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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTSDear neighbors:

As I sit down to communicate with you through this newsletter, as 
usual, I look back to see what may be of interest to you that affects 
the district and look ahead to be able to share what is in the works 
that seems like it may actually happen. As I look back, I am most 
proud of the people doing things around this district to make it a 
great place to live, work and do business.

Along the way, I started efforts to organize this district, neighborhood 
associations, business associations, business improvement districts 
and project committees to give us a voice and to bring us together. 
People stepped forward and have led groups, volunteered and 
given their time and talents for the community. As you read this 
newsletter, you will see a new festival on Howell Avenue and events 
run by the various organizations now in the Garden District.  

This newsletter is the only promotion going to everyone’s home 
in the district and tells you of the many events run by very many 
residents and businesses to help make this a great place to be.

We all owe a debt of gratitude to all of those working to make these 
events possible.

Terry L. Witkowski
Alderman, 13th District

2019 EVENT CALENDAR

What’s happening this year 
in the Garden District? Lots! 
See the insert page of this 
newsletter for a calendar 
of events. Thanks to all 

the volunteers who make these things 
happen—and to become one, call 379-
2450 and leave a message.

MON  MAY 13
Town Hall – North
6:30 pm
ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL  |  3237 S. 16TH ST.

WED  MAY 15
Town Hall – South
6:30 pm
VICTORY SCHOOL  |  2222 W. HENRY AVE.

SAT  JUNE 1
Howl on Howell
Starting at 11:00 am
Sponsor: Howell Ave. businesses  
and the Garden District Neigh. Assoc.
VISIT AREA BUSINESSES ON HOWELL  
FROM HOWARD AVE. TO MARTIN LN.

SAT  JUNE 22
Appliance  
Recycling Event
9:00 am – Noon
REFRIGERANT DEPOT  |  5311 S. 9TH ST.
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Howl on Howell:  
Howell Avenue’s First Festival
June 1 is the date for a street festival on Howell Avenue, 
from Howard to Bolivar. The businesses are working to put 
together a family festival of interest to old and young alike. 
Some will move their business outdoors and will have side-
walk offerings. 

The Tippecanoe Library will have events. The Garden 
District Neighborhood Association and the Howell Avenue 
Planning Safety Committee are also lining up attractions for 
children and families. There will be bands for adults. There 
will be plenty to hear, see, and do. For more information as it 
develops, watch for informational fliers at businesses on the 
street or go to their Facebook page, “Howl on Howell,” for the 
latest information.  

New Events  
at the 6th and Norwich Site
Bryan Simon, who started the Green Corridor effort on 
South 6th Street and has chased grants and donated and 
constructed the two blocks south of Howard on 6th Street, 
has worked with Erin Dentice, Milwaukee Parkside School 
for the Arts’ Agricultural Program Coordinator, to bring 
events to the former site of the Garden District Farmers’ 
Market.

The new events will occur on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
noon and may feature a “kids camp” and/or tent with an 
activity that will be teacher-led.

There will be an artisan-craft fair to kick off the season, 
a music and dance performance by Parkside School with 
possible drumline performances from other schools, cook-
ing demos from around the world using fresh produce, envi-
ronmentally-friendly demos from Compost Crusaders and 
MMSD, rain barrel painting and raffle, a corn roast, and of 
course farmers’ markets with all vendors—craft and farm-
ers—welcomed back. Finally, they will close with a fall fest. 
See the calendar insert for specific dates and contact Erin 
for more details: denticem@milwaukee.k12.wi.us.  

Appliance Recycling Event!
A FREE Appliance Recycling event will be in the Green Cor-
ridor section of the Garden District on Saturday, June 22 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 5311 S. 9th Street.

Refrigerant Depot will accept all appliances such as: 
refrigerators, dehumidifiers, microwaves, air conditioners, 
freezers, water coolers, washers, dryers, stoves, water heat-
ers, dishwashers, car batteries, exercise equipment, and 
snow blowers/lawn mowers (gas and oil must be removed 
prior to drop off) for disposal at no charge. 

