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Preface

ii.

danger at this point in time. The priorities list stresses the continued 

preservation of the following types of worship structures:

• Structures that exemplify the design work of master architects

• Ethnic style worship structures

• Worship structures made of Milwaukee's unique cream-colored brick

• Worship structures made of local limestone

This report has been prepared in response to a Common Council 

resolution, File No. 951471, directing the Historic Preservation Commission 

to prepare a report on the designation of old historic churches in 

Milwaukee. The report has been structured to acquaint Common Council 

members with the history of religious architecture in Milwaukee, to 

highlight the importance of church structures to the community and to 

provide some suggestions on how to preserve these venerable buildings. 

Included is an inventory of currently designated structures, both local and 

national, and a list of buildings deemed eligible for local historic 

designation. First priority worship structures are those that exemplify 

outstanding design, history and/or craftsmanship and are recognized 

visual landmarks in their neighborhoods. Some of these churches are 

facing changing demographics that may negatively impact on the building 

in the future. Some are currently facing the prospects of closing due to a 

consolidation of congregations. A few are facing demolition through 

neglect. Second priority buildings are likewise significant but may have 

sustained some minor alterations or are not deemed to be in imminent
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country. These structures contribute immensely to the city's traditional

architectural character and they tell us much about the people who have

lived here. The respect and veneration that Milwaukeeans have lavished

on their worship structures is reflected in the fact that many of these

buildings constructed over the past 150 years are still standing and used for

their original purpose by their founding institutions.

Out of about 350 worship structures in the city that are old enough to

possess architectural significance, only twenty-three (23) are city-

designated landmarks. The purpose of this report, which was prepared by

Historic Preservation staff at the request of the Common Council, is to

identify the worship structures in Milwaukee that should be added to the

local landmark register because of their architectural and/or historical

importance to the community. Local landmark designation is a means to

honor the city's finest structures and it is also a valuable tool for sensitively

preserving these structures which are such an important part of the city's

physical identity and its social and cultural vitality.

1City of Steeples

Introduction
IVLlwaukee has one of the best collections of religious architecture in the



The Importance of Preservation

One of the city's most eye-catching and memorable vistas—sometimes

referred to as a "visual postcard"-is the veritable forest of spiky church

have earned the city one of its nicknames, "The City of Steeples."

Architecturally significant worship structures can be found throughout

Milwaukee and they represent, perhaps better than any other type of

existing structure, the architectural and social history of the city over the

past 150 years. These remarkable buildings also exemplify the

craftsmanship and community pride that is strongly associated with the

city.

Preserving Milwaukee's architecturally significant churches is important

to the future of the community for several reasons:

1. The city's inventory of historic worship structures includes some of

the finest works of architecture produced in Milwaukee's history

and they are irreplaceable.

2. The unique character of Milwaukee's historic places of worship

sets the city apart from other communities.

3. Historic worship structures generate local pride.

2City of Steeples

steeples that jut up on the near south side skyline. This compelling 

panorama, perhaps best seen while traveling on the elevated section of the 

1-94 freeway over the Menominee River Valley, is in large part believed to
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4. Historic worship structures are pivotal to the architectural 

character of the neighborhoods in which they are located.

6. Historic worship structures can promote social diversity and 

commerical activity because they are attractive venues for religious 

and secular events including concerts, meetings and social 

gatherings.

5. Preservation of historic churches and worship structures is a 

means to enhance the city as a tourist destination.



Architectural Styles

In terms of their architecture, there are two major types of historic worship

structures in Milwaukee:

Revival style buildings that reflect architectural trends which

4City of Steeples

Ethnic buildings that reflect specific "Old World" 

architectural traditions of the immigrant communities for 

whom the structures were built.

are uniquely American in origin.

Milwaukee's inventory of ethnic worship structures ranks as one if its most 

outstanding architectural assets. Broadly speaking, the ethnic character of 

a religious structure is a specific regional style or prominent architectural 

detail that is strongly associated with the homeland of an ethnic group. A 

church tower, for example was often embellished with architectural details 

from Europe that personalized it for the immigrant community it was built 

to serve. The preservation of Milwaukee's historic ethnic churches, built 

mainly between about 1855 and 1905, is a top priority because good 

examples of ethnic architecture in America are relatively rare. A good 

source for more information on the city's ethnic churches is a booklet 

published by the Dept of City Development titled Milwaukee Ethnic Church 

Tour. The rich heritage of immigrant architecture.
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The architecture of St. Peter's Church (left.) built in the 1870s in Leipzig, 

Germany may have influenced the design of Milwaukee's St. John's 

Lutheran Church at 804 W. Vliet St. which was built in 1889 for a.

prominent German-American congregation that had strong social ties to 

the Old World. St. John's is one of Milwaukee's finest examples of 

German ethnic church architecture.
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Period revival style structures reflect the successive waves of architectural

fashion that swept across America during the nineteenth and early

twentieth centuries. Built primarily before 1940, period revival style

worship structures are distinctly American in their overall character, but

typically incorporate the basic massing and design elements of traditional

European religious architecture such as soaring steeples and arched,

leaded glass windows. The city's revival style churches tend to reflect

national design tastes, but many of these structures are unique in that they

are made of cream-colored brick or buff-colored Waukesha county

limestone which are exclusively associated with the Milwaukee area.

The principal ethnic and period revival styles of architecture that were

popular in Milwaukee over the past century-and-a-half include the

following:

Style Period of popularity

German Zopfstil 1845-1875

Gothic Revival 1860-1875

Victorian Gothic 1875-1905

Romanesque Revival 1885-1895

Polish Renaissance and Baroque Revival 1870-1910

Neo-Classical Revival 1900-1920

Mediterranean/

Middle East Revival style 1915-1925

Colonial Revival 1920-1940

Neo-Gothic 1905-1940

English Revival 1925-1940

Modern 1945-present

6City of Steeples
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Designating a building a City of Milwaukee landmark is not the same as 

making it a National Register Landmark. A building can be listed on both 

registers and both of these title confer prestige and certain benefits. The 

National Register of Historic Places is largely honorary and a building 

listed on it can be demolished or altered without having to get any special 

permission. A National Register-listed building, however, can be 

rehabilitated according to the State of Wisconsin Historic Building Code 

which is less restrictive than the current building code. An owner of a 

National Register-listed property is also entitled to claim investment tax 

credits for certain approved rehabilitation expenses, but this benefit 

generally cannot be claimed by a religious organization which is tax 

exempt.

National Register of Historic Places Resister 
Vs. Citv of Milwaukee Landmark Register 

What they each mean

Local historic designation by the City of Milwaukee not only enhances a 

structure's public image but protects it from indiscriminate exterior 

alterations or demolition through a review process with the Historic 

Preservation Commission which either grants or denies permission to 

change or raze the building. An interior alteration to a City of Milwaukee 

Landmark does not require permission from the Historic Preservation 

Commission.



Out of a group of about 350 extant worship structures in the city that are old

which is about 20% of the older structures, merit consideration for City of

Milwaukee landmark status on the basis of their architectural significance

to the community. In terms of priorities, 50 of those structures deserve

immediate consideration for landmark status while the remaining 9 may

be considered of secondary importance.

Each of these structures is illustrated in the following pages along with a

standards before the merits of its architecture were considered:

• Its original architectural character had to be intact

• It had to be at least 50 years old

which are determined to be the best in terms of their architectural and

historical significance to the community.

8City of Steeples

enough to be historically significant, 23 of them are city-designated 

landmarks. It has been determined that another 59 places of worship,

summary of its historic significance. Each worship structure included in this 

inventory, with only a few minor exceptions, had to meet at least two basic

In summary, all of the structures included in this inventory reflect the fact 

that City of Milwaukee Landmark designation is reserved for buildings

Inventory of Architecturally Significant 
Worship Structures-New Designations



First Priority Structures
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Architect: Koch & Hess
Built: 1870

Calvary Presbyterian.
935 W. Wisconsin Ave.

The remarkably slender and 
graceful proportions of the tall 
comer tower have made this 
Victorian Gothic style structure 
one of Milwaukee's architectural 
and engineering standouts. In 
order to refute critics who believed 
the steeple was structurally 
unsound, the architects staged 
highly publicized contest of 
strength in which the tower 
remained standing despite the 
pull of a powerful team of horses 
that had been tethered to it. 
Calvary is also significant as one 
of the earliest surviving examples 
of the design work of Milwaukee's 
well-known architect, H.C. Koch, 
who designed City Hall.

Most essential for local landmark desibgnation 
(In alphabetical order, a total of 50 structures)

Historic name in bold face; current name, if different, in parentheses
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Christ Lutheran Wisconsin Synod)
2235 W. Greenfield Ave.

