theoperations.

bulk of hospital personnel and had more patient contact than the physicians. Their

training was seen as a vital component in health care. The nursing efforts of many

American hospitals were inspired by Florence Nightingale's successes in providing

The first nurses training programs started inlow cost medical care in England.

between 1871-73. By 1900 there were 432 such schools. Inthe Northeast U.S.

Wisconsin by 1943 there were 25 accredited nursing schools. Despite the long hours

and low pay, women flocked to such training centers, chiefly, it appears, because

there were few other career options other than teaching open to them outside of



7 -

(Shoemaker, p. 123) St. Mary's started its nursing school indomestic service.

1894, Madison General in 1902, and Passavant officially in 1903 although a formal

training program had been ongoing since 1893. Training required either two or

(Shoemaker, p. 123; Fritschel p. 56) These hospital-affiliatedthree years.

schools have disappeared for the most part. Universities such as UW-Milwaukee or

vocational schools now provide the bulk of nurses training programs in Milwaukee.

(Shoemaker, p. 124; Fritschel p. 55)

The twentieth century has witnessed a veritable explosion in the number

Between 1900-1975, the number of Wisconsin's hospitals tripled fromof hospitals.

53 to 159, and the number of hospital beds increased nearly sevenfold from

(Shoemaker, p. 118) The West Side was greatlyapproximately 3500 to 23,500.

Up to 1908, Passavant/Milwaukee was the only hospital oneffected by this boom.

Between 1908-1929, nine more hospitals were either established orthe West Side.

As medical technologyAnother hospital started in 1949.moved into the area.

advanced, hospital facilities became more complex. Early structures were

large open wards for patients, rooms for the nursing staff andrelatively simple:

By the early 20th century this had radicallyperhaps a special room for surgery.

Hospitals complexes needed space for private rooms, nurses quarters,changed.

kitchens, laundries, and support facilities including operating and anesthetizing,

Surgery and obstetrics replaced custodial !x-ray, hydrotheraphy and delivery rooms.

As a result, the old structures were rebuilt or enlarged. Few of thecare.

hospitals were able to find enough space in their original structures and a great

era of institutional expansion into the surrounding neighborhood began. It has

Such expansion reached its peak in the decadescontinued until the present day.

The rapid development of medical technology requiredfollowing World War II.

But starting with the Great Depression,sophisticated architectural planning.

patient revenues and endowments simply could not keep up with the expenses entailed
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in the acquisition and accommodation of the high tech equipment. Had it not been

for the Hill-Burton Program, the advancement of medical care might have taken a

The Federal government initiated the Hill-Burton Program followingdifferent turn.

World War II in order to furnish hospitals with much-needed construction funds.

These federal funds not only enabled hospitals to greatly increase their size, but

they also introduced uniform federal regulations which resulted in overall higher

quality heal th care.

Why was the West Side so popular for the establishment of hospitals? The

answer lies in a combination of social and economic factors. As for the first

hospital in the area, Passavant's location at the city limits in 1865 was a happy

The large resi-consequence of the right property being found at the right price.

dential estate provided for self-sufficiency and afforded room to expand. The

existing mansion was large enough to house the hospital until it was replaced in

It was also easily accessible by transportation lines and thus not entirely1884.

Its location was lauded for being in theisolated from the heart of the city.

country and healthier for patients since it was away from noxious industrial

Most of these same factors were later to attract numerouspollutants.

i nstitutions.

In the early 20th century the area was ripe for institutional growth.

Although there were relatively few vacant lots on the West Side, there was an

The genteel families that had occupiedabundance of large residential structures.

the mansions that lined Wisconsin Avenue and the other estates scattered throughout

the West side were rapidly relocating to the east side and the north shore. The

houses they were leaving behind were some of the largest in the city and some

Since these mansions did not appeal to other wealthyboasted considerable acreage.

families as single family homes, most were subject to conversion to rooming houses
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or other adaptive reuse. Since most of the new hospitals being founded at the time

had little money for new construction, the large residences on their ample lots

were appealing. It was cheaper to buy than to build and there were really no other

types of inexpensive buildings that could be acquired for hospital use.

HOSPITALS

Milwaukee/Passavant Hospital

Milwaukee or Passavant Hospital, (MI 83-13) as it was commonly called,

It is the second oldest hospital in Milwaukee and the oldestwas founded in 1863.

It has also been called the oldest Protestant Hospital west ofon the West Side.

(Friend, Founding p. 49; Fritschel, p. 27) Milwaukee Hospital wasPittsburgh.

founded to care for the poor and indigent and provided general care. It became one

of the largest facilities in the city and state, with the exception of the county,

(Fritschel, p. 69)state and federal institutions.

The founding of Milwaukee Hospital culminated 13 years of effort to

Pastor Muelhaeuser of Grace Church,establish a protestant facility in the city.

founder of the Wisconsin Synod, feared that the German Protestant community would

Mary's Hospital, a Catholic institution established inbe forced to patronize St.

Beginning in 1850, Pastor Muelhaeuser petitioned Rev. William A. Passavant1848.

Passavant was famous for the hospitalfor assistance in establishing a hospital.

he had begun in Pittsburgh and for the Institute of Protestant Deaconesses which he

He modeled his program afterhad founded for the training of nurses in the US.

that at Kaiserworth on the Rhine, the school at which Florence Nightingale had

(Friend, Founding p. 46-47)studied.

Epidemics and patient needs kept Reverend Passavant from visiting
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Milwaukee until 1863. In that year, with the help of several Lutheran businessmen,

Passavant negotiated the purchase of the 10-acre estate of Asahel Finch located on

Kilbourn Street between today's 20th and 23rd Streets. The property came complete

The purchase price of $12,000 was raised by donations. Thewith a large house.

biggest contributions came from non-Lutheran and Yankee businessmen such as

Alexander Mitchell, men who had also contributed to the founding of St. Mary's.

A Lutheran minister, Reverend J.M. Schladermundt, was installed as director

and a deaconess from Pittsburgh, Sister Barbara Kaag, became the head nurse. The

(Friend, p. 49; Med Hist p.new hospital could accommodate up to 30 patients.

147) Milwaukee Hospital's charter specified that a Board of Visitors was required

(Hist, of Milw 1881, p. 406)to investigate the facility on a regular basis.

The medical society assigned staff for the first year including Dr. Erastus B.

Wollcott (Surgeon-general of Wisconsin and Chief of Staff at St. Mary's), Dr. John

K. Bartlett (also from St. Mary's, who was to become the vice president of the

American Medical Association), Dr. Henry Harpke an oculist, and Dr. Herman Naumann

surgeon. (Friend, p. 49) The converted residence served regular patientsa

adequately for about 15 years by which time patient demands required a larger

In 1876-77 architect E. Townsend Mix was retained to design a newfacility.

(MS 8/19/1876 3/1;MSbuilding, but the structure was never constructed.

Wayne, Indiana4/10/1877 8/2) When it came time to build, Charles Birkner of Ft.

Dr. Passavant and Birkner toured facilities inwas selected as architect.

Philadelphia, New York and Boston before finalizing plans for the new hospital.

Area residents werenew structure was destroyed by arson before completion.

suspected because they felt that the hospital depreciated their property and were

annoyed that the hospital defeated an attempt to cut 22nd Street through the

(MS 10/21/1882 2/1) The new 125-bed facility was begun in 1883 and patterned

after St. Luke's Hospital in New York City. (Fritschel p. 32) Unfortunately, the
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(MS 8/15/1883 4/2, 5/2) The new building was reconstructed andhospital grounds.

the hospital opened in September, 1884. The building provided living space for the

deaconesses, special wards and dining rooms for men, women and children and had

operating rooms. There was even a chapel at the north end of the I-shaped

(MS 8/17/1884 5/1)structure.

The hospital filled a great need in the community. During the Civil War,

wounded soldiers were cared for when they returned home. A pest house was esta-

blished on the property to isolate typhus and small pox victims between 1866-1877.

The city's Board of Health recognized the value of this service and donated money

to build an extension to the isolation cottage (Fritschel, p. 98-99)

Milwaukee Hospital's operating room became the stage upon which Dr.

Nicholas Senn refined many of his innovations in antiseptic surgery, such as the

He was also a pioneer in surgical pathology,use of gloves during operations.

(Brown p. 87) He was affiliated withanimal experimentation and abdominal surgery.

Milwaukee Hospital from 1874-1888 and subsequently became professor of surgery at

(Fritschel, p. 61, 37) Dr. Senn went on to becomeRush Medical College in Chicago.

the president of the American Medical Association (1897) and Surgeon General of

(Brown p. 87).of Wisconsin and Illinois.

The growth of Milwaukee/Passavant after the turn of the century mirrors

that of other hospitals in the city. Every decade since 1905 has seen new

Bed capacity increased from 70 in 1885 to 375 inbuildings under construction.

1942 (Fritschel p. 67) Of all the hospitals discussed on the West Side, Milwaukee/

PlanningPassavant Hospital seems to have been most proud of its physical plant.

Unlike other complexes that

have had to grow inch by inch as they laboriously expanded their grounds parcel by

was carefully done and the best architects were hired.
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parcel, Milwaukee/Passavant has always had spacious grounds on which to grow.

A detailed account of all construction on the site is beyond the scope of

this review and has been well documented in the hospital's annual reports. A brief

overview, however, of some of the major structures is in order. The deaconess

motherhouse had originally been the rector's residence, but became home to the

deaconess in 1898. It was a handsome Colonial Revival style, brick veneered

structure with a gambrel roof and columned veranda. It stood at the northeast

corner of 23rd and Kilbourn. A sympathetic addition in 1905 was made to the rear.

(Fritschel p. 69; Annual Report for 1905 p. 18) The building stood until 1956 when

it was replaced by a modern glass and steel structure that was part of the

hospital's $2,500,000 rebuilding project. (MS 2/9/1955; unidentified clipping

2/9/1955)

The role of millionaire philanthropist Frederick Layton in the beautifi-

cation and expansion of the hospital in the early years of this century is note-

Beginning in 1902, he completely subsidized major grounds improvementsworthy.

Ever since 1863 the hospital had intended tothat took several years to complete.

(MS 8/8/1863 1/7) (MSplant gardens and layout walks on the hilly site.

10/5/1882 2/1). Funds never seemed to become available for beautification, how-

Some shade trees and sod had been planted by 1902 and the farmlike appear-ever.

After hearing about theance of the orchard and vegetable garden was diminishing.

Fritschel, Frederickplans for future improvements mentioned by Director Rev.

(FritschelLayton said he would carry out the project at once, at his own expense.

p. 66) A landscape gardener was employed, trees and shrubs planted, and a

macadamized roadway gracefully circled around the buildings. The grounds were

leveled off and an ornamental fence was installed along Kilbourn Avenue with a

The landscaping cost $17,480.plain fence enclosing the rest of the property.
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(Fritschel p. 66-67)

Likewise, Layton had a special building, The Layton Home, constructed for

incurable invalids in 1908. It was designed by Chicago architect S.S. Beman and

cost $61,359. The 102' x 50* structure consisted of two stories, a basement and a

Georgian in flavor, the building had a stuccopenthouse structure to house staff.

surface accented by brick quoins, lintels and basement rustication. It had

separate quarters for women and men, sunrooms, dining rooms and sitting rooms.

Destitute patients were cared for through a special endowment from the Laytons. In

1913, Layton donated a brick garden pavilion to provide an outdoor lounge for the

(Annual Report 1906 p. 2, 4-5; Annual Report 1915-16 p. 6)invalids and patients.

Elizabeth Plankinton was another important donor to the hospital. From

1923 to 1925, construction took place on the nurses home located at the northwest

corner of 23rd and Kilbourn. The Weinhagen property was purchased for the

expansion and included six lots and a residence which was later razed to make room

Although the hospital still had plenty of landfor a portion of the home.

available to the east of its main building, construction outside of the original

boundaries was probably undertaken in deference to the beautiful landscaping

Designed by Clas and Clas, the nurses structure costprovided by Layton.

Of this amount, Elizabeth Plankinton donated $131,578.$240,808. One wing was

The U-shaped Tudor building provided accomodations for 140named in her honor.

nursing students along with classrooms, a gym, laundry, lounges and a kitchenette.

It was considered to have been the most modern and complete building of its type in

the state and was visited by many who were interested in constructing nurses'

An Australian even took copies of the plans home with him for futurehomes.

(Fritschel, p. 69, 83-84) (Ferry & Clas 1890-1936)construction.
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Clas and Clas were also commissioned to undertake the major rebuilding of

the main portion of the hospital in 1931-32. The old 1884 structure was razed

although the chapel was retained. The new building consisted of a projecting

entrance pavilion and wing to the east. The five-story structure had the latest in

specialized rooms and cost $458,300. It increased patient capacity to 250. Its

most striking feature is the beautifully paneled lobby with mezzanine which is more

(Fritschel , p. 70,77)suggestive of a hotel than a hospital.

The last of the buildings on the grounds was the maternity pavilion,

(MI 83-19) Designed by Rubens S. Clas, the A-shaped buildingdedicated in 1942.

was the hospital's attempt to keep up with the ever increasing number of maternity

The structure was considered the ultimate in scientific and hygeniccases.

The two wings allowed light into all rooms. It was a self-sufficientdesign.

building with delivery rooms, operating room, a special nursery for premature

Built into a sloping site, entrances were at two levelsbabies and a formula lab.

to eliminate the need for climbing stairs. Each area could be isolated from the

rest of the building to prevent spread of contagious illnesses and all babies were

(MS 2/9/1941; unidentifiedplaced in glass cubicles rather than open cribs.

clipping 2/3/1941; Fritschel, p. 85-86) The $259,842 maternity pavilion was Bauhaus-

inspired; the brick is patterned in alternating bands of yellow and orange; the

surface is severe and unornamented; the semicircular entrance is flanked by glass

(Fritschel. p. 70)block which extends upward into -the.intern's quarters.

Unfortunately, the changes to the hospital and its grounds since 1955

The old Deaconess Home, Nurses Home, Layton Home andhave been rather devastating.

The Clas and Clas 1932 remodeling remains as does the MaternityPavilion are gone.

Pavilion, but the latter has been obscured by a recent passageway connecting it to

Little remains ofthe main building and appears to function now as office space.
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the 1902 landscaping. The entire eastern portion of the grounds has been leveled

for use as a parking lot. Construction of a small wing is taking place at present

Milwaukee/and it is as nondescript as the other additions made since 1955.

Passavant changed its name to Lutheran Hospital in 1967 and since 1981 has been

known as the Good Samaritan Medical Complex, having merged with Deaconess Hospital.

(See Children's Hospital and Mt. Sinai for discussion of merger attempts) In May,

1984 the medical center merged with St. Luke's Hospital.

Children's Hospital

Children’s Hospital (MI 99-31, 99-33, 99-34, 99-35, 99-36) has the

distinction of being the first hospital established exclusively for children in

It was founded in 1894 by seven wealthy women among whom were Carol M.Wisconsin.

Allis, Margaret Falk and Allis Bradley, all members of prominent Milwaukee indus-

(Writer' Project p. 512) Their goal was to provide free medicaltrial families.

After renting quarters on Brady Street (1894-care to children of indigent parents.

98) and on Farwell Avenue (1900-1904) the facility moved to the former mansion of

Hoel H. Camp on 10th Street where it stayed until 1922.

A gift from Ferdinand Schlesinger in 1917, contingent on matching

dollars, initiated a fund drive that resulted in the hospital's relocation to 17th

(Unidentified clipping 10/28/1923) This house had been donated byand Wisconsin.

It had originally been built in 1871 by D.G. Rogers, butMrs. Emilie Nunnemacher.

had been owned by the Nunnemacher family until the time of its donation to

(Ogden p. 23) The old Nunnemacher residence had previouslyChildren's Hospital.

served as a temporary hospital during the flu epidemic of 1918 when it was staffed

by volunteers from the Red Cross, but was not considered suitable for hospital use

by 1923. (Yost p. 70) The house was razed and a new facility was constructed on the
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site, designed by Fitzhugh Scott. (Writer's Project p. 512) The building and

equipment cost $700,000. It had all the latest in equipment with electro

cardiograph, a milk lab, operating rooms on each floor and playrooms. Of

particular note was the roof solarium, similar to those in Switzerland, to be used

for sun treatment of tuberculosis. (Unidentified clipping 10/28/1923) A nurses

(MIresidence was constructed at the same time, to the north of the main building.

99-35) The buildings were ready for occupancy by October, 1923. (Unidentified

clipping 10/28/1923).

In 1937, Children's Hospital transferred its out-patient department to

Stark Hospital. The latter appears to have functioned only as an adjunct of

Children's. Stark Hospital was organized in 1929, pursuant to the will of Charles

G. Stark, to care for poor, neglected and destitute children aged 14 years and

A hospital building was constructed through the specifications of the willunder.

of Lucy A. Stark and was located to the north of the nurses' residence on 17th

(MI 99-36) All income not needed for building maintenance and perpetuationStreet.

of the endowment was to go for out-patient care. After years of negotiations

between the hospital and Stark family about the endowment, Children's was finally

(Stark Hospital p. 1; Annual Report 1983able to move into the facility in 1937.

p. 10). In 1962 Children's Hospital remodeled the Stark Building into a residence

for student nurses who attended Children's 12-week program of pediatric nursing.

(MS 3/28/1962)

From 1944 through 1957 a fund raising campaign was conducted to build a

new wing and remodel the original 1923 structure. The new building was finally

The six-story structure was built on W. Wisconsin Avenue, oncompleted in 1959.

the site of the former George Brumder house, (Germania publisher) which had been

(MS 7/7/1944) The new wingrazed in 1944 in anticipation of hospital expansion.
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had the the most up-to-date equipment of its day:

pneumatic tube system for the delivery of drugs, specimens and orders. A new

parking ramp was included. The hospital's capacity was increased from 160 to 225

beds. With the exception of the 1962 remodeling of the Stark Hospital, cited

above, this was the last major phase of construction for the hospital which now

occupies the entire block bounded by 17th Street, 18th Street, West Wisconsin and

Wells. Plans by Children's Hospital to spend $13.5 million dollars to rebuild

their facilities were scrapped in the late 1970's. Milwaukee/Lutheran (now Good

Samaritan) attempted a consolidation with Children's whereby the latter would

relocate to 22nd and Ki 1 bourn. This plan fell through. Tentative merger talks

with Deaconess and Mt. Sinai also fell through. (MS 2/25/1978). In recent years

discussion has revolved around Children's relocating to the County Institution

grounds.

Children's Hospital has always prided itself on its up-to-date practices

and innovative programs. The Board of Directors was comprised totally of women

until 1950 when the first men were elected to the board. (Unidentifed clipping

11/3/1950) In 1903, the hospital initiated a pasteurized milk program in a

laboratory that was established in the Library Block (razed) at the northwest

corner of 4th and Wisconsin, from which pasteurized milk and modified milk

(formulas for infants) were distributed to settlement houses and kindergartens long

before the city passed its first ordinance on milk pasteurization in 1916. (MS

7/26/1903; MS 8/19/1903) More recently, Children's Hospital has been in the

forefront of cardiac study in children.

Ht. Sinai Medical Center

built-in vacuum cleaning, air 

conditioning and radiant heating pipes in the ceiling, closed circuit TV, and a
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Mt. Sinai (MI 86-7) began as an informal effort by Jewish immigrants to

After a time, the need was recognizedprovide kosher meals to hospital patients.

for a Jewish Hospital in Milwaukee. In 1902 the Jewish Hospital association was

chartered as the result of many years of hard work on the part of Dr. Victor Caro,

(Blue Book, 1924, p. 107-109; Hist, ofthe chief advocate for the hospital.

Jews, p. 227-228)

From 1903 to 1912 the Jewish Hospital was located at 1702 North 4th

Street (now listed in the National Register). This building had been constructed

in 1874 as a residence for pioneer businessman John F. Baasen, but had subsequently

been used as the German YMCA before the Jewish Hospital acquired and enlarged the

A $50,000 donation from philanthropist Abraham Slimmer of Dubuque, Iowaproperty.

9)(Blue Book, 1924, p.in 1911 spurred a fund drive to build a new hospital.

In 1913 a site was selected at the northeast corner of 12th Street and

Kilbourn and construction began on the new hospital, which had changed its name to

The formal opening of the $160,000 6-story building designed by theMt. Sinai.

(Bluearchitectural firm of E. Brielmaier and Sons took place in November of 1914.

105; Blue Book, 1924, p. 109) The new facility functioned as aBook, 1925, p.

With only about twenty-five percentgeneral hospital and was nondenominational.

(Hist, of Jews,Jewish patients the hospital discontinued serving kosher meals.

p. 337)

By 1920 another fund drive was underway for the construction of a nurses'

training school and additional operating rooms and patient beds. Work began in

1921 and E. Brielmaier and Sons received the contract for the addition, which

merely extended the facade by a number of bays to the north along 12th Street.

(Blue Book, 1924, p. 110; Blue Book, 1925, p. 105) The project was completed in
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1922 at a cost of $350,000 and provided quarters for 70 nurses while expanding

(History of Jews, p. 338)patient bed capacity from 100 to 160.

A dispensary was opened in February, 1925 in a former residence to the

north of the hospital to handle the medical treatment of all cases formerly

This building was replacedadministered by the Jewish Social Service Association.

in 1937-38 with a $250,000 dispensary addition to the main building. (Sanborn 1910-

1961 Vol. 3 p. 306)

Social worker, pre-natalBy the 1930s Mt. Sinai provided many services:

clinic, occupational therapy, X-ray lab, urology department, dental departments and

(Blue Book, 1924, p. 110) In .1933 Mt. Sinai attempted toa school for nurses.

pioneer an insurance program in Wisconsin that had originated in Dallas, Texas.

For an annual fee of $10.00, 'memberships' could be taken out that would cover 21

days of hospitalization for a variety of conditions and offer a 50% discount for

Objections by doctors and the Milwaukee County Medical Societychildbirth costs.

would cheapen the services of the hospital, hurt some hospitals and not allow

(Unidentified clippings, 5/21/1933,patients to choose their own doctors.

5/24/1933, 5/27/1933)

Since 1950, Mt. Sinai has undergone considerable expansion and change. A

$3,000,000 glass and steel wing was built 1955-1956 which replaced 90 patient beds

in the older portion of the hospital and increased capacity to 300 (MI 86-6). This

wing was a dramatic departure architecturally from the rest of the hospital in that

previously all additions had been designed in the style of the original 1914

(MS 8/21/1955 ) In 1958, Mt. Sinai began to expand into thebuilding.

surrounding area by razing five houses for a parking lot on the east half of the

forced Mt. Sinai to discontinue the program. Those opposed to it felt that it
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(MJ 7/8/1958, MSblock bounded by North 12th, North 13th, Wells and Kilbourn.

7/8/1958) In 1950, Mt. Sinai bought the former Luther Center at the southwest

corner of North 11th and State Streets (MI 82-12, 89-9) which consisted of the

Victorian home of August Luedke (a hardware company official) and an L-shaped

addition that housed recreational facilities for the American Luther Association

(See Social and Political Movements ) Mt. Sinai used the newly acquiredClub.

(MS 11/7/1960; MS 11/24/1960) Grantbuildings for administration and storage.

Hall, a former home for girls operated by the Milwaukee Deaconess Home (Methodist)

was the hospital's next purchase (MI 91-4). Mt. Sinai used the space for nurses

With this purchase, Mt. Sinai owned all but one parcel onquarters and classrooms.

(MSthe block bounded by 11th Street, 12th Street, Kilbourn and State.

11/26/1961)

Attempts were made during the 1960s to merge Mt. Sinai and four other

West Side hospitals into an Associated Hospitals scheme whereby all services would

be consolidated on an irregular 130 acre area bounded by 11th Street, 23rd Street,

Although locally approved, the urban renewalWest Kilbourn and West Highland.

Since the hospital felt it neededproject was rejected by the federal government.

room for a 400-bed facility, plans were made to relocate to the Juneau Village

When this failed to materialize,redevelopment project on the city's East Side.

Mt. Sinai finally settled upon an expansion program to take place in the five

(MS 10/22/1968; MS 6/23/1968; MSsquare block area surrounding the hospital.

6/26/1969) In 1971, the hospital changed its name to Mt. Sinai Medical Center to

(MS 1/25/1971)reflect its diverse activities.

Once the decision was made to stay on the West Side, new construction

The block bounded by 12th Street, 13th Street, Kilbourn andplans were developed.

State was the area chosen for the first phase of the expansion. The Holy Angels
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Academy property at the northwest corner of 12th and Kilbourn was acquired in 1970

from the Catholic high school, which relocated to the northwest side (See Educa-

tion). (MS 9/2/1970) An office building to house 40 to 50 doctors was built on

the old high school site at a cost of $2 million. Soon afterward, a five-story

hospital building was constructed to the north of the office building at a cost of

$26 million (MI 91-11) This increased patient capacity to 454 and provided

intensive care, coronary care, outpatient and emergency facilities and a new

(MS 2/18/1972, 2/21/1975) Caudi11-Rowlett-pathology lab among other features.

The new structure, which wasScott of Houston, Texas were the architects.

connected to the old complex by a tunnel and a pedestrian bridge, was dedicated in

(MS 6/6/1976) In 1977-78 Mt. Sinai formed a corporation with theJune of 1976.

city of Milwaukee to build a 610-car garage at a cost of $2 million. The city

(MJ 8/4/1977, 10/25/1977,financed the work through a sale of tax-exempt bonds.

11/3/1977, 4/6/1978; MS 4/6/1978)

A proposed 94-bed patient tower has been under consideration since 1981

(MS 5/28/1981) A general decline inbut so far, no construction has taken place.

the number of hospital admissions throughout Milwaukee in the last two years has

Mt. Sinai, however, continues totemporarily halted additional expansion projects.

provide a full range of medical services to its clientele, primarily residents of

It also maintains its medical research facilities andthe near north side.

affiliations with the University of Wisconsin's Medical School

Misericordia Hospital

Misericordia Hospital opened on August 1, 1908 on what had been the

estate of William Pitt Lynde. Lynde, who had been an attorney, mayor and congress-

man during his career, had purchased the estate in 1854 from pioneer attorney
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Franci s Randal 1. The original 60-acre parcel had been divided and developed over

the years, but 35 acres remained intact surrounding the family's home, Lynden. The

grounds were a picturesque combination of farm, dense forest and landscaped areas

Lynde died in 1885 and by 1887 the other family members hadthat included a pond.

relocated and further subdivided the estate (Zimmerman; Ogden, Lynden, p. 124;

Med. History p. 173)

In 1891 Lynden was purchased for use by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of

By this time, the grounds had beenMilwaukee as a residence for the Archbishop.

reduced to only one city block bounded by 22nd Street, 23rd Street, Juneau Avenue

The original 1850's house and its 1864 addition were enlargedand McKinley Avenue.

It remained the archbishop'sby the construction of a chapel shortly after 1891.

residence until 1908 when the former Frederick Pabst mansion on Wisconsin Avenue

Lynden was subsequently turned over to nuns of thewas acquired for this purpose.

order of Misericorde (Mercy) from Montreal, a nursing order which operated 15

hospitals throughout the US and Canada. At the archbishop's request, they

established a maternity hospital and refuge for unwed mothers on the estate.

(Unidentified clipping 5/14/1935; Zimmerman; Unidentified clipping 9/5/1958)

The large residence served adequately as a hospital for a number of

Most of the patients were charity cases and the hospital drew patients fromyears.

By 1914, Misericordia was referred to as a general hospital,all over the state.

although two-thirds of the patient beds were still reserved for unwed mothers.

(Med. History p. 173; unidentifed clipping 5/14/1935) As the number of patients

Acontinued to increase, the hospital decided to increase its scope of operations.

two-story structure was completed in 1923 for surgical patients and male patients.

This building was enlarged in 1927 by the construction of several additional

stories at a cost of $400,000 to provide space for modern operating rooms, x-ray
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(Unidentified clipping 5/14/1935)facilities and a pathological laboratory.

By 1935 the staff included 40Growth continued at a steady pace.

physicians and 19 nuns assisted by nurses and nurses in training. By 1952, Miseri-

In that year, a seven-story, million dollar wing,cordia had 80 physicians.

This wing contained 75 patientdesigned by Brust and Brust, opened in September.

rooms, administrative offices, two operating rooms, x-ray facilities, labs, an

Part of the expenses included a remodelingoutpatient department and a cafeteria.

of the south wing which included central dishwashing rooms, diet kitchens, and an

(Unidentified clippingoperating room for urological and fracture cases.

7/27/1952)

As had other West Side hospitals, Misericordia offered nurses training.

Its first class graduated in 1930 and its last in 1962. Freshmen nurses were

housed in Sienna Hall at 2126 West Juneau, the former residence of Charles

(MJ 2/21/1962; MS 2/4/1962) (MI 80-35).Abresch.

The hospital functioned as Misericordia until 1968 when the nuns relo-

cated to Brookfield and constructed a new building, Elmbrook Memorial Hospital.

(MS 7/29/1982) The old facility was then used as a geriatric treatment center and

Between 1974 and 1977 it re-nursing home for several years under new ownership.

opened as a general hospital once again under the name of Misericordia Community

(MS 2/20/1974; MS 2/20/1974)It also functioned as a detox center.Hospitai .

The US Department of Housing and Urban Development acquired the property through

The complex was subsequently sold but never reopened. Theforeclosure in 1977.

Today the site is vacant. (MJdemolition of the buildings in June of 1982.

7/29/1982)

owners' failure to secure the property from vandals resulted in the court ordered
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Deaconess Hospital

Deaconess Hospital (MI 104-12) was founded in 1909 by the Evangelical

Deaconess Society of Wisconsin which had formed in that year to preach, teach and

(MS 4/12/19 54) It began operations at 1807 Grand Avenue (nowheal the sick.

West Wisconsin) in what had been the substantial home of Dr. Harry Vanderbilt

A gifted ophthalmologist, Dr. Wurdemann had alsoWurdemann, built about 1895.

studied architecture and engraving and illustrated his own medical textbooks.

(Men of Progress p. 87-89; Sanborn 1894 updated to 1909)

The story of Deaconess Hospital echoes that of other West Side

From a beginning of 20 beds and a staff of 11 operating out of a

In 1917 an addition was constructed on the two vacant lots to the west ofp. 174).

(Sanborn 1894By 1924 the original dwelling had been razed.

(Sanborn 1910) A nurses home was constructed to house students for theannex.

(Unidentified clippings no date) As morenursing school, which had begun in 1916.

in 1947 for additional nurses housing.

A $450,000

service and education building was completed in 1950;

finished in 1955 brought bed capacity up to 250; the 1960s saw a 7-story unit added

(Unidentified clipping 10/19/1950, MJat a cost of over a million dollars.

4/12/1954, MS 2/4/1962)

As a full service hospital, Deaconess handled everything from obstetrics

hospitals.

converted mansion, the hospital grew steadily throughout the century (Med. Hist.

the original house.

and 1910) Another former residence at the west end of the block became the hospital

47) The post war years witnessed a continual upgrading of facilities.

a $2,160,000 addition

space was needed, the old Warwick Apartments at 1803 West Wisconsin were purchased

(MI 104-13) (Unidentified clippings 7/30/19
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to physical therapy. In 1959 the hospital received a grant to develop a program of

(MS 11/17/1959) In 1954 a cerebral palsy clinicopen heart research and surgery.

(Sanborn 1910; MJ 5/26/1952) In 1981,was established adjacent to the hospital.

Deaconess merged with Lutheran Hospital (formerly Milwaukee/Passavant) and is now

part of the Good Samaritan Medical Center.

First Hospital - Milwaukee

First Hospital - Milwaukee is the smallest of the West Side health care

facilities. (MI 110-17) It was started as Westside Hospital by Dr. Philip J.

Eisenberg and first appears in the city directory in 1923. As did Deaconess,

Misericordia and others, West Side occupied a former mansion, this one at the

Dr. Eisenberg actually resided on the firstnortheast corner of 34th and Wells.

floor of the old house while using the third floor ballroom as two ward rooms.

(Gurda, p. 103) The house which is still extant, was originally the home of Joseph

From its founding through the I960's, theBub, a manufacturer of parlor furniture.

In an effort tohospital remained a very small institution with little growth.

provide better service and attract clientele, a three story addition was

(Milwaukeeconstructed in 1968 which obliterated the facade of the original house.

City Building Permits)

In 1978 the hospital changed its name to Foundation in order to overcome

A generalit poor image and to reflect an upgrading of its staff and services.

hospital, its focus has been to provide personal quality care for area residents

Regular rapwho may be intimidated by large, dehumanized medical complexes.

sessions with patients and staff and community people cover topics from drug abuse

Special attention is given to servicing low income andto social security.

(MS 5/16/1978)minority patients.
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In recent years the hospital has had its share of problems. A rate

increase to help subsidize a building expansion program in 1978 was denied by the

southeast Wisconsin Health Systems Agency. In fact, that agency recommended

(MJ 3/29/1978, MS 8/31/1978)closing the 64-bed hospital. It remains open

today, however, having been purchased by the US Care Corp, of Houston, Texas for

It is now run as a for-profit facility. The proceeds1.9 million dollars in 1983.

from the sale of the hospital are to be channeled into a charitable fund for

medical research and scholarships in memory of Dr. Philip Eisenberg. A recent name

change to University Hospital produced objection's from the Medical College of

Wisconsin and University Hospital and Clinics in Madison. As a result, as of May

6, 1984, the hospital has changed its name again to First Hospital - Milwaukee.

(MJ 5/6/84).

Milwaukee County Dispensary and Emergency Hospital

County Emergency Hospital is notable as the only public health

(MI 100-31) It is also noteworthy for its hyperbaricinstitution on the West Side.

chamber which reshaped the world's thinking on deep diving techniques and

treatments of decompression illnessess in the 1930s and 1940s.

With the completion of the emergency hospital and the new County General

Hospital in Wauwatosa, Milwaukee finally achieved the goal of providing full-scale,

Public health carepublicly-funded health care to all segments of the community.

in Milwaukee County dates from the establishment of pesthouses during epidemics and

the founding of an insane asylum on the site of the present County Institutions in

A public contagious disease facility (quarantine hospital)Wauwatosa in the 1850s.
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was built in 1877 near the current intersection of South 24th and West Mitchell

The County had built a general hospital at the county poor farm in Wau-Streets.

wautosa in 1880 to provide full service medical care, but the stigma of the pest-

house remained. The distance out of town also made city patients reluctant to use

the facility. In an attempt to ameliorate the situation, the city established an

emergency hospital on Michigan Street in 1894, but the bulk of care still was

provided by private doctors and hospitals.

As Milwaukee grew into a burgeoning industrial giant, community leaders

sensed the need for a comprehensive health care program that would provide adequate

As early as the turn offacilities and services to all segments of the population.

the century, a fund drive had been started by Dr. Victor Caro for the construction

of a general public hospital with modern and complete services. There was,

By the end of World War I, thehowever, little public support for his efforts.

need had grown so acute that an agressive campaign was launched to raise funds for

This eventually resulted in the construction of both the Emer-a public hospital.

gency Hospital and a new County General Hospital in Wauwatosa.

County Emergency occupied property that was initially part of the

extensive land holdings of pioneer settler Cyrus Hawley, first Register of Deeds

In the 1880*s Emil Schandein purchased the Hawley estate which byfor Milwaukee.

then had been reduced to a city block bounded by Wisconsin Avenue, Wells Street,

(Ogden p. 30) Schandein, partner andNorth 24th Street and North 25th Street.

officer in the Philipp Best Brewing Co. (later Pabst), erected a $300,000 mansion

Since only the residence, the stablesin front of the Hawley dwellings in 1888.

(MSand a greenhouse occupied the block, the grounds remained open and spacious.

208) The Schandein1s owned4/21/1888 3/3; Sanborn 1894 updated to 1909 Vol 2 p.

the property until 1916, when they sold it to the County for $115,000 as a site for
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(MS 1/28/1927)a new hospital.

The plans for the proposed new hospital were criticized because they

lacked emergency facilities. Debate over the location and purpose of the hospital

further delayed construction. It was finally decided to build two separate

hospitals; a general hospital at the County Institutions Grounds in Wauwatosa and a

smaller emergency hospital at 24th Street and Wisconsin with a capacity of 50

beds.

Marquette University viewed the Emergency Hospital as a wasteful project

A million dollar healthand offered to buy the Schandein property from the County.

This complex would provide emergency service, a 500-bedcomplex was proposed.

hospital, and facilities to house 300 student nurses as well as dispensary service

The establishment of a college of hospital administration on theto the poor.

grounds would reportedly have made this the only such teaching hospital of its kind

(Hamilton, p. 209-215) Controversy raged over the proposal. Cityin the world.

supporters of Marquette were opposed by the socialist press and various protestant

They felt it would be wrong for a Catholic institution to be givendenominations.

The Corporation Counsel decided the matter when itsuch muni ci pal encouragement.

gave an opinion that the power to operate a hospital and dispensary should rest

(Hamilton, p. 209-215)with the County and not a university.

More than a decade after the project was proposed, the emergency hospital

was finally built in 1927-1928 after the Schandein mansion was demolished. Henry

Van Ryn and Gerrit J. DeGelleke were the architects for the hospital. The firmJ.

was known for its school and institutional buildings in Milwaukee and throughout

A nurses' residence, ambulance buildings and other structures plannedWisconsin.
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by the County for the site were never built, with the result that today, the

grounds retain their park-like character.

From its opening in 1928 through the 1940s, County Emergency provided

needed emergency and short term health care to area residents. It also served as

the site for pioneering research on the effects of high pressure oxygen on divers

The research centered around the Hyperbaric (or high pressureand patients.

oxygen) Chamber constructed at the hospital in 1928 at a cost of $5,000. The 18

foot long by 7 foot diameter chamber was the first one in Milwaukee and was

designed by the county's chief engineer Joseph C. Fischer (1888-1979). Located in

(MS 11/9/1977 Sect. 2 p.the basement, the chamber remained unused until 1936.

1; MS 5/25/1979)

In that year Dr. Edgar End and engineer Max Nohl began experimenting with

artificial breathing mixtures in order to overcome the problems of deep diving.

This had been an interest of Dr. End's since high school. The chamber could pres-

surize oxygen at three times its normal atmospheric state. Breathing this

compressed air would allow for deeper dives and require less decompression time to

It was also found that a mixture of helium and oxygen could modifyprevent bends.

the mental problems associated with deep diving. With these results, Max Nohl set

The previous record of 306the world's deep diving record of 400 feet in 1937.

(MSThis record has since been broken.feet had been set back in 1914.

11/9/1977 Sect. 2 p. 1) The Navy subsequently used the results of Dr. End's work

Dr. End then began to use the chamber for various medicalduring World War II.

Decompression illness in divers and deep tunnel workers, treatment ofproblems:

carbon monoxide poisoning (a process now standard) and help for burn, stroke and

Based largely on his research, hyperbaric medicine now treats agangrene victims.

(MS 11/9/1977dozen conditions which are recognized and covered by Medicare.
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Sect. 2 p. 1) The hyperbaric chamber was dismantled in 1977 after it no longer met

safety standards. By this time, there were four others in Milwaukee anyway.

In the early 1950's controversy raged again. The County made long range

plans to relocate emergency services to County General on the institution grounds

in Wauwatosa. Residents complained that emergency facilities were needed in

Milwaukee since other area hospitals closed their facilites at night and the travel

time and the distance to Wauwatosa was excessive. The hospital stayed opened

throughout the 1970's as an out-patient clinic but its lack of extensive long term

As its scope of services was reduced somehealth care continued to draw criticism.

of its floors were occupied by social service agencies. By this time, numerous

private hospitals were offering the emergency treatment that the hospital had

The County finally closed this facility in June,originally been built to provide.

1983.

Since the 1950's,At present, the building awaits an uncertain fate.

reuse schemes have been proposed for the building and site. In 1956 anumerous

proposal was made to turn the building into a detention home and children's court

(MS 7/10/1956) In 1958 local developer George Bockl pro-with three added wings.

(MS 2/26/1958) In theposed a 420 room hotel and office structure for the site.

I960's a private hospital corporation wanted to acquire the building and operate it

(MS 10/2/1969) In the 1970's a proposal wasas a private health care facility.

(MSannounced to use the site for a 25 million dollar complex for the elderly.

3/21/1972) Most recently, the County has proposed to raze the building and sell the

vacant site for development.

Family Hospital
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Originally known as Doctor's Hospital, this facility was founded in 1949

by Harold Dvorak (1902-1981) and his wife, Laura M. Fisher Dvorak, both

(MI 115-29) A hospital shortage following World War II prompted thephysicians.

couple to purchase the Bergholz Building at 2711 West Wells Street with their own

The Bergholz (c.1929 originally the Liberty Building)funds and open a hospital.

had been constructed to house a bowling alley, apartments and a health clinic. The

Dvoraks converted the building into a hospital. Army surplus hospital equipment

A three story wing wasMajor construction took place in the 1960’s.

Between 1967-1968, sixbuilt to the west of the original structure in 1965.

additional floors were added to this wing and the original building underwent

modernization at a cost of 3.5 million dollars, increasing bed capacity to 217.

Expansion continued in 1975 with the purchase of the Tower Theater Building to the

(See also Recreation and Entertainment) The 20,000 square feeteast for $120,000.

theater building was remodelled for use as an employee cafeteria and administrative

(MS 1/4/1967, MS 5/31/1975, MJ 5/30/1975)offices.

The hospital has functioned as a full service health center with a

surgical unit, outpatient and emergency room care, coronary care, physical

Most recently, emphasis has been onrehabilitation facilities and the like.

The hospital prides itself on its personalizedobstetrics and geriatric services.

The hospital changed itscare as an alternative to the larger medical complexes.

from Doctors Hospital to Family in 1974 to reflect its emphasis on familyname

(MS 5/20/1974)centered care.

OTHER HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

was purchased from the government to furnish the facility.
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Over the years a numbers of hospitals have existed on the West Side that

are no longer extant. Among these were Milwaukee Maternity Hospital which was

first listed in the city directory in 1903. It had five prior locations before

establishing itself in the former William Plankinton mansion from 1914-1918. In

1916, William Woods Plankinton, son of William Plankinton, on Wisconsin Avenue is

In 1919, Milwaukee Maternity relocated tolisted as president of the hospital.

Michigan Avenue and occupied a building that had previously housed another

(Med Hist, p. 166)hospital, the forerunner of today's Columbia Hospital.

In 1921, Marquette University occupied the vacant William Plankinton

mansion (razed) as an annex of their Trinity Hospital at 9th and Wells. It

functioned as their eye, ear, nose and throat facility through 1936. When Trinity

Hospital was demolished in 1930, Marquette made arrangements with the County

institutions, the Federal Hospital at Wood and St. Joseph's to take over their

medical programs and discontinued its hospital.

The Roger Williams Hospital occupied the Joseph B. Kalvelage residence at

(MI 83-25) Little is known2432 West Kilbourn Avenue from 1926 through 1935.

After the hospital left, the Kalvelage house reverted backabout this institution.

The house was listed in the National Register on May 23,to residential use.

1978.

HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS

Two important health organizations have been located on the West Side for

The American Redsome time, The Red Cross and The American Lung Association.

Cross was chartered by Congress in 1905 and is a quasi-governmental organization

It is privately supported, however, andrequired to report to Congress each year.
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accomplishes most of its work through volunteers. Its charter requires the Red

Cross to aid the sick and wounded in war time and to provide national and

international relief in disasters. In addition, the Red Cross offers courses on

(Yost p. 66)first aid, home nursing, swimming and water safety.

A group called the Red Cross Society of Wisconsin existed before 1900 and

sponsored a concert for returning veterans and provided nurses for a training

The official Milwaukee chapter of the American Red Cross,encampment in 1898.

however, was not recognized by the national organization until June 29, 1916. Its

first offices were in rooms donated by the First Wisconsin National Bank in the

World War I activities resulted in the expansionbank's office building downtown.

of Red Cross operations into numerous rented quarters until the war's end.

Volunteers assembled surgical dressings, and clothing and provided a home for

(Yost p. 68-70)sailors and soldiers on leave.

During the depression, Red Cross volunteers distributed government sur-

They also handled first aid and accident prevention pro-plus wheat and clothing.

With the onset ofgrams for accidents that occurred on public works projects.

World War II, clothing drives and money for European relief became important. In

Estella Schandein atMarch, 1941, the Red Cross purchased the residence of Mrs.

1610 North Prospect avenue plus the lot to the south for $25,000. It provided

9,000 square feet of space, but other locations were occupied temporarily to handle

(Yostthe volume of war work and the 87,842 volunteers that assisted in 1944-45.

p. 73-75) Following the war, the chapter headquarters was located at 3724 West

(MI 101-37).Wisconsin Avenue (Stein Medical Building today).

Post war activies centered on courses for prospective parents and

provided transportation for veterans to medical facilities. The Korean War saw a
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resumption of services to military men and their families.

A bequest in 1950 of $55,800 from John Phillips Dieterle formed the basis

of a building fund which culminated in the construction of the organization's new

building at the northwest corner of 26th Street and Wisconsin Avenue in 1961. MI

101-6) The site was purchased for $125,000 and the cornerstone laid on March 19,

The building was completed at a cost of $440,000. (Yost p. 78) The head-1961.

quarters remains there today.

In 1963 a winter safety booklet was

published by the chapter and has since been widely used by ski patrols. The

Milaukee chapter was also the first to teach a first-aid course on commercial

(Yost p. 78) It was alsotelevision, an idea which has since spread nation-wide.

the first major city chapter to reach its campaign fund goals for sixteen

Consolidation with smaller chapters hasconsecutive years 1942 through 1957.

In 1969, the Greater Milwaukeeresulted in more uniform distribution of services.

Chapter was made divisional headquarters for a territory which includes the eastern

(Yost p. 78-80, 72)half of Wisconsin and Michigan's Upper Peninsula.

The American Lung Association of Wisconsin began as the Wisconsin Anti-

It was the culmination of years ofTuberculosis Association in November, 1908.

effort to combat the dreaded disease that was the number one killer at the turn of

(Leavitt p. 26) In 1903 the State decided to erect and maintain athe century.

tuberculosis sanitarium which led to the building of Wales State Sanitarium in that

Physicians on the TB commission of the Milwaukee County Medical Societyyear.

In 1907, an exhibit on theheld a symposium in 1904 on the preventabi1ity of TB.

At the Internationaldisease was organized at the University of Wisconsin.

The Milwaukee chapter continues work in disaster relief in Wisconsin and 
I

other states, such as Illinois, when needed.
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Congress of Tuberculosis held in Washington in 1908, the exhibit was shown and

Wisconsin won a medal for the best state law against TB. In that year, the

The Wisconsin Anti-Tuberculosis Association coordinated the activities of

the numerous local associations that developed after 1908. It did much to pub-

licize the subject by furnishing articles and information to 400 Wisconsin

In 1909 the Association broke a national record in the per capita salenewspapers.

of Christmas Seals, selling 2,300,000 seals. The Association also published its

own journal, The Crusader, which maintained communication among the local groups

(Med. Hist p. 171; Leavitt p. 209) It secured passage of a bill instatewide.

the state legislature, as well, in June, 1911 which ennabled Wisconsin counties to

erect sanatoria for consumptives with state aid. Bubbler fountains were promoted

A townfor sanitary drinking in 1911 and soon were built throughout the state.

(Med Hjst p. 172) Literature waswithout one was soon considered out of date.

spread through manufacturing plants as well, at such companies as Case Threshing

(Med. Hist, p. 173)and Mayer Boot and Shoe.

Of primary importance was the Association's push to make TB a concern of

It began a statewide survey of TB in 1910 and insti-municipal health departments.

tuted a system of medical inspection for children in Milwaukee public schools. The

Association supplied a nurse to visit cities to aid in the fight against the "White

(Med,. Hist, p. 171) By 1911 there were three dispensaries in MilwaukeePlague".

The Association continued to pressure Milwaukeewhich provided examination for TB.

officials until Mayor Seidel appointed a Tuberculosis Commission for the city. It

served to coordinate all activities of an anti-tuberculosis nature in connection

This ultimately led to the formation of a TBwith the Milwaukee Health Department.

Bluemound Sanitarium, a private institution, was opened on the outskirts of

Milwaukee (Med. Hist, p. 170-171) (Leavitt p. 201, 202)
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(Leavitt p. 206; Med Histdivision within the City Health Department in 1912.

P. 172)

The Association's activities have been extremely successful. Tubercu-

losis has been all but eradicated from Wisconsin. A name change to Wisconsin Lung

Association in 1974 reflects the organization's move away from TB activities to a

Residual statewide TB testing in the 1970s wasbroader range of lung diseases.

phased out in favor of non-smoking clinics and area-wide conferences on respiratory

A major focus of each year's activity is the Christmas Seal fund driveproblems.

the proceeds of which go into research on respiratory diseases.

The Assocation built its own headquarters building on the West Side in

(MI 84-27) It had previously operated out of offices at1954 at 1700 West Wells.

141 Wisconsin (1911-1913), 797 VanBuren (1914-1918) and 1018 North Jefferson (1919-

(Milwaukee CityThe site on West Wells had been a vacant corner lot.1954).

Directories; Sanborn 1910-1961). Reduction in staff and a reorganization under the

national association led to a move to smaller rented quarters at 1701 West

Currently, the Association operates out of 10001 WestWisconsin Avenue in 1979.

Lisbon Avenue and its name, American Lung Association of Wisconsin reflects its

further loss of autonomy and closer ties to the national association.

Modern Outreach Organizations

Since the 1960's the number of outpatient and outreach programs has sig-

A combination of factors can account fornificantly increased on the West Side.

Social welfare was perceived as a governmental priority during the last twothis.

Thedecades and public funding was available to subsidize these programs.

proximity to excellent medical centers and the poverty of many West Side residents

made the West Side an attractive location for many of these social service
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cutbacks. Among the numerous outreach programs are Neighborhood House, a social

service family organization begun in 1945 by St. Stephen's Episcopal Church located

at 28th Street and Richardson Place (Gurda, p. 136) (MI 116-7) and the Next Door

Foundation, founded in 1969, which runs a variety of drug and alcohol abuse

treatment programs out of two residences in the 3000 block of Wisconsin Avenue. (MI

101-22, 101-23) Lutheran Social Services (3200 West Highland Blvd.) (MI 108-13)

Metro Milwaukee Fair Housing Council (2222 West State) (MI 70-10) Planned

Parenthood and Metropolitan Medical Services are among the numerous other agencies

that provide pregnancy, psychiatric and family counseling on the West Side.

HUMANITARIAN INSTITUTIONS

In addition to the hospitals and outreach programs described above, there

have long been numerous other facilities that provide physical care. Most of these

organizations are aimed at the aid and protection of women and children and are

staffed by women.

Little Sisters of the Poor

The Little Sisters of the Poor Home for the Aged at 2006 West Wells

Much in demand in the US,Street was established by nuns from France in 1876.

their presence in Milwaukee had been requested by the Jesuit Father Lalumiere,

The order of the Little Sisters of the Poorlater president of Marquette College.

was established in France to care for the destitute elderly. A mendicant order,

the nuns supplied all their needs and the needs of their patients through door-to-

In Milwaukee, the nuns began work in a rented house that soondoor solicitation.

agencies. Most of these programs continue today in spite of government funding
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proved too small. They then acquired property at 20th and Wells. Their brick

building was designed by noted architect H.C. Koch in 1877 and built in several

The building served multiple purposes and hadstages over the next seven years.

parlors, a chapel, and separate infirmaries, sleeping rooms and dining rooms for

It also housed the nuns.men and women. When it opened, the building was able to

(MS 11/20/1874 5/1; 7/26/1877 2/1; 9/26/1877 8/1;accommodate 100 patients.

10/15/1877 2/5; 9/23/1878 2/1; 12/5/1883 3/4; 3/1/1884 3/3) It functioned as a home

In November 1967, the Little Sistersfor the elderly under the Sisters until 1967.

moved into a new building on North 92nd Street and their new facility was named

(House of Worship 1975 Survey) Private ownersSt. Anne's Home for the Elderly.

Aftersubsequently operated a nursing home in the old building through 1970.

remaining vacant for six years, the building was demolished in 1977.

METHODIST-EPISCOPAL OLD PEOPLE’S HOME

Another facility for the aged was the Methodist-Episcopal Old People's

Home at 929 North 11th Street, located in the substantial former residence of G.R.

The Methodists acquired this and otherBecker and Dr. William H. Earles.

properties on 11th Street about 1925 when the construction of the county court

house forced them to vacate their former building on Ki 1 bourn Avenue. The Becker-

Earles house cost $15,000 and could initially accommodate 20 ladies. The facility

The building has been razed and the landwas in operation from 1925 through 1957.

(100 Years of Methodism, p. 32)is now part of Mt. Sinai Medical Complex.

NURSING HOMES

Nursing homes have long been present on the West Side and were frequently

The Ozanam Home for the chronically ill, runoperated by religious institutions.
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by the St. Vincent de Paul Society, for example, once operated out of 2824 West

Highland until it relocated to a site in Waukesha County in the mid-1950's.

(Unidentified clipping 8/7/1955).

At present, there are six modern nursing homes catering to the elderly in

Bethel Care (2125 West Kilbourn) (MI 87-24), Familyoperation in the study area:

Hospital Nursing Home (2801 West Wisconsin) (MI 102-29), Marion Catholic Home (3333

West Highland) (MI 123-32), Pavilion Nursing Home (3216 West Highland) (MI 108-14),

Valley View Residential Center (3808 West Wisconsin) (MI 102-4) and Westview

Nursing Home (3014 West McKinley) (MI 105-11). These represent the late 20th

century solution to the care of the elderly and are the successors to the old age

homes of past years.

ORPHANAGES

Residential care facilities for children and young women were also to be

The Society for the Care of Dependent Jewish Children wasfound on the West Side.

founded in 1919 to care for local Jewish orphans and provide them with a Jewish

This was considered a humane alternative to the practice of sendingeducation.

Milwaukee's Jewish orphans away to Cleveland's Hebrew Orphan Asylum. In 1923, the

21st Street (now demolished). Itorganization purchased a large duplex at 1307 N.

In 1948,

the society merged with the Jewish Social Services Association to form Jewish

It is now located at 1360 North Prospect Avenue onFamily and Children's Services.

(History of Jews p. 228, 337, 338; Blue Book 1925 p. 134)the city's East Side.

The Methodist-Deaconess Home for girls operated at 917 North 11th Street

was immediately remodeled and then expanded in 1928 at a cost of $50,000.
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from 1927-1962.

The

building and property were purchased by Mt. Sinai Hospital in 1961 with the

provision that the Home could remain on the site until June, 1962. The buildings

(MS 11/26/1961) Another home for girls, the St.are now part of Mt. Sinai.

Catherine's Home for Working Girls occupied the former Martinique Apartments at

1201 West Michigan Avenue. Run by Catholic nuns, the facility was forced to

(Marquetterelocate when Marquette University acquired the property in the 1960s.

Archives) St. Catherine's is now located at 1032 E. Knapp Street on the East Side.

The former buildings have been razed.

SUMMARY

In summary, more than any other part of the city, the West Side has been

the major focus of the development of health care and social service organizations

The choice of the West Side as the location for these institutionsin Milwaukee.

Early hospitals and care facilities foundwas the result of several factors.

numerous affordable, large residences available on the West Side that were being

Asvacated as their wealthy owners moved to newer and more fashionable areas.

medical technology advanced, hospitals on the West expanded onto surrounding

Other related organizations chose to locate on the West Side to beproperties.

Since the 1950*s, large numbers of transients andnear the hospitals and downtown.

Since these peoplerenters with lesser economic means have settled into the area.

cannot afford private health care, numerous publicly-funded outreach organizations

have developed programs to meet their needs in recent years.

The land was purchased for $45,000 and a new building erected,

Grant Hall, at a cost of $175,000 (MI 91-4) (100 Years of Methodism, p. 32).
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6. EDUCATION

The West Side's role as a center of health care is paralleled by its

role in the development of public education in Milwaukee. In addition to

municipal elementary schools the area was home to one of the city's first high

schools (West Division), a State normal school (predecessor to today's UW-

university (Marquette), a girls' technical school and a college

for the preparation of ministers (Concordia). Parochial schools (Marquette

University High School, Holy Angels Academy, Gesu School, Friedens School)

also played an important part in educating young men and women.

Elementary and Second Education

During the territorial period attempts at municipal education were

sporadic and schools were established wherever a room and a teacher were to be

The 1827 Michigan School Law determined how many families werefound.

required to establish a common school in the territories and how taxes would

The law provided for the selection of schoolbe levied to support it.

commissioners, directors and inspectors. These positions were sometimes

(Buck Pioneer History 1840-1846 p. 308-elected and sometimes appointed.

311) Milwaukee's first public school classes were held in 1835-1836 along the

banks of the Milwaukee River. Sources disagree as to whether they were held

on the East or West Side, depending upon the bias of the author consulted.

(Buck Pioneer History 1840-1846 p. 308, Columbian History p. 437, Roots

P. 3)

When Milwaukee incorporated in 1846, its citizens ensured that

education would be a responsiblity of the new municipal government. The

Milwaukee), a
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Common Council quickly appointed a Board of School Commissioners to administer

educational activities with one commissioner representing each ward. The

Board acted directly through the school principals for the first thirteen

Some school buildings were acquired, but most were located in rentedyears.

with a total registration of 865 pupils and total school expenditures of

$3,512.99. (Roots p. 3-4)

The decade of the 1850*s was a period of both growth and recession.
1

In 1852 five substantial brick buildings were erected capable of housing 350

They were two stories high in addition to a basement. One waspupils.

The total cost of the five structures was $3,000 andlocated in each ward.

(History of MilwaukeeJohn A. Messenger, brickmaker, was the contractor.

1881 p. 519; Buck Pioneer History 1840-1846 p. 314) Curriculum advances

Textbook uniformity was established and the Germanwere made as wel1.

language also became part of standard education since 2,577 children out of a

total school population of 5,914 were of German origin. As the need for

higher education became evident, two short-lived high schools were

Both closed due to the recession brought on by the Panic ofestablished.

The Panic of 1857 caused enormous funding problems for the school1857.

system as a whole and temporarily set back the progress of public education.

In 1859 Rufus King was elected by the Board as the first Superintendent of

(Roots p. 5)Schools to bring order to the disrupted school system.

From the I860's through the 1870's the Milwaukee Public Schools

A graded plan was introduced whichexperienced a period of steady growth.

Students were now promoted fromreplaced the class or departmental system.

School

(Roots pp.

6-8)

grade to grade as they successfully completed a period of study, 

district boundaries were drawn to conform t^/ard boundaries.

spaces. By the 1847-1848 school year, eight public schools were in operation
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Under the superintendency of William A. Andersen (1883-1892), the

school system developed into the multi-faceted dperation that it is today.

Under Andersen's administration, an unprecedented twenty-six schools were

built or annexed into the system. Many of these schools are still in use. In

addition to keeping up with the physical demands of a growing school popula-

tion, Andersen also made progressive curriculum revisions. He promoted the

addition of supplementary readings to various grades and encouraged public

Andersen also wrote a textbook for anreading and dramatic presentations.

experimental physics class and began a dialogue with teachers to discuss new

Cooking classes were made availablemethods of instruction and new courses.

(Roots p. 9) Before he left office,to girls above the 4th grade level.

Andersen saw his teaching staff grow to number 517, a significant increase

over the 126 instructors working just 21 years earlier. The teachers were

dispersed across 35 schools and the average three-story structure held 14

(Roots 1943 pp. 17, 23)instructors, one per classroom.

During the last two decades of the 19th century, school district

boundaries shifted a number of times to reflect population increases,with the

result that portions of the West Side, at different periods, fell into the

Most districts had at least two schools14th, 15th, 16th, or 20th districts.

Generally schools were built on vacantby 1883 and some had as many as four.

or sparsely developed land, often sharing their block with residences in the

As schools expanded and additions were constructed, adjoiningearly years.

properties were acquired and the residences removed. Most schools came to

(Rasher's 1888-1892;occupy either a complete city block or half a block.

Sanborn 1910-1926, 1910-1961)

Public Primary Education
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Four primary public schools were constructed on the West Side

between 1887 and 1936 reflecting the rapidly increasing student population of

Generally, most of Milwaukee's educational efforts revolved aroundthe area.

primary education during the early years since high school was viewed as

Numbers also justified the emphasis on gradesuperfluous by most residents.

Out of the 17,000 students enrolled in 1883, twelve thousand fellschools.

Class size wasinto the first three grades and only 261 in high school.

another indicator that the bulk of student enrollment fell into the lower

By 1890, primary classes averaged 66 students per teacherprimary grades.

while intermediate classes had 54 and upper classes only 44. Class size al so

fluctuated from school to school and it was not until 1912 that a formal

attempt was made to equalize the number of elementary pupils per classroom.

(Roots 1943 pp. 22, 23, 27) Primary school construction followed settlement

patterns so buildings are dispersed chronologically from east to west across

the West Side.

The first public primary school on the West Side was the 14th

District School (later 16th District) which was located on Kilbourn Avenue

It was a straightforward, classically,between 18th and 19th Streets.

designed, three-story structure with round-headed windows, hipped roof,

The school hadpilasters and projecting pavilions capped with pediments.

fourteen classrooms and a large exhibition hall and could accommodate 847

It was completed in 1877 at a cost of $40,000. Thepupils and 14 teachers.

architect, H. C. Koch, was the School Board's chief architect between 1873 and

1881 and continued designing schools for the city into the 1890's. The 14th

District School served as an elementary school until the I960's when it was

(History of Milwaukee 1881 p. 541; MS 5/19/1877 8/1)demolished.

McKinley Center at 1300 North 21st Street illustrates the piece-

Originally the 20th District and latermeal growth of these early schools.
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the 15th District School, (MI 65-14) it was built in 1885 in the Romanesque

Newspaper articles complaining about the overcrowding at this schoolstyle.

appeared as early as 1887 with the result that a matching wing was added by

Another wing, in the Classical Revival Style, was added between 1894-1892.

The additions attest to the constantly expanding need for educational1909.

(MS 2/18/1887 7/3; MS 3/13/1887 6/1;structures on the West Side.

