
 
 

SUMMARY 
 

This supplement incorporates changes to Volume 3 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances enacted 
by the following Common Council file: 
 

 
211802 A substitute ordinance relating to aldermanic district boundaries commencing in 

2022. 
 
212008 An ordinance relating to the duties of the arts board. 
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FORWARD 
 
 

In 1989, volume 3 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances was printed in its current format of an updatedable 
looseleaf format.  As changes to these ordinances are passed by the Common Council, the Legislative Reference 
Bureau will issue replacement pages for this book.  Thus, it can be a current and reliable resource to its users. 
 

Volume 3, which contains chapters numbering 301-399, contains administrative ordinances which pertain to 
the organization and operation of Milwaukee's city government.  Other looseleaf volumes include Volume 1 
(Regulatory Ordinances), Volume 2 (Building and Zoning Code), and the City Charter. 
 

The numbering system for the Milwaukee City Charter and Code of Ordinances is patterned on that used for 
the Wisconsin Statutes (except for the use of dashes in place of parentheses) and is as follows: 
 
Chapter Section Subsection Paragraph Subdivision  Subparagraph 
  70     10       3       a            4       b 
 

If there are questions regarding the numbering system, or the correct method of citation, please contact the 
Legislative Reference Bureau. 
 
 

Keith Broadnax, Manager 
Legislative Reference Bureau 
May 2022 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMO 
 
 

If all supplements have been properly inserted, this book contains all actions of the Common 
Council through May 10, 2022. 
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 CHAPTER 301 
 COMMON COUNCIL 
 
  
 TABLE 
 
301-2 Aldermanic District Boundaries 
301-3 Common Council President 
301-7 Granting of Franchise or Special  

 Privilege 
301-11 Expenditure of Economic 

 Development Funds 
301-13 Common Council Community 

 Development Oversight 
 
301-2. Aldermanic District Boundaries.  
Effective May 14, 2022, except as otherwise 
required by law, the territory within the limits of the 
city of Milwaukee shall be divided into 15 
aldermanic districts which shall be comprised of 
the following election wards, as described in 
resolution file number 211801: 

1.  FIRST DISTRICT. Wards 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 
54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 322. 

2.  SECOND DISTRICT.  Wards 25, 
26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 
43, 44, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 318. 

3.  THIRD DISTRICT.  Wards 121, 122, 
123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 
133, 134, 174, 175, 176, 178, 179, 332, 353, 354. 

4.  FOURTH DISTRICT. Wards 141, 
156, 158, 162, 177, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 
186, 187, 188, 190, 191, 192, 194, 195, 196, 334, 
335, 336, 337. 

5.  FIFTH DISTRICT. Wards 33, 34, 
35, 36, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 
83, 85, 86, 87, 315, 317, 319, 320, 321. 

6.  SIXTH DISTRICT.  Wards 104, 105, 
108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 
118, 119, 120, 135, 136, 137, 138, 171, 172, 173, 
329, 331. 

7.  SEVENTH DISTRICT. Wards 61, 
62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 84, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 
99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 106, 107, 157, 323, 324. 

8.  EIGHT DISTRICT.  Wards 210, 211, 
212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 221, 
222, 248, 249, 250, 251, 306, 339, 345. 

9.   NINTH DISTRICT.  Wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 24, 316.

 
10.  TENTH DISTRICT.  Wards 88, 89, 90, 

91, 159, 160, 161, 163, 164, 193,198, 199, 200, 
201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 328, 
338. 

11.  ELEVENTH DISTRICT. Wards 252, 
253, 254, 255, 256, 257, 258, 259, 260, 261, 262, 
263, 264, 265, 266, 267, 268, 269, 270, 311, 343, 
344, 349, 350. 

12.  TWELFTH DISTRICT. Wards 223, 
224, 225, 226, 227, 228, 229, 230, 231, 232, 233, 
234, 235, 242, 244, 245, 246, 247, 305, 307, 308, 
340, 341, 346. 