Architect: Frederick Velguth 
Built: 1901

An excellent, well-preserved example of Milwaukee's ethnic 
architecture, this Gothic Revival church was built for a German- 
American congregation to reflect the designs of churches built 
during the late nineteenth century in Germany. Because of the 
scarcity of good examples of German ethnic church architecture in 
this country, the preservation of Christ Church is top priority.



Architect: John Roth, Jr.

Built: 1899

City of Steeples 11

Concordia Avenue Evangelical 
(St. John Concordia C. M.E.) 
300 W. Concordia Ave.

Concordia Evangelical is one of the best extant examples of a smaller 
Gothic Revival style cream brick church built in Milwaukee around 
the turn of the century. Designed with careful attention to 
architectural proportioning and trimmed with extensive ornamental 
brickwork, Concordia has survived nearly intact and it is the 
architectural focal point of its surrounding neighborhood.

J
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Architect: John Roth, Jr.

Built: 1906

12

Made of superbly crafted rusticated limestone, this fortress-like, 
Gothic Revival style church was built to the highest construction 
standards of its day. All the more remarkable is the fact that each 
stone used in the construction had to be finished by hand with a 
hammer and chisel. Epiphany Lutheran is one of the few Milwaukee 
churches built with hand-dressed local limestone and it ranks as one 
of the finest of its kind in the city. It is already listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places as part of the North 1st St. Historic 
District.

Epiphany Lutheran 
(All People's Church) 
2600 N. 2nd St.

/ City of Steeples
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Architect: H.C. Hensel

Built: 1901

City of Steeples 13

Emanuel Methodist Episcopal 
(Bethlehem Temple) 
222 E. Center St.

This small Romanesque Revival style church is one of only two 
remaining churches in the city that are made of Cream City 
pressed brick which, in its day, was a material that was superlative 
in terms of quality and appearance. This brick, which is no longer 
made, is characterized by impeccably smooth, even surfaces and 
sharp, well-defined edges. The structure is very important in terms 
of Milwaukee's historic role as the exclusive manufacuring center of 
cream-colored brick which earned the community its "Cream City" 
nickname.
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Architect: Solon S. Beman

Built: 1907

City of Steeples 14

First Church of Christ, Scientist 
(Renaissance Place) 
1451 N. Prospect Ave.

Designed by the prominent Chicago architect S.S. Beman, this 
splendid Classical Revival style church, which is already on the 
National Register of Historic Places, recalls the designs of ancient 
Greek temples and it exemplifies some of the city’s best 
craftsmanship in dressed, Bedford (Indiana) limestone which covers 
nearly every square inch of the exterior.
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Architect: Crane & Barkliausen

Built: 1891

15City of Steeples

First German Methodist Episcopal 
(Rehoboth Apostolic)
1102 N. 21st St.

Distinctly German in character with its stepped gables, this Gothic 
Revival style structure, made of sienna colored pressed brick, is one 
of the city's most outstanding as well as unusual examples of 
religious ethnic architecture. Because of its architectural 
significance, it has already been listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.
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Grace Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod)
1203 N. Broadway

Built for a prosperous German-American congregation, the front 
elevation facing N. Broadway is trimmed with some of the city's 
finest Gothic Revival style ornamental terra cotta work. The design 
of the building recalls the architecture of some 19th century churches 
built in Germany which, in turn, were influenced by the famous 
French Gothic cathedral in Laon. Grace is considered a top priority 
for preservation because it is one of the rare examples of the 
continuation of European building traditions in this country. The 
interior is also significant as one of the finest among the city’s extant 
German Lutheran churches.

Architect: H.C. Koch & Co.
Built: 1900
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City of Steeples

Holy Ghost Lutheran (Missouri Synod) 
547 W. Concordia Ave.

Architect: Leiser & Holst 
Built: 1905

One of the last German-inspired Gothic revival churches built in 
Milwaukee, Holy Ghost is an exceptionally well preserved and 
important example of Milwaukee's "Old World" architectural 
character. The architecture of its spiky, twin towers which are 
trimmed with distinctive corner turrets, reflects the designs of late 
nineteenth century churches built in Germany. Holy Ghost church 
retains all of its original exterior character and is the architectural 
focal point of the surrounding residential neighborhood.
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City of Steeples 18

Holy Rosary Roman Catholic 
2011 N. Oakland Ave.

Architect: E.T. Mix & Co.
Built: 1885

Holy Rosary is significant as the city's only surviving ecclesiastical 
example of the Stick Style of architecture. The eye-catching bell tower 
embodies the wooden, timber-framed character that is a hallmark of 
this style. Holy rosary is also one of the few commissions that the 
prominent firm of E.T. Mix and Co. received to design a Roman 
Catholic church.
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A rare survivor of pioneer architecture in Milwaukee, Holy Trinity is 
pristine example of the German Zopfstil style of architecture which 
was popular from about 1800 to 1850 in Germany and influential on 
the designs of German ethnic churches in America as late as 1870. 
The Zopfstil style, often referred to as the counterpart of the 
American Federal style, is characterized by its symmetrical 
composition, chaste detailing and meticulous proportioning. Holy 
Trinity is also noted for its outstanding altar furnishings and a 
fine, historic pipe organ. The steeple was added in 1862 according to 
the designs of Milwaukee architect Leonard Schmidtner.
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Holy Trinity/Our Lady of Guadalupe Architect: Victor Schulte
605 S. 4th St. Built: 1849



Architect: Leiser & Holst

Built: 1919

20City of Steeples

Immanuel Baptist
(Tabernacle Community Baptist) 
2500 W. Medford Ave.

Preservation of this structure is very important because it is one of 
the city's rare and unique examples of Classical Revival style church 
architecture. The most significant and eye-catching architectural 
feature of the exterior is a dome which is raised on a drum over the 
center of the auditorium. The architecture of the building contrasts 
with the more traditional-looking, tall- tower church designs which 
dominate Milwaukee's inventory of historic churches.
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Immanuel Presbyterian
1100 N. Astor St.

Since its completion, Immanuel Presbyterian has been recognized by 
architectural critics and historians alike as the finest High Victorian 
Gothic style church in Milwaukee. Because of its overwhelming 
architectural importance to Milwaukee, preservation of the church is 
a top priority.

Architect: E.T. Mix
Built: 1873
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Architect: Edward V. Koch

Built: 1894

City of Steeples 22

Our Savior's Lutheran
(Iglesia Apostolica) 
835 W. Scott St.

The preservation of the former Our Saviors church is very important 
because it is the city's only remaining example of Norwegian- 
influenced Gothic Revival church architecture. Perhaps the most- 
distinctive ethnic features of this structure are the Norwegian-style 
sheet metal window and door tops that trim the principal exterior 
elevation facing West Scott St. In terms of its overall massing, the 
building reflects the designs of some of the larger brick churches that 
are found throughout Norway and Scandinavia.
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Redeemer Lutheran (ELCA) 
1905 W. Wisconsin Ave.

Recognized by some historians as Milwaukee's purest expression of 
the Neo-Gothic style which was popular between about 1910 and 1935, 
Redeemer derives much of its outstanding character from the fact 
that its overall dimensions were determined by an ingenious, time- 
honored system of architectural proportioning.

Architect: Schuchardt & Judell
Built: 1915
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The bold, rusticated limestone walls of this outstanding Gothic 
Revival style structure have established it as one of the most visually 
important structures on the busy North 35th Street thoroughfare.

Reformation Lutheran (ELCA) 
2201N. 35th St.

Architect: John Roth, Jr. 
Built: 1908
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St. Ann's is a rare and exuberant example of Northern Italian 
Romanesque Revival style architecture and it ranks as one of the 
finest churches built in Milwaukee during the period between the two 
world wars. It is believed that the outstanding architecture of the 
church was an important factor in the decision to designate it the 
interim Cathedral of the Milwaukee Archdiocese in the late 1930s 
while St. John's Cathedral on N. Jackson St. was rebuilt.

rR1

St. Ann's Roman Catholic
2477 N. 36th St.

Architect: Brust & Philipp
Built: 1919
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26City of Steeples

St. Adalbert Roman Catholic 
1923 W. Becher St.

Architect: Francis Gurda 
Built: 1930

St. Adalbert's is the city's sole example of Polish-inspired 
Romanesque Revival style architecture. The soaring corner tower 
bears a strong resemblance to the Tower of the Silver Bells which is a 
pivotal architectural feature of the cathedral in Krakow, Poland. 
Other Polish ethnic architectural features of the building include 
two-color ornamental brickwork which is called polychrome and 
long, fin-like brick wall pilasters that trim the front elevation.

—
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Historically significant as the city's first Roman Catholic parish that 
was specifically founded to serve the city's African-American 
community, this finely detailed structure is architecturally 
important as one of the city's rare examples of Lombard 
Romanesque Revival style church architecture.

