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Alverno College – Global Union, a day-long, annual, free world music festival held each fall in Bay View’s Humboldt Park. Global Union attracts nearly 6,000 people, a diverse cross-section of the Milwaukee community, for a variety of world-class international music from Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe.

Artists Working in Education, Inc. – Satellite Studio, a summer artist-in-residence residence program that pairs professional artists with neighborhood youth in the creation of temporary and semi-permanent public artwork.  About 750 youth are expected to participate at 12 neighborhood parks and playgrounds.

Arts at Large – Freedom Summer, an in-depth community arts engagement initiative created around student leadership focused on social justice, specifically Milwaukee’s history and present civil rights issues. Twenty-five 25 MPS students will take their own freedom ride to Jackson, Mississippi to participate in the 50th Anniversary Celebration of Freedom Summer. 

ArtWorks for Milwaukee – A Public Art Internship with youth in collaboration with the Layton Boulevard West Neighborhood to create a mural under the 35th Street Bridge adjacent to Arlington Heights Park. The ArtWorks approach is rooted in The Partnership for 21st Century Skills, focused on infusing workplace skills in education.

Betty Brinn Children’s Museum – Be A Maker Program for early learners, inspired by the global “maker movement” and dedicated to providing children and families with opportunities to use real tools, materials, digital resources and technologies that encourage them to tinker, learn new skills, collaborate and share what they learn.  


Boulevard Ensemble Studio Theatre – the Wisconsin premier of Johanna Adams’ Gidion’s Knot, a play with the timely topics of bullying, parental responsibility, ‘tween sexuality, blame and over-reactive protectiveness. Audiences will have the opportunity to engage in a powerful, thought-provoking presentation involving freedom of expression and the snap assumptions people make about one another.

Danceworks – Mad Hot Ballroom and Tap, modeled after the successful New York City Schools program featured in the hit documentary “Mad Hot Ballroom.”  MHBT teaches life skills and increases students’ physical activity and school engagement by integrating tap and ballroom dance into the regular school curriculum.

Early Music Now – Quicksilver, a rare opportunity to bring a world class ensemble to Milwaukee’s growing Early Music audience with a program of wide appeal, exploring the origins of chamber music. The residency is planned to coincide with the Annual Conference of the American Musicological Society, and will provide significant national and international exposure for the cultural vitality of the City of Milwaukee.

First Stage – Luchadora, the world premiere production of a play by local playwright Alvaro Saar Rios, inspired by the Chinese legend of Hua Mulan and translated through the prism of Milwaukee’s Mexican heritage.  The play’s themes include migration and immigration, the plight of the migrant worker, the importance of family and friendship, and examinations of masks and identity.  

Florentine Opera Company – An Opera in the Schools Residency called Goldilocks and the Three Singing Bears, a  fully costumed and staged children’s production that will be performed free of charge at seven MPS or charter schools that would otherwise be unable to afford the program. A portion of the grant will support Family Day Performances of “Pinocchio” at the Florentine Operation Center in Riverwest and at a neighborhood Colectivo café location to engage young people from the Florentine’s immediate neighborhood in their work.

Haggerty Museum of Art at Marquette University – Going to the Source: Water at the Haggerty, an exhibition featuring two international contemporary photographers that engage this essential element in their works at a time when water access, scarcity and conditions are local and worldwide concerns.  Ancillary programs will include artist talks, a panel with Milwaukee artists on ways they engage water themes in their work, and Water Across Curriculum workshops in local elementary and middle schools.

Historic Milwaukee Inc. – Doors Open, a two-day public celebration of Milwaukee’s art, architecture, icons and rich history.  Doors Open is Milwaukee’s only cultural event to specifically celebrate the built landscape, design and unique artistic and architectural heritage of our beautiful city, and is one of only five such programs in North America.

Jewish Museum Milwaukee – Stitching History from the Holocaust – the life of Hedvika Strnad, honoring the life of a Prague dressmaker and designer as a representative of all creative talent lost in the Holocaust.  The museum will work with the Milwaukee Repertory Theater to fabricate Hedvika Strnad’s dresses as the centerpiece of an original exhibit.

Latino Arts – Dia de Los Muertos/Day of the Dead Celebration 2014, highlighting the traditional Latin American holiday with intergenerational programs including a month-long art exhibit featuring visually arresting interpretations of a unique and emotional celebration of life and death, student and adult workshops, and performances by the Los Angeles band, La Santa Cecelia.

Milwaukee Art Museum – ArtXpress inspired by Kandinsky: A Retrospective.   An intensive summer studio internship for 16 arts-interested Milwaukee teens, who work closely at the Museum with staff educators and with professional artists at the studios of RedLine Milwaukee to create a public work of art that will be displayed on the side of a Milwaukee city bus.

Milwaukee Ballet – Ballet-in-a-Box, an original, traveling, full theatrical experience for children who may never have seen ballet or heard a piece of classical music before.  More than just a dance performance, Ballet-in-a-Box shows address relevant social and educational themes present classical ballet and music, as well as modern dance and contemporary music. Seven Milwaukee outreach partner schools will receive the program at no cost.