Rascher's Fire Insurance Map 1888-1892; Sanborn 1894-1909)

Other district schools include the 27th Street School, formerly

15th District primary and 15th District #2, which is a Romanesque style struc-

(MI 96-7)ture built in 1892 and subsequently modified with a new entrance.

In 1890 the 16th District School f2 was built at the northeast corner of

It was demolished and replaced with a new Jacobean28th and Wisconsin.

(MI 101-9)influenced structure designed by VanRyn and DeGellecke in 1920.

Its orientation facing Wisconsin Avenue lead to its current name, Wisconsin

(City Building Permits)Avenue School.

The last of the West Side elementary schools was built in 1936 at

(MI 131-5) It replaced an earlier structureJuneau Avenue and 38th Street.

that had been built by the town of Wauwatosa before this area was annexed by

It was named Story School after farmer and philan-the City of Milwaukee.

Reflecting itsthropist Alfred Story who owned much land in the vicinity.

1930's origins, the building is of streamlined Art Moderne style with orange

Guy E. Wiley, School Board architect frombrick trimmed in blue-glazed tiles.

(Gurda p. 103;1924 through the early 1940's, designed the building.

Heritage Guidebook p. 143; Roots 1943 p. 73)

Private Primary Education

As an alternative to public education, three private parochial
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grammar schools were established on the West Side, each affiliated with a

Basically intended to serve their parish members, thedifferent congregation.

schools remained local, small-scale institutions rather than developing into

regional education centers.

Friedens School was the earliest of the three, established in 1870

by the Friedens Evangelical Church, which had itself been founded just one

(see Religion)year earlier. It was a frame structure located behind the

Additionalparsonage along Juneau Avenue between 12th Lane and 13th Street.

classrooms were constructed to the rear of the church in the 1880's as enrol 1-

Free tuition was provided after 1885. The framement peaked at 96 students.

building was replaced in 1896 with a new brick structure on 13th Street that

designed by architects Crane and Barkhausen at a cost of between $5,000was

(MI 69-18) Histories do not specify why the school was discon-and $6,000.

The building, subsequently known as Fellowship Hall, hastinued in 1899.

(Hist, ofsince been used for labor meetings and social service activities.

Milwaukee 1881 p. 945; Friedens History)

Bethlehem School was established in 1883 by Trinity Lutheran

Church (Missouri Synod) in order to provide primary and religious instruction

The frame building wasto children of parish members on the far West Side.

located at 24th Street and McKinley Avenue on property donated by Trinity

(MI 79-32) The school was moved a half block west inChurch member John Koch.

1887 to make way for the new church built by the new Bethlehem Congregation.

(see Religion) An addition was made to the school in the 1890's, but its

■ present appearance is the result of renovations made in 1956. With the

decline of the congregation, Bethlehem School today serves non-Lutheran

(100th Anniversary Trinityneighborhood families as an elementary school.

Lutheran p. 43; Houses of Worship 1975 Survey)

Gesu School was the last of the parochial grammar schools to be



- 7

established. Gesu Parish had been formed in 1893 as a consolidation of St.

Gall and Holy Name parishes. Shortly after Gesu Church was constructed on

Wisconsin Avenue in 1893, a school was erected on the west side of 13th Street

By 1897 it had an enrollment of about 700south of Wisconsin Avenue.

Although generally under the jurisdiction of Jesuit Priests,students.

classes at Gesu were taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame. (see

Marquette University below) The school has been demolished and the site today

(Cath. Ch. 10 Wise, p. 28)is part of the Marquette University campus.

Public Secondary Education

The development of public high schools was not a part of the

curriculum planning of the early Milwaukee school boards. The need for a

public high school was not immediately evident, since a number of private high

schools had been established in the early 1850's to offer college preparatory

By the late 1850's, however, the School Board had recognized thetraining.

importance of continuing education and authorized the construction of three

high schools, although only two were actually built. Financial setbacks

(Bielenbergresulted in their closing in the aftermath of the Panic of 1857.

p. 7-8) They remained closed throughout most of the I860's.

In 1867 the Wisconsin State Legislature voted to re-establish high

schools in Milwaukee and in 1868 Milwaukee High School reopened in the 7th

By the end of the first semester it was full to capacity. InWard School .

(Bielenberg p. 9)1869 the high school relocated to a larger building.

During the 1870's as enrollment continued to increase, the School

By 1873Board tried out some new approaches to high school education.

rigorous admissions tests were given because the school board feared a decline
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This practice was eventually supplanted byin academic standards.

certificates that confirmed successful completion of grade school. The

practice of having teachers instruct in specialized courses rather than

performing as generalists began about this time as well. College preparation

was de-emphasized since the majority of the students were found to have no

further educational goals beyond high school. Manual training was introduced

(Bielenberg, pp. 9-10)in the early 1890's.

As the public high school became an accepted part of the educa-

tional system, the private, non-sectarian high school declined in popularity.

Three such schools sold their buildings for use by the Milwaukee School System

The West Side German-English High School, the South Side German-in 1877:

Additional high schools wereEnglish Academy, and the Milwaukee Academy.

East Division was built in 1886 at Knappbuilt by the School Board as well.

and Cass Streets, site of today's Lincoln Center of the Arts while South

(Bielenberg p.Division was built at South 7th and Madison Streets in 1894.

ID
It was in this same year, 1894, that the first class of West

Division High School was held in temporary quarters in the Library Block at

West Division moved to a permanent home at 23rd and4th and Wisconsin.

Highland in 1896, a $126,000 structure of classical design. In four short

(Bielenberg,years enrollment reached 700 and an additional wing was built.

p. 12) Over the years, other additions expanded the school's capacity. A

diversified curriculum was evident in the specialized rooms set aside for the

machine shop, blacksmith shop, carpentry, clay moulding and gymnastics.

(Sanborn 1894-1909, 1910-1926) The entire structure was replaced by a modern

building in 1951 (Sanborn 1910-1961) that occupies the complete parcel between

22nd, 24th, Highland and McKinley Streets.

In addition to primary and secondary schools, the Milwaukee School
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Board recognized the need to establish specialized instruction in the trades.

Boys Tech, now Milwaukee Technical, was created to train boys for industrial

The Girls Trade and Technical School performed the sameand technical jobs.

While the school for boys was located on the South Side,function for girls.

the girls school was located at 19th Street and West Wells in the former

buildings of the State Normal School (see below). (MI 84-22)

In the same year that the Normal School moved to Downer Avenue, in

1909, the Milwaukee Board of School Directors authorized the establishment of

The resulting Milwaukee Trade and Technical Schoola trades school for girls.

for Girls was another of the many social reforms instituted by the ruling

Social Democrats, a political coalition of socialist trade unionists, dissi-

dent immigrants and the working classes that carried on the progressive

The agitation to establishreform movement, that had begun in the 1890's.

Girls Trade was begun by middle and upper income Milwaukee housewives who were

districts of the city.

It

Democrats were able to rise to political power and attain community respect.

Although the Social Democrats were committed to reform on many fronts, their

She was a leader in the WSA and a prominentElizabeth "Lizzie" Black Kander.

Mrs. Kander was thesocial worker among Milwaukee's Jewish immigrants.

founder of the Settlement House, a downtown social center that held classes

in sewing, cooking, household management, industrial arts and English for the

most profound effect was on the Milwaukee public schools where they campaigned 

for high quality instruction and vocational training that would be accessible

appalled by the conditions of the public schools in the working class

Their organization, the Woman's School Alliance (WSA),

was the first activist group to be outspoken partisans of the urban poor.

was partially through the diligent efforts of the WSA that the Social

to all income groups and social classes.

The establishment of a girls trade school was a personal goal of
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immigrant poor and working classes. She became nationally famous for her

Settlement House Cookbook which has gone through 40 editions with over one

million copies in print.

As a leader in the school reform movement, she was one of the first

women appointed to the Milwaukee School Board on which she served from 1907 to

Mrs. Kander was not affiliated with the Social Democrats, but consis-1919.

tently supported their demands for educational reform. The opening of the

Girls Trade and Technical School in 1909 with Mrs. Kander as the first princi-

pal represented the attainment of a long sought goal for public supported

The purpose of the school was to train females withvocational training.

specific skills that would allow them to be gainfully employed in a vocation

This was in reaction to the then currentor trade at a respectable wage.

condition of secondary age children being forced into hienial jobs because they

Admission required the completion oflacked training in marketable skills.

the 8th grade and the ability to read, write and speak English. There was no

tuition charge for students under 20, but a small material fee of $.50 per

Each term was 11 months long with July off and requiredmonth was assessed.

Enrollment in 1909 began with 35 students.35 hours a week of classwork.

(Roots 1943 p. 27)

trade dressmakingInitially, there were two main courses of study:

In each course, the student progressed through learning basicand millinery.

stitches and the making of simple objects such as pin cushions and aprons to

the construction of such complicated garments as corsets and elaborate ball

Each student received supplemental classes in the liberal arts, thegowns.

fine arts, drafting (necessary for taking measurements and cutting patterns),

The average length of study was two yearshousekeeping and physical training.

with advancement based upon the mastering of a particular skill or technique.

In 1919, a commercial course was added which taught the principles of short-
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hand, touch typing, bookkeeping, and business calculation. Girls in this

course of study were required to take sewing and cooking as well.

After World War II, ehrolIment in the school began to decline. By

that time, the demand for highly skilled dressmakers had lessened and most

students desired to be more broadly educated on the secondary level before

pursuing a trade or vocation. The trade school ceased operation in 1955, and

the building then became the Wells Street Junior High School. It operated as

In 1982 it was sold to the Milwaukee Rescuea junior high school until 1979.

Mission for use as a family living center.

Private Secondary Education

The private non-sectarian high school, such as the South Side German-

English Academy (1853) or Albert Markham's Academy (1864), was a relatively

short-lived phenomenon that provided college prepatory training. With the

establishment of public high schools in the 1870's many of the private schools

None of these early schools were located on the West Side. Paro-disbanded.

chial education, however, produced two prominent Catholic high schools in the

area, Holy Angels Academy for girls and Marquette University High School for

In contrast to the local nature of the parochial grade school, the twoboys.

high schools drew city-wide patronage and enrollment.

The history of Marquette High School is intimately tied to the

(see below)history of Marquette University which was established in 1881.

Prior to 1902, Jesuit university education was traditionally a seven year

course of study which included both today's high school and college courses.

This meant that boys often entered college after eighth grade. In 1902

Marquette modified its curriculum to make it compatible with other colleges
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and universities and separated the high school level studies from the

Physical separation of the two programs occurred in 1907collegiate courses.

when the university moved into its new quarters on West Wisconsin Avenue. The

high school remained at the original Marquette campus on State Street between

A $100,000 donation by the Johnston family in 1916 was10th and 11th Streets.

originally earmarked for a new high school facility to be located at 13th and

Wisconsin, but for various reasons it was not built. In 1923 Marquette sold

the old buildings at 10th and State to the Capuchin Friars for use as a Black

activities center with the provision that the high school could remain until

In the interim, a new high school, situated at 34th and Wisconsin, was1926.

It had facilities to accommo-constructed and dedicated in September of 1925.

date up to 8,000 students and was designed by Milwaukee architects Herbst and

(MI 102-12) In late 1950, the university and the high school becameKuenzli.

separate entities with the high school obtaining its own Jesuit staff indepen-

(Hamilton pp. 139, 198, 207, 367) A major addition todent of the university.

the building in 1960 by architects Brust and Brust provided a cafeteria,

(Milwaukee Building Permits) Marquette High Schoolgymnasium, and offices.

continues to maintain its reputation for thorough, high quality education.

Holy Angels Academy was a parochial high school, run by Catholic

The school was founded in 1890 atnuns of the order of Sisters of Charity.

the northwest corner of 12th and Kilbourn in a former residence. In the same

way that Marquette had been concerned with the moral and spiritual education

of boys, Holy Angels stressed morality, self-control and cheerfulness in

Religious education was offered separately by a Jesuit instructor

The curriculum was a full four

years and included classical, scientific and commercial subjects as well as

drawing, voice, instrumental music, painting, elocution, physical culture and

Students were accepted into the music and art departmentsfolk dancing.

girls.

and was optional for non-Catholic students.
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given 40,000 acres of swamp and overflow land, the proceeds from the sale of

which was to be used for the development of state-supported normal schools or

teacher training institutes. In 1865, the state legislature appropriated the

first funds and the school regents located normal schools in Platteville,

Whitewater, Oshkosh, and River Falls. Because Milwaukee was overlooked as a

site for a normal school, in 1872 the city established a normal school depart-

ment in the public school system. By 1880, the city was extremely desirous of

transferring the burden of teacher training to the state and the legislature

forced the school regents to located a state normal school in Milwaukee. The

regents would agree to this only if the city would provide the state with land

and buildings valued at least $50,000 to house the school. In return, the

state would give the school $10,000 annually to operate.

The present site of the school, on Wells Street between 18th and

(MI 84-22) Shortly thereafter,19th, was selected by the city in 1881.

architect Edward Townsend Mix was awarded the design commission. He had the

plans prepared by the end of 1882, but construction on the school did not

The school building was completed and openedbegin until almost a year later.

The Milwaukeein the Fall of 1885 with 46 students and seven faculty members.

Normal School differed from others in the state in that it maintained much

It was one of the firsthigher levels of curriculum and admission standards.

normal schools to limit attendance to high school graduates. Close coopera-

tion developed with the Milwaukee Public Schools as the latter provided

Eventually, the normal school phasedstudents for the college's model school.

out its model school and began placing student teachers in the nearby public

(Mitchell, pp. 26, 9)schools, a practice which continues today. In

September, 1892, the school introduced specialized training and certification

for kindergarten teachers in response to the growing demand. In 1895, the two

year course of study was experimentally extended to an optional third year for
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the specialized training of high school teachers, but the program met with

(Mitchell pp. 10-12)little student response.

Steady increases in enrollment necessitated an addition to the

original structure in 1894. When admissions grew to 503 in 1908-1909, further

expansion of the building seemed to be in order, but, instead, the normal

school built a new structure on the northwest corner of Downer Avenue and

Kenwood Boulevard. Eventually it grew into the present University of

(Mitchell p. 14)Wisconsin at Milwaukee. The old building on Wells Street

became the Girl's Trade and Technical School.

Private Colleges

In addition to the State Normal School, parochial institutions of

higher education were quite significant to the development of the West Side.

The Lutherans and the Catholics, in particular, have had a strong tradition in

Milwaukee, as elsewhere, for providing for the continuing education of their

Concordia College and Marquette University are expressions of thisyouth.

Private business and medical colleges have also been quitetradition.

important to the West Side.

Vocational Education

Private vocational education has had a long history in Milwaukee.

Public secondary institutions have always assumed the responsibility for

providing vocational education especially as it related to the industrial

arts' while private colleges pioneered in the training of business skills.

Before 1881 there were a number of establishments organized for the teaching

of business skills among which were Charles Mayer's Commercial College, Dr.

William Bayers Commercial College, Lincoln's Commercial College and Mercantile

i
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(Hist, of Milwaukee 1881 pp. 506-07) These small schools wereCollege.

short-lived and either merged with more successful colleges or went bankrupt.

Among the most successful was Spencerian Business College which

relocated to the West Side in 1971. Spencerian had a long history in

Milwaukee having been founded in 1863 as the Milwaukee branch of the famous

international chain of Bryant, Stratton and Company Business Colleges.

Mismanagement by the company headquarters led Milwaukee principal R. C.

Spencer renamed the newly indepen-Spencer to break with the chain in 1865.

In 1867 the school merged first with the formerdent school after himself.

Lincoln's Commercial College and in 1868 with Mercantile College. The

Wisconsin Legislature then granted Spencerian a charter to confer degrees.

(Hist, of Milwaukee 1881 pp. 556-557) After

tions, Spencerian decided to build a new structure on the West Side at 35th

and Kilbourn at a cost of a milion dollars in 1971 (City Building Permits) (MI

110-18) The choice of location was determined by proximity to Concordia

College with whom Spencerian instituted a unique cooperative degree program.

Concordia provided liberal arts education while Spencerian instructed students

Classrooms, dining rooms, residence halls and a libraryon business skills.

(MS 11/14/1974) After struggling forwere to be shared by the two schools.

several years to meet the mortgage payments on its costly classroom building,

Spencerian closed in 1974, leaving its 435 students to complete their degrees

(MJ 11/14/1974) Spencerian's building is now occupied by theat Concordia.

Voice of Christian Youth High School.

Religiously Affiliated Institutions

Concordia College began as a Missouri Synod preparatory school for

Originally, it was basically ayoung boys studying for the Lutheran ministry.

high school, but later it evolved into a combination high school and two-year

a century at various other loca-
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Concordia's curriculum focused on the Lutheran Faith and its coursecol 1ege.

offerings were much less diversified than the use of the word "college" might

imply.

Interest in establishing a training institute for young boys had

surfaced as early as 1855 during a meeting of four districts of the Missouri

Synod. No action was takeh, however, since there was already a seminary

functioning in St. Louis which was presumed to be adequate to meet midwestern

(Wise Men p. 157) In. 1866 the subject was brought up again, but,needs.

(Survival p. 187) Acting on their own,again, no action was taken.

Milwaukee Lutherans established a progymnasium (1867) to prepare boys for

the Quarta, or junior year of high school, at the Ft. Wayne School (the St.

Louis seminary had relocated to Fort Wayne, Indiana during the Civil War).

Pastor Lochner of Trinity Lutheran Church offered a room in his church's new

grade school and became the provisional president. No fees were charged for

those who planned to enter the ministry, but a $40.00 fee was levied against

(Survival p. 187)those going on to other areas of study.

In 1881 delegates to the synodical convention again proposed the

establishment of a formal gymnasium, as such seminary preparatory schools

Facilities werewere called, in Milwaukee and this time the synod approved.

The first class had 13 boys whoagain provided by Trinity Lutheran Church.

boarded with Lutheran families in Milwaukee (Survival p. 188) This situation

continued until 1882 when the school finally got its own building. Land was

privately donated between Kil bourn, State, 31st and 32nd Streets and a struc-

ture was built containing a dining room, kitchen, sleeping quarters and class-

209)(Rascher's 1888-1892 v. 3 p.rooms so students could board at the site.

At this time, the school had over 100 students in three classes, Sexta, Quinta

and Quarta, equivalent of today's freshman, sophomore and junior years of high

(Survival p. 188) A Board of Control and a Board of Electors admin-school .
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istered school operations. The Boards were comprised by individuals from

Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Dakotas, the states that comprised the northwest

(Wise Men p. 57)district of the synod.

In 1887 the Synod took over direct administration of the college

After successfully petitioning the Synod, Concordia became afrom the Boards.

full gynmasium in 1890, which meant that study lasted six years, a combina-

tion high school and junior college. It was modeled after the German

gymnasia, which stressed a broadly classical curriculum. All courses were

obligatory and included religion, Greek, English, French, Natural Science,

Concordia's purpose was todrawing, Latin, Hebrew, German, math and music.

educate men for advanced courses in the universities, to train pre-ministerial

(Gregory pp. 1181-82; Gurda p.students and to inculcate the Lutheran faith.

92, Survival p. 189)

In 1892 the campus size doubled when land between 32nd and 33rd

The school grew continuouslystreets was donated by wealthy German patrons.

until 1900 when enrollment hovered around 200. In the interim its once remote

location had developed into a fashionable residential area. Students, how-

ever, stayed close to campus and there was little social contact with neighbor-

Women were allowed on the grounds only for concerts andhood residents.

(Gurda, pp. 92, 100-101) Growth continued until by 1930 there wererecitals.

The physical expansion of the campus included theapproximately 350 students.

addition of new dorms, library, gym and administration buildings every decade

(MI 120-39, 120-35, 130-37, 121-4, 121-6, 124-6, 124-7, 123-26)or so.

By the 1960's, Concordia faced a rapidly changing educational

The demand for specialized pre-seminary training had slackened andclimate.

The school shifted its area of emphasis to theenrollment was declining.

liberal arts in the hope of attracting a broader range of students. To help

build a new image, Concordia became co-educational in 1965 and had phased out
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its high school program by 1969. Concordia proclaimed its intent to become a

full four-year college at that point, a status not actually achieved until the

(Gurda p. Ill)Synod approved the arrangement in 1978.

The 1970's witnessed an agressive campaign to diversify. An

academic mix was offered which included a lay ministry program, prepastoral

studies, Lutheran teacher education, court reporting and secretarial training.

Recruitment of black students and the opening of the campus to community

groups and social service programs was done in an attempt at community

outreach. A unique co-op program was also begun with Spencerian Business

Students could receive their liberal arts education fromCollege in 1971.

Concordia and their business education from Spencerian in one combined degree

program.

In spite of Concordia's educational innovations and outreach

efforts, its relationship with the surrounding neighborhood deteriorated

during the I960's. Although the existing campus could absorb 800 to 900

students without straining its facilities and actually had fewer than 400

students enrolled at the time, the school adopted a master expansion plan

which increased its campus size from six to 30 acres and provided for a

The new campus was to be bordered byprojected enrollment of 3,000 students.

A mall was to be created by the30th, 34th, Highland and Wells streets.

closure of 31st Street and a prominent chapel was to highlight that space.

Acquisition and demolition of 123 neighboring properties was proposed and

The Century Club was formed to raise funds for the expansionactually begun.

with the goal of having a new campus by 1981.

Numerous residences were acquired, allowed to fall into disrepair

Area residents, spurred by the destruction of theirand demolished.

neighborhood, banded together to fight the campus expansion. Concordia

devised a new master plan in 1980 which retained the concept of a 30-acre

i

I
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campus, but rearranged campus buildings and incorporated more open space and

When twenty more houses were slated for demolition, theparking lots.

resultant expression of neighborhood outrage was finally successful in

persuading Concordia to hire a management firm to repair and sell some of the

(Gurda p. 114)college's holdings. In an abrupt about face, Concordia

It left behind 51 neglectedrelocated out of the city to Mequon in 1983.

houses which it had managed as rental properties and large vacant parcels on

(Gurda p. 114) Thewhich had stood 50 houses the college had demolished.

college campus is now vacant and for sale.

Marquette University is the largest of the educational institu-

Although it was Milwaukee's first liberal artstions on the West Side.

university, it eventually also included such diverse fields of study as law,

In spite of the fact that it was established as amedicine, and engineering.

Catholic institution, Marquette's broad offering of classes has long attracted

From one building and 35 students instudents from all religious backgrounds.

1881, Marquette University has grown to encompass over 35 acres and has a

Its Wisconsin Avenue location hascurrent enrollment of over 12,000 students.

put Marquette near the center of downtown activity and has provided a buffer

zone along the Avenue between the high density commercial activity to the east

and the smaller scale business and residential development to the west.

Marquette's incorporation in 1864 and actual establishment in 1881

was the result of promotion begun by Bishop Martin J. Henni of Milwaukee in

In that year Bishop Henni toured Europe in the hope of receiving funds1848.

A patron was found in the person of Chevalierwith which to start a school.

Guillaume De Boey of Antwerp, a Belgian aristocrat with an interest in the

When a $16,000 bequest became available upon theburgeoning American midwest.

Count's death in 1850, Henni made an unsuccessful attempt to obtain Jesuit

priests to teach in the proposed school that he already planned to call
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Marquette College. The college plan Remained dormant until 1857 when St.

Aloysius Academy was founded with the hope that it would evolve into a

col 1ege. Due to administrative difficulties, however, it never became more

(Hamilton pp. 3-9)than a parochial school adjunct to St. Gall parish.

The incorporation of Marquette College in 1864 was an attempt to

take advantage of the tax exempt status accorded schools. Bishop Henni had

donated property for the establishment of the college in 1857 on State Street

between 10th and 11th that had remained undeveloped. By incorporating a

college, even though no school actually existed, Bishop Henni hoped that

the diocese could avoid paying the $250 yearly in property tax. The land was

determined to be taxable anyway, however, and the constant tax expense for the

(Hamiltoncollege site was an even greater incentive to develop the property.

p. ID
By the time that Marquette College finally moved into its new

building in 1881, the property on State Street already contained a parish

church and a parochial school (Holy Name) that had been built in the later

Dedication of Marquette's first building took place on August 28,1870's.

The handsome structure cost $30,000, was four stories in height plus a1881.

During the first year, the fivebasement and could accommodate 450 students.

Jesuit instructors also administered to the parishioners of Holy Name. They

were housed in the college building and had dining facilities and a chapel

(Hamilton pp. 16-21, 41-42; Cath, Ch. in Wis. p. 27) "Hil1 toppers"there.

was a nickname given to Marquette students during these early years, because

the college was located at the crest of a prominent hill.

Student enrollment grew steadily through the years and the 1881

Needed space was made available when Holybuilding soon became overcrowded.

Name parish vacated its adjacent buildings to become part of the congregation

of the new Gesu Church in 1894.
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Major changes in the educational program at Marquette took place

about this time. The Jesuit liberal arts college plan as compiled in Europe

in the 16th century and amended in 1832 provided for a seven-year course of

study leading to a Bachelor of Arts degree. Admission was dependent upon a

young man's knowledge of reading, writing and arithmetic. In the United

States, this meant that boys often entered college after the eighth grade and

could even apply sooner if exceptionally bright. Additional study or atten-

dance in a preparatory class was required for those who had not done well in

In the early years the curriculum at Marquette made no cleargrammar school.

demarcation between the secondary and collegiate levels. As the length of the

program and the expense became too cumbersome for some students, Marquette

began to offer a shorter commercial course that resulted in the granting of an

(Hamilton pp. 21-22)Honorary Certificate rather than a degree.

In 1901-02 Marquette decided to separate its high school level

Competition from public high schools wasstudies from its collegiate courses.

In addition, this change made it easier fora factor in this decision.

students to transfer to other colleges, such as the University of Wisconsin,

and also made the transition to graduate work smoother. Marquette was now

educationally compatible with the programs of other American colleges and

(Hamilton pp. 53-55)universities.

■By 1906 the college student population had grown to 327. With the

large numbers of high school students at the site as well, severe overcrowding

A donation of $20,000 by baking magnateoccurred at the State Street site.

Robert A. Johnston gave Marquette the means to move to a new site adjacent to

(MI 98-24) Milwaukee architect Charles D.Gesu Church on Wisconsin Avenue.

Crane designed a new structure to serve as a combination classroom and Jesuit

When building costs exceeded the funds available, Johnstonresidence.

furnished the necessary money to complete the $110,000 building, which was
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subsequently named for him. In 1907 the college portion of the school moved

into the new Johnston Hall while the high school students remained at the old

State Street buildings.

Marquette's transition from a college to a university also came

This was accomplished by its affiliation withabout at the time of the move.

the Milwaukee Medical College. The loose confederation of the two institu-

tions allowed the medical school to operate its Trinity Hospital on Wells

Street and to control its teaching programs while Marquette granted the

degrees. This alliance came at a propitious time for medical education in

Largely unregulated up to this point, medicalWisconsin as well as Milwaukee.

schools were sometimes the province of fly-by-night instructors who cranked

Most legitimate trainingout "degrees" after a mere day's worth of lecturing.

in the medical field consisted of apprenticeships with local practitioners.

Degrees could also be obtained from out-of-state institutions, only a few of

which actually had university affiliations. Milwaukee Medical School's

association with Marquette University lent an aura of respectability to the

medical program and firmly established Milwaukee's importance as a medical

education center.

In addition to the medical program, Marquette bolstered its role in

professional education by acquiring a law program with the purchase of the

Milwaukee Law School for $6,000 in 1908. (Hamilton pp. 80-85) Marquette

established the School of Engineering in 1908 thereby giving it a foothold in

the three recognized secular professions of the period: medicine, law and

engineering.

The first woman received her B.S. degree from Marquette in 1909

while the second received her degree in law in 1910. These women received

their degrees from the traditionally all male university as a result of

Marquette's acquisition of and affiliation with private schools of medicine
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No specific policy decision was made to exclude women fromand law.

Marquette, but the Jesuits wanted to avoid total co-education. Recognizing

the growing demand for higher education for Catholic women, however, considera-

tion was given to establishing a separate college for women to be run by nuns

trained by the Jesuit staff. To accommodate the nuns' teaching schedule and

to take advantage of the absence of male students, their training was to be

accomplished through special classes held in the summer of 1909. This was the

To the admin-first summer school ever established at a Catholic institution.

Cancellation of theistration's surprise, lay women enrolled as well as nuns.

program was proposed by those opposed to admitting female students, but

A papalclasses were allowed to proceed pending official word from Rome.

reply was slow in coming and, in the interim, additional summer classes were

held and Marquette affiliated with the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music, which

Formal papal approval for the admis-had a great number of female students.

The separate college for women atsion of women was granted in 1912.

Marquette never materialized, but summer classes and women students have been

By 1916, total enrollmenta common feature at the university ever since.

(Hamilton pp. 124-127)included 375 women.

Marquette's academic expansion continued more or less unabated

through the early 20th century as schools of economics, journalism and busi-

(Hamilton p. 95, 127) Marquette established its ownness were added in 1910.

school of music in 1920 followed by the departments of education and dental

(Hamilton pp. 106, 25) The first speech department of anyhygiene in 1923.

Catholic university in the United States was establshed in 1922 and became a

(Hamilton p. 255) The first graduate programschool in its own right in 1926.

was offered in 1922 and in 1931 Marquette was approved as a graduate

institution by the Association of American Universities and received

(Hamilton p. 249) During thisauthorization to confer doctoral degrees.
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intense flurry of expansion in the 1920's Marquette constructed a gym (MI

99-21), men's union, law building (MI 98-23), science building (MI 98-27) and

dental school building (MI 99-25). Prominent Milwaukee architects such as

Thomas R. Rose and Eschweiler and Eschweiler were employed to design the new

buil di ngs.

Marquette's expansion extended to its high school and medical

facilities. A million dollar health complex was proposed for the site of the

It would have provided emergencyold Schandein Estate at 24th and Wisconsin.

500-bed hospital and facilities to house 300 student nurses. A

proposed college of hospital administration there would have made this the

Legal opposition to the planonly teaching center of its kind in the world.

(See Heal th Care)by the county prevented the scheme from becoming a reality.

(Hamilton pp. 209-215) The high school project met with greater success. A

$100,000 donation from the Johnston family enabled Marquette to construct a

Although originally intended fornew high school which was dedicated in 1925.

a site at 13th Street and Wisconsin, the new high school was ultimately built

Marquette University retainedaway from campus at 34th Street and Wisconsin.

control of the high school until 1950 when the school was given an independent

The high school continues toJesuit staff and autonomy from the university.

operate under Jesuit administration today and is known for its maintenance of

high academic standards.

The decades of the 1930's and 1940's were plagued by financial

difficulties and the loss of some departments, including music, as Marquette

struggled through the depression and war years with declining enrollments and

The 1950's, however, witnessed a post-war veteranreduced benefactions.

enrollment boom and another building spurt as overcrowding and long deferred

maintenance took their toll on campus structures.- A new student union (MI

99-7) library (99-14) and business administration building (MI 98-29) were

service, a



- 26 -

constructed during the 1950's. These structures were the first to deviate

from the Collegiate Gothic design of the old campus and paved the way for

later buildings constructed in a variety of modern styles.

Marquette's most visible period of change, however, occurred in the

I960's and early 1970's. It was during this period that Marquette made a

profound impact on the physical appearance of West Wisconsin Avenue as well,

Taking advantage of Section 112 of the U. S. Housing Act of 1959 which

authorized urban renewal projects for universities, Marquette and the City of

Milwaukee entered into a controversial renewal plan whereby the university was

(MUto acquire some 35 acres of blighted property for campus expansion.

Archives) The success of the endeavor was the final step in enabling the

school to establish the unified central campus that had been the goal of

Unlike other urban university admin-Marquette's leaders since the mid-teens.

istrators of the period, the Jesuits, being an urban-oriented order, gave no

Rather, expansionthought to relocating the school to a new suburban campus.

achieved by the acquisition of numerous surrounding parcels. Over thewas

years this policy had serious consequences for some of the once grand mansions

Beginning with the Plankinton Estate purchase in 1916,on Wisconsin Avenue.

which included the palatial Victorian residences of John and William

Plankinton, the school increasingly viewed Wisconsin Avenue as its territorial

Procurement of all of the land between Johnston Hall and theprerogati ve.

Plankinton Estate at 15th Street was soon made the long-range goal. Numerous

mansions were purchased, used by the University, and ultimately razed to make

way for new structures or campus open space.

By the 1960's, this piecemeal approach had proven too costly and too

slow to accommodate Marquette's growth. Urban renewal allowed the city to use

condemnation powers to acquire and raze all non-conforming buildings in the

In response to thedesignated area and sell the cleared land to Marquette.
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newly available land, a new campus plan was adopted in 1962 and modified

through 1967 that divided the newly unified campus into service zones. The

area bounded by West Wisconsin, Clybourn, 12th and 16th Streets was designated

as the academic zone. New construction would be oriented away from Wisconsin

Avenue and clustered around a central mall that would be visible from the

newly constructed freeways 1-43 and 1-94 which formed the east and southeast

A residential zone containing dormitories wouldboundaries of the university.

be located between Wisconsin Avenue, 16th Street, Kilbourn and 11th Street. A

recreation zone was established at the northwest corner of Clybourn and 16th

The planParking areas were located at the perimeter of the campus.Streets.

also called for the elimination of 33 obsolete buildings owned by the uni ver-

elementary school and a Jesuit residence), additions to five existing build-

ings (union, library, dentistry, service and gymnasium buildings) and the

(MU archives, press releaseerection of ten multi-level parking structures.

for May 15, 1963)

In the last two decades significant portions of the master plan have

Some 14 structures have either been constructed orbeen implemented.

enlarged, particularly on the southern fringes of the campus around the

Although not much new student housing has been built, twocentral mall.

former high rise motels nearby have been acquired for use as dormitories.

Some aspects of the master plan have yet to be fulfilled including the ten

parking structures and a pedestrian bridge over Wisconsin Avenue at 14th

The residential zone currently remains unintegrated into the overallStreet.

campus scheme since residence halls are scattered and separated by large

Only in the academic zone has Marquettetracts of undeveloped land.

University attained its goal of a mall-focussed central campus.

Medical Colleges

sity, the construction of 13 new buildings (five academic, six residential, an
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In addition to private colleges for liberal arts, business and

pre-ministerial training, the West Side also had a medical school by virtue of

the school's affiliation with Marquette University.

Medical training was early recognized as an essential component of

higher education even in the formative years of Wisconsin's statehood.

Although a medical college was authorized in 1848 when the state university

(Numbers pp. 177-178)was created, it was not actually founded until 1907.

The need for medical education in the interim was fulfilled by numerous

private proprietary schools, most of which were located in Milwaukee during

Among these were the Coney Medicalthe last two decades of the 19th century.

Institute, which operated from 1881-1883 and cranked out degrees after atten-

The Wisconsin Eclectic Medical Collegedance at a mere ten hours of lectures.

opened in 1894 and graduated its only class in 1896, at which point its dean

The state attorney general also closedwas arrested for selling diplomas.

Milwaukee University in 1896 for fraudulently selling degrees at $200 apiece.

Another institution, the Milwaukee Institute of Osteopathy, functioned for

(Numbers p. 180) The credentials of these schools wereabout three years.

questionable at best.

The state's first legitimate medical school, the Wisconsin College

of Physicians and Surgeons, opened in 1893 in Milwaukee, at 4th and Reservoir

It began as a joint stock company, but in 1906 abandoned the profit-Streets.

making motive and became a member of the Association of American Medical

(Numbers p. 180) It was soon followed by the Milwaukee MedicalColleges.

College and School of Dentistry, at 9th and Wells Streets, which opened in

September, 1894 and became affiliated with Marquette University in 1907.

(Med. Hist, p. 220) The Milwaukee Medical College experienced difficulty in

maintaining high academic standards and its academic ratings by the American

Medical Association finally slipped into the less than satisfactory category.
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The angry students left the Milwaukee Medical College en masse and enrolled at

the still accredited College of Physicians and Surgeons. This precipitated

the collapse of the Milwaukee Medical College and resulted in severe over-

crowding at Physicians and Surgeons. In 1913 Marquette University purchased

the financially-ailing College of Physicians and Surgeons and consolidated it

with the defunct Medical College. The resulting consolidation created a

school of medicine, of dentistry and a school of pharmacy. Within two years,

under the leadership of Dean Louis A. Jermain, the medical school received an

The medical school, although aligned with Marquette"A" rating from the AMA.

academically, maintained its own articles of assocation and was financially

(Hamilton p. 172) Classes were held at Trinity Hospital at 9thi ndependent.

and Wells Streets until 1930 when the building was demolished for the expan-

Thereafter, arrangements were madesi on of the public library and museum.

with the County Institutions, the Veterans Hospital at Wood and St. Joseph's

In order to qualifyHospital to provide training for the medical students.

The schoolfor state aid, the medical school and Marquette separated in 1970.

It is now located on thecontinues today as the Medical College of Wisconsin.

(Numbers pp. 182-183)County Institution grounds in Wauwatosa.
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7. RELIGION

The West Side has had a rich and varied religious history. Most major

religious denominations are represented with the exception of Judaism. The

various congregations reflected the general ethnic composition of the area. The

earliest church ministered to the spiritual needs of the English-speaking resi-

dents, who were the first to settle in the area. The influx of German settlers

lead to the establishment of numerous German language demoninations. As the West

Side entered its period of most intensive residential development in the 1880s,

numerous new congregations formed including German Lutheran, Baptist, Congrega-

tional and Methodist denominations to cater to the religious preferences of an

Since World War II new congregations haveincreasingly diverse population.

formed - some occupying the old churches of defunct 19th century congregations -

to minister to the religious preferences of the area's new Black population.

Some congregations such as Friedens or Bethlehem Lutheran have always been

neighborhood churches, while others, especially the Wisconsin Avenue churches

Remarkably, in view of Wisconsinhave tended to draw city-wide memberships.

Avenue's commercialization and the amount of demolition on the West Side, only

A summary of the histories of the variousfour churches have been razed.

denominations follows.

CATHOLIC

The Catholic Church on the West Side is represented by three active congre-

Gesu Church, St. George Byzantine Mel kite Church, and St.gations at present:

(See Also Education) All three were established in the lateEmeric's Church.

nineteenth or early twentieth centuries.
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Gesu Church

Gesu Church resulted from the merger of the St. Gall and Holy Name congre-

gations and has been intimately tied to the development of Marquette University.

St. Gall was the earlier of the churches, having been established in 1849.

Located downtown at the corner of Third and Michigan Streets, the church was

organized by Bishop Henni, the first Catholic Bishop in Milwaukee, to serve the

English speaking population that resided on the south and west sides of

The church was put under the care of the Jesuit order by the BishopMilwaukee.

From that point onward, the history of St. Gall was intimately linkedin 1855.

with the efforts to establish a Roman Catholic College in Milwaukee.

The two original Jesuits assigned to St. Gall were ultimately used for other

A new petition to the Provincial in 1856 resulted inthan educational purposes.

the arrival of Reverend Stanislaus Lalumiere and Cornelius O'Brien. Father

Lalumiere at once began work on a school, which he named St. Aloysius Academy.

Although intended as the foundation of an institute of higher education, it never

functioned as more than an elementary parochial school for St. Gall parish.

Father Lalumiere became pastor of St. Gall's in 1861.

St. Gall's small frame church had been outgrown by 1868 when a new brick

With a capacity of 1,000 persons, the new"Byzantine Style" structure was begun.

church cost $95,000 and was reputedly one of the largest and most costly in the

The old frame church was remodeled into a two-story structurestate at the time.

and used as a girl's school under the charge of the School Sisters of Notre Dame.

( Catholic Church in Wis. p. 26).

By 1890, encroaching commercial development and the congregation's general

dissatisfaction with the swampy site lead St. Gall to decide to relocate. The
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Archidocese decided that St. Gall should be merged with another parish, Holy

Name, and a new church be constructed for the combined congregations. Holy Name

had been established in the 1870's at 10th and State Streets. By the 1890's the

parish was under pressure from the burgeoning Marquette School, a Catholic

college preparatory school next door which desired the Holy Name property for

expansion. In June 1891 the trustees authorized an insurance agent to purchase

land for a new church on Wisconsin Avenue at a price not to exceed $300 per

Within a few months, the present site had been acquired from Winfieldfoot.

Smith at 12th Street at a cost of $30,000. In 1892 the old St. Gall's property

downtown was sold to Ephraim Mariner for $237,500. The church's move westward

coincided with the disastrous Third Ward fire of 1892 which forced St. Gall's

Irish population to relocate from the Third Ward to Tory Hill further west.

(Hamilton pp. 22-43, 47)

The Holy Name and St. Gall congregations were united under the name Gesu.

The cornerstone laying ceremony took place in 1893 and was one of the major

Milwaukeeevents in the history of 19th century Roman Catholicism Milwaukee.

architect H.C. Koch designed the huge, stone structure and dedication took place

on December 16, 1894 (MI 98-25). The new parish numbered approximately 700

An adjacent parochial school on 13th Street served about 700 studentsfamili es.

The school has since beenunder the charge of the School Sisters of Notre Dame.

demolished and the site is now part of Marquette University's campus, which grew

Gesu still serves as a Catholic parish forup around the Church in the 1900's.

West Side residents as well as for Marquette's University's large student

( Catholic Church in Wis. p. 28) With its upper and lower churchpopulation.

halls seating a total of 2,900 people, Gesu is the largest church in the city.

St. George Mel kite Byzantine
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St. George Mel kite Byzantine Church, located at 1617 West State Street, is

the only Byzantine-Melkite Church in Wisconsin (MI 71-24) St. George's serves

Milwaukee's Syrian-Lebanese community as a cultural as well as spiritual center.

The first Syrian immigrants arrived in Milwaukee in 1895 and formed a community

Thei r

In 1911 Archbishop Sebastianliturgy compelled them to form their own parish.

Messmer appointed the Reverend Timothy Jock to serve the congregation. The first

services took place in a former dance hall at 627 West State. In 1915 the

congregation purchased a house at 1615 West State and used it as a place of

On September 30, 1917, the cornerstone was laid for the present .worshi p.

The Milwaukee architecturebuilding, which was dedicated on December 23, 1917.

firm of Erhard Brielmaier and Sons designed the present church. In 1925 the

It continues to house its originalbuilding was enlarged to its present size.

congregation.

St. Emeric

The last of the three Catholic Churches on the West Side is St. Emeric,

located at the northwest corner of 17th State Street (MI 17-38). The congrega-

tion first met in an old house which was being used as a meeting hall for the

Emeric'sIn 1934, the former clubhouse became St.Syrian-American Club.

An auditorium was built on the site in the 1950's and the old house isChurch.

now used as the church rectory.

CONGREGATIONAL

The first services wereCongregationalism has a long history in Milwaukee.

Many ofheld in 1837, but this original congregation only met for a few months.

in the area bounded by Kilbourn, Highland, 6th and 20th Streets.

background in the Eastern Church plus their unfami 1 iar*ity with English or Latin



- 5 -

Congregationalists frequently worshipped

with Presbyterians in the early 19th century and eventually the churches actually

In 1841 twenty-sixunited to form a Presbyterian-Congregational Conference.

people, mostly members of the Presbyterian Society, invited Prairieville congre-

gational ist minister Reverend Otis F. Curtis to organize the First Congregational

Bethel Church (later Plymouth Congregational) in Milwaukee. ( Grand Avenue 100

years pp. 6-7)

A few years later when the First Presbyterian Church and First Congrega-

tional Church decided to prohibit abolitionist speakers from using their

Members withdrew fromchurches, dissatisfaction arose among the parishioners.

both churches to form their own church, the Free Congregational Church, in 1847.

This new group strongly believed that the oppressed should be heard and made

( Grand Avenue 100their pulpit available to all advocates of human freedom.

years pp. 6-8)

Grand Avenue Congregational t

The Free Congregational Church met initially in a rented building downtown

Subsequent relocations led to nameon Broadway, between Mason and Wells Streets.

changes in 1852 (Spring Street Congregational) and 1881 (Grand Avenue Congrega-

tional) ( Grand Avenue 100 years p. 9) ( Historical Sketch 1907 pp. 13-17) By

1887, the congregation was considering moving from its downtown location. Some

members felt that a separate new congregation should be established at the

western city limits and Grand Avenue Church should continue at its 6th and

Others thought that the church should relocate further westWisconsin location.

since 930 of its parishioners lived west of 6th Street while only 60 lived to the

The majority ruled and a parcel 120' by 176' was purchased on Wisconsineast.

its members moved to the village of Prairieville (Waukesha) while the remainder 

joined the Presbyterian congregation.
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Avenue near 22nd Street for $13,200. ( MS 1/31/1887. 8/1; 2/12/1887, 3/1)

Milwaukee architect E.T. Mix designed the new structure which was dedicated in

May of 1888 (MI 103-25) The building had a normal seating capacity of 1200 but

up to 1500 people could be accommodated upon demand. Through the 1940s Grand

Avenue's church auditorium was the largest of any Protestant church in the city.

( MS 4/21/1888, 4/6; Grand Avenue 100 years p. 52) By 1903, Grand Avenue ranked

as the second largest of Wisconsin's Congregational churches. The church still

houses its original congregation although it has dwindled in size in recent

years.

Grand Avenue Congregational has had a long history of social involvement.

The Milwaukee Female Seminary for young ladies was founded by Pastor Parson's

The school eventually merged with Downer College of Fox Lakewife Lucy in 1848.

( Grand Avenue 100 years p. 13)to form Milwaukee-Downer College in 1890.

Congregationalism on the whole was responsible for founding more colleges in the

United States in the early nineteenth century than any other organization.

( Grand Avenue 100 years p. 12) Temperance was required by the early covenants of

the church and Grand Avenue Congregational took the lead in this cause in 1850 by

hosting 1200 area residents in a protest against public drunkeness and violence.

( Sketch 1907 p. 14) Members of Grand Avenue Congregational also started the

Ladies Association for Aide of Military Hospitals in 1861 which grew into the

This group wascity-wide Ladies Soldiers Aid Society of Milwaukee in 1862.

responsible for the establishment of the National Soldiers Home at Wood,

( Grand Avenue 100 Years p.Wisconsin (VA Hospital today) after the Civil War.

33) From 1894 through March 1899, Grand Avenue’s West Side Literary Club

sponsored entertainments that included essays, music, tableaux and costume

Membership was open to all regardless of religious backgrounds.parti es.

( Sketch 1907 pp. 30-32)Attendance often reached 450 or more per meeting.
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Ecumenicism has long been an integral part of Grand Avenue's operation. In

1902 a joint Thanksgiving service, comprised of Christians and Jews, was held at

the church. It was believed to be the first such service held in Milwaukee. In

1945 a joint service was held with the Black congregation of St. Mark's African

( Grand Avenue 100 Years p. 23, 48) Grand Avenue has alsoMethodi st Church.

provided meeting facilities for other religious groups temporarily without

quarters such as the Finnish Congregational Church (1932) and more recently

Central Uni ted Methodi st (1980-1982). ( Grand Avenue 100 Years p. 52)

Pilgrim Congregational

Pilgrim Congregational Church grew out of Grand Avenue Church's 1887 dispute

Some thirty-three members seceeded from Grand Avenueover where to relocate.

Holton, Horace Story, James Holton and William Millard.among which were E.D.

The dissidents, who felt that a separate congregation should be established at

the western city limits, met initially at St. James Mission at 30th Street and

( MSWest Michigan in a building provided rent free by the Merrill Estate.

5/12/1887 3/2) In 1889 they relocated to their own church at the northwest corner

of 28th.Street and Wisconsin Avenue (MI 101-12) Prominent Milwaukee architect

( MS 8/27/1887 3/1) Proximity toFerry designed the new structure.George B.

the newly relocated Grand Avenue Church posed a continual obstacle to increased

In January of 1916 Pilgrim and Grand Avenue consolidated ( Grandmembershi p.

Avenue 100 Years pp. 24-25) A number of years later a new Pilgrim Congregational

Church formed at 4322 West North Avenue to minister to the growing population on

the city's north side, but it was not related to the original Pilgrim

(Houses of Worship 1975 Survey).Congregational Church.

LUTHERAN
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Lutheranism has historically been the West Side's predominant Protestant

denomination with the greatest number of church structures. The growth of

Lutheranism, with a few exceptions, is closely related to the rise of the German-

speaking community in Milwaukee.

The origins of Lutheranism in Milwaukee can be traced to 1817 when King

Frederick Wilhelm of Prussia formed a union of the Lutheran and Reformed chqrches

Many Germans opposed thisand patterned it outwardly on the Church of England.

forced ecumenicity and decided to emigrate to the new world. Milwaukee's first

large influx of Lutherans occurred in 1839 with the arrival of Johann Andreas

Grabau and 800 German religious dissidents.

Milwaukee's Germans settled on the West Side in the central business dis-

Dissatisfactiontrict for the most part and promptly established congregations.

with doctrine and disputes over church administration soon produced dissident

Two major organizations emergedfactions among these early Milwaukee Lutherans.

a result, the Wisconsin Synod and the Missouri Synod, both of which wereas

active on the West Side.

Lutheranism was a strong conservative force in maintaining traditional

German customs and language in Milwaukee. For example, the Lutheran Church in

Milwaukee retained its German language services throughout the 19th and well into

Perhaps the greatest challenge to traditional Lutheranthe 20th centuries.

with the introduction of English-speaking worship inchurch practice came about

Although other churches subsequently patterned1890 at Redeemer Lutheran.

the transition to English was slow to gainthemselves after Redeemer,

In 1919 only 25% of Lutheran services were conducted in Englishpopul ari ty.
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while the remainder retained German. By 1930, English was used in 47% of

Lutheran services, but it took until 1946 for the percentage to reach 70%.

( Heritage p. 24)

St. Paul's Lutheran

Today's St. Paul's Church (American Lutheran Church - ALC) was originally

named St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church. It is the oldest of Milwaukee's

Lutheran congregations although it did not move to the West Side until 1917. An

outgrowth of the pioneer Grabau settlers, the congregation was organized on

September 26, 1841 by Pastor L.F. Krause who had been sent for by Grabau to serve

Milwaukee, as well as a congregation in Friestadt (Ozaukee County) and Kirchhayn

(Watrous, Memoirs p. 348; Houses of Worship 1975 Survey)(Washington County).

After movingSt. Paul's formal constitution was adopted on January 9, 1869.

to four different locations, the congregation finally settled at 7th and Galena

In 1917, the church sold theirStreets where it remained from 1870 to 1917.

buildings to a Croatian religious group for $23,500. St. Paul's then purchased

the former property of the Pilgrim Congregational Church at 28th Street and

Wisconsin Avenue for $6,375. (MI 101-12) (See Congregational Churches) St. Paul's

(Houses offirst service was held in the new building on October 14, 1917.

Worship 1975 Survey)

Dissatisfaction with the small frame church led to major alterations in

The church interior was reoriented from east-west to north-south, curved1932.

pews were installed, a choir was placed in a balcony behind the altar screen and

The exterior walls were clad withthe seating capacity was increased to 500.

The alterations were planned byBurlington sunset stone with limestone trim.

Conrad Schmitt executed new stained glass windows.architect Hugo Logemann.
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Dedication of the remodelled church took place on May 14, 1933. A new parish

house and parsonage, also designed by Hugo Logemann, were dedicated on October

(Houses of Worship 1975 Survey) The church still houses St. Paul's26, 1952.

Congregation.

Our Savior's Lutheran

Our Savior's Lutheran (ALC) is also an old congregation that only compara-

This Norwegian church was organizedtively recently relocated to the West Side.

in 1856-1857 and was officially registered by the state in 1858. Its first

services were held at a German Lutheran church at South 5th and West Scott

The congregation built their own south side structure in 1859 on WestStreets.

In 1868 the church moved back toLapham between South 7th and South 8th Streets.

the South 5th and Scott Streets building where it stayed until the mid-twentieth

Services were held in Norwegian until 1943. Construction of thecentury.

present church at 3022 West Wisconsin was begun in 1951 and completed in 1954 (MI

The architect, Hugo Hauser, died while the work was in progress and the101-21).

(Houses of Worship) Thefirm of Grassold and Johnson continued after him.

congregation still inhabits the structure.

Bethlehem Lutheran

Bethlehem Lutheran (Missouri Synod) has the distinction of continually

It was the first Lutheran church to locate onremaining at its original site.

In 1882 Trinity Lutheran, mother church of the Missouri Synod inthe West Side.

Wisconsin, established a school mission on the West Side to serve the growing

The location of the mission school was determined by the 1883population there.

donation of two lots at the corner of McKinley Blvd, and 24th Place by John Koch

In 1886 the first church services were held in the schooland John Pritzlaff.

and the newly formed congregation determined to build a church. In preparation
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for the construction of the church, the school building was moved west a half

block in 1887. The new church on the former school site was dedicated on August

It was built at a cost of $8,000.20, 1888. The new congregation of 93 members

( Trinity 100th p. 43) A parsonage wascalled itself Bethlehem Lutheran.

constructed in 1889 at 1321 North 24th Place at a cost of $2,683 with brick

(Seeallegedly salvaged from a stable building at the nearby Lynde estate.

Health Care - Misericordia) (Houses of Worship 1975 Survey) (MI 78-9)

By 1898 the congregation had mushroomed to 1533 members and major altera-

The 1888 structure was moved to thetions to the church were deemed necessary.

rear 30 feet of the lot, enlarged with the addition of transepts and veneered

with brick, greatly increasing its capacity. Cornelius Leenhouts and Frank J.

Voith were the architects for the remodelling project, which cost about $7,000.

(Houses ofDedication of the rebuilt structure took place on August 21, 1898.

Worship 1975 Survey) (MI 79-29)

Subsequent redecorations in 1938 and 1955 have altered the interior by the

A new school wasaddition of a new altar, baptismal font, sacristy and windows.

built in the 1890's, but a major renovation in 1956 has resulted in its present

(Houses of Worship 1975 Survey) The church still houses its originalappearance.

(Houses ofcongregation, although by 1975 membership had dwindled to 550.

Worship 1975 Sruvey)

Redeener Evangelical Lutheran

In many ways, Redeemer Lutheran is the most noteworthy of the West Side

Begun as Milwaukee's first English-speaking LutheranLutheran congregations.

congregation, Redeemer's pioneering efforts inspired congregations throughout

southeast Wisconsin to switch from German to English language services.
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The movement to establish an English language Lutheran congregation dates

back to 1868 at least when Dr. William Passavant of Milwaukee/Passavant Hospital

(See Health Care) requested Reverend V.B. Christy to canvas Milwaukee to see if

there would be enough interest to establish an English language Lutheran

Congregation under the auspices of the Pittsburgh Synod. Other church business,

( Heritage pp. 11-12)however, kept Reverend Christy from undertaking the task.

No further activity occured until Pastor William Keller Frick arrived in

Frick had previously served aMilwaukee in 1889, from Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

Swedish-American community in Minnesota as Professor of English Literature and

Language, but strongly desired his children to participate in English services.

Frick's early services were conducted in the chapel at Milwaukee Hospital where

( Heritage p. 5, 13)Passavant encouraged his use of English.Dr.

On January 5, 1890 a congregation was formed with the name of Evangelical

( Heritage p. 14) The original congregation metLutheran Church of the Redeemer.

On August 19, 1890 the congregationat Campbell's Hall on Wisconsin Avenue.

broke ground for a new chapel on 16th Street between Wisconsin Avenue and Wells

The structure was designed by Milwaukee architect W.A Holbrook and costStreet.

about $4-5,000. ( Heritage p. 16-19) Redeemer was in the vanguard of the move

In 1893 there were only 100 Englishtoward English language Lutheran services.

Lutheran congregations with 12,000 members in the entire geographic area covered

Redeemerby Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Dakotas.

was the first English-speaking Lutheran congregation in Wisconsin.

( Heritage p. 13,23).

At the time of its organization, Redeemer was one of ten Lutheran churches

located west of the.Milwaukee River and the twentieth Lutheran church in the
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( Heritage p. 11, 13) Redeemer, however, differed from most other Lutherancity.

churches. For one thing, Redeemer did not establish a parochial school, a

significant departure from the practises of other churches, which viewed Lutheran

elementary education as a necessary service. It did offer a Sunday School,

however, consciously adopting methods used by other English churches. Redeemer

also provided Sunday evening services and regular Wednesday evening services.

( Heritage p. 19,Redeemer's congregation was drawn from many ethnic groups.

21) Within a short time Swedes, Germans, Norwegians and Pennsylvania Germans

( Hertitage p. 23).attended services at Redeemer.

A desire to move away from a noxious livery stable across the street

In 1911, the church Trusteesprompted a search for a new site beginning in 1909.

finally agreed to purchase for $12,360 a 90' x 180' lot from Henry Schoellkopf

situated at the southwest corner of 19th Street and West Wisconsin Avenue.

( Heritage p. 48, 55) Construction began on a new church in 1915 and it was

The new structure, of modified Gothic design,dedicated on February 18, 1917.

was designed by William H. Schuchardt, brother-in-law to Henry Schoellkopf (MI

104-9) ( Heritage p. 55) The design reflected both Pastor Frick's desire for an

honest expression of Gothic design as well as the French architecture studied by

Schuchardt during the two trips to Europe he made while working on theMr.

project ( Heritage pp. 55-56). The Parish House adjoining the church was

enlarged in 1952 but, other than that, few changes have been made in the

( Heritage p. 102).structure.

Locating to Wisconsin Avenue was a daring move for the church. Redeemer was

the first Lutheran church to build there, although it was soon followed by St.

By choosing the Avenue as the site for theirPaul's some eight months later.

building, Redeemer's congregation firmly established itself as a city-wide church
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and placed Lutheranism prominently among the other English - speaking denomina-

( Heritage p. 11).tions along the Avenue.

Redeemer's work was far reaching. In Milwaukee it sponsored the founding of

the Holy Cross and Mt. Olive congregations as well as Epiphany (1905), Reforma-

tion (1908), Lake Park (1911) and Resurrection( 1915) and influenced two south

side churches to make the transition to English services. ( Heritage p. 23, 34)

Redeemer was also the mother church for English language congregations in Racine

(Holy Communion 1898, Atonement 1909), Madison (Lutheran Memorial 1907), Kenosha

(Grace 1901), Beloit (Atonement 1905), Cedarburg (Church of Advent 1904), and

Oshkosh (St. John's 1907).

As with other West Side churches, membership has declined at Redeemer in

recent years from a high of 1380 in 1952 to 1248 in 1962. In that latter year

85% of the members lived a minimum of five miles away from their church indicting

that the flight to the suburbs was taking its toll on the congregation as members

Although Redeemer has maintained its citywide member-joined suburban churches.

ship in recent years, it has ministered increasingly to neighborhood residents.

( Heritage pp. 120-121)

Hope Lutheran

The last of the Lutheran churches to be established in the project area was

Hope Lutheran, now loated at 1135 North 35th Street (MI 118-23) Inspired by the

Hope began as a small German Missouri Synod congrega-example set by Redeember.

In 1906 the congregation worshipped at a smalltion with English services.

In the early 1920s, however, a majority ofchapel at 35th and Cherry streets.

the membership voted to join the Wisconsin Synod, and merged with a group from

Lebanon Church to build a new church at Center Street and Sherman Boulevard.Mt.
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( Wise Men , note p. 211) The remaining twelve families of the Hope congregation

regrouped in 1924 as a mission of the South Wisconsin District Mission Board and

( Hope pp. 3-5)began a vigorous membership campaign.

Since the congregation was comprised chiefly of working class and lower

middle class families, fund raising efforts to build a new church proceeded

The former Matthew Carpenter house at 35th Street and Highland Boulevardsi owly.

(MI 118-24) A basement church was constructed andwas finally purchased in 1945.

dedicated in January, 1950 with the intention of building an upper church as

The former Carpenter mansion served as the pastor's livingfunds permitted.

( Hope p. 8) The decisionquarters, study, secretary's office and meeting area.

on whether or not to build the upper church over the basement church caused

considerable dissension in the congregation and resulted in the eventual exodus

The handsome Gothic style superstructure was eventuallyof some members.

completed in 1958 to the plans of architect E.R. Steubenbach

EPISCOPALIAN

The Episcopal church is represented on the West Side today by only one

A second congregation, St. Stephen's, functioned fromcongregation, St. James.

1892 through 1949 when it was replaced by an Episcopal city mission that operated

Many of the city's early Yankee settlers were Episcopalians and manyuntil 1967.

St. James parishioners were prominent in Milwaukee's economic and political life

including James Kneeland, a real estate developer, and millionaire financier

Mitchell, though raised a Presbyterian, found it moreAlexander Mitchel 1.

convenient to patronize St. James, which was located directly across the street

from his residence, and donated about one third of the cost of erecting the

( Hist, of Milwaukee 1881 p. 107, National Register Nomination Form,church.

1978).
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The history of the early Episcopal church in Milwaukee is somewhat obscure

and the dates given for the first services range from 1835 to 1838. St. Paul's

Church, on the East Side, however, is clearly the oldest congregation in the city

and became the mother church for other parishes on the south, east and west

St. James, an off-shoot of St. Paul's, was founded in 1850 to serve thesides.

(Watrous, pp. 341-344).area west of the Milwaukee River.

St. Janes Episcopal

The first services were held in 1850 in the store of Increase A. Lapham,

St. James' first church building, at WisconsinWisconsin's pioneer scientist.

Avenue and Second Street, was a small, Greek Revival style structure that had

been built in 1843 for the Unitarian Society after plans by George Guyld of

After acquiring the building in 1851, St. James moved.it to aMassachussetts.

lot near 9th Street and Wisconsin, on land donated by James Kneeland. Since this

was the site of an old cemetery, the graves had to be removed and the bodies

reinterred at St. Paul's newly opened Forest Home Cemetery on the city's south

Enlarged and remodeled over the year's, this original structure served theside.

( 2congregation for a variety of purposes until it was demolished in the 1920s.

