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S. 27 St. from W. Howard Ave. to the Bridge  
over the Union Pacific Railroad 

 
Project Overview: 
The project will consist of removing the existing pavement and reconstructing with concrete pavement. Each 36-foot 
roadway will be widened by two feet to provide a bicycle accommodation. Bike lanes will not be marked. New curb 
and gutter, driveway approaches and sidewalk will be constructed at most locations. Storm sewer inlets and their 
adjacent laterals will be replaced. Various improvements will include: decorative crosswalks at W. Morgan Ave.,  
W. Oklahoma Ave., the Kinnickinnic River Parkway and W. Oklahoma Ave.  Landpscaping, planting and traffic 
upgrades are also planned. The bridge over the Kinnickinnic River will be rehabilitated and the culvert under  
W. Loomis Rd. intersection will be repaired. W. Loomis Rd. will also be reconstructed from S. 27 St. to a point 
approximately 450 feet west of S. 27 St. with this project. 
 
Project History: 
The need for repairs in this area has been under consideration for a few years. The existing pavement is  
deteriorating and there is severe rutting, rippling, and shoving at bus stop locations. Severe reflective cracking is 
present throughout the entire length of the project. The underlying concrete base is heaving at several locations.  
The bridge over the Kinninkinnic River is in need of rehabilitation, as well as the culvert under the  
W. Loomis Rd. intersection. 
 
Sustainable Aspects of Project: 
The S. 27 St. project will contain ten bioretention facilities (bioswales) located on the boulevards. The bioretention 
facilities contain landscape elements designed to remove silt and pollution from surface runoff water. They consist of 
a swaled drainage course with gently sloped sides and filled with vegetation, compost and rocks. The water!s flow 
path, along with the wide and shallow ditch, is designed to maximize the time water spends in the swale, which aids 
the trapping of pollutants and silt. This results in less pollutants being captured in the drains and sewers. The overall 
intent is to lessen the amount of storm water (rain) runoff that enters the storm water collection system (i.e., MMSD 
deep tunnels) and its level of contamination, which goes to the wastewater treatment facility. 
 
Traffic Control: 
There will be one lane of traffic in each direction during construction. There will be no on street parking along  
S. 27 St. during the construction period. The west side of the median will be done first, then traffic will switch over, 
and the east side will be done. 
 
Working Hours: 
With the exception of holidays, no daily restrictions exist. Work is allowed from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
No work on weekdays, without prior approval. 
 
Estimated Cost:  
$9,500,000 

 

Start Date: Spring 2014! Completion Date: Fall 2014!
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South 5th Street Construction Update

The South 5th Street, West Virginia Street to West Scott Street paving proj-
ect began on July 5th, 2016 preceded by three months of utility and under-
ground conduit work.  The majority of the paving work has been completed 
but some driveways and sidewalks need to be installed north of West 
National Avenue.  Some private utility work on the side streets will also be 
addressed. Permanent street lights have been placed on the east side of 
South 5th Street and are being installed on the west side of the street. As a 
result of the widening of the sidewalks, parallel parking is replacing the an-
gle parking on both sides of the street.  The parking regulations will remain 
the same.

DPW’s Forestry Services Division will continue to plant trees along the side-
walks this fall and bioswale plants will be installed next spring. Both will add 
natural beauty along the corridor.

The Support for Business Program (SFB) has been working with local business-
es to help maintain access and provide signage to encourage patronage. SFB 
formulated an agreement with Milwaukee Public Schools to utilize the parking 
lot of Lynde and Harry Bradley Technology and Trade School (Bradley Tech), 
located on 4th and Bruce Street, for employees and customers.

During the construction project new businesses have opened and an an-
nouncement of additional business has been made. Urban Harvest Brewing 
Company opened in June and Mobcraft Brewery opened In September. 
Hamburger Mary’s has moved into the La Perla Restaurant space.  A new 
Fuel Café will join the restaurant scene sometime this winter.

The South 5th Street project has been impacted by weather and continued 
private utility work. The project is anticipated to be completed by Thanks-
giving, weather permitting.

Construction Supervisor	  Lynn DesJardins	 Ldesjardins@milwaukee.gov 	 414-708-3885
Lead Project Inspector	 Greg Bartelme 	 Gbarte@milwaukee.gov	 414-708-3895
Support for Business Liaison   	 Cecilia Gilbert        	 Cecilia.Gilbert@milwaukee.gov	 414-708-2295

Sidewalks, driveways and light poles installed on the east 
side of South 5th Street.

Pouring of concrete around manhole which contains 
underground conduit.

Mobcraft Brewery and Hamburger Mary’s are open for business. Signs to inform the public of parking on the 
Bradley Tech parking lot.

Access sign for 
businesses located 
on South 5th.