Milwaukee Chamber Theatre – Young Playwrights Festival Showcase 2015. This program allows MCT to mentor emerging artists through hands-on experience and employment opportunities. The program also cultivates new dramatic literature by Wisconsin high school writers though free Playwriting residencies, the Playwriting Competition and the biennial Showcase of these one-act plays.

Milwaukee Children’s Choir – Harmony-in-School Program at Sherman Multicultural Arts School, which delivers music instruction, choral training and performance experiences to Milwaukee children with little or no access to these opportunities in or out-of-school.  MCC’s Harmony instructor provides weekly music education to ten classroom groups in grades K4 through second grade.

Milwaukee Repertory Theater – The Color Purple a show based on the Pulitzer prize-winning novel by Alice Walker, telling a story of female empowerment in the face of adversity.  Funds will support educational components of the production, specifically providing student tickets to the Rep Immersion Day performance, Rep In Depth lectures and teaching artist fees.

Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra – 2014-15 Neighborhood Concert Series, a series of 14 concerts featuring one of MYSO’s 14 youth ensembles.  Each concert includes educational components designed to teach the students about the musical instruments, composers, songs and history associated with what they’re seeing and hearing performed.

Milwaukee Youth Theatre – Midsummer Night’s Dream, including a performance as well as an educational outreach program pairing adult actors as mentors to youth actors.  The mentors will help youth learn more advanced skills and work in a professional setting.  They’ll learn how to approach Shakespeare’s text as a foundation for artistic growth.

Next Act Theatre – No Child, a one-woman play by Nilaja Sun in which a young teaching artist hopes that the power of language and theatre will empower her students.  As an exciting companion project, Next Act will partner with a teacher and students at Ronald Reagan High School to produce a contemporary version of the play within a play featured in the Next Act production.
Optimist Theatre – A Winter’s Tale.  Milwaukee’s own free Shakespeare in the Park returns for its fifth season with one of the bard’s most lyrical plays.  Thousands of audience members will meet in Kadish Park at the intersection of Riverwest, Harambee, the Beerline and Brewer’s Hill, many of whom are seeing a Shakespeare play for the first time and some who are seeing their first live play ever.

Present Music – Creation Project, a hands-on education program that gives students a unique opportunity to become composers.  Professional composers assist students in developing meaningful musical works of their own, which are then rehearsed by the students and performed in public concerts.  

RedLine Milwaukee – Ediciones Vigia Books, an exhibit of original works originating from a publishing house in Matanzas, Cuba.  Handmade using collaged, repurposed materials, the books combine art, literature and moveable parts, and are created by artisans and writers who volunteer at the press.  The books will be a catalyst for exploring issues of social justice in RedLine’s Artprentice youth programs.

Renaissance Theaterworks – Amelia: Women Warrior Project, featuring an epic Civil War drama as well as a partnership with the VA Woman Warrior Program to raise public awareness and honor the service of Milwaukee’s female veterans.

Skylight Music Theatre – KidsWrites workshop and performance residency, through which Milwaukee Public School children learn to tap into their own creativity as they work with Skylight teaching artists to write songs, stories and poems for performance.  The project culminates in the KidsWrites Touring Show, using 35-40 pieces of student writing that professional Skylight artists stage or set to music.

String Academy of Wisconsin – Urban Students in Arts Scholarship Program, providing high quality professional instruction in violin, viola and cello for low income, minority students with demonstrated talent and a desire to learn.  The program runs the length of the school year and provides instruction at participating MPS schools and at UW-Milwaukee.

Tessa’s Black Entertainment & Youth Center, Inc. – 6th Annual Summer Dance Concert. Approximately 30 youth dancers will work with professional choreographers and artist-educators to highlight the diversity of dance.  Youth dancers will participate in an intensive three-month summer rehearsal, culminating in a community showcase in August.

Walker’s Point Center for the Arts – Latin Cultural Exhibits, Parades and Youth Art Exhibition, incorporating two exhibitions, two parades and related educational and public activities highlighting the center’s important role as an art institution in the heart of Milwaukee’s Hispanic community.  The program marks 23 years of WPCA celebrating Dia De Los Muertos, or Day of the Dead.

Wild Space Dance Company – Brew City Dances, an original, site-specific project merging dance, architecture and history at the Schlitz Park renovation, bordered by King Drive, and Second, Cherry and Galena Streets.  The project will transform the former home of “the beer that made Milwaukee famous” into a place of discovery and community gathering, revealing the past, present and future of the historic site.

Wisconsin Conservatory of Music – Lincoln Center for the Arts Conservatory Connections Education Concert Series, providing interactive music experiences performed by professional Conservatory jazz, middle and high school students during the school year.  The Conservatory offers this concert series free of charge to MPS schools and other students attending school in the City of Milwaukee.

Woodland Pattern – Guest Curators from the LGBTQ Community will jointly present nationally recognized writers/performer and artists to read, perform or display their work at the center.  Woodland Pattern believes that literature and the arts give us opportunity to learn, reflect and better understand our differences. Each residency will be commemorated with the publication of a broadside created by the visiting artist/writer in collaboration with Woodland Pattern.

