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MEMO

If all supplements have been properly inserted, this book contains all actions of the
Common Council through October 12, 2021.
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PREFACE

In 1986, volume 2 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances was printed in its current format of an
updateable looseleaf. As changes to these ordinances are passed by the Common Council, the Legislative
Reference Bureau will issue replacement pages for this book. Thus, it can be a current and reliable resource
to its user.
Volume 2, which contains chapters numbering 200 to 299, contains building and zoning regulations.
Other looseleaf volumes include Volume 1 (Regulatory Ordinances), Volume 3 (Administrative Ordinances),
and the City Charter.
The numbering system for the Milwaukee City Charter and Code of Ordinances is patterned on that
used for the Wisconsin Statutes (except for the use of dashes in place of parentheses) and is as follows:
Chapter
70

Section
10

Subsection
3

Paragraph
a

Subdivision
4

Subparagraph
b

If there are questions regarding the numbering system, or the correct method of citation, please contact the
Legislative Reference Bureau.

Keith Broadnax, Manager
Legislative Reference Bureau
October 2021
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Administration and Enforcement 200-18
3.
The commissioner shall exercise
powers with respect to state building code
variances pursuant to the process and procedures
specified in ch. SPS 303, Wis. Adm. Code, as
amended.
4.
The commissioner shall process
petitions for state building code variances within
the following time frames:
a.
30 business days for standard
petitions.
b.
10 business days for priority
petitions.
5.
The fee schedule for processing
petitions for variances shall be that specified by s.
SPS 302.52, Wis. Adm. Code, as amended.
Refunds of 50% of fees shall be made when the
required time frame under sub. 4 is exceeded.

2.
In addition to other applicable
enforcement procedures and pursuant to the
authority of s. 66.0113, Wis. Stats., the department
may issue citations pursuant to the citation
procedure set forth in s. 50-25 to any person
violating any provision of ss. 80-44-2, 200-11,
200-20-2, 200-21.5, 200-22-5, 200-24, 200-42,
200-51.7, 200-53, 200-61, ch. 207, ch. 214, ss.
218-2, 218-6, 218-9-6, 218-10, 222-11-2,
222-13-1, 222-19-1, ch. 223, ss. 225-2-1, 225-3-4,
225-3-5-a, 225-4, ch. 236, ch. 240, s. 244-3,
ch. 246, s. 252-1, ch. 261, ch. 275, ch. 289,
ch. 290, ch. 295 or s. 320-21-11.
3.
The regulations of this code may be
enforced by the city by means of injunction.
4.
In addition to other applicable
enforcement procedures and pursuant to the
authority of s. 66.0113, Wis. Stats., the health
department may issue a citation with a prior order
pursuant to the citation procedure set forth in s.
50-25 to any person violating s. 200-51.5.

200-18. Building Code Task Forces. The
commissioner may establish ad hoc task forces to
advise and provide technical assistance to the
department as may be required in developing
building code regulations. Citizen members
serving on such task forces shall receive
compensation as authorized by the common
council.

200-20. Landlord-Tenant Regulations.
1.
APPLICABILITY; REGULATIONS.
This section applies to any tenancy, except as
noted in s. 200-21, where there is no contrary
provision in writing signed by both parties. Nothing
in this section is intended to affect rights and
duties under other provisions of this code.
a.
The landlord shall:
a-1.
Keep in reasonable state of repair
portions of the premises over which the landlord
maintains control and all equipment under the
landlord's control necessary to supply services
which the landlord has expressly or impliedly
agreed to furnish to the tenant, such as heat,
water, elevator or air conditioning.
a-2.
Make all necessary structural
repairs.
a-3.
Repair or replace any plumbing,
electrical wiring, machinery or equipment furnished
with the premises and no longer in reasonable
working condition.
b.
If the premises are part of a building,
tenants, negligence or use by one tenant does not
relieve the landlord from the duty as to the other
tenants to make repairs as provided in par. a.
2.
EVICTIONS.
No
lessor
of
commercial or residential property shall take
retaliatory action toward any lessee who reports
building code violations existing on or about the
premises by raising rents unreasonably, or by
curtailing services or by eviction. It shall be a
rebuttable presumption that any attempt by the
lessor to initiate any of the aforesaid actions within