Please call (414) 627-1152 with any question regarding the 
event. You too can help save the planet!  

Ring Doorbell Award
Historic Route US41, Gateway to Milwaukee, the Garden 
District Neighborhood Association and the 6th Police Dis-
trict were recognized at the 70th Annual Crime Prevention 
Awards, receiving the “Outstanding Greater Milwaukee Part-
nership in Crime Prevention” award for the Ring doorbell 
project here.  

Garden District  
Farmers’ Market Moves
The Garden District Farmers’ Market has changed its name 
to the Garden District Market, and has changed the loca-
tion from 6th and Norwich to the Wilson Park Senior Center 
parking lot located at 2601 W. Howard Avenue. The new 
hours will be 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. and the season will run from 
June 22, 2019 through October 26, 2019, weather permit-
ting. They report that they are always looking for vendors, 
so if you are interested or have any questions, please contact 
Connie Wilson at the following email address: 
market@milwaukeegdna.com.  
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More Activity from 
Historic US Route 41
Executive director Tara Cavazos 
reports that Historic Route US 41 
(HH41)-sponsored outdoor Summer 
Movie Nights will return in 2019 at 
2900 W. Cold Spring, Salvation Army 
Facility. They will also again be spon-
soring the 2nd annual HH41/Carmen 
High School/Pulaski High School 
Family Fall Fiesta in 2019, facilitated 
by student volunteers. Some activities 
include caramel apples, cookie deco-
rating, bounce houses, pumpkin dec-
orating, etc. HH41 will again bring the 
Feed the Kid’s Program to an area park 
this summer for two weeks of lunches 
for children in the South 27th Street 
area.

Finally, they are working on obtain-
ing more Ring doorbell cameras for 
residents and are planning to host 
MPD/HH41/GATEWAY TO MILWAU-
KEE neighbor workshops. Watch for 
the exact dates and details for these 
events at HH41.org.  

Wonderland Online
Didn’t make it to 6th and Howard, and want to know what Wonderland was about? 
A five minute video set to music is now on my website. While it does not show the 
reaction of the parents and children that walked and enjoyed the sights, it does 
walk the path and gives you an idea of experiencing the estimated 27,000 lights 
that were on that block. To view the video, go to milwaukee.gov/district13 .

If you would like to help with the display for 2019, call me at 731-0472.  

Solar Power Ahead for 
Tippecanoe Library
Working on obtaining electric energy 
from renewable sources, the Common 
Council approved a project to place 
solar panels on three libraries includ-
ing Tippecanoe. It is part of a plan to 
reach a goal to reduce energy use by 20 
percent by 2020 and increase the use 
of renewable energy by 25 percent by 
2025. The Central and Center Street 
Libraries were also approved for solar 
panels, though installation dates have 
not yet been set.  

Why Are Those Police 
Cars There?
Did you know that you can find out the 
assignment the police are there for by 
visiting milwaukee.gov/policecalls? 
This webpage displays a list of calls 
made to the Milwaukee Police Depart-
ment (MPD) for police services. The 
“calls for service” list works much like 
a printed police scanner. It includes 
police calls received during the last 30 
– 90 minutes, though it represents dis-
patched calls for service only.  

Visitors’  
First Impression
A visitors’ first impression of Milwau-
kee takes place here. More specifically, 
visitors’ first view of Milwaukee takes 
place on Howell Avenue or the Air-
port Spur. That is why the Business 
Improvement District, The Gateway to 
Milwaukee, paid for and maintains the 
landscaping, flower beds and grasses 
on the Airport Spur. This spring, watch 
for plantings that they arranged to 
have put in on Howell Avenue from 
Layton to Grange. They will not only 
be placed on the median islands but 
also between the sidewalk and the 
curb. Keep that first impression going 
and plant flowers in front of your place 
as well.  

