
North 51st Boulevard Bridge over Lincoln Creek

                                   Anticipated Start Date: June 12, 2017 •   Anticipated Completion Date: December 22, 2017

The project is funded and managed by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
in conjunction with the City of Milwaukee Department of Public Works.

Department of Public Works Support for Business Program

Construction office located at 3968 N. 68 St.   •   A Publication of the City of Milwaukee Department of Public Works 

Support for Business Liaison  •  Cecilia Gilbert  •  (414) 286-3318  •  cecilia.gilbert@milwaukee.gov 
Community Liaison  •  Kris Martinsek  •  (414) 769-0400  •  martinsek.capitoldrive@gmail.com  

Construction Supervisor  •  Mazen Amer  •  (414) 708-2517 
Project Inspectors  •  Paul Grabowski  •  (414) 708-3835  •  Tony Berendt  •  (414) 708-3951 

milwaukee.gov/supportforbusiness 
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S. 27 St. from W. Howard Ave. to the Bridge  
over the Union Pacific Railroad 

 
Project Overview: 
The project will consist of removing the existing pavement and reconstructing with concrete pavement. Each 36-foot 
roadway will be widened by two feet to provide a bicycle accommodation. Bike lanes will not be marked. New curb 
and gutter, driveway approaches and sidewalk will be constructed at most locations. Storm sewer inlets and their 
adjacent laterals will be replaced. Various improvements will include: decorative crosswalks at W. Morgan Ave.,  
W. Oklahoma Ave., the Kinnickinnic River Parkway and W. Oklahoma Ave.  Landpscaping, planting and traffic 
upgrades are also planned. The bridge over the Kinnickinnic River will be rehabilitated and the culvert under  
W. Loomis Rd. intersection will be repaired. W. Loomis Rd. will also be reconstructed from S. 27 St. to a point 
approximately 450 feet west of S. 27 St. with this project. 
 
Project History: 
The need for repairs in this area has been under consideration for a few years. The existing pavement is  
deteriorating and there is severe rutting, rippling, and shoving at bus stop locations. Severe reflective cracking is 
present throughout the entire length of the project. The underlying concrete base is heaving at several locations.  
The bridge over the Kinninkinnic River is in need of rehabilitation, as well as the culvert under the  
W. Loomis Rd. intersection. 
 
Sustainable Aspects of Project: 
The S. 27 St. project will contain ten bioretention facilities (bioswales) located on the boulevards. The bioretention 
facilities contain landscape elements designed to remove silt and pollution from surface runoff water. They consist of 
a swaled drainage course with gently sloped sides and filled with vegetation, compost and rocks. The water!s flow 
path, along with the wide and shallow ditch, is designed to maximize the time water spends in the swale, which aids 
the trapping of pollutants and silt. This results in less pollutants being captured in the drains and sewers. The overall 
intent is to lessen the amount of storm water (rain) runoff that enters the storm water collection system (i.e., MMSD 
deep tunnels) and its level of contamination, which goes to the wastewater treatment facility. 
 
Traffic Control: 
There will be one lane of traffic in each direction during construction. There will be no on street parking along  
S. 27 St. during the construction period. The west side of the median will be done first, then traffic will switch over, 
and the east side will be done. 
 
Working Hours: 
With the exception of holidays, no daily restrictions exist. Work is allowed from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
No work on weekdays, without prior approval. 
 
Estimated Cost:  
$9,500,000 

 

Start Date: Spring 2014! Completion Date: Fall 2014!

Project Overview
The North 51st Boulevard 
Bridge over Lincoln Creek, 
built in 1959, is deficient 
and needs to be replaced. 
The project will begin  by 
removing the existing steel 
girder bridge. The new 
bridge will be widened 
from the previous bridge of 
78-feet to 83-feet, 4 inches 
and lengthened from the 
previous 108-feet to 120- 
feet. This will provide a 
three-span reinforced-con-
crete slab bridge, support-
ed on multi-column con-
crete piers and abutments. 
It will accommodate a 66-
foot clear roadway width, 
which will include a 12-foot 
left turn lane between two 
12-foot vehicular travel 
lanes, as well as two 5-foot bike lanes on each side of the 
bridge to accommodate bicycle traffic.  It will also contain 
two 10-foot parking lanes. Street lights will be moved from 
the median to the outside of the bridge deck.

The new bridge will straddle Lincoln Creek with two piers 
containing six columns each, and provide a clear span during 
normal creek flow. In addition, the placement of the piers 
along the banks will not interfere with fish passage and 
minimize impacts to the creek. It will continue to reflect the 
simplistic design of the existing structure, design qualities 
that contribute to the National Register-eligible Parkway. 
The new 51st Boulevard bridge will maintain the overall 
appearance of the original structure, including replicating 
the railing design as much as possible while meeting current 
design standards and crash test requirements.

The concrete-lined channel beneath the bridge will be re-
moved and replaced with a control rock base for vegetation 
that will match the creek around the bridge. 

The roadway will approximately match the existing align-
ment and profile to reduce construction costs. The roadway 
approaches will be constructed to a 66-foot-wide asphalt 
surface with curb and gutter and 7-foot wide sidewalks on 
each side.

Detour
North 51st Boulevard between West Parkway Drive and West Lincoln Creek 
Drive will be closed to vehicular and pedestrian traffic during construction. A 
signed detour route will be provided that directs vehicles to North Sherman 
Boulevard or North 60th Street, which are similar-sized. Two separate pedes-
trian bridge crossings of Lincoln Creek currently exist to the immediate east 
and west of the North 51st Boulevard Bridge. The west bridge is ADA-compli-
ant and will be signed as a detour and remain open throughout construction 
to maintain pedestrian mobility. Residents will be able to access their homes.

Communication and Contact Information
The City of Milwaukee will have staff overseeing various portions of the work:

•	 Construction Management Engineer:  Will address contractor concerns.

•	 Project Engineer:  Will be onsite full time to oversee the contractor’s work 
and ensure that the concerns of the public and businesses are being 
addressed.

•	 Support for Business Liaison (SBL): Will provide information about the 
construction project, share timelines and procedures via construction 
updates with businesses and other key organizations. 
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For additional information, contact:

Ryan Schindhelm	 Project Engineer	 rschindhelm@hntb.com	 414-308-8025
Lynn Des Jardins	 Construction Management Engineer	 ldesj@milwaukee.gov 	 414-708-3885
Cecilia Gilbert	 Support for Business Liaison	 Cecilia.Gilbert@milwaukee.gov	 414-708-2295


