
Milwaukee’s bungalows stand head and shoulders above those of other Wisconsin cities and the examples 
on the city’s West Side are particularly notable.  A special grouping of these bungalows in the 4500 block 
of North 47th Street was locally designated in 2001.  Deed restrictions at the time of development spelled 
out setbacks, cost of construction and where accessory 
buildings could be placed and resulted in a series of resi-
dences that show off the high quality materials and expert 
craftsmanship that have given Milwaukee bungalows their 
distinction.   Bungalows at that time appealed to all seg-
ments of society and most of the original owners here were 
professionals or business owners .  

Joseph Conrad was the original owner of this bungalow and 
he was a carpenter/contractor like his father before him.  
This probably explains why his residence is the only frame 
bungalow on the block. Elsie Conrad outlived her husband 
and remained in the house into the 1950s.  Later owners 
made unsympathetic alterations over the years including 
vinyl siding and the removal of the original porch.  The 
current owners took off the vinyl siding, installed a new 
architectural shingle roof, added wood combination storms/
screens and rebuilt the porch in masonry as it had been 
originally.   From being the drab house on the block, the 
renovations and new color scheme have made this bunga-
low a knockout and proves that a project does not have to 
have a large budget to be effective and make a difference in a 
neighborhood.  
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JAY AND CYNTHIA JANKE

JOSEPH P. AND ELSIE 
CONRAD HOUSE  (1923)
2564 NORTH 47TH STREET

RESIDENTIAL RESTORATION
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later photo with missing porch masonry 
and  vinyl siding
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Conrad house 1979