Speaking of Videos
At my website you can also learn about the area you live in by watching other 
videos. There is an introduction or “Welcome to the Garden District” and the 
things in it. There is the entire episode of “Around the Corner” in the Garden Dis-
trict with John McGivern. There is a brief video explaining “Aerotropolis Milwau-
kee” (using the airport to grow the area) and a longer “Milwaukee’s Green Corri-
dor” about S. 6th Street, and of course the Wonderland video.  
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New Garden Path  
at the Community Garden
The Garden District Neighborhood Association worked with 
the Gateway to Milwaukee to apply for a grant to add a new 
crushed stone path providing a circular path through the 
Wonderland light display. Simon Landscaping also donated 
funds and labor to make the path and additional electric to 
make the event happen at 6th and Howard. 

The path also opens the door for further plantings for 
walkers to view in the summertime. The next step is to mea-
sure a route to allow walkers to know how many laps equals 
a mile. What’s next? A stage? Maybe.  

Artwork From  
Ronald Reagan High School
Two of four wooden cuts featured at Wonderland at 6th and 
Howard are shown above. If you have the ability to make this 
type of display, the Garden District could use your talent 
to help create interesting sights for adults and children for 
2019. Call 731-0472.  

Litter Fine Raised to $500
Tired of picking up other people’s trash? As the snow melted 
back, the city again looked dirty from those people discard-
ing cigarette packs, fast food wrappers, liquor bottles, paper 
and plastic bags. Disgusted with this ongoing problem, I 
combined with Alderman Stamper and Alderwoman Lewis 
to raise the littering fine to $500, put up signs stating “$500 
fine for littering,” and prompt a community education cam-
paign and neighborhood clean-up efforts . As the old public 
service announcement stated, “every litter bit hurts.”  

Business Landscaping
As follow up to the group that I created to try to make Mil-
waukee government a more business-friendly place to open 
up a business or have a business, a change in the landscap-
ing code has been adopted. The new code eliminates pages 
of charts and now comes down to one small chart with 
choices and comes with a handbook with samples pictures. 
It simplifies standards for businesses and building inspec-
tors, allows grasses and perennials, and causes existing busi-
nesses to come under the code when they are sustainably 
remodeled or changed. It will improve the appearance of the 
city over a period of years.  

Tree Lighting Draws Over 300
The weather cooperated and with students from four 
schools singing songs of the season, a crowd of over 300 chil-
dren and adults enjoyed the Garden District Tree lighting, 
Santa, and the kick off of Wonderland at 6th and Norwich.. 
Children enjoyed hot chocolate and cookies donated by the 
Soup Otzie’s and Gingerz. The tree lighting was followed by 
a special presentation of Secret Clubhouse, a MPS radio pro-
gram from the past. The hosts of the show tell me they had 
as much fun as the kids did and are willing to do another 
performance this year.  

EVERY LITTER BIT COUNTS

ORDINANCE 181152

“…STIPULATES THE PENALTY
FOR ALL LITTERING ON PUBLIC OR 

PRIVATE PREMISES BE A FLAT $500…”
…INCLUDING ALL FORFEITURES, PENALTIES, FEES AND

ASSESSMENTS LEVIED BY THE MUNICIPAL COURT

Copernicus Park Changes Kaput!
In 2014, the city worked with the county to address flood-
ing problems around S. 20th and W. Klein. Neighborhood 
meetings were held and a plan was made to add amenities 
to the park while portions of the park would become rain 
garden flower areas to build capacity in the event of the “100 
year storm” that happened, flooding homes’ basements in 
2008 and 2010. The Commissioner of DPW informs us that 
the engineering firm the city hired found that there were 
changes needed in the bridge under 20th Street. The bridge 
improvement and use of the lots east of 20th Street for flood 
prevention water storage eliminates the need for using 
Copernicus Park for flood-water-storage, ending the plan-
ning for that project.  



APRIL — JUNE

SAT  APRIL 27
Craft FairŦ

9:00 am – 3:00 pm
MILWAUKEE CENTER FOR INDEPENDENCE
3333 S. HOWELL AVE.

