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COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

MEETING DATE

chair
 • Ambulance Service Board
 • Outstanding Debt Work Group

vice chair
 • Public Safety and Health Committee 
 • Licenses Committee

member
 •  Finance and Personnel Committee

Happy Anniversary Garden District!
Ten years ago, in 2008, I passed a resolution to declare the 13th District 
Milwaukee’s Garden District. I worked with a large resident group to 
develop a written report that was presented to the Common Council.   
What has changed since then?

About one in four residents have put flowers in their front yards to 
make us look more like a Garden District and people have expanded 
their plantings. Gateway to Milwaukee began paying for plantings on 
boulevards and encouraging businesses to dress up their business 
with flowers. The Green Corridor was developed for three miles of S. 6th 
Street and two community gardens started.

The 13th District Neighborhood Association became the Garden 
District Neighborhood Association and runs many quality-of-life and 
community-building events including a farmers’ market. (See the 
center pages for this year’s calendar of events.) Historic Highway US 
41 formed a Business Improvement District to get the streetscaping on 
S. 27th Street and encourage that four miles to beautify and upgrade 
their businesses.

I have lobbied any business and government agency with any project 
in our area to enhance the Garden District concept in their projects. 
City agencies and boards consider the Garden District concept in their 
deliberations for the area.

Happy Anniversary to all and thank you for giving our area identity, 
building neighborhood pride, maintaining home values and making this 
a great area to live, work, and do business in.

Terry L. Witkowski
Alderman, 13th District

GARDEN DISTRICT EVENT 
CALENDAR

What’s happening  
this year in the 
Garden District? Lots! 
See the last page of 
this newsletter for a 

calendar of events. Thanks to all the 
volunteers who make these things 
happen—and to become one, call   
379-2450 and leave a message.

THURSDAY, SEPT.  13 |  6:30 PM

Town Hall

Water Tower
4001 S. 6th St.
3rd floor conference room
(elevator access)
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There are no improvements here? 
”There are no projects improving my neighborhood!” Funny 
you should mention it. How active is your neighborhood? 
Did you know the majority of projects I have been involved 
in in this district started with one person having an idea to 
improve their neighborhood and believing in it enough to 
work to make it happen?

One person had an idea for a green area of a couple of 
blocks. I helped put together a committee of 29 agencies 
to explore what is now the three mile Green Corridor. One 
person pushed a community garden and worked with the 
Garden District Neighborhood Association and me resulting 
in the UW Extension Green Corridor Community Garden 
and the Garden District Community Garden.

The Garden District was a district committee of 21 people 

working out a plan. Holler Park Neighbors added planting 
and neighborhood signing as did Wilson Park.  Southgate 
Neighborhood wanted a place like the 6th and Howard 
area and that is now happening as Southlawn playground 
changes to a new Southgate playground in 2018. 

One member of the Gateway to Milwaukee has been the 
force of beautification of Layton Avenue and other places.  
Individual members of the Garden District have made 
the farmers’ market, art market, mural, history committee, 
rummage sale, perennial exchange, national night out, fall 
festival, tree lighting and other events happen.

Want something to happen in your neighborhood? Be the 
agent of change! Let me help connect you and work with 
you to improve your neighborhood. ■

2017 Road Maintenance 
The good news is that the city did maintenance on 14 miles 
of streets in the Garden District last year, 2.5 miles of high 
impact road resurfacing and 11.5 miles of street sealing. 
Street sealing is done to fill cracks in the roadway and seal 
it to keep water out and prevent potholes from happening, 
extending the life of the roadway.  Two different types of 
applications were used in the district, slurry coat for 4 miles 
(no complaints received) and chip seal for 7.5 miles (over 
200 complaints came in!)

The engineers said chip seal was used on Cleveland 
Avenue from 20th to 27th Street with great results. It should 

be noted that the area has a cemetery on both sides of the 
street! The chip seal caused inconvenience and dust for 
weeks and caused problems in spring when the effects of 
snow plowing a chip-sealed street showed up on people’s 
lawns! 

