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Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious 

learning. But for children play is serious learning. Play is really 

the work of childhood. 

- Fred Rogers, American children’s television host 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

                                                 
1 http://kaboom.org/ 
2 http://www.imaginationplayground.com/learning-library/learning-library-free-play.html 
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Work consists of whatever a body is obligated to do… 

Play consists of whatever a body is not obligated to do. 

- Mark Twain, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

 



 

 



 

 

KaBoom! 

Imagination Playgrounds 

Naturescapes Harmony Parks 



 

 

                                                 
3 KaBoom!: Building Communities One Playground at a Time, Final Evaluation Report. 

http://media.kaboom.org/docs/documents/pdf/ABCD_Executive_Summary_2008.pdf 



 

 

 

                                                 
4 http://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/imagination-playground 
5 http://online.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887324520904578549622466074216 



 

 

                                                 
6 http://tntoday.utk.edu/2012/10/11/study-natural-playgrounds-beneficial-children/ 
7 https://www.natureexplore.org/design/ 



 

 

                                                 
8 http://www.inhabitots.com/6-of-the-worlds-coolest-green-playgrounds/nyc-rainwater-playgrounds-1/ 
9 http://freenotesharmonypark.com/ 
10 http://freenotesharmonypark.com/ 



 

 

                                                 
11 http://www.jsonline.com/news/crime/a-child-slain-a-community-in-mourning--rewind-and-repeat-b99340069z1-273683891.html 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Play, while it cannot change the external realities of children’s lives, can be a vehicle for 

children to explore and enjoy their differences and similarities and to create, even for a  

brief time, a more just world where everyone is an equal and valued participant. 

- Patricia G. Ramsey, Comtemporary American educational psychologist 
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• By encouraging and 
supporting 

community-building 
activities that require 
neighborhood input 
and implementation, 
we aim to improve 

neighborhood 
collaboration and 

sustainability of park 
maintenance. 
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However beautiful the strategy, you should occasionally look at the results. 

- Winston Churchill 

 



 

 

We don’t stop playing because we grow old; we grow old because we stop playing. 

- George Bernard Shaw 
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