St. Benedict the Moor Roman Catholic 
924 W. State St.

Architect: E. Brielmaier & Sons
Built: 1923
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St. Catherine Roman Catholic
8685 N. 76th Place.

Architect: Unknown 
Built: 1920

rW.

This impressive stone structure is the most striking and unique 
example of Italian Romanesque Revival style church design in 
Milwaukee. St. Catherine's is especially worthy of preservation 
because it is the only Milwaukee church built in the 1920s that 
incorporates design motifs that were popular in the mid-nineteenth 
century. Architectural highlights of this structure include 
exceptionally fine stonework and a unique open front porch called a 
loggia that is incorporated into the second story of the bell tower.
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This grand structure is significant as one of only two examples in the 
city of Polish-inspired Gothic Revival architecture. The upper stage 
of the massive central steeple is trimmed with distinctive corner 
turrets which are strongly associated with Gothic revival style 
churches built in Poland during the late 19th century.

SS. Cyril and Methodius Roman Catholic
1547 W. Windlake

Architect: Bernard Kolpacki
Built: 1893
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30City of Steeples

St. Elizabeth's Roman Catholic
128 W. Burleigh St.

St. Elizabeth’s is an outstanding example of Northern Italian 
Renaissance Revival architecture. One of the hallmarks of this style 
is the unusual massing of this structure which is composed of a 
soaring, corner bell tower that almost appears to be separate from the 
main block of the building. The building was saved from demolition 
only because of extraordinary efforts made in the early 1980s to 
sensitively repair and rehabilitate it. The church is a remarkable 
testament to the determination of both the original parish it was built 
for and the modern coalition of members and their friends that saved 
it from destruction.

Architect: William Schickel
Bmlt: 1902

*
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Praised by observers as "a gem" when it was completed in 1877, St. 
Francis church is a fine example of the nineteenth century revival of 
Romanesque architecture that flourished in Germany more than 
nine hundred years ago. This meticulously maintained structure is 
one of the rare examples of German-influenced Romanesque Revival 
architecture in America.

St. Francis Roman Catholic
1933 N. 4th St.

Architect: William Schickel 
Built: 1876



Architect: Walter Memmler

Built: 1915

32City of Steeples

St. George's Episcopal 
(Evergreen Missionary Baptist) 
1138 W. Center St.

Modeled after country parishes in England, there is really no other 
church in Milwaukee like this rambling, Gothic Revival style 
structure. Of special interest at the street corner is a covered 
gateway, called a Lych gate, which is a traditional English church 
landscape feature and the only one its kind in the city.
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St. George's Syrian Catholic 
1615 W. State St.

Designed by Milwaukee's master church architect, Erhard 
Brielmaier for a Syrian-Lebanese immigrant parish, St. George's is 
significant as one of the very rare American examples of middle
eastern inspired, Byzantine Revival style church architecture.

Architect: E. Brielmaier
Built: 1917

■ SHl 
i
■ ■ .-..“rnJ I
i rr

A-;. . S :

1



li

I

IW

City of Steeples 34

St. Hyacinth Roman Catholic
1414 W. Becher St.

Architect: Henry Messmer 
Built: 1882
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Reflecting the Renaissance style of architecture that was introduced 
to Poland in the sixteenth century, St. Hyacinth is a striking and 
unique example of Milwaukee's ethnic church architecture. The 
windows are trimmed with finely carved stone pediments and the 
tower is topped with a distinctive, Polish-style copper spire.
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Architect: Unknown

Built: Ca. 1450

City of Steeples 35

St. Joan of Arc Chapel
South of W. Wisconsin Ave. at 15th St. 
on the Marquette University campus.

Brought to xAmerica in pieces from France in the 1920s and 
eventually reassembled on the Marquette University campus in the 
1960s, this impressive, 500 year old Gothic chapel is technically the 
oldest structure in Milwaukee and one of the few medieval buildings 
to have been brought into this country. It is doubtful that any 
European government today would allow the export of such a 
structure. The chapel is a remarkable link to Milwaukeean's 
indigenous, European-influenced church architecture.
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This impressive, Victorian Gothic style church, which was 
constructed for a German-American congregation, is one of the 
most architecturally significant structures on the far southwest side 
of the city. In terms of its architectural massing, St. John's reflects 
traditional German church architecture with a large, soaring 
steeple centered on the main facade. Originally built when this 
section of Milwaukee was the Town of Greenfield, St. John's is 
historically significant as one of the last remnants of the German 
farming community that flourished in this area around the turn of 
the century.

St. John's Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod) 
4001S. 68th St.

Architect: Unknown
Built: 1896
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St. Joseph's Convent Chapel 
1515 S. Layton Blvd.

Architect: Brust & Philipp 
Built: 1915

One of the masterpieces of early twentieth century church 
architecture in the midwest is this remarkable Romanesque Revival 
style convent chapel which is adorned on the interior with some of 
the finest stonework of its era. Shortly after it was finished, the 
church attracted national attention when it was the subject of an 
extensive photo essay in American Architect magazine.
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St. Leo's Roman Catholic 
2470 W. Locust St.

Architect: Emil B. LaCroix 
Built: 1924

St. Leo’s is one the city's premier examples of Italian Renaissance 
Revival style architecture. The focal point of the exterior is a soaring, 
square corner bell tower which is a unique feature of Italian origin 
called a campanile. Architecturally, the church is a clear departure 
from the spiky, Gothic revival style of architecture that had been 
preferred for church buildings during the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century in Milwaukee. St. Leo's retains all of its original 
exterior character and it is one of the architectural focal points of the 
West Locust Street thoroughfare on which it is located.
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St. Lucas Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod)
2605 S. Kinnickinnic Ave.

Architect: Schnetzky & Liebert 
Built: 1888

One of the architectural icons of the city's Bay View area is St. Lucas 
Lutheran Church which is an effervescent example of German- 
influenced Gothic Revival style design. Its symmetrical, tri-tower 
facade that soars above the suiTounding South Kinnickinnic Avenue 
business district is distinctly German in character and ranks as the 
city's best example of this type of architectural massing.
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40City of Steeples

Architect: E. Brielmaier & Sons
Built: 1905

St. Lawrence Roman Catholic 
1434 S. Layton Blvd.

Considered to be one of the pivotal buildings in the Layton Blvd.
National Register Historic district, St. Lawrence is a fine example of 
German-inspired Romanesque Revival style architecture. Designed 
by Milwaukee's master church architect, Erhard Brielmaier, St.
Lawrence exemplifies the fine craftsmanship and detailing that 
brought distinction to Milwaukee's ecclesiastical architecture 
around the turn of the century.
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St. Martini Lutheran (Missouri Synod) 
1500 S. 16th St.

Architect: H. P. Schnetzky
Built: 1887
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Significant for its exuberant German-inspired Gothic Revival style 
architecture, St. Martini is one of the major architectural 
monuments associated with the city’s early south-side German- 
American Protestant community. The towering, central steeple 
which is flanked on each side by a smaller, stubby, hip-roofed tow’er 
is an arrangement that is strongly associated with German-Gothic 
church design. Of special interest is the extensive sheet metal work 
embellishing the central tower which was inspired by the designs of 
nineteenth century churches built in Germany.
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St. Michael’s Roman Catholic 
1445 N. 24th St.

Architect: Schnetzky & Liebert 
Built: 1893

Splendid rusticated stonework and some of the most spectacular 
carved wooden altar furnishings surviving in the city adorn this 
structure which is the largest surviving German-Gothic style church 
on the west side. The design of the church is believed to have been 
influenced by an 1880s portfolio book of German church designs that 
was known to have circulated in the during the late nineteenth 
century.
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This Irish-Gothic inspired structure is Milwaukee's most 
outstanding structure associated with the city's early Irish- 
American ethnic community. The regularly-placed roof dormers 
and low ground-hugging appearance of this structure are two 
important features associated with Gothic architecture in Ireland. 
The building is also significant because it features some of the city's 
finest art glass windows which were all imported from Europe.

St. Patrick's Roman Catholic 
1105 S. 7th St.

Architect: James Egan 
Built: 1893
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St. Paul's Episcopal
904 E. Knapp St.

Architect: E. T. Mix 
Built: 1882

Made of hand-tooled, red sandstone, St. Paul’s is unquestionably the 
city's finest Romanesque Revival style church. Built for one of the 
most prosperous nineteenth century congregations in Milwaukee, 
the church also contains one of America's finest collections of 
Tiffany-made art glass windows.

STOP!
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St. Peter's Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod) 
1203 S. 8th St.

Architect: Andrew Elleson
Built: 1885

A cross-gabled tower of striking and unusual design tops this intact, 
Victorian Gothic structure which is one of the major visual 
attractions among the forest of steeples that jut up on the near south 
side skyline.

