
Upon request, this material is available in alternative formats  
for individuals with disabilities. Please contact (414) 286-3475  
or ADACoordinator@milwaukee.gov. 

Milwaukee is a city built on water.
 With three rivers and a Great Lake, 

water plays a key role in the city’s history, 
identity, and economy.

Contact: Alexis Laverdiere,  
Water Sustainability Program Coordinator

allaver@milwaukee.gov

Partners:
Milwaukee’s success as a Water Centric City is built  
on collaboration. Government, academia, businesses, 
and non-profits are all working together to make 
Milwaukee a world-class center of water innovation 
and restoration. The following are only a sample of  
the many organizations helping on water.  

The Fund for Lake Michigan

Harbor District, Inc.

Marquette University’s Water Law  
and Policy Initiative

Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD)

Milwaukee Riverkeeper

Milwaukee Water Commons

Reflo Sustainable Water Solutions 

The Southeastern Wisconsin Watersheds Trust, Inc. 
(Sweet Water)

The Water Council

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee  
School of Freshwater Sciences

University of Wisconsin Water Resources Institute
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Water Leadership

Arts, Talent, Culture  
& Education

Water Technology

Green Infrastructure

Applied Water  
Research & Policy  

Fishable, Swimmable  
Rivers & Water Bodies

Sustainable & Healthy 
Water Supply 

Learn more about each principle and action being 
taken in Milwaukee at milwaukee.gov/WCC

The Seven Principles of  
a Water Centric City

The City of Milwaukee’s Water Centric Cities 
Initiative recognizes the importance of water  
as essential to a sustainable and resilient future. 
Water Centric Cities showcase leadership in 
managing natural water resource assets in a 
sustainable and resilient way.
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Pollution Prevention
Plastics - Every year, 22 million pounds of plastic 
pollution enters the Great Lakes, half of which flows 
into Lake Michigan alone. Like in many communities, 
you can see this pollution littering our beaches, our 
streets, and our waterways every day. Plastic never 
truly decomposes, but breaks into smaller pieces 
called “microplastics” that end up in our water, food, 
and bodies.

Milwaukee Action
Milwaukee Straw Law - The State of Wisconsin 
limits the ability of the City to regulate single-use 
plastics. However, in 2020, Milwaukee did pass a 
law prohibiting food establishments from providing 
customers with single-use, plastic straws. Exemptions 
do apply. Read more at milwaukee.gov/StrawLaw.

Plastic-Free MKE Coalition - ECO is proud to be 
a core organizing member of the Plastic-Free MKE 
movement. Get involved by taking the pledge to be 
Plastic-Free, talk to a local business about the Lake 
Friendly Business Program, or get your community 
connected with the Lake Friendly Neighborhood 
Program. Get started at plasticfreemke.org.

Organize Green Events - Read the City of 
Milwaukee’s Green Events Guide to purchase, plan, 
and promote sustainably. Find it at milwaukee.gov/
GreenEvents.

Arts, Talent, Culture,  
and Education

The Water Current Walking Tour
Discover Milwaukee’s water story with this self-
guided walking tour that includes educational signs 
and artwork to guide visitors to the Walker’s Point 
neighborhood, along the Water Technology District, 
and into the Harbor District to experience the city’s 
various water-related assets, including the Global 
Water Center, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
School of Freshwater Sciences, and Harbor View Plaza.

Tour Stops Include:

Green Infrastructure
What Is It?
Climate change will increase heavy rainfall in the  
Midwest, creating flood risk. In urban areas, 
impervious surface like parking lots prevents water 
from being absorbed into the ground, accelerating 
runoff into sewers and waterways and causing 
pollution. Milwaukee has 163.4 miles of shoreline and 
nearly half of the city was measured as impervious 
surface in 2015.

To reduce these threats, the City is adding green 
infrastructure—rain gardens, cisterns, and green 
roofs—to allow water to be absorbed by the ground. 
Other benefits are improved air quality, reduced 
summer temperatures, beautification, and recreation.

City Action
The Milwaukee Green Infrastructure Plan was adopted 
in 2019 with the goal of capturing 36 million gallons of 
stormwater by 2023. Read more at milwaukee.gov/GI.

Key Takeaways:
• Funding is prioritized for green streets, schoolyards, 

and parking lots
• All large developments and redevelopments are 

required to capture the first 1/2 inch of rainfall 
using green infrastructure

• The City partners with local organizations to 
support training and job opportunities for residents

Reflo

Harley-Davidson 
Davidson Museum 
(400 W. Canal St.)

Rockwell Automation 
Headquarters 
(1201 S. 2nd St.)

Confluence Point  
(106 W. Seeboth St.)

Boone & Crockett 
(818 S. Water St.)

Use the Water Tour Map to plan your trip!  
Take a Virtual Tour at milwaukee.gov/WaterTour.

Paliafito  
Eco-Arts Park  
(315 W. Walker St.)

Harbor View  
Plaza (600 E. 
Greenfield Ave.)

Global Water 
Center (247 W. 
Freshwater Way)

Fishable, Swimmable 
Rivers & Water Bodies
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