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Committee AssignmentsDear Neighbor,

I want to begin by thanking you for reaching out to my office 
to share ideas, suggestions, and concerns about how to develop 
strategies that ensure a healthy, vibrant, and flourishing Milwaukee 
in a rapidly-changing world. I would also like to extend my 
condolences to all of those who experienced loss, especially 
premature loss during these times. The pandemic era has not been 
an easy one, and for all who have dedicated time to helping others 
move through these challenging days, thank you.

As I chat with residents, concerns about safety and security 
continue to be a top priority, and I take all such concerns about 
these matters very seriously. As the second longest-serving member 
of the Common Council, I am committed to leveraging my 
expertise and knowledge of the community to improve our district 
and city.

In this newsletter you will see my continued work to advance 
affordable housing, tackle reckless driving, and improve bicycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure. I will also discuss the new aldermanic 
district boundaries. 

I am honored to represent you at City Hall as I will continue to 
advocate for these issues and others.

Sincerely,

Alderman Robert J. Bauman

Do you want to receive 4th District and other 
city news updates? 

Visit city.milwaukee.gov/enotify to create an 
account and select the categories you want to 
receive updates for.
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New Aldermanic 
District Boundaries 
Driven by 2020  
Census Results

Every decade the common coun-
cil reviews and adjusts aldermanic 
district boundaries based on the 

results of the decennial census. The 
2020 census indicated that Milwaukee’s 
total population declined to 577,222, a 
decrease of 3%. However, this decline 
was not evenly distributed across 
aldermanic districts. As indicated on 
Map A, four districts gained population 
while the remainder lost population. 
The increases in districts 3 and 4 (6.1% 
and 4.5% respectively) were  primarily 
driven by new residential development 
in and around downtown while the gains 
in district 11 and 13 (3.9% and 4.4% 
respectively) were driven by increased 
family size due primarily to the in-mi-
gration of Latino and Asian families.

These census results mean that some 
districts had to shrink in physical size 
to reduce population and other districts 
had to grow in physical size in order to 
add population to maintain the federal 
legal standard of “one man, one vote” 
which mandates that political subdi-
visions in cities and states must have 
approximately equal populations (plus 
or minus 5%).

The net effect of this process for the 4th 
District is that two significant neighbor-
hoods were removed from the district. 
Merrill Park will become part of the 
10th District and Midtown will become 
part of the 15th District. Several blocks 
on the lower east side were also added 
to the 4th District. Map B shows the cur-
rent 4th District and Map C shows the 
new 4th District. This new district map 
will go into effect for the spring 2024 
municipal elections. 

99

55 1122

1 31 3

66

77

88

44

33

1 01 0

1 11 1
1 41 4

1 51 5

1 21 2

City of Milwaukee
2010 to 2020 Population Change (%) 

by Aldermanic District

Census 2010 to Census 2020 
Percent Change

Changed less than 1%

Gained more than 5%

Lost between 5% and 10%

Gained between 1% and 5%

Lost between 1% and 5%

Prepared by the City of Milwaukee Legislative Reference Bureau, "Map- Population Change," 8-19-2021.

Lost more than 10%

Aldermanic 
District

2010 
Population

2020 
Population

Percent 
Change

Percent 
from 
Ideal

1 38,515        35,910         -6.8% -6.7%
2 41,707        38,786         -7.0% 0.8%
3 39,492        41,912         6.1% 8.9%
4 38,607        40,348         4.5% 4.9%
5 38,953        38,895         0.0% 1.1%
6 39,510        35,314         -10.6% -8.2%
7 40,029        36,765         -8.2% -4.5%
8 39,580        37,113         -6.2% -3.6%
9 38,739        37,893         -2.2% -1.5%

10 39,467        38,398         -2.7% -0.2%
11 40,778        42,353         3.9% 10.1%
12 41,283        39,260         -4.9% 2.0%
13 39,703        41,447         4.4% 7.7%
14 39,353        38,525         -2.1% 0.1%
15 39,117        34,313         -12.3% -10.8%

City Total 594,833      577,222       -3.0%
Note:  The "ideal" 2020 district population will be 
38,481 (15 ald. districts).

CITY OF MILWAUKEE
2010 TO 2020 POPULATION CHANGE (%)
BY ALDERMANIC DISTRICT

MAP A

ALDERMANIC 
DISTRICT

2010  
POPULATION

2020  
POPULATION

PERCENT  
CHANGE

PERCENT  
FROM IDEAL

1 38,515 35,910 -6.8% -6.7%
2 41,707 38,786 -7.0% 0.8%

3 39,492 41,912 6.1% 8.9%

4 38,607 40,348 4.5% 4.9%

5 38,953 38,895 0.0% 1.1%

6 39,510 35,314 -10.6% -8.2%

7 40,029 36,765 -8.2% -4.5%

8 39,580 37,113 -6.2% -3.6%

9 38,739 37,893 -2.2% -1.5%

10 39,467 38,398 -2.7% -0.2%

11 40,778 42,353 3.9% 10.1%

12 41,283 39,260 -4.9% 2.0%

13 39,703 41,447 4.4% 7.7%

14 39,353 38,525 -2.1% 0.1%

15 39,117 34,313 -12.3% -10.8%

City Total 594,833 577,222 -3.0%

Note: The “ideal” 2020 district population will be 38,481 (15 aldermanic districts).