I
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Already listed on the National Register of Historic Places because of 
its significance as an outstanding example of Romanesque Revival 
style architecture, this large east side church retains its original, 
richly-carved, German-style altar furnishings with are some of the 
finest of their kind remaining in the city.

SS. Peter and Paul Roman Catholic Architect: Erhard Biielmaier
2490 N. Cramer St. Built: 1890

1
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Few churches built in America since the end of World War II rival 
the craftsmanship and splendor of this remarkable, one-of-a-kind 
limestone cathedral. St. Sava's is an effervescent example of 
Serbian-influenced Byzantine Revival style architecture and it ranks 
as one of the greatest architectural achievements associated with the 
nation’s Serbian-American ethnic community. Nearly all of the 
interior walls and ceilings are adorned with stunning, Italian-made 
mosaics that are some of the finest of their kind installed in any 
American church during the last half of the twentieth century.

St Sava Serbian Orthodox Cathedral 
3201S. 51st St.

Architect: Lefebvre & Wiggins 
Built: 1956

3
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St. Sebastian's Roman Catholic 
5418 W. Washington Blvd.

St. Sebastian's is the city’s grandest example of Neo-Gothic style 
church architecture which was popular between about 1910 and 1935. 
Constructed of the Milwaukee-area’s unique, buff-colored limestone, 
the church is also one of the pivotal structures in the Washington/Hi 
Mount Boulevard National Register Historic District.

Architect: Herbst & Kuenzli
Built: 1931

IS
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Architect: Otto Uehling 
Built: 1901

u
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St. Stephen's Lutheran (Missouri Synod) 
1136 S. 5th St.

(Part of Walker's Point Historic District)

iiiiss;3

To many Milwaukeeans, St. Stephen's Church is "the big red one 
next to the freeway" in the city's historic Walker's Point 
neighborhood. St. Stephen's has, in fact, become one of the city's 
most familiar churches because of its outstanding architecture and 
its location next to the busy 1-94 expressway. Adorned with extensive 
ornamental sheet metal and outstanding carved limestone trim, this 
splendid German-influenced Gothic Revival style structure is one 
of the major churches associated with city's burgeoning, nineteenth 
century German-American ethnic community. St. Stephen's is also 
significant as the first church built in Milwaukee with modern 
structural steel framing for the roof and floors.

iii
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St. Stephen's Roman Catholic
5876 S. Howell Ave.

This eye-catching church is historically important as one of the last 
surviving structures associated with old Town of New Coeln which 
was annexed to the City of Milwaukee in the 1950s. Having 
survived two major fires early in the twentieth century, but senstively 
rebuilt each time, St. Stephen’s is adorned with exceptionally fine 
ornamental brick work which was a hallmark of the architectural 
tastes of the German-Americans for whom the structure was built.

-

Architect: Druiding 
Built: 1884

____________
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St. Vincent De Paul Roman Catholic
2114 W. Mitchell St.

Architect: Bernard Kolpacki 
Built: 1900

Remarkable because of its soaring twin, Polish-inspired Renaissance 
Revival style steeples, this very important ethnic structure is pivotal 
to the architectural character of the south side neighborhood that 
developed in its shadows around the turn of the century.



Architect: H.C. Haeuser

Built: 1911
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Second Church of Christ
(East Side Baptist) 
2409 E. Park Pl.

Very important to local architectural history as the city's only 
example of a Prairie style church, the exterior of the building 
remains in excellent, unaltered condition. The church features 
unusually deep overhangs and an emphasis on horizontal massing 
which are some of the hallmarks of this style which has its origins in 
the Midwest.



Architect: Carl Barkhausen

Built: 1913
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It is very likely that the design of this Neo-classical style gem was 
inspired by one of the world's most famous domed structures, the 
Pantheon in Rome which was completed in 120 A.D. Like the 
Pantheon, this building is composed of a spectacular, engaged stone 
colonnade that projects from a large central block which is topped 
with a massive dome. In the context of American church 
architecture, domed churches are very rare and the Second Church 
of Christ, Scientist, which is listed on the National Register, ranks 
as a truly outstanding example of its kind.

Second Church of Christ, Scientist 
(St. Luke Emanuel Baptist) 
2722 W. Highland Blvd.
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Summerfield United Methodist
728 E. Juneau Ave.

Architect: Turnbull & Jones
Built: 1904

Outstanding stonework embellishes the exterior of this Gothic 
Revival style structure which is pivotal to the architectural charactei' 
of the city's historic Yankee hill neighborhood which surrounds it. 
Recalling the designs of nineteenth century Protestant churches in 
England, particularly those built in the Cotswold region, this 
structure is unique among Milwaukee's inventory of historic 
churches.



3

Architect: Schnetzky & Liebert

Built: 1892
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A fine, intact example of German-inspired Gothic Revival 
architecture, Trinity is an important structure in Milwaukee's 
inventory of ethnic church architecture. Designed by German- 
immigrant architects who were trained to some extent in their native 
country, Trinity church is also representative of the strong cultural, 
social and architectural links between Milwaukee and Germany 
during the late nineteenth century.

Trinity Evangelical
(King Solomon Missionary Baptist) 
2375 N. 4th St.
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Trinity Lutheran (Missouri Synod) 
1046 N. 9th St.

Unquestionably one of the architectural treasures of 1870s German- 
Lutheran church design in America, Trinity is a unique, High 
Victorian Gothic style structure that has achieved national 
recognition for its spectacular interior woodwork and altar 
furnishings. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 
Trinity brims with the religious and ethnic pride of the German- 
Americans for whom the structure was built.

Architect: Frederick Velguth 
Built: 1878



Architect: Fred Graf

Built: 1913
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Washington Park Presbyterian 
(Christian Union Baptist) 
2176 N. 39th St.

Bold, scrolled gables which are the most exuberant of their kind to be 
found on a Milwaukee church, highlight this eye-catching 
Mediterranean Revival style church which is the architectural focal 
point of its surrounding, Sherman Park area neighborhood.
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Zebaoth Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod) 
3885 N. 6th St.

Tall and narrow in its overall massing, Zebaoth has a unique, 
soaring architectural character that is unlike any other Neo-Gothic 
style church in the city. All the more remarkable is the fact that the 
building lacks a tower or steeple and its compelling sense of 
verticality and height is derived mainly from a careful application of 
time-honored architectural proportioning.

Architect: Ernst Weyland
Built: 1930
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Architect: C.F. Ringer

Built: 1883
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Zion Lutheran
(Bethel Baptist) 
2030 W. North Ave.

A distinctive. German-style faceted spire tops the soaring, central tower of 
the former Zion Lutheran Church which is one of the near west side's most 
important examples of German-inspired Gothic Revival architecture. The 
two smaller towers that flank the central tower were added in 1908 to 
complete the German character of the structure. Since its completion, the 
church has been the architectural focal point of the busy, five-points 
intersection where it is located. Zion was built for a German-American 
congregation, but today it serves an African-American congregation.

£



SECONDARY PRIORITY
(A total of 9 structures, in alphabetical order)

Architect: Herman H. Bruns

Built: 1923
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Distinctive scrolled gables highlight this eye-catching Mediterranean 
Revival style structure which is important to the architectural and 
social history of the surrounding Washington Heights neighborhood. 
Originally constructed to serve the west side Jewish community, this 
building is historically significant as one of the few remaining 
structures in the city associated with early Jewish history. It is a 
reminder of the ethnic and religious diversity that have made 
Milwaukee a dynamic and interesting place in which to live.

Beth El Synagogue 
(Union Hill Baptist) 
2190 N. 49th St.

-I |
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Emanu-el B'ne Jeshurun Synagogue 
2419 E. Kenwood Blvd.

The most outstanding extant, historic synagogue in Milwaukee is 
the Temple Emanu-el B'ne Jeshurun. It exemplifies the stately, Neo
classical stone architecture that was preferred for synagogue 
architecture during the early twentieth century which reflected what 
some historians believe to be the general character of the original 
Temple in Jerusalem which was destroyed in 70 A.D. Historically, 
Emanu-el B'ne Jeshurun is significant as a consolidation of two of 
the oldest Jewish congregations in the city.

Architect: RA Messmer & Brother 
Built: 1922

o —
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Emmaus is believed to be the last German-inspired Gothic Revival 
style church built in the city and its continued preservation is 
important in order to better understand the stylistic development of 
this rare form of church design in Milwaukee. The church is also a 
fine, well-preserved reminder of the German ethnic community for 
which it and the surrounding residential neighborhood were built.

Architect: Leiser and Holst 
Built: 1911

I 
hi

Emmaus Lutheran (Missouri Synod) 
2800 N. 23rd St.

I
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Architect: Jacobi and Dohmen

Built: 1905
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Friedens Evangelical 
(Souls Harbor Baptist) 
1244 W. Juneau Ave.