13.  THIRTEENTH DISTRICT.  Wards 
271, 272, 275, 276, 281, 291, 292, 293, 294, 295, 
296, 297, 298, 299, 300, 301, 302, 303, 304, 312, 
313, 314, 351, 352. 

14.  FOURTEENTH DISTRICT. Wards 
236, 237, 238, 239, 240, 241, 243, 273, 274, 277, 
278, 279, 280, 282, 283, 284, 285, 286, 287, 288, 
289, 290, 309, 310, 342, 347, 348. 

15.  FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.  Wards 139, 
140, 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 
151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 165, 166, 167, 168, 169, 
170, 189, 197, 325, 326, 327, 330, 333. 

 
301-3.   Common Council President.  

1. SUCCESSOR IN OFFICE. In the event 
the president of the common council is unable to 
act or perform any of his duties because of illness, 
other disability or absence from the city, by a direct 
line of succession and in the order herein set forth, 
the persons elected or appointed to the following 
offices or positions shall act as president of the 
common council and have and exercise the 
powers and discharge all of the duties of the 
president of the common council until such time as 
the president of the common council shall resume 
his duties, and while so acting as president of the 
common council, such person  shall be styled as 
"acting president of the common council"; 
provided, that if any person lower on the list of 
succession or order, as herein set forth, shall be 
exercising such powers and discharging such 
duties and a person higher on the list of 
succession or order shall become available to 
serve, such powers and duties are forthwith vested 
in the person higher on the list or order. The direct 
line of succession and order shall be as follows:  
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2. LINE OF SUCCESSION.  Chair of 
the committee on finance and personnel; the 
chairs of standing committees of the common 
council in the order of their seniority, that is, the 
length of service in the office of common council 
member; and in the event such time of service be 
equal, then as to such chairs in the alphabetical 
order of their surnames; the remaining common 
council members in the order of their seniority, that 
is, the length of service in the office of common 
council member, and in the event such time of 
service be equal, then as to such common council 
members in the alphabetical order of their 
surnames.  In the event of the death or resignation 
of the president of the common council, the 
common council shall at the next meeting, after 
the occurrence of such event, elect a successor to 
fill the office of president who shall preside over 
meetings for the remainder of the term of office to 
which members of the common council were 
elected. 
 
301-7. Granting of Franchise or Special 
Privilege.  1.  DEPOSIT REQUIRED.  No 
resolution granting any franchise or special 
privilege shall be considered by the common 
council, nor shall any action be taken thereon, 
unless the person, firm or corporation in whose 
favor said resolution is proposed shall have first 
paid into the city treasury, for the purpose of 
defraying the printing and any other incidental 
expenses which the city may incur in the 
consideration of such resolution, the fee required 
in s. 81-57 or 81-115. 

2. CITY CLERK TO VERIFY 
PAYMENT.  The city clerk shall, before reading or 
presenting to the common council for its 
consideration any resolution granting a franchise 
or special privilege, obtain from the city treasurer a 
statement to the effect that the required amounts 
have been paid into the treasury, such statement 
to be included in the resolution presented to the 
common council and countersigned by the city 
comptroller. 

3. DEPOSIT IN TREASURY.  Fees 
collected pursuant to this section shall be 
deposited in the city treasury and credited to the 
general city fund. 

301-11.  Expenditure of Economic 
Development Funds.  All expenditures of 
common council economic development funds 
shall be approved by the community and economic 
development committee. 
 
301-13. Common Council Community 
Development Oversight.  Common council 
oversight with respect to community development 
shall be assigned to a common council standing 
committee pursuant to the common council 
procedure and rules.  The common council 
committee to which oversight is assigned shall 
provide policy direction to the office of community 
block grant administration, department of 
administration, in carrying out its responsibilities, 
and to review, reject or otherwise modify 
recommendations of the office with respect to 
community development programs and actions, 
including recommendations to the common council 
on submission of the city’s annual federal 
community development block grant application. 
 