TUE  APRIL 30
Assembling Cards for TroopsŦ

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
WATER TOWER  |  4001 S. 6TH ST., 3RD FLOOR

SAT  MAY – SEPTEMBER 
FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

Yoga in the Garden
10:00 am – 11:00 am
Sponsor: Open Lotus Yoga (FREE - bring your own mat)
WATER TOWER OR 6TH AND NORWICH  
(DEPENDING ON THE WEATHER)

SAT  MAY 11
Spring Perennial ExchangeŦ

10:00 am – Noon
6TH AND NORWICH

MON  MAY 13
Culver’s Fundraiser
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Eat at Culver’s and the GDNA receives 10%  
(must give flyer with order — on GDNA website)
CULVER’S RESTAURANT  |  575 W. LAYTON

MON  MAY 13
Town Hall – North
6:30 pm
ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL  |  3237 S. 16TH ST.

WED  MAY 15
Town Hall – South
6:30 pm
VICTORY SCHOOL  |  2222 W. HENRY AVE.

SAT  MAY – OCTOBER 
DATES: 5/18, 6/22, 7/20, 8/10, 8/24, 9/14, 9/28, 10/12

Summer Community Market
9:00 am – Noon
Sponsor: Milwaukee Parkside School of the Arts
6TH AND NORWICH

SAT  JUNE 1
Howl on Howell
Starting at 11:00 am
Sponsor: Howell Ave. businesses and the GDNA
VISIT AREA BUSINESSES ON HOWELL  
FROM HOWARD AVE. TO MARTIN LN.

SAT  JUNE 1 
RAIN DATE: 6/8

Rummage SaleŦ

9:00 am – 5:00 pm
6TH AND NORWICH

FRI  JUNE 21
Movies in the Garden*
8:30 pm
The Emoji Movie (PG)
6TH AND NORWICH

SAT  JUNE 22
Appliance Recycling Event
9:00 am – Noon
REFRIGERANT DEPOT  |  5311 S. 9TH ST.

2019
EVENT CALENDAR

Ŧ  Sponsored by the Garden District Neighborhood Association



SAT  OCTOBER 5
Fall Perennial ExchangeŦ

10:00 am – Noon
6TH AND NORWICH

SAT & SUN  NOVEMBER 2 & 3
Garden Fall Clean-UpŦ

Noon – 2:00 pm
6TH AND HOWARD

TUE  NOVEMBER 12
Assembling Cards for TroopsŦ

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
WATER TOWER
4001 S. 6TH ST., 3RD FLOOR

TUE  NOVEMBER 19
Christmas Decoration ClassŦ

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
WATER TOWER
4001 S. 6TH ST., 3RD FLOOR

TUE  DECEMBER 3
Tree LightingŦ

6:00 pm
6TH AND NORWICH

Stories in the Garden
Multiple stories will be read throughout the summer 
— dates and readers will be announced on GDNA’s 
Facebook and website: milwaukeegdna.com

Movies in the Garden*
SEPTEMBER 13 (RAIN DATE)
Sponsored by Paulette of Shorewest Realtors, 
Luepke Ins., Nimmer Fencing, 13th Pour, Carstar, 
and Howl the Owl

JUNE — DECEMBER

2019
EVENT CALENDAR

SAT  JUNE 22 – OCTOBER 26  
ON SATURDAYS

Farmers’ MarketŦ

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
2601 W. HOWARD AVE.

THU  JULY 4
4th of July
9:00 am – Dusk
WILSON PARK
1601 W. HOWARD AVE.

FRI  JULY 19
Movies in the Garden*
8:30 pm
The Incredibles 2 (PG)
6TH AND NORWICH

WED  AUGUST 14
National Night OutŦ

5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
6TH AND NORWICH

THU  AUGUST 15
Taste of Gateway
5:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Sponsor: Gateway of Milwaukee
6TH AND NORWICH

SAT  AUGUST 24
Artist Market
9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Sponsor: GDNA Art Committee &  
Milwaukee Parkside School of the Arts
6TH AND NORWICH

Ŧ  Sponsored by the Garden District Neighborhood Association
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Where is the Garden District?
Eleven years after having the entire 13th District officially 
declared the Garden District by the Common Council, I will 
occasionally have a resident ask what portion of the dis-
trict is the Garden District. If you got this newsletter at your 
home, you are in the Garden District. 