Trimmed with fine architectural terra cotta, this twin-towered 
church was built for a German-speaking Protestant congregation 
and it may have been patterned after nineteenth century churches in 
Germany that in turn were influenced by the famous Gothic 
cathedral in Laon, France. Although the top stage of the west steeple 
was removed in the 1980s, the church is an outstanding 
example of the continuation of European building traditions in 
America.

u



Architect: H. Messmer & Son

Built: 1908
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A fine example of German-inspired Gothic revival style architecture, 
Nazareth Lutheran is one of the best of the neighborhood German 
ethnic churches that were constructed before World War I on the 
north side to accommodate the growing German-American 
community in the city.

Nazareth Lutheran.
(Hopewell Baptist) 
2375 N. 25th St.
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St. John's Episcopal
2612 W. Mineral St.

St. John's is a rare revival of the Early English Gothic style of 
architecture which flourished in Britain during the 13th century. 
The hallmarks of this style are a bold, ground-hugging massing, 
small lancet style windows and a decidedly boxy-looking tower. The 
church is also important because it is fitted with a special set of five 
bells that are rung manually to produce the unique sounds of English 
style "change ringing." These bells are one of the few extant sets of 
their kind in the midwest and are a fine link to a unique, centuries- 
old tradition of bell ringing that began in England.

Architect: Thomas L. Rose
Built: 1932

ISi
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St. Mary's is architecturally significant as the city's oldest known 
extant wooden church and as Milwaukee's only example of 
Ukrainian-influenced ethnic architecture. It was built for a 
Protestant congregation but later personalized for a Ukrainian- 
American parish with a faceted, Ukrainian style "tent" steeple. The 
interior retains some of its rare, original, 1850s woodwork.

St. Mary's Ukrainian Orthodox 
1231W. Scott St.

Architect: Unknown 
Built: Ca. 1859
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Architect: Unknown

Built: 1874
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Salem Evangelical
(St. Michael's Ukrainian Catholic) 
1037 S. 11th St.

This building, already listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places, is significant because it is one of the few surviving churches 
in Milwaukee that was designed with an unusually tall raised 
basement that was used as a meeting hall and social facility. Such 
arrangements were common in the northeastern part of America 
during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, but this 
building tradition never gained wide favor in the Milwaukee area 
which was settled primarily by Germans and central European 
immigrants.
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West Granville Presbyterian
10703 W. Fond du Lac Ave.

Significant as Milwaukee's only surviving example of Italianate style 
church architecture, West Granville Presbyterian is also among the few 
extant structures associated with the historic Town of Granville which is 
now part of the City of Milwaukee. The exterior of this pioneer-era church 
is meticulously maintained and a recent addition to the church has 
preserved the character of the original structure.

Builders: Schroder & Maske 
Built: 1861
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Background History

northwest comer of N. Jackson and E. State Sts. in 1839 but now stands on

active place of worship.
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The first churches in Milwaukee were small, simple in design, and built of 

wood from nearby forests to serve the pioneers who began settling in the 

area during the 1830s. One of the city's earliest surviving wooden churches 

is the former St. Peter's Roman Catholic Cathedral which was built on the

Throughout the nineteenth century, Milwaukeeans frequently built their 

houses and shops around a church as was common in the European towns 

and cities they had come from. Churches, therefore, were pivotal to the 

architectural and economic development of many neighborhoods. In the 

city's East Brady Street commercial district, for example, the earliest and 

best commercial buildings were constructed around St. Hedwig's Roman 

Catholic Church which is located at the northeast corner of East Brady St. 

and N. Humboldt Ave. After more than 110 years, this church is still the 

architectural centerpiece of its surrounding neighborhood.

Substantial brick and masonry churches were erected during the 1840s in 

the city’s first decade of existence and, remarkably, three of the best of those 

early structures are still standing and in excellent condition. The 

Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist (1847) at 812 N. Jackson St. and St. 

Mary's Roman Catholic Church (1847) at 844 North Broadway , which are 

both Milwaukee-designated landmarks, were designed to reflect the simple,

the grounds of the Old World Wisconsin outdoor museum in Eagle where it 

has been meticulously preserved as an architectural monument and an



chaste architectural lines of the German Zopfstil style which was preferred

German-inspired Zopfstil architecture although it is not presently a

Milwaukee-designated landmark. All three of these early structures are

remarkable reminders of the days when Milwaukee was on the edge of the

American frontier.

congregation, it has the distinction of being the oldest known wooden

church still standing in Milwaukee. It is not, however, a Milwaukee-

designated landmark.

The period between the Civil War and World War I, or roughly from about

1865 to 1915, is ostensibly the grand era of church building in Milwaukee

brought some of their building traditions with them from Europe.

During the late nineteenth century, Milwaukee amassed one of America's

best collections of ethnic churches which were built for immigrants to
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at that time by the city's growing German-American ethnic community.

Holy Trinity/Our Lady of Guadelupe (1849), which is located in the Walker's

Point neighborhood at 605 S. 4th St., is also an exceptionally fine example of

The decade of the 1850s is poorly represented by extant church architecture 

in Milwaukee and the city's sole surviving church building constructed 

during that decade is believed to be St. Mary's Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

(1859) located at 1231 W. Scott St. Originally built for a Protestant

when the bulk of the city's most imposing worship structures were 

constructed. The churches built during this era are characterized by an

eclectic mix of architectural styles that reflects the city's rise in economic 

and social importance and the influx of new immigrants to the city who



architecture.

One of the architectural icons of the city's German Roman Catholic ethnic

community is St. Anthony's Church (1877) at 1711 S. 9th St. The
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inventory section of this report are the descriptions of several other 

landmark-quality, Polish-influenced churches.

The city's burgeoning German ethnic community is reflected in 

outstanding religious structures such as Trinity Lutheran Church (1878) 

located at 1046 N. 9th St. which is unquestionably one of the architectural 

treasures of 1870s German-Lutheran church design in America. This 

Victorian Gothic style church is listed on the National Resister of Historic 

Places, but it is not a locally-designated, City of Milwaukee landmark.

reflect the architecture of their homelands in Germany, Poland, the Middle 

East and elsewhere. These unique worship structures are constant visual 

reminders of ethnic pride and the cultural and social diversity that make 

the community an interesting and enriching place in which to live. Most of 

the city's ethnic churches were designed to reflect the various national 

interpretations of Gothic, Romanesque, Renaissance and Baroque styles of

Perhaps the most remarkable ethnic worship structure in Milwaukee is St. 

Josaphat's Basilica (1897), located at 601 W. Lincoln Avenue, which was 

built to reflect the designs of Polish-influenced Renaissance style churches 

of the sixteenth century. This impressive, Milwaukee-designated 

landmark structure features one of the largest domes in the world and 

ranks as one of the nation's greatest monuments to the Polish-American 

community it was built to serve. Included in the historic structures



meticulously-crafted German Gothic Revival church commands as much

attention today as it did more than a century ago when Milwaukeeans

praised it as a "magnificent” structure. Entering the church is like taking

associated with 19th century German builders.

The city’s roster of ethnic worship structures has continued to grow in

recent years although at a pace which is much slower than in the past.

Two newer ethnic religious structures of special interest are St. Mark's

13th Street. St. Mark's, built for a predominantly African-American

congregation, is a unique wooden and masonry structure that was

Islamic architecture and features a soaring, east-facing tower called a

minaret which is topped with a bulbous, onion-like dome.

The Gothic and Romanesque Revival styles dominated the design of the

city's churches for nearly 40 years but after the turn of the century they

gradually began to give way to new architectural tastes and a preference for

smaller worship structures. The new century ushered in the stately Neo-

Classical style, among others, which was

Greek, Roman and Renaissance styles of architecture. Neo-Classical

design churches were built primarily between 1907 and 1925 in
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a trip back to Old World Germany and the designs of the spectacular 

wooden altars and pulpit reflect the flamboyant ornamentation that is

African Methodist Episcopal Church (1966) located at 1616 West Atkinson

Avenue and the Islamic Center of Milwaukee (1995) located at 4707 South

designed to reflect the indigenous architecture of West Africa. The Islamic 

Center, built for an ethnic community with strong ethnic ties to the Middle 

East, is a newly constructed mosque that was designed to reflect traditional

an amalgamation of ancient
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Milwaukee, with the best and most ambitious examples being a group of 

structures built by the Christian Science denomination.