 
 
 
 
For legislative history of chapter 301, contact the 
Municipal Research Library. 
 
Pages 3-14 are blank.
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 SUBCHAPTER 2 
 BOARDS 
 
320-11.  Administrative Review Board of 
Appeals. 

1. DUE PROCESS.   The purpose of 
this section is to afford a constitutionally 
sufficient, fair and orderly administrative 
procedure and review in connection with 
determinations by municipal authorities which 
involve constitutionally protected rights of specific 
persons who are entitled to due process 
protection under the 14th amendment to the 
United States constitution. In order to insure that 
such rights are protected in the administration of 
the affairs, ordinances, regulations and by-laws 
of the city it is declared and required that the 
provisions of ch. 68, Wis. Stats., relating to 
municipal administrative review procedure shall 
be in full force and effect in this city, except as 
provided in subs. 5 and 6. 

2. COMPLIANCE. All officers, 
employees, agents, agencies, committees, 
boards and commissions of this city shall comply 
with the requirements of ch. 68, Wis. Stats., and 
shall conduct initial administrative reviews of their 
own determinations in accordance with s. 68.09, 
Wis. Stats., upon filing of a proper written request 
therefor. 

3. BOARD CREATED.  a. There is 
created an administrative review board of 
appeals consisting of 5 members which shall 
have the duty and responsibility of hearing 
appeals from initial administrative determinations 
or decisions of officers, employees, agents, 
agencies, committees, boards and commissions 
of the city filed in accordance with s. 68.10, Wis. 
Stats., and making a final determination thereon. 
In conducting administrative review hearings and 
making final decisions the board shall be 
governed by ss. 68.11 and 68.12, Wis. Stats. The 
board shall consist of a duly licensed attorney 
member of the State Bar of Wisconsin having 
practiced law within the state for not less than 7 
years, to be appointed by the city attorney, one 
member of the common council, to be appointed 
by the president of the common council, and 3 
citizens, one to be appointed by the president of 
the common council and 2 to be 

appointed by the mayor. The members of the 
board shall be subject to confirmation by the 
common council. The members of the board shall 
hold office for a 2-year term. The members of the 
board shall elect one member of the board to 
serve as chair. The city attorney shall appoint one 
alternate citizen member who shall act with full 
power only when another member of the board is 
absent, refuses or is unable to serve because of 
interest in the subject matter of the appeal. A 
member shall serve until his or her successor has 
qualified. Members shall receive no 
compensation for their services as board 
members unless expressly provided for by 
ordinance or resolution. 

b. Members shall be appointed no 
later than 60 days after the third Tuesday in April 
in even-numbered years to 2-year terms expiring 
on the third Tuesday of April 2 years thereafter.  
When a vacancy occurs in a board position the 
appointing authority shall make an appointment 
within 60 days after the vacancy occurs. 

4. RULES. The board may adopt 
rules for the conduct of its hearings and for its 
procedures not in conflict or inconsistent with 
s. 68.11, Wis. Stats. 

5. CITY LAW. This section shall not 
be deemed to repeal or supersede any other 
ordinance or resolution in conflict herewith which 
specifically provide other procedures for review 
of administrative determinations within the city. 

6. STATE LAW.  a. Pursuant to 
s. 68.16, Wis. Stats., the governing body of the 
city elects that the city not be governed by that 
part of s. 68.11(2), Wis. Stats., which reads as 
follows: who did not participate in making or 
reviewing the initial determination. 

b. For the purposes of s. 68.10(2), 
Wis. Stats., notice shall mean the date listed on 
the document provided to the appellant informing 
him or her of the action subject to appeal, 
provided that this document is mailed no later 
than 2 working days after the date of the 
document. 