While chip seal did seal the roadway and there were not 
new potholes this spring, I have sent a letter (copy online 
at my website) to the DPW Commissioner stating that I did 
not want this technique used in my district again. Slurry coat 
did the same job in a couple days’ time and costs less than 
chip seal. ■

Highway Construction Ahead The State DOT will run two projects in the district over two years: re-construction of 
Howell Avenue (WI 38) from Layton to Grange this year; and, a resurfacing of Layton Avenue from Howell to S. 27th Street in 2019.
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Crime in the Garden District 
Living in or within a mile of what is now the Garden District 
all my life, I have been accustomed to living in an area with 
very little crime. I did not live in Mayberry and have had 
my car window smashed in the 70’s, my tenant below me 
burglarized in daylight in the 80’s and my garage broken 
into twice in the 90’s until I changed to a deadbolt. Having 
been in law enforcement and keeping track of crime in this 
district since before becoming alderman, I know that crime 
rises and falls and sometimes an increase in crime can be a 
crime wave that ends with one arrest.

Recently total crime in this district rose for eight months 
in a row, not the usual for this area. Meanwhile crime as 
a whole in the city went down. If you have noticed the 
number of news reports of crime in Greenfield, it appears 
that tough enforcement in parts of the city caused bad guys 
to leave familiar territory to go to new places. This chief has 
transferred more enforcement to our district but also crime 
statistics stopped coming, so it is tough to be confident that 
it has started going down again. Only anecdotal evidence 
leads me to say it has stopped rising. 

What crimes were rising?
Entry to or theft from auto lead the way. A national literature 
search I requested showed this to be a big problem around 
the nation. News articles quote police officials saying the 
biggest problem is that people leave things that someone 
could think is valuable in plain view in their cars and don’t 
lock them.  An estimate 70% of cars were not locked. iPads, 
phones, phone chargers, change, backpacks, and other 
bags were the most common targets.  A talk with 6th district 
leadership confirmed that is the problem here. Cars are not 
broken into randomly. 

Stolen cars was the next biggest problem here. According 
to District 6 most were stolen as people started their cars 

to warm them up before work. The un-watched cars were 
then used to commit other crimes. Other cars were stolen 
in groups from car rental agencies around the airport 
whose national policy it was to leave the keys in those cars 
overnight when the places were closed. Hitting rental places 
is also a nation problem. I changed our law to require rental 
companies to take keys out or have security on duty or a 
third security measure they requested. I also proposed a 
law that would prohibit leaving cars run on private property 
that did not pass but brought the stolen car problem to light.

The other category that increased was burglaries. While 
smaller in number than theft from auto or stolen cars, 
these occurred throughout the district. Greenfield PD has 
worked with neighborhoods to establish RING groups that 
share information.  RING is a video doorbell that notifies 
your phone when someone comes to your door. You can 
speak to them through the doorbell from anywhere your 
phone works. It also stores video of what is happening on 
the street helping police if something does happen. I have 
met with the Gateway to Milwaukee and Historic Route US 
41 Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) that I set up years 
ago as well as the new Captain in district 6 about adopting 
the Greenfield PD system.  The Captain is working with 
Greenfield and the BIDs want to set up a system that covers 
the entire Garden District.

What is driving crime?
There are gangs, nation-wide gangs as well as international 
gangs. Bad guys also get information over the internet, 
too. They make money from drugs. Been reading about 
the state-wide heroin problem? In the Garden District the 
fire department responded to 160 overdose related calls in 
2017 and Narcan was used to save their life in 67 cases. 
During the first quarter of this year, there were 41 overdose 
related calls here, 12 were given Narcan. City-wide in 2017 
there were 2,837 overdose-related calls and 1,049 Narcan 
doses administered. Is it any wonder that someone will go 
from car to car to steal change to get drugs?