Episcopal Churches pp. 41-43)

Construction of the present church was prompted by the acquisition of

another lot to the west of the original, also a gift from Kneeland. Ground was

broken in May, 1867 and the new church was completed on St. James Day, 1868. The

addition of furnishings and glass and completion of the tower and spire was not

A disastrous fire on December 31, 1872accomplished until January, 1871.

necessitated the almost complete reconstruction of the structure to the original

St. James was reopened inplans of Detroit architect Gordon William Lloyd.

1

moved.it
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In 1899 the parish house was constructed to provide a chapel,April, 1874.

offices, parlor meeting and dining rooms for the parish. St. James is the

Episcopal denomination's oldest surviving church in Milwaukee and the oldest

stone church in the city (MI 98-16). It still houses its original congregation

and for many years has maintained a ministry to downtown Milwaukee with a special

deaf congregation, chapaincy work in the County court system and chaplaincy work

( 3 Episcopal Churches pp. 41-43;among the students at Marquette University.

National Register Nomination Form, 1978)

St. Stephens Episcopal

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church was founded in 1891 and served the western

(Watrous p. 348) From its founding until 1911,most reaches of the West Side.

the congregation worshipped in a building at the southwest corner of 28th Street

In 1912, St. Stephen's moved to the former Washingtonand West Wisconsin Avenue.

Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church building located at 27th and Wells streets.

The Methodists sold this property, which had been built in 1884, to St.

St. Stephen's occupied the building untilStephen's for $16,200 (See Methodist).

1949 when the congregation became defunct and the building was taken over by the

(GurdaEpiscopal City Mission and Neighborhood House, a social service agency.

After several years of vacancy, thep. 136). These operated until 1967.

(Houses of Worship 1975 Survey; Citybuilding was demolished in 1970.

Di rectori es).

PRESBYTERIAN

Like St. James Episcopal Church, the West Side's only Presbyterian congrega-

tion, Calvary, was established to serve the needs of the areas early Yankee

The First Presbyterian church in Milwaukee had been founded by thesettlers.

Services were held for the 18 members in theReverend Cutting Marsh in 1837.
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county courthouse for a few years until ( History of Milwaukee 1881 p. 826) the

congregation was declared illegal because it failed to comply with the State

The congregation reorganized in 1840 and met briefly as the Firststatutes.

Presbyterian Society at 2nd and Wells Street prior to building a permanent

structure at the corner of East State and Milwaukee streets on the East Side in

( History of Milwaukee 1881 pp. 827-828) By 1849 Milwaukee's burgeoning1842.

population necessitated the establishment of a second church, North Presbyterian,

at North Milwaukee and East State streets.

Calvary Presbyterian

By 1869, the West Side residents wanted their own church . As a result,

John Plankinton, H.H. West, Joseph B. Bradford and A.B. Cleaver resigned from the

At a meeting held inoriginal First Presbyterian Church to form a new church.

Its initial membership included 51 persons originally from FirstCal vary.

John Plankinton, James B. BradfordPresbyterian and 12 from North Presbyterian.

and Samuel C. West, all wealthy businessmen, were elected the first officers.

pp. 829-831)( History of Milwaukee 1881

Calvary first met in the old Greek Revival style structure previously used

The building was sold back to St. James when theJames Episcopal.by St.

( History ofcurrent Calvary was completed in 1870 at a cost of $60,000.

Milwaukee 1881 p. 832) The size and opulence of the new Gothic style structure

testament to the affluence of the fledgling congregation, which was drawnwas a

The church continues to house the much reduced infrom the city's Yankee elite.

size descendent of its original congregation (MI 98-18).

METHODIST

March of 1869, a new Presbyterian society was established with the name of
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Grand Avenue Methodist Episcopal

West Side Methodism was represented by both German and English-speaking

congregations. Methodism is believed to be the oldest continuously active

Protestant denomination in Milwaukee, with the first services being held in May

The Milwaukee Mission, as it was first known, was established under theof 1835.

jurisdiction of the Illinois Conference and by the close of 1836 had 53 members.

The fledgling congregation first occupied a former carpenter's shop at the

The legal organization ofsoutheast corner of North Water and Clybourn streets.

the church came about in July of 1837 and the congregation called itself the

( Grand Avenue ME p. 7).Methodist-Episcopal Church of Milwaukee.

Over the years the church relocated numerous times, but did not move west of

After years of occupying modest quarters, thethe Milwaukee River until 1845.

congregation erected an elaborate church designed by Milwaukee architect E.T. Mix

at the southwest corner of 5th Street and Wisconsin Avenue in 1871 at a cost of

When today’s Wisconsin Avenue was renamed from Spring street (its$60,000.

original name) to Grand Avenue, the congregation renamed itself the Grand Avenue

( Grand Avenue M-E p. 7).Methodist Episcopal Church.

As the mother church of Milwaukee Methodism, it remained at the above

location until commercial encroachment prompted the congregation to sell its

increasingly valuable property in 1906 for $175,000. The congregation then

purchased three lots on the north side of Wisconsin Avenue between 10th and 11th

A new church designed by Milwaukee architects Leenhouts andStreets for $93,000.

( Grand Avenue M-E pp. 33-35). TheGuthrie, was dedicated on April 12, 1908.

congregation remained there until 1969 when the church was demolished to permit

At that time the congregationthe construction of the North-South Freeway.

merged with Wesley Methodist to form Central United Methodist.
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Central United Methodist

A second Methodist congregation was established on the West Side in 1883 by

the Milwaukee City Mission and Extension Society of the Methodist-Episcopal

Church. Dissatisfied with the slow rate of growth of English Methodism in

Milwaukee, the group purchased several lots at the corner of 27th and Wells

streets for $2,200 and erected a small church in 1884. The new church was named

the Washington Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church ( 100 Years of Methodism p. 34;

Houses of Worship 1975 Survey).

In 1904 a Mrs. Ormsby purchased property at 25th Street and Wisconsin Avenue

for $17,500 and deeded it to the church trustees on the condition that a new

This was soon accomplished and in 1905, upon thechurch be built on the site.

dedication of the new church, the congregation renamed itself the Wesley

The new building designed by Turnbull and Jones,Methodist Episcopal Church.

The old church at 27th and Wellsfeatured a magnificent stained glass dome.

(Seestreets was subsequently sold to St. Stephens Episcopal Church for $16,200.

Episcopal Churches) (Houses of Worship, 1975 Survey).

In 1969 Wesley Methodist and Grand Avenue Methodist Episcopal merged when

At that point thethe latter's building was demolished for freeway construction.

congregation renamed itself the Central United Methodist Church of Milwaukee and

( MJ May 27,continued meeting in the old Wesley Church at 25th and Wisconsin.

1980).

By 1980, the old sandstone church building at 25th Street and Wisconsin was

deemed too costly to repair and heat and, after a sale of all fixtures, was

A new concrete, earth-sheltered, solar-heated structure of ultrademolished.
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(MI 103-3) Designed by William Wenzler andmodern design was built in its place.

dedicated March 21, 1982 ( MJ May 27, 1980) ItAssociates, the new church was

continues to house the Central Methodist Congregation.

Methodism served German speaking congregations as well as English-speaking

German Methodism began in the 1830s and increased steadily until the closeones.

A special Northwest German Conference was set-up to coordinateof the Civil War.

church work in Illinois, Wisconsin and the Northwest Territories. By 1916, out

of the 21 Methodist churches in Milwaukee, 12 were English, 6 were German, 1 was

( Grand Avenue ME p. 32). It was notSwedish, 1 was Norwegian and 1 was Polish.

( 100 Yearsuntil 1933 that the German and the English conferences consolidated.

of Methodism p. 30).

First German Methodist Episcopal (Highland Avenue Church)

The mother church of German Methodism in Milwaukee was First German

Methodist Episcopal Church at 2026 West Highland. (MI 69-7) The congregation was

established in 1846 at a site on the banks of the Milwaukee River south of the

In 1848 a brick church was built on North 5thpresent Ki 1 bourn Avenue bridge.

Street, but it was replaced with a new brick sanctuary in 1872 at the southeast

This structure was sold to thecorner of West Juneau Avenue and 11th Street.

adjacent Pabst Brewing Company in 1896 when the congregation moved further west

to the corner of 21st Street and Highland Avenue to a new church designed by

It subsequently changed its name to Highland Avenue ChurchCrane and Barkhausen.

This church wasand began to serve the community with English-language services.

After World War I itresponsible for the founding of five other congregations.

merged with the former congregation of Third German Methodist church and the

( 100 years ofresulting congregation met in the Highland Avenue Church.

Methodism p. 31).
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In the 1960s the Highland Avenue Church disbanded in the face of a dwindling

congregation and a rapidly changing neighborhood. The building subsequently

reverted to the Methodist Episcopal Conference. Attempts to convert the church

into a community center were unsuccessful and it was eventually occupied by a

In 1970 a new congregation, the Church for all People, movedBlack congregation.

A few years later it merged with a Black Methodistinto the building.

congregation to become the Solomon Community Temple, which still occupies the

(Notes Wisconsin Inventory of Historicfine old Highland Avenue Church.

Places).

BAPTIST

The first Baptist church in Wisconsin was founded in 1828 as a mission to

the Brothertown Indians and occupied a site on the east side of Lake Winnebago.

( Bapitst Centennial p. 18) Milwaukee's first congregation was founded on the

This BaptistSouth Side in 1836, but lapsed after the departure of its minister.

( History ofcongregation was revived in 1841 by the Home Mission Society.

p. 838) The reorganized congregation, known as the FirstMilwaukee 18881

Baptist Church, built a church on the southeast corner of East Wisconsin Avenue

p. 838)( History of Milwaukee 1881 In 1857, the con-and Milwaukee Street.

gregation's West Side residents split from this group, but rejoined it in 1865.

The reunited church was renamed the Union Baptist Church and built a new

(Conard p. 224;structure on Jefferson Street between State and Juneau streets.

p. 866)Gregory, History 1931

West Side Baptist Tabernacle
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In 1867, twelve members of the Union Baptist Church seceded and formed their

own congregation. The adopted the articles of faith and convenant known as the

New Hampshire Confession and called themselves the Sycamore Street Baptist

For five years this group occupied the church that had been vacated byChurch.

the first West Side Baptist congregation in 1865 after it became part of the

In 1872 the Sycamore Baptists rented a church at 7thUnion Baptist Church.

Street and West Wisconsin, which they eventually purchased. Subsequently, the

church changed its name successively to Second Baptist (1873), to Spring Street

Baptist Church (1875), and to Grand Avenue Baptist Church (1879). (Conard p.

224).

The encroaching commercialization of Wisconsin Avenue prompted the congre-

Lots were purchased at 17th and Wells Streetsgation to consider moving in 1885.

and a new building was constructed at a cost of $56,000 in 1887. The church was

( MS 10/17/1957). Atmodeled after the famed Spurgeon Tabernacle in London.

this point the congregation numbered 397 members and averaged about 200 partici-

The Westside Baptist Tabernacle, as the congregation nowpants at Sunday School.

called itself, proudly installed a $6,000 pipe organ in 1893. (Conard p. 225,

229).

In 1913 the Westside Tabernacle became the headquarters of the Wisconsin

Prior to this, the headquarters had moved from FoxBaptist State Convention.

( Baptist Centennial p. 71). The buildingLake to Delevan and then Wauwatosa.

housed the convention and the Tabernacle Congregation up through the 1950's.

In the 1940's white cement paint was applied to the brick exterior, but

later in 1957, a major redecoration was proposed in honor of the congregation's

It was to have included sandblasting of the exterior to remove90th anniversary.
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( MS 10/19/1957)the white paint from the brick. A fire on November 26, 1957

damaged the structure, but the congregation remained at the site until 1967 when

( Beertownit moved elsewhere. The old building was subsequently demolished.

p. 57, City Directories).Blazes

Zion Rock Mission Baptist

The Zion Rock Mission Baptist Church, formerly the Guilding Light Baptist

Church, is the sole remaining Baptist congregation. Housed in a former Pabst

tavern, it is typical of the storefront central city churches that have arisen in

older northern cities to fulfill the religious needs of southern blacks since

The tavern operated through 1958, and after remaining vacant for aWorld War II.

number of years was first occupied by the Padon Missionary Baptist Chruch and

later by the Guiding Light Baptist Church before Zion Rock took occupancy in

(MI 81-5)1982.

CHRISTIAN SCIENTIST

Milwaukee played an important part in the history of the Christian Science

Research indicates that Milwaukee wasreligious movement in the United States.

only the third city in America in which a Christian Scientist Association was

The movement traces itsorganized after those in Lynn and Boston, Massachusetts.

origins to Lynn where it was established by Mary Baker Eddy in 1866.

came into the possession of Dr. Silas J. and Mrs. Jenny E. Sawyer ofScriptures

After receiving instruction from Mrs. Eddy the dentist and his wifeMilwaukee.

subsequently established the Wisconsin Metaphysical Institute for healing and

educational purposes and later, in 1884, Mrs. Eddy instructed them to organize

The Wisconsin Association'sthe Christian Scientists Association of Wisconsin.

1

In 1883 a copy of Mary Baker Eddy's Science and Health, with Key to the
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name was subsequently changed to Students Christian Scientist Association, No. 11

in 1886, when the Christian Science Movement became organized on a national

The charter, authorizing the Association to operate under the new name,1evel.

is currently displayed in what is now Sixth Church of Christ Scientist, 1036

North Van Buren, along with the charter granted the Metaphysical Institute by the

State of Wisconsin.

In 1889 the Association incorporated a church organization called Church of

Christ Scientist, which was subsequently changed to First Church of Christ,

In 1901 the congregration decided to build anScientist, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Compl eteedifice on the East Side at what is now 1036 North Van Buren Street.

Therecords of the pioneer work done since 1884 were sealed in the cornerstone.

Gothic style building, completed in 1902, was designed by local architect Elmer

Grey.

Although the Wisconsin's Christian Science movement began in Milwaukee, the

first edifice built specifically to house a Christian Science Society was a

Erected in 1886 and still in use, this buildingsmall, frame church in Oconto.

While severalwas the first of its kind not only in Wisconsin, but in the world.

Christian Science churches had been established in different parts of the United

States prior to 1886, none of them, including the Mother Church in Boston, had

erected its own church edifice.

Between 1892 and 1903, the Second, Third, and Fourth Churches of Christ,

Scientist were formed in various parts of Milwaukee, but by 1906 they had all

As a result, the congregation grew too large for themerged with First Church.

A minoritybuilding on Van Buren Street and, in 1907, it was offered for sale.

of dissenting members, including the original pioneers of the church, incor-
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porated as the Christian Science Society of Milwaukee, received recognition from

The Mother Church in Boston, and purchased the original church edifice on Van

Buren. Much later, in 1937, the Society applied for, and was granted, the title

of Sixth Church of Christ, Scientist, Milwaukee, Wiscoinsin which explains why

the oldest Christian Science church building in this city houses the most

recently designated church.

After selling the church building on Van Buren Street to the dissenters who

left the congregation, the homeless First Church held services in the Pabst

completed in 1909. Although this monumental, classical structure, designed by

the respected architect, S. S. Beman of Chicago, could accomodate 1,200 persons,

the rapidly-increasing congregation had outgrown this building before it was even

finished.

Second Church of Christ Scientist

The first of the spin-off congregations from First Church was Second Church

of Christ, Scientist, Milwaukee, organized and incorporated in 1909. Steadily

increasing attendance at its services, which were held in Plankington Hall of the

Milwaukee Auditorium, led to the erection of the present church building at 2722

West Highland Boulevard. (MI 107-28) This structure, designed by Carl Barkhausen

of Milwaukee and completed in 1914, is classical in style and is vaguely reinini-

The building cost $135,000 and had a seatingscent of the Roman Pantheon.

capacity of 1450 persons. By 1917 even these accomodations proved inadequate and

eventually three new congregations were formed in Milwaukee.

In recent years the Christian Science movement in Milwaukee has experienced

a decline. Second Church is currently for sale and its members have dispersed to

Theater until a new edifice, at what is now 1451 North Prospect Avenue, was
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other congregations.

EVANGELICAL

Friedens United Church of Christ

The Evangelical denomination, now the United Church of Christ, was intro-

duced to Milwaukee in 1869 as a result of missionary work for the Evangelical

movement by the Reverend William Kampmeier. Some forty people attended this

first missionary meeting, which took place at First Presbyterian Church.

Afterwards eight members from Grace Lutheran Church decided to form a German-

( History oflanguage Evangelical congregation under the name Friedens.

p.945; Friedens History ).Milwaukee 1881

In 1871 the young congregation voted to join the German Evangelical Synod of

North America. It was the first congregation in Milwaukee to do so. The German

Evangelical Synod had formed as the union of the Lutheran Reformed Churches

( History of Milwaukee 1881 p. 945). In 1934 the remaining independent

Evangelical and Reformed churches merged to become the Evangelical and Reformed

Church' which in turn merged in 1957 with a branch of the Congregationalists to

(undated letter, Pastor Herbert J.form the present United Church of Christ.

Huebschmann on History of Friedens).

Friedens first church, a small frame building, was constructed at the north-

west corner of 12th Lane and Juneau Avenue on a lot donated by church founder

The site had previously been part of a cemetery located betweenFrederick Mayer.

Juneau, Vliet, 12th Lane and 15th Street originally known as the Gruenhagen

Cemetary but later called the Second Ward Cemetary. It was used by various

German Protestant churches pa-rticulary Grace Lutheran and St. John's Lutheran
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churches. The site was at the edge of town when the cemetery was established.

Construction on the first church began in May of 1869 and was dedicated in

A school hall (1870) and parsonage (1871) were soon added toOctober of 1870.

the complex.

By 1881 when church membership had grown to over 100 families and the school

had an enrollment of 96 students, the original church and school structures

( History of Milwaukee 1881 p. 945). Mr. Mayer, inproved to be too small.

exchange for the return of his old lot, gave Friedens two parcels at what is now

Thirteenth Street had been cutthe northeast corner of 13th and Juneau streets.

through the old cemetery by the city in 1874 when it was subdivided into house

The burials had been moved to St. John's cemetery at Hopkins and 20thlots.

Friedens moved their frame church to the new corner lot in 1882 andStreets.

A room was attached to the rear to house the growing parochialenlarged it.

( Friedens History ).school and various church societies.

Various improvements were made to the old building over the years with the

addition of an organ (1883), inside plumbing (1890) and gas lights (1892). A lot

north of the church was acquired and the present Fellowship Hall, designed by

Crane and Barkhausen, was built in 1896 at a cost of nearly $6,000. The

parochial school was discontinued in 1899 but Sunday School classes were

( Friedens History ).maintained.

In 1905, a new church, designed by Milwaukee architects Jacobi and Dohmens,

was constructed on the site of the old building at a cost of $42,000.

Interestingly, excavations for the new structure unearthed many graves including

a particularly old skull in which was imbedded a stone arrow. (MI 81-16) While

work was proceding on the church, the parsonage was moved to its current site
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(Houses offormal evening school. By 1944 the school was operating full time.

Worshi p 1975 Survey).

The school and church together purchased the sizable old Yale estate at 29th

and State Street (Faries House) in 1950 and began construction of a new church on

Work was completed in 1951 at a cost of $110,000. M.D. Hetheringtonthe site.

The remainder of the Yale estate including the oldof Chicago was the architect.

(See Education) TheFaries House was sold to neighboring Concordia College.

Milwaukee Bible Institute subsequently moved to Grand Rapids, Michigan and

changed its name to Grace Bible College.

In 1970 the by then heavily South Side suburban congregation purchased land

in West Allis for a new church, parsonage and school located between 117th and

Since 1979 the Utopian Pentecostal Church of God in118th on Cleveland Street.

Christ Inc. has occupied the church at 2925 West State Street.
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north of the church. Subsequently additional property was purchased by the

church to the north and to the east making Friedens owner of about one quarter of

( Friedens History ).the block.

Friedens was a highly active congregation in evangelical and social work.

It was the mother church for all subsequent Milwaukee area Evangelical Churches

and initiated the Salem (1883) and Bethel (1911) congregations. Friedens esta-

blished a Ladies Missionary Society which sponsored two young churchmen in Africa

(Ghana) as missionaries. Friedens was also responsible for the establishment of

Deaconess Hospital and the church's former pastor, John L. Haack, served as the

(See Health Care) Like Grand Avenue Congregational,hospital's superintendent.

Friedens has made its facilities available for use by other organizations

including the Hungarian Church, the Quakers, the Fellowship of Reconciliation of

During the Depression, the congregation setMilwaukee and various peace groups.

up an employment agency and provided food and clothing for area residents. More

recently the congregation has been active in encouraging neighborhood

revitalization on the West Side.

INDEPENDENT

Fundamental Bible Church

The West Side had one independent Protestant church, the Fundamental Bible

Church, located at 2925 West State Street. (Mi 124-11) It began shortly after

World War I as a result of the efforts of the Wisconsin Bible Conference

A bible class was organized in 1927 and met in various rented hallsAssociation.

This class evolved into the Fundamental Bible Church in 1932.and churches.

Services were held in Arion Hall downtown at 780 North Jackson street and later

Property was purchased at Northat the Fine Arts Building on East Wells Streets.

26th Street and Hadley in 1935 as a site for the Milwaukee Bible Institute, a
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SOCIAL AND POLITICAL MOVEMENTS8.

Voluntary organizations, intellectual societies and social groups flou-

rished in Milwaukee during the last two decades of the 19th century and the early

growing population and the diminishing supply of open space created new demands and

Formal social clubs and women's organizationsnew solutions to leisure activity.

differed in certain respects, however, from the neighborhood recreational club.

Generally, the patrons of these organizations were drawn from the highest income

groups and viewed these organizations as a means of conveying exclusivity and

One study has seen the establishement of club life asstatus to their activities.

transmission of accepted social, cultural and economic values to other residents of

the city and were a way to import property forms of class behavior to children and

At a more pragmaticthosely newly arrived in the world of wealth and leisure.

contacts and to establish maintain social standaing (Howe pp.

A new type of assocation became popular on the West Side after the turn

Part of the same nationwide trend in club membership that spawnedof the century.

the elite social clubs, these new organizations had national affiliations and more

The large and professionally staffed organizationalliberal admission policies.

structure ensured a continuity beyond the lifespans of the individual members.

where activities were housed in magnificient structures erected just for that

purpose.

Gradually these new clubs, many of which were fraternal orders, gradually 

supplanted the small local clubs and attracted very large middleclass memberships

level, such organizations provided a convenient way to make business and social 

i-ii, 56)

a means by which the monied classes maintained control of the city in the face of 

rising labor unions, (Howe p. i) Such organizations established channels for the

20th century. This paralleled the development of recreational facilities as the
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Voluntary Organizations

Voluntary organizations were the most popular and prevalent form of

social activity on the West Side. Most major national groups were represented

including the Knights of Columbus, Oddfellows, Eagles and three branches of the

Masonic order as well as the Americal Legion. For women, the Woman's Club of

Wisconsin offered comparable membership.

Many of these organization sought to locate their clubhouses on the best

residential blocks of West Wisconsin Avenue thus hastening the residential decline

Wisconsin Avenue had become a major vehicular artery with the comple-of the area.

tion of the viaduct across the Menomonee River valley in 1911. As traffic and

commercialism spread westward from downtown Wisconsin Avenue was increasingly per-

The flight of Wisconsinceived as an extension of the central business district.

Avenue's upper income residents to the East Side made larger lots available for new

construction while the spacious mansions lent themselves to gracious club life.

Women's Organizations

Whereas men on the West Side belonged to permanent clubs and fraternal

organizations, West Side women generally participated only in temporary committees

They, along with theirthat sponsored fund drives for charitable purposes.

counterparts on Yankee Hill, were responsible for the establishment of some of the

city's first social service institutions such as the National Soldiers Home (now

the VA Hospital), the Industrial School for Girls, the Protestant Orphan Asylum and

For upper class women, these humanitarian projects wereSt. Rose's Orphan Asylum.

often the only socially acceptable outlets for their organizational skills,

education and ambitions for accomplishment outside the home. Sei f-enrichment

programs and city-wide benevolent activites took precedence for these ladies over

mere entertainment, which was readily available to them through the elaborate women
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dominated, social functions of the period. As a result, club life was not a big

factor among Milwaukee women, even though many of the fraternal organizations

offered chapters for wives of members. The notable exception to this was the

Woman's Club of Wisconsin.

Woman's Club of Wisconsin

The Woman's Club of Wisconsin, founded in 1876, has the distinction of

being the first blub for women established west of the Alleghenies. Brought

together through the efforts of Mrs. Alexander Mitchell, the group met initally at

To assist in the organiza-the palatial Mitchell residence on Wisconsin Avenue.

tion, Mrs. Julia Ward Howe came from the east coast to meet with the fledgling

She gave the group a copy of the by-laws and constitution of the Women'scl ub.

Club of New England as a guide to help them structure their oganization. The club

was formally established in October of 1876 with thirty members and Mrs. Alexander

Mitchell as president and Mrs. William Pitt Lynde (See Health and Social Services -

Misericordia Hospital) as the second vice-president. Meat-packing heiress Eliza-

Committees on Art, History, Currentbeth Plankinton later served as treasurer.

Events and the like held special instructional lectures for the seifenrichment of

Eventually the club formed the first all woman stock company of inthe members.

the world to finance the construction of a permanent clubhouse. The clubhouse was

eventually built on the East Side in 1888 ending the direct association between the

to be prominent inMany West Side women continuedWest Side and the Woman's Club.

(Howe pp. 177-181).the club, however.

Fraternal Organizations

is indicative ofThat fraternal organizations outnumber women's groups

the fact that Milwaukee club life was primarily a male pursuit. While.women and

families were allowed admission at specified times and for special events, most
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clubs maintained themselves as male bastions of billards, bowling, card-playing,

smoking and, sometimes, drinking. The decline in the number and memberships of

such clubs after the 1930's can be attributed to a general decline in their popu-

larity and to the onset of the Great Depression which curbed new construction and

reduced the number of dues-paying members.

Masons

The best represented fraternal group on the West Side was the Masonic

At one time there were three categories of Masons with clubhouses on theorder.

West Side, although today only two still exist. The Masonic Order had its roots in

the construction of buildings. During the middle ages, there were of two cate-

gories of Masons, Guild Masons who belonged to an organized trade guild and

Freemasons who were allowed to travel from job to job. Freemasons are mentioned in

documents as far back as 1212 A.D. and were known for their talents as artists,

leaders, teachers, mathematicians, and poets, as well as for their skill in the

Lodges developed for Accepted Masons, those who wished to associatebuilding arts.

By the time of thewith Freemasons but not actually practise operative masonry.

Reformation, Accepted Masons far outnumbered the operative Masons (Tripoli, p. 11)

providing a basis for the socially-oriented Masonry of modern times.

The Mother GrandAmerican Masonry has its roots in 18th century England.

In June, 1730, the Grand Master of the MotherLodge was formed in London in 1717.

Grand Lodge appointed the first Provincial Grand Master in America. The first

regularly constituted lodge in America was established in Boston, in 1733. The

Masonry subsequently spread throughout the country (Tripoli, p. 12).

Masonry is not a religion, although a belief in God is required for

It does not seek to come into conflict with any established church.membershi p.
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Certain ceremonies and recognition symbols are restricted to members, conveying a

sense of secrecy, although practises and meetings are otherwise published and

public (Tripoli, p. 11-12).

In order to achieve Master Mason status, an individual must pass a series

of steps or degrees requiring study and initiation ceremonies. The three lowest

degrees are the Blue Lodges (Symbolic Masonry). Advancement to the highest degress

of Masonry depends on the individual's proficiency in learning about Freemasonry,

its ethics and philosophy. Master Mason is the 3rd degree. A Master Mason may

then either enter the Scottish Rite which confers the 4th through the 32nd degrees

or can continue through the York Rite which consists of nine additional degrees.

Completion of either the Scottish or of the York Rites enables one to become a

Shriner (Tripoli, p. 12).

The Masons are best known in this country for their charities. They

support hospitals for crippled childred, burn centers, eye foundations, and fund

Masons in the US contribute more than a half-millionresearch into schizophrenia.

dollars per day to charity, with more than 70% of the money benefiting non-members.

In 1980 there were 278 masonic lodges in Wisconsin and over 41,000 Master Masons.

In the United States, Master Masons total nearly 3-1/2 million, while world-wide,

the number is nearly 6 million (Tripoli p. 12).

Ki1 bourn Lodge #3

The first masonic meeting in Milwaukee took place on July 5, 1843, at

They petitioned for a dis-which time there were about 40-50 masons in the city.

pensation under which a lodge of Free and Accepted Masons could be organized.

Approval came from the Grand Master in Springfield, Illinois. The document was

The first lodge was called thedated June 12, 1843, but signed January 17, 1844.
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(Conard, p. 280;Milwaukee Lodge but later became known as Kilbourn Lodge #3.

959). After this, numerous other lodges wereHistory of Milwaukee 1881, p.

chartered including the Royal Arch Masons (chartered February 16, 1844); the Blue

Lodges (chartered September 7, 1872); and the Commandery which was organized June

12, 1850 (Conard, p. 281-282).

Kilbourn Lodge #3 met at the Masonic Temple on today's North Plankinton

Avenue, between West Wisconsin Avenue and Wells Street until 1899. After occupying

two temporary headquarters, Kilbourn Lodge #3 settled into the clubhouse it still

(MI 91-9). The site was occupied by an olduses today at 827 North 11th Street.

residence that the Masons remodelled by constructing a classical facade designed

H. Paul Schnetzky and Son that completely enclosed the former dwelling.

Ivanhoe Connandery 124

Another branch of the Masons was the Commandery of the Knights Templar.

The Grand Commandery wasIt was first organized in Wisconsin on June 12, 1850.

The West Side branch, the Ivanhoe Commandery #24, was charteredchartered in 1859.

By 1894, its membership having swelled to 1590, the Invanhoei n October of 1890.

The Ivanhoe Commandery #24 built a castelatedLodge was in need of a new home.

stone clubhouse on the West Side of North 10th Street between Wisconsin Avenue and

p. 85).Wells in 1896 at a cost of $62,000. ( Half-century's Progress The

building stood until 1965 when it

Until its demise, the Ivanhoe Temple also served as afreeway (City Directory).

meeting place for the Order of the Eastern Star Bethany Chapter #105, Blue Lodges

(Aurora #30, Milwaukee #261, Lafayette #265, Damascus #290) and Royal Arch Calumet

Chapter #73 among others.

The Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine

was demolished to make way for the north-south
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The final Masonic group to locate on the West Side was the Shriners,

A.A.O.N.M.S. The Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine was

founded in New York City on August 13, 1870, by two Scottish Rite Masons, William

J. Florence, a prominent actor, and Dr. Walter M. Fleming. On June 13, 1871, the

first eleven Scottish and York Rite Masons were received into the order. They

s hi p.

Temples throughout North America. A Shriner has obtained the highest degree of

The colorfully-stagedMasonry, having completed either the York or Scottish Rite.

rituals, parades and red fez make the Shriners the most indentifiable of the

Masonic groups (Tripoli, p. 19). The Shrine's principle philanthropic activities

are directed to the aid of handicapped children or burn victims. The Shriners

Hospital for Crippled Children was founded in 1921. This has grown to include 21

Parental membership in aorthopedic and burn hospitals throughout North America.

(Tripoli, p. 19).Masonic Order is not required for care at these institutions.

Milwaukee's first Shrine, Tripoli Temple, has its origins in the Medinah

Temple of Chicago. Several Nobles from Medinah lived in Milwaukee and wanted a

temple here. A petition was made for a new temple in Wisconsin to be known as

Dispensation was granted and onTripoli and have its headquarters in Milwaukee.

March 9, 1885, the Tripoli became the 21st Shrine Temple of the A.A.O.N.M.S. The

Titles of officers are Arabic in origin. Thecharter was granted on June 4, 1886.

entire body of officers is known as the Divan and serves as a board of directors.

(Tri poli, p. 31).

The A.A.O.N.M.S. met initaily at the same Masonic Temple on North

Plankinton as did the Ki 1 bourn Lodge #3. It then moved to the Masonic Building

formerly on the southeast corner of Jefferson and Wells, where it remained until

organized Mecca in 1872, , the first formally organized Temple in the US, fellow-

By 1980, the original 13 members had grown to over 950,000 in over 181
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1922 when the building was taken over by the County as an annex of the courthouse.

From 1923-27 the Shriners shared occupancy of the Scottish Rite Temple at the

southeast corner of Van Buren and Wells. In 1928 the Tripoli Temple moved into the

quarters it occupies today at 3000 West Wisconsin Avenue. (MI 101-17) The site

originally contained a large mansion and two carriage houses that had been built

for J. Oscar Ogden in the 1870's, but was occupied from the 1890's through the mid-

1920' s by the Hansen family, furriers in the Plankinton Arcade. The Shri ners al so

acquired the adjoining residence to the east. The availability of such a large

parcel would not have been possible in the heart of downtown, but at that time, the

spacious Victorian residences on West Wisconsin were already giving way to

apartment buildings or commercial development.

The Tripoli Mosque was inspired by Saracenic architecture and cost nearly

a million dollars to build. It was designed by the firm of Cl as, Shepherd, and

Bentley Brothers of Milwaukee were the builders. The extensive tile workClas.

was done by the U.F. Burner Company which had pioneered the use of terrazzo in

The dome of the mosque was a particularlyMilwaukee shortly before World War I.

proud achievement for the company due to the difficulty in setting the tiles

(unidentified clipping, 3/9/1939).

Dark red brick alternatesThe exterior of the mosque is rich in texture.

Colorful tiles ornament the entrance and the centralwith buff colored brick.

dome, which is 30 feet in diameter and is flanked by smaller domes and corner

The interior is lavishly decorated and contains meeting rooms, lounges,minarets.

In 1970 an addition was made to the west side of thea drill hall and auditorium.

building and the lower level was completely refurbished (Tripoli, p. 31; Wisconsin

Inventory of Historic Places 1976).
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The Tripoli Temple is still active and currently has 31 official units,

seven of which are located outside of Milwaukee. It also has 28 chartered Shrine

It sponsors the annual Shrine Circus inclubs scattered throughout Wisconsin.

Milwaukee and Green Bay, and sponsors the Midwest Shrine Football Game which

benefits the Shrine hospitals and burn institutes (Tripoli, p. 31)

Knights of Columbus

The Knights is a Catholic fraternal organization that was established on

The organization was an attempt by theMarch 29, 1882, in New Haven, Connecticut.

Catholic church to develop an a Catholic alternative to the existing ethnic and

fraternal associations and to develop an organization with strictly American

In the late nineteenth century, membership in labor organizations andtraditions.

non-Catholic fraternal clubs, especially the Masons, by Catholic men was viewed

with considerable suspicion by the church.

Founded by Fr. McYivneyThe Knights of Columbus was highly successful.

to serve as an "effective antidote toin New Haven, the groups stated aims were:

the practice of Catholics joining other secret societies;" to bond Catholic men to

the sacraments by peer pressure; and to provide insurance and sick benefits to

Ceremonies and rituals were establishedmembers ( History of Knights , p. 9-10).

that resulted in a secrecy unique to Catholic groups ( History of Knights , p.

14).

Exposition for example) and the fact that it conveyed a sense of the Americanism

for which the founders strove ( History of Knights , p. 9-10).

The Knights grew rapidly and by 1905 a chapter had been established in

every state of the union, as well as all continental territories, Mexico City and

No one knows why Columbus was chosen for the name although it has been attri-

buted to the general reawakened intered in Columbus at that time (Columbian
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the Phillipines ( History of Knights , p. 19). The Knights of Columbus in

Milwaukee were an outgrowth of the Chicago chapter by way of St. Paul and Duluth,

Minnesota. In 1900 three chapters were formed in Wisconsin: Superior, Milwaukee,

and Madi son. The first Milwaukee man entered the Knighthood on June 24, 1900, and

officers were selected at the meeting held July 19, 1900 at which Milwaukee Council

#524 was formally established ( History of Knights , p. 230). Meetings were first

held at the Merchants and Manufacturer's Hall in the Alhambra Building at 4th

Street and Wisconsin Avenue (razed) ( History of Knights , p. 231).

In November of 1907 a committee was formed to select a site for a

permanent clubhouse. The committee favored the purchase of the ill-fated residence

built by John Plankinton at the northeast corner of 15th Street and West Wisconsin

After the wedding failedAvenue as a wedding present for his daughter, Elizabeth.

to take place the mansion remained unoccupied until 1897 when the Plankinton's sold

By 1907 Butler Johnston sought to sell it andit to the wealthy Johnston family.

move from the increasingly congestion and advancing tide of commercial development

The Columbus Institute was formed as a corporation in 1910 toon Wisconsin Avenue.

Club needs soonhandle the purchase and maintenance of the Plankinton residence.

outgrew the sprawling old residence and an addition 93 ft. x 144 ft. was built 1915-

1916 for $110,000 to the designs of the Milwaukee architectural firm of Brust and

The new building contained a larger council chamber, hand-ball courts, aPhil 1i p.

gymnasium, an auditorium, rest rooms, a kitchen, bowling alleys, a swimming pool,

( History of Kights , p. 234-235).lockers, baths and related facilities.

The Knights of Columbus sponsor charitable and religious activities. The

Milwaukee Council, for example, helped to subsidize the Salzmann Correspondence

Course designed to convert non-Catholics, as well as to bring fallen Catholics back

The group also organized the Knights National Bowling Tournamentto the fold.
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( History of Knights , p. 236). Nationally, the group has sponsored retreats,

scholarships to Catholic schools, endowed free beds in Catholic hospitals, assisted

Catholic social service agencies, and helped fund programs on Indian reservations

and in penal institutions. During World War I, the Knights erected social

buildings in training camps and in World War II contributed to the United Service

Organization ( History of Knights , p. 25-36). The Knights stayed on in the old

Plankinton Home until shortly before it was demolished in 1980 to provide land for

the future expansion of Marquette University.

Independent Order of Oddfellows

The Independent Order of Oddfellows also located in the West Side survey

In 1917 they built a three-story brick, Italian Renaissance style temple atarea.

745 North 10th Street, just down the block from the Ivanhoe Temple. It had a large

and small lodge hall, an 800-capacity banquet hall, two kitchens, clubrooms, and

state offices for the Independent Order of Oddfellows (Writers Project, p. 419).

Milwaukee'sThe Oddfellows had been founded in Wisconsin in 1835 at Mineral Point.

There were separate German language lodges asfirst lodge was established in 1843.

The group provided relief to the indigent and widowedwell as lodges for women.

and assisted victims during epidemics ( History of Milwaukee 1881 , p. 965-966).

The Milwaukee club remained in use, housing 11 lodges and affiliated groups through

1965, when it was demolished for construction of the north south freeway.

Eagles Club

The last of the large fraternal organizations to locate on the West Side

The organization was founded on February 6, 1898, in Seattle,was the Eagles Club.

Washington, by six men who wanted to establish "an order of good things" and to

The original name, Order of Goodfellows, was changed inhelp the underpriviledged.

1899 to the Eagles (Unidentified clippings 1/22/1948; Milwaukee Journal ,
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4/9/1977). Local chapters are called aeries.

Milwaukee Aerie #137 was organized in 1901.

Most of the 58 chapter members were actors, managers, and other men connected with

the theater. The first president was Bart Rudells, press agent for the Bijou

Meetings were often held after 11:00 p.m. when theatres closed and theTheatre.

employees were off work. Early meeting featured vaudeville acts to attract new

Membership grew quickly andmembers; most of the acts were performed by members.

it was not unusual for several hundred men to be initiated at each meeting in the

(Unidentified clipping, 1/22/1948).early years.

When their original headquarters on North 2nd Street between Michigan

Street and Wisconsin Avenue burned, the Eagles moved temporarily to North 6th

Street between Michigan Street and Wisconsin Avenue while they looked for a

In 1924 the Eagles bought the old Franz WolIaeger residence at thepermanent site.

southwest corner of North 24th Street and West Wisconsin Avenue at a cost of

$100,000. Wollaeger had been an officer of the Pritzlaff Hardware Company. The

original plan called for the handsome 16-room mansion on the site to be used for

administrative purposes while a $500,000 clubhouse was to be built elsewhere on the

tract, but instead, the residence was replaced with a new structure150* x 374'

at a cost of $1,250,000 (Unidentified clipping, 1/30/1955). Excavationconstructed

16, 1925, the cornerstone was laid on July 29, 1926, and the buildingbegan April

(MI 103-9) At least 25,000 visitors toured thewas dedicated on April 26, 1927.

The architect was Russell Bar Williamson and theopulent building when it opened.

general contractor was Immel Construction of Fond du Lac and Milwaukee. The U.F.

Durner Company was responsible for the mosaic eagle in the entrance lobby (Uniden-

tified clippings, 1/30/1955 and 3/9/1939).
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The lavish clubhouse included a 75* x 30' swimming pool and athletic

facilities designed to meet the standards of the Amateur Athletic Union. The crow-

Measuring 200'x 130',ning glory of the structure, however, was the ballroom.

complete with a stage 50' wide, 48' deep, and 80' high, it was deemed large enough

to accommodate any New York theatrical group (Unidentified clipping, 1/30/1939).

It was long known as Devine's Million Dollar Ballroom after being leased to George

Devine had had prior experience managing the Wisconsin RoofJ. Devine in 1939.

Garden, a ballroom atop the Carpenter Building at the northeast corner of North 6th

Street and West Wisconsin Avenue and quickly made the ballroom a popular Milwaukee

Devine continued in this capacity at the Eagles until 1962-63 when hisni ghtspot.

Entertainment oriented from the start,son Robert T. Devine took over operations.

the club sponsored appearances by the big bands of the 1940's and 1950's, rock

concerts starting in 1964 with a show by the Dave Clark Five and other celebrities

The ballroom is still used forsuch as Bob Hope, Red Skelton, and Dinah Shore.

( Milwaukee Sentinel , 4/8/1983; Let's go, Milwaukeeconcerts and shows.

Sentinel , 6/9/1964).

The Eagles Club as an organization has had a history of benevolent

The club contributed generously to Fr. Flannagan's Boys Townactivities.

(Unidentified Clipping, 8/15/1941), sponsored a well-baby clinic (Unidentified

Clippings, 10/10/1948) and established the first community institute in America to

study employment for the physically handicapped (Unidentified Clipping,

2/18/1948). Funds have been donated to numerous medical institutions such as the

Joseph P. Kennedy Memorial Hospital and Cedars of Lebanon Hospital. The Eagles

lobbied for legislation to increase educational and medical benefits for veterans

following World War II as well as for legislation for legislation on Worker's

(Unidentified Clippings, 8/15/1941;Compensation and mother's pensions.

3/1/1944).



- 14 -

Service and Social Groups I

In addition to the fraternal and women's organizations, a variety of

other West Side clubs were sponsored by veterans groups, interested residents,

prominent businessmen or church organizations.

The Philozetians

The Philozetians or lovers of learning was a social group sponsored by

(See Religion) It was founded in 1874 forthe Grand Avenue Congregational Church.

young singles and married couples and operated for a number of years. Meetings

were held at members houses and featured such entertainmenta as music tableaux,

( Historical Sketch 1847-shadow pictures, recitations and original productions.

p. 26)1907

The West Side Literary Life Circle

The West Side Literary Life Circle was organized on November 24, 1885 and

met initially at the residence of Dr. Storke at 1808 West Wisconsin Avenue (today

the site of an apartment building). Membership included banker John Johnston,

It was organized by a MissMrs. S.S. Merrill and several clergymen among others.

Members read and discussesArmstrong who apparently set up such clubs elsewhere.

( MS 11/24/1885 3/3; MS 11/25/1885 3/3).books.

The Westside Literary Club

This club was founded in 1894 by Pastor Ide of the Grand Avenue Congre-

gational Church to provide wholesome activities for members. The club was open to

all denominations and members included Catholics, Lutherans, other Protestant and

The first meeting drew a crowd of 75 and thereaftereven non-religious persons.
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450 persons would often regularly attend the meetings held in the church audito-

Entertainment included essays, music, tableaux and recitations in additionrium.

to costume parties. The unwieldly size of the club

( Historical Sketch 1847-1907 pp. 30-32).club's dissolution in March, 1899.

The Monarch Literary and Debating Society of Young Men

The Monarch Society held meetings at St. Stephens Episcopal Church (See

Religion) from 1898-1900 and thereafter met at the call of the president.

(Milwaukee City Directory). It was typical of the many debating societies of the

period.

The Wisconsin Club

The Wisconsin Club, originally named the Deutscher Club, drew up its

The group met in the Nunnemacher Grandarticles of association on July 28, 1891.

Thi sOpera House building on East Wells Street, predecessor to the Pabst Theater.

building burned in January of 1895 making it necessary for the to find a new home.

The desire of have an opulent comfortable club house was very strong for the

Deutscher Club and its membership of wealthy German-American businessmen. Other

groups, such as the Milwaukee Club and Phoenix Club , had al ready built substantial

and expensive clubhouses, to house their well-to-do membership and the Deutscher

Club fie the need to have similarly oppulent quarters.

In 1895 the club leased for $2,000 year the magnificent former Alexander

imposing mansion situated on an entire city block ofMitchell residence, an

grounds, on today's West Wisconsin between 9th and 10thbeautifully landscaped

family, by this time, did not actually reside in the mansionThe MitchellStreets.

• 1

and the related expense resulted in the
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on any permanent basis. Alexander Mtichell had died in 1887 and his elderly widow,

Martha, had moved to Florida. His son, John L., resided at his own county estate,

(MI 104-21) For the Deutscher Club it was quite a coup.Meadowmere, built 1884.

Not only was the house one of the finest in the city, but its owner had been one of

Milwaukee's leading citizens and co-founder of the exclusive Yankee-dominated

Milwaukee Club, the Deutscher Club's chief rival. Rooms were available for rental

to bachelor members and possession of the finest clubhouse in the city added

( Msimmeasurably to the club's prestige, resulting in increased membership.

2/3/1895 3/1).

Mrs. Mitchell and her grandson, David Ferguson Mitchell sold the property

the the Deutscher Club for $165,000 in 1898. The club has maintained the property

The conservatory and greenhouses to the west portion ofwith some modifications.

the main house were razed and replaced with a dining hall and bowling alleys in the

The Moorish smoking room, main staircase and woodwork on the groundearly 1900's.

floor of the mansion have remained intact, although the upper floor rooms have been

The club, which was organized purely for social purposesconsiderably remodelled.

as a businessmen's club, changed its name to the Wisconsin Club during World War I

and continues today as an exclusive private club.

American Legion

Yet another group to occupy a former residence, was the American Legion.

The American Legion was formed following World War I in order to perpetuate the

principles of justice, freedom, and democracy, to preserve the history of the

participation in the war; to instill in citizens a sense of their dutiesmembers'

and obligations to the State; and to cement the ties of friendship formed in the

P. 29). The association was open to allwar ( History of the American Legion

President Wilson signed the national charter onofficers and enlisted men.

i
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September 16, 1919.

Between the time of its founding and 1945, Wisconsin membership ranked

among the top 12 in the nation in terms of Legion membership ( A History of the

p. 345) as early as 1920, Milwaukee itself had 12 posts. (CityAmerican Legion

Directories 1920, 1921). The Milwaukee Post #1 began as just the Milwaukee Post in

1920. After meeting at private residences for many years, the post began gathering

at the Wells-Colonial Hall (former Milwaukee Curling Club) at 19th and Wells from

1935-1937. In 1938 it acquired the imposing old Meyer residence at 3121 West

Wisconsin Avenue (MI 102-20) William H. Meyer, a German immigrant who had come (B.

1849, D. 9/16/1907) and came to the highly successful United States in 1867. He

joined with three members of the Stark family to form the Milwaukee Tug Boat Line

in 1872. He built his English-inspired residence on Grand Avenue in 1899. After

his death, his widow continued to occupy the house until 1931. Hugo Biersach 1ived

in the residence until 1935, after which it stood vacant until purchased by the

The house also housed several other posts (Bob Evans Post #119,Milwaukee Post #1.

Milwaukee Road Post #18, Nevill Dunn Post #489) and their corresponding auxiliaries

until 1959 when it was sold and converted to its present use asfor women.

offices.

American Luther Association

The American Luther Association is an example of a church-sponsored

organization that was intended to provide supervised recreation for young people.

It was founded on April 1, 1917 by five men: Thomas Dammann, Thomps Hoffmann,

Karrer, William Pieplow and Adolph Schwefel. Much like the Knights ofE.H.

Columbus, the organization was a joint venture by the approximately fifty Lutheran

congregations that belonged to the Synodical Conference to counteract the growing
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influence of such fraternal lodges as the Masons and the Oddfellows. (Hattstaedt

p. 88).

In 1917, the A.L.A. bought the former August Luedke residence at 11th and

State Street for $19,000. (MI 89-9) An L-shaped addition was constructed in 1922

at a cost of $325,000 to provide facilities for bowling, billiards, musical

(MI 82-12) By 1927 the organization had 1185 members andprograms and the like.

sponsored a Girl's Club with 263 members as well as a Ladies Auxiliary.

(Hattstaedt p. 89). The Luther association used the building until it purchased by

(See Health and SocialMt. Sinai Hospital in 1960 for use as offices and storage.

(MJ 11/24/60).headquarters on Capitol Drive near 81st Street.

Labor Movements

As the West Side was primarily inhabited by upper income and middle

management residenta and contained virtually no industry, the area was not

Nor did labor groups from elsewhere inconducive to the formation of labor groups.

Major union halls such as inthe city meet on the West Side to any great extent.

the Lipps Building on North 3rd Street were generally located in the central

The West Side does have a fewbusiness district or in working class neighborhoods.

sites, however, that are associated with labor organizations.

The Milwaukee Garden, a beer garden, located between 14th, 15th, State

and Highland streets, was the scene of rallies in 1886 for support of the eight-

The Milwaukee Garden appears to have been chosen as a site for thishour work day.

rally more for its convenience and size than for the pro-labor political

(See Reception and Entertainment).orientation of its owners.

Services) The Lutheran group used the proceeds from the sale to build a new
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The various labor groups that did meet on the West Side gathered at its

easternmost edge, an area characterized by older, smaller residences interspersed

with small businesses, cooperages and the like. The Steamfitter's Helpers #24

met on 13th Street between Highland and Juneau in 1898 (razed). The Stream and

Hot Water Fitters met on 14th Street in a substantial masonry building between

McKinley and Vliet (razed). met at the FriedensThe Lithographer's Union #7

(See Religion). The Gegenseitiqe Unter-School on North 13th Street in 1908.

(German Mutual Relief Society) met initially in astuetzungs Gesellschaft German!s

building at the extreme west end of Grand Avenue but later moved to 2601 State

(MI 74-22).Street, a mansard-roof tavern building still standing today.

The only consistently used meeting spot for labor and similar groups was

Boehme Hall typified the nineteenth century practice of incorporatingBoehme Hal 1.

It was located atmeeting halls into the upper floors of commercial buildings.

1421-23 West Juneau Avenue on one of the few commercial strips in the West Side.

It served as a meeting hall, saloon, and residence for the Louis Boehme family.

Louis BoehmeThe structure was a two-story frame building with a stone basement.

Between 1878-1882 hewas a butcher who originally had his shop across the street.

built 1421-23 West Juneau as an income property.

During the years between 1882 to 1906 Boehme Hall served chiefly as a

meeting place for fraternal organizations and, to a lesser extent, labor groups.

Heaviest use occurred from the late 1880's through 1906 when it was regularly used

by the Ancient Order of United Workmen, the Sons of Hermann, the Independent Order

or Oddfellows, the Independent Order of Foresters, the American Legion of Honor and

Louis Boehme himself wasthe Modern Woodman of America among other organizations.

active in several of these organizations including the American Legion of Honor and

After 1906 the space occupied by the hall wasthe Independent Order of Foresters.
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The building itself was demolished in 1966.converted to other uses.
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RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT9.

In the early years of Milwaukee's development, recreation and enter-

tainment were of the "home grown," self-sufficient variety. The rural character

of the area encouraged such outdoor activities as skating, horse-racing, turkey

Organized team sports were also popular. Ashooting, sleighing and so on.

baseball team was first organized on April 5, 1860, and by 1878 Milwaukee had

Formal entertainment centered(Still, p. 226-227)joined the National League.

around benefit balls for such causes as the Fire Department or the Light Guard.

ProfessionalChurch socials, picnics and group outings also provided amusement.

Local musical groups provided most ofquality entertainment was not frequent.

(Still, p. 209) Entertainments were often giventhe City's musical programs.

at home for the enjoyment of family and friends.

Recreational activities were gradually shaped and transformed by the

needs of an ever-growing population during the 1880s and 1890s. As an urban

quality developed, the demand increased for professional entertainment in the

Prominent actors such as Edwin Booth performed inarea of theater and music.

Milwaukee in these post-Civil War years, as well as the internationally

Speakers such as poet/philosopher Ralph Waldocelebrated actress Lily Langtree.

Ever-growing audiencesEmerson also found large and receptive audiences here.

(Still, p. 228)required larger and more numerous theatres.

and indoor activities assumed a greater importance.

Skating rinks were enclosed and admission was charged. Astions flourished.

As open space diminished, the potential for outdoor sports decreased

Clubs and social organiza-
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the ethnic nature of the population and its income level became more diversi-

High-brow cultural activities andfied, so too did the types of entertainment.

intellectual clubs became the province of the rich while the middle and laboring

classes patronized bowling alleys, dance halls, and cinemas.

The West Side survey area never developed as a major entertainment

That function evolved and remained in the downtown commer-center for the City.

cial area, essentially bounded by Milwaukee Street, Juneau, 6th Street, and

For the most part, in the 19th century, the West Side was settled byMi chigan.

Strong neighborhood

organizations and special interest groups never formed so there were relatively

The area was overwhelmingly residential in characterfew public meeting halls.

Theand the residents travelled outside the neighborhood for recreation.

wealthy, for example, would vacation out-of-state and summer in the Wisconsin

(Gurda, p. 97)lakes district.

In the 1920s the neighborhood underwent a startling transformation.

Once choice residential areas fell prey to redevelopment for commercial uses.

The neighborhood became host to several large fraternal organizations whose

Cheap, mass entertainmentclubhouses were the center of city-wide memberships.

Transportationprovided an alternative to these exclusive and expensive clubs.

Movies andby car made this entertainment accessible to all city residents.

Some activities, such as roller skatingballrooms were heavily patronized.

retained the appeal they had enjoyed since the 1880s.

By the 1950s, most of the public recreational spots on the West Side

long gone and the facilities still in operation there had been eclipsed bywere

a diverse ethnic mix of wealthy and middle-income families.
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Bowling alleys and movie theatersestablishments in other parts of the City.

held on the longest as viable entertainment businesses in the neighborhood, but

even the last movie house finally closed its doors in the mid-1970s. The

popularity of regional bowling alley chains and multiple-film movie houses in

suburban shopping malls effectively put an end to the West Side's local enter-

tainment spots.

OUTDOOR RECREATION

Beer Gardens

The West Side's earliest recreation developed in response to the rural

In the 1850s, the built-up part of Milwaukee hugged thecharacter of the area.

Spring Street (later Grand Avenue and today'sbanks of the Milwaukee River.

West Wisconsin Avenue) was thinly settled along its length while the lands to

either side, north and south, were uninhabited. Several popular public picnic

Spring Street itself was considered as a minorgrounds developed in this area.

recreation facility in its own right. Horse racing was immensely popular there.

The activity was so prevalent that officials were urging it be curbed as early

(Sentinel Index, 2/19/1850 Ed., 2/1) Racing persisted, however. Aas 1850.

(Milwaukee Sentinel , 10/1/1859, 1/5) In 1878,nection with State Fair events.

(Sentinel Index, 2/2/1878, 2/3; 2/4/1878, 8/2)single day.

Public parks were not a priority item with Milwaukee's first city

government, which was more preoccupied with its efforts to organize a public

some 500 horse-drawn sleighs were sighted cruising along the avenue all on a

race between hook and ladder volunteer fire companies was noted in 1859 in con-
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school system, keep order, and promote development. Into this void stepped the

The tradition of the outdoor beer garden was entrenched inGerman immigrant.

With the growing number of German immigrants settling inGerman culture.

Milwaukee, it wasn't long before such gardens were developed here. The West

The Milwaukee Garden and Miller'sSide could boast of two popular beer gardens:

Garden.

Milwaukee Garden

The Milwaukee Garden was one of the earliest of its type. One earlier

beer garden had been established in 1847 by Gottfried Ludwig near the site of

today's North Water and Pleasant Streets but it was destroyed by fire in 1860

(Writer's Project, p. 288-294)and never rebuilt. The Milwaukee Garden was

established in 1850 by H. Kemper and used as a summer garden. In July 1854, the

business was bought by Pius Dreher. Dreher had been born in Unlingen near

He learned the trade of a butcher thereRiedlingen, Wurtemburg on July 2, 1828.

Dreher immigrated to New Yorkand worked at this occupation for eight years.

In 1854 he came to Milwaukee and purchasedand continued in the butcher trade.

It was located on the block bounded by 14th Street, 15th Street,the park.

State and Highland (formerly Prairie). The three acre site, laid-out in summer

It could, however, accommodategarden style had seats for about 3,000 patrons.

On the grounds were a concert hall,up to 10,000 persons on special occasions.

dance hall, double bowling alley, theater buildings, two fountains, and a

(History of Milwaukee, 1881, p. 433, 1437)menagerie with wild animals. It

(Writer's Project, p. 288) Thewas said to be the largest garden of its time.

site was popular with soldiers from nearby Camp Scott during the Civil War and

was the scene of union rallies in support of the eight-hour work day in 1886.
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(History, Gregory, 1931, p. 1063; Writer's Project, p. 288) The First

Wisconsin Infantry and Minute Men of '61 also met there in 1892 an 1893. When

Dreher died in 1897, his son renamed the place Central Park; it was platted for

(Writer's Project, p. 288)development in 1899.

Miller's Garden

Miller's Garden had originally been an outdoor beer garden established

It was acquired by Frederickby Charles Best, owner of the Plank Road Brewery.

Miller had been born inMiller when he purchased the brewery in 1855.

FrederickRiedlingen, Germany in early 1826 to an old mercantile family.

received a good education and was able to tour Europe and North Africa. While

visiting an uncle in France, Miller became interested in his uncle's business,

Frederick then leased the famedbrewing, and stayed to learn the business.

Political unrest andRoyal Brewery of the Hohenzollerns at Sigmaringen.

He emigrated to thenumerous restrictions forced Miller to sell his lease.

United States and after brief sojourns in New York and New Orleans, Miller

He eventually made his way totravelled up the Mississippi to Prairie du Chien.

Milwaukee where he set himself up in the brewing business (Millionaires,

Johnson, p. 309; "A Royal Favorite" p. 72) by buying the Plank Road Brewery.

Miller's Garden took advantage of a choice hilltop site adjacent to

the brewery that provided a magnificent view of the Menomonee River Valley.

Easy access to the grounds was made possible by the Wells Street streetcar line,

from whence a path lead up the hill from the west end of the Wells Street line

Approach by horse and buggy was accomplished by means of theon 35th Street.

("A Royal Favorite", p. 74)nearby Watertown Plank Road.
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In its heydayEach year more improvements were made to the park.

there was a cross-shaped building with open sides and a roof supported by light

By the 1880s the entire bluffcolumns, as well as a 35' tall observatory tower.

Illustrations ofwas covered with a series of paths winding through gardens.

these gardens depict a park different from the type we are used to today.

Parks were not the picturesqueNature was tamed and definitely under control.

Rather, the treessites with mammoth trees and natural growth we expect today.

planted in orderly rows and existing ones used strictly to provide shade.were

Numerous structures dotted the sites in order to provide shelter and places for

Swings, rustic chairs, tables, a bowling alley, and anorganized activity.

exhibit of hand-made clocks from Germany completed the park. The park was

Itespecially popular on Sundays and holidays with West Side German families.

So popular was the placewas frequented by the German singing societies too.

that patrons would regularly consume 60 barrels of beer on a summer's day.

Traffic could be so fierce that the Miller children wouldn't be left outside

("A Royal Favorite", p. 74)unattended.

Miller and his wife, Lisette, actually operated the park themselves in

Lisette made bread and provided cheese and home-cured ham forthe early years.

Beer would cost 5<f for an entire afternoon. Million-the free sandwiches.

a ires, Johnson, p. 310) There was also mocha coffee and cake available for the

When the job became too strenuous, the Millers leased the operation ofladies.

Karl Kron was one of these managers.the garden to others.

An attempt was madeThe park was destroyed by fire on July 4, 1891.

to rebuild it three years later, but it never regained its former splendor. In
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In 1949 Stockhouse H was1909 the last traces of the garden were torn down.

built and today the garden site is indistinguishable from the rest of the

("A Royal Favorite", p. 24, 74)brewery grounds.

Rainbow Garden/The Tent

Although the beer garden declined in popularity in the early 20th

century, outdoor recreation persisted into the 1920s in the form of the public

Rainbow Garden, later known as The Tent, was the West Side's onlyball room.

Its existence was a reflection of the general popularity ofoutdoor ballroom.

public dance halls at the time among which were such famed spots as the

Wisconsin Roof Garden atop the Carpenter Building at 6th Street and Wisconsin

and the Million Dollar Ballroom at the Eagles Club.

Rainbow Garden was begun in 1923 and incorporated in 1925 by James T.

Devine, his mother, and sister under the name Devine Amusement Corporation. In

Located north of Wisconsin Avenue,1926 Rainbow Garden was renamed The Tent.

The Tent was perched along the vacant bluffs that overlooked the Menomonee River

(Milwaukee City Directory)Valley, not far in fact from the old Miller Gardens.

Admission was 25 cents andDancing took place within a large canvas structure.

There was also a shallow canvas swimming pool wheredances cost 10 cents each.

(Gurda, pp. 131-132)divers entertained the crown during breaks in the music.

Commercial construction in the 1920sThe business apparently closed by 1927.

and 1930s obliterated the bluff site where The Tent was located.
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FAIR PARKS

Cold Spring Park

In addition to beer gardens, the West Side was home to two large

tracts of cleared land that were rented for outdoor exhibitions, fairs, and

The largest and longest-lived of the two was Cold Spring Park,sporting events.

which took its name from a natural spring in the northwest corner of the

(History, Gregory, p. 1060-1061) It was located between 27th Street,grounds.

