Alderman Zielinski,

October 23, 2018

In a press release yesterday, you questioned why I haven’t issued a subpoena for Bevan Baker to
appear before the Steering and Rules committee. If you had simply asked, like most other
council members, you would have known that Bevan had initially agreed to appear and answer
questions about the City of Milwaukee Health Department’s lead program. Upon hearing that
the District Attorney’s office was continuing their criminal investigation of the Health
Department and would be present at his hearing, Mr. Baker sought legal representation.
At the advice of his attorney, Mr. Baker, if subpoenaed, would simply plead the 5th and exercise
his right not to answer questions even though he is compelled to be present. Understanding this,
there would have been no need to subpoena Mr. Baker while the DA is conducting its
investigation. I am not interested in wasting staff and council members’ time to create a
spectacle that would produce nothing but an opportunity for you to grandstand on the issue.
I will remind you, Alderman, that the Department has been audited by the State, investigated by
HUD and our own LRB, and been the subject of multiple personnel investigations. Many of
those reports have been shared publicly or will be shared soon. You should take the time to read
them. All of these investigations have led to the same conclusion – mismanagement,
incompetence, and a lack of leadership were the central cause of the lead program failures.
Tony, I appreciate your press release as it shows that, although this lead situation is not my or the
council’s making, you clearly are leaning on my leadership, as you have so many times in the
past, to help us get through it. We are, as a City, trying to respond appropriately to this crisis
while you and your accomplices offer only criticism and conspiracy theories wrapped in
misinformation and confusion. So, as your leader, I ask that you excuse yourself from the table
where the hard decisions are being made or I, by God’s will, will excuse you…again.
Ashanti Hamilton
1st District Alderman
President of the City of Milwaukee Common Council

