November 11, 2010

Honorable Ray LaHood ' Im |“\
Secretary

United States Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave., S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: Wisconsin Hiawatha Rail Service
Dear Secretary LaHood:

We are writing to express our continued support for President Obama'’s vision to develop a Midwest
High-Speed Rail Network that would initially involve an extension of the Chicago-Milwaukee Hiawatha
service to Madison. We continue to believe that this network will improve mobility and provide more
travel choices for our constituents and will serve to create wealth and promote economic development
in Milwaukee.

In addition, our city is in desperate need of the employment opportunities that will be generated by the
$810 million federal investment in the development of the Milwaukee-to-Madison extension. Moreover,
as you know, this federal investment requires no state or local matching funds. This is a benefit to
Wisconsin that is not even afforded under federal highway investments, which require state matches of
20 percent or more. In other words, this investment will not require any expenditure from Wisconsin's
Highway Trust Fund, thereby enabling those resources to remain fully available for Wisconsin highway
and bridge work.

Our Common Council is on record in support of these rail infrastructure investments. For example, we
invested $6.2 million in city funds to renovate and expand the Milwaukee Intermodal Station, and we
have invested $6 million in city funds to acquire and renovate an industrial building in Milwaukee for the
rail car manufacturer, Talgo, Inc. We overwhelmingly defeated a resolution that would have put the city
on record as opposing the renovation of the platform areas of the intermodal station. We have also
passed resolutions urging state and federal transportation officials to consider investments in upgraded
inter city rail service between Chicago and Milwaukee instead of investing in the expansion of the ISH-
94 between Chicago and Milwaukee.

In short, we are on board!
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