35th Street, West Juneau and West Vliet Streets, the equivalent of 16 city

Cold Spring Street (today's West McKinley Boulevard) ended at the 27thblocks.

Street entrance to the park. (Historical Messenger, Stover, p. 14) Although

the 60-acre tract was two miles from the central city it was accessible from two

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 9/21/1852, 2/3) A grove of trees stood onplank roads.

(Milwaukeethe grounds and the whole area was surrounded by a forest.

Sentinel , 10/7/1852, 2/3)

Throughout its early history, Cold Spring Park was importantly associ-

Published references to racing at the siteated with the sport of horse racing.

(Sentinelgo back to at least 1848 when trotters were said to have run there.

Index, 6/26/1848, 1/4) The Wisconsin Regional Agricultural and Mechanical

(Sentinel Index, 4/25/1866,Association used the park for a race track in 1866.

1/4) For a few years the Milwaukee Driving Park Association, which had been

organized on March 4, 1877, also met there, but people failed to patronize the

club to the extent expected and it eventually dissolved. Driving clubs were

popular in the 1860s and 1870s among the well-to-do. Members would hold invita-

(Hi storytional meets throughout the year at which trotting races took place.

of Milwaukee 1881, p. 1002)
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The single most famous race to be held at Cold Spring Park was on

It was then that the mare Goldsmith Maid broke the world'sSeptember 6, 1871.

foot longer than a mile.

During her career she won more than $362,000 for herraced until she was 20.

owners making more money, traveling more miles, and winning more races than any

The event at Cold Spring Park was commemorated in aother horse of the day.

(Historical Messenger,nationally distributed Currier and Ives color print.

Stover, p. 14-15)

A hotel, the Cold Spring House, located adjacent to the park, accommo-

dated visitors and drivers before and during races. It was notorious for its

(Sentinel Index, 12/27/1861,gambling, cockfights, courtesans, and dances.

1/6; 7/7/1964, 1/7; 6/2/1873, 8/2).

The size and location of Cold Spring Park made it ideal for other uses

It was the location of the second annual fair andin addition to horse racing.

exhibition of the Wisconsin State Agricultural Society held in Milwaukee,

October 6th through 9th in 1852. The first State Fair had been held in Janes-

ville in 1851 and thereafter became an annual event, except for a three-year

lapse during the Civil War between 1861 and 1863. For the Fair, Cold Spring

Park was graded and the entire area enclosed with a board fence. The fence

followed the perimeter of the race track while the interior was devoted to

The spring and three newly-dug wells suppliedexhibition tents and cattle pens.

Benches were placed among the trees to accom-water for animals and visitors.

An estimated 10,000 to 20,000 people were said to havemodate fairgoers.

Besides agri-Today's State Fair differs little from this early one.attended.

cultural items, displays were set up by manufacturers to promote new products.

record by trotting a mile in two minutes and 17 seconds on a track actually one 

The famous horse was 14*years old at the time and
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(Milwaukee Sentinel, 9/21/1852, 2/3, 10/7/1852, 2/3) Subsequent fairs were held

at Watertown, Janesville, Madison and Fond du Lac, as well as Milwaukee. When

in Milwaukee, the fair alternated between sites on today's Wisconsin Avenue and

Cold Spring Park, which was used in 1870, 1871, 1872, 1876, and from 1886 to

1891.

During the Civil War, Cold Spring Park became the site of Camp Wash-

This was one ofburn, housing the 2nd Calvary, 30th Infantry and 39th Regiment.

three sites in Milwaukee chosen for military encampments during the Civil War.

Requirements of camp life resulted in the construction of barracks, a suttler's

Muddy ground forced the 30thshop, a guard house, and auxiliary structures.

In September, 1865Infantry to move to Camp Reno near the lakefront in 1864.

Thethe camp was vacated and its operations moved to Camp Randall in Madison.

By April 1866,camp structures were destroyed by fire in November of that year.

the Wisconsin Agricultural and Mechanical Association was again operating the

(Sentinel Index, Camp Washburn, 11/2/1861; 4/25/1866)park as a race track.

Cold Spring Park was also host to various traveling circuses (Barnum,

(HistoricalForepaugh, Robinson) as well as the William Cody Wild West Show

Messenger, Stover, p. 14) The Light Horse Squadron performed martial arts

Gregory, p. 1060-1061)(History, In the summer of 1890,exhibitions there.

more than 12,000 Knights of Pythias encamped in the vicinity for a national

(Milwaukee Sentinel,The park itself was used as a drill ground.conclave.

5/22/1890, 3/1)
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Cold Spring Park disappeared after 1891, when it was subdivided into

The land had descended from Michael Dousman to his marriedhouse lots.

daughter, Mrs. E. B. Wollcott, in 1854. The Wollcott's transferred the parcel

to their daughter Marion, wife of Col. Theodore Yates who in turn sold half of

(Sentinel Index, 5/8/1887, 3/2) Although thethe park to her husband in 1887.

Wisconsin Agricultural Society had been considered a likely purchaser of the

tract to provide a permanent home for the State Fair, this did not materialize,

because Yates' asking price of $4,000 per acre was more than the Society could

Yates had indicated a reluctance to sell to the Society anyway due toafford.

(Milwaukee Sentinel , 4/18/1886,pressures for housing development in the area.

6/5; 4/19/1886, 2/6) Yates eventually sold the acreage and it was subdivided

and built over in the later 1890s.

Wisconsin Avenue Fair Grounds

Another outdoor fair ground was located at the eastern edge of the

It was bounded by today's West Wisconsin Avenue, 10th Street, 13thWest Side.

Its topography was characterized by a gentle riseStreet, and Highland Avenue.

to the northwest crowned with an old oak tree and two Indian burial mounds.

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 10/3/854, 2/1; 9/24/1859, 1/2) The site had been used by

the Milwaukee Cricket Club prior to 1854 after which, in 1854, 1855, and 1859,

It was considered more convenient forthe annual State Fair occupied the tract.

pedestrian access than the Cold Spring grounds, being just a half-mile from the

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 9/24/1859, 1/2; 10/3/1854, 2/1)heart of downtown.

During the 1859 fair the two Indian mounds were surmounted, taste-

fully, with a judge's stand and an exhibition of Davis' Camera Obscura. Other
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tents housed displays, a ladies' retreat, and a fine arts exhibition.

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 9/24/1859, 1/2) The highlight of the 1859 State Fair

was an address by presidential candidate Abraham Lincoln on the fair's closing

His speech advocated scientific farming and prophesiedday, September 30th.

Lincoln also set forth his philosophythe coming of the steam plow or tractor.

Today a marker on 13th Street between Wells Street andof capitol and labor.

Kilbourn Avenue approximates where Lincoln stood during this speech.

(Historical Messenger, Olson, p. 8-13)

Like the Cold Spring grounds, the Wisconsin Avenue site became a

military encampment during the Civil War. Smaller than Cold Spring Park, the

facility nown as Camp Scott accommodated only 180 tents and a mess hall.

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 6/6/1861, 1/4; 5/14/1861, 1/7) One of the last major

public events at the site occurred in August of 1871 when it was used for an

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 7/25/1871, 4/6)exhibition of Van Amburgh's Menagerie.

Residential development was rapidly encroaching on the park, however, and within

The last parcel of Old Camp

Scott, as the press called it, was developed in 1881 with the construction of a

residence for George Dickens at 1320 West Wisconsin Avenue (razed). (Milwaukee

Sentinel, 5/24/1881, 3/2).

CLUBS

While the West Siders continued to patronize popular public entertain-

Thisment spots, they also engaged iri many forms of private leisure activity.

type of recreation often took the form of sporting clubs which engaged in

a few years it had been subdivided and built over.
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These clubs were representative of thecycling, bowling, skating, and archery.

veritable explosion in the number and variety of organized leisure groups that

Listings in the City Directoryoccurred between the 1880s and World War I.

increased from a meager three-quarters of a page in 1866-67 to 28 pages by

In their heyday, groups existed for members from all walks of life, but,1911.

on the West Side, they primarily organized for the amusement of upper-income

The popularity of these small clubs rapidly declined in the secondpersons.

They were replaced by such commercially operateddecade of this century.

entertaiment facilities as public skating rinks and movie theaters, which

appealed to a broader segment of the population and also by the extensive

recreation facilities of the larger fraternal organizations such as the Eagles,

Knights of Columbus, and others.

Milwaukee Curling and Recreation Club

The Milwaukee Curling and Recreation Club, founded in 1865 as the

Milwaukee Curling Club, established permanent quarters on the West Side in

1889.

The premises chosen by the club constituted the most important indoor

The hall, located at the southeast corner ofrecreation space on the West Side.

19th and Wells Streets, had originally been constructed between 1877 and 1885 as

(Rascher Fire Insurance Map, 1876 updated to 1885)the Westside Roller Rink.

The rink was a large frame structure with single-story side aisles flanking a

The front and rear sections were a full two stories high.lofty central space.

In 1888 its proprietor converged it to an ice rink, but the venture was not
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commercially successful and the building was subsequently purchased in 1889 by

the Curling Club for use as a clubhouse, headquarters, and curling rink.

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 12/2/1888, 1/1) The club's membership included mechanics,

merchants, professionals, and such prominent businessmen as Alexander Mitchell,

(History of Milwaukee, 1881, p. 1004-William Plankinton, and William Young.

1005) Curling is a sport in which a polished stone is pushed across ice with a

stick and points are awarded for reaching certain distance markers indicated on

the ice.

Although the club had earlier planned to build its own structure, it

purchased the converted roller rink and remodeled it to satisfy the needs of the

Upon purchase of the rink, the group became incorporated under the nameclub.

The name change reflected a change inMilwaukee Curling and Recreation Club.

Since it was too expensive to maintain the propertythe function of the club.

for curling alone, billiard tables, card rooms, and four bowling alleys were

Curling was performedprovided for the use of the members and their families.

on a 63* x 130' surface that held four rinks and could accommodate 16 players.

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 12/29/1889, 3/1) The club met at this location through

1906 when it disappeared from the city directories.

Throughout its existence the Curling Club rented its facilities to

other organizations as well, for example, the Standard Club met there from

The Standard Club was an offshoot of the Harmonieapproximately 1896-1900.

The Standard Club was comprisedClub, a German singing society founded in 1866.

of 110 Jewish business and professional men and was Milwaukee's leading Jewish

social club until the advent of the Jewish country clubs in the 20th Century.

(Swichkow, p. 119)
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By 1917 the former Curling Club hall had been renamed the Wells-

It continued to be used primarilyColonial and was being used as a dancehall.

as a ballroom and dance school through 1937, although several American Legion

The building was razed in 1938Posts also held their regular meetings there.

to make way for the Wisconsin Electric Power Company substation on the site.

(Milwaukee City Directory) (MI 90-24)

West End Amusement Association

As the West Side became increasingly populated by upper-income indus-

trialists, financiers, merchants, and upper-level management and professional

people, a host of private clubs and fraternal organizations were established.

Most often, groups wouldFew actually constructed their own buildings, however.

move into pre-existing structures, as had the Milwaukee Curling Club. An excep-

tion was the West End Amusement Association which constructed one of the few

The group wasstructures on the West Side built exclusively for club purposes.

incorporated in 1882 and its membership was comprised of prominent businessmen

among whom were such men of affairs as Sherburne S. Merril1, Washington Becker,

The stated purpose of the club was to entertain and amuseand A. C. Bridges.

its members.

The group constructed their clubhouse on a narrow lot on the south

The Queen Ann style struc-side of Wells Street between 28th and 29th Streets.

ture was set back an extraordinary 80' from the street and shaded by a stately

The exterior was painted in "high art colors" of several shadestree in front.

of brownish-green with red trim and detail . The long, narrow structure was
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built at a cost of $3,600 and had dimensions 100' deep by 30' wide. The fi rst

floor housed a three-lane bowling alley incorporating all of the latest sound-

proofing technology to make the sport less noisy. On the upper floor were

The High Victorian interior complemented thewalnut and maple billiard tables.

flamboyant exterior with its window casements and wainscotting painted olive

with brilliant red trim, marble washstands with nickel-plated faucets in the two

dressing rooms, and terra cotta rolling curtains with silver handles at the

Elegant brass fixtures lit the building. Unlike men's clubs of today,wi ndows.

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 12/29/1882, 2/2) The building wasliquor was prohibited.

converted into a private kindergarten in 1894 and then replaced in 1909 with a

The dwelling has been razed and the site is currentlymulti-family dwelling.

(Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1894 updated to 1909; Sanborn 1910 updatedvacant.

to 1926)

Sporting Clubs

Among the other recreation-oriented organizations on the West Side

the many small-scale local sporting groups that generally gathered atwere

One thing that many of these groups hadprivate residences for their meetings.

Most only existed for a few years andin common was their transitory nature.

Those that were long-lived often relocatedvery few constructed clubhouses.

outside the West Side to follow changing residential patterns or to find more

centrally located meeting places.

The Badger Wheelmen, a cycling club, met during the 1890s on North

22nd Street in a private residence located between Wells Street and Kilbourn

(Milwaukee City Directory)Avenue.
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The Westside Rifle Club met in the late 1890s at a private dwelling on

today's McKinley Boulevard between 13th and 14th Streets (razed). (Milwaukee

City Directory)

The Viola Lawn Tennis Club was founded at the southeast corner of

Grand Avenue and 23rd Street in 1896, an open space which has since been

(Milwaukee City Directory)developed.

The Westside Archery Club met on the grounds of William Plankinton's

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 7/24/1880, 8/3)residence in the 1880s.

Castle Ice Gardens Palace for Amusement

As the popularity of the small leisure club waned, commercial forms of

mass entertaiment began to draw large audiences. Skating and dancing were

especially popular forms of recreation in the 1920s and 1930s. The Castle Ice

Gardens Palace for Amusement was located at the northwest corner of 35th and

It was a masonry structure that housed an iceWells Streets from 1922-1923.

The interior was covered in ceramic tile and hadrink as well as dance hall.

The structure was built by the Ice Gardens Company but was sold ingalleries.

By 1926 theThe new owners changed the name to the Arena Ice Gardens.1924.

business was no longer listed in the City directory. The short-lived hockey

team of Marquette University practiced and played there from 1923 until the

The building was subsequently converted into other uses.business closed.

(Hamilton, p. 251) In 1926 the Edwards Motor Co., an auto dealership, occupied

the site as an annex to their main sales location at 36th and West Wisconsin
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(see Commerce). In 1927 the Milwaukee Electric Railway and Light Co. had their

In 1963 theIt remained a transit garage through 1959.garage in the building.

Wisconsin Telephone Company took over the existing structures and remains there

The Telephone Company has since replaced the original building with atoday.

new one.

Theaters

The form of entertainment which had the greatest longevity on the West

Its roots were in the nickelodeans and movieSide was the motion picture show.

arcades which were adapted from commercial storefronts in the early years of the

Flickers, as early motion pictures were called, were commonly20th Century.

teamed with vaudeville acts or other live entertainment and had been popular

It wasn't until World War I that buildings were commonlysince the late 1890s.

The West Side survey area couldconstructed specifically for movie viewing.

boast three such theaters.

State Theater

The State Theater was the earliest of the three, having been built in

1915 at a cost of approximately $15,000 for a Mr. Rice. S. W. Andree was the

It is located near the intersection of 27th and State Streets, whicharchitect.

The modest, brown brick State,was a bustling commercial strip at the time.

(MI 69-32)only 55' x 122', served as a no-frills local neighborhood theater.

An addition in 1923, 44' x 55', was built for commercial purposes and designed

(Building Permits) Examples of such small movieby Lindl, Lesser and Schutte.



- 19 -

Demolition and conversion into otherhouses are becoming scarce in Milwaukee.

By 1954, the State no longer ran movies and the building

In 1955, it was convertedwas occupied by the Milwaukee Evangelistic Temple.

The current name is The Palms.into its present use as a nightclub.

Tower Theater

In contrast to the State, the Tower Theater was built in 1925 as a

It is located at the southwest corner of 27th andneighborhood movie palace.

Dick and Bauer, theater architects., designed the $300,000Wells Streets.

(MI 115-24)complex which consisted of stdres, offices, and the movie house.

The MAL Investment Co. (M. L. Annenberg) was the original owner, but ownership

had passed to the Prudential Theater Co. of Wisconsin by 1960 and to United

(Building Permits) The buildingArtists Theaters of Wisconsin Inc. by 1971.

was constructed to basically the same plans as the Colonial, another neighbor-

hood theater constructed about the same time at 1513 West Vliet, but with

A large windowed tower on theSpanish motifs superimposed on the interior.

exterior made the building easy to recognize as a theater. Viewing movies at

Oriental rugs, a large lobby, andthe Tower has always been a special occasion.

grand staircase up to the balcony imparted a sense of grandeur to the occa-a

"Thirty years ago you had to get dressed up to go to the Tower" statedsion.

(Marquee, Headley, Vol. 3, No. 1, 1971, p. 7 and Milwaukeeone reminiscence.

Sent!nel, Janz, 2/19/1976)

In 1975 the Tower's movie career came to an end. It was purchased by

Family Hospital for $120,000 to be used for expansion of the hospital's facil-

In 1978, the floor area of the former theater was converted into ani ti es.

uses has been common.
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(Milwaukee Buildingemployee cafeteria and its monumental staircase removed.

Permits) On the exterior, the tower and marquee have been removed. At some

future date, Family Hospital plans to raze the entire structure, but in the

Meanwhile, it houses personnel, employee health, and other non-i nterior.

(Milwaukee Journal, 5/30/1975; Janz, Milwaukee Sentinel,patient functions.

2/19/1976)

Varsity Theater

The Varsity Theater at 1326 West Wisconsin opened in 1937 amid aerial

(MI 99-3) Thebombs and flares on its roof set off by manager George H. Brown.

site had previously been occupied by a two-story brick dwelling that had long

The building permit for the moviesince been converted into a rooming house.

The combinationtheater was taken out August 25, 1936, by Varsity Realty Co.

theater, office building, and commercial structure was designed in the Art

Moderne style by architects Grassold and Johnson of Milwaukee. By 1942, owner-

By the late 1960s,ship had passed to the Fox Wisconsin Amusement Corp.

Marquette University had acquired the building through an urban renewal pro-

In 1969Operation of the movie theater was leased to Cinema Inc.ject.

Marquette converted part of the commercial portion of the building into a

In that same year, nine precast concrete panels werebookstore and offices.

(City Building Permits) Cinema Inc. declined toplaced across the facade.

Marquette has sincerenew its lease in 1976 due to declining attendance.

operated the theater as an auditorium for guest speakers and has occasionally

(Milwaukee Journal, Olive, 4/1/1976)shown movies there as well.'
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In summary, recreation and entertainment on the West Side reflects the

growth of population and the spread of urbanization. Early forms of recreation

including racing, sleighing, and picnicking were popular when open space was

As population densityavailable and the area retained its pastoral quality.

increased and housing spread, individuals turned to indoor forms of amusement

while continuing those forms of outdoor activity compatible with an urban

Homing pigeon clubsVariety was the hallmark of these groups.environment.

Within twenty years such small clubsco-existed with bicycling associations.

gave way to larger organizations and mass entertainment with a city-wide

Good public and private transportation made movie houses, dance halls,appeal.

and the like accessible to the entire city population. While the bowling

alleys, dance halls, and theaters survived into the 1950s, important changes in

the 1960s and 1970s lead to the demise of even these. Increased population

density, lower income levels, and the popularity of suburban entertainment

Today only the State andcomplexes have all worked against the West Side.

Varsity Theaters survive, adapted to new uses, as reminders of the days when the

West Side was a popular entertainment area.

HP:CH:smr:WP 
8/7/84
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10. TRANSPORTATION

The first transportation systems on the West Side were constructed to

link Milwaukee with its markets in the state's agricultured hinterlands. Si nee

they were not primarily intended to promote the development of the project area,

the settlement that these early ventures encouraged was largely coincidental.

Intentional or not, the happy accident that the West Side lay in the path of some

of the state's most ambitious early internal transportation systems was to have a

Later, as the pressures for settlement inten-profound effect on its development.

sified, the West Side was to benefit from the construction of transportation

improvements including a rational street plan integrated with the rest of the city

by a system of bridges, through-traffic arteries and streetcar lines.

Water Transporation

The West Side's involvement in the national canal craze of the early

nineteenth century began.in 1836 when Byron Ki 1 bourn, town promoter west of the

river, secured from the United States Congress a land grant to be held in trust by

the Wisconsin Territory to finance the construction of a canal from the west bank

of the Milwaukee River beginning at North Avenue to the Rock River in central Rock

County and from there along improved natural waterways to the Mississippi River.

(Still, p. 42) Kilbourn, an engineer who had successfully built canals in Ohio,

ability to expand the region's economic base to incorporate the Milwaukee and Rock

( 1876 Historical Atlas, p. 8) The territorialRiver Canal Company in 1838.

government awarded Kilbourn’s Company a land grant of five-mile-wide parcels along

was able to convince enough investors of the canal's profit potential and its

a line that passed through the sale of canal lands to settlers who would establish
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The sale of the land was, in part, intended to expand the number offarms.

settlers who would eventually use the canal to obtain goals and to ship their goods

(land) Sale of 1839, over 43,000 acres were sold.to market. In the Grand Canal

( 1876 Historical Atlas, p.8) The canal company hoped to realize $140,000 from

this sale, but the territorial legislature, unsure that the canal would really

benefit the public, required only a 10% down payment which reduced the actual cash

(Still, p. 43) Territorial Governor, James Doty, who wasreturn to only $12,000.

admantly opposed to the canal's construction, further complicated matters by

allowing the land sale monies to be used for other territorial expenditures. In

1841, with only the dam at North Avenue and one mile of the canal built, the canal

company was on the verge of bankruptcy and became defunct. It was not until 1849,

however, that the company was forced to relinquish all of its land claims and the

( 1876 His-remaining unsold trust lands were made available for public sale.

torial Atlas, p. 8).

Although no portion of the proposed canal was ever constructed in the

West Side, the canal trust land sales were important in that they lead to the early

transfer of public lands to private ownership and encouraged speculator interest in

The ownership of large parcels of the West Side by land specula-West Side lands.

tors was to be an important force in the development of the area.

Roads - Early Road Networks

The development of the state's regional road system was much more impor-

tant than the short-lived Rock River Canal venture in the evolution of the West

The earliest roads in Wisconsin were military roads connecting forts andSide.

The most ambitious of these was the long road, built by Federalfrontier outposts.

troops, to connect Green Bay with Prairie du Chein, the state's two most important
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In 1836, a road was authorized to be constructed frompre-territorial cities.

(Matrons, p.Milwaukee through Madison to the Blue Mounds in western Dane County.

101) Still known as Bluemound Road, it follows its original route westward from

West Wisconsin Avenue in the City of Milwaukee to Madison. In 1838, the United

States Congress appropriated $30,000 for road construction in Wisconsin, of which

$10,000 was allocated for the construction of Bluemound Road. On September 1,

with the interior.

In 1845 the territorial legislature established the routes for special

new roads that were to radiate outward from Milwaukee. Commissioners were

appointed by the legislature to oversee their construction. Among the new highways

road from West Wisconsin Avenue intersecting with the Mukwanago Road (nowwas a

(Gregory, p. 277)National Avenue) on the city's south side. It is almost certain

that this road was never built, as it does not appear on either the 1859 Walling

Map or the Lipman & Riddle Map of 1858-59.

At the same time that the state's fledgling public highway system was

being constructed, investors were banding together to build and operate private

toll roads to better link Milwaukee with the interior and to ease the flow of goods

By the later 1840's, Milwaukee had surpassed its competitors, Kenoshaand produce.

and Racine, to become the trading center of southeastern Wisconsin.

Most of the early toll roads in the Milwaukee area were plank roads, so

called because they were constructed with wood plank paving. Wisconsin's plank

roads were begun at a time when private toll roads were already becoming passe' in

The nation's shortlived experiment with woodmost parts of the United States.

1839, the portion of Bluemound Road from Milwaukee to Madison was. opened.

(Watrons, p. 101) It was the first, major, planned road that connected Milwaukee
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paved turnpikes began in 1833 in Cuyuga County, New York, but, like the canals, was

brought to an abrupt end before its full flowering by the advent of the railroad.

Nevertheless, because the construction of railroads required massive infusions of

capital, more capital than was immediately available in cash-short territories such

as Wisconsin, plank roads, which were much less expensive to build, were

constructed as an alternative,&lthough they would soon be proved wrong, many people

years for Wisconsin to develop a railroad network. Infelt that it woi j take

the interim, the plank roads were intended to facilitate the flow of goods in the

territory.

The first plank road company was chartered by the territorial legislature

in 1846 to build the Madison, Watertown and Milwaukee Plank Road. The company was

reorganized in 1848 as a stock company with Elisha Eldred, president; Joshua

Hathaway, secretary; Alexander Mitchell, treasurer; and Eliphat Cramer, Hans

Crocker, Harvey Birchard, John S. Rockwell, and John Richards as, directors.

(Watrons, p. 105); Behling, p. 10; and Parsons Van and Slyck, 1851-52 Milwaukee

City Directory, xv). The road began in the city at two points; the north fork at

North 12th Place and Juneau Avenue, and the south fork, at North 11th Street and

The forks joined at what is now North 15th Street and HighlandKi 1 bourn Auenut-.

Avenue ' d continued westward to North 35th Street, following the course of present-

The road extended throughday State Street through the Miller Brewery Valley.

Wauwatosa to Pewaukee and to Oconomowoc in Waukesha County, and on to its terminus

By 1849 the first ten miles were in use nearat Watertown in Jefferson County.

Milwaukee and by the end of 1850, 38 miles were either planked or graded. In 1853

it was finished to the bridge in Watertown, a distance of 58 miles, making it the

(Behling, p. 12) Toll gates were locatedlongest plank road in the the state.

every mile between the city limits and North 35th Street and more frequently within

A one-way trip between Watertown and Milwaukee cost between 70<t andthe city.
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$1.00 in tolls.

Watertown Plank Road, other plan road companies were quickly formed. A total of 48

(Plommer, p. 42) A second plank roadcharters were granted between 1848 and 1852.

was built in 1851 on the north edge of the West Side along present-day Vliet

Street.

The decline of the plank roads began almost immediately after their con-

By the early 1850's, the demand for fast, dependable, cheap railroadstruction.

transportation was increasing and sufficient capital had finally been accumulated

(Plommer, p. 66) Although they served a purpose,to finance their construction.

(Gregory,the plank roads were limited in their distances and costly to maintain.

280-283) The oak planks used in their construction, expected to last a decade,PP-

rotted within three to four years, and their rough surfaces caused injuries to

(Gregory, pp. 282-82) The Watertown Plank Road remained in heavy useanimals.

until 1855, when the Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad was completed to Watertown,

after which use fell off and it deteriorated to the point that by 1863 it was

(Behling, p. 13)declared unsafe for travel and abandoned.

Although other plank roads leading from Milwaukee were built during this

period, including present-day Forest Home and National Avenues to the southwest,

Green Bay Avenue to the north, and Lisbon and Fond du Lac Avenues to the northwest,

the Watertown Plank Road was the most profitable and was the only one in the state

to be completed from beginning to end under the terms of its charter. In term's of

its effect on the West Side, the Watertown Plank Road was important as an early

road that traversed the project area opening up its interior to settlement and

making the lands attractive to investor,s and speculators. It was also instru-

mental in determining the location for the fledgling Miller Brewery on the plank

(Gregory, p. 279) At its peak, the Watertown Plank Road collected

over $1,300 per week in tolls. (Plommer, P. 72) Inspired by the success of the
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road in the Menomonee Valley.

Rail road Development

The coming of the railroads signalled the end of the era of plank road

The first rail charter granted in the state was to the Milwaukee andconstruction.

In 1848 the charter was amended to extend theWaukesha Railroad Company in 1847.

line to Madison and westward to the Mississippi River. In 1850, the name was

By 1849, $100,000 inchanged to the Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad Company.

stock subscriptions had been raised by the company with Byron Kilbourn as presi-

dent, William Taintor as secretary; and Edward D. Holton, Alexander Mitchell, E.B.

(Sangerfest, p. 37)Wolcott, and J.H. Tweedy as directors. Construction on the

line began at present-day Plankinton Avenue, south of West St. Paul Avenue and

proceeded westward reaching Waukesha in 1851, Merton in 1852, Madison in 1854, and

(Sangerfest, p. 51) APrairie du Chien on the Mississippi River in 1857.

successor company, the Milwaukee and Prairie du Chien Railroad Company, incorpo-

(Sangerfest, p. 51) The second railrated in 1860, purchased the line in 1861.

company chartered in the state was the Milwaukee and Watertown Railroad in 1851.

(Sangerfest, p. 51) Completed to Oconomowoc in 1854 and to Watertown in 1855, it

Both of these lines andwas routed along the south edge of the Menomonee Valley.

others built to Chicago were merged as the Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad in 1863.

The company was renamed the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad in 1875.

(Sangerfest, p. 51)

The presence of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad's tracks

through the Menomonee River Valley on the western edge of the West Side was to be

Over theof great importance in encouraging the industrialization of that area.

years, a small industrial pocket, including the Miller Brewery, Harley-Davidson and
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other firms grew-up along the railroad tracks.

iStreets and Bridges

The varied terrain of stagnant marshes and deep ravines that charac-

terized the topography of the West Side were an obstacle to the development of a

rational internal street system as well as to the integration of the neighborhood

with the rest of the city's circulation system. Incredibly ambitious grading pro-

jects were undertaken to reduce the dramatic landscape to a flat plane to

facilitate the sale of house lots and to ease the construction of streets. Hills

In the end, thewere cut down and the soil used to fill the deep ravines.

levelling process was so successful that today the basically flat West Side bears

little resemblance to its original appearance.

Overcoming the geographic obstacles that stood in the way of linking the

West Side with the rest of the city, particularly with the areas to the west of the

Menomonee River Valley required the construction of two substantial bridges. The

precipitous slope from the West Side into the Menomonee River Valley was first

negotiated by the Bluemound Road in 1839 to connect with West Wisconsin Avenue and

by the Watertown Plank Road (State street) in 1849. These two roads remained the

The steep descent into theprinciple means of crosing the valley until the 1870's.

valley was cumbersome and dangerous for horsedrawn wagons, which then had to pick

their way across the busy Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad tracks and

This was a great hindrance to the flow ofthread their way up the opposite bank.

traffic between Milwaukee and the west.

In an attempt to deal with this increasingly untenable situation, the

state legislature passed an improvements act in 1876 which required the Chicago,

. iI

I
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Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad to build a viaduct over its heavily used rail lines

( Milwaukee Sentinel, Mar. 13, 1876)in the valley. The County Board Committee on

Highways and Bridges supervised the project and a 40-foot-wide bridge was opened to

( Milwaukee Sentinel, Dec. 11, 1878)the public in 1878. This was the first

bridge to be constructed that could carry vehicular and pedestrian traffic over the

valley at or near street grade. This significantly improved the flow of traffic

along Wisconsin Avenue to Bluemound Road, effectively connecting the city with the

( Milwaukee Sentinel, Dec. 11, 1878) In 1917, thiswestern part of the county.

(MVIS, SHSW, 4000-4400 West Bluemoundbridge was replaced by the present one,

Road, #924) which was constructed by the Town of Wauwatosa prior to the annexation

by Milwaukee in 1924. The bridge is 24 feet wide, and consists of two distinct

The eastern span is of concrete constructionparts totaling 472 feet in length.

with a concrete balustrade and steel side rails. After crossing the river, it

southwest to join the second span, which is of steel plate grider con-

struction and supported by concrete piers.

Adjacent to the Bluemound Road Bridge is the Wisconsin Avenue Viaduct.

It was constructed by Milwaukee County between 1907 to 1911 to facilitate the

increasing automobile traffic between the city and the western suburb of Wauwatosa.

(MVIS, SHWS, 3800 to 4400 West Wisconsin Avenue) A design competition was held by

First place was awarded tothe County Board and twelve submissions were received.

His plan used the reinforced concrete archNew York engineer, Edwin Thacher.

Thacher's design called for eightinvented by Joseph Mel an, a Viennese engineer.

arches of 145-foot span, one 80-foot span and one 60-foot span producing a struc-

ture 2,088 feet long, 80 feet high, and 67 feet wide. Construction began on

September 2, 1907, by the Newton Construction Company, which had submitted the low

bid of $350,000. The company, beset by construction and financial problems, was

replaced by the National Engineering and Construction Company, which finished the

angles 30°
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project in 1911 at a cost of $550,000. Over 900 tons of steel and 55,000 barrels

of concrete were used to build the viaduct. The roadway originally had brick

pavers over an 18-inch cushion' of earth fill. This proved to be unsatisfactory and

in succeeding years required numerous, costly repairs. In 1934 the roadway was

widened from the original 40 feet to 46 feet by the Wisconsin Division of Highways.

Major alterations and repairs were made between 1950 to 1954 resulting in the

widening of the roadway from 46 feet to 58 feet with new sidewalks. The original

concrete rail and facia were replaced with a steel handrail.

With the bridging of the Menomonee River Valley, the West Side became

fully integrated into the city's circulation system. The isolated West End, lying

to the west of the project area, finally became accessible for development. More

importantly, the construction of the new BlueMound Road and Wisconsin Avenue Via-

ducts precipitated a dramatic change in the character of the major east-west

streets, in the project area, espically West Wisconsin Avenue. These previously

quiet thoroughfares rapidly became heavily-traveled, through traffic arteries

lessening their residential appeal and accelerating the westward march of commer-

Within a few years after the completion of the Wisconsin Avenuecial development.

Viaduct, the grand Victorian mansions along Wisconsin Avenue gegan to fall to the

wreckers ball to make way for auto dealerships and apartment blocks.

Mass Transportation Systems

The extension of streetcar lines into the West Side made possible the

In an era when most people hadfull residential development of the project area.

to walk to work and shopping and only the wealthy could afford to keep a horse and

carriage in the ciy, it was not possible for most of the population to live in

remote suburbs. As a result, in the early years of its development, the western
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portion of the West Side was only inhabited by a few wealthy families who lived on

expansive suburban estates. With the extension of the first streetcar lines into

the neighborhood, it became possible for middleclass families to settle in the

neighborhood in large numbers.

The first horsecar lines were established in Milwaukee in 1859. McShane,

Clay p. 52) They replace the horsedrawn omnibuses that had previously provided the

only means of public transport. These early streetcar lines were concentrated in

the central business district, near the river, and operated primariy between the

two train depots and the docks. The companies were granted franchises by the

The termsCommon Council which established routes, fares, and rates of operation.

The fixed fare ofof the franchises were an object of frequent public controversy.

5i regardless of the distance traveled and the virtual route monopolies granted to

the companies were frequently criticized. Many complained that the routes were

determined more by the speculative real estate development interest of the line

owners than by the transportation needs of the population. These criticisms were

In the economic boom that followed the civil war, for example,not without merit.

the largest companies extended their lines out into the county side to service

vacant tracts held by the company,s officers, in the hopes of encouraging lot

(McShane, pp. 56-59) Lines were built northeast to the North Point-Lakesales.

Park area and southwest to Forest Home Cemetery by the Cream City Railway, while

others were extended west to the Soldier's Home and north along North Third Street

(McShane, pp. 53-54) The anticipated building boomby the Milwaukee City Railway.

at the end of the lines did not occur, however, since there was ample land

available much closer to the city and because these remote subdivisions were not

attractive to homeowners as a result of their lack of such essential servies as

As a result, most of these boom lines were abandonedwater, gas and sewer lines.

in 1874 (Simon and McShane, p. 54) in the aftermath of the Panic of 1873 and the
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ensuing national economic recession.

Conincidentally, it was in 1874 that the West Side Railway Company was

founded by Sherburn S. Merril, John Tesch, Samuel Green, Stephen Harrison, and John

Largely free of the political and entrepreneurial entanglements thatPlankinton.

had handicapped earlier streetcar campanies, the West Side Company successfuly

built a double track trolley on Wells Street from the downtown West to North 34th

(Gurda, p. 92) This line was built to serve the growing number of resi-Street.

dents on the West Side as well as to provide convenient transport to the Miller

Beer Garden, which was only a couple of blocks west of the line,s 34th Street ter-

Since it was built through one of the more densely settled sectors of themi nue.

city, this line, although it had the least number of miles, soon had the highest

ridership and earned the greatest profits of all the major stree car companies.

(McShane, p. 54) In 1879 Washington Becker, Merrill's son-in-law, assumed control

He added an additonal route on Juneau Avenue between North 12thof the company.

and North 27th Streets, and had car barns and stables erected at the southeast

corner of Juneau Avenue and 27th Street and at the southeast corner of Wells and

22nd Streets.

In order to keep abreast of the latest technology, the Common Council

permitted all of the street car lines to electrify in 1889. The competition

between the three major lines to see who could convert to electricity first was

intense and the prospect of an electric trolley system set off a boom in real

estate speculation along the streetcar routes that lasted until the depression of

(McShane, p. 65) Although both the Cream City and Milwaukee City Railways1893.

were heavily financed by eastern businessmen, neither was able to find a way to

convert to an electric trolley system that would not be cost prohibitive. The West

Side Railway Company, however, was successful in electrifying its Wells Street
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route and on April 4, 1890, the city's first electric trolley was put into use.

The

advent of the fast efficient, all-weather electric trolley greatly increased pro-

perty values west of North 27th Street. Long viewed as too remote from downtown

shopping and employment opportunities, this part of the city, which had remained

largely rural, was rapidly built-up with the homes of the prospering middle class

after 1890.

Inspired by the success and profitability of the newly electrified West

Side Railway Company a movement began to consolidate all of the city's street car

lines into one system that could be electrified at the least possible cost. Henry

Payne, president of the Milwaukee City Line, merged his company in 1890 with the

The WestCream City Railway Company to form the Milwaukee Street Railway Company.

All of the lines in the system had beenSide Railway was purchased by Payne 1891.

(McShane, pp. 81-84) The consolidation proved beneficial toelectrified by 1893.

the West Side as old routes were exended and new ones created. By 1894 the Wells

Street route was extended to Wauwatosa over the Wauwatose Motor Company viaduct,

which had been built across the Menomonee Valley in 1893. New routes were added on

West State Street between North 11th and North 27th Streets, on North 27th Street

between North Avenue and Clybourn Street, and North 35th Street between Lloyd

Street and Clybourn Street, with the result that by the mid-1890's all of the West

Side was easily accessible by streetcar. Conveniently served by some of the best

mass transportation in the city, the West Side was fully developed as a middle

class residential area in a massive building boom that lasted from about 1890 until

just before World War I.

(McShane, p. 78) Power for the line was supplied by a transformer station located 

on the north side of Wells Street between North 11th and North 12th Streets.
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PLANNING AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE11.

Cowmunity Development

Community development patterns on the West Side, at least in terms of

street plan, were largely predetermined by the first village plats and the

provisions of the city charter. Kilbourn's original grid plan of 1835 was con-

This was mandatedtinously extended as the city expanded its western boundary.

by a revision in the Milwaukee Charter of 1856 that stipulated that all land

subdivided into city lots, "shall, in platting the same, cause the streets and

alleys in such plat to correspond in width and general direction with the

(Simon, p. 23)streets and alleys in said city adjacent to" the new additions.

This was done to avoid the misalignment of streets that had occurred between

Kilbourntown west of the river and Juneautown east of the river. The grid was

seen as a convenient way to subdivide the great expanse of the West Side and to

The subdivi-facilitate lot sales and ensure the highest profit by developers.

sion rule was included in the 1874 city charter and all subsequent West Side

(Simon, p. 23) There was no attemptland platting was affected by these laws.

by any land developers to deviate from the established grid by platting romantic

The grid plan ensuredneighborhoods of winding streets and small parklands.

linear residential development patterns that blended different economic and

social classes on the same street, since different parts of a street, as it was

extended westward, would be platted into separate subdivisions with various

sizes of lots at different prices that would be sold to people of different

Hence, a subdivision of large expensive lots with deedeconomic means.

restrictions requiring the construction of large and costly homes might be

located adjacent to a subdivision of small, cheap lots where cottages or

duplexes might be built.
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Parks and Caaeteri es

Unlike the original village areas and older parts of the city, the

Small publicWest Side had no squares or parks set aside for public use.

squares and triangles were common in the Kilbourn, Juneau and Walker plats.

They were donated by private benefactors and land developers to promote develop-

These provided needed open space and parkland in thement and lot sales.

decades before the city government assumed the responsibility for providing

Neither were there private efforts on the West Side to create privateparks.

parks that would be developed and paid for by the residents of the neighbor-

This had been done in establishing the 7th Ward Park (now Juneau Park)hood.

the bluffs overlooking Lake Michigan on Milwaukee's lower East Side.on

The result of the absence of planned open space on the West Side was

in part its physical distance from the most intensive town development along the

Public squares were not warranted on the West Side asriver and harbor area.

town developers did not see this part of the city in direct competition to their

Also a significant part of the West Side, particularly west of Northefforts.

20th Street, remained highly rural well into the 1880s.

Another factor which inhibited public park development was the pop-

The Miller Garden at the west end of Wellsularity of private pleasure parks.

Street could be reached by streetcar by 1874 and the Milwaukee Garden at North

14th and West State Streets, established in 1850, was within easy walking

distance for a high percentage of West Side residents.

114) A third private park, the Cold Spring Driving Park, located alongP-

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 9/27/1859 andgrounds and the Cold Spring House Hotel.

present day McKinley Boulevard jind Juneau Avenue between North 27th and North 

35th Streets, established in the mid-1850s, was the site of a horse track, fair

(Built in Milwaukee,
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2/7/1862) Cold Spring Park was a popular place for people from all parts of

Milwaukee to attend dances, concerts and horse races. Because it often served

as the site of the Wisconsin State Fair from the 1850s to the end of the 1880s,

Cold Spring Park was one of Milwaukee's more significant pleasure parks of the

By 1884 the park could be reached by the Juneau Avenue street car19th century.

Cold Spring Park was well used until it was subdivided in 1890 for resi-1 i ne.

(Milwaukee Sentinel, 9/24/1890) (A more detailed accountdential development.

of the Miller and Milwaukee Gardens, and the Cold Spring Driving Park appears in

the chapter, "Recreation and Entertainment).

In addition to the private pleasure parks, the presence of other semi -

public open spaces including the Concordia College campus, and the country

estates of Dr. Robert Faries, at 3011 West State Street, (MI 124-8) and Colonel

Theodore Yates, at 2710 West State Street, (MI 109-23) tended to stifle attempts

to establish a major public park on the West Side. With all of that apparently

open space, few people saw the need for a public park. Furthermore, parks were

often at the urging of wealthy residents, but the West Side elite, who lived

along Grand Avenue and elsewhere, surrounded their mansions with expansive,

elaborately landscaped grounds that were, in effect, private parks- and so did

little to encourage the city to establish public parks on the West Side. This

prompted one 19th Century observer to note:

"Grand Avenue...1 ined with heavy shade trees...and fronted 
on either hand by elegant residences and carefully kept 
grounds...at the west end of the thoroughfare (the grounds) 
are observed to be much more extensive, giving opportunity 
for the display of skill in landscape gardening...the absence 
of division fences,...making the avenue to seemingly pass 
through one immense and elegant park." (Harger, Milwaukee 
Illustrated 1877, pp. 21-24)
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This spaciousness contrasted with the circumstances of their wealthy

counterparts in the densely-built Yankee Hill neighborhood on the East Side, who

planned and built the 7th Ward Park by private subscription to provide much

needed open space.

Even though the West Side possessed what appeared to be an abundance

of open space alternatives to regular parks, not all were accessible to the

When the Park Commission was established in 1889, a system of parkspubl ic.

linked by boulevards was designed to provide adequate public open space. (Built

in Milwaukee, p. 121) Although there were no major parks planned for the West

The first of these landscaped thorough-Side, several boulevards were created.

fares was Highland Boulevard between North 27th and North 35th Streets. Estab-

lished in 1896 by the Common Council as the first boulevard in the city, it was

(Generala dual-lane roadway with an esplanade 40 feet wide down the center.

Ordinances of 1896, chapt. 25, Sec 62, pp. 734-35) The second boulevard in the

city was McKinley Boulevard also located between North 27th and North 35th

It was established by the Council in 1906 and was similar in design toStreets.

(General Ordinances of 1906, chapt. 25, Sec. 81 pp. 230-31)Highland Boulevard.

As part of the same Council action that created McKinley Boulevard, Highland

Boulevard was extended westward and northward from North 35th Street, in a curve

to Vliet Street to end at the south entrance to Washington Park. The third

boulevard established by the Common Council was Grand Avenue, also in 1906, from

(General Ordinances of 1906, pp.North 8th Street westward to the city limits.

230-31)

Although the boulevards were considered to be public parklands, the

initial landscape improvements were paid for by the abutting property owners.

The improvements, however, were maintained by the Department of Public works at
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the expense of the respective ward. Traffic was limited on the boulevards and

vehicles carrying heavy loads such as building materials, refuse, animals and

farm produce were prohibited from using them as thruways. (General Ordinances

of 1896, p. 735)

The boulevards also proved to be an important development tool in

attracting a higher class of housing. The previously established grid pattern

of subdivision afforded no special or distinctive spaces in the neighborhoods to

break the linear street pattern, but the boulevards with their landscaped

esplanades distinguished the most important streets from the monotonous grid.

House sites along the boulevards were sold at premium prices. Developers were

able to reduce the number of cross streets, thereby, increasing the lot sizes

and giving the streets a distinctively linear, self-contained quality with

This was most evident in theclearly identified major entrances at either end.

layout of Highland Boulevard where only two cross streets were allowed between

In the case of Grand Avenue, where almostNorth 27th and North 35th Streets.

all of the mansions had al ready been built by 1906, the boulevard designation

was mainly intended to reduce the amount of thru traffic and further distinguish

(Harger, p. 21)it as "the street of streets for promenaders."

ThreeCemeteries also provided a limited source of open space.

cemeteries were established on the West Side, one by a private association, one

The first was Spring Hill Cemeteryby a church, and one by a local government.

on the present site of St. James Episcopal Church and the St. James Court Apart-

ments at 825-33 West Wisconsin Avenue. Established in 1839 by the Town of

(Wisconsi nMilwaukee, it was the first cemetery west of the Milwaukee River.

State Old Cemetery Society, compiler R.J. Felber, January 1984) Spring Hill was

in active use until 1851, when the site was purchased by St. James Episcopal
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From 1851 to 1881, the burials from Spring Hill were systematical lyChurch.

reinterred at Forest Home Cemetery on the south side to allow St. James to

expand its facilities. The second cemetery was the first Calvary Cemetery

established in 1845 by Bishop John M. Henni as the first Roman Catholic ceme-

tery in Milwaukee. It was situated on 6.6 acres at North 23rd Street on the

south side of West Wisconsin Avenue, now the site of the Grand Avenue Congrega-

(LaVies, John Location and Detailed Description of Earlytional Church.

Catholic Church Property in the Archodiocese of Milwaukee, WI, Sheet 83). Thi s

cemetery was abandoned and the burials reinterred in the present Calvary Ceme-

(Milwaukee Landmarks, "Calvarytery at 5503 West Bluemound Road in 1857.

Cemetery," n.p.) The third cemetery was Gruenhagen Cemetery located on the

north side of Juneau Avenue between North 12th Place and North 14th Street. Its

exact date of origin is uncertain, but it appeared on city maps as early as

(I. Lapham, "1848 Map of Milwaukee") Established as a burial ground for1848.

protestants, it was purchased by the Second Ward Cemetery Association inGerman

(Wisconsin State Old Cemetery Society, compiler R.J. Felber, 1981) The1850.

west 210 feet of the cemetery was sold in 1859 for residential development. By

1861 the grounds were closed by orders of the city because of poor maintenance.

In 1870 the remaining portion was sold at a sheriff's auction and subdivided

(R.J. Felber, 1981) Friedens United Church of Christinto house lots in 1873.

erected their present church in 1906 on the east part of the grounds.
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12. ARCHITECTURE

The architecture of Milwaukee's West Side is exemplary of the major

architectural styles that were dominate in the second half of the nineteenth

century through the 1930s. The building stock is quite diverse in both type and

scale, and reflects the West Side's development patterns as an area associated

with opulant mansions, pioneer homes, and worker's housing, as well as some of

the city's largest apartment bu'ildlngs and institutions like schools, hospitals,

There are also a significant number of churches, andand fraternal club houses.

Design motifs indicative of the differentcommercial and industrial buildings.

styles are repeated in variations along the spectrum of building types. It is

not unusual to see identical elements, like a modillioned cornice or a lattice-

This architecturalwork porch, used in the simplest form to the monumental.

diversity is largely the result of the historic economies of scale and the

The architects who prepared thecommunity need for institutional facilities.

plans for over a third of the West Side's building stock intensified this com-

Thirty-nine indivi-plex strata with their own different levels of expertise.

dual architects, twenty-two firms, and six master builders, ranging from the

eminent Edward T. Mix to the Hunholz Brothers who were speculative builders,

contributed to forming the West Side's architectural character.

Materials

The primary building materials of wood, brick, and stone used on the

The predominate buildingWest Side were almost all obtained from local sources.

Milwaukee was a major lumber center during the nineteenthmaterial was wood.

century and its numerous saw mills processed the state's vast timber lands into

millions of board feet for house construction throughout the city and the upper

Midwest.
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Readily available and economical, wood was used extensively for frames, exterior

cladding like clapboards and shingles, and for porches and railings as spindles,

balustures and columns. Its versatility also made it popular for use in cornice

treatments, bargeboards and window caps. Wood construction was not limited to

the modest or least expensive structures in the survey area, but some of the

finest residences on the West Side like the Fred W. Sivyers House (c. 1888) at

761 North 25th Street (MI 97-27) and the Willits-Sternemann House (1903) at

3112 West McKinley Boulevard (MI 105-16) were crafted completely from wood.

Interiors were also designed with wood and the elaborate spaces created in the

numerous mansions of the West Side were among the finest in the city.

The use of brick on the West Side was second to wood in importance as

Local brick making first appeared in Milwaukee in thea building material .

1830s with the first brick house built in 1836 and the first brick commercial

(Built in Milwaukee, p. 29) On the West Side, brick making wasblock in 1840.

one of the earliest industries to be developed (see Industry). Lacustrine clays

were extracted from the bluffs along the Menomonee River Valley and when fired,

a chemical reaction would affect the minerals in the clay to produce a buff or

This unique brick was known as Milwaukee "cream brick" andpale yellow color.

was in demand by other American cities such as Chicago and St. Louis for its

(H. Russell Zimmermann, "Milwaukee's Cream City-superior quality and color.

Brick," p. 26) Brick making boomed in the 1850s and the first brick structures

The three oldestof solid masonry walls appeared on the West Side at this time.

known extant residences in the survey area were all built of cream brick: the

Dr. Robert J. Faries House (1850) at 3011 West State Street (MI 124-8), the

Sylvester Pettibone House (c. 1850) at 2051 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 103-35),

and the Colonel Theodore Yates House (1868) at 2710 West State Street (MI 109-

23). A fourth early cream brick structure in the survey is the former Gettleman

Brewery Building (1854) at 4400 West State Street (MI 127-21). Cream brick was
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also widely used in the foundation and chimneys of frame structures.

The highest concentration of cream brick structures on the West Side

This was probably a result of the fire codesare found in the eastern part.

that were established in 1888 which prohibited frame construction in the oldest

The code established fire'limits andand most densely built parts of the city.

all new construction within these boundaries was to be of fire-proof materials.

The fire limits on the West Side were east from the Milwaukee River to North

14th Street, north of West Kilbourn Avenue, and to North 18th Street, south of

(General Ordinances of the City of Milwaukee, 1888, Sec. 135,Kilbourn Avenue.

p. 53)

These boundaries were slightly revised in 1896 with the line north of

Kilbourn Avenue moved east from 14th Street to between North 13th and North 12th

(General Ordinances, Chap. 3, Sec. 157, p. 55) In 1914 the 1imitsStreets.

changed considerably and the line along Kilbourn Avenue was moved southwere

four blocks to West Clybourn Street, outside of the West Side survey area.

(General Ordinances, Chap. IV, pp. 201-202)

Cream brick had a limited use in Milwaukee and by 1900 very few struc-

The brick was called "old fashioned" by the newtures were built with it.

generation whose architectural tastes were changing from the eclectism of the

Victorian period to the more refined designs of the English Renaissance and

Brick of russet, dark red,American Colonial of the early twentieth century.

brown, and amber was in demand not only to properly execute the design, but as a

deliberate move away from the unsophisticated image the cream brick presented.

Brick in these colors was produced locally, but large quantities of "pressed

The pressed brick provided a smooth mattebrick" was imported from St. Louis.

finish that could be laid with thin tight motar joints that resulted in a

Brick veneer was used consistently throughout thetaught, restrained facade.

West Side during all periods of building construction and for all building
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types.

The use of stone, terra cotta, and stucco on the West Side was

generally not as primary building materials, but to accent and embellish the

building facade. The building stone that was quarried locally came from

deposits located in the Wauwatosa area and from extensive deposits in Waukesha

Quarried as limestone, it was used almost exclusively for foundationsCounty.

and street curbing. (Milwaukee Sentinel, 10/12/1847) The first quarries opened

in the mid-1840s and with the completion of the plank road system in the early

(see Transporta-1850s the use of cut stone intensified in the Milwaukee area.

tion) The West Side has few all-stone structures and the most prominent one is

St. James Episcopal Chruch-NRHP, 1979 (1867-68) at'844 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI

98-16). Designed by eminent Detroit architect, Gordon William Lloyd, it used

rock-faced Wauwatosa limestone trimmed with dressed limestone from the quarries

The local stone was a pale buff color with a veryat Bridgeport, Connecticut.

This made it a popular trim material for buildings con-non-porous texture.

It blended well in color and texture, but provided astructed of cream brick.

This was best examplified in the designslight contrast in the overall design.

of the Grand Avenue Congregational Church (1887) at 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue

(MI 103-25).

Like the cream brick, the use of local stone began to lose favor in

It was replaced largely with Bedford lime-the construction of major buildings.

stone quarried in Indiana and with cast stone which was a popular, economical

The Indiana limestone had a courser, grainier surface that pro-alternati ve.

It was used extensively in theduced a dignified, yet restrained appearance.

construction of the Fred Pabst, Jr. House (1891) at 3112 West Highland Boulevard

(MI 108-10); Second Church Christ Scientist (1913) at 2722 West Highland Boule-

vard (MI 107-28); and Our Savior's Lutheran Church (1951) at 3022 West Wisconsin

Avenue (MI 101-21). An excellent use of cast stone is seen in the entrances of
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the Milwaukee County Emergency Hospital and Dispensary (1928) at 2430 West

Wisconsin Avenue (MI 100-31).

Terra cotta and stucco were produced by local craftsman as veneer

materials to adequately create the historic aesthetic that was required by the

period revival architectural styles that emerged at the end of the nineteenth

In the nineteenth century, terra cotta was used almost exclusively ascentury.

a form of decorative ornament that could be produced in a multitude of intricate

Also, itspatterns and designs at a cost far less than hand-carved stonework.

natural earth-tone color was a perfect compliment to the somber brick tones that

Probably the most elaborate use of terra cotta in thewere used at the time.

survey area is the Joseph B. Kalvelage House-NRHP, 1978 (1896-97) at 2432 West

Kilbourn Avenue (MI 83-25). Designed by architect, Otto Strack, its German

Renaissance-inspired facades were embellished in abundance on the front porch

Other residences which exhibit the same treatmentand in the Flemish gables.

the George Schuster House (1891) at 3209 West Wells Street (MI 126-33) andare

the Ernst Pommer House (1895) at 3035 West Kilbourn Avenue (MI 125-11). At the

beginning of the twentieth century, terra cotta was used as an overall cladding

The Henry Harnischfeger House (1905) at 3424material for both roofs and walls.

West Wisconsin Avenue has an excellent, well-preserved pan-tile roof that is

As a wall covering, the Old Line Life Insurance Buildingglazed terra cotta.

(c. 1915) at 1102 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 85-10) is the only major example in

the survey area that exhibits this phenomenon.

Stucco was used the least of all the major building materials. As

a type of plaster, it was produced by an infinite number of contractors and

Prairie architectural influences. There are no grand Tudor mansions in the

survey area, but there are numerous examples of large-scale residences using

stucco in the McKinley Boulevard and Concordia Historic Districts.

builders, primarily in residences that exhibited Tudor, Arts and Crafts, or
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Imported materials such as rare woods and fine marbles were used

in very limited quantities and in only the most opulent mansions and larger

The Frederick Pabst Mansion-NRHP, 1975 (1890-92) at 2000 West Wiscon-churches.

sin Avenue (MI 100-19) had paneling from a seventeenth century German castle and

(Jean Johnson, When Midwest Millionairesimported teak and gold onyx mantels.

Lived Like Kings, p. 233) The Alexander Mitchell House (1859, 1870-1876) at 900

West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 104-21) had the walls lined with brocaded velvets from

Florence and Venice, Italy and costly imported teak woodwork in the entrance

Italian marble was used for the main(Leonard, p. 1543)hall and main parlors.

alter of Gesu Roman Catholic Church (1892-94) at 1145 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI

98-25).

Residential Design

The residential architecture of the West Side is the most diverse of

It is represented by the major architectural styles ofall the building types.

the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and has the widest use of design motifs

Residences account for at least 80 percent of all the buildingsand materials.

Wood is the predominate build-surveyed with most built between 1885 and 1915.

ing material and is used almost universally in the exterior cladding, as well

Brick and stone are also used, but in limitedas in the internal framing.

Aside from the earliest load-bearing, solid brick buldings, brick wasamounts.

Stone was chieflyused as either veneer or in the foundations and chimneys.

used to decorate and embellish the exterior facades and in some foundations.

An important adjanctThere are no known all-stone residences on the West Side.

Usually built twoof many larger residences and mansions is the carriage barn.

to five years after the main house, its design either emmulated or complimented

A significant number of these structuresthe architectural style of the house.

survive; primarily in the Concordia, Highland Boulevard, and McKinley Boulevard
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Historic Districts.

Early Residenees/1850-1870

There are no known residences on the West Side that have survived from

Architectural syles domi-the earliest years of settlement from 1835 to 1850.

nate in this period were the Federal and Greek Revival, and historic photographs

A significantgive evidence that farmhouses with these tendancies did exist.

example was the Greek Revival farmhouse of Charles Rangers located at about West

(MCHS-Iconogfaphy Collection) BothWisconsin Avenue and North 21st Street.

styles were in use beyond the traditional cut-off dates established by East

is warranted in this context as its form and scale resembles the residences of

Highly indicative of the Federalthe period more than an industrial plant.

Style, it is a three-bay, rectangular block of vertical proportions with a

slightly pitched, gabled roof.

Few residences remain in the survey area from the 1850 to 1870

Characterized as the Romantic Movement in American architecture,period.

building forms changed from the rigid symmetry and rectangular openings of

Classicism to that of assymetrical massing with pointed and round arches.

Design influences were derived primarily from the medieval sources of the Gothic

Building design was not a historical revival of medievaland the Romanesque.

architecture, but specific details were extracted to create picturesque images

Ornament was at a minimum with concentration on theof their antecedants.

Another important historical source was the Italianbuilding's silouhette.

Usually found with a tower and arcaded loggia or belevedere, it provedVilla.

to be one of the most popular residential forms of the period in the United

Coast design trends, and the only extant building in the survey area that 

alludes to this period is the former Gettleman Brewery Building (1854) at 4400 

West State Street (MI 127-21). Built as an industrial building, this discussion
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Most of the Romantic styles continued through the nineteenth centuryStates.

into the Victorian period with a flamboyant use of applied ornamentation.

The four known surviving residences from this period represent the

Romantic movement, but succeeding alterations and additions, some in keeping

Probablywith the period, have obscured their original forms and appearance.

the oldest of this group is the Dr. Robert J. Faries House at 3011 West State

Street (MI 124-8). The site was purchased by Faries around 1850 and it is

believed that he did not build this house, but remodeled an older Greek Revival

This is evidenced by the Greek Revival style, pedimented lintelsfarmhouse.

Originally a square block with a low hipped roof,on the first floor windows.

He was Wisconsin's firstFaries raised the roof to its present appearance.

dentist and an avid astronomer, and the flat-roofed surface was used as an

The third owner, Philetus Yale, built the five-story towerobservation deck.

He made theseand is believed to have added the west wing and the dormers.

improvements in 1863 when he purchased the house from Sidney L. Rood.

(H. Russell Zimmermann, Milwaukee Journal, 5/14/1967) The changes made by

Yale resulted in a picturesque, Italian Villa that was typical of the period.

The Sylvester Pettibone House at 2051 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 103-

35) and the Alexander Mitchell House at 900 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 104-21)

The Pettibone House was erectedwere both originally built as Italian Villas.

The original house is the three-baysometime in the mid-1850s as a farmhouse.

western section and was a square block with a low hipped roof and belvedere.

(Marion Ogden, Homes of Old Spring Street, p. 29) In the 1870s, owner George 0.

White, added the east wing in keeping with the original Italianate pattern.

Historical photographs from the Milwaukee County Historical Center document the

changes in 1902 and 1905 when the present gabled roof treatment was added and

the multi-paned windows replaced the Italianate ones.

The Mitchell House has a similar history. Originally built in 1859
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for Alexander Mitchell, the Italian style Villa had its main entrance on North

Between 1870 and 1876, the largest and most elaborage additions9th Street.

Architect, Edward Townsend Mix, was commissioned to design thewere made.

alterations which resulted in a Second Empire style mansion with a mansard

roof, five-story square tower, and a new entrance facing West Wisconsin Avenue.

Attached to the west side of the house was a magnificent 20,000 square foot

conservatory that was replaced by the present three-story wing at the turn of

the century by the Wisconsin Club.

The fourth residence from this period is the Colonel Theodore Yates

House at 2710 West State Street (MI 109-23). It was built about 1868 for Yates

who was a captain in the Civil War, and after promoted to Colonel was commandant

The Yates House was designed in theof the Soldier's Home at Wood, Wisconsin.

