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Dear Neighbor,
Milwaukee and District 11 are buzzing with all sorts of festive seasonal 
activities. First and foremost - Go Brewers! I hope you join me in rooting for 
our hometown team as they push for a trip to the World Series. Halloween 
is also right around the corner, and our district is fortunate to have several 
lively neighborhood Trick-or-Treat celebrations, in addition to the citywide 
Trick-or-Treat that will take place this year on October 31. Following 
massive flooding impacts this summer, our sewers team recently 
completed upgrades with mid-street drains to allow for rain overflows and 
curb blockages to prevent street flooding- this was at 4500 W. Cleveland 
Ave., 2700 S. 58th St., and 3400 S. 96th St. At City Hall, the Finance and 
Personnel Committee, which I am Vice Chair of, continues to examine the 
2026 City budget. There are still opportunities to share your thoughts on 
spending priorities, and I encourage you to do so. I want to have as much 
resident feedback as possible as I consider possible budget amendments. 
And as always, don't hesitate to reach out to my office if we can be of any 
assistance. Sherry and I are here to serve you!

As flood recovery continues citywide, don't forget 
that the deadline to apply for FEMA assistance is 
fast approaching. Residents should apply by Nov. 
12 for flood-related relief provided by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. Residents who 
sustained losses and damage to their homes are 
now able to apply for FEMA assistance online at 
DisasterAssistance.gov or by calling the FEMA 
helpline at 1-800- 621-3362. 

The City's DNS Code Compliance Loan Program 
was also expanded to assist residents. This helps 
flood victim homeowners repair critical utilities in 
their homes. Milwaukee always steps up for 
neighbors when they’re hit the hardest, and this 
ensures stability for families who need it most. 
Applications and program guidelines are available 
online at city.milwaukee.gov/DNSPrograms/CLP or 
by calling (414) 286-2567.

Various other resources also remain available. 
Despite time having passed from this terrible 
event, we know residents are still working to get 
back to normal. Stay up to date on all the latest 
information at county.milwaukee.gov/EN/County- 
Executive/2025FloodResources. 

Apply for FEMA Assistance by Nov. 12

UPCOMING 
DATES TO 

REMEMBER
Oct. 18
Finance & Personnel 
Committee Public 
Listening Session on 
Proposed 2026 Budget 
MLK Library, 2901 N. 
MLK Drive.
9:30 - 11am

Oct. 25
JPCA Movie in the Park 
Manitoba Park, 2941 S. 
49th St. 
8:30 p.m.

Oct. 25
Coffee with a Cop 
McDonald's, 3137 S. 
76th St.
10:30am

Oct. 25
Lyons Park Halloween 
in the Park
3301 S. 55th St.
1 - 2:30pm

Oct. 26
Cherokee Point Trick-
or-Treat
3700 S. Cherokee Way
1 - 4pm

Oct. 31
City of Milwaukee Trick-
or-Treat
5:30 - 7pm
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Ald. Burgelis provides testimony at the State 
Senate Committee hearing in support of 

SB375, a bipartisan bill that would allow a pilot 
program of 75 speed and red light traffic 

enforcement cameras in Milwaukee, including 
15 in District 11.

https://www.disasterassistance.gov/
https://city.milwaukee.gov/DNSPrograms/CLP
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/County-Executive/2025FloodResources


The budget process has started but there is still time to 
share your thoughts. The Finance and Personnel 
Committee's public listening session takes place this 
Saturday, October 18 from 9:30 - 11 a.m., and I hope to 
see you there! This will be a chance for committee 
members to hear what the public's budget priorities are. 
Additionally, you can still take the new budget survey. 
This survey (available in both English and Spanish) is 
intended for those unable to attend the public meetings 
regarding the budget, or for those wishing to provide 
further feedback. So take the survey today at tinyurl.com/
BudgetSurvey2026. 

The City of Milwaukee Fall Leaf Collection service is now 
underway through November 15th. No special request for 
leaf collection is necessary until DPW has completed 
collection of the route after leaf rake out. Leaf collection 
operations cycle through the city systematically beginning 
mid-October. Once leaf rake out ends, DPW makes one 
final collection sweep across the City. To be collected, 
ensure that leaves have been raked out by the leaf rake out 
deadline. Leaves raked out after the deadline will not be 
collected. Residents should rake their leaves into the curb 
lanes for collection to be composted to make a rich soil 
amendment. 

You can use the city's leaf progress map to track collection 
progress in your neighborhood. 

The Common Council is in the middle of budget deliberations 
leading up to budget amendment day on Oct. 31, and budget 
adoption on Nov. 7. I continue to track feedback for 
neighborhood priorities, and I’ll continue to focus on basic city 
services, public safety, and local roads. We've seen that the 
Fire Department needs $27 million in equipment (fire trucks) 
in the next two years. The Mayor’s budget proposes just $2 
million this year, and I’ll look for additional borrowing and re-
prioritizing other capital projects. If budget amendments fail, 
we may ask voters to decide at the ballot in April 2026. Thank 
you to WISN News (screen grab to the left) for highlighting 
that half of our fleet will exceed its recommended age by 
2027. 

As the conclusion of construction season draws near, please 
note that there are still a number of traffic calming projects 
that will be installed throughout the district before the end of 
the year. We look forward to working with residents on 
additional measures in 2026.

Lastly, the city park project on S.51st St. and W. Stack Dr. 
was delayed due to staffing shortages. I'm told that planning, 
engagement, outreach, and design will restart soon. Stay 
tuned for updates. 

Share Your Thoughts on the 2026 City Budget 

Fall Leaf Collection 

D11 News and Updates

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=WWSIOHdfIka5DkNsmUulAb7krj3au3FHpPEYt7h7ygFUQ1laMEFVQ0JYSlMyOEg5S0FLMDJIQ1dGWCQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://city.milwaukee.gov/sanitation/Yard-Food-Waste/FallLeafCollection
https://www.wisn.com/article/milwaukee-fire-chief-warns-of-potential-doomsday-scenario-if-equipment-is-not-replaced/69036094
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