200-19. Penalties.
1.
Any person who is the owner,
operator or occupant of any building or premise
wherein or whereon there shall be placed or there
exists anything in violation of any of the regulations
of this code; or who shall build contrary to the
plans and specifications submitted to and
approved by the commissioner; or who shall omit,
neglect or refuse to do any act required in this
code, except where special penalty is provided,
shall, upon conviction, forfeit not less than $150
per violation per day nor more than $5,000 for
each premises, structure or property found to be in
violation, together with the cost of the action, and
in default of payment thereof to imprisonment in
the house of correction or county jail of Milwaukee
County, for a period of not less than 6 days nor
more than 90 days or until such forfeiture and cost
is paid; and every person shall be deemed guilty of
a separate offense for each day such violation,
disobedience, omission, neglect or refusal shall
continue. If the property contains more than one
dwelling unit, the minimum forfeiture may be
assessed against each dwelling unit found to be in
violation or directly affected by the violation.
Accumulated penalties recoverable in any one
action shall not exceed $10,000. A violation of this
code exists on the date that the order or citation is
issued and continues to exist until remedied.
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6 months of notification of the violations to the
commissioner is in violation of this subsection,
except that nonpayment of rent or commission of
waste upon the premises by the lessee shall be a
basis for eviction.
3.
FALSE INFORMATION. No landlord, tenant or any other individual may submit
false information to the commissioner relative to
code violations supposedly existing on or about
any premises in this city.
4.
PENALTY. Any person who violates
any of the provisions of this section shall upon
conviction forfeit not less than $25 nor more than
$500 together with costs of prosecution, or, in
default of payment may be imprisoned in the
house of correction of Milwaukee County for not to
exceed 90 days. Each day during which a violation
continues shall be determined a separate and
distinct offense.

equipment and systems that provide essential
services and safe dwellings to such residents and
enforce the provisions of ch. 275, it is necessary in
unspecified emergencies to authorize the
commissioner to enter upon the premises to take
certain actions and to recover the cost of such
activity from owner or responsible agent.
2.
EMERGENCY CONDITIONS.
a.
Whenever an emergency condition
exists upon residential property, whether owneroccupied or nonowner occupied, which results in
either the equipment and systems to supply such
premises or units of such premises with heat, hot
water, electricity, sanitary facilities or fire safety
components, or the building components
necessary to maintain the structural integrity,
becoming defective or failing to operate so that in
the opinion of the commissioner such condition
constitutes a substantial hazard and danger to the
health, property or safety of the occupants, the
commissioner may act according to the provisions
of this section unless either:
a-1.
The cost of proceeding under this
section would exceed 40% of the assessed market
value of the property as last determined by the tax
assessor; or
a-2.
The time needed to either complete
repair or correction of the emergency condition or
to, at least, effect temporary code complying
measures adequate to protect the health and
safety of the occupant, will exceed 40 days. If
either of these 2 factors are present, the
commissioner may, in exercise of sound
discretion, elect not to proceed pursuant to this
section and may utilize any other remedy available
under law as the commissioner deems
appropriate.
b.
In this section "emergency condition"
means any condition dangerous or injurious to the
health or safety of the occupants of a building, or
occupants of neighboring buildings, which arises
out of any of the following conditions:
b-1.
A mechanical failure of the heating
system or such inefficient operation of such
system that it fails to maintain a minimum of 60° F.
inside the unit, provided that enforcement of s.
275-61-1-b shall not be affected by this section.
b-2.
Lack of adequate water supply,
including hot water, provided that the 24-hour
notice periods applicable under sub. 3-a and b
shall be read as 72 hours and 84 hours
respectively when the condition involves hot water
supply only.

200-20.5.
Special Charge for Recycling
Noncompliance; Landlord-Tenant.
1.
Whenever a special charge under s.
79-47-2 is assessed against property and a tenant
of that property is responsible for the recycling
noncompliance on account of which the order was
issued, the landlord may require the responsible
tenant to pay the amount of the special charge to
the landlord.
If more than one tenant is
responsible, the landlord shall prorate the amount
that each responsible tenant is required to pay.
The tenant shall pay the landlord no later than 30
days after billing by the landlord.
2.
A landlord may deduct, from a
tenant's security deposit, the amount of a special
charge under sub. 1 for which the tenant is
responsible and which the tenant has not paid to
the landlord, provided that this was clearly agreed
upon in writing at the time the rental agreement
was entered into.
200-21. Essential Services in Residential
Premises.
1. FINDINGS. The mayor and
common council of the city of Milwaukee do find
that there has existed and do exist many instances
where owners of residential properties have failed
to provide essential services, make necessary
repairs or provide needed maintenance of
structures or equipment, which create emergency
situations that constitute a substantial threat to the
health, safety, property and welfare of the citizens
of the city and that in order to ensure proper
operation and maintenance of the structures,
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b-3.
Structural, mechanical or electrical
defects which increase the hazards of fire,
accident, health or other calamity.
b-4.
Lack of adequate and properly
functioning sanitary facilities.
b-5.
A failure of the mechanical systems
to function properly due to a lack of utilities or fuel
when such utilities or fuel are supplied by the
owner or operator.
3.
REPAIRING
ESSENTIAL
SERVICES. If the commissioner determines that
an emergency condition described in sub. 2
exists, and neither of the 2 factors listed in sub. 2a are present, or if either is present, the
commissioner elects to proceed under this section,
the commissioner shall issue an emergency order
pursuant to s. 200-12 specifically describing the
violations to be corrected and the action to be
taken if the order is not complied with, and attempt
to immediately serve the order on the owner or
such owner's agent responsible for the
maintenance, operation and repair of such
structures, equipment or systems. Whenever such
a condition exists, the commissioner shall
immediately proceed to enter upon the premises
and repair or cause to have repaired such
condition, in a workmanlike manner by a licensed
contractor. Whenever a condition exists as a result
of a lack of fuel or utilities as described in sub. 2-b5, the commissioner shall immediately proceed to
enter upon the premises and restore or cause to
have restored such utilities or fuel service and
shall inform the tenants that the restoration and
maintenance of fuel or utility services under this
section require that the tenants deposit their rental
payments with the city in accordance with s. 20022 and that such payments continue to be
deposited until the city's costs associated with
providing fuel and utility services have been
recovered and these services have been restored
by the owner or operator. Before the commissioner
may so act, one of the following 2 conditions must
have been met:
a.
The commissioner has been unable
to give actual notice of the existence of such
condition within the 24-hour period following the
discovery of its existence to the owner or the
owner's agent responsible for the maintenance
and repair of such equipment and system or the
provision of utilities or fuel services despite having
employed his or her best efforts, including
telephone calls and personal service, in attempts
to do so.