Gothic Revival and characteristic of the style, it had a steeply pitched center

Of this early group ofgable and pointed-arched windows and label moldings.

West Side residences, the Yates house has the fewest changes and remains very

close to is original appearance.

VICT0RIAN/1870-1900

Late Picturesque/1870-1885

The Late Picturesque is used to categorize those Romantic styles like

the Gothic, Romanesque and Italianate that continued after the Civil War in the

Those residences built during this time exhibited aAmerican Victorian Period.

greater use of materials as well as the tendancy for over-ornamentation. Mater-

ial colors, textures, and types would be varied and used in intricate combina-

This affect would produce dramatic patterns creatingtions called polychromy.

depth on flat wall surfaces while emphasizing the assymetrical and vertical

Buildings designed in this manner were oftenqualities of the building.

referred to as "High Victorian." Few residences on the West Side, aside from

i
■
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the mansions along West Wisconsin Avenue, were built in this manner. All of

the mansion's representing the period are gone and those smaller residences that

remain modestly used materials and ornament.

The Thomas D. Cook House (1875) at 853 North 17th Street (MI 92-22)

is a symmetrical double house designed by eminent Milwaukee architect, Edward

Its cream brick facades are varied with the use of rockfacedTownsend Mix.

stone, now painted, in the banding and lintels of the pointed, arched windows.

The picturesque quality of the house is heightened by the chalet style roof

supported by brackets and a pair of carved wooden dragons in front gable end.

Probably the best example from this period is the Harry B. Walker House (c.

1880) at 3130 West Wells Street (MI 110-22). It is a Gothic Revival style

residence with an assymetrical , cross-gabled plan constructed of cream brick and

The gable ends are detailed by open bracework ties withtrimmed with stone.

It has been well-preserved and retains all of its major designking posts.

features.

A style that emerged during this period that was not a continuation of

Characterized by a mansard roof, the

body of the house would usuallly have elements from other High Victorian syles.

The only major Second Empire style residence of note on the West Side is the

As previously discussed, the house received itsAlexander Mitchell House.

current mansard roof treatment when it was significantly altered from plans

designed by Architect Mix in the 1870s.

Queen Anne/1885-1910

The Queen Anne in American architecture is generally described as the

period in the 1880s and 1890s for large assymetrical, multi-gabled, multi-tex-

Without question this was the majortured, turreted--usually frame--houses.

stylistic force that visually shaped the West Side's building stock as it

The examples that do survive show a strong design influence towards 

the Gothic.

a previous movement was the Second Empire.
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emerged as part of the urban context in the later half of the nineteenth cen-

It was rare that residences built during this period, even the simplesttury.

cottages, did not exhibit some elements of the Queen Anne. Some of the finest

Queen Anne residences in the city are located on the West Side and are generally

in an excellent state of preservation.

The Fred W. Sivyers House (c. 1888) at 761 North 25th Street (MI

109-12), the Albert Baubletz House (1894) at 3019 West Kilbourn Avenue (MI

125-7), and the Quincy Matthews House (1887) at 2824 West State Street (MI

109-12) are three of the outstanding examples of frame Queen Anne design in

Each is an assymetrical plan with numerous intersecting andthe survey area.

overhanging gables that are covered with a multiplicity of clapboards, fish

The rention of the original porches,scales, shingles, and carved panels.

window treatments, and entrances distinguishes these residences from other

frame examples found on the West Side.

Queen Anne design was not limited to frame construction only, but was

The Michael Carpenter Househighly adaptable to a variety of masonry materials.

(1890) at 1115 North 35th Street (MI 118-24), the Victor Schlitz House (1890) at

2004 West Highland Avenue (MI 68-32), the David W. Howie House (c. 1886) at 3026

West Wells Street (MI 110-28), and the Bernard Eiring House (1888) at 2825 West

Kilbourn Avenue (MI 124-33) all used cream brick to clad their exterior walls.

Textural variety was achieved by the use of rock-faced limestone in the sills,

lintels, arches, and banding, as well as with inset terra cotta panels and

Wood was also used to trimbrickwork set in tapestry and geometric patterns.

Likegable ends and in the porches, and as paneling for oriels and turrets.

the frame examples, these residences have retained their major architectural

elements and are exemplary of the style.

Post-Victorian Eclectism - 1890-1910
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At the close of the Queen Anne period, residential design began to

merge with a variety of stylistic motifs to produce an eclectic architecture

that was not clearly identifiable as one particular style. The result was

residences with the form and massing of the Queen Anne, but elements of the

Romanesque, Colonial Revival, and even the Gothic were used in predominate

This expression of eclectism isfeatures like porches, turrets, and openings.

best exemplified in the survey area by the George Schuster House (1891) at 3209

West Wells Street (MI 126-33). Often described as the "Red Castle on Wells,"

its assymetrical form is clad with red sandstone, dark red brick, and russet

These materials and colors are largely associated with Romanesqueterra cotta.

buildings of the period, yet Colonial Revival elements like the broken swan neck

pediment on the east facade is used to adorn the second floor windows in the

A predominate feature of this house is the use of Flemish gables.center bay.

These curvilinear, stepped forms reflect the German backgrounds of both the

Other examples in the survey area of this architecturalclient and architect.

form are the A. H. Esbanshade House (1899) at 3119 West Wells Street (MI 127-5)

and the Ernst Pommer House (1895) at 3035 West Kilbourn Avenue (MI 125-11).

Though smaller in scale and less ornate than the Schuster House, both are well-

preserved and exhibit the same details.

The Flemish gable was a popular design motif of the period and many of

Those residences with a more formalthe larger, ornate residences used them.

composition and symmetrical facades evolved as a sub-group of the eclectic ver-

sions referred to as the German Renaissance Revival. Exemplary of this high

style form of German classicism are the Frederick Pabst Mansion-NRHP, 1975 (1890-

92) at 2000 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 100-19) and the Joseph Kalvelage House-

NRHP, 1978 (1896-98) at 2432 West Kilbourrn Avenue (MI 83-25). Both of these

residences have as their dominate feature, highly ornamented Flemish gables. In

the Pabst Mansion, the gables are stepped and decorated with scrolled volutes
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In contrast, the Kalvelage House usesand placed flanking the main entrance.

the gable in a curvilinear form at the center of the main facade.

Colonial Revival 1890-1910

Paralleling the Queen Anne and eclectic variations was the American

Derived from sixteenth and seventeenth century sources foundColonial Revival.

on the eastern seaboard, the Colonial Revival was a highly transitional style on

Anthe West Side with details often applied to traditional Queen Anne forms.

The T. Grabhorg Houseexample of this is two duplexes on North 29th Street.

(1890) at 941 North 29th (MI 116-28) is a typical Queen Anne duplex with broad,

overhanging front gables with flared pent roofs forming the bottom of the gables

In the gable end is a broadand clad with clapboards and fish scale shingles.

In contrast to this is the Ernest Wohr House (1895) atround-arched window.

Side by side, the two houses have basically the1134-36 North 29th (MI 111-29).

same form and massing, but the Wohr House has Colonial Revival details in the

form of a Palladian window motif in the gable end and instead of the broad over-

hanging gables and pent roofs, are tightly clipped eaves with cornice returns

Also, the porch is lightened with classical columns.and frieze moldings.

Other examples of this adaptation are the George J. Davies House (1894) at 2834

West Kilbourn Avenue (MI 109-32) and the William M. Roder House (1896) at 3320

West Kilbourn Avenue (MI 110-10).

A sub-style that began in the 1880s, but lingered into this period was

Indigenous primarily to East Coast resort areas, the Shinglethe Shingle Style.

Characterized by aStyle was a quieter and simplier version of the Queen Anne.

voluminous sillouhette and broad roof lines, the exteriors had a limited refer-

ence to historical ornament while almost all surfaces were on a continuous plane

The Shingle Style is often associ-and covered with a thin layer of shingles.

ated as an early form of the Colonial Revival because of its wide use of the
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gambrel roof and palladian window motif. An example on the West Side of this

influence is the Abram Bancker House (c. 1892) at 936 North 31st (MI 119-35).

It appears as a typical Queen Anne house form, but the continuous layer of

into a unified composition.

Residences that had a greater historical reference to both form and

detail of the Colonial Revival were found in limited numbers on the West Side.

Probably the most dominate feature that distinguished these houses from the

As a historical reference to the DutchQueen Anne form was the gambrel roof.

Colonial farmhouses of the Hudson and Delaware River Valleys, the gambrel roof

changed the house form from an emphasis to the assymetrical and verticle to the

Examples of this mode are the A. Shields Housesymmetrical and horizontal.

(1894) at 2819 West State Street (MI 124-19), the F. S. Wundt House (1895) at

953 North 33rd Street (MI 117-20), and the William Mitchell House (190) at 959

North 33rd Street (MI 117-21). A more formal adaptation of the style is the

H. F. Durbin House (1898) at 930-32 North 28th Street (MI 118-32). Built as a

four-family apartment, its symmetrical facade is dominated by a full-order,

pedimented portico.

Neoclassical Revival - 1890-1930

More exact in its execution than the Colonial Revival in house design

Larger and more formally composed from Greek andwas the Neoclassical Revival.

Roman elements, the Neoclassical house usually featured a colonnade or temple-

The West Side has two outstandingfront portico of monumental proportions.

The Fred Pabst, Jr. House (1897) at 3112 West Highlandexamples of the style.

Boulevard (MI 108-10) is constructed of pale yellow pressed brick and is sur-

Each column is mademounted by a full Ionic order portico of Indiana limestone.

from a single block of stone. It is considered as one of the finest examples of

shingles on every major surface subdues the multiple wall planes and overhangs
i
■<
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the style in the city. In contrast to this is the Wil 1its-Sternemann House

(1903) at 3112 West McKinley Boulevard (MI 105-16). Constructed completely of

wood, an Ionic order portico supports a full entablature and denticulated

pediment.

A substyle of the period was Beaux Arts Classicism. Characterized by

paired columns, raised ground floors with monumental flights of steps, open

balustrades and figure sculpture, it was a style generally reserved for public

A residence on the West Side designed in this styleand commercial buildings.

was the George Koch House (1897) at 3209 West Highland Boulevard (MI 123-27). A

dimmunative of larger Beaux Arts buildings, its proportions and adornment are

more reminiscent of a small library building than a residence.

Early 20th Century - 1900-1930

In the period after 1900 and before World War II, a number of archi-

tectural styles emerged that were prominent in residential design; including

AllBungalow, Prairie School, Period Revival, and Arts and Crafts or Craftsman.

of these styles with the exception of the Arts and Crafts, were built in very

By 1910, when these styles were reachinglimited numbers on the West Side.

their zenith, most West Side neighborhoods had been built to capacity with

largely decorated versions of the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival. Most West

Side subdivisions were platted with long and narrow lots and the horizontal pro-

portions of the Bungalow and Prairie School did not adapt well to the limited

However, the Arts and Crafts, which was primarily a style of appliedlot size.

ornament, was well-suited to the front gabled house.

Bungalow

Bungalow is often used as a generic term applied to any one-and-a-hal f-

story house built in the early twentieth century. Milwaukee has thousands of
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these, but a Bungalow Style house is a definable phenomenon that is usually

larger in scale and exhibits architectural elements of Craftsman, Prairie School

and Oriental influences. Also indicative of the style is a veranda-like porch

and broad over-hangs with open strutwork in the eaves. Two examples of the

style on the West Side are the Louis J. Stroble House (1917) at 3101 West High-

land Boulevard (MI 123-23) and the Edward Pahinder House (1914) at 3316 West

Wisconsin Avenue (MI 101-28).

Prairie School

Immediately associated with Frank Lloyd Wright as the style's pro-

genitor, Prairie School residences rejected the traditional conventions of house

design. Empahsis was on horizontality with wings projecting from a central core

that opened to porches and carports at their extremities. Roofs were low and

The A. C. Riethbrack House (1911) atusually hipped with wide projecting eaves.

726 North 31st Street (MI 119-24) and the George Weinhagen House (1911) at 3306

West Highland Boulevard (MI 108-15) show definite but vague influences of the

Prairie School movement in their designs.

Period Revival

Period Revival refers to the amalgam of historical revivals that

appeared in the early 20th Century that included residences designed in Tudor,

Georgian, Mediterranean, and Spanish modes. Characterized by an attention to

historical details; the Period Revival was used from the small house to the

mansion. Of these early twentieth century styles, the Period Revival house was

the least built on the West Side.

One of the few examples of the Georgian Revival on the West Side was the Otto

Tudor was the dominate mode and well executed 
Po/V' 34^

examples are the August Pleiss House (1902) at 726 Noth 324th Street (MI )  

and the Robert |6’eckhefer House (1910) at 736 North 31st Street (MI 119-25).
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Arts and Crafts/Craftsman

The Arts and Crafts style in architecture was a reaction to the

machine-made blandness that was overcoming building design. Philosophically

linked with William Morris' Aesthetics Movement in England, it was popularized

in this country by Gustav Stickley as the Craftsman Movement. The style advo-

cated the honest use of materials and expression of structure, as well as

inspiration from natural forms and hand-made craftsmanship. Craftsman architec-

ture is often linked with the Bungalow style, Prairie School, and the Period

Revival, because similar details are used in all four. However, Craftsman

designs can generally be separated from Bungalows on the basis of scale and

form; from Prairie School on form; and from Period Revival on lacking a complete

historical revival in the design.

A significant number of Craftsman style residences were built on the

West Side, particularly west of North 27th Street in both the Concordia and

McKinley Boulevard Historic Districts. Excellent examples of the style are the

Frank F. Hase House (1902) (MI 105-3); the Fred Lichtfeldt House (1908) (MI 122-

28); the Theodore Sternemann House (1902) (MI 105-10); and the George Zimmermann

House (1905) (MI 105-14); at 2020, 2921, 3002, and 3102 West McKinley Boulevard,

Also of note are the Joshua H. Binney House (1911) at 953-55respectively.

North 29th Street (MI 116-31); the Dr. Phillip Rogers House (1908) at 825 North

33rd Street (MI 117-12); and the Dr. M. A. Barnet House (1905) at 831 North 33rd

Street (MI 117-13).

Row Houses/Apartment Buildings

Multi-unit residential buildings as row houses, first appeared on the

West Side in the 1890s. They were generally small in scale, less than 10 units,

feoaiwwjol House (1906) at 3008 West State Street (MI 108-36).
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and designed to blend with the residential fabric in form, height, bulk, and

After 1900, larger scale apartment buildings of 10 units or morematerials.

were constructed and their designs were a complete departure from the previous

residential-like forms. Usually a singular masonry block of three or four

stories with a flat roof, the main facade was embellished with architectural

Apartment buildings were built indetails that reflected a particular style.

significant numbers after World War I on the West Side with a majority of them

This movement towards increased apartment living exempli-erected in the 1920s.

fied the change in lifestyles and tastes as the era of opulent mansions with

It was no coincidence that when many of theservants was becoming obsolete.

West Side's finest mansions and larger residences were abandoned, usually by the

original owner's heirs, they were demolished and replaced by apartment build-

This trend began on Wisconsin Avenue and Wells Street in the early 1900si ngs.

and affected large portions of the West Side, particularly the Concordia College

and Highland Boulevard areas, to the present.

In Milwaukee the row house was built in limited numbers, by comparison

In those cities rowto older, eastern cities like Philadelphia and Baltimore.

houses lined block after block in continuous ribbons, whereas in Milwaukee, the

row house was a separate building of six to ten units, occupying only part of a

Hi storicblock-face built along side traditional single-family residences.

photographs and fire insurance maps attest to their existance in the city before

Because they werethe Civil War and well into the early twentieth century.

largely concentrated in the older neighborhoods adjacent to the central business

Beyond thesedistrict, the row house appeared to be a significant house form.

neighborhoods the city was built almost exclusively with detached single-family

and duplex houses.

The row houses that survive on the West Side are almost all located

Clustered along Kilbourn Avenue, they were built ineast of North 15th Street.
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the late 1890s and are examplary of the post-Victorian eclectic architecture of

the period. A significant example in this grouping is the Starke Row House

(1897) at 903-19 North 14th Street (MI 91-22). Built of light brown pressed

brick, its rambling Queen Anne form is embellished with Romanesque and Colonial

Of note is the varied roof treatment that is a multi-gabledRevival details.

block intersected on the main facade by a massive bell-cast pavilion and two

gambrel pavilions. Equally important is the Trimborn Row House (1897-98) at

1420-32 West Kilbourn Avenue (MI 82-19). An over-scaled gabled center pavilion

dominates the facade of this row that is a combination of Queen Anne and

Constructed of russet pressed brick, it is trimmed withRomanesque elements.

A third example is the Forrestal Row (1899) at 1513-19rock-faced limestone.

West Kilbourn Avenue (MI 82-27). A quieter and simpler composition than the

previous rows, it is of frame construction and is reminiscent of the picturesque

forms of the Queen Anne, yet the attention to detail in the Gothic-inspired

corner porches alludes to the emerging Craftsman Movement in house design. One

important row in the survey area that is extant outside of this grouping is a

It is a full

three-story rectangular block of frame construction with a flat roof and pro-

This is a transitory designjecting cornice supported by scrolled consoles.

from the picturesque row house to the more dominante apartment building whose

scale and form abruptly changed the rythm of the established streetscape. The

main facade of this row is punctuated by three highly detailed Colonial Revival

Recessed into the block, they are lined with coffered panels andentrances.

framed with Corinthian Order pilasters that carry a full entablature with a

projecting cornice supported by scrolled consoles and a frieze adorned by

swags.

The large-scale apartment building on the West Side is generally a

single block, sometimes U-shaped, with only slight references to a particular

row house (c. 1890) at 2103-09 West Kilbourn Avenue (MI 87-21).
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style. This characterized the early apartment building constructed before

World War I, but in the 1920s there was a tendency towards making a complete

architectural statement. In these first apartment buildings the stylistic

references were often interpreted in the design of the cornice, the main

entrance, or the shape and treatment of the window openings. Popular styles

used in apartment design were the Classical and Tudor Revivals as details could

be easily applied to the building without concern about the historic form.

Examples from this period are the Strack Apartments (1915) at 1303-19 West

Kilbourn Avenue (MI 82-16) and the Hudson Apartments (1907) at 3200 West

Wisconsin Avenue (MI 101-25). Both have heavy modillioned cornices and

entrances trimmed with columns and pilasters.

In the 1920s apartment building reached its zenith on the West Side in

Influences from the Prairie School,numbers, size, and architectural design.

Georgian, and Spanish Revivals, were used, as well as the contemporary style of

The apartment building at 3223 West Wells Street (1923)the period--Art Deco.

(MI 126-31) was designated in the Georgian Revival mode while the one at 3100

West Kilbourn Avenue (1925) (MI 110-5) is an example of the Spanish Colonial

A Prairie School influenced one is at 2933-37 West Wells Street (1922)Revi val.

(MI 127-8). It was also during this period that the first high-rise apartment

Examples of this are the Heridabuildings of eight or fifteen stories appeared.

(MI 103-7) and the MillerandApartments (1926) at 2435 West Wisconsin Avenue

(MI 102-23). Both used detailsApartments (1925) at 3035 West Wisconsin Avenue

from the Tudor Revival to embellish their facades. As a reaction to the histor-

ical revivals, the Art Deco was a combination of abstract and geometric forms

The city's premier example of the style isstylized to produce hard edge lines.

(1929) at 1810 West Wisconsin Avenue. It is one of thethe Sovereign Apartments

apartment buildings in the City with 99 units. Thelargest pre-World War II

emphasis of the style though carried out in the detailing of the signage, rail-
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ings, and entrances, is the geometric banding at the top of the main block and

Another fine example is the Art Deco apartment buildingon the penthouses.

(1931) at 2518 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 100-35).

Religious Design

Religion's architecture on the West Side is heavily represented by

Though many ofexamples from the Late Picturesque and Period Revival styles.

the churches were founded and sustained by specific ethnic groups, architectural

styles, primarily variations of the Gothic, were used to express their faith and

Paralleling the major trends in residential designs, thereligious commitment.

churches are the second most important body of buildings in the survey area.

The oldest known extant church in the survey area is St. James

Episcopal Church (1867-68) at 833 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 98-16). One of the

city's few remaining examples of early Gothic Revival, its restrained facades

of rock-faced limestone are void of almost all applied ornament, concentrating

on the overall form and sillouhette of the building. A later example of the

Gothic Revival is Calvary Presbyterian (1870-72) at 935 West Wisconsin Avenue

Also void of applied ornament, this church is larger in scale than(MI 98-18).

St. James and in its original unpainted condition of cream brick with limestone

trim the effect would allude to the polychromy used in the more fanciful High

The West Side's major example of Victorian Romanesque is theVictorian Gothic.

Grand Avenue Congregational Church (1887) at 2133 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI

103-25). A robust building that hugs the ground, the main facade is dominated

by a monumental arch that spans the entire center portion of the main block.

At the end of the nineteenth century churches became increasingly

larger in scale to reflect not only increased memberships, but the consolidation

The last major church edificeof smaller churches into one congregation.

erected on the West Side in the nineteenth century was Gesu Roman Catholic
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Church (1892-94) at 1145 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 98-25). Influenced by French

Gothic cathedrals, Gesu's twin spired facade dominates this end of Wisconsin

Avenue's streetscape. At the turn of the century, church architecture was still

dominated by the Gothic Revival. Less adorned than the Victorian examples,

these churches are reminiscent of the Civil War period where the form and

sillouhette were the main factors in the design. An excellent example of this
i

phenomenom is Redeemer Lutheran Church (1915-16) at 1905 West Wisconsin Avenue

(MI 104-9). The Classical Revival was also a major influence in church archi-

tecture and the West Side's primary example is Second Church Christ Scientist

(1913) at 2722 West Highland Boulevard. The ethnic influence is seen in only

one West Side church, St. George's Syrian Catholic (1917) at 1617 West State

Street (MI 71-24). As a congregation of the Byzantine-Mel kite rite that serves

the Syrian and Middle Eastern Milwaukee community, the facade is adorned with

three bulbous onion domes characteristic of eastern Catholic orthodoxy.

In st i tu tional Design

The non-religious institutions of the West Side that serve education,

health, and social needs are some of the largest buildings and complexes in this

Designed primarily for interior functions, the exteriors ofpart of the city.

these voluminous structures made appropriate use of the architectural styles in

monumental proportions to express their various uses.

Schools

The school buildings of the West Side range from elementary facilities

to college and university campuses. The oldest known school building in the

survey area is the former Wisconsin State Normal School (1885) at 1820 West

Wells Street (MI 84-22). Originally only the center portion of the Wells Street

elevation, it was a symmetrical block of Picturesque design embellished with
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The walls were originally polychromatic ofEnglish Renaissance elements.

1894 with a three-story wing to the east with a similar, but bolder design. The

facility was transferred to Milwaukee Public Schools in 1909 and converted to

In 1918 it was enlarged with an L-shaped,the Girls Trade and Technical School.

four-story wing to the west of functional design with modified Tudor embellish-

A fourth addition was built in 1932 to the north of the 1918 wing. Itments.

continued the Tudor mode of the 1918 addition.

Public school architecture of the nineteenth century was often derived

to a particular style.

at 1300 North 21st Street (MI 65-14) and 27th Street School (1892) at 1312 North

The oldest portion of McKinley Center, formerly the 20th27th Street (MI 96-7).

District #2 School, facing North 21st Street, has a classical resurgence tone to

its facade as it is proportionately divided by pilasters with a rusticated,

The latter portion is two large, non-descript hipped roofround-arched entry.

The 27th Street School alludes to the Victorian Romanesque withblocks.

collonetes framing the high pitched gables over the entries.

At the turn of the century, school architecture became a more complete

statement of the styles, as both form and details were considered in their

An excellent example of the Neoclassical is a classroom building on the

Located in the heart of

entries detailed in Doric order columns carrying full entablatures.

Two examples of this style

at 2708 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 101-9). These two buildings offer an inter-

from stock plans of functional, straight-forward designs with little reference 

Examples of this are the McKinley Center (c. 1886/1900)

plans.

former campus of Concordia College (1900) (MI 121-6).

the campus grounds, its facades are punctuated by a round-arched arcade with

Also pop-

campus of Marquette University and the Wisconsin Avenue Elementary School (1920)

ular during this period was the Collegiate Gothic.

are Johnston Hall (1906-07) at 1121 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 98-24) on the

unpainted red and yellow brick with limestone trim; The school was enlarged in
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esting contrast in the interpretation of the style. Johnston Hall is far more

reminiscent of the Victorian context of the Gothic with its multiplicity of

window treatments combined with the elaborate finial and crocket details found

in the entries and at the roof line. The Wisconsin Avenue Elementary School is

a more traditional example of the style with restrained facades and minimum of

Of particular note is the finely detailed carved stonework in theornament.

A last example of school design is Story School (1935) at 3815 Westentri es.

Kilbourn Avenue (MI 131-5). It is a sleek, stylized block designed in the

The main entry is a rounded pavilion with Moderne style lettering inModerne.

It is one of the few examples of the style of all building typesthe signage.

in the survey area.

Hospitals

Hospitals have been in existence on the West Side since the 1840s.

Often their first building was a former residence converted to health care

An extant example of this phenomenon is the First Hospital Milwaukeeuse.

(1890/1968) at 3330 West Wells Street (MI 110-17). Here is clearly seen the

As hospitalsmodern 1968 addition grafted onto the original 1890 house.

expanded, the original facilities were demoished and voluminous structures were

built which seemed to sprout wings of similar size about every five to fifteen

Aside from the largest commercial buildings in the central businessyears.

district, the hospitals represent some of the largest structures in the city

Hospital expansion has continued to the present, often obi iter-under one roof.

An example of this is Goodating the historic fabric of the original facility.

Samaritan Medical Center (1932), the former Milwaukee Passavant Hospital, at

2224 West Kilbourn Avenue (MI 83-13). Founded on this site in 1863 in the Ashel

Finch House, this building was demolished in 1884 for a new hospital and in

succeeding years this structure was added to and remodelled and eventually razed
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In 1932 the present structure was erected that combined Georgian andin 1931.

Neoclassical motifs in its design. The original integrity of this building has

been obscured with the addition of numerous wings.

An example of a hospital building that has remained largely intact is

the former Milwaukee County Dispensary and Emergency Hospital (1927-28) at 2430

West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 100-31). As with most institutional buildings of the

period, it was designed in an adaptation of the Neoclassical. The cast-stone

embellishments found at the entries as monumental pilasters and Doric order

columns with full entablatures distinguishes this structure from being an other-

Another distinctive feature of the buildingwise plain, non-descript block.

are the massive two-story fan light windows on both sides of the south wing.

Occupying almost one-third of the wall surface, these large expanses of glass on

the east and west facades allow maximum natural lighting of the hospital's main

1obby.

Club Houses

Fraternal organizations on the West Side are a third source of insti-

Largely a phenomenon of the twentieth century, the frater-tutional buildings.

nal club house was a massive structure that was large in size not only to

accommodate its membership, but included, in addition to meeting rooms, bowling

Often departing from tradi-alleys, restaurants, bars, and grand ballrooms.

tional architectural styles, they provided a source of exotic, fantasy architec-

ture that was not evident in other types of buildings. The exception to this

characterization is the small scale Kilbourn Lodge #3 of Free and Accepted

Masons (1911) at 827 North 11th Street (MI 91-9). Founded in 1843, it is the

Located at this site since 1912, theiroldest lodge of Free Masons in the city.

club house is a simple, but elegant example of the Neoclassical Revival. The

facades are evenly divided by Corinthian order pilasters and a small gabled
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pediment rises above the cornice line of the main facade.

More typical of the West Side club houses are the Tripoli Shrine

Temple (1926) at 3000 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 101-7) and the Eagles Club

(1925) at 2401 West Wisconsin Avenue (MI 103-9). The Tripoli Temple is one of

the city's most unusual structures of any kind. Designed with influences of

Middle Eastern mosques, its form is slightly reminiscent of the Taj Mahal in

Its facades are richly embellished with Moorish and IndianAgra, India.

elements in a variety of floral and geometric tiles and polychromatic masonry.

The Eagles Club is a fortress-like building designed in^'n eclectic Neo-

There are influences of Mediterranean elements throughoutRenaissance mode.

with bas-relief carvings in the frieze emblamatic of the club's origins.

after the Civil War, but commercial uses were not a prominent activity until the

Small clusters of shops and businesses wereend of the nineteenth century.

built generally west of North 27th Street on Wells and State Streets and on 27th

and 35th Streets between Wisconsin Avenue and Highland Boulevard. A post World

War II shopping center was developed on the west side of 35th street, north of

This has prompted a strip development of fast-food restaur-Highland Boulevard.

ants and service stations along 35th Street to Vliet Street.

Commercial structures in the survey area are generally small-scale

store fronts of two or three stories with either gable or flat roofs and shops

Typical examples are the commercial buildings at 2100below and flats above.

West Wells Street (1904) (MI 84-16) and at 1234-36 West State Street (1927) (MI

Both are exceptional designs of small scale commercial buildings with71-11).

the kind of detailing usually found in larger examples. The former is a three-

story Georgian Revival design constructed of dark red pressed brick and trimmed

COMMERCIAL DESIGN

Several commercial corridors developed on the West Side beginning
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with moldings painted white. Quoins are formed by the brickwork and the windows

Ofare double-hung sash with stone sills and keystones on the second level.

note are the two-story panelled bay windows, one at the corner and two along the

east facade. The later is designed in the Craftsman Style with a pan-tile pent

roof and exquisite art glass in the show case window transoms. One unique

example of the smaller commercial building is a former Pabst Brewery Saloon

(1896). Now the Zion Rock Missionary Baptist Church, it is located at 340 West

Juneau Avenue (MI 81-5). It is designed in the Tudor Gothic mode with pointed

arched entrance porches, Tudor Style drip molds, and a corbeled cornce with a

Above the main entrance is a castelated tower elementcastelated parapet.

framed with extended embattlements at the corners.

There were also several large-scale commercial buildings erected on

Built to serve a city-wide market, they were voluminous struc-the West Side.

tures that were almost all located at the far west end of Wisconsin Avenue. The

Coakley Brothers Warehouse (1927) (MI 102-4); the Drott Tractor Company (1928)

(MI 102-7); and the Brown Chrysler car dealership (c. 1928) (MI 102-5), respec-

tively, at 3800, 3841, and 3820 West Wisconsin Avenue were functional commercial

blocks whose facades were generously embellished with Neoclassical and Renaiss-

Otherwise, these buildings would have been non-descriptance Revival elements.

The Coakley building features a rusticated stone veneer ground floorentities.

Rising from the roof is a tower with a lowwith large segmental arched windows.

"COAKLEY BROS" in raised letters on each face. The Drott building has an exten-

sive amount of decorative terra cotta in a variety of colors that enframes the

The car dealership has two-storyshowcase windows, entrance, and cornice line.

show case windows in eliptical arches.

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN
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There are two major industrial complexes on the West Side: the Mill er

Brewing Company and the Harley-Davidson Motorcycle Company. The Miller Brewery

is a sprawling industrial plant that lies west of North 39th Street and between

The contemporary corporate head-

looking the production facilities that line both sides of State Street along the

A limited national brewery untiloriginal route of the Waterown Plank Road.

after World War II, the company significantly expanded in the 1950s and 1960s;

building the largest brewing production facilities in the City. Significant

portions of the nineteenth century plant were either demolished or considerably

Representative examples of therebuilt so that little of the original remains.

the nineteenth century fabric are a garage building (1896) at 4103 West State

Street (MI 127-26) and

Both used the round arch as a design motif on otherwise functional Victorian

industrial buildings.

The Harley-Davidson Company is located at the west end of Juneau

Avenue at the intersection with North 38th Street (MI 128-19). The facility

consists of two principal production/office buildings; the wedge-shaped one

along Juneau Avenue was built in 1910 and the other at the northwest corner of

Both are exceptional examples of early

This allowed greater flexibility in floor plan arrangement andof the period.

permitted larger exapanses of glass for natural lighting on the wall surfaces.

The structural systems of both buildings are enhanced by the brick piers and

spandrels which follow the same lines.

ARCHITECTS/BUILDERS

Highland Boulevard and Wisconsin Avenue.

quarters at 3939 Highland Boulevard (1976-77) (Mt 128-23) sets atop a bluff over-

Juneau and 38th Street in 1912.

twentieth century industrial design exemplifying the steel skeleton technology

a brewhouse (1886) at 4003 West State Street (MI 128-7).
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The architects and builders represented on the West Side are a varied

group of designers and master craftsman that range from the first trained archi-

tects to practice in Milwaukee to those gained regional and national prominence

in both the 19th and 20th Centuries. There was also a significant group who

prepared countless plans for average, but modest homes and were known only

within the City and its environs. Each of the major architects or firms is

represented here by a short summary with a list of their most important West

Side commissions:

Erhard Brielmaier (b. 1841 - d. 1919)

A native of Wuertenberg, Germany, he came to American with his parents

in 1850, locating in Ohio; learned his trade in Cincinnati, and came to

Milwaukee in 1873, when he established his first office. Brielmaier specialized

in churches, designing over 800 in the U. S. and Canada. He was also a sculptor

(A. T. Andreas, History of Milwaukee, WI ... 1881, p. 1501)in wood.

(MI 71-24)(1917)St. George's Catholic Church 1615 W. State St.

Herman W. Buemming (b. 1873 - d. 1947) and Gustave A. Dick (b. 1872 - d. 1935)

Formerly of Pittsburgh, PA, Buemming began his career in Milwaukee

During one period he was associated inin the early part of the 20th Century.

practice with Gustave Dick (d. 1935), later in 1926 organized the firm of

Buemming & Jahn and continued in that partnership until 1943 when he retired.

(Elsie and Henry Withey, Biographical Dictionary of American Architects

Deceased, p. 89)

Dick was a 1896 graduate of the architecture school at the University

He first served as an apprentice under Henry C. Koch beforeof Pennsylvania.
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entering into partnership with Buemming. From 1920 to 1935 he was associated

(Milwaukee Journal, 7/10/1935)with Bauer until death in 1935.

(MI 115-29)(1925) 743 N. 27th St.

Charles D. Crane (b. 1850 - d. 1928) and Carl C. Barkhausen (b. 1860 - d. 1934)

His familyCrane was born at Johnson's Creek, Niagra County, NY.

moved to the town of Spring Prairie, HI in 1853 and remained there for 10

In 1863 they moved to Burlington, WI where Crane was educated in theyears.

local primary and secondary schools. In 1874 he came to Milwaukee where he

In 1888 heapprenticed under architect, Edward Townsend Mix for 12 years.

joined in partnership with Carl Barkhausen which lated for 14 years. He then

(Jerome A. Matrons, Memoirs ofpracticed alone until his death in 1928.

Milwaukee County, Vol. 2, pp. 316-317)

Barkhausen was a native of Thiensville, WI. He came to Milwaukee

in 1872 to attend the Peter Inglemann School, later known as the University

In 1876 he went to Germany to study architecture and returned in 1881School.

to complete his course of study in Berlin. He also worked in the office of

He was in partnership with Crane fromE. T. Mix at the same time as Crane.

He returned to Milwaukee in 1912.1888 to 1902 when he moved to New York City.

(John G. Gregory, History of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Vol. IV, pp. 579-580)

W. 0. Lindsay House 
Graham-Sternemann House 
Otto Recknagel House

(Dick & Bauer)--
Tower Theater (Family Hospital)

(1895)
(1896)
(1896)
(1897)
(1897)
(1899)

(1901)
(1903)
(1906)

(MI
(MI
(MI

(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI

123-16)
105-16)
108-36)

965 N. 11th St.
2024 W. Highland Blvd.
3105 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
1422-32 W. Kilbourn Ave. 
1425 W. Ki 1 bourn Ave.
3119 W. Wells St.

89-9) 
69-7) 
102-21) 
82-19) 
82-20) 
127-5)

Herman A. Luedke House 
German Methodist Church 
Rudolph Stafford House 
Trimborn Row House 
Joseph Breslauer House 
A. H. Esbanshade House

2933 W. Highland Blvd.
3112 W. McKinley Blvd.
3008 W. State St.
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(1913) (MI 107-28)2722 W. Highland Blvd.

Alexander C. Eschweiler (b. 1865 - d. 1940)

Eschweiler was a noted Wisconsin architect, active in professional

The son of a minining engineer, he was bornpractice for nearly half a century.

at Boston, MA, and at an early age taken by his partents to the copper country

In 1882 the family established a home in Milwaukee, andof northern Michigan.

young Eschweiler completed his education at Marquette College, later studied

architecture at Cornell University, graduating from there in 1870. For two

subsequent years he acquired experience while employed as draftsman in a number

of offices in the City, then in 1892 organized the firm of Eschweiler &

Associated with him in partnership were three sons, Alexander C.Eschweiler.

Jr., a Major in the U. S. Engineering Corps during World War II; Theodore, also

an Engineer, and at the end of the war a 2nd Lieutenant; and Carl, who served in

the Navy.

Throughout his long career, Eschweiler was constantly busy in the

execution of a large number of commissions for various types of work including

churches, commercial, and public buildings, and numerous residences, designed

(Withey, p. 199)independently or under the firm name.

(MI 128-19)(1910) 3700 W. Juneau Ave.Harley Davidson Motorcycle Co.

(MI 102-23)(1927) 3742 W. Wisconsin Ave.Coakley Brothers Warehouse

(MI 95 -6)(1917) 918 N. 26th St.Wisconsin Telephone Co.

(Barkhausen)--
Second Church Christ Scientist
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Max Ferneckes (b. ) and Walter J. Dolliver (b. ) and- d. - d. 

Edwin C. Cramer (b. 1872 - d. 1943)

Cramer was a 1900 graduate of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-

He came to Milwaukee in that same year and was in partnership withnol ogy.

(Milwaukee Journal, 10/11/1943)Ferneckes from to 

(MI 108-110)(1899/1904) 3112 W. Highland Blvd.

George Bowman Ferry (b. 1851 - d. 1918) and Alfred C. Clas (b. 1860 - d. 1942)

Ferry was born and educated in Springfield, MA, he completed his archi-

Some years latertectural study at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

he established a home in Milwaukee, and in 1880 began practice in partnership

with the late Alfred C. Clas.

The firm designed a number of the City's early buildings, notable

examples of which were the Public Library and Museum, City Hospital, the

They al soPlankinton Hotel, and the Northwestern National Insurance Building.

were architects of the Public Library at Jackson, MI, Library of the State

Historical Society at Masdison, WI, and the Wisconsin State Building at the

(Withey, p. 209)Louisiana Purchase Exposition held in St. Louis in 1906.

Born at Sauk City, the son of German emigrants who arrived in the

U. S. in 1847, Clas was educated in Milwaukee, and after an apprenticeship in

architecture secured a position as draftsman with James Douglas, a pioneer

A few years later, Clas opened his own office, andarchitect in the City.

practiced alone until 1890 when he joined the late George B. Ferry. Which

(Ferneckes & Dolliver)-- 
Fred Pabst, Jr. House
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during the next 20 years became one of the leading architectural offices in

Milwaukee. In that period the partners designed a number of important buildings

in the City, including the Public Library and Museum, City Hospital, the

Plankinton Hotel, the City Auditorium, Tripoli Theater, the City Hospital,

Northwestern National Insurance Building, and tower of St. John's Cathedral.

Ferry and Cl as were also architects of the State Historical Society's Library

at Madison, and the Public Library at Jackson, MI.

In 1913 the firm of Clas, Shepherd & Clas was organized, with Reuben

Work was executed under thatF. Clas and John S. Shepherd as junior partners.

name until 1931 when Shepherd withdrew, and the firm was reorganized as Clas &

Clas, Inc., with the elder architect remaining president until the time of his

A leading member of the profession, known throughout the state, Clasdeath.

held many honorary positions, also was active in City Planning work in

Milwaukee, having been one of the sponsors of the Civic Center Plan, 1911, and

a member of the County Planning Board. In addition he served as Advisor to the

County during the erection of the Court House, and to the State at the Capitol

He was a charter member of theand on the State Reformatory at Green Bay.

Wisconsin Chapter, A.I.A in 1911, and continued that association during his long

(Withey, p. 124)career and until the time of his decease at the age of 82.

(MI 100-19)(1890) 2000 W. Wisconsin Ave.

(MI 124-19)(1888) 2825 W. Ki 1 bourn Ave.

(MI 101-17)(1926) 3000 W. Wisconsin Ave.

Edward Goes House 
William Geuder House 
Gustav Pabst House 
Residence

(Clas)—
Bernard Eiring House

(Clas, Shepherd & Clas)-- 
Tri pol i Tempi e

(Ferry)--
Frederick Pabst Mansion

(1894)
(1894)
(1898)
(1903)

(MI 123-8)
(MI 107-33)
(MI 108-7)
(MI 101-26)

2707-09 W. Highland Blvd.
2742 W. Highland Blvd.
303 W. Highland Blvd.
3210 W. Wisconsin Ave.



- 34-

Charles Gombert (b. )- d. 

(1890) (MI 68-32)Victor Schlitz House 2004 W. Highland Ave.

Fred A. Graf (b. )- d. 

Graf was a native of Washington County, WI. He worked under James

Douglas for four years and began his own practice in 1891. He was well-known

(Cream City, p. 129 and Milwaukee Journal, 4/29/1938)for his interior designs.

- d.

Herbst, a native of Milwaukee, attended a parochial school in the City

Following this graduation he servedand afterward South Division High School.

as an apprentice in various architectural offices in Milwaukee, before entering

the Armour Institute of Technology in Chicago, which he attended until 1903. He

then accepted a position with the American Appraisal Company, being assigned to

In that capacity he traveled through 14 states, apprais-the eastern division.

ing manufacturing plants of various kinds and size, and in the spring of 1905 he

accepted a position with the Milwaukee architectural firm of Kirchhoff & Rose.

In 112 Herbst opened an office for the practice of architecture on his own

In the following year he took William F.account in the Juneau Building.

Hufschmidt as a partner and they then secured larger quarters in the Caswell

S. Benesch House
Frank Bach House
E. P. Hoelz House
Dr. M. A. Barndt House

(1904)
(1905)
(1899)
(1905)

(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI

123-14)
108-34)
106-34)
117-13)

2905 W. Highland Blvd.
3022 W. State St.
3118-20 W. Juneau Ave.
831 N. 33rd St.

William Gitlerbst (b. 1885 - d.
1918) and E. 0. Kuenzli (b.  

) and William F, Hufschmidt (b. 
- d. _)

Tim
Cross-Out

Tim
Text Box
Herbst
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This partnership was continued until Hufschmidt's death inBlock Building.

In the spring of 1919, Herbst formed a partnership with E. 0. Kuenzli who1918.

had previously been a member of the firm of Charlton & Kuenzli. In 1924 they

moved to the Bartlett Building, occupying the entire tenth floor, and remained

there until 1929, when Herbst bought the property at 1249 North Franklin Place

(Gregory, pp. 579-580)and remodelled it to suit their needs.

)) and Augustine Wiskocil (b. Jacob Jacobi (b. - d. - d. 

Charles Keller (b. )- d. 

(1908)Peter Mischler House (MI 115-10)2839-41 W. Juneau Ave.

(Herbst and Hufschmidt)--
Residence
Residence
Residence

2422 W. McKinley Ave.
3401 W. Wisconsin Ave.

(Herbst and Kuenzli)-- 
Paul Magtegaal House 
Marquette High School

(1912)
(1912)
(1912)

(1920)
(1924)

(1897)
(1892)
(1893)
(1891)

(1902)
(1902)
(1895)

961-67 N. 33rd St.
1009-11 N. 33rd St.
1013-15 N. 33rd St.

(MI
(MI
(MI

(MI
(MI

(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI

(MI
(MI
(MI

117-22)
117-24)
117-25)

79-28) 
102-12)

12320) 
120-12) 
120-3) 
94-22)

123-2)
109-26)
109-25)

2811 W. McKinley Blvd.
2700-02 W. State St.
2706-08 W. State St.

(Jacob Jacobi)--
William M. Manegold House 
Charles T. Wettstein House 
Leopold Karger House 
James J. Anderson House 
(Jacobi & Wiskocil)-- 
Theodore Kelbe House 
Residence 
Residence

3009 W. Highland Blvd.
836 N. 34th St.
960-62 N. 34th St.
822 N. 24th St.
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Charles Kirchhoff, Jr. (b 1852 - d. 1915) and Thomas L. Rose (b. 1868 - d. )

In the field of architecture the firm of Kirchhoff & Rose has long

stood in the front rank in Milwaukee and Roger C. Kirchhoff, junior member of

the firm, is regarded as one of the leading architects of this part of the

He was born in Milwaukee, April 26, 1890, a son of Charles and Emilystate.

(Saner) Kirchhoff. His father, a native of Milwaukee, was the son of Chales

Kirchhoff, Sr., who who was born in Wurtemburg, Germany, and on coming to this

country settled in Milwaukee, where he was employed at his trade of cabinet-

Charles Jr. was reared inmaking, here spending the remainder of his life.

He first worked at cabinetmaking andMilwaukee and attended public schools.

later became an architect, founding the present firm of Kirchhoff & Rose in

it was the oldest firm of architects in continuous existence in1882. In 19

In addition to his private business interests, Kirchhoff also taughtMilwaukee.

drawing and designing in the high schools of Milwaukee for many years.

Their son, Roger C. Kirchhoff, attended the public schools of this

City, graduating from West Division High School in 1908, and then entered the

University of Illinois, where he majored in architecture, graduating with the

He then located in New York City, wheredegree of Bachelor of Science in 1913.
!

he practiced architecture until 1916, when he returned to Milwaukee and entered

(Gregory, Vol. IV, pp. )the firm of Kirchhoff and Rose.

Thomas L. Rose was regarded as a leader in the field of architecture

Born in New York City, he received his education in the publicin Milwaukee.

Apartments
Dr. Ralph Elmergreen House
M. L. Mattoom House
Apartments
Flats
C. Laeber Hosue

(1926)
(1907)
(1912)
(1925)
(1901)
(1908)

(MI 83-28)
(MI 124-32)
(MI 105-13)
(MI 110-36)
(MI 101-13)
(MI 116-27)

2436 W. Kilbourn Ave.
2813 W. Kilbourn Ave.
3028-30 W. McKinley Blvd.
2912 W. Wells St.
2830-36 W. Wisconsin Ave.
933 N. 29th St.
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schools and in 1884, in Chicago, took up the study of architecture under James

J. Egan, who for many years was regarded as one of that City's leading archi-

He acquired a thorough knowledge of every phase of the profession andtects.

eventually was put in charge of the office, which position he held to the time

He was offered a splendid oportunity to enterof his removal to Milwaukee.

into a partnership with Charles Kirchhoff, Sr., one of the best architects in

Milwaukee, and in 1897 became a member of the firm of Kirchhoff & Rose.

(Gregory, pp, 233-234)

)Edward V, Koch (b.  - d. 

)Henry C. Koch (b. 1841 - d. 

the City of Celle, Hanover, Germany,Henry C. Koch was born in

He came to Milwaukee with his father's family in May, 1842.March 30, 1841.

He received an academic education in the Milwaukee German-English Academy, and

commenced his studies as an architect in 1856 in the office of G. W. Mygatt of

He remainedMilwaukee, at that time one of the leading architects of the West.

in the employ and under the tuition of Mygatt until 1862, at which time he

a private in Company B, Twenty-fourth Wisconsin Infantry. Heenlisted as

remained in the service four years. His acquired skill as a draftsman soon

brought him into notice, and gave him a position on the staff of General Phil.

Maria Krause House 
A. Breslauer House 
George Koch House

853 N. 19th St.
1435 W. Kilbourn Ave.
3209 W. Highland Ave.

(1897)
(1891)

(1890)
(1891)

2825 W. State St.
927 N. 34th St.

(MI 124-18)
(MI 117-35)

(MI 93-10)
(MI 82-21)
(MI 123-27)

(Charles Kirchhoff, Jr.)--
George Sylvester House 
Peter Blaeser House



- 38-

H. Sheridan, where he served as a topographical engineer until nearly a year

In March, 1866, he left the government service andafter the close of the war.

upon returing to Milwaukee entered into a co-partnerhsip with his former

employer, G. W. Mygatt, with whom he remained until 1870, at which time the

partnership ceased. Since 1870 he continued his work as an architect alone or

as the senior partner and representative of the business, which has grown from

year to year, until he stands among the foremost architects of the Northwest in

his special line of labor, which is that of public and assembly buildings.

(Andreas, pp. 1500-1501)

Cornelius Leenhouts (b. 1865 - d. 1935) and Hugh W. Guthrie (b. )- d. 

Cornelius Leenhouts, member of the firm of Leenhouts & Guthrie were

prominent and well-known architects in Milwaukee. Leenhouts is indebted to the

He made his inital step into the busi-schools of Milwaukee for his education.

ness world as a student in the office of W. H. Parker, a graduate of Cornell

University. For three years Leenhouts remained in that office, becoming

thoroughly familiar with every phase of the business and then associated with

James Douglas for a like period of time. For two years he was actively identi-

fied with E. T. Mix & Company, architects of the Mitchell Building Chamber of

Comerce, St. Paul depot, and other well-known structures and his constant

application and ability soon won for him recognition in architectural circles.

In 1892 he was employed in construction work at the World's Fair in Chicago,

having charge of the working drawings of the Agriculture and Transportation

buildings. In 1897 he determined to enter business on his own account in

Milwaukee and three years later formed a partnership with Hugh Wilson Guthrie,

(1870)
(1892)
(1908)

(MI )
(MI )
(MI 116-11)

935 W. Wisconsin Ave.
1201 W. Wisconsin Ave.
827 N. 28th St.

Calvary Presbyterian Church 
Gesu Roman Catholic Church 
Residence
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of whom further mention is made elsewhere in this work. The business is con-

ducted under the name of Leenhouts & Guthrie and has become a leading architec-

their first offices weretural firm in Milwaukee and throughout ths State.

lished themselves in offices at 424 Jefferson Street, where they are still

They have gained widespread reputation for the reliability and their1ocated.

work expresses a keen appreciation of architectural beauty and in construction

The YMCA build-the utmost attention is given also to comfort and convenience.

ing on 4th Street, the Grand Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, and many other

churches in the City and State, the Kenwood Masonic Temple, and other temples in

the state, the House of Correction, and about 30 large apartment houses, among

(W. G. Bruce,which is the Blackstone, stand as examples of their work.

History of Milwaukee City and County, Vol. 3, pp. 90-93, 1922)

Guthrie was the junior partner in the firm of Leenhouts & Guthrie,

He received a good education and in early life decided to become anarchitects.

After the necessary amount of training and experience along thatarchitect.

line he became a partner of Cornelius Leenhouts and together they established

proved himsel f to be athe firm of Leenhouts & Guthrie, architects. Guthrie has

businessman of ability, with keen insight and initiative, and his association

)(Bruce,a dominant factor in its success.with the firm has been PP. 

)Gustav Leipold (b.  - d. 

located at 102 Wisconsin Street but their business grew to such extensive pro-

portions as to necessitate removal to larger quarters and in 1913 they estab-

F. H. Hoeck House
H. J. Roemer House 
Agnes Mclnti re House 
Herman J. Stolz House 
Apartments

(1898)
(1913)
(1904)
(1906)
(1905)

(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI

115-20) 
121-14) 
82-25) 
82-26) 
119-29)

3035 W. Juneau Ave.
3223-25 W. Juneau Ave.
1503-05 W. Kilbourn Ave.
1507 W. Kilbourn Ave.
740 N. 32nd St.
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of whom further mention is made elsewhere in this work. The business is con-

ducted under the name of Leenhouts & Guthrie and has become a leading architec-

tural firm in Milwaukee and throughout ths State. Their first offices were

located at 102 Wisconsin Street but their business grew to such extensive pro-

portions as to necessitate removal to larger quarters and in 1913 they estab-

lished themselves in offices at 424 Jefferson Street, where they are still

located. They have gained widespread reputation for the reliability and their

work expresses a keen appreciation of architectural beauty and in construction

the utmost attention is given also to comfort and convenience. The YMCA build-

ing on 4th Street, the Grand Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, and many other

churches in the City and State, the Kenwood Masonic Temple, and other temples in

the state, the House of Correction, and about 30 large apartment houses, among

which is the Blackstone, stand as examples of their work. (W. G. Bruce,

History of Milwaukee City and County, Vol. 3, pp. 90-93, 1922)

Guthrie was the junior partner in the firm of Leenhouts & Guthrie,

architects. He received a good education and in early life decided to become an

architect. After the necessary amount of training and experience along that

line he became a partner of Cornelius Leenhouts and together they established

the firm of Leenhouts & Guthrie, architects. Guthrie has proved himself to be a

businessman of ability, with keen insight and initiative, and his association

with the firm has been a dominant factor in its success. (Bruce, pp. )

Gustav Leipold (b. )- d. 

F. H. Hoeck House
H. J. Roemer House 
Agnes Mclnti re House 
Herman J. Stolz House 
Apartments

(1898)
(1913)
(1904)
(1906)
(1905)

(MI 115-20)
(MI 121-14)
(MI 82-25)
(MI 82-26)
(MI 119-29)

3035 W. Juneau Ave.
3223-25 W. Juneau Ave.
1503-05 W. Kilbourn Ave.
1507 W. Kilbourn Ave.
740 N. 32nd St.
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Julius Leiser (b. 1875 - d. ) and Charles Holst (b. )- d. 

Julius Leiser was educated in the public schools of Milwaukee and at

the age of 15 years started out to make his own way in the world. He appren-

ticed himself to Gaston H. Leipold, a widely known architect and was later with

Leipold & Wisocil. He served for four years, learning every branch of archi-

tecture, and during the first three years he worked without compensation, while

during the fourth year he received one dollar a week. After completing his

apprenticeship at architecture, he learned the carpenter, plumbing and steam-

fitting trades, in order to have a practical knowledge of the various branches

of building and construction work. In 1906 he established himself in business

as an architect, in which he remained until the time of his death. He designed

and superintended the building of hundreds of homes in this City.

Henry Messmer & Son (b. )1870 - d. 

Robert A. Messmer was born in Madison, WI August 29, 1870. His

father, Henry Messmer, was born in Rheineck, Switzerland, and came to the

U. S. in 1866. After living in Madison, WI and in Chicago, for a time, he came

to Milwaukee in 1871. He had acquired his education in the University of

Residence
Hudson Apartments
William Mitchell House
Flats
Residence

1839 - d. 1899) and Robert Messmer (b. 
and John Messmer~fb. 1884 - d. 1971)

Albert W. Bublitz House 
F. Kogr House

(1903)
(1907)
(1904)
(1903)
(1904)

(1894)
(1889)

3019 W. Ki 1 bourn Ave.
2452 W. Juneau Ave.

(MI 
(MI 
(MI 
(MI 
(MI

(MI 125-7)
(MI 80-22)

104-33)
101-25)
120-6)
112-36)
117-21)

2824 W. McKinley Blvd.
3200 W. Wiscosin Ave.
948 N. 34th St. 
1144-50 N. 33rd St.
959 N. 33rd St.

Heidelberg and as an architect he specialized in church architecture and was
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also the designer of many of the large industrial plants of this section of the

Henry Messmer was first associated with Leonard A. Schmidtner, archi-country.

tect of the second County Courthouse. He established his own business in 1873.

Robert A. Messmer acquired his education in the public shcools of this

City completing a course in the East Side High School with the class of 1887.

He then entered his father's office and learned the profession of architecture.

The office was in the Pabst Theater building for more than 40 years. Messmer

has been continuously with the business from the beginning, the industry being

carried on for a considerable period under the firm name of H. Messmer & Son,

They specialize in planswhile today the firm style is R. A. Messmer & Brother.

(Andreas, p. 1501 andfor hospitals and public and semi-public buildings.

Bruce, Vol. IV, p. 817)

John Messmer, who served as County Superintendent of Construction,

with offices in the Courthouse Annex, was born in Milwaukee, September 23, 1884,

Messmer attended East Division High School and laterand the latter of Germany.

he worked his way through the University of Wisconsin and received the Bachelor

of Science degree as a memeber of the class of 1909.

After his graduation, Messmer went to Montana, where he was employed

He then returned toin connection with an irrigation project for a year.

Milwaukee and entered the supervising and building business. Subsequently he

specialized on larger projects and did a considerable amout of private and

public construction work, winning a high place in that field of labor. He

surpervised many school buildings in the State, the first buildings of the

State's Feeble-minded Colony at Union Grove, WI, practically every large school

i
I

a son of Henry and Barbara (Rieck) Messmer, the former a native of Switzerland
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in Milwaukee County, the City Halls at West Allis, and at Park Falls, WI, the

State building at the Panama Exposition at San Francisco, CA, and every new

bulding for Milwaukee Councy since 1913, except the House of Correction and

County Agricultural building at Wauwatosa. The building represents an expendi-

ture of approximately 30,000,000 dollars. It was his capability and experience

in that regard that led to his unsolicited appointment in June 1928, as County

In this connection he has charge of the erec-Superintendent of Construction.

tion of the County, part of the Public Safety building, new County Courthouse,

the County General Hopspital, and County Emergency Hospital, an addition to the

(Gregory, pp. 637-39)House of Correction, and the work on the airport.

Edward Townsend Mix (b. 1831 - d. 1890)

Born and educated at New Haven, CT, Mix went to Milwaukee in 1856 to

supervise the construction of a residence, and on its completion decided to

A number of his early works were built in Chicago, plannedremain in the City.

in association with the late W. W. Boyington, while in Milwauee during the 1880s

he practiced jointly with W. A. Holbrook connected with the planning or erection

Among them were theof several important public buildings of that period.

Chamber of Commerce, built at the corner of Michigan and Broad Streets; Wiscon-

sin Club House, formerly home of Alexander Mitchell; the Mitchell Building,

Michigan and East Water Streets; Mutual Life Insurance Building, corner of Broad

and Wisconsin Streets; the old Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Station,

(1889)
(1902)
(1902)
(1901)
(1902)
(1902)
(1904)
(1923)
(1915)
(1929)

(MI 92-30)
(MI 104-30) 
(MI 104-31) 
(MI 104-36) 
(MI 105-4) 
(MI 105-10)
(MI 105-14)
(MI 82-12) 
(MI 109-7) 
(MI 101-37)

A. Sery House
George E. Zimmerman House
F. C. Keller House
E. F. Rohr House
E. Reed House
Theodore Sternemann House
George Zimmermann House
American Luther Association
Oswald Jaeger Hosue 
Eslien Co. Garage

939-41 N. 17th St.
2802 W. McKinley Blvd.
2820 W. McKinley Blvd.
2908 W. McKinley Blvd. 
2926-28 W. McKinley Blvd. 
3002 W. McKinley Blvd.
3102 W. McKinley Blvd.
1113-19 W. State St.
2910 W. State St.
3716-32 W. Wisconsin Ave.
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Mix was also associated withbuilt c. 1886; and St. Paul's Episcopal Church.

the late George Audsley in designing the Layton Art Gallery in Milwaukee, opened

in 1888.

A few years before his death, Mix moved to Minneapolis, and his last

works in that city were in the Guaranty Loan Building, Globe Theater, and the

(Withey, p. )Grace Episcopal Church.

Church

)(b. - d. Carl F. Ringer & Son

and Edward Kiesslich (b. (b. - d. 

)George Schley (b. - d. 

H. G. Goll House
E. Widd House
J. Hamm House

George Steuber House 
Philipp Ackermann House 
Flats
Flats
J. Jungblut House

(1900)
(1903)
(1897)

(1897)
(1898)
(1898)
(1898)
(1896)

2526-28 W. Highland Ave.
2027-29 W. Juneau Ave.
2523-25 W. Kilbourn Ave.
2529-31 W. Kilbourn Ave.
3431-35 W. Kilbourn Ave.

(MI 
(MI 
(MI 

(MI 125-5)
(MI 105-5)
(MI 78-25)

(MI 
(MI 
(MI 
(MI 
(MI

69-28) 
73-21) 
88-5) 
88-7) 
126-22)

_)
_)
_)

3005 W. Kilbourn Ave.
2932 W. McKinley Blvd. 
1227-29 N. 35th St.

2133 W. Wisconsin Ave.
3127 W. Wisconsin Ave.
900 W. Wisconsin Ave.

Grand Avenue Congregational 
William H. Simpson House 
Alexander Mitchell House

(1887)
(1889) 

(1870-1876) 
(addi tions)

Charles Henry Rische, Jr. 
d. ____)
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) and Euqend R. Liebert (b. - d. 

Eugene R. Liebert, an architect of pronounced ability, following his

profession in Milwaukee was born in Germany in 1866 and acquired his education

Coming to America in 1883 he made his way direct toin his native land.

Milwaukee and soon afterward entered the office of the firm of Trostel & Galun.

The senior partner of the firm became greatly interested in the young man and

secured for him a position with Koch & Schnetzky, architects, with whom he

remained until 1890, when the partnership was dissolved--Koch retiring. Liebert

then joined Schnetzky as a partner and this relationship was maintained until

The business has since been carried on however, by1897 when Schnetzky retired.

He has been identified with manyLiebert and firm name is now E. R. Liebert.

important building projects of the City, making the plans and supervising the

erection of a large number of notable structures here, including the Trostel

residence on Lake Drive, the Germania building, Concordia College, Franklin Bank

building, Stumpf building, St. Michael's College, and Elm Grove Convent. He

(Gregory, pp.also designed and built the St. Rose Chapel at La Crosse, HI.

109-110)

(MI 117-17)(1897) 937 N. 33rd St.

Frank C. Hensing House
Residence
Residence

(Schnetzky)--
M. L. Schulz House

(Liebert)--
Henry Harm'schfeger House 
Bagnall House

(1910)
(1910)
(1905)

(1905)
(1897)

2932 W. State St.
2938 W. State St.
3125 W. Wells St.

(MI 101-31)
(MI 116-24)

(MI 109-4)
(MI 109-5)
(MI 127-4)

3424 W. Wisconsin Ave.
925 N. 29th St.

Herman Paul Schnetzky (b. 
d. )
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Otto Strack (b. )- d. 

(MI 83-25)(1896) 2432 W. Kilbourn Ave.Joseph Kalvelage House

Charles Tharinger (b.  - d. )

and Herbert W.