The Neo-Gothic style, which began to appear around 1905 in America was a 

fresh, and decidedly more streamlined approach to the earlier, spiky 

designs of Victorian Gothic style churches. Some historians regard the 

Neo-Gothic style as a unique and scholarly synthesis of American and 

European church architecture. One of the first churches in Milwaukee to

The First Church of Christ, Scientist, located at 1451 N. Prospect is an 

outstanding, Neo-classical structure built to the highest construction and 

design standards of its day. Looking much like an ancient Roman bath, the 

building exemplifies some of the city's best extant stone craftsmanship 

from the first decade of the twentieth century. Perhaps one of the most 

imposing Neo-Classical style religious structures in Milwaukee is the 

Third Church of Christ, Scientist (1913) located at 2722 W. Highland Blvd, 

which features a huge dome-topped auditorium. The design of the building 

is reputedly based on that of the renowned Pantheon in Rome which was 

constructed in the second century A.D.

reflect this new style is Redeemer Lutheran (1908) which is located at 1905 

W. Wisconsin Ave. The structure derives much of its character from a very 

careful application of time-honored architectural proportioning methods 

which had been passed down over many centuries.

Churches designed in the English and Tudor Revival styles were also 

popular from around the turn of the century to about 1940. Good examples 

of English Revival style church architecture of that era include St. George's



W. Mineral St.

decades earlier.

74City of Steeples

Episcopal (1915), which is now the Evergreen Missionary Baptist church 

located at 1138 W. Center St., and St. John's Episcopal (1932) located at 2612

The end of the era for building tail-tower churches of traditional design in 

Milwaukee was marked by the completion of St. Adalbert's (1930) at 1923 W. 

Becher St. and St. Sebastian's (1931) at 5418 W. Washington Blvd. St. 

Adalbert's is a late, Polish-influenced Romanesque Revival structure, and 

St. Sebastian's is perhaps the city's most exuberant expression of Neo

Gothic style church design.

The Great Depression and the onset of World War II almost brought the 

construction of new churches to a halt during the 1930s and early 1940s. 

After World War II, however, church building in Milwaukee resumed to 

meet the needs of the city's expanding population. Churches built in the 

late 1940s intially differed little in terms of design from churches built 

before the Great Depression. Unity Lutheran Church, for example, located 

at 1007-25 at E. Oklahoma Ave., is a fine, late Neo-Gothic style structure 

completed in 1949 that could easily be mistaken for a church built two

The preference for conservatively-designed churches in the late 1940s 

quickly gave way to new architectural tastes in the 1950s that favored 

modern styles of architecture which essentially discarded the tenets of 

traditional church design. Perhaps the most striking example of modern 

style church architecture in Milwaukee is the earth-sheltered design of the 

Central United Methodist Church (1982) which is located at 639 N. 25th St.
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Despite the preference for modern style churches in recent years, 

Milwaukee's most architecturally significant church built in the post

World War II era is St. Sava's Serbian Orthodox Cathedral located near the 

southwest comer of S. 51st St. and W. Oklahoma Ave. This remarkable, 

Serbian-Byzantine Revival style limestone structure was begun in 1956 and 

is now nearly complete. St. Sava's ranks as one of America's most

outstanding ethnic style churches and it is a testament to the 

accomplishments of the large Serbian-American population in the 

Milwaukee area. The interior features some of the best and most extensive

mosaic work to be found in any American church that has been built since 

the end of World War II.

Its poured concrete walls and roof are covered by mounds of earth that 

support a wide variety of prairie grass and other wild vegetation. The 

architecture of this unusual, energy-efficient structure has virtually 

nothing in common with traditional, tail-towered churches, yet it is 

reminiscent of the primitive, sod-covered houses built by American 

pioneers in the nineteenth century.

In sum, the best of Milwaukee's older worship structures represent an 

enviable standard of architectural excellence that has been achieved in only 

a few areas of the country. These buildings stand as a remarkable record of 

the city's diverse architectural, social and ethnic history over the past 

century and a half and their continued preservation is vital for the city's 

future.



Preservation Plan

• Promote tours that highlight the architecture of Milwaukee's

historic churches.
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The fact that so many of the city's fine, older churches have been diligently 

maintained by their owners is compelling evidence of the strong sentiments 

that exist in the community for the continued preservation of these 

structures. Changes in economic conditions and attitudes toward religion, 

however, have admittedly made it increasingly difficulty in recent years to 

preserve and maintain many historic places of worship.

The following recommendations may assist in the preservation of historic 

worship structures in Milwaukee:

• Nominate structures to the local, City of Milwaukee landmarks 

register and to the National Register of Historic places as means to 

promote, identify and preserve and generate pride in worship 

structures that are historically and architecturally significant.

• Encourage the floodlighting of historic churches in order to 

enliven the structures and their neighborhoods at night.



• Encourage adaptive reuse, if necessary.

City of Steeples 77

A creative and sensitive reuse of a City of Milwaukee landmark worship 

structure is exemplified by the case of Grand Avenue Congregational 

Church (1888) which is located at 2333 W. Wisconsin Ave. The original 

congregation, which dwindled over the years, now shares its stately

the historic interior character of a worship structure is less preferable, but 

acceptable if no other means of preservation is possible. Worship 

structures have been successfully reused for community centers, daycare 

centers, schools, apartments and offices with the exterior preserved intact 

or sensitively altered to accommodate their new function.

• Encourage two or more congregations to share the use and 

maintenance of an historic worship structure.

• Encourage owners of historic worship buildings to network with 

preservation groups such as Inspired Partnerships, a national, 

ecumenical group aimed at dealing with the social, economic 

technical difficulties encountered in preserving older worship 

structures.

It is always preferable to maintain a worship structure for its original 

purpose whenever possible but in the event that is not feasible, then a 

sensitive, alternative use of the building is encouraged. Ideally, any reuse 

of a landmark-quality worship structure should result in little or no 

alteration to its historic interior and exterior features. A reuse that alters



building.

they currently need, the members of Calvary recently decided to share their

facility with Elmbrook Nondenominational Church which is one of the

largest and fastest-growing congregations in the state. Elmbrook plans to

keep its church in the Town of Brookfield and establish a satellite ministry

churches in Milwaukee.
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Romanesque Revival church with an Irish ethnic group that bought the 

structure for use as a cultural center. The preservation of the church

building seems assured for the foreseeable future and hopefully the new 

use will result in few or no alterations at all to the historic interior of the

Another innovative example of a shared-facility arrangement is taking 

shape at Calvary Presbyterian Church (1870) located at 935 W. Wisconsin 

Ave. Faced with the fact that their church building is much larger than

at Calvary. The example of this partnership could encourage other 

suburban congregations to undertake similar ventures which could, in 

turn, lead to significant advancements in the effort to preserve older



Impact of Losing Historic Worship Structures

the 1-794 off-ramp and N. Jackson St.

79City of Steeples

was specifically built to serve the city's early Italian-American community. 

It was demolished in 1967, under protest from its parishioners, to make 

way for the 1-794 expressway and today, nearly three decades later, the loss 

of the historic building is still mourned by the city's Italian ethnic 

community. The lingering emotional attachment to the church is reflected 

by the fact that fresh-cut flowers are frequently placed around a small 

shrine that was erected to commemorate the structure at the intersection of

Preserving an older, historic church may be a challenging, if not daunting 

task, but the alternative of indiscrimnately demolishing the structure 

carries the potential of significant, long-term social and economic costs that 

may include:

One case in point is the loss of the Blessed Virgin of Pompeii Roman

Catholic Church (1900) that stood in the 500 block of North Jackson St. and

• A loss of social and economic activity in the neighborhood where the 

building was located

• A decline in civic pride

• Anger towards the authority figures associated with the demolition

Many Milwaukeeans are also still upset by the loss in 1977 of St. Jacobi 

Lutheran Church (1906) which stood at S. 13th and W. Mitchell Sts. This 

splendid, red brick, twin towered, Gothic Revival style structure was 

demolished to make way for a modern style, outdoor green market that was



Mitchell Street business district and its loss created an unsettling void in

the physical character of one of the city's most historic commercial strips.

Many historians believe that the loss of the church and its congregation

dealt a major blow to the economy of Mitchell St. which, in turn has

complicated the task today of revitalizing this once-thriving business

district.
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St. Jacobi Lutheran Church, 1321 W. Mitchell St., razed, 1977
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never very successful and, in turn, had to be demolished and replaced with 

new retail stores. Architecturally, the church defined the west end of the
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The construction of freeways in Milwaukee during the 1950s and 1960s took 

a heavy toll on many landmark-quality worship structures. It is believed, 

for example, that the neighborhood around N. 12th and W. Walnut Sts.

possessed one of the nation's greatest concentrations of historic synagogues 

until they were wiped out to build the 1-43 freeway.

Two other architectural gems lost to the construction of the 1-43 freeway in 

the early 1960s were St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church, located at N. 