SOURCE: THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU, “MAP- POPULATION CHANGE,” 8-19-2021.
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WINTER

CURRENT (2012) ALDERMANIC DISTRICT 4
WITH CURRENT (2022) ELECTION WARDS

MAP B

MAP C

ALDERMANIC DISTRICT 4
EFFECTIVE SPRING 2024 ELECTION

SOURCE: THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU, 177549B.DGN, 8-4-22, JDO.

SOURCE: THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU, 177658.DGN, 10-12-22, JDO.
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Historic Investment in Affordable Housing Fueled by ARPA Funding

In 2021, milwaukee was awarded $394 million from 
President Biden’s American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”) 
which was passed by Congress in March 2021. Half of 

these funds came to the city in 2021 and the other half in 
2022. The funds must be spent by 2026. 

In late 2021, the Common Council approved legislation 
allocating $174,387,670 in ARPA funds for several initia-
tives, including $43.5 million for affordable housing. This 
allocation, spearheaded by Alderman Bauman, is perhaps 
the largest commitment of city resources to affordable 
housing in Milwaukee history. The affordable housing allo-
cation was spread among several initiatives which included 
the following:

In Rem Properties
“In rem properties” refers to properties that the city has 
acquired through tax foreclosure because the property 
taxes were not paid. Since the Great Recession thousands 
of properties became tax delinquent and were acquired by 
the city. The city has marketed these properties for own-
er-occupancy but many were vacant and in poor condition 
so they were difficult to sell. Many have been demolished 
thereby reducing available housing stock in Milwaukee. 
Many others remained standing but were eyesores in their 
neighborhoods. It was a daunting problem because these 
vacant and abandoned homes could provide needed afford-
able housing opportunities for owner-occupants and rent-
ers but the city lacked the resources to make the repairs 
necessary to render the properties marketable.

ARPA offered Milwaukee an opportunity to solve this prob-
lem so Alderman Bauman authored a plan to allocate $15 
million in ARPA funds to fully renovate up to 150 in rem 
properties at an average cost of $100,000. The focus will be 
on those properties that are in the worst condition since 
they are the most difficult to sell. The Program will turn 
blighted one and two family homes into fully renovated 

affordable housing for owner-occupants and renters at a 
fraction of the cost of building new homes of similar size.

Housing Trust Fund
The Common Council created the Milwaukee Housing 
Trust Fund (HTF) in 2006. Alderman Bauman was a 
co-sponsor of the legislation creating the HTF and serves 
on the advisory board. The purpose of the HTF is to serve 
as a secondary lender for private housing developments 
that would provide affordable housing in the city. His-
torically the HTF was funded at relatively modest levels, 
but ARPA created an opportunity to significantly increase 
funding. Alderman Bauman sponsored the legislation 
that would allocate $10 million for the HTF, dramatically 
expanding the city’s ability to invest in private housing 
developments that will increase affordable housing.

Milwaukee Housing Authority
The Westlawn public housing development (located at 
60th & Silver Spring) is the largest public housing devel-
opment in Milwaukee. Several years ago the Housing 
Authority of the City of Milwaukee (HACM) embarked on 
a multi-year program to completely rebuild and redesign 
the development with a mix of affordable single family, 
duplex, and multi-unit housing. Due to rising construction 
costs, the project was in danger of stalling so the Common 
Council allocated $9 million in ARPA funds to the West-
lawn project to enable the work to continue.

Miscellaneous Housing Programs
Since the onset of the Great Recession, the city has devel-
oped several programs to promote affordable housing and 
home ownership such as the STRONG Home Loan Pro-
gram, Lease-to-Own Program, Down Payment Assistance 
Program, Housing Infrastructure Preservation Fund, and 
Rental Rehabilitation Program. The council allocated $4.5 
million in ARPA funds to bolster these programs. 



Traffic Calming, Street 
Makeovers, and New Bicycle 
Infrastructure Are in the Works 
Throughout the 4th District

We are all aware of the scourge of reckless 
driving that is plaguing Milwaukee and many 
residents have been urging the city to improve 

bicycle and pedestrian safety. The Common Council has 
previously adopted a Compete Streets Policy, Bicycle 
Master Plan, and Pedestrian Plan. We are now moving 
forward with implementing aspects of these plans along 
with specific engineering projects to deter reckless driving 
thanks to President Biden’s American Rescue Plan Act.

In 2021, the Common Council allocated $3.8m from the 
city’s ARPA share to conduct engineering and construction 
of several traffic calming projects throughout the city sim-
ilar to the very successful traffic calming project on 27th 
St. from Wisconsin to State, which has significantly slowed 
traffic and virtually eliminated right-hand passing as well 
as driving on the sidewalk which was also occurring. The 
4th District projects include 35th St. from State to Cherry 
and Highland Blvd. from 35th to 20th.

