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S. 27 St. from W. Howard Ave. to the Bridge  
over the Union Pacific Railroad 

 
Project Overview: 
The project will consist of removing the existing pavement and reconstructing with concrete pavement. Each 36-foot 
roadway will be widened by two feet to provide a bicycle accommodation. Bike lanes will not be marked. New curb 
and gutter, driveway approaches and sidewalk will be constructed at most locations. Storm sewer inlets and their 
adjacent laterals will be replaced. Various improvements will include: decorative crosswalks at W. Morgan Ave.,  
W. Oklahoma Ave., the Kinnickinnic River Parkway and W. Oklahoma Ave.  Landpscaping, planting and traffic 
upgrades are also planned. The bridge over the Kinnickinnic River will be rehabilitated and the culvert under  
W. Loomis Rd. intersection will be repaired. W. Loomis Rd. will also be reconstructed from S. 27 St. to a point 
approximately 450 feet west of S. 27 St. with this project. 
 
Project History: 
The need for repairs in this area has been under consideration for a few years. The existing pavement is  
deteriorating and there is severe rutting, rippling, and shoving at bus stop locations. Severe reflective cracking is 
present throughout the entire length of the project. The underlying concrete base is heaving at several locations.  
The bridge over the Kinninkinnic River is in need of rehabilitation, as well as the culvert under the  
W. Loomis Rd. intersection. 
 
Sustainable Aspects of Project: 
The S. 27 St. project will contain ten bioretention facilities (bioswales) located on the boulevards. The bioretention 
facilities contain landscape elements designed to remove silt and pollution from surface runoff water. They consist of 
a swaled drainage course with gently sloped sides and filled with vegetation, compost and rocks. The water!s flow 
path, along with the wide and shallow ditch, is designed to maximize the time water spends in the swale, which aids 
the trapping of pollutants and silt. This results in less pollutants being captured in the drains and sewers. The overall 
intent is to lessen the amount of storm water (rain) runoff that enters the storm water collection system (i.e., MMSD 
deep tunnels) and its level of contamination, which goes to the wastewater treatment facility. 
 
Traffic Control: 
There will be one lane of traffic in each direction during construction. There will be no on street parking along  
S. 27 St. during the construction period. The west side of the median will be done first, then traffic will switch over, 
and the east side will be done. 
 
Working Hours: 
With the exception of holidays, no daily restrictions exist. Work is allowed from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
No work on weekdays, without prior approval. 
 
Estimated Cost:  
$9,500,000 

 

Start Date: Spring 2014! Completion Date: Fall 2014!

Construction on the South 1st Street Bascule Bridge began on July 10, 2017 and is proceeding on schedule for a November 2018 completion. 
The construction work began on the south leaf, or south half, of the bridge. The south leaf is closed, while the north leaf is kept in the open 
position for river navigation. The south approach fixed-span concrete deck, steel railing, and most of the structural steel grid deck, framing, and 
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Looking at the inside of the South Leaf West Bascule Girder 
Trunnion.  It is the Pinion/Bearing the bridge rotate about when 
opens and closes.  You see Zenith Tech worker trying to loosen 
large bolts installed about 65 years ago.

Looking down and northwest at the skeleton or remaining steel 
framing of the South Fixed Approach Span and the South Leaf 
Bascule Girders and one Floor Beam after the removal of the 
Steel Grid Deck, Sidewalks, Framing Steel, and South Approach 
Concrete Deck.

Looking South at the North Approach showing the North Leaf in the Open Position.

Looking north 
from the South 
Pier where the 
work is going 
on at the North 
Pier supporting 
the North Leaf 
in the Open 
Position.

machinery on the south movable span that needed to be replaced have 
been removed. The blast cleaning and painting operation is scheduled for 
late September/early October. 

During the off-navigation season between November 20, 2017 and April 1, 
2018, the contractor intends to close both leaves to work on both halves of 
the bridge. During this period, a new electrical cable will be installed across 
the channel and buried several feet under the riverbed. 

Beginning April 2018, the contractor will permanently raise the south leaf for 
navigation and keep the north leaf closed until the completion of this project.