11th and W. Cherry Sts., and Spring Street Methodist Church which stood

in the 1000 block of W. Wisconsin Ave. St. Joseph's was regarded by some 

historians as Milwaukee's finest example of German-inspired 

Romanesque Revival style church architecture and its original builders 

had claimed that it was constructed to last for centuries.

the local landmark register cannot be demolished or significantly altered 

without permission from the Historic Preservation Commission. It is still

possible, however, to demolish a church on the local landmark register, but 

before that can happen all reasonable attempts to save the structure must 

be exhausted.

In summary, the local landmark ordinance is designed to mitigate the 

indiscriminate demolition of historic structures. A church nominated to



FIRST PRIORITY CHURCHES

Historic name in bold face; current name, if different, in parentheses

Architect: John Roth, Jr.

Built: 1899

Architect: Haeuer & Roth

Buht: 1906

Architect: Solon S. Beman

Built: 1907

Architect: H.C. Hensel

Built: 1901

Architect: Crane & Barkhausen

BuUt: 1891
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1. Calvary Presbyterian
935 W. Wisconsin Ave.

2. Christ Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod)
2235 W. Greenfield Ave.

3. Concordia Avenue Evangelical
(St. John Concordia C. M.E.) 
300 W. Concordia Ave.

7. Grace Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod)
1203 N. Broadway

9. Holy Ghost Lutheran (Missouri Synod)
547 W. Concordia Ave.

Most essential for local landmark designation 
(A total of 50 structures, in alphabetical order)

4. Epiphany Lutheran 
(All People's Church) 
2600 N. 2nd St.

8. First German Methodist Episcopal
(Rehoboth Apostolic)
1102 N. 21st St.,

5. First Church of Christ, Scientist
(Renaissance Place) 
1451 N. Prospect Ave.

6. Emanuel Methodist Episcopal
(Bethlehem Temple)
222 E. Center St.

Architect: Koch & Hess
Built: 1870

Architect: Frederick Velguth 
Built: 1901

Architect: H.C. Koch & Co.
Built: 1900

Architect: Leiser & Holst
Built: 1905



Architect: Leiser & Holst

Built: 1919

Architect: Edward V. Koch

Built: 1894
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10. Holy Rosary Roman Catholic
2011 N. Oakland Ave.

12. Immanuel Baptist 
(Tabernacle Baptist) 
2500 W. Medford Ave.

15. Redeemer Lutheran (ELCA)
1905 W. Wisconsin Ave.

18. St. Adalbert Roman Catholic
1923 W. Becher St.

Architect: Unknown 
Built:

13. Immanuel Presbyterian
1100 N. Astor St.

20. St. Catherine Roman Catholic
8685 N. 76th Place.

Architect: E. Brielmaier & Sons
Built: 1923

11. Holy Trinity/Our Lady of Guadalupe
605 S. 4th St.

14. Our Savior's Lutheran
(Iglesia Apostolica)
835 W. Scott St.

16. Reformation Lutheran (ELCA) 
2201 N. 35th St.

17. St. Ann's Roman Catholic
2477 N. 36th St.

19. St. Benedict the Moor Roman Catholic
924 W. State St.

21. SS. Cyril & Methodius Roman Catholic 
1547 W. Windlake

Architect: Francis Gurda
Built: 1930

Architect: Bernard Kolpacki 
Built: 1893

Architect: Victor Schulte
Built: 1849

Architect: E.T. Mix 
Built: 1873

Architect: Brust & Philipp 
Built: 1919

Architect: E.T. Mix & Co.
Built: 1885

Architect: Schuchardt & Judell
Built: 1915

Architect: G. Tatsch
Built: 1908



Architect: Walter Memmler

Bmlt: 1915

Architect: Unknown

Built: Ca. 1450

Built: 1896
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28. St. Joseph's Convent Chapel 
1515 S. Layton Blvd.

23. St. George's Episcopal 
(Evergreen Missionary Baptist) 
1138 W. Center St.

25. St. Hyacinth Roman Catholic 
1414 W. Becher St.

29. St. Leo's Roman Catholic
2470 W. Locust St.

31. St. Lawrence Roman Catholic
1434 S. Layton Blvd.

26. St. Joan of Arc Chapel
South of W. Wisconsin Ave. at 15th St. 
on the Marquette University campus.

22. St. Francis Roman Catholic
1933 N. 4th St.

24. St George's Syrian Catholic 
1615 W. State St.

Architect: E. Brielmaier
Built: 1917

Architect: Brust & Philipp 
Built: 1915

Architect: Emil B. LaCroix 
BuRt: 1924

Architect: William Schickel 
Bunt: 1876

Architect: Henry Messmer 
Built: 1882

Architect: E. Brielmaier & Sons 
Bunt: 1905

27. St John's Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod) Architect: Unknown 
4001 S. 68th St.

30. St. Lucas Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod) Architect: Schnetzky & Liebert
2605 S. Kinnickinnic Ave. Budt: 1888

32. St. Martini Lutheran (Missouri Synod) Architect: H. P. Schnetzky
1500 S. 16th St. Bunt: 1887



Architect: OttoUeling

Built: 1901

Architect: H. Schmidt & Sons

Built: 1909

Architect: Carl Barkhausen

Built: 1913
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35. St. Paul's Episcopal
904 E. Knapp St.

37. SS. Peter and Paul Roman Catholic
2490 N. Cramer St.

39. St. Sebastian's Roman Catholic
5418 W. Washington Blvd.

41. St. Stephen's Roman Catholic
5876 S. Howell Ave.

34. St Patrick's Roman Catholic
1105 S. 7th St.

43. Second Church of Christ 
(East Side Baptist) 
2409 E. Park Pl.

33. St. Michael's Roman Catholic 
1445 N. 24th St.

36. St. Peter's Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod) 
1203 S. 8th St.

38. St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
3201S. 51st St.

40. St. Stephen's Lutheran 
(Missouri Synod) 

1136 S. 5th St.

44. Second Church of Christ, Scientist
(St. Luke Emanuel Baptist) 
2722 W. Highland Blvd.

42. St. Vincent De Paul Roman Catholic
2114 S. 21st St..

Architect: Druiding 
Built: 1884

Architect: Schnetzky & Liebert 
Built: 1893

Architect: E. T. Mix 
Built: 1882

Architect: Erhard Brielmaier
Built: 1890

Architect: Lefebvre & Wiggins 
Built: 1956

Architect: Bernard Kolpacki 
Built: 1900

Architect: James Eagan
Built: 1893

Architect: Herbst & Kuenzli
Built: 1931

Architect: Andrew Elleson
Built: 1885



Architect: Schnetzky & Liebert

Built: 1892

Architect: Fred Graf

Built: 1913

Architect: C.F. Ringer

Built: 1883
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47. Trinity Lutheran (Missouri Synod) 
1046 N. 9th St.

50. Zion Lutheran 
(Bethel Baptist) 
2030 W. North Ave.

45. Summerfield United Methodist
728 E. Juneau Ave.

49. Zebaoth Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod) 
3885 N. 6th St.

46. Trinity Evangelical
(King Solomon Missionary Baptist) 
2375 N. 4th St.

48. Washington Park Presbyterian 
(Christian Union Baptist) 
2176 N. 39th St.

Architect: Turnbull & Jones
Built: 1904

Architect: Ernst Weyland
Built: 1930

Architect: Frederick Velguth
Built: 1878



SECONDARY PRIORITY

(A total of 9 structures, in alphabetical order)

Architect: Herman H. Bruns

Built: 1923

2. Emanu-el B'ne Jeshurun Synagogue

2419 E. Kenwood Blvd. Built: 1922

Architect: Jacobi and Dohmen

Built: 1905

Architect: H. Messmer & Son

Built: 1908

Architect: Unknown

Built: 1874
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6. St. John’s Episcopal
2612 W. Mineral St.

4. Friedens Evangelical 
(Souls Harbor Baptist) 
1244 W. Juneau Ave.

Architect: R.A. Messmer & 
Brother

1. Beth El Synagogue 
(Union Hill Baptist) 
2190 N. 49th St.

Architect: Unknown 
Budt: Ca. 1859

9. West Granville Presbyterian
10703 W. Fond du Lac Ave.

3. Emmaus Lutheran
2800 N. 23rd St.

5. Nazareth Lutheran
(Hopewell Baptist) 
2375 N. 25th St.

7. St. Mary's Ukrainian Orthodox 
1231W. Scott St.

8. Salem Evangelical
(St. Michael's Ukrainian Catholic) 
1037 S. 11th St.

Architect: Leiser and Holst
Built: 1911

Builders: Schroder & Maske 
Budt: 1861

Architect: Thomas L. Rose 
Bunt: 1932



Citv-Designated Worship Structures

Architect: Herman Bruns

Built: 1925

3. Calvary Cemetery Chapel

Built: 1899

Architect: Van Ryn & DeGelleke

Built: 1917
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10. St. Anthony's Roman Catholic
N. 9th and W. Mitchell Sts.

