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Phase 2 of the West Fond du Lac Avenue 
construction project, from West Capitol Drive 
to West Hampton Avenue, began on Tuesday, 
July  12th, one week earlier than originally 
planned.  The traffic plan for east-west traffic 
lanes was put in place on the east side of the 
project while the traffic was open on the west 
side. The first few days of the traffic switch 
was a challenge for motorists in the area, as 
there was also a paving project that occurred 
on an adjacent street, and prep work began 
for future utility projects. 

One of the busiest organizations located 
within the project’s corridor is the Social 
Security Administration (SSA), 6300 West 
Fond du Lac Avenue.  Prior to the start of 
the project, the SSA management staff 
began a dialog with DPW to determine how 

access would be maintained.  Phase 1 of 
the project did not present a problem, but 
Phase 2 presented a challenge for access to 
their parking lot. SSA staff attended one of 
the weekly construction meetings to discuss 
details of the work planned for the east side 
of the street. It was agreed that a temporary 
gravel path would be created to allow clients to 
cross the boulevard to access the parking lot. 

Way-finding signage is created when the 
driveway to a parking lot has to be closed to 
keep the traffic flow moving. 

The Milwaukee County Transit System #23 
bus (Fond du Lac – National) has been 
detoured during the project, but the Blue 
Line bus (Fond du Lac Avenue - National) 
continues its usual route during the 

construction. Bus stops have been created for 
passengers to use within the project area that 
are visible and safe for passengers to board. 

Zignego Company, Inc., is the prime 
contractor for the project. The Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation (WisDOT) 
and the City of Milwaukee Department of 
Public Works require that contractors use 
Emerging Business Enterprises (EBE) in their 
contracts. EBEs are typically small firms 
owned by one or more individuals who are 
at an educational, social, economic or other 
type of disadvantage.  They are certified by 
WisDOT and the City of Milwaukee. There are 
four DBEs on the West Fond du Lac Avenue 
project: Dolson, Inc., Interstate Sealant & 
Concrete, McDowell Construction Corp., and 
Szada Trucking.

Construction meetings are held each Thursday at 9:00 a.m. at the construction field office– 6222 West Capitol Drive.

Temporary gravel path across boulevard to parking lot

Way-finding signage is created when the driveway to a parking 
lot has to be closed to keep the traffic flow moving. 

Construction office located at 3968 N. 68 St.   •   A Publication of the City of Milwaukee Department of Public Works 
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S. 27 St. from W. Howard Ave. to the Bridge  
over the Union Pacific Railroad 

 
Project Overview: 
The project will consist of removing the existing pavement and reconstructing with concrete pavement. Each 36-foot 
roadway will be widened by two feet to provide a bicycle accommodation. Bike lanes will not be marked. New curb 
and gutter, driveway approaches and sidewalk will be constructed at most locations. Storm sewer inlets and their 
adjacent laterals will be replaced. Various improvements will include: decorative crosswalks at W. Morgan Ave.,  
W. Oklahoma Ave., the Kinnickinnic River Parkway and W. Oklahoma Ave.  Landpscaping, planting and traffic 
upgrades are also planned. The bridge over the Kinnickinnic River will be rehabilitated and the culvert under  
W. Loomis Rd. intersection will be repaired. W. Loomis Rd. will also be reconstructed from S. 27 St. to a point 
approximately 450 feet west of S. 27 St. with this project. 
 
Project History: 
The need for repairs in this area has been under consideration for a few years. The existing pavement is  
deteriorating and there is severe rutting, rippling, and shoving at bus stop locations. Severe reflective cracking is 
present throughout the entire length of the project. The underlying concrete base is heaving at several locations.  
The bridge over the Kinninkinnic River is in need of rehabilitation, as well as the culvert under the  
W. Loomis Rd. intersection. 
 
Sustainable Aspects of Project: 
The S. 27 St. project will contain ten bioretention facilities (bioswales) located on the boulevards. The bioretention 
facilities contain landscape elements designed to remove silt and pollution from surface runoff water. They consist of 
a swaled drainage course with gently sloped sides and filled with vegetation, compost and rocks. The water!s flow 
path, along with the wide and shallow ditch, is designed to maximize the time water spends in the swale, which aids 
the trapping of pollutants and silt. This results in less pollutants being captured in the drains and sewers. The overall 
intent is to lessen the amount of storm water (rain) runoff that enters the storm water collection system (i.e., MMSD 
deep tunnels) and its level of contamination, which goes to the wastewater treatment facility. 
 
Traffic Control: 
There will be one lane of traffic in each direction during construction. There will be no on street parking along  
S. 27 St. during the construction period. The west side of the median will be done first, then traffic will switch over, 
and the east side will be done. 
 
Working Hours: 
With the exception of holidays, no daily restrictions exist. Work is allowed from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
No work on weekdays, without prior approval. 
 
Estimated Cost:  
$9,500,000 

 

Start Date: Spring 2014! Completion Date: Fall 2014!

Chief Construction Engineer William Frasch wfrasc@milwaukee.gov 414-286-8673
Project Inspector Paul Grabowski     paul.grabowski@milwaukee.gov  414-708-3835
Project Inspector Margarito Rodriguez   mrodrig@milwaukee.gov   414-708-1086
Support for Business Liaison Cecilia Gilbert    cecilia.gilbert@milwaukee.gov   414-708-2295

Temporary 
bus stop

Construction Update: Good Weather Means an Early Start for Phase 2