c. All appeals to the board shall be 
received by the city clerk no later than 30 days 
after the date that appears on the face of a written 
notice of the determination or decision appealed 
from, provided the written notice is mailed to the
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aggrieved person no later than 2 working days 
after the date that appears on its face. If the 
written notice is mailed more than 2 working days 
after the date that appears on its face, appeals to 
the board shall be received by the city clerk no 
later than 30 days after the date it is received by 
the aggrieved person. Under s. 68.16, Wis. 
Stats., the city elects not to be governed by any 
portion of ch. 68, Wis. Stats., that conflicts with 
this paragraph. 

d. After the receipt of a timely appeal, 
the board shall schedule a hearing on the appeal 
as soon as is practicable. Under s. 68.16, Wis. 
Stats., the city elects not to be governed by any 
portion of ch. 68, Wis. Stats., that conflicts with 
this paragraph. 

7. LOCATION. The office of the 
administrative review board of appeals shall be in 
the office of the city clerk, room 205, City Hall, 
200 East Wells Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
53202.  The city clerk shall be custodian of all 
files, records and proceedings of the board and 
shall provide stenographic service, stationery, 
postage and such other needs as the board 
requires. Petitions, notices and all other 
communications to the board relating to the 
administrative procedures provided for in this 
section shall be addressed to the board and 
mailed or delivered to the board's office. Hearings 
and meetings of the board shall be held in the city 
hall at a place designated by the city clerk. Notice 
of hearings or meetings shall be posted as 
required by law. 
 
320-12.  Arts Board.  1.  CREATION.  There 
is created an arts board consisting of 17 
members appointed by the mayor for 3-year 
terms and confirmed by the common council.  At 
least one member shall be selected from among 
the members of the common council, one 
member  shall be selected from the membership 
of the Cultural, Artistic and Musical Programming 
Advisory Council and 2 shall represent the 
Milwaukee board of school directors.  A majority 
of the members shall be city residents.  No 
member may participate in any decision that 
would directly assist any organization to which 
the member belongs, except as a dues-paying 
member, or from which the member receives any 
benefit, except as a dues-paying member. 

2. DUTIES AND POWERS.  The 
board shall: 

a. Promote the development, support 
and enjoyment of the arts in this city. 

b. Promote cultural diversity in the 
artistic life of this city. 

c.  Promote the formation and growth 
of artistic projects or programs that are 
administered by and responsive to the needs of 
the city's communities that have been historically 
underrepresented or underserved based on race, 
ethnicity, age, religion, disability, sexual 
orientation, gender, gender identity, 
socioeconomic status, geography, or citizenship 
status. 

d. Promote the design, construction 
and landscaping of public projects and private 
buildings, including public and private 
improvements, that enhance the beauty of this 
city. 

e. Determine the amounts to be 
expended from the Milwaukee arts fund in 
accordance with the guidelines established under 
sub. 3 and any additional written guidelines 
adopted by the board. 

f. Submit an annual budget request 
for the Milwaukee arts fund. 

g. Review the designs of municipal 
buildings, bridges, approaches and other 
structures and projects in accordance with the 
guidelines established under sub. 4. 

h. Administer the municipal art fund 
established by s. 304-27. 

i. Submit annual reports to the 
common council and the mayor with respect to 
the board's activities under s. 304-27 and this 
section. 

3. GUIDELINES.   a. Projects or 
programs funded from the Milwaukee arts fund 
shall be organized and operated by the city, a 
nonprofit organization, or an individual artist, and 
shall be accessible to the public. 

b. Funding for projects or programs 
organized and operated by nonprofit 
organizations shall be limited to a maximum of 5 
years, unless the board, pursuant to its written 
guidelines, determines that additional funding is 
justified. 

c. The board may accept 
contributions and donations that will augment the 
Milwaukee arts fund, or that will assist in the 
administration of the fund, to the extent permitted 
and in the manner prescribed by law. 

d. Revenue and expenditure 
information shall be provided to the city 
comptroller for an annual audit. 
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Historic preservation (continued) 
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Job training and business development special fund ............................................................................ 304-26 
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