Another aspect of traffic calming is the city’s long-standing 
traffic calming program authored by Alderman Bauman 
in 2006. This program enables neighborhood residents to 
request traffic calming installations on their residential 
street such as speed humps, bump outs, and traffic circles. 
These installations have a cost share component whereby 
abutting property owners are assessed 90% of the cost of 
the installation based on the frontage of their property. In 
2021, using ARPA funds, the city reduced the assessment 
rate from 90% to 33% which resulted in a spike in speed 
hump requests. In 2022 the city is on pace to install 272 
speed humps. Since the inception of the program in 2007, 
a total of 980 speed humps have been installed throughout 
the city.

Additionally, the city is conducting design and engineering 
to significantly reconfigure Wells St. from Broadway to 
Van Buren. This project will include narrowing the traffic 
lanes, adding protected bicycle lanes, wider sidewalks, and 
landscaping. The city is also conducting design and engi-
neering to reconfigure Van Buren St. from Wisconsin to 
Brady. This project will include converting the current one 

way portions of the street to two-way operation, narrowing 
the roadway, reconfiguring the dangerous intersection at 
Kilbourn Avenue, constructing protected bicycle lanes, and 
landscaping. These projects will complement the sidewalk 
renovations  completed last summer around Cathedral 
Square, the recently completed Ascent mass timber resi-
dential tower at Van Buren & Kilbourn (which is the tallest 
mass timber building in the world), and the new residen-
tial development at Van Buren & Juneau which is replacing 
a surface parking lot. In connection with this project, the 
city is planning to also add protected bicycle lanes on Kil-
bourn Avenue from Van Buren to Prospect.

The city is completing design work to create a bicycle cor-
ridor on Jefferson St. from Kilbourn to Erie. Motor vehicle 
traffic will still be allowed but significant bicycle infra-
structure will be added to create a safer bicycle connection 
between downtown and the Historic Third Ward.

Finally, the city is in the final stages of rolling out a plan 
to reduce speed limits on residential streets (generally 
to 20 mph) and on arterial streets (generally to 25 or 30 
mph). This plan has been met with some skepticism due 
to the belief that there are drivers who disregard current 
speed limits and traffic control devices, and thus would 
not adhere to lower speed limits. There is some truth 
to this skepticism but the Department of Public Works 
deserves credit for examining all legal solutions to reck-
less driving. 
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Painted curb extensions, plastic delineators and concrete planter on N. 27th St. /  
PHOTO BY JERAMEY JANNENE
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Alderman Bauman speaks at the ceremony renaming Old 
World Third St. to MLK Drive.

Alderman Bauman helps dedicate W. Wisconsin Ave. 
from N. 27th St. to N. 35th St. in honor of late U.S. Army 
Brigadier General Robert Cocroft.

The new Merrill Park Playground, renovated via MKE Plays, 
is now open to the public.

Alderman Bauman joined the Near West Side Partners, law 
enforcement, local business owners, and residents for a 
neighborhood walk in the area of 27th and Kilbourn.

Alderman Bauman meets with the Great River Rail 
Commission during their tour of Milwaukee to discuss the 
addition of a second Amtrak Train between Chicago, 
Milwaukee, and the Twin Cities.

Alderman Bauman speaks to Marquette students as a 
guest lecturer.
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With MORE Recycling Materials Accepted!

NOW IT’S
EVEN BETTER!

HAVE QUESTIONS? 
Call (414) 286-CITY (2489) 
MilwaukeeRecycles.com

 All plastics numbered

 Aluminum containers, foil & pans

 Bulky #2 plastics (ex. 5-gallon buckets)

 Cardboard & paperboard

 Cartons

 Glass bottles & jars

 Metal pots & pans

 Mixed paper & junk mail

 Newspapers, magazines & catalogs

 Phone books

 Steel cans & empty aerosol cans

Newly accepted items in Blue
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Magazine Publishes 
Alderman Bauman’s 
Article!
Take a moment to read Alder-

man Bauman’s article on The 

Hop (Milwaukee Streetcar) 

— Developing Rail Transit the 

Hard Way: The Long and Tor-

tured History of Milwaukee’s 

Streetcar — published in the 

Summer 2022 edition of First  

& Fastest. 

You can download and read the article in full by visiting Alderman 
Bauman’s website at: milwaukee.gov/District4.

NOTE: The article appears with permission and courtesy of First & Fastest 
and Shore Line Interurban Historical Society.

Developing Rail Transit the Hard Way
The Long and Tortured History of Milwaukee’s Streetcar

Text by Robert J. Bauman
Photos and Captions by Bill Becwar
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City’s 2023 Budget
Alderman Bauman and Budget Director 
Nik Kovac speak to residents about the 
City’s 2023 budget.

Historic Concordia 
Neighbors, Inc. Meeting
Alderman Bauman and Rep. Evan 
Goyke joined the Historic Concordia 
Neighbors, Inc. meeting on October 18.

While attending the 2022 National League of Cities City Summit in 
Kansas City, MO, Ald. Bauman toured a tiny homes development.