What can we do?
Work with me to establish a neighborhood association 
that meets regularly. Work with District 6 to set up a block 
watch. Get to know your neighbors. Buy the RING doorbell. 
Don’t leave your car running and don’t leave things that 
are valuable in plain view in your car and lock your car 
even in your yard. Report all crime to the Milwaukee Police 
Department. Some people post on Next Door sites but do 
not report to the police. Police officers are assigned where 
a crime problem is known to exist. If numerous cars are 
broken into but people chose not to report it, police will not 
know a problem exists to do something about it. ■
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Collecting fines from scofflaws 
Thirteen years ago my Outstanding Debt Task Force 
recommended that the city ask the state to allow Milwaukee 
to immobilize the cars of people parked on the street who 
do not pay their parking tickets and have three or more 
outstanding fines. There is more than $60 million owed to 
the city.   The bill was finally passed in March and now the 
ball is in the council’s lap to approve the system for using 
what is commonly called “booting”. I will take the lead 
again in working with departments to establish a system to 
be adopted by the mayor and common council. ■

Red Light Running Cameras Fail 
again 
More people are running and ignoring red traffic lights and 
more people are killed and injured, but the legislature ended 
again without approving a Red Light Running Camera bill. 
Believe it or not, I recommended this legislation when I was 
the city’s Safety Director in 1995! The city has asked for 
this legislation every Wisconsin Legislative Session since 
then. It is the state that has to approve the city’s use of this 
enforcement. It had great support this time but was held up 
by a Racine legislator. We will try again next session and 
maybe the legislature will change by then. ■

1 in 4 Crashes are Hit and Run 
A report I requested shows that hit and run crashes have 
increased in the past five years from 24% of all crashes 
in Milwaukee to 29%. Hit and run affects you even if 
your vehicle is not hit since street light and traffic signal 
knockdowns cost the city nearly 1 million dollars a year paid 
for by taxes. The Police Chief stated that this is part of the 
stolen car and reckless driving problem. He announced a 
joint traffic enforcement effort with the Sheriff and the State 
Patrol shortly after the hearing. 

Penalties for hit and run property damage crashes can 
run from $300 to $1,000 and 6 months in jail. Hit and run 
crashes causing injury are a felony and penalties can run 
up to $50,000 in fines and 15 years in prison. A hit and run 
fatal crash can result in up to a $100,000 fine and 25 years 
in prison. The new Milwaukee Safety and Civic Commission 
was charged with carrying out a public education effort on 
this problem. ■

Fighting the WoodSpring 
Suites 
I have fought a new low-cost hotel being built on the southeast 
corner of 20th and Layton because their staffing levels of 4 
to 5 total employees leaves the night shift without staffing. 
This has caused problems with drug sales and prostitution 
in other locations. Their attempts to build in Oak Creek, 
Greenfield and Menomonee Falls were denied. The final step, 
their hotel license hearing was held July 17th. It was a great 
day for the Garden District as I was joined by neighborhood 
associations, the 27 Street Business Association, the Ronald 
Reagan principal, residents and the District 6 police Captain 
in opposing this license. The power of your involvement and 
the neighbors working together resulted in the license being 
denied. This is why we organize neighborhood groups. ■

Development 
David Knight Plumbing plans to open offices and move to 
the former Airport Pantry building on Howell this year. The 
building will get façade improvements and landscaping. 
The Golden Corral on Layton should be open by the time 
this newsletter gets to you. The former Porterhouse location 
will become a seven store strip mall with a large apartment 
building occupying the rear lot that should add population 
density and shoppers to the area. ■
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Administration and Money 
Since my last newsletter I have completed or 
established efforts to improve how the city is run or 
how we collect outstanding debt. 

• Passed legislation establishing a 
Milwaukee Safety and Civic Commission to 
deal with traffic safety and other matters 
affecting the community through community 
education.

• Passed legislation naming the City 
Attorney as the lead agency responsible for 
cracking down on LLC’s using the system to 
not pay taxes, not correct code violations, 
and abandoning these then run down 
properties for the city taxpayer to take care 
of; also required reports to the Common 
Council.

• Passed legislation naming the Office 
of Budget and Management to oversee and 
coordinate collection of outstanding debt 
collected by different departments that total 
more than $120 million dollars and provide 
progress reports to the Common Council.

• Passed an Aerotropolis Land use 
plan for development around the airport in 
conjunction with nine suburbs.

