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City of Milwaukee 
Meeting Minutes – DRAFT 

BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN TASK FORCE 
 

Caressa Givens, Chair 
Kevin Kuschel (DCD), Vice-Chair 

Mitchell Henke, Montavius Jones, Claude Krawczyk, 
Nicholas La Joie, Daniel Roufus (MPD), Cinthia Téllez, Andy Tillman 

 
Staff Assistant: James Hannig, (414) 286-8750, jhanni@milwaukee.gov 

 

Wednesday, June 2, 2021 4:30 PM Virtual Meeting 

 

1. Meeting commenced at 4:33 PM.  
 

Members Present 7 – Givens, Kuschel, Henke, Jones, Krawczyk, La Joie, Téllez  
Members Excused 2 –Roufus, Tillman 
Other Attendees – Ben Teel (guest), Kiran Sehgal (guest), Sally Svetic (guest), Brian Peters (guest), Kathleen Brengosz 
(Legislative Reference Bureau), Chris Sandor (guest), Alexis Nehmer (guest), Robert Schneider (guest), Rebecca Rabatin 
(DOA-ADA Coordinator), and two guest joined by phone 
 

2. Approval of Minutes from May meeting 
 

Motion to approve minutes for May 2021 meeting was approved (Motion: Givens; Second: Kuschel)  
  

3. Presentation from guest speaker, Kiran Sehgal, MPH, on research titled Built Environment Solutions to Milwaukee 
Perceived Street Safety and Population Health Outcomes 

Givens introduced Kiran Sehgal. Sehgal provided background on their research and focus on systems change regarding the 
public right of way using a public health perspective. Kiran explained her research project which looked at how Complete 
Streets initiatives could improve health outcomes and perceptions of safety in certain communities in Milwaukee. Using the 
data from the Safe and Health Streets Survey, she made a safety and security score organized by aldermanic districts which 
she then compared to survey responses regarding general health. She found that aldermanic districts with low general 
health ratings co-occurred in districts with low perceived safety and security scores. Using statistical analysis, a correlation 
was found between general health outcomes and safety perception. She recommended that changes to the built 
environment should be focused in aldermanic districts 1, 2, 5, 8, 12, 15 to improve safety perceptions along with general 
health outcomes. Sehgal noted that community engagement must be done where infrastructure improvements are being 
proposed due to historical impacts of disinvestment and lack of hearing residents when making changes in their 
neighborhoods.  

Givens asked member body how they can prop up information like Sehgal’s research to leverage change in the future. Jones 
suggested this information be put on the record at common council meetings when changes are being made to guide 
discussion making.  

Jones asked Sehgal about her statement on the need for community engagement and whether that was part of their 
research or if that was based on literature or lived experience.  Sehgal said she felt it was needed to be included from 
literature and lived experience, but was not based on the survey data used in the research they did.  

La Joie thanked Sehgal for presentation. He asked if there is an extended summary of the research to use when adding the 
information to Common Council record in order to make data as clear as possible.  

Givens challenged members of the group to find ways to present this information to the lawmaker body to push for more 
money to go towards multimodal transportation in the capitol budget and with federal stimulus money.  

Hannig asked Sehgal to send reports and maps to be shared. He said DPW could look to prioritize infrastructure investment 
based in information. Hannig said information could be shared with Office of Equity and Inclusion. Téllez said she works with 
neighborhood organization which have drafted plans regarding Sehgal’s research and noted how the information could 
provide a strong case for desired changes. Kuschel thanked Sehgal for the presentation and asked if she found anything 
about aldermanic district 4 which is perceived as one of the safer areas, but is part of High Injury Network. Kuschel 
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wondered if there was a relationship between perceived safety and the High Injury Network. Sehgal had not looked into the 
High Injury Network Report.  

4. Exercise related to finalizing a Mission & Vision for the task force 
 
Kuschel provided a recap of previous exercises and facilitated a Jamboard exercise in small groups come up with ideas for 
the Mission Statement for the group. After returning from small groups, three mission statements were shared. 
Kuschel said they will reach out to Givens to fine tune mission statement and bring it to the next meeting.  
 
Kuschel asked the group “why what the task force is doing matters.” Jones said it is important because it allows people to 
participate in their community. Kuschel said that it is important to make a more equitable city. Sandor said this group allows 
efforts to be multiplied when people work together. Hannig said it is unacceptable for so many people to be killed or 
seriously injured in the streets and questions who would speak for the community if not for this task force. La Joie said there 
are so many reasons the work is important from safety to economic benefits. Kiran said the task force offers a channel for 
different stakeholders to make system changes. 
 

5. Presentation from the Department of Public Works related to the forthcoming Safe Routes to School Strategic Plan 
 
Hannig presented slides on the plan and background information on Safe Routes to School initiative.  
 
Peters asked why bikes are not allowed on school grounds. Givens said it is a possible remnant of past complaints but efforts 
are being made to get rid of the ordnance. The group discussed signing onto a letter of support created by the Bike Fed for 
the plan. The group supported reading the letter and electronically voting to sign on or not.  
 

6. Update on current events 

Rabatin suggested adding snow removal of pedestrian right of ways to July meeting. Givens suggested the Policy and 
Programs working group to prioritize ice and snow removal for their future meetings.  

 

7. Meeting adjourned at 6:04 PM (Motion: Givens; Second: Krawczyk) 

 

A recording of the meeting can be viewed here: https://youtu.be/zekVA31dVDc 

  

James Hannig 
Staff Assistant 

 
Will Fenner 
Draft Minutes 
 