(Part of Mitchell St. Historic District)

2. Beth Israel Synagogue 
(Greater Galilee Baptist) 
2432 N. Teutonia Ave.

5. Fourth Church of Christ, Scientist
2519 E. Kenwood Blvd.

6. Gesu Roman Catholic
1145 W. Wisconsin Ave.

7. Grand Avenue Congregational
2133 W. Wisconsin Ave.

1. All Saints Cathedral Complex
828 E. Juneau Ave.

4. First Unitarian
1342 N. Astor St.

Architect: Victory Schulte 
Bxult: 1847,1866

Architect: Fridolin Heer
Built: 1877

9. Old St. Mary's Roman Catholic
844 N. Broadway

5503 W. Blue Mound Rd.
(Part of Calvary Cemetery Historic District)

8. Immanuel Reformed Church
(Greater Mt. Zion Baptist) 
2479 N. Sherman Blvd.

(Part of Sherman Blvd. Historic District)

Architect: E. Brielmaier & 
Sons

Architect: E.T. Mix 
BuUt: 1868

Architect: Charles Draper Faulkner 
Bruit: 1929

Architect: E.T. Mix 
Budt: 1888

Architect: Ferry & Clas 
Bunt: 1891

Architect: H.C. Koch & Co.
Bunt: 1892



Architect: Erhard Brielmaier

601 W. Lincoln Ave. Built: 1897
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11. St. Casimir's Roman Catholic
2604 N. Bremen St.

13. St. James Episcopal
839 W. Wisconsin Ave.

14. St. John the Evangelist
Roman Catholic Cathedral

812 N. Jackson St.

16. St. Josaphat Roman Catholic
Basilica

15. St. John's Lutheran
804 W. VlietSt.

18. Salem Lutheran
6814 N. 107th St.

17. St. Stanislaus Roman Catholic
1681S. 5th St.

(Part of Mitchell St. Historic District)

Architect: Gordon W. Lloyd 
Built: 1867

Architect: E. Brielmaier & Sons
Built: 1899

Architect: Victor Schulte
BuUt: 1847

Architect: H.P. Schnetzky
BuUt: 1889

Architect: Leonard Schmidtner 
Bunt: 1872

Architect: Unknown
Bunt: 1863

12. St. Hedwig Roman Catholic Architect: Henry Messmer
1704 N. Humboldt Ave. Bunt: 1886

(Part of E. Brady St. Historic District)



19. Sherman Park Lutheran Church

Architect: Buemming & Guth
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20. Sixth Church of Christ, Scientist
1036 N. Van Buren

21. Sherman Blvd. Congregational
(Community Baptist)
2249 N. Sherman Blvd. Built: 1924

(Part of Sherman Blvd. Historic District)

22. Third Church of Christ, Scientist Architect: Frank Howend
2915 N. Sherman Blvd. Built: 1923

(Part of Sherman Blvd. Historic District)

23. Trinity Presbyterian Architect: H. Haeuser: H. Ollrogge
3302 N. Sherman Blvd. Built: 1935; 1957

(Part of Sherman Blvd. Historic District)

Architect: Elmer Grey
Built: 1902

Architect: Velguth & 
Papenthien

2703 N. Sherman Blvd. Built! 1928
(Part of Sherman Blvd. Historic District)



National Register-designated Worship Structures

Architect: Herman H. Bruns

Built: 1925

Architect: Solon S. Beman

Built: 1907

Architect: Crane & Barkhausen

Built: 1891
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1. All Saints Episcopal Cathedral Complex 
804-828 E. Juneau Ave.

2. Ascension Lutheran
1236 S. Layton Blvd.

(Part of Layton Blvd. Historic District)

3. Beth Israel Synagogue 
(Greater Galilee Baptist) 
2432 N. Teutonia Ave.

7. Faith Lutheran
1000 S. Layton Blvd.

(Part of Layton Blvd. Historic District)

6. Epiphany Lutheran
2600 N. 2nd St.

(Part of N. 1st St. Historic District)

8. First Church of Christ, Scientist
(Renaissance Place) 
1451 N. Prospect Ave.

10. First Unitarian Church
1009 E. Ogden St.

4. Calvary Presbyterian Church
935 W. Wisconsin Ave.

9. First German Methodist Episcopal 
(Rehoboth Apostolic) 
1102 N. 21st St.

5. Christ Lutheran
2235 W. Greenfield Ave.

Architect: Anton Dohmen
Built: 1922

Architect: Koch and Hess
Built: 1870

Architect: E.T. Mix
Built: 1868

Architect: Frederick Velguth 
Built: 1901

Architect: John Roth, Jr. 
Built: 1906

Architect: Leiser & Holst
Built: 1922

Architect: Ferry & Clas
Built: 1891



Architect: Messmer and Sons

Built: 1886
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13. Grand Avenue Congregational Church
2133 W. Wisconsin Ave.

12. Gesu Roman Catholic Church
1145 W. Wisconsin Ave.

18. Redeemer Lutheran
2633 W. Rogers St.

(Part of Layton Blvd. Historic District)

21. St. James Episcopal Church
833 W. Wisconsin Ave.

17. Old St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church
844 N. Broadway

20. St. Hedwig Roman Catholic Church 
Church Complex

1704 N. Humboldt Ave.

19. St. George Melkite Catholic Church 
1617 W. State St.

11. Forest Home Cemetery Chapel Architect: Ferry & Clas
2405 W. Forest Home Ave. Built: 1890

(Part of Forest Home Cemetery and Chapel Historic District)

14. Holy Trinity/Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Roman Catholic Church

605 S. 4th St.

15. Immanuel Presbyterian Church
1100 N. Astor St.

Architect: Victor Schulte
Built: 1847; 1866

Architect: E. Brielmaier & Sons 
BuUt: 1917

Architect: H.C. Koch and Co.
Bunt: 1892

Architect: E.T. Mix 
Bunt: 1888

Architect: E.T. Mix 
Bunt: 1873

Architect: Kirchoff & Rose 
Bunt: 1921

Architect: Frederick Velguth
Biult: 1906

Architect: Gordon W. Lloyd 
Bunt: 1867

Architect: Victor Schulte 
Bunt: 1849

16. Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
5327 W. Washington Blvd.

(Part of Washington and Hi-Mount Blvd. Historic District)



Architect: Victor Schulte

Built: 1847

2490 N. Cramer St. Built: 1890
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23. St. John the Evangelist
Roman Catholic Cathedral

812 N. Jackson St.

24. St. Josaphat Roman Catholic Basilica
601 W. Lincoln Ave.

25. St. Joseph's Convent Chapel
1515 S. Layton Blvd.

(Part of Layton Blvd. Historic District)

26. St. Lawrence Roman Catholic
1434 S. Layton Blvd.

(Part of Layton Blvd. Historic District)

28. St. Martini Lutheran Church
1557 W. Orchard St.

30. St. Paul's Episcopal Church
904 E. Knapp St.

32. SS. Peter and Paul
Roman Catholic Church Complex

22. St. John's Lutheran Church Complex 
804 W. Vliet St.

27. St. Marcus Lutheran
2215 N. Palmer St.

(Part of Brewer's Hill Historic district)

31. St. Peter's Lutheran Church Complex 
1204 S. 8th St.

29. St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church 
1105 S. 7th St.

Architect: H.A. Messmer & 
Sons

Architect: H. P. Schnetzky
Built: 1889

Architect: E. Brielmaier
Built: 1897

Architect: E. Brielmaier & Sons
Built: 1905

Architect: Brust & Philipp 
Built: 1914

Architect: Leiser & Holst 
Budt: 1913

Architect: H.P. Schnetzky 
Built: 1887

Architect: James J. Egan 
Built: 1893

Architect: E.T. Mix 
Built: 1882

Architect: Andrew Elleson
Built: 1885



Architect: Otto Uehling

Built: 1901

Architect: Unknown

Built: 1874

Architect: Carl Barkhausen

Built: 1913

Architect: Unknown

Built: 1887
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34. St. Stephen's Lutheran Church 
Complex

36. Second Church of Christ, Scientist 
(St. Luke Emanuel Baptist) 
2722 W. Highland Blvd.

38. Trinity Lutheran Church 
1046 N. 9th St.

1136 S. 5th St.
(Part of Walker's Point Historic District)

33. St. Sebastian's
Roman Catholic Chinch Architect: Herbst & Kuenzli

5418 W. Washington Blvd. Built: 1931
(Part of Washington and Hi-Mount Blvd. Historic District)

35. Salem Evangelical Church 
(St. Michael's Ukrainian Catholic) 
1037 S. 11th St..

Architect: Frederick Velguth 
BuBt: 1878

37. Second German Methodist Episcopal 
(New Holy Ghost Tabernacle) 
140 W. Garfield Ave.

(Part of Brewer's Hill Historic district)
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