• Held a hearing on the actions taken 
to improve how departments deal with 
efforts to open small businesses in the city, 
changing the attitude from “we regulate and 
allow you” to “we help you start a business 
to provide jobs” as a final follow up to the 
Local Business Action Team I ran. ■

More Bioswales 
The city is under state orders to do more to clean water 
before it goes back into rivers and streams, and one way 
they are doing it is bioswales. The sunken area in center 
islands and between the sidewalk and the curb that you 
see lined with flowers is a bioswale. They are about 10 
feet deep and have different layers of treatments under 
the surface including the plant roots that cleans runoff 
from the roadway before it goes to storm sewers to rivers.
 
This season some will be added on 20th Street between 
Morgan and Howard, Parnell between Ramsey and 27th 
and Marilyn between Ramsey and Iona Terr. They can’t be 
used in all locations because of underground cables, pipes 
and street lighting. It is fitting that the Garden District, 
home to the Green Corridor, has the most bioswales of 
any district in the city. ■

Flood Prevention 
Still working on preventing flooding, the city installed 
additional catch basins at 26th and Mangold, 15th Pl. and 
W. Goldcrest and the 1500 block of W. Ramsey. I also 
appeared at the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewage District 
budget hearing and requested that the construction of 
the detention pond behind Central Steel be included in 
the 2018 budget. It was not. This is the most expensive 
part of the project that is competing with other projects 
for funding. I was hoping that the Commission would be 
impressed by neighbors showing up to ask for it, but after 
dropping a flyer asking neighbors to come down and join 
me at the hearing, none came down. As it sits, the project 
is scheduled for some time after 2020. ■
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Movies in the Gardens continue at 6th and Norwich on August 17 at 
dusk with the movie “Coco” as one of the quality-of-life events the 
Garden District Neighborhood Association runs. See the Calendar 
of Events for the list of sponsors.

Around the Corner
If you missed the Around the Corner with John McGivern 
Garden District episode, it is now on line on my City Hall 
website. And as long as you are there, check out my 3 ½ 
minute video on the Garden District and all that it has to 
offer. ■

Garden District Wonderland 
Planned 
It started with a December tree lighting event. For the first 
one, the farmers’ market area was dark. For the second 
one, about 20 lighted displays were added and even 
though a strong wind canceled the tree lighting event, 
people continued to stop to see the lighted displays for a 
month. In January, I put out a news release that we would 
accept people’s lights and lighted displays. We now have 
96 lighted displays and over 32,000 lights for a display 
in 2018.

We can turn it into a daytime Wonderland with any day 
light displays like wooden cuts. If you are a woodworker 
you can help with plywood displays. If you have one to 
donate, or other non-lighted display children would like, 
we will take it.  If you want to join the committee working 
on this, we need you. The Garden District Neighborhood 
Association is also looking for sponsors to pay for new 
displays and the electric bill. Call 379-2450. ■

Quality of life events 
The Garden District Neighborhood Association volunteers 
work hard to gather people and resources to improve life 
and make this a great district to live in. If you can help 
volunteer for any of the things they run, whichever one 
interests you, or become a sponsor, it would be a great 
help. You can call them at 379-2450 or e-mail dawn@
milwaukeegdna.com ■

Wilson Park Senior Center 
Gardening 
Last summer’s safety event sponsored by Historic Route 
US 41 businesses started a relationship between US 41, the 
Garden District Neighborhood Association and the Wilson 
Park Senior Center. The Garden District concept expanded 
after that as Wilson Park Senior Center has installed raised 
garden beds that are at wheelchair height giving all the 
opportunity to continue to enjoy gardening. They also save 
a lot of bending for others. ■
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Housing Help Web Tool 
offers one click to  
resources 
The Department of City Development (DCD) has created 
a dynamic new web tool as a single resource for those 
looking for housing information from various City 
departments. 

The site is set up to filter information according to the 
needs of three types of users: homeowners, home 
buyers and investors/non-profit organizations. 

Additionally, the webpage offers a robust calendar 
of events featuring housing information sessions, 
homeownership resource fairs and training programs 
available to constituents. 

Whether you’re looking for a fixer upper, a turn-key 
home, an investment property, a lot to build a new home 
on, or need to improve your current home, we can help! 

Explore this new tool to find housing information you can 
use at www.milwaukee.gov/housinghelp. ■

SPIKER SPECIAL

In future newsletters, my legislative aide, Scott Spiker, will be 
contributing an article giving helpful information about city 
services and resources. Here is the first installment:


