
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 26, 2016                   Council President Hamilton 
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President Hamilton Supports MPS Black Lives 

Matter initiative and My Brother’s Keeper   

 

Statement from Common Council President Ashanti Hamilton 

May 26, 2016 

 

I am proud to support a Milwaukee Public Schools’ budget proposal intended to improve 

outcomes for minority students and disrupt what many believe is the school-to-prison pipeline. 

The measure – in the news in large part because of uninformed criticism leveled by conservative 

bloggers and talk radio pundits – has actually garnered strong support in the community. 

 

The MPS initiative does not lend its support for the Black Lives Matter movement, but rather 

addresses some of the issues MPS students face on a continuing basis, such as institutional 

racism, poverty, inequities in education and some police practices. The reality is that MPS is 

composed of 80% black and brown students who face challenges that are unique to their daily 

experience in a city with hyper segregation and staggering poverty in too many neighborhoods. 

The MPS budget proposal begins to look at a new cultural studies curriculum designed to help 

these students, and one that would be implemented in as many as three schools in 2017.    

 

I am joined by many others in the community who see the value of this proposal. For the last 

four years I have worked with MPS on a summer program called “Be the Change” which has 

delivered successful outcomes for male African American students. In addition, I believe 

restorative and culturally responsive education will also improve our teachers’ ability to develop 

solutions to challenges faced by our youth in the City of Milwaukee. 

 

In my opinion, an initiative that I am deeply involved in -- President Barack Obama’s My 

Brother’s Keeper program -- is also incredibly helpful for students who live in the City of 

Milwaukee.  
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To be clear, our city is experiencing a high rate of crime that is touching the lives of our children 

far too often. But just last weekend, I hosted (in collaboration with the Black Male Achievement 

Advisory Committee) a My Brother’s Keeper forum where 80 students, MPD, other 

organizations, and peers had an open dialogue about personal experiences with crime, and it was 

apparent that there is a need for programs like My Brother’s Keeper. 

 

In my view, it’s time to get past the impression left by the name of the MPS budget proposal, and 

instead focus on the positive outcomes it can bring to the lives of so many Milwaukee students. 
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