Herbert W. Tullgren is one of Milwaukee's most noted architects and

has been the designer of some of the most notable and important buildings in

He was born in Chicago, IL in July 1889, and is athis section of the State.

son of Martin S. and Barbara (Kregness) Tullgren, of whom the former was born in

Malmo, Sweden, May 7, 1858, and the latter in Chicago, of Norweigian parents, in

The father received a good education in Sweden, attending the University1863.

there, obtaining practical experience in, as well as the theory of designing,

after which he took up architecture, in which he became an expert. When 23

years of age, he came to the U. S. and located in Chicago, where he opened an

(Schnetzky & Liebert)-- 
Ernst Pommer House 
Charles Gezelschap House 
Residence

Edward Dal inden House
Apartments
Tom Robertson House
Peter Trent House

(1914)
(1992)
(1915)
(1915)

(1895)
(1892)
(1892)

3033 W. Kilbourn Ave.
2742 W. State St.
939 N. 15th St.

(MI 125-11)
(MI 109-17)
(MI 92-16)

101-28) 
103-6)

3316, W. Wisconsin Ave.
2445 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
3413-15 W. State St. 
1211-13 N. 30th St.

Martin Tullgren & Sons -- Martin Tullgren (b. 1858 - d. 1922) 
Tullgren (b. 1889 - d. 1944)

(MI
(MI
(MI 124-5)
(MI 114-20)
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office as an architect. At the opening of the rush to the gold fields of the

the Storm Cloud Mining Company, with whom he was identified for six years, 1894

He then returned to Chicago and again opened an architect's office,to 1900.

under the name of Hood and Tullgren, and in 1905 they came to Milwaukee. They

designed many bank and other buildings in Chicago, as well as in Milwaukee and

In 1910 he took his sons into the business which was operated underWi sconsi n.

the name of Martin Tullgren & Sons Company, and remained active in his

profession up to the time of his death, which occurred in 1922. His widow is

To them were born two children, Minard S., who died in1iving in California.

1928 at the age of 41 years, and Herbert W.

Herbert W. Tullgren attended the public schools of Chicago, and before

finishing his high school course accompanied his parents on their removal to

After a few months Tullgren entered the Staunton Military Academy atMilwaukee.

He returned to Milwaukee andStaunton, VA, from which he was graduated in 1908.

in 1910 entered business with his father at East Water and Michigan Streets. In

1928 he came to his present location at 20 Prospect Avenue. He has done a large

amount of important work throughout this section of the State, including the

Shorecrest Hotel, Milwaukee; the Hotel Loraine, at Madison; the Hotel Northland,

at Green Bay; and the Hotel Manitowoc, at Manitowoc, all of which have been

(Gregory, pp. 502,built from his designs during the past eight or ten years.

503)

Stratford Apartments
Ardmore Apartments
Apartments
Apartments
Apartments
Godfrey Apartments

(1916)
(1924)
(1916)
(1915)
(1922)
(1911)

140-12 W. Wisconsin Ave.
1600-10 W. Wisconsin Ave.
1621-25 W. Wisconsin Ave.
2101-17 W. Wisconsin Ave.
2213-21 W. Wisconsin Ave.
2311 W. Wisconsin Ave.

(MI 99-6)
(MI 99-30)
(MI 104-17)
(MI 103-34)
(MI 103-23)
(MI 103-17)

Black Hills, he went there and spent some time in prospecting. Not being very 

successful, he moved to Prescott’, AZ, where hd was superintendent of mines with
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John Van Roo (b. 1861 - d. 1935)

Henry Van Ryn (b. 1864 - d. ) and Gerrit J. de Gel 1 eke (b. 1872 - )d. 

Henry Van Ryn was one of the foremost architects of Milwaukee. He

attended the public schools, and at the age of 17 years, he took up the study of

Later he entered the offices ofarchitecture under 0. A. Gombert, architect.

James Douglas and E. T. Mix, architects, as draftsman, and in 1888 he estab-

lished business on his own account, opening offices in the Plankinton Bank

In 1894 he removed to the Merrill Building and in 1907 secured hisBuilding.

present quarters in the Caswell. Buiilding. In the fall of 1897, Gerrit J. de

Gelleke, who had previously been in his employ, returned to Milwaukee after

completing a course in architecture in the University of Pennsylvania and was

admitted to a partnership under the firm name of Van Ryn & de Gelleke. They

ranked with the foremost architects of the City and among the structures which

stand as evidence of their skill are the Milwaukee three and one-half million

dollar Vocational School; the National Exchange Bank; the Strauss Building; the

Caswell Building, the Milwaukee and five other State Normal Schools; the

Milwaukee University School; Sabin Science Hall; Milwaukee Downer College; the

Riverside, Washington, and Bay View High Schools; 20 or more of the grade

schools of the City; the Janesville High School, and many other school buildings

throughout the State.

Mary Storm House 
Ernest Mohr House

Mil erand Apartments
Apartments
Drott Tractor Company
Apartments
Apartments

(1897)
(1895)

(1925)
(1914)
(1928)
(1902)
(1904)

2723 W. State St.
1134-36 N. 29th St.

(MI
(MI

(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI

124-26)
111-29)

102-23) 
102-16) 
102-7) 
89-18) 
96-27)

3035 W. Wisconsin Ave.
3133-39 W. Wisconsin Ave.
3841-47 W. Wisconsin Ave.
802-08 N. 17th St.
805-11 N. 22nd St.
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Associated with Armstrong & de Gel 1 eke of New York City, the firm of

Van Ryn & de Gelleke, in 1920 were awarded first prize in an architectural

national competition for the Milwaukee County General Hospital and this Associa-

tion was selected as architects for the County General Hospital at Wauwatosa and

the Emergency-Dispensary Hospital, 24th Street and Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee,

(Gregory, pp. 352-353)costing two and one-half million dollars.

Gerrit J. de Gelleke, architect, of Milwaukee, is a member of the firm

A native of this City, he was born August 19, 1872.of Van Ryn & de Gelleke.

Following his graduation from the Ninth Ward School, he attended the old East

Side High School, corner of Cass and Knapp Streets, at that time the only public

After attending high school he studied architecturehigh school in Milwaukee.

under the diretion of H. J. Van Ryn, a practicing architect, who subsequently

Mr. de Gelleke continuedwas senior partner in the firm of Van Ryn & Lesser.

with this firm until 1895, when he registerd as a student in the course of

architecture at the University of Pennsylvania, graduating as a member of the

On his return home he formed a partnership with H. J. Van Ryn,class of 1897.

with offices in the Merrill Building.

The Caswell Building was designed by Van Ryn & de Gelleke and erected

under their supervision in 1906 and the firm secured space in this new building.

They hold a foremost position among the architects of the City and were

period fromdesigners of all the Milwaukee school buildings built during the

288)(Gregory,1912 until 1925. pp. 287,

(1927) (MI 100-31)2430 W. Wisconsin Ave.

Forrestal Flats
Residence
Milwaukee County Emergency

Hospital & Dispensary

(1899)
(1897)

1513-19 W. Kilbourn Ave.
2537 W. Kilbourn Ave.

(MI 82-27)
(MI 88-10)
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(1919)Wisconsin Avenue School (MI 101-9)2700 W. Wisconsin Ave.

Frederick Velguth (b. 1838 - d. )

A native of Magdegurg, Germany, Velguth came to Milwaukee in 1858. He

has been for 18 years a contractor, and the last eight years an architect. He

built the German Theater and the skating rink; was also the practical architect

the Lutheran Trininty Church, cornerfor the Water Works and Tower, and built

of North 9th Street and Highland Avenue.

George Zagel (b. 1893 - d. 1977)

attended East Division High School andA native of Milwaukee, Zagel

graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison with a degree in Engineering.

draftsman under architect John Menge, Jr. and for Badger Archi-He worked as a

He had had his own firm from 1920 to 1944.tects.

Charles Abresch House 
Conrad Trimborn House 
Frederick Velguth House

(1928)
(1928)
(1926)
(1928)
(1929)
(1925)
(1925)

(1890)
(1893)
(1889)

(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI
(MI

(MI 80-35)
(MI 82-33)
(MI 97-36)

82-31) 
79-11) 
88-28) 
96-24) 
96-24) 
95-23) 
116-30

2126 W. Juneau Ave.
1436 W* Kilbourn Ave.
817 N. 26th St.

Apartments
Apartments
Commercial Building
Commercial Building
Apartments
Commercial Building
Commercial Building

1521 W. Kilbourn Ave. 
2114 W. McKinley Ave. 
2117-31 W. Wells St. 
3523-37 W. Wells St.
727 N. 21st St.
820-26 N. 27th St.
921-27 N. 27th St.
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13. NOTABLE PERSONS

This list of notable persons on the West Side reads like a Who's Who of

Milwaukee in the late 19th and early 20th Centuries. Stich well known individuals

as Fred Pabst, Fred Miller, Rudolph Nunnemacher, John Plankinton, Alexander

Mitchell, George Brumder and Henry Harnischefer all lived there. The West Side had

one of the city's greatest concentrations of upper income, upper management

Industrialist, bankers, attorneys, merchants, politicians and physi-residents.

The area was characterized by an ethnic mix ascians all made their home there.

Although many of the residents were of German ancestry, they lived side bywel 1.

Published biographies of West Sidersside with those of Yankee and Irish descent.

The golden era of the West Side was relatively brief, however. Byare numerous.

the first World War, many of the wealthier inhabitants had relocated to the city's

East Side or to the North Shore and lake country west of Milwaukee.



PIONEERS

- 1889)Hans Crocker (

Hans Crooker was a native of Ireland who immigrated to Utica, New York

where he was educated and later moved to Chicago where he studied law in the office

He came to Milwakee in 1836 and was first associatedof Butterfield and Collins.

with attorneys Horatio N. Wells and Asachel Finch in the law firm of Wells, Crocker

He left the firm in 1839 and practiced by himself for a short timeand Finch.

before entering into a new partnerhsip with John H. Tweedy, known as Tweedy and

This partnership dissolved in 1844 and Crocker ended his law career theCrocker.

Upon his arrival in Milwaukee, Crocker purchased 75 acres of landfollowing year.

from Gworge Smith (See bio). This was from the 80 acre parcel Smith had purchased

in 1835 and was located on the West Side between North 16th and North 20th Streets,

Crocker was the publisher and editor of theand Wisconsin Avenue and Vliet Street.

city's first newspaper, the Milwaukee Advertiser issued on July 14, 1836. He was

also a commissioner of the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal, a director of the Mil-

waukee and Watertown Plank Road Company and vice-president of the Milwaukee and

In politics he was elected village trustee, to thePrairie du Chein Railroad.

(Andreas, pp. 1329, 1413,state legislature and as mayor of Milwaukee in 1852.

1585 and Buck Vol. 1, pp. 180, 219, 280 and Vol. 2, pp. 103, 253).

Cyrus Hawley (1802 - 1871)

He came to Milwaukee inHawley was a pioneer farmer and civic leader.

He purchased an extensive tract of land on the West1836 from Hapton, Connecticut.

Side, which he farmed, that was between North 23rd and North 27 Streets, and

This residence was at the northwest corner of 23rdWisconsin and Juneau Avenues.
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Street and Wisconsin Avenue. In civic affairs, he was Milwaukee's first Register

of Deeds and clerk of the court, and the original commissioner of the Bank of

(Andreas, pp. 149, 650, 1067, 1605).Milwaukee.

Royal D. Jennings (1818 - 1887)

Jennings who came to Milwaukee in 1843 was originally from Wyndham, Con-

He was a West Side landholder and involved in establishing the state'snecticut.

earliest railroads. He began his career with the LaCrosse Railway in 1855. When

the line was absorbed by the Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway in 1863, later known as

( Milwaukee Sentinelthe Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul, he was named treasurer.

February 3, 1887)

William Jervis (1813 - 1836)

Jervis was a pioneer settler who resided at 2105 West Wisconsin Avenue

A native of New York, he was a civil engineer and held(home is no longer extant).

He was also the superintendent of the Milwaukeethe position of country surveyor.

( Milwaukee Sentineland Mississippi Railroad, the state's first railway.

September 7, 1886)

James Kneeland (1816 - 1899)

Kneeland was a pioneer entreprenuer and financier who resided on the West

Side at his estate on West Wisconsin Avenue between North 10th and North 11th

Streets; the present site of the Marquette interchange of the North-South Freeway.

A native of Leroy, Genesee County, New York, Kneeland came to Milwaukee in 1841.

His primary business was banking and with D.P. Hull operated the accounting house
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of Kneeland and Hull which financed many of the city's early improvements in the

He served in the territorial legisla-harbor area and the Menomonee River Valley.

ture from 1844 to 1846 and was responsible for passing enabling legislation to

allow Milwaukee to establish a public school. Kneeland was also a director and the

vice-president of the Milwaukee and Mississippi Railway, the state's first rail-

(Old Settler's Club Memorials, Vol., pp. 24, 25, Vol. 6, p. 199)road.

Harrison Ludington (1812 - 1891)

A native of Ludingtonville, Putnam County, New York, he came to Milwaukee

in 1838 with his uncle, Lousi Ludington, to succeed in the operation of Juneau,s

trading post as a warehouse at the northwest corner of Michigan and Water Streets.

Upon his arrival he purchased five hcres at the northeast corner of 20th Street and

In 1851 he went into the lumber business in which he stayedWisconsin Avenue.

Ludington was elected aiderman in 1861 and 1862; mayor in 1871until his death.

He served as mayor until 1876 when he resigned to assume the duties asand 1873.

June 18, 1891 and Milwaukee Sentinel( Evening Wisconsin.governor of the state.

June 18, 1891).

William P.H. Lynde (1817 - 1885)

Lynde was a prominent attorney who resided on the West Side at his estate

A native ofon West Juneau Avenue between North 22nd and North 23rd Streets.

Sherburne, New York, he came to Milwukee in 1841, three years after graduating from

Lynde distinguished himself on local, state and national levels.Yale Law School.

His first business association was with attorney Asahel Finch who with Henry M.

Finch and Benjamin K. Miller established the law firm of (H.) Finch, Miller, (A.)

This association ended in 1883 upon the death of AsahelFinch and Lynde in 1857.
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Prior to this Lynde had served as the Attorne'y General of the WisconsinFi nch.

Territory in 1844 and as United States District Attorney in 1845. It was in the

mid-1850's that he purchased his West Side property that included his estate and

all the land between North 20th and North 27th streets, and Juneau Avenue and Vliet

(Lynde's residence was demolished in 1982). He was also a noted politi-Street.

cian and served in the state's first congregational delegation, representing the

He was mayor of Milwaukee from 1860-62, member of1st district from 1847 to 1849.

the state assembly in 1866, member of the state senate in 1868; and elected to the

( Milwaukee Sentinel. December 19,United States congress from 1874 to 1878.

1885).

Dr. George Barber Miner (1818 - 1896)

A pioneer dentist who came from Ogden, New York to Milwaukee in 1845, he

was in partnership with Dr. Robert J. Faires, the first dentist in Wisconsin.

Miner owned land on the West Side between North 20th and North 23rd Streets, and

On the west part of this parcel, West DivisionState Street and Juneau Avenue.

June 17, 1895).( Milwaukee Sentinel.High School was built.

Sylvester Pettibone (1793 - 1876)

A pioneer farmer, blacksmith and road contractor, he came to Milwaukee

from Connecticut in 1836 and purchased 250 acres of land at what is now 21st Street

He resided at this location and his farmhouse though exten-and Wisconsin Avenue.

(MI 103-35)sively enlarged and remodeled is extant at 2015 West Wisconsin Avenue.

(See Architecture) Pettibone was the first postmaster of Milwaukee and is attri-

(Old Settlersbuted to grading the first street in the city, North Water Street.

July 23, 1876).Milwaukee Sentinel.Club Memorials, Vol., p. 241 and
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George Smith (1806 - 1899)

A Scottish financier, Smith chartered the first bank in the state in 1839

as the Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance Company Bank. He came to the U.S. in

1831 and through his office in Chicago purchased a significant amount of land at

the 1835 Land Sale at Green Bay, including 80 acres on the West Side. This was

probably the first purchase by a private individual of land in this part of the

He later sold 75 acres of this parcel to pioneer settler, Hans Crocker.city.

Smith sold his interest in the bank to another Scottsman, Alexander Mitchell (See

bio) in 1835. He returned to England in 1861 and lived the last thirty years of

(Old Settlers Club Memorials, Vol. 1, p.his life at the Reform Club in London.

204 and Milwaukee Sentinel. October 9, 1899).

John H. Tesch (1826 - 1908)

A pioneer duggist whose shop stood on the present site of Gimbels Depar-

He was the first Republican cityment Store, Tesch came to Milwaukee in 1838.

He was also a majortreasurer and founder of the Per Harold newspaper in 1862.

West Side landholder and an original incorporator of the West Side Street Railway

(Old Settlers Club Memorials, Vol. 3, p. 4; Andreas, p. 1419; andCompany in 1874.

1858 Walling Map).

Erastus B. Wolcott (1804 - 1880)

He received hisE.B. Wolcott was a native of Yates Country, New York.

medical diploma in 1825 from the Yates Country Medical Society and was granted a

degree in survey and medicine in 1833 from the College of Physicians and Surgeons
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He was appointed surgeon of the Unitedof the wester district of New York state.

States Army in 1836 and upon resigning from that post in 1839 he came to Milwaukee.

In 1842 Wolcott was appointed surgeon general for the state of Wisconsin and served

Wolcott was a major West Side landholder andin this capacity until his death.

owned the parcel between North 27th and North 35th Streets and Juneau Avenue and

Wolcott was alsoThis was the site of the Cold Spring Driving Park.VIiet Street.

He was a trustee from the Wisconsin Hospital for thea civic and business leader.

insane, a member of the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin, and an

original incorporation of the state's first railway, the Milwaukee and Mississippi

January 5, 1880).( Milwaukee Sentinel,Railroad.

i



ARTIST, ACTIVISTS AND BENEFACTORS

Christopher Bach (1835 -)

Chr. Bach, as he usually signed his name resided at 1216 State Street,

Milwaukee, today the site of an apartment building. He was the son of George Bach,

a fresco painter of Niederhone, province of Hesse Cassel, Germany, and of Catherine

Bach, nee Wollenhaupt, also of Germany. Christopher Bach was born on the 24th of

March, 1835, at Niederhone, Germany, and attended the local parochial school up to

the age of fourteen years, when, displaying a decided talent for music, he became a

pupil of the celebrated Prof. Phillip Muskat, musical director at Eschwege, and

later continued his studies under Prof. Kraushar at Cassel, both prominent

musicians at that time. With these masters he studied principally harmony and

counterpoint; but, at the same time, he learned to perform on a number of different

instruments, chief of which were the violin and the trombone. In 1855 he came with

his parents and relatives and settled in Milwaukee; here he continued his muscial

studies with Edward Von Sobolewski, a prominent musical director from Berlin and

Koenigsberg, who had located in Milwaukee and with whom he completed his studies in

thorough base and muscial composition. Upon reaching Milwaukee, he found himself

without funds, and earned his first dollar by perfoming on the viola in a string

Immediately upon this beginning, he took the position of cornetist inquartet.

Theodore Knoll's band, at that time the principal band in Milwaukee, consisting of

twelve men. He organized in October of the same year, the first string sextet,

taking the position of director and first violinist. At the start he considered it

his mission to present to his audiences only the better class of music; and his

efforts in this direction were recognized to the extent that he was busily engaged

furnishing the music at all leading private and public receptions and club enter-

in 1864 he accepted the position of musical director in McVicker'stainments.



9 -

His love for Mil-

waukee, however, induced him to return in 1865, where he then inaugurated popular

Sunday afternoon concerts. These concerts he continued without interruption every

Sunday during the winter season for some years. Ever since Milwaukee has had a

German theater, Mr. Bach held the position of muscial director therein, and served

in that capacity in the Pabst theater. Mr Bach's reputation as a thorough, all

around conductor was national, and brought him requests for his services from all

parts of the country, many of which he declined. He several times directed at the

World's fair in Chicago, and at the industrial expositions in Milwaukee, St. Louis

and Kansas City he served with great satisfaction to visitors, as well as at most

of the festivals of the North American and Northwestern Sangerbunds. At New

Orleans, in 1890, with his own orchestra of seventy performers, he achieved an

overwhelming success, conducting both the orchestra and vocal numbers of the pro-

gramme.

Mr Bach was a very prolific writer and composer, having composed hundreds

of marches, overtures, concertos, etc., and several comic and serio-comic operas,

Hundreds of his compositions were inas for instance "The Strike" and "Mahana."

He was also aprint and were performed both in this country and in Europe.

superior arranger of music for both orchestras and military bands, and orchestrated

principally for his own use, a large number of standard and classical piano compo-

He was the tutor and director of several new musical directors of more ortions.

less prominence, such as Clauder, Kretlow, Thiele and others.

Mr. Bach, though a Republican by choice, was in no sense a politician.

He was a member of a large number of clubs, societies, lodges, and in these he

found such recreation and social enjoyment as his professional duties permitted.

He was a Lutheran by birth, education and inclination, but was not a member of any

theater, Chicago, where he served one highly successful season.
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particular church.

He was married to Miss Marie Riemann in Milwaukee on the 21st of October,

1856, and they had four sons and two daughters, namely: Gustave, Hugo, Bernhardt

(Menand Christopher Bach, Jr., and Mrs. Oscar R. Pieper and Mrs. Robert Schmidt.

of Progress pp. 172-174).

George Bach (1843 -)

George Bach was the sone of George Bach of Niederhone, province of Hesse

Cassel, Germany, and of Catherine Bach, nee Wollenhaupt, also of Gesse Cassel, and

was born in that city on the 29th day of May, 1843. . He attended the local

parochial school until his twelfth year, when with his mother, brothers and

sisters, he came to Wisconsin, locating in Fredonia, Ozaukee county. In 1857 he

moved into Milwaukee and took up the study of musci with his brother, Christopher,

Pursuing his studies with zeal and energy hewho had preceded him to the city.

became an expert performer on a number of instruments, among them the violin, viola

He also attended the German-English Academy, the Seventh wardand French horn.

After leaving school he became aschools and the Spencerian Business College.

member of his brother's orchestra and later assistant director. In 1864 he went

with his brother to Chicago, where the latter took the position of director of the

archestra in McVicker's theater, and in which George was one of the musicians.

There the brothers remained one year and then returned to Milwaukee, where Chris,

Bach started the popular West Side Turn Hall concerts, in which George was one of

He had charge of his brother's business during thethe leading performers.

He also playedlatter's absence in Germany in 1874, both as director and manager.

in the German theater, the orchestras at the Exposition in Milwaukee, Kansas City

and St. Joseph, Mo., and at the National United States Saengerbund in New Orleans.
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For a few years he was director of the orchestras of the Grand Opera House, Academy

He was teacher in music of several personsof Music and the North Side Turn Hall.

of prominence in the city; had charge of his brother's orchestra as conductor upon

the occasion of the laying of the corner-stone of the state capitol of Michigan.

At this time he was engaged by the Knights Templar of Ionia, Michigan, to give a

As manager he made contractsconcert in that place, which proved a great success.

for various concerts and Saenger-fests and other important engagements, and these

gave him no little prominence among the lovers of music as a conductor.

He was grand commanderMr. Bach has also been prominent in other ways.

of the American Legion of Honor of Wisconsin; president of the Milwaukee Musician's

society for about ten years; one of the founders of the National League of

Musicians of the United States, and is a member of a large number of societies and

He also had charge of and directed the music under contract from the stateclubs.

board on Wisconsin day at the Columbian World's Fair, 1893.

He was also, for twenty-five years, manager and publisher of the weekly

He had interest in the Hilgren Manufacturing company (sash, doors anddrama.

blinds), and in the Cedarburg Woolen mill, and was a member in both boards of

directors, thus combining in his active, busy life, the useful and the ornamental.

Mr. Bach lived for many years on 18th street, on land nowand Frieda Bach.

( Men of progress pp. 466-467).belonging to the School Board.

official programme of Bach's orchestra, and, also, the manager and publisher of 

monthly musical journal devoted to musical literature and the

daughter of the late Hon. Frederick Hilgren, from Cedarburg, Wis., and they had 

two sons, Oscar and George, and three daughters, Clara (Mrs. Ed. Wordell), Louise

"The Souvenir," a

Mr. Bach was married on the 14th of June, 1870, to Miss Helen Hilgren, a
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Lenore Cawker (1875 - 1932)

Lenore Cawker was one of the the West Side's more colorful individuals

and did much for transforming the Humane Society into the institution we know it

Mr. Cawker was the daughter of Col. Harrison Cawker, an attorney and editortoday.

of the US Milling and Manufacturing Journal. Her grandparents had been pioneer

landowners in the town of Wauwatosa and Lenore inherited $60,000 from the sale of

She was educated as an artist and livedWauwatosa land when her grandmother died.

at the family home at 206 West Wisconsin, once next door to Fred Pabst's mansion

(MI 100-21)and today the site of the Bockl Building.

Cruel destruction of stray animals by the city pound promted Lenore to

start a shelter for such animals in the barn behind the family. Although the

Humane Society existed by this time, it dunctioned to prevent cruelty to children,

livestock, horses and helpless adults, not stray animals. Lenore Cawker's shelter

soon well known throughout the city and by the end of the first year ofwas

Lenore paid all of the $2,387 inoperation, had taken in more than 2,499 animals.

Animals that were not claimed found new owners or were kept byexpenses herself.

By 1910, Cawker was taking in over $6,000 strays per year, every-Lenore as pets.

In need of public assistance, Lenorething from dogs to monkeys to horses.

After 7 years of negotiating, thepetitioned the city of Milwaukee for a subsidy.

City Health Commission finally contracted to pay Lenore Cawker $1,800 per year for

the care of stray animals.

By 1928 Lenore was caring for over 21,000 animals annually and the family

Lenore purchased a house and property at 3703 Westbarn was deemed unsuitable.

Wisconsin and built an up-to-date two story facility on the grounds. She named it
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the Cawker Memorial Animal Home in honor of her parents. The new building had

proper Kennels, runways, a clinic and special bid room with the second floor

devoted to animal patients. Proceeds of the sale of the 2016 West Wisconsin pro-

perty helped to defray the $80,000 construction cost of the new facility which was

dedicated on June 15, 1929.

The stock market crash and ill health soon took their toll on Lenor's

The rental property she proposed to build on her property never was con-work.

The shelter closed in 1930 and when Lenore died in 1932, there was claimstructed.

against her estate totaling $105,000 while assets amounted to only $5,000.

Milwaukee County declined to operate the shelter citing insufficient funds. The

Humane Society, however, did agree to take in as many small unwanted animals as it

could handly at its South 10th Street facility. Since that time, the Humane

Society's chief function has been the sheltering of small stray animals.

The site of the Cawker Memorial Animal Home is now part of the extensive

(Seecomplex that once housed the Edwards Motor Company and Metropolitan Cadillac.

Commerce) (Virginia Palmer, pp. 43-48).

Mary Pitt Lynde ( - 1897)

Mrs. William Pitt Lynde (Mary E. Blanchard) was the daughter of Dr.

Her husband William Pitt Lynde was alter-Azariah Blanchard of Tuxton, New York.

nately an attorney, a US district attorney, a Democratic congressman and Milwaukee

The family's estate, Lynden, was destined to becomemayor during his lifetime.

(See Health and Social Services). As active as herMisericordia Hospital.

In 1847 she presidedhusband, Mrs. Lynde's list of accomplishments is impressive.

over a meeting which resulted in the formation of a society that aided the jobless
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and those hust by business depression. In 1849 Mary Lynde served as vice-president

of the Ladies Benevolent Society. Groundwork she laid in 1850 led to the eventual

formation of the Protestant Orphan Asylum and St. Rose's Orphan Asylum. Interested

in education, May Lunde was a member of the Social Science Association of the U.S.

She was likewise instrumental in the founding of the Industrial School for Girls, a

facility that trained incorrigible girls for industrial jobs. Governor fairchi eld

appointed her a member of the first board of directors of State charitable

insitutions, a post Mrs. Lynde held for four years. In 1886 she was appointed

member of the Visiting Board of the State University of Wisconsin. She died on

(Gregory, History 1931 , pp. 1028-1040)June 26, 1897.

Elizabeth Plankinton ( - 1923)

Elizabeth Plankinton was the daughter of millionaire meat packer John

The family residence atPlankinton and sister of capitalist William Plankinton.

Elizabeth15th Street and Wisconsin Avenue was one of the showplaces of the city.

Following in her footsteps, Elizabeth waspredecessor to Milwaukee Downer College.

active in the management and endowment of the school for the remainder of her life.

She served on the board of directors until 1902, gave a boathouse to the college in

memory of her sister Hannah who had also been a student at the academy

Elizabeth Plankinton likewise gave generously to MiIwaukee/Passavant

(See Health and Social Services) She served as president of the Mil-Hospital .

waukee Hospital Aid Society and contributed half the cost of the hospital's

$240,000 nurses home contructed in 1925.

Never married, Elizabeth Plankinton was active in many organizations and

was educated in Milwaukee and graduated in 1872 from the Milwaukee Female Academy,
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she used her wealth for civic beautification as well as for philanthropic activi-

(Seeties. She served for awhile as treasurer of the Women's Club of Wisconsin.

Social and Political Movements) She also donated to the city the Washington Monu-

ment on Wisconsin Avenue, commissioned from R.H. Park in 1885. (Gregory, Hi story

of Milaukee 1931 p. 1051; Kieckhefer, pp. 72, 78, 115)

The Romanesque residence intended for Elizabeth's wedding present at 1429

West Wisconsin Avenue was never occupied by her and subsequently became the club-

(See Social and Political Movements)house of the Knights of Columbus until 1980.

Elsa Ulbricht (1855 - )

Elsa Ulbricht was born in Milwaukee in 1885 to Oswald and Augusta

She attended the 9th Street School and, talented in art, laterBuestrin Ulbricht.

studied at the school headed by noted local portraitist and landscape painter,

Alexander Mueller. While there she became acquainted with Those at the core of

Milwaukee's art community: Carl Von Marr, Louis Mayer, George Peter, George Raab

and Gustav Mueller.

Ulbricht subsequently taught kindergarten for awhile then enrolled at the

She returned to Milwaukee inPratt Institute in Brooklyn from which she graduated.

1911 and joined the faculty at the State Teacher's College (predecessor to today's

Ulbricht taught art and directed the art department there until herUW-Mi1waukee).

She was also the director, secretary, treasurer and board pre-retirement in 1955.

Likewise, Mrs.sident of the summer painting school at Saugatuck, Michigan.

Ulbricht worked with the Wisconsin Players and came to know playwright Zona Gole

From 1935 to 1943 she was active in the WPA artand director/actress Laura Sherry.

project.
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A believer in freedom of expression, Elsa Ulbricht scandalized Milwaukee

by dancing in a diaphnous costume at the lakefront in her early years. She main-

tained this outlook in her teaching and insisted that youn people must have the

She eespecially enjoyed the Saugatuck painting schoolright to be themselves.

Ulbricht attributed this lifelong attitudebecause of its "freedom from starch".

to her free thinking contractor grandfather, Henry Buestrin, who found many an

unorthodox means to accomplish his projects.

Elsa Ulbricht lived out her life in the family home built by her lumber-

Located at 915 North 28th Street, the house was designed fyman father in 1894.

(MI 116-9) Unidentified clipping 5/11/1955).Ferry and Clas.
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George Brumder (1839-1910)

George Brumder, president of the Germania Publishing Company, the Ger-

mania National Bank, and the Concordia Fire Insurance Company, and one of the best

known of Milwaukee's German-born citizens, was a native of Alsace-Loraine. He was

born May 24, 1839, the son of George and Christens (Noppel) Brumder, who spent all

their lives in Alsace-Lorraine.

When George Brumder, was but eighteen years of age he came to the United

In order to acquire a thorough knowledgeStates and loated at once in Milwaukee.

of the English language he studied under the preceptorship of a private tutor. His

first business enterprise he started in 1862, opening a store for the sale of books

His inherent qualities of thrift and integrity assured himand periodicals.

success from the start, and as the business developed he combined with it a

In 1872 he became the owner of the Germania Publishing Com-publishing company.

pany, publishers of the Daily and Weekly Germania, the latter being the most widely

His ownership of other daily, weeklycirculated German periodical in the country.

and monthly publications in the German language developed a combination of proper-

ties of such an extent that Mr. Brumder unquestionably ranked as the leading figure

in the German newspaper field in America. The Germania building, erected in 1896

to serve as the home of many of these publications, and owned by Mr. Brumder, was

the largest and most magnificent structure for the production of German newspapers

From 1897 to 1909 Mr. Brumder served as presi-to be found anywhere in the world.

dent of the Concordia Fire Insurance Company, and from 1904 to 1910 was head of the

Germania National Bank which merged with First Wisconsin National Bank in 1932.

Other business activities included the Cream City Cement Company (1889-1894),

ownership of the American League Baseball Club in Boston (1903-1904) and acquisi-
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tion of American Standard Steel Fitting Corporation which combined with the Pressed

Steel Tank Company of West Allis in 1905.

In 1891 the Brumder's moved from their 10th Street home to a palatial re-

sidence at 1728 West Wisconsin Avenue. The three-story structure had been built in

1885 by John W. Cary, general counsel for the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Rail-

The Brumder's extensively remodeled the exterior and installed elaborateroad.

Following Brumder's death in 1910 his widow retained thewoodwork in the interior.

mansion until 1924. The residence subsequently became a rooming house for

Marquette University medical students. Children's Hospital razed the structure for

(See Health and Social Services - Children's Hospital).expansion in 1944.

Four sons and three daughters born to the union survived. Theynative of Germany.

are William C., associated in business with his father; Amelia C., wife of George

Brumder's descendants re-P. Mayer; Ida, Emma, George F., Herman Otto and Herbert.

main prominent today in manufacturing, banking and printing in Milwaukee and

(Watrous, pp. 31-32; Mailman, pp 66-78)Wisconsin.

H. August Luedke

H. August Luedke for forty-five years was closely identified with the

growth and progress of the John Pritzlaff Hardware Company, of which he became vice

Other business activities too claimed his attentionpresident and general manager.

and profited by his cooperation and sound judgment.

Mr. Luedke was born in Zimders, Prussia, May 24, 1850, and his life span

covers the intervening years to the 26th of September, 1917. His parents were

August and Caroline Luedke, who came to the United States with their family in

Mr. Brumder's wife was formerly Miss Henrietta Christena Brandhorst, a
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1861, making their way direct to Milwaukee.

H. August Luedke acquired his education in the public schools of this

city and in the Spencerian Business College and after a grief experience in other

lines became identified with the H.F. Dunn Wholesale Millinery Company, being thus

engaged to the age of twenty-two years, when he became associated with the John

Pritzlaff Hardware Company. From that time forward he was a contributing factor to

the continued growth and success of the business and through almost a half century

his labors were a valuable asset in the profitable conduct of the enterprise. His

other business connections too were humerous, for his counsel and advice were con-

sidered most valuable and his cooperation was eagerly sought by many firms. He

became the vice president of the Concordia Fire Insurance Company and also of the

He was likewise a director of the First NationalNational Hardward Association.

Bank and of the Milwaukee Gas Light Company, and there were still other business

He was regarded as a wise and conserva-enterprises with which he was associated.

tive counselor in business affairs, readily recognized and utilized opportunities,

and at all times manifested not only justice but kindliness and helpfulness toward

employees.

On the 11th of June, 1873, Mr. Luedke was united in marriage to Miss Emma

Pritzlaff, a daughter of John and Sophia (Blume) Pritzlaff, both of whom were

natives of Germany, the former born at Triglaff and the latter in Roxburg, Saxony.

Mr. and Mrs. Luedke became the parents of three sons and three daughters: Wai ter

J., who died at the age of thirty-six years; Fred F., with the John Pritzlaff

August J.; Helen, the widow of Gustave Wollaeger; Amalie, the wife ofCompany.

William P. John, a resident of Milwaukee; and Sophie, the wife of Irving Ott of

this city.
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Mr. Luedke was widely known and honored by reason of his public spirit

He served as one of the trustees of theand his devotion to the general welfare.

Milwaukee-Downer College and was one of the founders of the Lutheran Altenheim, to

which he made generous contribution of time and money, regarding it as a most

Important and extensive as were his business interests, he neverworthy charity.

allowed commercial or financial affairs to so monopolize his time as to preclude

his active participation in the broader lines of civic, religious and philanthropic

work.

With his arrival in Milwaukee and his acquisition of the rights of

American citizenship Mr. Luedke joined the ranks of the republican party, of which

he was a stalwart follower to the time of his death, yet he never aspired to

However, he was elected a delegate to the republican national convenationoffice.

held in 1900, at which time William McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt were nominated

While a man of mostfor the presidency and the vice presidency respectively.

benevolent spirit, Mr. Luedke always preferred that his charity should be of a

Hequiet and unostentatious character, his gifts being given without puclicity.

found his greatest pleasure in his own home with his wife, children and grand-

children about him, yet he was at all times a welcome visitor at the clubs in which

He was a regular attendant at the services of the Trinityhe held membership.

Lutheran Church, which numbered him among its most highly esteemed and valued

He served as church trustee for many years, continuing in the office tomembers.

the time of his demise, and he was ever recognized as a most true Christian gentle-

He belonged to the Deutscher Club and the Milwaukee Athletic Club, also toman.

the Old Settlers Club, and in all these organizations the number of his friends

almost equalled the number of his acquaintances.

The Luedke residence still stands at 965 North 11th Street (MI 89-9).
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Designed by architects Crane and Barkhausen and built in 1895, the residence subse-

quently became the headquarters for the American Lutheran Association from 1917 to

1960 and is part of Mr. Sinai Medical Center. (See Health and Social Services and

Social and Political Movements) (S.J. Clarke pp. 639-640).

Charles Manegold, Jr. (1851 - )

Charles Manegold, Jr., president of the Milwaukee-Waukesha Brewing Com-

pany, with plant at No. 155 South Water Street was born September 15, 1851, in

Mi 1waukee. His father, Charles Manegold, was a native of Braunschweig, Germany,

and came to the United States in 1848. For a time he resided in Cincinnati, Ohio,

and then removed to Milwaukee. The elder Manegold was a blocksmith by trade but in

later life turned his attention to the ice business in this city and in 1868 built

a flour mill on South Water Street, which he continued to own and operate until his

death in May, 1879, his son Charles Jr., being associated with him in this under-

taking .

Charles Manegold, Jr., obtained a public school education in his native

city, after which he learned the miller's trade in his father's mill, serving an

apprenticeship to Eugene Hotchkiss, who had rented the mill. He thoroughly

mastered the business in principle and detail and in 1871 was admitted to a part-

nership under the firm style of Hotchkiss & Manegold. Later in the same year,

however, the firm went out of business. Mr. Manegold afterward operated the mill

for his father and an uncle, August Manegold, for a period of three years. At the

end of that time August Manegold passed away and Charles Manegold, Jr. became an

equal partner with his father in the business. He remained an active factor in the

conduct of the enterprise until 1910. In 1876 he had become a partner of C.J.

Kershaw in the ownership of the Northwestern Marine elevater and in 1878 he and his

He took an activefather purchased the Reliance Flour Mill at West Water Street.
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part in the successful management and control of all three of these business enter-

prises and was actively associated with the milling business until 1910. In the

identified therewith until 1898, when the company sold out to the American Malting

Company. In 1899 Mr. Manegold became the owner of the business carried on under

the name of the Milwaukee-Waukesha Brewing Company of which he became the

president. The company had breweries at Waukesha and at Fox Head Springs. The

business developed to substantial proportions and in its conduct Mr. Manegold

displayed the same spirit of enterprise, determination and progressiveness which

characterize him in his other industrial and commercial connections.

On the 16th of October, 1875, Mr. Manegold married Miss Anna Kretschmar,

a daughter of Robert Kretschmar, a native of Saxony, Germany, who conducted

business as a butcher and meat packer, Mr. and Mrs. Manegold became parents of

three daughters: Emily, now the widow of A.S. Lindeman, of Milwaukee; Ella, the

wife of Frank Boesel, a lawyer of this city; and Irma, the wife of Dr. Edwin Henes,

of New York.

Mr. Manegold has taken a deep and helpful interest in public affairs. He

was one of the first park commissioners of the city, filling the office in 1889

when the park system was inaugurated. He gave much time to the project for a

period of ten years and as a member of the first park board he made the original

purchase of what is now Lake Park, Washington Park, Kosciuszko Park and other parks

of the city. His cooperation can at all times be counted upon to further any plans

or measure for the general good. Politically, he maintains an independent course

nor has he ever held or desired elective office. He is identified with many social

organizations and societies which have to do directly with the benefit and

upbuilding of Milwaukee. He had membership in the Association of Commerce, the

meantime he had become interested in the Milwaukee Malting Company in 1886 and was
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Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Wisconsin Club, the Calumet Club, the Blue Mound

Country Club and also in the Milwaukee Art Institute. He greatly enjoyed bowling

and fishing. He also benefitted greatly be travel abroad and visited Spitzbergen,

Egypt, the Holy Land, South America and other points of wide interest. He went to

Alaska in 1895, the year gold was discovered there, but he did not learn of the

discovery until he had returned to Seattle. He also visited the West Indies, saw

the Panama Canal in the making and traveled throughout Mexico. The family's pro-

minent residence once stood at 2912 Highland Boulevard, site of an apartment

building today. Charles' brother William likewise built on Highland Boulevard in

(MI 123-20). THe Manegold's Germanic ancestry as well as that of1897 at 3009.

(S.J. Clarke,their neighbors led to the street's nickname Sauerkraut Boulevard.

pp. 127-128).

Fred Pabst Jr. (1869-1958)

Fred Pabst, Jr. was born November 3, 1869, the son of businessman Captain

Fred Jr. attended the Second Ward School, the German-EnglishFrederick Pabst.

His education continued at theAcademy, and the old East Side High School.

In keeping with the family'sMichigan Military Academy in Orchard Lake, Michigan.

brewing interests, young Pabst attended the Schwarz Brewer's School in New York

City and studied the techniques of the trade at several breweries in the east.

The 1891 Milwaukee City Directory lists Fred Jr. as a clerk at the Pabst

In 1892 he movedBrewing Company and residing at 825 Chestnut, his father's home.

to Captain Pabst's imposing new home until his marriage in 1896 to Ida C. Uihlein,

the daughter of August Uihlein, an executive of the Joseph Schlitz Brewing Company.

The couple moved to 3222 West Wells Street during 1896-1897 while their new home at

3112 Highland Boulevard was under construction.
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Upon the death of Captain Pabst in 1904, Fred Jr.'s older brother,

Gustav, assumed the presidency of the brewery while Fred became the vice-president.

In 1906, with the establishment of Pabst Farms Inc., in Oconomowoc, Fred Pabst

On the 1400-acre farm Pabst raised pure bred Holstein cattlebegan another career.

and experimented with raising horses, ponies, and sheep and also produced milk and

cheese. In this second career of animal husbandry and farming Pabst achieved

During 1908 Pabst resigned from hisexceptional success and considerable reknown.

position at the brewery in order to devote himself to cattle raising and moved to

He retained ownership of his Highland Boulevard home, however, untilOconomowoc.

1919, when he sold it to Thomas J. Neacy.

Upon Gustav's retirement in 1921, Fred returned to the brewery as its

president, guiding its way through the Prohibition years by diversification into

the manufacture of soft drinks, cheese products, malt syrup, near-beer, and "Pabst-

In 1939 Pabst assumed the chairmanship of the breweryEtt", a whole milk spread.

He died at the age of 88 in 1958.and finally retured during the early 1950's.

His widow died at age 93 in 1968.

The Pabst's Classical Revival residence at 3112 West Highland Boulevard

designed by Fernekes and Dolliver of Milwaukee and is currently used aswas

(MI 108-10) (Wisconsin Inventory of Historic Places, 1977).offices.

John Plankinton (1820-1891)

John Plankinton was born in Delaware county, Pennsylvania, March 11,

At twelve years of age he went to Pittsburg, Pa. and in 1844, at the age of1820.

He expected to go intotwenty-four with his wife and child came to Milwaukee.
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partnership with a youn Pittsburg man already established in the young city, but

finding upon his arrival that this promised partner had made other arrangements, he

immediately invested his small capital of $400.00 in a meat shop of his own. Being

a man of integrity and honest dealing, he at once gained the confidence of the

community, and soon had the leading market in town; his business amounting the

first year to $12,000.00. In 1850 he entered into a partnership with Mr. Frederick

Layton, and in addition to the retail trade, began packing pork. This firm con-

Intinued until 1861, being at that time the leading packing house of the West.

1864 he formed a partnership with Phillip D. Armour, under the name of Plankinton &

Armour, and did an immense business not only in Milwaukee but in Kansas City and

Chicago and in New York.

Mr. Plankinton continued in active control of his vast business interests

In the two years inter-until 1889 when failing health compelled him to retire.

vening before his death he took several long journeys to California and the South.

Mr. Plankinton, despite his great wealth,His death occurred on March 29, 1891.

was known for his integrity, honesty and candor, which commanded the respect of

He was a man of deep business sagacity, splendid judgment,rich and poor alike.

and a broad grasp of situations.

Although he employed thousands of men he never had a strike among his

workmen; was easily accessible to any man who had a grievance; and patient and

judicious, in his treatment of such cases.

John Plankinton was the chief pillar of the Calvary Presbyterian church,

He was among the earliestof which he was throughout his life a regular attendant.

He erected manymembers of the Chamber of Commerce, and was its president in 1865.

large business blocks, among which was the famous hotel bearing his name. He was
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the father and founded of the Milwaukee Exposition Building, which during almost

twenty years was an annual noted commercial center in Milwaukee, bringing thousands

of citizens from all parts of the state, to visit the city. Planki nton was al so a

director of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad.

Mr. Plankinton's first wife was Elizabeth Bracken; a native of Delaware

Three childrento whom he was married in 1840, and who died in Milwaukee in 1872.

William and Hannah, and Elizabeth A.were born to this marriage:

John Plankinton's seven acre estate once stood between 15th, 16th, Wis-

Acquired from the James H. Rogers estate, Plankintonconsin and Clybourn streets.

converted the existing residence into Wisconsin Avenue's most magnificent mansion

Marquette University subse-through the efforts of architect E. Townsend Mix.

quently purchased the property and used the residence for classrooms. It was razed

(Watrous, pp. 16-18).in the early 1970's for campus expansion.

William Plankinton

William Plankinton, only son of John Plankinton, was born in Allegheny,

Pa., and was brought while still an infant to Milwaukee by his parents in 1844. He

was, therefore, in a sense a product of early Milwaukee, grew up in her environ-

ment, educated in her schools, and in every way one of her own people. Upon

leaving Milwaukee college, youn Plankinton became a partner in his father's firm in

which he was soon an active and an important factor.

In addition to meat packing, William likeswise organized, owned and con-

trolled the large works known as the Western Portland Cement Company of Yankton,

S.D. He also organized the Johnson Electric Service Company in Milwaukee, now
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grown to be one of the city's largest industrial enterprises. He founded the

Plankinton Electric Light & Power Company another of Milwaukee's large enterprises.

He kept several places of honor in the different public insitutions of the

He was for serveral years a director of the Milwaukee Museum andmuni ci pali ty.

also of the Public Library; was also a trustee of the Layton Art Gallery, and a

director of the Milwaukee Industrial Exposition, Protestant Orphan Asylum and the

Known for his charatible activities, William PlankintonWisconsin Humane Society.

donated books to Concordia College and often would subsidize employees who were

unable to work due to illness.

He was married to Mary Ella Woods, of Cincinnate, on April 26, 1876. Two

sons were born of this marriage - John, a promising young physician, who died at

the age of twenty-one, and William Woods. William senior died April 29, 1905.

William's residence had been located at the southeast corner of 16th

Street and Wisconsin Avenue and shared the seven acre, park-like parcel with his

Designed by E. Townsend Mix, William's residence was a flam-father's mansion.

It was subsequently acquired bybuyant example of high Victorian Gothic style.

(Watrous, pp. 20-21)Marquette University and demolished for campus expansion.

Arthur H. Vogel (1865 - 192 )

Arthur H. Vogel is a native son of Milwaukee, born in May, 1865. In the

acquirement of his education he attended the Second Ward High School, also the

Engelman school and the Spencerian Business College. He was a youn man of twenty

years when in 1885 he became associated with his father F. Ludwig Vogel, and

brothers William H. and Edwin Vogel, in the carpenter and general contracting firm

In 1895 he became connected as anoperating under the name of F.L. Vogel Sons.



- 28 -

officer with the Sheboygan Company consolidated with the C.H. Starke Dredge & Dock

Company. In 1903 he was elected an officer of the latter corporation and retained

that position until the consolidation of the C.H. Starke Dredge & Dock Company with

the Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Company. When this merger was effected he became

manager for the Milwaukee district.

The Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Company was organized and incorporated in

1905 for the purpose of engaging in the business of contracting for all kinds of

marine work in dredging, the construction of breakwater, wharves, bridges submerged

pipes for water intakes, pile foundations for buildings, cofferdams, etc. In 1914

the C.H. Starke Dredge & Dock Company of Milwaukee, which had been a big factor in

the marine business not only in Milwaukee but throughout the Great Lakes district,

Thi sunited the personnel and equipment with that of the Great Lakes Company.

organization brought together the largest of the independent companies then engaged

in that line of work on the Great Lakes and it has continued to grow in magnitude

The headquarters of the company is in the Monroe buildingup to the present time.

The company also maintains district offices and equipment inat Chicago, Illinois.

South Chicago, Milwaukee, Sault Ste. Marie, Duluth, Clevland, Buffalo, Albany, New

York and Philadelphia.

Some of the work which the company and its predecessors have been doing

The company has been connected thehas been of a most important character.

construction of the submerged pipe water intakes of most all the cities on the west

Miles of rubble mound timber crib and pile pier breakwaterside of Lake Michigan.

have been construction, also many miles of reinforced concrete docks and quay

walls, together with the substructures of most of the bascule bridges, as well as

The more recent of these are the rubblemany other works of public importance.

mounted breakwater from the Wisconsin street to the north harbor pier in Milwaukee,
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the bulkhead protection for the Milwaukee seqerage commission at Jones Island, the

bulkhead terminal development for the harbor commission on the east side of Jones

Island and the pile and timer revetment on the river side of Jones Island for the

harbor commission. They were also builders of the Michigan Avenue bridge in

Chicago, one of the notable structures of this character, displaying not only

marked engineering skill but great beauty, so that the bridge is admired by all.

It is a notable structure in-as-much as the two sides were constructed separately

and not until lowered in position, ready for traffic, was it tested whether the two

sides would meet perfectly, but such was the engineering skill and efficient con-

struction back of the project that the two sides of the bridge swung into position

The Milwaukee yards and shops are located at 491 Canalwith absolute perfection.

street, where they have over a thousand feet of dockage for the storage of equip-

The Milwaukee offices are located at 817 to 820 of thement, supplies, etc.

Merchants & Manufacturers Bank building. The Milwaukee district management is

under the personal direction of Arthur H. Vogel, who has had many years of experi-

ence in the handling of this line of work and whose knowledge of the business is a

gurantee that any work undertaken by him will be promptly and faithfully performed.

In 1893 Mr. Vogel was married to Miss Ada Starke, only daughter of Conrad

Starke and they are the parents of three children; Arthur L., Veronica A. and

Dorothy E..

In Masonry Mr. Vogel attained high rank, belonging to Lafayette Lodge,

No. 265, A.F. & A.M.; Calumet Chapter, R. A.M.; Ivanhoe Commandery, No. 24, K.T,;

Wisconsin Consistory, A. & A. S. R.; and Tripoli Temple, A. A. 0. N. M. S. He was

also identified with the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Milwaukee Association of

His residence, built in 1892 and designed by architects Schnetzky andfommerce.

(MI 91-37) (Clarke pp. 157-158).Liebert, still stands at 939 North 15th Street.



FINANCIERS

Charles Best (1849 - )

Charles Best was the son of Frederick Charles Best, one of the founders

of Best's (now Pabst) brewery. Frederick Charles was a wine grower in Germany, at

Meteenheim on the Rhine, but came to Milwaukee in 1842, and was so favorably im-

pressed with the then little city that he returned to his native land in 1844, and

persuaded his aged father and three brothers to emigrate with him to the new land

They all arrived in Milwaukee in the latter part of the same years,of promise.

and all united in founding the brewery al ready named.

Charles Best was born in Milwaukee, January 3rd, 1849. He attended the

common schools in Milwaukee and in Chicago and Peru, Illinois, where his parents

resided from 1857 to 1863 following the loss of all their property in the Panic of

While in Peru, he had for an instructor a German-American scholar who1857.

created in the boy a liking for books, which he thereafter retained. At the age of

fourteen, on account of his father's business reverses, he left school, and did not

have another opportunity for schooling, except that while a clerk in Chicago he

He earned hisattended the Illinois Trade School in the evenings of one winter.

first money as a clerk and delivery boy in a retail grocery store. His next step

in the business world was as general utility boy, shipping and assistant entry

Gradually he rose to the position of stockclerk in an importing house in Chicago.

clerk and assistant book-keeper, ..and at the age of twenty-two he had become head

book-keeper.

At the request of his father, he returned to Milwaukee in 1871, and

became book-keeper for the lumber firm of T.H. Judd & Co. A year after he was
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engaged as general book-keeper by Captain Pabst, then of the firm of Philip Best &

Co., and when, a year later, the firm organized as the Philip Best Brewing company,

he became its secretary, which position he held for eighteen years, severing his

connection with the company in 1890, on account of impaired health. Taking his

family he went abroad and, after an absence of many months, returned in 1892, with

He then became one of the incorporators of the Wisconsinhealth fully restored.

National Bank, was chosen one of its directors, and a member of its finance com-

During the panic of 1893, he was called into the bank as executive officermittee.

and was elected vice-president of that institution which was among the largest

He had also served as a director ofbanks in the state of Wisconsin at that time.

the Chamber of Commerce and was one of the commissioners of public debt of the city

of Milwaukee.

Charles Best was a member of the Milwaukee, Deutscher, Country and

Banker's Clubs, the Musical society and the Arion Musical club. He was a Protes-

tant, but not a member of any church.

Charles Best resided in a mansion (razed) that stood across the street

pp. 128-129).( Men of Progressfrom today's Tripoli Temple on Wisconsin Avenue.

John Johnston (1836 - 1904)

John Johnston was born on the farm of Overton, Auchnagatt, twenty-four

miles north of the city of Aberden, Scotland in 1836.

His mother was Margaret Mitchell, sister of Alexander Mitchell of Mi 1-

He was educated until he was twelve years old at the district school ofwaukee.

Savoch, after which he went to the grammer school of aberdeen, and, at the age of
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fifteen, he entered the Unicersity of Aberdeen, having gained a scholarship at a

public competition in Latin and Greek, open to all comers. At the age of nineteen

he took the degree of master of arts, and, in 1856, he received an invitation from

his uncle, Alexander Mitchell, to come to America; and accepting it , he arrived in

Milwaukee on the 10th of March, 1856, entering Mr. Mitchell's employ at once, as

general accountant of the Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance company bank. Here

he thoroughly learned every department of the banking business; and after ten

when yet a young man of thirty, he was made assistant cashier of the bank, holding

that position, to the very general satisfaction of its many customers, until 1887,

The duties of this office he discharged with signalwhen he became cashier.

ability and fidelity until 1893, when he retired from the bank, having transferred

his interest therein to the Hon. John L. Mitchell.

Upon his retirement from the bank at the beginning of the year 1893, he

devoted his time and attention to his private interests, with fair prospects of

years of comfort and release from the harassing cares of a large business. But the

panic of that year involved the historic bank with which he had for so many years

been associated; and, though he had long before served all business connection with

it, he was, by reason of a law of the state holding stockholders in any corporation

liable for debts contracted within six months after the filing of the memorandum of

the transfer of stock, held liable for all its debts, and his entire fortune was

Nothing daunted, however, he bent himself to the workinvolved in the catastrophe.

of the reorganization of the bank, the revival of its business and the reconstruc-

A new organization was effected, Johnstontion of his own shattered fortune.

pledging five hundred thousand dollars of his private fortune toward meeting every

legitimate claim against the bank and the placing of it again in the confidence of

the people that had so long known it as one of the staunchest institutions in the

Mr. Johnston was unanimously chosen cashier of the reorganized bank, andcountry.
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it reopened its doors in 1894.

In addition to banking, Johnston was one of those who discovered and

developed the great deposits of cement rock in the suburbs of Milwaukee, and was

director and treasurer of the Milwaukee Cement company since its organization in

1875.

The public positions of honor and trust which Mr. Johnston held were

He was a member of theunumerous, varied in their duties, and of great importance.

board of aidermen for two years from 1867, and from 1874 to 1876, a trustee of the

public library from 1878 to 1881, a commissioner of the public debt from 1887 to

1893, for twenty years a trustee and treasurer of Milwaukee College, and served as

director and vice-president of the Chamber of Commerce and two terms as president,

has been a regent of the University of Wisconsin and president of the board, pre-

sident of the State Historical society, member of the city board of school commis-

sioners, trustee of Carroll Collgeg, Waukesha, and had been more of less actively

He was an officer of active memberidentified with numerous business enterprises.

of several social and recreation clubs, had a Scotchman's love for the national

game of curling, and won the championship in this game for the Milwaukee club.

Among his most benevolent deeds was the giving to Milwaukee of the lot for the

Emergency hospital, and $5,000 toward the endowment of Milwaukee College.

Johnston was a somewhat prolific writer, and has made many public

to those who are especially devoted to that work.

waukee for the Encylopedia Britannica, that on Scotland for Salor's Encylopedia,

and that on curling in Johnston's Encyclopedia.

addresses which have been received with that favor which is usually accorded only

He wrote the article on Mil-
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In religious matters he was prominent in the Presbyterian church and was

one of the founders of Calvary Presbyterian church of Milwaukee, of which he had

been a trustee since its formation in 1869, and was for years one its elders.

He was married, in 1861, to Miss Margaret Hunter of Scotland, who died in

Three years later he married Miss Ethlinda Marie Thorsen, daughter of John1878.

Thorsen of Milwaukee. They had two children, a daughter and a son.

Johnston's Italianate residence at the northeast corner of 12th Street

and Wisconsin Avenue was reported to have cost $100,000 when built in the early

E. Townsend Mix was the architect for this project. The site is currently1880's.

Johnston left this residence in 1895 to purchase the Diedrichs-Fetch Housevacant.

( Men ofat 1241 North Franklin Place on the East Side where he died in 1904.

pp. 430-432)Progress

George Koch (1863 - 1922)

George Koch was born in Milwaukee in the year 1863 and spent his entrie

He was for several years employed by the William Frankfurthlife in this city.

Hardware Company and later entered the employ of the Manufacturers Bank when it was

located in the old Newhall building. Later he became engaged in the grain, feed

Afterward a branch of the Merchants & Exchange Bank wasand commission business.

established in the block at Third and Chestnut Streets, now used by the West Side

On July 1, 1894, itBank, and with the new institution Mr. Koch became associated.

was reorganized as a state bank and called the West Side Bank, Mr. Kich being

He became cashier at its organization andlargely instrumental in founding it.

remained a most active factor in its control and management to the time of his

demise, which occurred March 7, 1922.
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The bank was established with a paid up capital of one hundred thousand

dollars, which was increased to a capital of four hundred thousand dollars, with

surplus and undivided profits of four hundred and sixty-three thousand, four hun-

dred and ninety-four dollars and deposits amounting to approximately three million

Adam Gettelman, president;of th enterprise. The following officers where chosen:

George Kich, vice-president; Charles J. Kuhnmuench, cashier; Herbert Feerick,

assistant cashier; while the directors in addition to the officers were Adam

Gettelman, Otto J. Schoenleber, V.J. Schoenecker, Jr., Walter A. Zinn, Victor

Mr. Koch, like his associates, wasSchlitz, John Schwalbach and George Koch.

keenly interested in all public affairs and matters of general concern and his in-

To the employes of thefluence was ever on the side of progress and improvement.

West Side Bank, Mr. Koch was known as the man with the sunshiny disposition.

On the 18th of February, 1896, Mr. Koch was united in marriage to Miss

He was a prominent member of theAmelia Millenbach of Detroit, who survives him.

West Side Turners and he also had membership in the Wisconsin Club and in the

Calumet Club.

The Koch's classical revival residence built in 1897 still stands at 3209

Vacant today, the house had been used by ConcordiaWest Highland Boulevard.

(See Education( (S.J. Clarke p. 577)College for offices until 1983.

Alexander Mitchell (1817 - 1887)

Alexander Mitchell was born in 1817 in Aberdeenshire, Scotland. He

migrated to the U.S. in 1839 to become secretary of the Wisconsin Marine and Fire

dollars. This statement speaks for the soundness of the management and the success
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Insurance Co. in Milwaukee, which was founded by Chicago capitalist and fellow

Scotsman, George Smith,

began to operate as a banking concern, and for a number of years Mitchell was in-

volved in a series of disputes with the Wisconsin legislature but continued to

were widely circulated and were credited with helping to stabilize the currency

In 1852 Mitchell worked out a compromise with the stateneeds of the Northwest.

legislature; in 1853 the Wisconsin free banking law was passed, and the company was

reorganized as the Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance Co. Bank. Mitchell acquired

Smith's remaining interest in the concern about 1854, and was also first president

of the Wisconsin Bankers' Association (1858). During the Civil War he was credited

with devising a system which saved many of the Wisconsin bankd from failure. Al-

though prominent in many early Milwaukee and Wisconsin banking and capital invest-

ment enterprises, Mitchell is primarily remembered as a railroad builder and

He was a promoter and stockholder in many of the early state railroadexecutive.

ventures, including the Milwaukee and Mississippi (later the Milwaukee and Prairie

In 1865 Mitchell became presidentdu Chien), and the LaCrosse and Milwaukee R.R.

of the virtually bankrupt Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway Co, which eventually

Mitchell was able to put this road on a paving basisabsorbed the other lines.

within a year, and, although in 1866 the railroad comprised only about 270 miles of

track, by the time of Mitchell's death in 1887 the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul

R.R. (renamed in 1874) operated over 5,000 miles of track in seven states.