The thought behind naming us the Garden District was 
to capitalize on the area’s long history of taking pride in the 
upkeep of their property and history of gardening. Land-
scaping is one of least expensive things you can do to bring 
up and keep up the value of the neighborhood. If we are a 
Garden District, the flower gardens need to be in front of the 
house where people can see them. I am not discouraging the 
beautiful backyard oasis and retreats out there, but having 
just all lawn out front doesn’t say Garden District. Try break-
ing up that lawn with a section of flowers to add interest.

The Garden District has given us an identity, raises the 
image of the area, has neighbors meeting neighbors as they 
garden out front, and fights crime. Fights crime? Yes, in a 
couple of ways since it puts more eyes and activity on the 
street. If you know neighbors, it is easier to tell who may 
not live in the block and are at a neighbor’s home. Also the 
Broken Windows theory of policing holds that neighbor-
hoods that looks cared for have less crime than a run-down 
area.

So get out there and make your home look like it is in the 
Garden District!  

Stories in the Gardens
The Garden District Neighborhood Association will be host-
ing Stories in the Garden throughout the summer months. 
Readers for children will include our 6th District Liaison 
Police Officer, Josh Dummann, along with the Milwaukee 
County Sheriff Community Relations Deputies, Alex Colon 
and Kristine Camarillo. Once the new Survive Alive House is 
completed, the Milwaukee Fire Department will be joining 
us for Stories in the Garden. So please watch for more infor-
mation regarding these events on their Facebook page: Mil-
waukee’s Garden District.  

Taste of the Gateway
The 4th Annual Taste of the Gateway event is planned for 
Thursday, August 15th from 5 – 7:30 p.m. at 6th and Nor-
wich. This highly successful event brings in area restaurants 
serving small portions to give you a taste of what you can 
find at that restaurant. The cost is five dollars for five tickets. 
Samples range from one to two tickets. Reports from some 
of the 700 people that attended in 2018 were that no one 
goes home hungry. 

In addition to outstanding samples from many of the 
area’s best local restaurants, there will be background music 
provided by a local group, unique local vendors, cook-
ing demonstrations, and other activities for children and 
families. For more information and a chance to win free 
sample tickets and more, get the most up-to-date event 
info by following the Gateway to Milwaukee on Facebook 
@gatewaytomke. You can also contact the Gateway with 
questions via email at info@gatewaytomilwaukee.com.  

Milwaukee Proud
There was a time people would say you could fire a canon 
down the street in downtown Milwaukee and not hit anyone. 
No more! Drive around the Third Ward, Water Street, the 
Fiserv Forum and live area, the Brewery complex, Brady 
Street, Water Street, Marquette, MSOE, Cathedral Square 
area, the PAC and various preforming arts theaters areas, or 
better yet, park and ride the streetcar to many of these sites. 
Pride in Milwaukee is growing, our downtown is alive and 
there is more to come.

BMO tower is going up and the three other towers will 
soon be under construction. The live block opens in front of 
the Forum promising near constant action in those blocks. 
Efforts to change the former Grand Avenue Mall, use the 
former Boston store building, and finally finish the conven-
tion center to allow us to compete with cities our size for 
convention dollars, are being privately pushed. We are not 
the place people are fleeing from, but moving to.  

Do You Have a Classic Car?
Show it off in the Wilson Park Fourth of July Parade. This 
is your chance to share your piece of automotive history 
as you drive past 100’s of parade goers, and there is a 
4th of July cup of ice cream at the end. Call Roy at (414) 
380-0811 for more information.

The Potholes of Layton Avenue
If you love potholes, you may be disappointed as Layton 
Avenue is scheduled to be repaved this summer. Look for 
orange barrels from Howell to S. 27th Street.  
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Warning: News Coverage of City Hall Politics
I started my full-time work life in 1962 as a circulation manager for the Milwau-
kee Journal shortly after it bought the Milwaukee Sentinel and later worked on 
the Sentinel side. Milwaukee went from two separate newspapers to two with one 
owner. But if you read both papers, you got a good view of the important things 
happening at city hall and government in general. There still was competition 
between two papers in one house. 