Mitchell was also active in state and national politics, expecially following the

A democrat, he was elected to congress in 1870, was re-elected in 1872,Civil War.

and served two terms (Mar. 1871 - Mar. 1873). He was not a candidate for

renomination in 1874, and in 1877 declined the democratic nomination for Goverrnor.

Through his wealth, railroad power and political connections Mitchell was for many

In 1874 he successfullyyears one of the most powerful figures in the Midwest.

The company (chartered as an insurance business) soon

evade attempts to revoke the company's charter. The firm's certificates of deposit
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held constitutional by state supreme court justice, E.G. Ryan (q.v.), Mitchell

succeeded in working out a compromise with state Railroad Commissioner, George Paul

(q.v.), and Granger-Reform Governor William R. Taylor (q.v.), which led to modifi-

cation of rate regulation, the ultimate defeat of Taylor, and the repeal of the

Mitchell continued as president of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. PaulPotter Act.

R.R. until his death. He died while visiting in New York on April 19, 1887.

In Addition to his railroad and banking concerns, Mitchell also held

He was responsible for the construction of theextensive real estate downtown.

Chamber of Commerce and Mitchell Sank Buildings in the central business district

and the C.M. and St. Paul Depot at 4th and Fowler Streets (razed), all of which

Mitchell's residence at 900 Westwere designed by noted architect E. Townsend Mix.

(MI 104-21) (See Social and Political Move-Wisconsin is today the Wisconsin Club.

pp. 256-257).ments) ( Dictionary of Wisconsin Biography

Rudolph Nunnemacher (1848 - 1894)

Rudolph Nunnemacher was the second son of Jacob and Catharina

(Barjenbruch) Nunnemacher and was born September 7, 1848. In the acquirement of an

education he attended the German-English Academy of Milwaukee, while subsequently

After returning to the Unitedhe continued his studies in Nuremberg, Germany.

States he engaged in business with his father for a time but when twenty-two years

of age severed that connection and organized the Home Savings Bank in association

with Hon. Ferdinand Kuehn, an old and prominent citizen of Milwaukee and at one

This bank, of which Mr. Kuehn became the pre-time state treasuerer of Wisconsin.

sident and Mr. Nunnemacher the cashier, was established in 1870 and was located in

It was consolidated aa building which occupied the site of the Kirby House.

defied the state Potter law (regulating railroad rates) and although the law was
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little later with the bank which had previously been conducted by M. Von Baumbach

and the consolidated instituions became known as the German Exchange Bank. Of this

Guido consolidation with the Bank of Commerce. Under this consolidation the

Merchants' Exchange Bank came into existence and Mr. Nunnemacher was made vice-

president of that well known banking house. After the death of President O'Neill,

Mr. Nunnemacher succeeded to the presidency of the bank and retained that position

up to the time of its consolidation with the First National Bank in 1894. Al though

he desired to be relieved, as far as possible, of the cares and responsiblities of

the banking business, he became vice-president of the reorganizaed First National

Bank, his financial sagacity and ability as a banker adding materially to the

prestige of this noted banking house. Soon afterward he went abroad because of im-

paired health, hoping through rest, recreation and travel to regain his wonted

He was accomplished by members of his family, receiving the most kindlyvigor.

care and attention, and was treated also by some of the most celebrated physicians

His remains were brought backof the old world, Austria, on Christmas day of 1894.

to Milwaukee and on the 14th of January, 1895, were interred in the city of his

In addition to his banking interests he was a large holder of real estatebi rth.

He was a director of the Merchants Mutualin Milwaukee and left a large fortune.

Life Insurance Company, a member of the Chamber of Commerce, of the Milwaukee Club

and of the Bankers Club and in all these organizations was a conspicuous figure.

Always a lover of art, he had made a fine collection of paintings and had gotten

together a rare collection of old coins, which he began making in early life.

On the 30th of May, 1871, he weddedMr. Nunnemacher was twice married.

Pauline Vogel, daughter of Frederick Vogel, and they became parents of five chil-

The wife and motherRudolph J. Friedrich, Walter, Pauline and Augusta.dren:

passed away and in 1888 Mr. Nunnemacher was united in marriage to Mrs. Emilie

Schoellkopf, a sister of his first wife and the widow of Henry Schoellkopf of
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Their magnificent mansion, originally the home of D.G. Rogers, was lo-Buffalo.

cated at 1700 West Wisconsin Avenue. Widow Emilie Nunnenmacher donated the resi-

dence to Children's Hospital which razed the structure and built a hospital complex

(See Health and Social Services - Children's Hospital) (S.J. Clarke,on the site.

p. 553; Ogden, p. 23)

Charles Henry Yunker (1864 - )

Charles Henry Yunker was a native of Milwaukee, where his birth occurred

August 18, 1864, a son of John B. and Mary (Sprengling) Yunker. John B. Yunker was

born in Hessen-Nassau, Germany, where he received his education and resided until

reaching the age of twenty-one years, when he came to the United States.

In the acquirement of an education Charles Henry Yunker attended the

schools of Milwaukee and after graduating from the East Division high school

entered the law office of Dixon Noyes & Dixon, and was afterward with Markham &

In 1882 he became connected with the MilwaukeeNoyes for a period of three years.

Mechanics' Insurance Company in the stationery department where his ability and

conscientious performance of every task assigned him soon brought home promotion.

For some time he was assistant bookkeeper; then bookkeeper; in January, 1896, was

made assistant treasurer; and three years later was promoted to treasurer, an

In 1906 he was made vice president of the companyoffice he held for seven years.

The Milwaukee Mechanics' Insuranceand in January, 1919, was elected president.

Company was incorporated under a charter given by special act of the legislature of

Wisconsin, February 15, 1852, and, originally, was a mutual company, bearing the

After the close of thename of Milwaukee Mechanics' Mutual Insurance Company.

Civil war the company made astounding progress and its growth from that time was

When the desire forsteady and largely exceeded all expectations of its founders.
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greater expansion was handicapped by the many failures of mutual companies and the

doors of many states barring its entrance into new and profitable territory, the

company was reorganized, the change having been resolved upon by a general vote of

the members at the annual meeting in January, 1884, under a special act of the

legislature and became a stock company with a capital stock of two hundred thousand

dollars paid into the treasury, and the company placed among the millionaires.

This reorganization vested thd company with new power and it immediately branched

out in every direction, adding to its territory from time to time until it operated

It was the oldest andthroughout the United States in practically every state.

ranked as one of the most reliable fire insurance companies in the northwest. The

cash capital of the company was in 1922 one million, two hundred and fifty thousand

It has been largely through the ability of Mr. Yunkers, as president,dollars.

He was a member ofthat the business was built up to its extensive proportions.

the executive committee of the National Board of Fire Underwriters and also of the

executive committee of the Western Insurance Bureau.

In 1892 occurred the marriage of Mr. Yunker and Miss Bertha Smith of this

After the death ofcity and to their union were born two daughters, Eva and Marie.

his first wife, Mr. Yunker was again married. In 1904 Ida Shape, of Milwaukee, a

daughter of the late G.H. Shape, became his wife.

Mr. Yunker followed an independent course in politics and had never had

His religious faith was that of the Lutheranany desire for political preferment.

church, in which he was reared, his parents having been devoted members of that

Mr. Yunker was a lover of the great out of doors and had been andenomination.

He was fond of fishing and of all athletics and to thatearnest student of botany.

end maintained membership in the Milwaukee Athletic Club, being one of its most

Good music held for him a great fascination and he was also of aactive members.
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His hime at 2520 Ki 1 bourn Avenue was artistically appointedliterary turn of mind.

(MIand today is the site of one of Wisconsin Bell's telephone exchange buildings.

95-6) (S.J. Clarke, pp. 393-394).



INDUSTRIALISTS

Charles Abresch (1850 - 1912)

Charles Abresch was born on May 12, 1850 at Dierdorf, Germany. After his

mother's death a few months later, his father sailed for America leaving the infant

At age 18 Charles joined his father in MilwaukeeCharles in the care of relatives.

and used his blacksmith skills in obtaining work at the John Meineke wagon and

He began his own business at age 20 and specialized in the manu-carriage works.

In 1894 the company was capitalized for $22,000 and byfacture of beer wagons.

By 1912 the plant at 4th1907 the business began to manufacture autos and trucks.

and McKinley Streets (razed) had over 800 employees and Abresch products were

marketed throughout the United States and Mexico.

Charles Abresch married Catherin Geraard of Jackson, Wisconsin in 1879

and they had one daughter, Mrs. Oscar Bach. Abresch donated generously to chari-

ties but never let his actions be made public. He was a member of the Knights of

Pythias, Richard Wagner Lodge, Tuen Verein Milwaukee, West Side Old Settlers Club,

Abresch diedOld Settlers Bowling Club, German Press Club and Blatz Outing Club.

at his home at 2126 West Juneau after a three month illnes. The house was subse-

quently used by Misericordia Hospital as a nurses home and is now a private resi-

(See Health and Social Services - Misericordia) (MI 80-35) (Olddence one again.

Settlers Book 3 p. 112; Memorial Vol. 1 p. 131).

Michael Carpenter (1846 - 1926)

Michael Carpenter was born February 1, 1846 in a small house on the site

of the present plankinton Hotel, and when but twelve years of age he was left
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fatherless. From that time forward he has had to depend upon his own resources, so

that whatever success he has acheived is attributable entirely to his own labors

and capability. A half century ago Mr. Carpenter and his wife established the Car-

penter bakery in a little shop, sixteen by twenty feet, at Eighth street and St.

paul avenue. They baked bread at night and Mr. Carpenter delivered the goods early

The Carpenter bakery grew into a huge, modern sunshine plant inin the morning.

When Mr. Carpenter started in business for himself hethe very heart of the city.

had to make his own yeast as well as bake and deliver the bread and even chop the

In those early days they also al owedwood in order to have fuel for the ovens.

Carpentersome customers at times to bake their own dough in the Carpenter ovens.

later became general manager for the National Biscuit Company in Milwaukee and

eventually he bought back his Grand avenue bakery from the National Biscuit Company

and devoted his time to making good bread. In 1915 the company erected a new

bakery installed all of the lates machinery and modern devices for carrying on a

business of this character and thus established a splendid plant at Nos. 102 to 106

Seventh Street.

The plant has a capacity for turning

out fifty thousand loaves of bread in fifteen hours, so that today the bakery is

one of the largest in the country.

One of the factors which went a long way in building up the business of

the Carpenter Baking Company was its splendid organization. The sons became asso-

ciated with the father in the business and know every single of the trade. More-

over, Mrs. Carpenter in the early years was the active assistant of her husband and

later, during critical business periods, was always a helpful worker and a constant

source of inspiration to him, her advice at all times proving invaluable. Among

the several hundred employes in the Carpenter bakery in 1922 there were a number

They had thirty-onewho had been in the establishment for more than thirty years.

Today the Carpenter bakery is the latest work in construction and 

embodies many original ideas of its founder.
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delivery routes in Milwaukee carrying to the hundreds of customers the output of

the great plant, which was erected in 1914 and which was a three-story and basement

building, sixty-seven by one-hundred and seventy feet. Their leading brand of

bread is known as the Betsy Rose and they employed one hundred and thirty people,

the plant being operated twenty four hours out of the day, with different shifts.

The business was incorporated in 1889, with a capital stock of twenty-five thousand

dollars, which has since been increased to one hundred thousand dollars with the

Michael Carpenter, president; JJ. Carpenter, vice-president;following officers:

and M.H. Carpenter, secretary and treasurer.

Mr. Carpenter was several times appointed a member of the fire and police

His time and energy were also devoted tocommission by the city's chief executive.

the sewerage commission which was then in the process of building underground

carriers and a gigantic disposal station.

Throughout his entire life Carpenter was active in civic and charitable

affairs and in all plans for the growth and upbuilding of Milwaukee. He was an

ardent supported and advocate of the "Milwaukee-to-the-ocean" project, was moreover

tion of trees.

His slogan "He has fed the hungry for fifty years," was a well known one

in Milwaukee and it indicated his long and prominent connection with the business

circles of the city.

Mr. Carpenter was united in marriage to Miss Mary A. Calhoun, a native of

Their children were A.T., who diedCanada, who passed away in Milwaukee in 1909.

in 1918; J.J., who was vice president of the M. Carpenter Baking Company; M.H. who

a deen student of intensive farming an an authority on poultry and on the preserva-
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was secretary and treasurer of the company; and Mary A.

Michael Carpenter died at his home of pneumonia and heart trouble on

October 23, 192. He was a member of the Old Settler's Club and Knights of

Columbus. His son Mathew continued to occupy the family home at 1115 North 35th

(S.J. Clarke pp. 355-356; Old Settlers Club Obituary File BookStreet until 1947.

2 p. 185).

Patrick Cudahy (1849 - 1919)

Patrick Cudahy, member of the firm of Cudahy Brothers, packers, Milwaukee

and Chicago, was born in Callan, in the County of Kilkenny, Ireland, on the 17th

The father, while in I re-day of March, 1849. His mother's maiden name was Shaw.

land, was engaged in agricultural purusits. Young Cudahy, with his parents and

other members of the family, came to this country in 1849, when he was but a few

months old, and from that time forward Milwaukee had been his home. Mr. Cudahy was

one of six children. Michael and John of Chicago, Edward in Omaha, Catharine, the

only sister, a member of the Order of the Good Shepared, and William of Milwaukee.

Patriot Cudahy received a limited education in the common schools of the day. At

twelve years of age he began to work in the summer, but he went to school in the

His first employment of any consequence waswinter when there was no work on hand.

with a retail grocer on the corner of Grand Avenue and Fifth Street in Milwaukee.

He waited on customers in the forenoon and delivered goods in the afternoon with a

Hisf irst employment in the meat business was with Edwardtwo-wheeled cart.

Roddis, a prominent beef and pork packer, along in the ,60's. From this he went to

Layton & Company in the capacity of weigher, or, as morework in 1870 for Messrs.

Having little to do in the summer, as there was at thisgenerally termed, scaler.

time little or no summer packaging, Mr. Cudahy, being ambitious and desirous of
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success, undertook to learn the trade of stonecutting—but before making much

progress he received a. position as superintendent of the pork-packing house of

Lyman & Company, where he remained one year. About this time Philip D. Amour, who

was then in partnership with the late Mr. Plankinton, moved to Chicago to take

charge of his brother's business, and induced Mr. Cudahy's brother, Michael, who

was in the employ of Plankinton & Armour, to go with him, and Patrick was called

upon to fill the vacancy thus left. He took charge of the slaughtering and packing

establishment in 1874, at a salary of $2,000 per year, and so continued until 1878,

at which time he was admitted as partner and given one-sixteenth interest in the

business, the capital stock being then $700,000. In 1883 his interest was in-

creased to three-sixteenths, and in 1886 he became a full partner with Mr. Plankin-

In 1888 John Cudahy purchased Mr.ton, the name of the firm being Plankinton & Co.

Plankinton's interest in the firm, and the name was changed to Cudahy Brothers,

When it was incorporated as Cudahycontinuing as such until October, 1893.

Brothers company, with an authorized capital of $2,000,000. Of this corporation

our subject was president and the owner of sixty per cent of the stock.

As early as 1890 the Messrs. Cudahy hot options on acreage property two

miles south of Milwaukee, and a year later purchased 700 acres of land there, with

Buildings were started, and in October,a frontage of two miles on Lake Michigan.

The plant was one of the1893, rapidly finished and active operations begun.

largest in the country in its day having a daily capacity of 7,000 Hogs and 500

The company had its own pumpingcattle and embracing fifteen acreas of land.

station, by which lake water was distributed to every part of the plant, both for

manufacturing purposes and for provision against fire. The land outside of the

packing establishment was owned by the Cudahy Land and Investment compnay, which

The town of

Cudahy grew up about the packing plant and many residents, even tody are employes

was capitalized at $1,000,000 and of which Mr. Cudahy was president.
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of the packing establishment. The Cudahy Building and Loan assocaition, of which

Mr. Cudahy was president, is an enterprise in which the employes were the principal

stock-holders. The product of the company went into all markets outside of

Milwaukee, nearly sixty percent of it being exported.

Mr. Cudahy was married in 1877 to Miss Annie Madden; and to them have

Their home from 1883-1903been born nine children eight of whom are now living.

was an exceedingly pleasant and happy one, located in the 1300 block of Wisconsin

Avenue (razed) Mr. Cudahy died July 25, 1919.

The company still bears the Cudahy name today and operates in Cudahy,

pp. 593-594; Old Settlers Club Memorial Vol. 2 p.( Men of ProgressWisconsin.

14)

Henry Harnischfeger (1855 - 1930)

Henry Harnischfeger was born at Salmuenster, Germany, in 1855, a son of

Konstantin and Christina (Adrian) Harnischfeger, who spent their lives in their

Thenative counrty where the father was born in 1817 and the mother in 1818.

former was form many years proprietor of a tanning business and passed away in

1889.

Henry Harnischfeger attended the public schools of his native country and

afterward learned the locksmith's trade while later, attracted by the opportunities

He arrive in New York andof the new world, he came to the United States in 1872.

entered the employ of the tool department of the Singer Manufacturer Company at

He next became an employe in theElizabeth, New Jersey, remaining there one year.

tool department of the Brown & Sharpe Manufacturing Company at Providence, Rhode
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He then returned to theIsland, and remained with that concern for nine months.

Singer Manufacturing Company with which he was connected for eight years.

In 1881 Mr. Harnischfeger moved to Milwaukee and was assigned to the

position of foreman of the milling machine department of the Whitehill Sewing

While thus engaged he met Alonzo Pawling and the latter's firstMachine Company.

partner, Moritz Weis, who were then associated in business under the name of the

A little later Mr. Harnischfeger purchased theMilwaukee Tool and Pattern Works.

interest of Mr. Weis in the business and the name was then changed to Pauling &

The new firm engaged in general jobbing work in both the machingHarnischgeger.

and pattern lines and in the building of machinery under contract. They were some-

what handicapped by limited capital and equipment, but in 1886 and 1887 small addi-

tions were made to their factory, permitting of increased production and their out-

put largely consisted of carving machines, brickmaking machines and a special

In the year 1887 Pawling & Harnischfegerdevice called the poppet Valve Governor.

had the honor of building the first three-motor electric traveling cranes for

The operation of this electric crane was so successful that a com-Allis-Chalmers.

pany was organized to manufacture cranes with electric motive power, the three

Theorganizers of the new business being Messrs. Pawling, Harnischfeger and Shaw.

enterprise was established under the name of the Shaw Electric Crane Company, with

From that time forward Pawling and HarnischfegerMr. Harnischfeger as president.

Later Mr. Shaw withdrew andwere permanently assocated with the crane industry.

Mr. Harnischfeger in his far-was succeeded by Mathias A. Beck as chief engineer.

sighted business vision saw the future value and demand for mechanical means of re-

placing the ardous hand labor required in the digging and refilling of trenches and

general earch excavation work and in 1912 engineers were engaged to design and

develop a line of wheel and boom type trenching machines, draglines, backfillers,

tampers, power shovels and excavator cranes, with the result that today the firm
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manufacturers and sells the most complete line of excavating machinery in the

By 1922 the plant covered four hundred thousand square feet of floor spaceworld.

with its storage yards and proving grounds a total of twenty-eight acres. The out-

put of the company is the latest word in crane and excavator manufacture and it is

represented in every section of the country, having branch sales offices in New

York, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Chicago, New Orleans, San Francisco, Los Angeles

and Seattle and District representatives in all important business centers in the

The officers of the company were Henry Harm’schfeger, second viceUnited States.

president; and Rene von Schleinitz, secretary.

On the 30th of August, 1892, Mr. Harnischfeger was united in marriage to

Miss Marie E. Kauwertz of Milwaukee, a daughter of Frederick and Marie (Geyer)

Mr. and Mrs. Harnischfeger became the parents of four children two ofKauwertz.

Frieda who was the wife of Rene Von Schleinitz,which survived Mr. Harnischfeger:

secretary of the Pawling & Harnischfeger Company, and Walter, who was a vice presi-

dent of the Company.

Mr. Harnischfeger belonged to the Turnverein, the Wisconsin Club, the Old

He likewise had member-Settlers Club and the Milwaukee Association of Commerce.

ship in the Wisconsin Natural History Society and had been a most active worker in

He died suddenly of a heart attack at agethe Associated Charities of Milwaukee.

His lovely residence, built in 1905 and designed by Milwaukee archi-75 in 1930.

(MI 101-31) (S.J. Clarketect Eugene Liebert, still stands at 3424 West Wisconsin.

pp 337-338; Old Settlers Club Obituaries Book 2 p. 264).

Ferdinand Kieckhefer (1852-1919)

Ferdinand A.W. Kieckhefer was born in the city of Milwaukee on the 10th
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His father, Charles Kieckhefer, was a native of Germany, andof February, 1852.

came to this country in 1851 and was engaged in the business of contractor, but

subsequently abandoned that for mercantile pursuits. Ferdinand received his educa-

tion in the Lutheran parochial schools of Milwaukee, adn the Spencerian Business

College, (See Education) graduating from the latter at the age of fifteen years,

having, through his natural aptitude for business principles and methods, laid the

foundation for the successful business career upon which he entered when he was

His first regular employment was little past hislittle past his majority.

His first regular employment was as assistant bookkeeper in the largemajori ty.

Here he remained for fivewholesale hardware store of John Pritzlaff of Milwaukee.

years, acquiring experience in the world of business.

In 1872, when scarcely twenty-one years of age, he began business for

himself, by opening a retail hardward store at 200 West Water street (today's N.

Plankinton), which was, sometime thereafter, removed to 110 and 112 Wisconsin

In 1878 his brother William became associated with him in the business,Avenue,.

which was conducted with marked success until 1880, when it was sold, and they

The enterprise was a successestablished a plant for the manufacture of tinware.

from the beginning, growing rapidly in all its departments until the factory be-

came the largest and best equipped in this industry, not only in the United States,

The list of articles manufactured embraces a complete line ofbut in the world.

plain, galvanized, japanned and enameled tinware, sheet steel and iron goods. The

expensive buildings have a frontage of six hundred feet on St. Paul avenue, between

Ninth and Eleventh streets, a depth of 385 feet, and a floor area of 420,000 square

Not only did the firm makefeet, while the number of employes totaled 900 in 1897.

a large variety of utensils, but they made many of the machines used in the works.

The company had agencies and sample rooms in San Francisco,the United States.

The value of the yearly product exceeded $1,500,000 and the market extended over
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Cal., Portland, Oregon and Denver, Col., and through which the entire Pacific Coast

and interior was supplied with tinware. The company also had a branch warehouse at

Nos. 78-80 Lake Street, Chicago, a six story building being necessary to meet the

wants of the jobbing and retail trade of that city, managed by vice-president, L.C.

The company was incorporated in 1892, with a paid-up capital ofBartling.

$1,000,000, Mr. Kieckhefer being the president and general manager.

While in no sense an active politician, Mr. Kieckhefer was a staunch Re-

He was a member of the Advancement Association of Milwaukee, was con-publican.

nected with St. John's Lutheran church, and with the German club of the city.

Kieckhefer was married to Miss Minnie Kuetemeyer in 1875, by whom he had

Ferdinand had a beau-five children, Clara, Louise, Alfred, Minnie and Ferdinand.

tiful home at 2602 Grand Avenue now the site of a Marquette University residence

pp. 240-241; Half-Century's Progress; Old Settlers Clubhall ( Men of Progress

Memorial Vol. 2 p. 62).

Captain Frederick Pabst (1836-1904)

Frederick Pabst was a native of Thuringen in Saxony, Germany who came to

The family settledAmerica in 1848 with his parents Gottlieb and Fredericka Pabst.

He subsequentlyin Chicago where Frederick found hotel work for several years.

took a job with the Goodrich Steamship Line, became part owner of the steamer Comet

and by the age of twenty-one he had advanced to the position of captain of that

Frederick's rescue of Marie Best who had fallen off the gangplank of Pabst’ss hi p.

Marie and Frederick were married two yearsship was to ultimately change his life.

later and shortly thereafter, Frederick began to work in the brewery owned by

Pabst quickly grasped the potential held by themarie's father Philip Best.
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brewery and introduced into it new methods, new marchinery, new facilities for the

manufacture of beer and greatly increase the amount of the product and relatively

reduced the cost. The brewery grew to cover some 34 acres in the area around 10th

and State streets. In 1889 the greatful board of directors by a unanimous vote

changed the name of the brewery from Best to Pabst.

Pabst's nationwide market was the result of the skillful promotion of the

buildings bearing the Pabst name and logo. A bachelor hotel at Times Square (1899)

the Majestic Theatre, the Grand Pabst Circle.Restaurant, and the Harlem Theatre

were all built in New York. Similar structures were erected in San Francisco,

Minneapolis and Chicago. All together the brewery had come 600 saloons dispersed

In Milwaukee, the Pabst Theatre, St. Charles Hotel (razed) andacross the nation.

a thirteen-story skyscraper (razed) plus numerous tavers such as at 1338-40 West

Juneau (MI 81-5) attested to Pabst's number one slot in nation wide beer sales.

When Pabst died in 1904, management of the company went to his sons Gustav and

Frederick.

In addition to brewing, Pabst was the principal force in establishing the

Wisconsin National Bank and had promoted the development of a city wide water

system in the 1870's. He likewise sponsored a traveling library for country folk

and donated generously to the entertainment of Civil War veterans who gathered in

Milwaukee for a reunion in the early 1890's.

Pabst's own mansion at 2000 West Wisconsin Avenue, built between 1890 -

1893, is a showplace of Flemish Renaissance architecture designed by Milwaukee

(MI 100-19) It features paneling from a 17th centuryarchitect George Ferry.

( Men of Progress pp.German castle, ebony paneling and gold onyx mantels.

blue ribbon won in the 1893 Columbian Exposition and the construction of numerous
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252-254; Johnson pp. 231-234).

Walter Read (1856 - 1922)

From office boy to the presidency of the Filer & Stowell Company of Mil-

waukee is the brief record of the highly progressive and successful business career

of Walter Read, who passed away Friday, February 10, 1922. Mr. Read was born in

Cleveland, Ohio, February 14, 1856, his parents being Charles Augustus and Maria

Jane (Downey Read, the former a native of Ludlow, Vermont, while the latter was

born in Maryland. It was in the year 1865 that Charles A. Read came to Milwaukee,

where for many years he was connected with the Filer & Stowell Company, remaining a

stockholder in the business for an extended period. He also organized the Savings

& Investment Association, of which he was the manager to the time of his death. He

was connected with many mining interests as well and was prominently identified

with the unbuilding and progress of the city in which he made his home.

His son, Walter Read, was but nine years of age when the family hone was

established in Milwaukee, so htat he obtained his early education in the schools of

Later he continued his studies in the Wayland Academy at Beaver Dam,this city.

Wisconsin and then went to Greencastle, Indiana, where he entered DePauw University

in which institution he continued his studies for two years, thus completing his

He was then engaged in business in Indianapolis, Indiana, for two yearseducation.

after which he returned to Milwaukee, where he entered the employ of the Filer &

Stowell Company in 1879, becoming confidential secretary to his uncle Mr. Stowell,

Gradually he worked his way up-whose interests he purchased about the year 1893.

ward, passing through consecutive positions until he reached the presidency and

concentrated his efforts upon administrative direction and executive control. He

was thus at the head of one of the important business interests of the city and he
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also extended his efforts into other fields, becoming president of the Savings &

Investment Association and also holding the controlling interest in the Beaver

Manufacturing Company.

On the 12th of June, 1889, Mr. Read was united in marriage to Miss Lydia

Marie Reik, a daughter of John A. and Maria (Wechselberg) Reik. To this marriage

were born seven children: Harold, now deceased; Walter Raymond; Everett Charles;

Stuart A.; Helen Louise; Philip Chester; and Kenneth Hugh.

Mr. Read was a member of the Milwaukee Athletic Club and at one time be-

A long time resident of the West Side, Mr. Readlonged to the Wisconsin Club.

His company, Filer and Stowell, stilllived on 24th Street and through 1920.

(S.J. Clark p. 687).operates today at 147 East Becher on Milwaukee's South Side.

George Stroh (1864-1932)

George Stroh, of the Stroh Die Moulded Casting Company, came to the

middle west from the Empire state, his birth having occurred at Jordan, New York,

His father, George Stroh, who was born in Markubel, Kurhessen,June 17, 1864.

Germany, came to the United States when a lad of fifteen years and settle in Syra-

cuse.

At the usual age George Stroh became a pupil in the public schools of his

native city and there mastered the work of the grades and of the high school. He

afterward became a machinist's apprentice and learned his trade in Jordan, serving

For ten years thereafter he was with the Straight Linea term of three years.

Engine Company of Syracuse an won steady advancement while with that corporation

He afterward re-until he had attained the responsible position of superintendent.
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signed to accept the superintendency with the H.H. Franklin Company of Syracus,

with whom he continued for four years. He then turned his attention to the die

casting business insyracuse on his own account, there remaining for a year, after

which he removed to Milwaukee in 1904 and here established the plant which he had

brought with him from the east. He carried on the business independently for some

time, having his plant in the Johnson Service building for six years. He then

erected the Stroh building. The company manufactures white metal castings used by

automobile manufacturers and telephone manufacturers and also produces talking

maching novelties. They have a market that extends all over the United States and

they also enjoy an export trade of considerable proportions. The business has been

steadily developed under the care and direction of Mr. Stroh, whose labors have

been an effective force in winning patronage for the house, while the excellence of

their output has insured a continuance of the trade.

Mr. Stroh has been married twice. On the 31st of May, 1888 he wedded

Estella Harrington of Elbridge, New York, who died in 1918, leaving three children:

Jessie, the wife of Alfred Meier of Milwaukee; Pauling, the wife of Nathan Wood of

Milwaukee and the mother of two children, Jane and John Wood; and Donald. Mr.

Stroh was married again October 20, 1919, his second union being with Mrs. Nellie

Merritt of Battle Creek, Michigan, a daughter of Henry Van Vranken of Union City,

Michigan.

Mr. Stroh never took an active part in politics but always voted with the

He attended the Tabernacle Baptist church and he belonged to therepublican party.

Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Milwaukee Yacht Club, the Cjity Club and the associa-

He was a lover of music and he found recreation in fishing,tion of Commerce.

He maintained a summer home at Oconomowoc Lake,skating, swimming and motoring.

where he had a beautiful residence and spacious grounds.
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A long time West Sider, Mr. Stroh and his wife last lived at 752 North

29th Street where Mr. Stroh died on March 1, 1932. The house now serves as the

(See Health and Social Services) (MI 119-18) StrohFamily Hospital Day Care Cener.

Die Casting Company Inc. operates today out of a plant at 11123 West Burleigh in

(S.J. Clarke p. 459; Milwaukee City Directory).Milwaukee's suburbs.
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Edmund Gran (1863 - )

Mr. Gram was born in Buffalo, New York, August 23, 1863. His father, the

Rev. Charles Gram, was a native of Magdeburg, Germany, born May 22, 1834, and when

but three years of age was brought to the United States by his parents, who settled

in Buffalo. The family moved to Milwaukee in 1873 when Rev. Gram was called to a

pastorate here.

Edmund Gram was educated in the public schools of Milwaukee, in Markham's

Academy, now the Milwaukee Academy, and in the Spencerian Business College. He

displayed considerable business genius and initiative in his early youth and began

earning money by the operation of a small printing press, whech he developed to

quite a job printing establishment, until his academic and music studies took up

Nature endowed him with a love of music which he cultivated inall of his time.

early life, playing the pipe organ when yet but a youth and acting as director of

He thus early became closelyvarious musical organiztions when in early manhood.

connected with music interests in Milwaukee and it was a logical step to his iden-

In 1884 Gram established the retail firm of Gerbertifcation with the piano trade.

and Gram and upon Mr. Gerber's retirement in 1890, Mr. Gram became the sole

He continued a leading factor in the retail trade,proprietor of the piano store.

having as beautiful a musical establishment as could be found in the country, and

was chosen Steinway & Sons representative for Wisconsin. The store at Nos. 207 and

209 Grand Avenue was erected by Mr. Gram on a twenty-five year gound lease and on

the expiration of this period in 1912 he purchased the present location and

remodeled the building into what was conceded to be one of the finest to his

patrons in the selection of instruments, his name became known as a retail dearler
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not only throughout Wisconsin but in many other states as well. His piano house

was a marvel of beauty, showing artistic arrangement and the most discriminating

study as to color, design and harmony in the adornment of his rooms. He took

another forward step in his business career by entering the manufacturing field.

It has been said that there are very few men who have been successful as retailers

of pianos who have made a success as manufacturers, but Mr. Gram is an exception to

He entered the business actuated by the same high ideals that charac-the rule.

He surrounded himself with the most expert workmen interized him as a merchant.

piano building, putting at the head of each department a most competent and effi-

cient foreman, each one of whom became a stockholder in the newly organized

He reorganized the manufacturing end of his business under the name offactory.

the Edmund Gram Piano Company and an extensive and well equipped factory at the

Moreover, the salesrooms of thecorner of Fouth and Blybourn streets in this city.

company display the utmost magnificence in arrangement, furnishings and art commer-

cial interests of Milwaukee, where for forty years Mr. Gram figured in connection

His name had been a synonym for progressiveness of measures,with the piano trade.

for the best values in return for inventments and synonymous with the greatest

His work was told in a number of the leading musicalefficiency in manufacture.

journals of the country and the story of what he accomplished is of inspirational

In 1921 Mr. Gram incorporated the retail business for two hundred and fiftyvalue.

thousand dollars and every person in his employ was presented with some stock, the

amount being in proportion to the position and length of their service. Someth!ng

of the growth of his retail business in indicated in the fact that when he took

possession of his five-story building on Grand Avenue he occupied only the basement

and the first floor, leasing the second floor to the Luehning Conservatory of

Music, while the Commercial Club occupied the third, fourth and fifth floors. In

the new quarters he occupied the entire building with recital halls. He was the

state agency for such standard pianos as the Steinway, the A.B Chase, the Everett,
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the Estey and the world famous "Welte Artistic Player."

On the 30th of January, 1890, Mr. Gram was married to Miss Leonora Beyer

Mrs. Gram was a

graduate of Meehan's School of Music of Detroit and possessed marked talent as a

vocalist and instrumental performer, appearing frequently in public. Mr. and Mr.

Gram have become parents of five children: Viola, the wofr of Philip Dorr, of the

Wetmore-Reamer Company of Milwaukee; Agnes, the wife of L.R. Smith, president of

the A.O. Smith Company of Milwaukee; Gertrude, the wife of F.W. Magin, of the

Industrial Controller Company of Milwaukee; and Dorothy and Lois.

In shaping the policies of the national Association of Piano Merchants of

InAmerica, Mr. Gram had for years been a most active and progressive factory.

1916 he organized the Better Business Bureau of the Music Trade, whereby each

dealer contributes a certain sum on each sale to be used to improve the general

condition of the trade, so that it was only logical that he should be chosen its

He was identified with all the leading muscial societies ofpresident in 1918.

Milwaukee and was well known in club circles and other membership connections. He

one of the organizers of the Calumet Club and was a member of the Milliokiwas

Club, the Merchants' and Manufacturers Association, the Milwaukee Athletic Club,

the Greater Milwaukee Associationthe Chamber of Commerce, the Milwaukee Yacht

Club and Rotary Club, of which he was one of the oldest members. From 1890 Mr.

(S.J. Clarke pp. 227-228;Gram resided at various residences on the West Side.

Milwaukee City Directory).

Phillip Gross (1835 - 1918)

Phillip Gross, for many years prominent in the commerical circles of Mil-

a daughter of Charles and Johanna (Barthauer) Beyer, of Detroit.
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waukee as a hardware merchant, was born in Hagersheim, Germany, November 5, 1835,

his parents being Phillip and Elizabeth (Petermann) Gross. He was a youth of about

eighteen years when in 1853 he crossed the Atlantic to the United States and became

a resident of Milwaukee.

Several years after coming to Milwaukee, or when about twenty-seven years

of age, Phillip Gross first became identified with the hardward trade, in which he

At different periods hefigured most conspicuously and honorably for many years.

was in the employ of John Nazro, John Pritzlaff and John F. Leu, Milwaukee hardware

dealers, but ambitious to engage in business on his own account, opened a small

He afterward conducted business at Eleventh andstore on Juneau street in 1868.

Vliet streets and following his purchase of the business and stock of Kiechgefer

Brothers, in 1880, he established his store on Wisconsin Avenue, near Plankinton

When a period of ten years had passed he admitted his son, Arthur E.Street.

Gross, and his son-in-law, Charles E. Mueller, to a partnership in the enterprise,

which was then incorporated under the name of The Phillip Gross Hardware Company

The continued development ofand a removal was made to a site on Wisconsin Avenue.

the trade within the next twenty-five years led to a successive removal to Nos. 216

to 220 Third Street in 1915, at which time the business was reincorporated under

The business establishedthe name of the Phillip Gross Hardware & Supply Company.

by Mr. Gross had steadily developed through all these years and the further expan-

sion of the trade continued under his direction until death called him three years

Aside from his connection with the hardware trade Mr. Gross was wekk known1ater.

by reason of his forcefulness and resourcefulness in business, becoming a member of

the firectorate of the Cream Bity Bedding Company and also of the Wisconsin

Furniture Company.

It was in 1860 that Phillip Gross was united in marriage to Miss Ernes-
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tine Bieck and they became the parents of five children, two of which survived

their father: Arthur E. Gross, who during his father's presidency became the

vice president of the Gross Hardware & Supply Company, and Mrs. Charles E. Mueller,

whose husband was made secretary and teasurer of the company. At the time of the

death of Phillip Gross there were also eight grandchildren, five of whom were con-

nected with the hardware concern.

Mr. Gross was a republican in his political views and a Methodist in

religious faith. He belonged to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, had member-

ship with the Association of Commerce and the Merchants' Association and he also

belonged to the Old Settlers' Club. It was on the 21st of December, 1918, that

Phillip Gross passed away and his demise was the occasion of deep and widespread

He died at his home 3117 Highland Boulevard later razed for Concordiaregret.

(See Education) (S.J. Clarke p. 651).College's expansion.

Alexander Klockner ( )

Mr. Klockner was a native of Hungry and trained at the city park and

botanical garden of Budapest, Hungary. He subsequently worked for the city parks

of Vienna and traveled through the principal cities of Europe studying the various

systems and dimates among the different notions. Klockner next spent two years in

Erfurt, Germany which was recognized as the greatest city of florists in the nine-

teenth century. He then took work with a Viennese landscape architect and was sent

to London, England for approximately three years to work on projects there.

Klockner then came to the United States in 1888 and established his retail florist

business in Milwaukee in 1889. In the spring of 1893, Klockner moved his business

to the extensive greenhouses on the Alexander Mitchell estate at 10th Street and

Wisconsin Avenue where his forcing houses covered an area of 50 x 250 square feet.
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He remained at this location until 1897 and subsequently had a shop on the 200

block of West Wisconsin Avenue. Klockner is last listed in the city directory in

(See Landscaping) (Half-Century's Progress, p. 141).1902.

John Meunier (1834 - 1919)

John Meunier was founder of the John Meunier Gun Company and for many

years was one of Milwaukee's Best known marksmen. He was born in Ramrath, Germany

in 1834 and had become such an expert with the gun by age 13 that he was known as

Meunier's father and grandfather were likewiseking of the sharpshooters there.

known for their marksmanship.

Meunier came to America in 1857 and the following year opened a small

sporting goods store in Milwaukee which grew to be one of the leading establish-

He retired just several years before hisments of its kind in the northwest.

In 1861 Meunier organized the Helvetia Sharpshooters Society which laterdeath.

merged with the Turner Sharpshooting Society/which he also helped to organized.

His boyhood skill remained with him and Meunier won 76 gold metals and numerous

Meuniew's funeral services were held at Gesusilver trophies during his lifetime.

Church and he was survived by six daughters, two brothers and one sister.

5/29/1919) Meunier's towered residence was designed by( Evening Wisconsin

Milwaukee architects Henry J. Van Ryn and Charles L. Lesser and construction in

(MI 91-19).It still stands at 931 North 14th Street.1894.

John Pritzlaff (1820 - 1900)

John Pritzlaff was born on March 6, 1820 in Pommerania, Prussia and came

to the US at age 19 in the company of a group of Lutherans seeking religious
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Under Pastor Grabau's management, the group settled in Buffalo, New Yorkfreedom.

Pritzlaff moved to Milwaukee in 1841 and learned the hardward businessin 1839.

In 1850 Pritzlaff started his own retailfrom the firm of Shepardson and Farrell.

hardward store on Third Street in conjunction with August Suelflohn while Henry J.

Pritzlaff boughtHazo and Company served as a silent partner in the enterprise.

out Suelflohn in 1853 and became sole proprietor in 1866 when Hazo left the busi-

In 1874 Pritzlaff bought lots in the 300 block of North Plankinton Avenueness.

and constructed the firest of a series of buildings which still stand today. He

During his lifetime he employed William Frank-incorporated his business in 1884.

furth and Phillip Gross who went on the found their own business.

A devout men, Pritzlaff was one of the founders of Trinity Lutheran Chrch

and donated the lot at 9th Street and Highland Avenue upon which the church was

He was also a generous person and provided for 18 charities in hisconstructed.

will.

John Pritzlaff married Sophia Bluhme of Milwaukee in 1844 and was sur-

Frederick Pritzlaff, Mrs. H.A. Luedke and Mrs. John C.vived by three children:

Pritzlaff died at his home on 11th Street and left personl propertyKoch.

exceeding $100,000 and real estate exceeding $160,000. The site of the former

(Old Settlers Club Obituariesresidence is now part of Mr. Sinai Medical Complex.

Book 1, p. 40, Vol. 6 p. 203) and Memorial Vol. 1 p. 23).

Victor Schlitz (1849 - 1928)

Victor Schlitz was born in Germany in 1849 and came to Milwaukee as a

The liquor and wine distribution business that Schlitz managed began inyoung man.

At the age of 26 he was arrested for improperly recording the transactions1869.
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of his business, but otherwise appears to have lead a "simple and unostentatious'

Until the construction of the buildinglife, as he described himself in his will.

at 2004 West Highland, Schlitz's residence was either at his place of business on

Schlitz's residence on Highland was designedNorth Third Street, or very close by.

It is currently in use as theby Milwaukee architect Charles A. Bombert in 1890.

(MI 68-32) (See Architecture) (Wisconsin Inventory ofHighland Community School.

Historic Places, 1977).

Fred E. Yahr (1872 - )

Fred E. Yahr is the president of the Yahr & Lange Drug Company, a busi-

His birthness that was established in the year in which Fred E. Yahr was born.

occurred at Princeton, Wisconsin, on the 4th of June, 1872, his parents being

He acquired his early education in theFerdinand T. and Emilie (Schaal) Yahr.

Princeton Lutheran School, an institution for which his father had given the ground

He also attended public school and later be-

came a student in Northwester University at Watertown, where he remained for two

When his textbooks were put aside he became associated with hisand a half years.

father in a hardward business.

In 1890 his father Ferdinand became a stockholder in the Charles Baumbach

It had been originally esta-Company, dealers in wholesale drugs in Milwaukee.

blished on the 1st of July, 1872, by Baumback, Gerhardy & Company as a wholesale

drug house, on the site of the Blatz Hotel, and the store was one of the prominent

With the development of the trade larger quarters had topoints along the river.

be secured and the business was reorganized under the style of Baumbach & Rosenthal

A third re-and was removed across the street, where the Pabst theatre now stands.

organization led to the adoption of the style of the Charles Baumbach Company and

on which the school building stands.



65

larger quarters were secured on Market Square, adjoining the St. Charles Hotel. In

1886 a disastrous fire caused a removal to temporary quarters on Broadway, opposite

the Chamber of Commerce. Soon thereafter, Ferdinand became president of the firm

in 1893 and within a few years another expansion became necessary and the business

was established on Market stret opposite the present site of the city, and it was

at this time that the name of the Yahr & Lange Drug Company was assumed. The busi-

ness operated at this location for twenty years and in 1914, finding it necessary

to obtain still larger quarters, the company bought a building at Nos. 207 to 215

Fred Yahr joined his father in 1900 and purchased an interestEast Water Street.

in the firm.

Mr. Yahr made the collections and also sold paint, oil and glass for the

firm for two years and as a side line he engaged in the sale of cigars. He was

first called to office in connection with the present business when chosen Secre-

tary of the firm of Yahr & Lang and in February, 1919, he was elected to the presi-

dency.

On the 4th of June, 1903, Mr. Yahr was married to Miss Mae R. Biatzek, of

Milwaukee, and they have one son, Earl, who was born May 13, 1907, and attended the

Milwaukee Country Day School, and one daughter, Marion, who was a pupil in the

Mr. Yahr was prominently known in Masonic circles,public schools of this city.

belonging to Lafayette Lodge A.F. & A.M.; Wisconsin Chapter, R.A.M.; Ivanhoe Com-

mandery, K.T. Wisconsin Consistory, A.A.S.R.; Tripoli Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S.; and to

He also had membership in the Old Settlers Club and was a lifethe Eastern Star.

The family residence still stands at 3028member of the Milwaukee Athletic Club.

(MI 105-13) (S.J. Clarke pp. 443-444).West McKinley Boulevard.
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Robert J. Faries ( - 1878)

The first dentist to set up a resident practice in Milwaukee was Dr.

Faries prac-Robert J. Faries, a native of Youngstown, Ohio who arrive in 1844.

ticed alone for a year then was joined by Dr. George Barber Miner who had degrees

Faries' first residence was a frame house built inin both medicine and dentistry.

the mid-1840's near today's East Wisconsin Avenue and Cass Street. Preferring open

country, Faries and his wife purchased property at what is now 3011 West State

(MI 124-8) Within a few years the surrounding blocks were annexed to theStreet.

Dr. Faries sold hiscity and the Farieses moved further west to Wauwatosa in 1856.

part of the Faries-Miner partnership in 1857 and set up practice in his new

Italianate residence.

A man of many talents, Faries was known for his skill in prosthetic work,

An articulated set of dentures carved by him won an awardengraving and astronomy.

His woodcuts and engravings served as adver-at a Paris International Exposition.

Faries is believed to have built thetisements in the early city directories.

first telescope made in Wisconsin, grinding the lenses by hand and constructing the

He used the towers on his homes in Milwaukee and Wauwatosa as observa-cylinders.

tories (Kuhm pp. 2-9).

The Farieses Milwaukee residence was sold to Philetus Yale in 1856 and

(See Religion) The churchwas purchased by the Fundamental Bible Church in 1950.

in turn sold the major part of the Yale estate to nearby Concordia College and the

residence was converted into the admissions office for the school. Since Concor-

(See Education)dia's relocation to Mequon, the building has stood vacant.
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Louis Frederick Frank, M.D. (1857 - 1918)

Louis Frederick Frank, son of Friedrich August Frank and Anna Veronika

(Kerler) was born in Milwaukee, April 15, 1857. His father, Friedrich August

Frank, son of the Lutheran pastor, Johann Heinrich Frank of Dietl ingen in Baden,

Germany, came to the United States in 1850 and together with other relatives

settled on a farm on the Tittibawassee river near Saginaw, Michigan. A merchant by

training and experience and having been driven from Germany by the intolerable

attitude of the Prussian government which led many to seek domiciles in other

countries as the result of the cal lapse of the revolutionary agitation of 1848, he

soon cast about for a suitable position, choosing Milwaukee for his future home.

Upon the dissolution of the dry goods firm of Goll & Stern in 1852, he became

associated with Julius Goll, entering as junior partner into the firm henceforth to

be known as Goll & Frank, incorporated in 1855, which then enjoyed a steady and

prosperous growth.

Louis Frederick Frank received his early training at the parochial school

of the present Grace Lutheran church, knownn at that time as Muehlaeuser's after

high school formerly connected the present Trinity church, and later pursued his

studies at Markham's academy, where he was graduated in 1875.

Having decided upon the study of medicine as his future profession, he

spent two years at the University of Michigan, completing the required course at

the College of Medicine of the University of the City of New York, where he

In order to prepare himself more fully forreceived his degree of M.D. in 1878.

his future calling, he determined to devote another year of study at the University

of Wuerzburg, Germany, where he obtained his degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1879.

the Rev. Johannes Muehlhaeuser, previously pastor. He next attended the Lutheran
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Dr. Frank began the practice of medicine in Milwaukee in 1880 by becoming for a

time assistant to Dr. Nicholas Senn, who was later made surgeon-general of the

Illinois National Guard during the Spanish-American war.

In 1882, Dr. Frank married Emily Inbusch, daughter of the late John D.

Inbusch, by which marriage there were three children, Edwin, who married Marie

He suffered the loss of his wife in 1890 andMeinecke, Elsa J. and Emily J. Frank.

later decided to leave for Europe in order to prepare himself for the specialty of

dermatology, studying under Unna in Hamburg, Kaposi in Vienna and Fournier in

After a year's absence he returned and began to follow the chosen specialtyParis.

with greatest interest, introducing to Milwaukee the use of the X-ray and the

Finsen ultra violet ray lamp for the treatment of malignant skin diseases.

In May, 1888, members of the Bartlett Clinial Club, principally at the

instigation of Drs. Horace M. Brown A.B. Farnham and Samuel W. French organized the

present Emergency Hospital, of which Dr. Frank was elected president.

In 1892 Dr. Frank's second marriage to Ella E, Schandein, daughter of the

There were two children; Armin C., and Louis F.,late Emil Schandein, took place.

Dr. Frank was one of the character members of the Clinical Club, later

changed to Bartlett Clinical Club, thereafter to the Milwaukee Medical Society, now

Of this organization he was presidentknown as the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine.

in 1894, when the American Medical Association convened in Milwaukee. He was a

member of the Milwaukee County Medical Society, the Wisconsin Medical Society and

the American Medical Society, also a member of thw "Berein Deutscher Aerzte," the

object of which was the promotion of professional interest and to which only

physicians with German diploma (Austria, Russia and Switzerland included) were
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eligible. In the founding of the Wisconsin College of Physicians and Surgeons,

Dr. Frank was likewise actively interested and belonged to the initial teaching

In 1900 he was one of the delegates to the Pan-Americanstaff of that institution.

Medical Congress in Havana.

As a diversion from the more serious character of his work, Dr. Frank

always took great interest in the development of the musical life and progress of

the city and being himself an able performer on various instruments, including the

pipe-organ, for which he had a particular fondness, he frequently arranged musical

evenings in his home with professional and able amateur musicians, and these

evenings spent in performing the works of the masters were a source of constant

delight and recreation to him.

He was also actively interested in various muscial organizations of the

city, having been one of the organizers of the A Capel la Choir and for several

years president of the Milwaukee Musical Society, during which time the society-in

1900-celebrated its semi-centennial by a series of splendid concerts, for which

One of these evenings was made particularlyfamous artist had been engaged.

memorable by the presence and speech of Carl Schurz, which proved to be his last

visit to Wisconsin, the scene of his earliest activities in America. Dr. Frank was

also one of the founders of the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music, which institution

has developed into one of the leading music schools in the middle west and of which

he was president at the time of his death.

After a prolonged trip to Europe with his family in 1907-08, he gradually

limited his practice in order to devote more time to various literary pursuits.

Early Wisconsin history greatly interested him and having come perchance into

possession of a number of family letters describing the pioneer days of his
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forefathers, he published these in a pretentious volume entitle "Pionier-Jahre der

Fami lien Frank-Kerler." The successful completion of this work led him to under-

take the writing of the "History of the Medical Profession of Milwaukee,' his last

Dr. Frank died after a lingering illness on May 12, 1918. The lavish,

chateauesque residence of Dr. Frank stood at 2300 West Wisconsin Avenue, the site

today of the Ambassador Hotel (1927) (MI 100-26) (S.J. Clark, pp. 37-38).

Willia® Pitt Lynde (1817-1885)

William Pitt Lynde was born at Sherburn, Chenango county, N.Y., in 1817,

He was a graduate of Yale, class of 1838, andinto an old and influential family.

upon his arrival in Milwaukee in 1841, at once became prominent as a lawyer and a

Lynde formed a law partnership with Asahel Finch Jr. whichrising politician.

later became known as Finch, Lynde and Miller. In its day, the firm tried over ten

thousand cases throughout the state.

Lynde was a "dyed in the wool," democrat and although a strong partisan.

He was much in office; washad a fair respect for the opinions of his opponents.

Delegate to Congress in 1841 from this district; was Attorney General of Wisconsin

in 1844; United States Attorney in 1845; Mayor in 1860; represented this district

in the thirtieth, forty-fourth and forth-fifth Congress.

Mr. Lynde was quite wealthy and had an elegant estate, Lynden, at the

then suburban location of 23rd and Kilbourn Streets consisting of some thirty acres

After Lynde died in 1885, hiswhich were later developed into residential lots.

family left Lynden and it was sold in 1891 to Milwaukee Archbishop Feerick Katzer

work of this kind and for which he received many encouraging comments.
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for use as the archiepi scopal residence. Lynde later was converted into a hos-

(See Health and Social Services - Misericordia Hospital) Lynde's daughterpi tai .

Clara married Henry C. Bradley and their children Lynde and Harry Lynde founded the

(Zimmerman; Buck 1840-46 , pp. 96-97).Allen-Bradley Company.

Peter J. Somers (1850 -)

Peter J. Somers lawyer, ex-mayor of Milwaukee, and ex-congressman from

the Fourth district of Wisconsin, was born in Memomonee, Waukesha county,

His parents were both born in Ireland, butWisconsin, on the 12th of April, 1850.

Landing in New York City, they tarried there for acame to this country in 1837.

brief time, and then came on to Wisconsin, and settled at Menomonee, Waukesha

county, where they continued to reside for the remainder of their lives. Young

Somers spent his boyhood alternately working on the farm and attending the district

Somers made the most of his educational opportunities, and when he leftschool.

But he was not satisfiedthe public school , he had a fair practical education.

with this; he attended the Whitewater Normal School for three years, and also an

Somers, in 1872, began the study of law in the office of E.G.academy in Waukesha.

Ryan in Milwaukee.

At the end of the usual course of reading, he was admitted to the bar,

and engaged in the practice of his profession so very soon assumed a very prominent

position at the bar for a man of his age, and in 1882 was elected city attorney of

In the spring of 1890 he was electedMilwaukee, and held the office for two years.

to the common council from his ward, by a very large majority, though the ward had

Although he had not before held position in abeen represented by a Republican.

legislative body, he was unanimously elected president of the council. In the fall

of the same year Geo. W. Peck, then mayor of the city, was elected governor, and to
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the vacancy thus created in the office of mayor. Mr. Somers was unanimously nomi-

nated by the Democratic convention, and elected by one of the largest majorities

ever given to a candidate for that office. Mr. Somers, with great unanimity,

received a renomination for the mayoralty in 1892, and was re-elected by another

large majority. Before the expiration of his full term, however, he ws nominated

and elected to congress from the Fourth district, to fill the term for which John

L. Mitchell had been elected the fall before, but upon which he never entered, on

As the end of his termaccount of his having been elected United States senator.

approached, Mr. Somers announced that he would not be a candidate for re-election,

Hisand when his term expired, March 4th, 1895, he retired to private life.

success in business, particularly that of real estate, in which he acquired a hand-

some property, doubtless rendered political life, with its uncertainties and

excitement less desirable than it otherwise would have been.

Mr. Somers was married, in 1873, to Miss Catharine F. Murphy, a native of

To Mr. and Mrs. Somers have been born eight children, five boys andMilwaukee.

Their residence in the 1890's was located at 1033 North 35th Streetthree girls.

pp. 71-72).(MI 118-22) ( Men of Progressand stands today.
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The intensive survey includes four phases: field survey; preparation of

survey maps; historical research; preparation of an intensive survey report and the

drafting of a Multiple Resource National Register Nomination. A set of state

inventory cards and a set of standard survey forms, which include historical and

architectural information and identifying photographs are prepared for every

Historicalbuilding in the survey area with the exception of residential garages.

information is obtained through the use of historic maps, published and unpublished

histories, guidebooks, manuscripts, newspapers and periodicals, deed research,

census materials, building permits, as well as from knowledgeable local residents.

Essential data is transferred from the survey forms to areawide survey

The Intensive Survey Report is based on the field survey and on addi-

Its core is a comprehensive history which focuses ontional historical research.

the development of the survey area from the time of aboriginal habitation to the

buildings, social, commercial and institutional history.

narrative is followed by an analysis of current and future development problems and

opportunities and a series of preservation planning recommendations.

Finally, a Multiple Resource National Register Nomination is prepared for

all of the historic districts and individual buildings identified as eligible by

The completed nomination with accompanying slides and maps are thenthe survey.

scheduled for review by the State Review Board.

maps which indicate the street address and photocode for every surveyed building.

Detailed maps are prepared for National Register Historic Districts.

present, as revealed in the area's topography and natural setting as well as its

The thematic historical

III. SURVEY METHODOLOGY
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to provide aThe objectives of the intensive survey are threefold:

comprehensive planning tool for the preservation of the West Side's cultural

resources; to serve as an academic and educational resource useful in the study of

state and local history; and to make residents aware and proud of the historic and

Only informed and responsible local effortvisual environment in which they live.

used and preserved.

can ensure that the historic cultural resources of the survey area will be widely
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SURVEY RESULTSIV.

Historic Districts

During the course of the project over 2100 properties were surveyed within the

Five potential districts were identified as well as twenty-six indi-study area.

Descriptions and maps of the districts, all of which are resi-vidual properties.

dential, follow.

McKinley Boulevard Historic District

This residential district includes seven blocks of West McKinley Boulevard between

It is a residential boulevard with aNorth 27th Street and North 34th Street.

landscaped median lined with substantial, brick-and-frame, two-and-a-half-story,

The district is primarily of architectural significance.Late Victorian houses.

There are few instrusions in the district and most of the 103 houses retain their

original exterior features.

Highland Boulevard Historic District

This residential district includes portions of both sides of Highland Boulevard

It is a boulevard with a land-between North 29th Street and North 33rd Street.

scaped median lined with fourteen, substantial, turn-of-the-century, upperclass

The district is architec-There are two non-contributing structures.residences.

turally significant for its elaborate mansion-scale houses and is historically

significant as the one-time residence of many prominent Milwaukeeans.

Concordia Historic District

The Concordia Historic District is located within the area bounded by West State

Within itsStreet, North 27th Street, West Wells Street, and North 35th Street.

irregular boundaries, are approximately 157 late Victorian and early twentieth
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century, middleclass, single-family and duplex houses, as well as a few apartment

buildings. At the heart of the district is the former campus of Concordia College,

a complex of four early twentieth century, brick Tudor and Classical Revival

influenced institutional buildings. The district contains an exceptional concen-

tration of turn-of-the-century domestic architecture. It is historically important

for its associations with a number of important Milwaukee merchants, professionals

and civic leaders.

Kilbourn Avenue - Wells Street Historic District

The Kilbourn Avenue-Wells Street Historic District includes two blockscapes of Vic-

torian houses on North 18th and North 19th Streets between West Wells and West

State Streets facing the old State Normal School complex. This intact vestige of a

once much larger Victorian middleclass residential area contains forty-eight houses

and apartment buildings illustrating a wide range of Victorian domestic architec-

tural styles. The focal point of the district is the old State Normal School

Building, a fine, brick, Victorian-style, school building with handsome twentieth

century additions. The district is architecturally significant for its fine Vic-

torian houses and the exceptional State Normal School Building. It is historically

important for its associations with the important educational institutions that

have occupied the State Normal School site.

Kilbourn Avenue/Fourteenth Street Historic District

This district includes seventeen buildings facing West Kilbourn Avenue and North

Fourteenth Street. Most of the buildings in this district are multi-unit residen-

tial structures that illustrate the wide range of building types constructed as the

demand for housing near the central business district required more intensive land

The district contains fine duplexes, doublehouses, rowhouses and apartmentuse.

houses as well as a few large single-family residences surviving from the days when
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The significance of the district isthis was an upper-income residential area.

primarily derived from its fine collection of turn-of-the-century multi-unit

residential structures.

Individual Sites

The following twenty-six buildings have been identified as potentially eligible for

These sites are not locatedinclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

The buildings are architecturally signifi-within any of the proposed districts.

cant and/or historically important because of their association with important his-

toric events or figures.

900 West Wisconsin AvenueAlexander Mitchell House

1115 North 35th StreetMichael Carpenter House

2720 West Highland BoulevardSecond Church of Christ Scientist

2024 West Highland BoulevardGerman-Methodist Church

2004 West Highland BoulevardVictor Schlitz House

1617 West State StreetSt. George's Mel kite Catholic Church

3700 West Wisconsin AvenueHarley-Davidson Company

2126 West Juneau AvenueCharles Abresch House

1340 West Juneau AvenuePabst Brewing Company Saloon

935 West Wisconsin AvenueCalvary Presbyterian Church

1201 West Wisconsin AvenueJohnston Hall - Marquette University

1145 West Wisconsin AvenueGesu Roman Catholic Church

2051 West Wisconsin AvenueSovereign Apartments

2133 West Wisconsin AvenueGrand Avenue Congregational Church

2401 West Wisconsin AvenueEagles Club

2430 West Wisconsin Avenue

3000 West Wisconsin AvenueTripoli Shrine

Milwaukee County Dispensary and 
Emergency Hospital
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Edward Dal inden House 3316 West Wisconsin Avenue

Henry Harnischfeger House 3424 West Wisconsin Avenue

George Schuster House 3209 West Wisconsin Avenue

Harry B. Waiker House 3130 West Wei 1s Avenue

A.H. Esbanshade House 3119 West Wells Street

Fred W. Siyers House 761 North 25th Street

827 North 11th Street

David W. Howie House 3026 West Wells Street

Kilbourn Lodge #3 of Free and 
Accepted Masons
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3316 West Wisconsin AvenueEdward Dal inden House

3424 West Wisconsin AvenueHenry Harm'schfeger House

3209 West Wisconsin AvenueGeorge Schuster House

3130 West Wells AvenueHarry B. Waiker House

3119 West Wells StreetA.H. Esbanshade House

761 North 25th StreetFred W. Siyers House

827 North 11th Street

3026 West Wells StreetDavid W. Howie House

Buildings Listed in the National Register of Historic Places

Joseph W. Kalvelage House

Robert Machek House

Frederick Pabst House

St. James Episcopal Church

Victor Schlitz House

The following buildings within the study area are already listed in the National 
Regi ster:

Ki 1 bourn Lodge #3 of Free and 
Accepted Masons

1305 North 19th Street 
(10/28/77)

2432 West Ki 1 bourn Avenue 
(5/23/78)

2000 West Wisconsin Avenue 
4/21/75)

The following structure was determined to be eligible for listing in the National 
Register:

833 West Wisconsin Avenue 
(6/27/79)

2004 West Highland Boulevard 
(8/31/77)
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IMPACT AND ANTICIPATED FUTURE USES OF SURVEYV.