It took years before Milwaukee became a one paper town. The result is less 
news and views of what is going on. Then the USA Today ownership takes over the 
paper and the paper gets smaller and continues to reduce the number of reporters 
giving the public less coverage of city hall and less information as to what is going 
on. Don’t look for a watchdog of government here. When news media simply use 
people’s news releases to decide what is going on, you are only getting what the 
people who are doing news releases want you to see.  

City Hall Politics
In my 46 years of working for the public 
with the City of Milwaukee, I have seen 
many types of Common Council. Its 
makeup and the council leadership 
may change with each election and the 
president of the council is elected by 
the members of the council at the first 
meeting after members themselves are 
elected. Those running for president 
promise chairmanships to get votes 
among other factors. The make-up of 
the council and the president dictate 
what the type of council it is.

I define them by how they vote. 
There have been issue-councils voting 
considering the facts and the best 
interest of all in the city on each issue 
considered. There have been councils 
that principally vote supporting the 
mayor and those that vote principally 
against the mayor. There have been 
councils that vote by the color of their 
skin.

In my first eight month term, the 
council seemed to vote by race. My 
next three terms under Hines and 
then Murphy as president, the councils 
voted on issues and the best interest 
of the city. This term is more an anti-
mayor/color-of-our-skin council. Fair-
ness and issues don’t seem to matter 
much.  

National Night Out
Among the most heavily-attended events run by the Garden District Neighbor-
hood Association is National Night Out. Annually, it has drawn 200 plus adults and 
children. What’s not to like with health and safety groups there to share informa-
tion, police horses, motorcycles, squad cars, the Chief of Police, fire trucks, bounce 
houses, entertainment and more! For a couple of after work hours, it is a great 
place to take the family to have fun and meet the people who work to keep us safe. 
This year’s event will be August 14.  

We Don’t Need  
No Education?
The Business Journal reports that 
labor saving devices and technology 
will put an estimated 1.52 million jobs 
in Wisconsin at risk of being auto-
mated in the next 10–20 years. The 
story goes on to say that while some 
jobs may be eliminated, automation 
will create new kinds of jobs. From 
that I take it that an example might 
be yesterday’s welding job vs today’s 
welding programmer. From what I 
hear, a liberal arts education and abil-
ity to adapt and change become valu-
able traits.  
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Students and staff from St. Thomas Aquinas Academy join my legislative 
aide, Scott Spiker (back row, just left of the stem of the solar flower), for litter 
cleanup and an educational tour of the Garden District grounds at 6th and 
Norwich. Who knew picking up trash could be so much fun?!

Alderman Witkowski presents Heidi Hendricks (to his immediate right) with 
a plaque of recognition to honor her years of service working under five 
different chiefs of police. The alderman is joined by current Chief of Police, 
Alfonso Morales (third from the left) and other council members.
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HAPPY TO HELP!
I tell my kids that one of the best things about 
my job—as Legislative Assistant to Alderman 
Witkowski—is that I get to help people every 
day. Whether it’s something as simple as a 
missed garbage pickup or a pothole that needs 
filling, or something more complex involving 
multiple departments and agencies, I try to 
treat each problem as if it were my own.

I’ve developed a bit of a reputation around 
here (and out in the neighborhoods as well, I’m 
told!) for being tenacious in following up with 
the various departments and for looking for 
ways we can help them improve the service 
they provide to our constituents. If you ever 
have an issue, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out. I’m always happy to help!

 Scott Spiker
Legislative Assistant to Ald. Witkowski
286-8537  |  scott.spiker@milwaukee.gov

SPIKER  Special

Terry L. Witkowski
Alderman, 13th District
200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202
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Is that a mountain goat scaling the snow mound in front of 
Depledge Dental on Howell?