The West Side is an area in transition. The neighborhood has been under-

going a change in character and land uses since World War I. It has been trans-

formed from a middle-to-upper-income, owner-occupied, residential area to a lower

Some of the institutions that haveincome neighborhood of transients and tenants.

always been in the neighborhood have grown tremendously in the past thirty years

and have gobbled-up much of their surrounding residential areas for expansion and

Other institutions have left the area leaving behind vacant boarded-upparking.

The cumulative effect of all the forces that havebuildings and weed-choked lots.

been at work on the West Side since the 1920's has been a loss of neighborhood

stability due to absentee landlordism, institutional expansion, a graying of the

population, an influx of lower-income residents with little commitment to the area,

commerical disinvestment and spot demolition.

In recent years forces have emerged to combat the neighborhood's decline.

The formation of several neighborhood-based organizations to creatively counter the

forces of disinvestment have renewed hope in the neighborhood's future. The city,

for its part, is dedicated to seeing the West Side revitalized. This survey

project is a reflection of that commitment.

It is, in fact, the intent of this project to produce tools to encourage

It is our hope that the survey publication willthe neighborhood's revitalization.

renewed awareness and pride by neighborhood residents in the Westencourage a

Side's past, for no effort at restoring the vitality of the area can meet with much

much success without enthusiastic neighborhood support and the re-kindling of a

desire on the part of the residents to stay in the neighborhood and create a
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With this in mind, we intend to distribute thedesirable living environment.

survey publication to neighborhood residents, historical societies, public schools,

libraries, community organizations and other appropriate sources to get the word

out on the West Side's desirable qualities and fine architecture.

The inventory data will be used by the City in carrying out its neighbor-

hood conservation programs. It will become an integral part of the implementation

of the city's low-interest loan housing rehabilitation programs, urban renewal

efforts, commercial revitalization and urban homesteading programs.

The National Register nomination component of the project is intended to

further encourage neighborhood pride, focus planning efforts on the most preserva-

tion-worthy of the West Side's historic resources and make the financial incentives

of National Register listing available to property owners.
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RECOMMENDATIONSVI.

The revitalization of an area like the West Side does not lend itself to

Clearly, the problems of the neighborhood are noteasy answers or stock solutions.

limited to physical deterioration, they also include demoralization, disinvestment,

Fortunately,social problems, poverty and institutional development pressures.

there are al ready organizations working in the area to correct these problems. In

spite of the considerable progress that has been made in enhancing owner occupancy,

tutional growth plans and promoting reinvestment by the financial community, there

The following general recommenda-are still important steps that need to be taken.

tions apply to the entire area.

Establish a strong community council, widely representative of the1.

West Side's population, to guide the revitalization of the neighbor-

hood and to coordinate the activities to the existing community

organizations.

Encourage further interest in, and familiarity with, the history and2.

architectural heritage of the West Side by:

a) Developing and publishing a self-guided walking and driving tour

of the area.

b) Conducting architectural tours of homes and buildings to

emphasize the different living qualities and housing opportuni-

ties available on the West Side; to acquaint residents with

making funds available for home repair, educating the population, encouraging 

commercial revitalization, coordinating neighborhood conservation goals with insti-
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examples of well-maintained, period interiors and exteriors as

well as exemplary modernizations; and to acquaint potential new

residents from outside the area with the fine architecture and

neighborhood qualities the West Side has to offer.

c) Using the mass media to encourage interest in neighborhood

history and preservation activities.

Encourage civic improvements and a cooperative attitude on the part3.

of all governmental agencies that is sympathetic to, and supportive

of the goals of historic preservation on the West Side.

Develop a technique to encourage new construction, particularly city-4.

sponsored projects, that is architecturally sympathetic to the area.

Encourage city planning efforts to coincide with preservation5.

efforts, particularly with respect to the publicly-owned vacant land

Develop a master plan for the area that willand public buildings.

accommodate institutional expansion, new development and historic

preservation.

Encourage the proper restoration and preservation of the buildings of6.

the West Side by:

a) Preparing and publicizing an exterior home-improvement manual

that illustrates some basic guidelines and considerations for re-

habilitating old houses without destroying their architectural

character.
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re-use of old pri-

vately owned buildings.

c) Implementing city-sponsored housing and commercial rehabilitation

programs in a manner sympathetic to the historic character of the

buildings.

Provide for the protection of the architectural heritage of the West7.

Side by encouraging the nomination of suitable districts and

buildings to the Milwaukee Historic Preservation Commission as local

historic sites in accordance with the provisions of Section 2-335 of

the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances.

Relocate endangered buildings of suitable architectural character8.

to vacant sites within the West Side where they will complement the

existing neighborhood fabric and fill-in gaps in the streetscapes.

Encourage institutional growth to be sympathetic to neighborhood con-9.

Promote a good working relationship betweenservation objectives.

the hospitals and colleges in the area and neighborhood organiza-

Encourage institutional investment in the rehabilitation oftions.

the neighborhood's housing stock.

b) Encouraging the rehabilitation and adaptive
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WEST SIDE MILWAUKEE INTENSIVE SURVEY

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

AGREEMENT

between

THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN

by and through

THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

and

THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE

The State Historical Society and the subgrantee agree as follows:

1.

2.

THIS AGREEMENT between the Historic Preservation Division, State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin, by and through the State Historic Preservation 
Officer, and The City of Milwaukee hereinafter called the subgrantee, 
relates to a survey and planning project to be undertaken by the subgrantee, 
assisted by the State Historical Society with a matching grant-in-aid to 
support the National Register of Historic Places Program in Wisconsin 
established under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended, and administered through the National Park Service, U.S. Department 
of the Interior.

Period of Performance
All work carried out as part of this grant-assisted project shall be 
conducted between October 24, 1983 and July 15, 1984. Any changes 
or extensions in the period of performance for this project must be 
approved in writing by the Grants Coordinator of the Historic Preservation 
Division at least 30 days in advance of the existing ending date and 
in accordance with the requirements detailed in the project manual 
which is hereby incorporated into and made part of this memorandum 
of agreement as Attachment D.

Work Program
The subgrantee shall carry out project work as specified in the 
"Work Program" for this project, which is hereby incorporated into 
and made part of this memorandum of agreement as Attachment A. The 
subgrantee shall also carry out project work in accordance with the 
project "Budget" which is hereby incorporated into and made part of 
this memorandum of agreement as Attachment B. Any alterations or 
increases in the project budget must be approved in writing at least 
30 days in advance of the proposed effective date by the Grants 
Coordinator of the Historic Preservation Division.
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3.

the Historic

a.

b.

4.

a.
b.
c.

meet federal requirements for the program;
be necessary and reasonable to the completion of project work;
have been incurred for project work during the period of the grant.

that conform to 
are determined by the Historic

on a matching basis,

Up to $15,750 or 75% of the federal share in reimbursement
to be paid within 60 days of receipt, by the Historic Preservation 
Division, of two copies of an acceptable reimbursement request and 
auditable records as specified in the project manual (Attachment D). 
All reimburs.ements will be requested on "Reimbursement Request" forms 
supplied by the Historic Preservation Division. The subgrantee 
may elect to phase reimbursement requests on a periodic basis, but 
no more frequently than once a month. If phased reimbursements are 
requested, the subgrantee may request no more than 50% of total 
eligible project expenses for that period.

The Historic Preservation Division will reimburse $5250 
or 25% of the federal share to the subgrantee within 
60 days of the completion date of the project if all 
completion materials and auditable records are approved 
and if two copies of an acceptable final reimbursement 
request and expense summary for the project are 
received. The final reimbursement request shall be submitted no 
later than 30 days after the completion date for project work.

The subgrantee agrees to maintain all financial and administrative 
documents and records pertaining to the full life-cycle of the grant, 
for a period of not less than five years after completion of the 
project. The Legislative Audit Bureau, the State Historic Preservation 
Officer, the National Park Service, the Department of the Interior, 
the Comptroller of the United States, and any of their duly authorized 
representatives shall have access to grant records for audit purposes.

Allowable Costs
Allowable costs are those costs documented to the satisfaction of the 
Historic Preservation Division, State Historical Society, 
the approved project budget and that 
Preservation Division to:

Compensat ion
Compensation to the subgrantee shall be on a matching basis, limited 
to a maximum of 50% of the allowable costs incurred by the subgrantee 
in carrying out project work during the period of the project, or the 
federal share of the project costs indicated below, whichever is less. 
Subject to receipt of funds from the National Park Service, 
and to successful completion of all project work activities, 
Preservation Division, State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
agrees to pay the subgrantee $21,000 or 50% of eligible project costs, 
whichever is less, on the following schedule:
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5.

6. Contracts.

7.

8.

or

9.

________  The subgrantee shall submit any contracts being considered for 
the performance of work activities under this project to the Historic Pres-
ervation Division for approval prior to execution.

The subgrantee shall submit the final reimbursement request and any 
materials or reports that required revision after Historic Preservation 
Division review, no later than August 15, 1984. The final expense summary 
shall be detailed by each budget category and indicate which items were 
charged to each source of funding (federal and non-federal).

Interim Report
The subgrantee and/or the professional supervisor will be required to 
submit an interim report by March 1, 1984 on the form provided by 
the Grants Coordinator of the Historic Preservation Division.
The subgrantee shall contact the Grants Coordinator immediately 
if any situation should arise which will effect the timely or 
successful completion of this project and/or the final report 
materials.

Personnel Selection. Project personnel shall have qualifications appropri-
ate ato the major work elements of the project, and may include subgrantee 
staff members, private consultants, or university students and non-paid 
volunteers, if under the supervision of a qualified principal investigator. 
The principal investigators for this project must include professionals 
with qualifications in the areas of architectural history and history, 
preferably with historic preservation experience.

Project Completion Materials
The subgrantee agrees to submit final completion materials and a summary 
narrative completion report by July 15, 1984, in a format specified by the 
Historic Preservation Division. If a survey report is prepared as part 
of the project and includes the information required in the completion 
report, the Historic Preservation Division will delete the requirement 
for a separate project completion report.

Professional Supervision
The subgrantee agrees to provide and maintain a principal investigator 
whose professional qualifications have received prior approval of 
the Historic Preservation Division, to ensure that the work conforms 
to the approved work program, and to provide the necessary standard 
of professional conduct required for this project under the federal 
program regulations. The staff of the Historic Preservation Division 
will maintain regular contact with the principal investigator of this 
project and will provide necessary and reasonable amounts of training, 
advice or technical assistance as required for the successful completion 
of project work.
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The

THIS AGREEMENT may be terminated short of conclusion upon thirty days 
written notice from either the State Historic Preservation Officer or 
the subgrantee. Should this agreement be terminated by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer, except for reasons of non-compliance by the 
subgrantee, the Historic Preservation Division will reimburse the sub-
grantee for up to a maximum of 50Z of the eligible costs incurred up to 
the termination date. Should this agreement be terminated by the sub-
grantee, the Historic Preservation Division, State Historical Society, 
at the discretion of the State Historic Preservation Officer, may reim-
burse the subgrantee for a maximum of 50Z of the eligible costs incurred 
to the termination date or may require the subgrantee to return any of 
all federal funds transferred to the subgrantee by the termination date, 
depending upon the circumstances of the termination.

11. General Provisions
The subgrantee agrees to comply with all federal and state laws and 
regulations concerning equal opportunity, affirmative action and fair 
employment practices. The subgrantee further agrees to comply with all 
applicable regulations, laws, policies, guidelines, and requirements of 
this federal grant program. The subgrantee shall indemnify and hold 
harmless the State Historic Preservation Officer, the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin, and all of its officers, agents, and employees 
from all suits, actions or claims of any character brought for or on 
account of any injuries or damages received by any persons or property 
resulting from the operations of the subgrantee in executing work under 
this agreement.

10. Acknowledgement of Federal Assistance
Federal grant assistance shall be acknowledged in any public announce-
ments, news releases, articles, publications, and any pertinent 
presentations that the subgrantee participates in or initiates, 
acknowledgement format is detailed in the project work program 
(Attachment A) and shall substantially state that the project has been 
funded with the assistance of a matching grant-in-aid from the National 
Park Service, of the U. S. Department of the Interior, through the 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin, under provisions of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966.
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By,
Date

/

Date

Jeff Dean
State Historic Preservation Officer

'City of Milw^uKee

THIS AGREEMENT becomes effective upon signature of the parties below and 
upon receipt by the subgrantee of a purchase order from the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin on behalf of the State Historic Preservation Officer 
for the contract sum.
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The

11. General Provisions
The subgrantee agrees to comply with all federal and state laws and 
regulations concerning equal opportunity, affirmative action and fair 
employment practices. The subgrantee further agrees to comply with all 
applicable regulations, laws, policies, guidelines, and requirements of 
this federal grant program. The subgrantee shall indemnify and hold 
harmless the State Historic Preservation Officer, the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin, and all of its officers, agents, and employees 
from all suits, actions or claims of any character brought for or on 
account of any injuries or damages received by any persons or property 
resulting from the operations of the subgrantee in executing work under 
this agreement.

10. Acknowledgement of Federal Assistance
Federal grant assistance shall be acknowledged in any public announce-
ments, news releases, articles, publications, and any pertinent 
presentations that the subgrantee participates in or initiates, 
acknowledgement format is detailed in the project work program 
(Attachment A) and shall substantially state that the project has been 
funded with the assistance of a matching grant-in-aid from the National 
Park Service, of the U. S. Department of the Interior, through the 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin, under provisions of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

THIS AGREEMENT may be terminated short of conclusion upon thirty days 
written notice from either the State Historic Preservation Officer or 
the subgrantee. Should this agreement be terminated by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer, except for reasons of non-compliance by the 
subgrantee, the Historic Preservation Division will reimburse the sub-
grantee for up to a maximum of 50% of the eligible costs incurred up to 
the termination date. Should this agreement be terminated by the sub-
grantee, the Historic Preservation Division, State Historical Society, 
at the discretion of the State Historic Preservation Officer, may reim-
burse the subgrantee for a maximum of 50% of the eligible costs incurred 
to the termination date or may require the subgrantee to return any of 
all federal funds transferred to the subgrantee by the termination date, 
depending upon the circumstances of the termination.
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By 

7

Jeff Dean
State Historic Preservation Officer

I
i

Dart

/Date

I
THIS AGREEMENT becomes effective upon signature of the parties below and 
upon receipt by the subgrantee of a purchase order fr&tn the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin on behalf of the State Historic preservation Officer 
for the contract sum. j

I
I

'City of Mil/ruk’ee



1.

a.

1)

b.

1)

2)

3)

Historic Preservation Division inventory cards, completed and typed 
for properties not covered in the previous reconnaissance survey, 
including all previously unsurveyed properties located within 
identified historic districts.

Negatives will b.e coded by the subgrantee in the manner specified 
by the Historic Preservation Division and shall be organized by 
the film roll in 9-1/2" x 12" plastic negative preservers.

New photographs shall be taken of properties currently existing 
in the state inventory if the property has changed since the 
photo was taken in the previous survey. The new photographs 
shall be dry-mounted by the subgrantee onto continuation cards.

The Historic Preservation Division, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, and 
the City of Milwaukee agree that the following work activities will be completed 
and project conditions will be met in order to conduct an intensive survey project 
in the West Side Project area assisted with an historic preservation matching 
grant-in-aid. The West Side Project Area is defined on the attached map.

Two 3-1/2" x 5" black and white prints of each photograph, two copiesJ 
of all contact sheets, and negatives for all properties that were not 
photographed in the previous reconnaissance survey or that need new 
photographes (also see 2.b.3 and 4).

West^Side Milwaukee Intensive Survey 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Attachment A: Work Program

All inventory cards must include the statement, "See intensive 
survey form" and, if located in a historic district, the name 
of the district.

Reconnaissance Survey. Update and supplement the existing reconnaissance 
survey of the West Side. Inventory cards for the existing reconnaissance 
survey are on file at the Historic Preservation Division. The principal 
investigator should visit the Historic Preservation Division early in the 
project to photocopy existing survey materials and to become familiar with 
the Division staff, resources, and the state inventory. Final products of 
this phase of the survey, listed below, are to be submitted to the Division 
by 1 February 1984.

Photographs must be taken with a 35mm camera, using a perspective 
control lens. The 3-1/2" x 5" prints and contact sheets of the 
film rolls shall be printed on NON-resin coated paper and the 
prints shall be dry-mounted by the subgrantee onto the inventory 
cards.
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Attachment A:

c.

1)

2)

d.

2.

a.

s’

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

early aettlement/hiatorical overview/phyaical development 
Agriculture 
Architecture 
Commerce 
Educat ion
Ethnic Groupa 
Fine Arta 
Immigration and Settlement 
Induatry

West Side Milwaukee Intensive Survey 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

Work Program (continued)

Additional photo codes and district information shall be 
indicated.

such as "corner of State and Elm, 
as in "609 State Street."

All inventory cards shall be checked for the current address. 
General addresses, such as "corner of State and Elm," shall 
be made precise,

Intensive Survey. This phase of the survey contains four basic work 
elements: research, preparation of "intensive survey forms," preparation 
of "district survey forms," and the evaluation of properties and districts 
for potential eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places. 
Each work element is discussed below.

Mylar survey map and one black or blue line print, approved and 
coded as specified by the Historic Preservation Division, shall 
be provided by the subgrantee. Maps shall indicate any new properties 
surveyed, as well as previously surveyed properties.

Photocopies of the previously existing state inventory cards shall 
be provided to the Historic Preservation Division with notes indica-
ting any new information. , Revisions should be made directly on the 
photocopied inventory cards.

Research. Complete research on major themes relating to the history 
of the West Side, with the intention of providing a general historical 
background and locating associated sites and structures. The Historic 
Preservation Division will provide guidance for dividing the themes 
into sub-topics or "study units." Footnoted summaries of the 
research and an annotated bibliography of sources consulted should 
be prepared for each of the themes. The summaries should also cite 
specific properties and districts (identified by historic name, current 
address, and survey map code) associated with the theme. The summaries 
and bibliographies will be included in the intensive survey report 
(see Attachment C). Research notes, organized by theme, site, or 
district, should also be submitted to the Historic Preservation Division 
at the end of the project. Themes to be researched include, but are 
not limited to, the following:
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b.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)

Planning and Landscape Architecture 
Recreation and Entertainment 
Religion 
Social and Political Movements 
Transportation
Notable People

Intensive survey fotfms for properties identified at the 
reconnaissance level but for which no significance has been 
found (including contributing and non-contributing properties 
within historic districts), with basic locational information 
and a brief descriptive statement.

The Historic Preservation Division shall review sample draft 
intensive survey forms by 1 February 1984. All completed 
intensive survey forms are due by 1 June 1984.

A contact print of each view of the property shall be dry-
mounted onto the intensive survey forms prepared for the 
Historic Preservation Division. Negatives from previous 
surveys will be provided by the Historic Preservation Division, 
if available, so that an additional contact sheet can be 
printed for use on the intensive survey forms. The Division 
will receive original forms, typed on card stock.

One clear photocopy or a second, typed original of each 
completed intensive survey form with a 3 1/2" x 5" print attached 
for the subgrantee.

Intensive survey forms for all properties determined to be 
of architectural or historical .significance (including pivotal 
properties within historic districts), fully completed and typed 
and containing substantially the same information required on a 
National Register nomination form.

West Side Milwaukee Intensive Survey 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Attachment A; Work Program (continued)

Preparation of intensive survey forms. Intensive survey forms will be 
prepared for all properties identified in the previous and current 
surveys. Products of this aspect of the intensive survey are:
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c.

1) Fully completed and typed district survey forms.

2)

3)

d.

3.

4.

West Side Milwaukee Intensive Survey 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Attachment A: Work Program (continued)

National Register Nomination. Nominations for all districts and individually 
eligible properties will be prepared at the conclusion of the survey 
according to the guidelines promulgated by the National Register and in 
the format specified by the Historic Preservation Division. The subgrantee 
will be responsible for presenting the nomination to the State Historic 
Preservation Review Board. Any corrections or additional information 
required by the State Review Board or the National Park Service shall be 
provided by the subgrantee. A draft of the nomination must be submitted 
for review by the Historic Preservation Division by 1 June 1984. The 
following items must be submitted by 15 July 1984:

Large scale mylar map and one print for each historic 
district. Maps must include clearly delineated boundaries, 
street names, and notable landscape features (such as 
bridges and rivers). Each property within the district 
shall be identified by street address and map code and shall 
be classified as pivotal, contributing, or non-contributing. 
Reconnaissance survey map codes should be used on district 
maps.

A list of buildings within each district, organized alpha-
betically and numerically by street name and number, and 
identified by map code. This list should be attached to 
the district survey form.

Preparation of district survey forms. Prepare district survey 
forms for all districts identified. All district boundaries shall 
be delineated by the consultant in cooperation with the Historic 
Preservation Division. Final district boundaries shall be those 
stipulated by the Historic Preservation Division. Products of 
this aspect of the intensive survey, to be submitted by 1 June 1984 
are:

Opinion of National Register eligibility. Opinions of eligibility 
shall be made by the principal investigator(s). The opinion will 
be indicated on the intensive survey form, which the principal 
investigator shall personally initial and date.

Intensive Survey Report. Prepare an intensive survey report according to 
the guidelines detailed in Attachment C. Two copies of this report shall 
be submitted to the Historic Preservation Division in draft form prior to 
final typing and printing, no later than 1 May 1984. The subgrantee shall 
submit at least five copies of the final report to the Historic Preservation 
Division by 1 June 1984.
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a.

b.

c.

d.

Two 5" x 7” black-and-white photographic prints of each view sub-
mitted. For historic district nominations photographic coverage 
should include two copies of representative streetscapes, repre-
sentative boundary shots, representative pivotal properties, and 
each non-contributing property. For individually eligible properties 
(including those in thematic and multiple resource nominations), 
photographic coverage should fully explain significant features, 
both interior and exterior. Photographs shall be labeled as 
specified by the National Register and the Historic Preservation 
Division. Negatives and contact prints shall be submitted to the 
Historic Preservation Division.

35mm slide coverage that fully documents the significance and 
appearance of each individually eligible property, including 
interiors, associated outbuildings, landscape features, and the 
context of the site. Slides must be labeled as specified by the 
Historic Preservation Division. For historic districts, slide 
coverage should be similar to the black-and-white coverage 
explained in item b, above, but should also include slides of each 
pivotal building, any significant interior features, and notable 
landscape features. In addition, it is strongly recommended that 
the subgrantee submit slides of comparable properties in the 
resource area to support any comparative evaluations made in the 
statement of significance of the nomination. In certain cases, 
the Historic Preservation Division may require the submission of 
two copies of slides. Upon request, duplicated slides will be 
returned to the subgrantee.

The original, fully completed, typed National Register of Historic 
Places Inventory-Nomination Form (10-900). For district nomina-
tions, archival bond photocopies of the intensive survey forms for 
each pivotal property should accompany the nomination form. For 
thematic nominations, archival bond photocopies of the intensive 
survey forms for each nominated property should accompany the form. 
For multiple resource nominations, archival bond photocopies of 
each individually eligible property and each pivotal property 
within historic districts should accompany the form.

West Side Milwaukee Intensive Survey 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Attachment A: Work Program (continued)

Original USGS quadrangle maps as needed to identify nominated 
properties or districts. The maps must be labeled as specified 
by the National Register and the Historic Preservation Division 
and must include construction lines for the calculation of UTM 
coordinates. For multiple resource nominations, an archivally 
stable map of the entire resource area is required. The map 
should be suitable for submission to the National Register and 
should delineate the boundaries of the area, the boundaries of 
historic districts, and identify all individually eligible prop-
erties included in the nomination by map code. For historic
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e.

5.

6.

7.

Interim Progress Report.8.

9.

district nominations, a photographic reduction of the map described 
in item 2.d.3. is required. Sketch maps must be submitted for 
individually eligible properties that include associated outbuildings 
or ancillary structures. The maps must clearly delineate the relation-
ship of the various elements and the nomination boundaries.

Cultural Resource Management Plan. Complete research on study units 
agreed upon by the Historic Preservation Division and the subgrantee, 
according to guidelines provided by the Historic Preservation Division.

West Side Milwaukee Intensive Survey 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Attachment A: Work Program (continued)

Complete list of all current property owners as listed in the land 
recordation records or tax records, current within one month of 
the project completion date. It is the responsibility of the sub-
grantee to amend the ownership list as is necessary after the 
nomination is scheduled for a Review Board meeting.

Publication Education. The subgrantee will sponsor at least one public 
meeting during the project period. The purpose of the meeting will be 
to explain the survey, describe findings to date, and describe the 
National Register and state survey program. It will be necessary for 
the principal investigator and staff of the Historic Preservation Division 
to participate in the meeting.

_____________________  Prepare an interim progress report that describes 
progress to date and submit it to the Historic Preservation Division by 
1 March 1984. Use the form provided by the Historic Preservation Division.

Acknowledgement of Federal Assistance. An acknowledgement of federal 
funding must be made in any publication resulting from this project. 
The following standard acknowledgement should be printed in publications 
on the title page or on a separate page immediately following the title 
page:

Publication. Prepare a publication that presents findings of the survey. 
The publication should include photographs and descriptions of significant 
properties, a survey map, and a discussion of potential historical dis-
tricts, including maps and photographs showing streetscapes and pivotal 
properties. A brief history of the West Side and a description of the 
survey should also be included. Information on the National Register 
should be provided. A draft copy of the publication shall be submitted 
to the Historic Preservation Division by 1 June 1984. Twenty-five copies 
of the publication should be submitted to the Historic Preservation 
Division by 15 July 1984.
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12. The subgrantee shall conform to and follow all necessary program require-
ments and guidelines detailed in the project manual for this project and 
shall inform the principal investigator of these requirements.

10. The Historic Preservation Division will provide the subgrantee with all 
necessary forms, including, but not limited to, state inventory cards, 
intensive survey forms, the interim report form, and reimbursement request 
forms.

11. The Historic Preservation Division will monitor progress of the project 
and will schedule meetings with the project director, as necessary. When 
appropriate, the Historic Preservation Division will comment upon the 
progress, work activities, interim report, and draft and final materials 
submitted in fulfillment of the project work program.

"This project has been funded with the assistance of a 
grant-in-aid from the National Park Service, U. S. 
Department of the Interior, under provisions of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. 
Historic Preservation grants-in-aid are administered in 
Wisconsin in conjunction with the National Register of 
Historic Places program by the Historic Preservation 
Division of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 
However, the contents and opinions contained in this 
publication do not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of the National Park Service or the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin."

Press releases, speeches, and other public dissemination of information by 
a subgrantee regarding grant-assisted projects, shall also acknowledge the 
support of the National Park Service and the State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin. This includes any future publications or other dissemination 
of information made possible because of the grant-assisted project, even 
though the original project may have ended and federal funds may not have 
been used in the subsequent publication or feature.

West Side Milwaukee Intensive Survey 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Attachment A: Work Program (continued)



Salaries and Wages Local FederalI.

A.
$8420

Surveyor/research; 1040 hours @ $10/hr. $10,400B.

Drafting Technician; 110 hours @ $8.50/hr. 937C.

Clerk-steno; 380 hours @ $7.15/hr. 2724D.

Fringe BenefitsII.

Associate Planner; (35%) 2747.25A.

327.95Cartographer (35%)B.

953.80Clerical (35%)C.

Supplies, Equipment & MaterialsIII.

2,000PhotographyA.

430B. Photocopying

360Equipment rentalC.

420Map reproductionD.

TransportationIV.

60Mileage; 300 miles @ 20<?/mileA.

OtherV.

8,240Survey report productionA.

3780Indirect costs (9.89%)B.

TOTAL PROJECT SHARES

TOTAL PROJECT COST

$21,000.00
I_______

Associate Planner & Architectural Historian - 
Project Manager; 600 hours @ $14/hr.

West Side Milwaukee Intensive Survey 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Attachment B, Budget

$21,000.00
________ 1

$42,000.00



Intensive Survey Report Format

Additional information may be added to the

Title Page.1.

2.

3.

4.

6.

Thematic Research.7.

8.

West Side Milwaukee Intensive Survey 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
Attachment C:

a report that describes project objectives 
Two copies of the report

Acknowledgement. The acknowledgement of federal assistance should be 
stated on the title page or on the page immediately following the title 
page. The language specified in Attachment A should be used.

________________ Each of the thematic summaries and bibliographies 
prepared during the research phase should be included in this section.

_________ The title page should include the title of the project, 
including the nature and location of the survey, the author of the 
report, the principal investigator(s), the project director, the spon-
soring institution, association, or agency, and the date the report was 
prepared.

Abstract. The abstract should include a summary of major project work 
elements, and a description of the purpose, location, and products of 
the project.

Survey Methodology. An explanation of the procedures used to execute 
the work program should be included in this section. Items that should 
be discussed include: who surveyed the area and how the survey was 
conducted; phases of the survey, including a description of geographic 
or political areas that contributed to the phasing; types of properties 
surveyed and the criteria for coverage; and resources that contributed 
to the research effort. Public education efforts conducted in conjunction 
with the project should be discussed. The role of any volunteer or 
advisory groups and the success of their participation should be described.

Survey Results. A comprehensive list of all surveyed properties, arranged 
alphabetically and numerically by street should be included in this 
chapter. Map codes should be indicated if a reduced copy of the survey 
map is also included. Neither the map nor the list should contain any

The intensive survey project requires 
and methodology and includes background research, 
should be submitted in draft form by the date specified in the work program 
for review by the Historic Preservation Division. Five copies of the final 
typed report will be submitted to the Historic Preservation Division at the 
conclusion of the project.

The items listed below are the minimum requirements that should be included 
in an intensive survey report.
report with the approval of the Historic Preservation Division.

Table of Contents. The table of contents should summarize the objectives 
for conducting the intensive survey project, the scope of the project, 
and the agencies involved. A map showing the location of the project 
must be included.
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10. Preservation Planning.

implication of National Register eligibility, unless the property is 
already listed in the National Register. Thematic lists of surveyed 
properties may be included, and individual properties may be identified 
as "of outstanding interest" or as "significant." This chapter should 
also contain the distict maps and a discussion of each "historic district 
identified. A description of the products of the survey and their 
storage location should be included.

12. Appendix. Any additional or useful information should be included in 
this section. A copy of the project memorandum of agreement, including 
the work program, must be provided. Any amendments made to the memorandum 
should be described.

11. Recommendations. Recommendations concerning the preservation of resources 
should be discussed, with several alternatives suggested. Generally, 
recommendations should be of a programmatic or legislative nature, rather 
than specific guidelines for the restoration of properties. Immediate 
threats to key areas identified in the survey should be discussed. 
Possible educational uses of the survey should be suggested, particularly 
uses directed to government officials, historical societies, and school 
groups.

National Register Nominations. This section should contain a list of 
properties and districts already listed in or officially determined 
eligible for the National Register. Any properties nominated to the 
National Register as a requirement'of the memorandum of agreement should 
be identified. An explanation of the state and federal review procedures 
must be provided so that the distinction between "nominated" properties 
and "listed" properties can be understood. The National Register criteria 
should be included in this chapter.

___________________  This chapter should only be included if preservation 
planning was included inthe work program. The extent and impact of the 
planning phase should be discussed. If a separate planning document or 
drawings were prepared, they should be described and their accessibility 
should be explained.

West Side Milwaukee Intensive Survey
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Attachment C: Intensive Survey Report Format (continued)
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VIII. ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

country homes and some public buildings, 
that was published for Milwaukee County.

Andrews, W.J. and Bleyer, Julius, edits. _________
Association for the Advancement of Milwaukee, 1892. 
emphasizing commercial and industrial development, 
and useful statistical information.

Milwaukee's Great Industries. Mii1waukee 
General history of the city 

Good chapters on city amenities

Banzhaf, Henry L. "Growing with Marquette University." Milwaukee History, IV 
(Summer, 1981), 48-64. Excerpts .from an unpublished biography of Dr. Banghof that 
relate the behing-the-scenes activity which led to Marquette's University's acqui-
sition of Milwaukee Medical College in 1907 and the Wisconsin College of Physicians 
and Surgeons in 1913.

Andreas, Alfred T. History of Milwaukee. Chicago, 1881. A voluminous account of 
the city's history that covers every aspect of its development. This source is 
especially good for studying the contextural development of a particular topic like 
leather tanning,as the hisotry of the subject is discussed along with all the main 
companies and notable figures associated with it.

Angelo, Arthur P. An Electic History of Milwaukee. Ericson and Rice Ltd., 1983. 
Recreated street car ride from 1898 discribing buildings seen along route. Good 
photos and useful development chronologies of some of the city's prime real estate.

Blix, Ovid, B; Dysart, Lulu; Gay, Greta; Reed, Anna; Stacy, Alice; Hughes, Mrs.
Edgar, eds. One Hundred Years of Christian Service 1847-1947. Grand Avenue Con-

A Story of Masonry and the Shrine. The World's Greatest Philosophy. Milwaukee: 
Tripoli Temple, 1980. General history of Masonry and the Shriners with particular 
attention paid to Milwaukee's Tripoli Temple and its vaious units and activities.

"A Royal Favorite Celebrates 100 Years in America, Miller High Like." Centennial 
Edition 1855-1955. Milwaukee Sentinel. Special Sunday Supplement April 17, 1955. 
Collection of articles on the history of Miller Brewing Company. Detailed informa-
tion on post World War II construction.

Behling, Reis J. "The Watertown Plank Road," Historical Messenger, X (June, 1954), 
10-13. A journal article that recounts the construction history of the Watertown 
Plank Road.

Belden, H. and Company. Historical Atlas of Milwaukee County. Milwaukee, 1876. 
Traditional nineteenth century illustrated atlas of Milwaukee County. Depicts maps 
of the towns showing land divisions, major roads and early settlements. Also his-
tory summaries of early county history and records of first settlers in each town. 
An abundance of lithographs is found throughout the atlas depicting farmsteads, 

This is the only known atlas of its kind

Aikens, Andrew J. and Proctor, Lewis A., eds. Men of Progress. Wisconsin.
Milwaukee: Evening Wisconsin Co., 1897. Detailed biographical sketches of Wis-
consinites in business, professional and public life.

Bielenberg, Ralph. "High Schools in Early Milwaukee." Historical Messenger, XIV 
(September, 1958), 7-12. Brief account of the public and private high schools in 
Milwaukee through the turn of the century.
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A

1906.

Conard, Howard Lewis, 
phical Publ ishing Co, 
the early 1890's.

1909 Yearbook of the Merchants and Manufacturers Associa- 
Commercial and industrial

Useful photographs, statistical information and

Boardman, Mrs. M.A., comp. 
Milwaukee 1847-1907. 
of the congregation. 
1947, see above.

Blix, Ovid, B; Dysart, Lulu; Gay, Greta; Reed, Anna; Stacy, Alice; Hughes, Mrs. 
Edgar, eds. One Hundred Years of Christian Service 1847-1947. Grand Avenue Con-
gregational church, 1947. Detailed history of Grand Avenue Congregational Church 
upon the occasion of its one hundredth anniversary. Good summary of pioneer con-
gregation activites and detailed biographies of each pastor.

Historical Sketch Grand Avenue Congregational Church of 
N.P., 1907. Sixtieth anniversary publication on the history 
This book formed the basis for the centennial publication in

Buck, James S. Pioneer History of Milwaukee from 1840 to 1846 Inclusive.
Milwaukee: Symes, Swain and Co., 1881. One of a four-volume history of Milwaukee 
which provides a detailed and anecdotal account of the city from the perspective of 
one of its earliest settlers. Events are broken down year by year, in this in-
stance from 1840 to 1846. The best source for tracking down earliest events, 
buildings, residents and happenings.

Colver, J. Newton, ed. One Hundred Years of Methodism in Greater Milwaukee. 
Milwaukee: General Committee of Milwaukee;s Methodist Centennial, 1935. Brief 
history of the Methodist church in Milwaukee-Handy chronology of church events 
listed year by year through 1935.

Bruce, W.G. History of Milwaukee City and County. Chicago, 1972. Traditional 
social history of Milwaukee that concertrates on nineteenth century development, 
good source for biographies of architects.

History of Milwaukee County. Chicago: American Biogra-
1895. Multivolume work on the history of Milwuakee through 

Useful chapters on such thematic topics as religion, industry

Casper and Zahn. The City of Milwaukee Guide: A Sourvenir of the 24th Sanger- 
fest. Milwaukee,, 1886 A nineteenth century guidebook to the city of Milwaukee 
which was published to commemorate a national german singing festival. Provides 
capsulated hiostiries of major development trends as an everall map of the city. 
Of particular note are the actue, birds eye etchings depicting the central business 
district and ajacent neighborhoods. Also a chronology of major events and a direc-
tory of places and services with dates of establishment is helpful.

Commercial Milwaukee._______________________________
tion. Milwaukee: Burdick and Allen Printers, 1909. 
history of Milwaukee through 1909. 
business histories.

Brown, Horace M. "Reminiscences of Dr. Senn." Milwaukee History, IV (Autumn-Winter 
1981), 87-94. Brief sketch of Dr. Senn's Milwaukee activities and his development 
of anti septic/asepsis surgical techniques at the Milwaukee/Passavant Hospital.

. Pioneer History of Milwaukee from the First American Settlement 
in 1833 to 1841. Milwaukee: Milwaukee News Co., 1876. Same as above but covers 
the years 1833 to 1841.

Caspar, C.N. Official Quarter-Section Atlas of the City of Milwaukee. Milwaukee, 
An atlas which contains maps of all official city plats of subdivisions from 

the first one to those platted in 1906.
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and so on. Good biographies of the city's leading citizens.

re-

A

History and Foun- 
Brief church hi s-

Historical Messenger,
Detailed account of the early years of Milwaukee/Passavant

Friend, Henry C. "The Founding of Milwaukee Hospital." 
(June, 1964), 46-49.
Hospital.

Fritschel, Herman L., D.D. ______
During Four Score Years 1863-1943. 
pital , 1945. 
of the West Side's most prominent hospital, 
photographs and the development of the medical complex.

Conzen, Kathleen Neils. Immigrant Milwaukee 1836-1860. Cambridge, Massachusetts: 
Harvard University Press, 1976. Excellent study of settlement patterns among 
immigrants in Milwaukee. Full of statistical information with a lot of detail 
garding occupations, neighborhoods and interaction between the various ethnic 
groups.

Friedens. Unpublished History of Friedens Church compiled by a number of indivi-
duals. N.P. c.1969. Brief histry of Friedens Church complete with chronology of 
events, map and reminiscences of the senior members of the congregation.

Ferry and Clas 1890-1936. N.P.j N.D. A no-text picture book of major architectural 
projects done by the firm between 1890 and 1936.

The Story of Milwaukee Hospital, "The Passavant", 
___________________  Second Printing. Milwaukee: Milwaukee Hos- 
One of a series of anniversary publications highlighting the history 

Good for statistical information,

Fifty Golden Years. The History of the Knights of Columbus in Wisconsin from their 
beginning in the year 1900, Oskosh: Castle-Pierce Publishing Co., 1952. Compre-
hensive history of the fraternal order from its founding in Connecticut to its es-
tablishment in Wisconsin. Detailed chapters on each Wisconsin chapter through 
1952.

Dictionary of Wisconsin Biography. Madison: The State Historical Society of Wis-
consin, 1960. Brief biographical sketches of Wisconsin's leading citizens in the 
19th and 20th centuries. ;

Felber, R.J., compiler. Records of the Wisconsin State Old Cemetery Society, 
series of unpublished, location and history. Probably the best source for cemetery 
history in the state.

Frank. Louis Frederick. The Medical History of Milwaukee 1834-1914. Milwaukee: 
Germania Publishing Co., (1915). The only source for Milwaukee's early medical 
history. Special chapters devoted to biographical information on prominent 
physicians, hospital development and health care agencies. Compiled by prominent 
dermatologist-musician-author, Dr. Frank headed many of the local medical societies 
in Milwaukee.

Golini, Reverend Ronald. "St. George Mel kits Byzantine Church, 
ding." Letter to Milwaukee Landmarks Commission, April 2, 1974. 
tory used for consideration of local landmark status in 1974.

Gregory, John G., ed. History of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Milwaukee: S.J. Clarke 
Publishing Company, 1931. Multivolume work on the history of Milwaukee. Similar 
to Conard in its thematic chapters and biographies. Brings up to date the accounts 
of civic, religious and medical instututions.
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The Protestant Churches of Arnerica.Hardon, John A., S.J. 
Books, (1969). 
tions in America.

Hattstaedt, Ott F. Translated by the Wisconsin Historical Records Survey Division 
of Community Service Programs Works Project Administration. History of The 
Southern Wisconsin District of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio and 
other States. St. Louis, Missouri: Concordia Publishing House, 1927-28. History 
of the Wisconsin Synod its churches and related organizations

Houses of Worship Survey, 1975. Notes resulting from a research project undertaken 
at the Department of Architecture, the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 1975.

History and Current Operations of the Miller Brewing Company. Public relations 
material, No Publisher, No Date. Souvenir booklet from the Miller Brewing Company 
dating perhaps from the later 1960’s.

. Southeaster Wisconsin: A History of Old Milwaukee County.
Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1932. Multivolume work that covers the 
history of Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha and nearly suburbs. The Milwaukee Chapter 
is mostly a synthesis of 1931 information (above) with a few additional facts 
added.

Harger, Charles. ____________________
War guidebook and history on Milwaukee, 
development, political, business, and social-economic trends since the founding of 
the city. Provides excellent physical descriptions of the central business dis-
trict, neighborhoods, and environs.

The Story of Marguette University. Milwaukee: 
Excellent history of Marquette giving equal

A good 
Places

Hamilton, Raphael N., S.J. _____
Marquette University Press, 1953. 
weight to campus expansion, curriculum evolution and student activities, 
source of 20th century biographies of prominent Marquette benefactors. 
Marquette's history in the context of Milwaukee's developement.

Headly, Robert Jr. "The Theaters of Milwaukee." Marquee, Vol. 3 No. 1 (1971) p.
7. Compilation of photos of Milwaukee theaters with minimal text. Includes 
interior photos of the West Side's Tower Theater.

History of Milwaukee County. Milwaukee. Writers Project. Milwaukee Public 
Library, 1947. Depression era history that synthesizes past published histories of 
Milwaukee and supplements with contemporary information. It is hampered by lack of 
references and reliance on heresay information but is a good starting point for 
research on institutions, individual buildings and major events.

Milwaukee Illustrated. Milwaukee, 1877. The major post-Civil 
Gives capsulated summaries of major

Gurda, John. The West End. University of Wisconsin Board of Regents, 1980. A 
good neighborhood study of Milwaukee's West Side emphasizing the Concordia College 
area, Wisconsin Avenue and the Merrill Park subdivision. Especially good on 
tracing recent sociological changes to the area.

__________________________________  Revised Edition. Image
General overview of the history of the major protestant denomina-

History of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Chicago: The Western Historical Company, 1881. 
The best overall nineteenth-century history of Milwaukee. It provides a complete 
survey of the city through chapters on religion, institutions commerce and 
industry. Valuable for business listings and excellent, if short, biographies of 
even secondary citizens.
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a

Janz, William. 
February 19, 1976.
Hospitai .

Killiam, Edgar L. The Centennial History of the Wisconsin Baptist State Conven-
tion. Wisconsin State Baptist Convention, 1944. Good review of the history of the 
Baptist church in Wisconsin and Milwaukee.

Howe, Barbara Jeanette. Clubs, Culture and Charity; Anglo-American Upper Class 
Activities in the Late Nineteenth-Century City. Unpublishes Ph.0. dissertation, 
Temple University, 1976. Comparison of club life in three cities, one of which 
Milwaukee. Author discusses how club memberships and charitable activities were 
means of delineating and maintaining class structure in an urban environment.

Kuhm, Herbert W. "Dr. Robert J. Faries: Pioneer Milwaukee Dentist." Historical 
Messenger, XXXII (Spring, 1976), 2-9. Biographical information on Milwaukee's 
first resident dentist that includes a brief summary about the state of dentistry 
at the time,

The project involved documentation on over 500 Milwaukee churches for the archives 
of the Milwaukee County Historical Society, Local History Room of the Milwaukee 
Public Library and State Historical Society. The final products of the survey were 
a traveling exhibition and publication Places of Worship Milwaukee.

Jewish Community Blue Book of Milwaukee and Wisconsin. Milwaukee: The Wisconsin 
Jewish Chronicle, 1925. Excellent sourcebook for the history of Jewish institu-
tions and gregations in Milwaukee. Biographical sketches and photos also included.

Lavies, John. Location and Detailed Description of Early Catholic Church Property 
in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, HI., N.P., N.D. A series of unpublished documents

"Delaying Theater Left Only Dreams." Milwaukee Sentinel.
Brief sketch of the Tower Theater and its acquisition by Family

Jones, Richard Seel ye. A History of the American Legion. Indianapolis and New 
York: Bobbs-Merri11 Company, (1946). Thorough history of the founding and deve-
lopment of the American Legion with statistical information on membership through-
out the country.

Landscape Research. Built in Milwaukee. An Architectural View of the City. First 
Edition. Milwaukee: (City of Milwaukee), 1981. The only comprehensive overview 
of Milwaukee's architectural development. Separate chapters discuss building 
types, architects and neighborhoods. Handy as a quick reference tool and well 
supplied with photographs.

Johnson, Jean Lindsay. When Midwest Millionaires Lived Like Kings. Milwaukee: 
N.P., 1981. Interesting gossipy accounts of the prominent families who summered in 
the Oconomowoc area. Includes biographies of numerous prominent Milwaukeeans and 
traces descendants to the present.

Kiechhefer, Grace Norton. The History of Milwaukee-Downer College 1851-1951.
Centennial publication. Milwaukee: N.P., 1951. Good basic history of the college 
which later merged with Lawrence University. Excellent photos of the school in its 
early years.

Huebschmann, Herbert J., Rev. "Friedens United Church of Christ" Letter to Mil-
waukee Landmarks Commission, undated. Brief history of Friedens Church used for 
consideration of local landmark status.
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Providedthe chain of ownership of property owned by the Milwaukee Archdiocese, 
important information on early Milwaukee cemeteries.

Milwaukee Board of Fire Underwirters. Minimum Tariff of Rates Adopted by the Mil-
waukee Board of Fire Underwriters June, 1873. Milwaukee: Sentinel Printing Com- 

any, 1873. This book assesses insuance rates on Milwaukee business in 1873. It 
is invaluable in its block by block listing of businesses downtown and at the city 
limits. Building inventories, as for Miller Brewing, sometimes accompany the 
entries.

Men of Achievement in Wisconsin. Milwaukee: John Moranz Associates, 1946. 
Biographical and historical information on prominent Wisconsinites and their 
business throu 1946. Milwaukee are individuals make up the bulk of the work.

Milwaukee A Half-Century's Progress 1846-1896. Milwaukee: Consolidated Illustra-
ting Company, 1896. One of the many late nineteenth-century publications to pro-
vide good sketches of Milwaukee's businesses. Valuable for period photographs and 
illustrations of the business.

Marquette Unviversity Archives. Development Files. Miscellaneous correspondence, 
summaries, plans and photographs relating to the Marquette Urban Renewal project 
and campus expansion in the I960* s and early 1970's.

Mailman, Sharon M. "The Brumders of Milwaukee." Milwaukee History, III (Autumn, 
1980), 66-79. Most comprehensive treatment of George Brumder's complicated 
business dealings in addition to descriptions of the current position held by 
Brumder's numerous descendents.

Leavitt, Judith Walter. The Healthiest City. Milwaukee and the Politics of Health 
Reform. Princeton: Princeton University Press, (1982). Excellent study of the 
growth of municipal involvement with sanitation and health care and the resulting 
and licensing it entailed.

McShane, Clay. Technology and Reform: Street railways and the growth of the 
Milwaukee area 1887-1900. Madison, 1974. An excellent history on the development 
of the Milwaukee street car system and the social and political forces that 
directed its growth. Traces the history from the post-Civil War horse car lines to 
the first electified lines. Excellent maps showing the growth and layout of the 
system.

Maps in the Local History Room of the Milwaukee Public Library (MPL) and the 
Milwaukee County Historical Center (MCHC) Lipman and Riddle, "Map of Milwaukee 
City and Environs." Milwaukee, 1858-59. (MPL) Van Slyck, J.M. "Map of Milwaukee." 
Milwaukee, 1854. (MPL) Von Borcke and Benzler. "Map of Milwaukee." Milwaukee, 
1877. (MPL) Walling, H.F. "Illustrated Historical Atlas Map of Milwaukee and 
Environs." New York, 1858. Wright's Directory Company. "Wright's Maps of 
Milwaukee and Environs." Milwaukee, 1884, 1894, 1914. (MPL) These maps are 
displayed for public use in the respective libraries. Each shows the political 
divisions of the period and major improvements such as roads, streets and rail-
roads.

__________ • Hilltop, 1917. Milwaukee: N.P., 1971. Annual yearbook for 
Marquette University, valuable for early photos of campus and illustrated adds 
placed by local businesses.
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Illustrated history of

Milwaukee. City Building Permit Records. 1888-1984.

Milwaukee. City Directory. 18 to 1984.

Milwaukee Journal. 1920-1984

Milwaukee Sentinel. 1852-1984.

Beertown Blazes.

Well illustrated.

April 1,

Olson, Lester W. "Lincoln in Milwaukee." IX (December,Historical Messenger

Mitchell, I.N. ed.
waukee: N.P., 1911
School concentrating on the administrators the evolution of the schools's 
curriculum.

Numbers, Ronald L.
Historical Perspectives.
The University of Wisconsin Press, N.D.

Olive, Rai ph D. 
1976.

Old Settlers Club Obituraries and Memorials. Milwaukee County Historical Center. 
Indexed scrapbooks of newspaper .obituaries kept by the Old Settlers Club on promi-
nent Milwaukeeans and, occasionally, national and international celebrities. 
Scrapebook of memorials retain typed copies of memorial addresses presented at 
meetings of the Old Settlers Club.

"MU Area Theater Closes Quietly." Milwaukee Journal. 
Article on the history and closing of the Varsity Theater.

Ogden, Marion. Homes of the Old Spring Street. Second Edition. Milwaukee: 
Hammersmith-Kortmeyer Company, 1946. A well-illustrated block by block history of 
Wisconsin Avenue's earliest residences and their inhabitants.

"A Note on Medical Education in Wisconsin." Wisconsin Medicine 
Edited by Ronald L. Numbers and Judith Walter Leavitt.

A well written summary on medical educa-
tion's transition from poorly run proprietary schools to the vigorous university 
training courses common today.

. "Lynden, A Home of the Nineteenth Century." Historical 
Messenger? ^December, 1966), 124-131. A history of the William Pitt Lynde mansion 
that susbequently became Misericordia Hospital. Has some good early photos of the 
exerior with contemporary views of the interior.

Milwaukee County Historical Center. Clipping File. Newspaper clippings on 
microfilm on a variety of topics related to Milwaukee's history from autos to 
obituaties. Somewhat handicapped by incomplete indexing pf subject material.

Milwaukee Yellow Pages. 1984. Adds a surprising source of information on dates of 
founding, historical data and current ownership.

Milwaukee Children's Hospital. Arlnua.1 Report 1983.
Children's Hospital in celebration of its ninetieth anniversary, tracing the 
hospital's changing role in health care from 1894 to the present.

Quarter Centenary of the Milwaukee State Normal School. Mi 1 - 
Excellent illustrated survey on the early years of the Normal

Hailen, R.L. and Haight, James S. Beertown Blazes. A Century of Milwaukee Fire-
fighting. Milwaukee Tanaissance Books (1982, ed.), 1971. First thorough study of 
firefighters and firefighting techniques in Milwaukee. Resolves a number of 
hitherto unanswered questions regarding the disappearance of some of Milwaukee's 
historic buildings.
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Milwaukee:

1876 and 1888.Rascher. Fire Insurance Map.

February 14, 1938.

Historical

Fire Insurance Map. 1894 and 1910.Sanborn.

Sentinel

Our Roots Grow Deep 1836-1967.
Schools, 1974. ‘

Palmer, Virginia A.
II (Summer, 1979), 43-48.

Salomon, Chester V.
Messenger, XXXIV (December, 1968).

p.16-18. 
Road.

84th Annual Report of the Superintendent of the Milwaukee 
History of the Milwaukee public school system from terri- 

Emphasis on the developrtenfe of curriculum.

"The Story of the Blue Mound Road." Historical Messenger, XXXIII (March, 1967), 
A journal article that recounts the construction history of the Blurmound

Shoemaker, Philip and Jones, Mary Van Hulle. "From Infirmaries to Intensive Care: 
Hospitals in Wisconsin." Wisconsin Medicine, Historical Perspectives. Edited by 
Ronald L. Numbers and Judith Walter Leavitt. The University of Wisconsin Press. 
Valuable survey of hospital development in Wisconsin with emphasis on Milwauee and 
Madison.

Plommer, Patricia J. "Plank Roads; A Chapter in the Early History of Wisconsin 
Transportation (1846-1871)." Masters Thesis, , University of Wisconsin -
Milwaukee. An inconsistent work'that dwells too much on the pre-plank road history 
of road construction in Wisconsin. Does not give very detailed information on 
plank road routes, extent of their completion and impact on local economic develop-
ment.

1953), 8-13. A brief account of Lincoln's appearance at the 1859 State Fair which 
was held on the Wisconsin Avenue grounds in Milwaukee.

"Presidential Aspirant Lincoln in Milwaukee." _________
_________ Similar in content to Olson's article but more 
detail about Lincoln's activity in Milwaukee before and after his State Fair 
Speech.

Our Roots Grow Deep.
Public Schools, 1943.
torial days through 1943. Emphasis on the developrtenfe of curriculum. Good 
biographies of the superintendents and handy listings of all schools with their 
various name changes.

Report of the Finance Committee and Recommendations for the Operation of Stark 
Hospital. February 14, 1938. Historical statement and financial report on Stark 
Hospital and its assocaition with Milwaukee Children's Hospital.

_____________  Second Edition. Milwaukee: Milwaukee Public 
Same format but updated version of the first edition.

_________ Index. Located in the Local History Room of the Milwaukee Public Library. 
This is the basic key to finding articles in the Sentinel from its beginning 
through 1890. Names, places, events, buildings and so on are catalogued. Each 
citation gives a one line synopsis of the article making the index a valuable tool 
without having to read the actual articles.

One Hundredth Anniversary 1847-1947. Trinity Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin? N.P., (1947). Detailed history of the Missouri Synod's mother church 
which spuned numerous congregations throughout Milwaukee in the nineteenth century.

"Lenore H. Cawker, The Animal's Friend." Milwaukee History.
Interesting discussion of Lenore Caekins animal shelter 

and its influence on today's Humane Society.
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State Com-

Wri tten

Park." Historical Messenger, X

Wisconsin and Milwaukee.

Trotting Races at Cold Spring ___________________
Brief article on famous races held at the Cold Spring Park in

. A Plan for Survival, New York: Greenwich Book Publishers Inc. 
(1965). Similar to above, good histories of Concordia College and other Missouri 
Synod institutions.

The Jewish Community Handbook of Milwaukee and Wisconsin. Milwaukee: Wisconsin 
Jewish Chronicle, 1924. Same type of publication as the Jewish Community Blue Book 
of 1925, this is an excellent sourcebook for the history of Jewish institutions and

The Catholic Church in Wisconsin. (Milwaukee): Cathol ic Historical Publishing 
Company, 1897. Statewide survey of the Catholic Church's development in Wisconsin 
with chapters on the parishes and institutions in various communities.

The Evening Wisconsin Newspaper Reference Book. Wisconsin and Milwaukee. Men and 
Events. Milwaukee: Evening Wisconsin, 1914. Brief histories of institutions and 
biographies of prominent Wisconsinites. Goo photographs.

Swichkow, Louis J. and Gartner, Lloyd P. The History of the Jews in Milwaukee. 
Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society of America, 1963. A survey of the 
history of the Jews in Milwaukee from the earliest settlers to the date of publi-
cation. Institutions, political activity, settlement patterns and biographies are 
all covered.

Stover, Frances, 
(June, 1954), 14-16. 
the 19th centruy.

Still, Bayrd. Milwaukee, The History of a City. 
Society of Wisconsin, 1948. 
it covers all facts of Milwaukee's development, 
numerous statistics. Good as a quick rederence 
but a comprehensive bibliography is provided.

Sueflow, Roy A. Walking with Wise Men, A History of the South Wisconsin District 
of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. Milwaukee: South Wisconsin District of 
the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, (1967). Good discussion of Milwaukee's early 
Lutheran church and its split into the Missouri and Wisconsin Synods. Relates 
Histories of various congregations and Concordia College.

Stubbe, Ray William. 
in Commemoration of
Church of the Redeemer, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. N.P. (1965). In depth history of 
the state's first English language Lutheran congregation and its influence in Wis-
consin. Interesting information on some fo the more prominent church members such 
as the Zeidler family.

Stearns, J.W. ed. The Columbian History of Education in Wisconsin.
mittee on Education Exhibit for Wisconsin, 1893. The history of public educaiton 
in Wisconsin with chapters devoted to individual cities such as Milwaukee, 
for Wisconsin's exhibit at the Columbian Exposition in Chicago.

Simon, Roger D. The City-Building Process: Housing and Services in New Milwaukee 
Neighborhoods 1880-1910. Philadelphia: The American Philosophical Society, 1978. 
Comparison of city services between working class and upper middle class subdivi-
sions. Good general history of Milwaukee.

________________  Madison: The State Historical
Best of the twentieth-century histories of Milwaukee, 

Material is well synthesized with 
tool, no topic is treated in depth

The Heritage of Those That Fear Thy Name. A History Written 
the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Evangelical Lutheran

N.P. (1965).
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congregations in Milwaukee. Biographical sketches and photos are included as well.

Author's last name is now Young.

Inventories prepared on Milwaukee struc-

"The Red Cross in Milwaukee." Historical Messenger,

1836-1916.

1970), 66-80. 
publication.

Wisconsin Inventory of Historic Places. 
tures in 1976 and 1979.

An Official Eighty-Year
Thorough history

Separate chapters deal with

Historical Messenger, 
three prominent

. The Heritage Guidebook. Milwaukee: Heritage Banks, 1976. 
Annotated guide to architecture in southeastern Wisconsin with major portion of 
book devoted to Milwaukee.

Wenger, Robin and Helen Vaeth. "Milwaukee Landmarks ." Milwaukee Department of 
City Development, 1981. A booklet which profiles the 81 structure, sites and 
historic districts designated by the former Milwaukee Landmarks Commission from 
1967 to 1980.

Woehrmann, Paul J. Coming of Age. A history of an Urban Congregation.
Milwaukee: Hope Lutheran Church, N.D. (1974?). A twenty-one page history of Hope 
Lutheran Church in honor of the congregation's fiftieth anniversary. Emphasis on 
the church's spiritual development rather than statistical information.

Watrous, Jerome A. edi. Memories of Milwaukee County. Madison: Western 
Historical Asociation, 1909. Multivolume work on Milwaukee's history similar to 
Gregory and conard. Numerous concise biographies of prominent Milwaukeeans and 
thorough histories of institutions make this a valuable resource.

. Mt. Sinai Neighborhood Walking Tour. Milwaukee: (Department of 
City Development), 1973. Published self-guided walking tour based on findings in 
the 1973 urban renewal historic resources survey.

Yost, William A. "The Red Cross in Milwaukee." Historical Messenger, (September, 
A good history of the institution from its founding to date of

__________ . "Three Episcopal Churches in Milwaukee." ____
XXCII (June, 1970), 40-50 Scholarly, wel1-documented history of 
Episcopal churches: All Saints, St. James and St. Paul's.

Withey, Henry F. and Elsie Rathburn. Biographical Dictionary of Americans Archi-
tects (deceased). Los Angeles, 1956. An outstanding reference for biographical 
information on major eighteenth, nineteenth and warly twentieth century American 
architects. By far the most complete and reliable source on biographies.

Wright, David. The Harley-Davidson Motor Company. _
History. 0sceo 1 a, Wisconsin: Motorbooks International, (1983). 
of the Harley-Davidson Company and its founders, 
motorcycle design, engineering and racing.

Wietczkowski, Mary E. "Mt. Sinai Neighborhood Historical Building Survey," 
Milwaukee: Department of City Development, 1973. Research notes compiled in 
conjunction with a 1973 urban renewal survey of the buildings near Mt. Sinai 
Medical Center.

Young, George W. and Powell, Rees E. Comp. Historical Review of Grand Avenue 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 1836-1916. Milwaukee: N.P., 1916. A good source for 
early history of Milwaukee Methodism seen through the eyes of its oldest congrega-
tion.
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The newspaper article provides detailed information on the physical history of the 
Dr. Robert J. Paries House as well as information about Dr. Faries.

Zimmermam, H. Russel. "Mansion has seen Parade of Life." Milwaukee Journal. 
November 20, 1969. In depth history of the William Pitt Lynde mansion which later 
became Misericordia Hospital.

. "Milwaukee1s Cream City Brick," Historical Messenger, XXVI 
(March, 1970), 2-13. A brief survey of the major brickyards and brick manufac-
turing techniques in 19th century Milwaukee.
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