b.
The owner or the owner's agent
responsible for the maintenance and repair of such
equipment and systems or the provision of utilities
and fuel services after having been so notified of
the existence of such condition by the
commissioner fails to begin to remedy such
condition within 24 hours of having actual
knowledge of having been so notified by the
commissioner, or having so begun has not
completely remedied such condition within 120
hours. If the remedy of such conditions has not
been completed pursuant to this paragraph, but
temporary code complying measures have been
taken which adequately protect the safety and
health of the occupants, the commissioner may
extend, by no more than 48 hours the time period
for completion of the remedy of such conditions
prior to commencing to remedy the condition
pursuant to this section.
4.
EVICTION
ORDERS.
The
commissioner shall not utilize this section to affect
such repairs or provide utilities or fuel services
when the unit is occupied by anyone in
contravention of a valid court order issued
pursuant to s. 799.44, Wis. Stats., unless such
action is required to protect the health and safety
of other occupants not subject to such an order.
5.
TEMPORARY
EMERGENCY
HOUSING. Whenever an emergency condition
described in sub. 2 exists, or wherever there is
probable cause to believe that such a condition
exists, and that in the opinion of the commissioner
such condition cannot be remedied in time to
alleviate a hazard and danger to the health and
safety of the occupants, the commissioner shall, in
addition to effecting repairs or providing utilities or
fuel services pursuant to this section, refer the
occupants, where necessary, to temporary
housing. Whenever the commissioner makes such
a referral, he or she must act immediately
pursuant to sub. 3.
6.
FUND FOR ESSENTIAL SERVICE
EMERGENCIES. The comptroller shall set aside a
fund for costs incurred by the commissioner in
enforcing this section.
7.
RECOVERY OF COSTS BY CITY.
If, as a result of the enforcement of sub. 3, the
commissioner expends monies of the city via the
fund established in sub. 6, absent either payment
or some binding written agreement for payment by
the owner or the owner's agent responsible for the
maintenance, repair and operation of such
systems and equipment, the commissioner shall:
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a.
Institute within 30 days of completion
of the repairs a court action to recover from such
person an amount sufficient to compensate the
city for the expense and labor in making such
repairs or providing such utilities or fuel services
as well as associated administrative costs.
Administrative costs shall be deemed to be no less
than $50 per hour per inspector field hour
incurred pursuant to actions under this section.
Additionally, damages shall also include, but not
be limited to, costs incurred by the city in providing
temporary relocation housing and assistance to
the occupant under this section; or
b.
Assess, following proper notice and
opportunity for a hearing before the commission as
provided in s. 200-17, charges upon the premises
involved sufficient to compensate the city in an
amount equal to that computed under par. a. In the
event a judgment under par. a is satisfied, such
tax assessment shall be deemed satisfied also
vice-versa. At the discretion of the commissioner,
charges may be paid as follows:
b-1.
If the total amount of the principal of
such charges remaining unpaid is the sum of
$125, or over, it shall be spread equally over the
first available and next succeeding 5 tax rolls.
b-2.
If the total amount of the charges
remaining unpaid is less than $125, said amount
shall be placed on the first available tax roll.
b-3.
In addition to the principal remaining
unpaid, interest shall be added at a rate of 0.7%
per month or 8.4% per year, commencing after the
billing date of the invoice. A 45-day grace period
for payment will be granted from the date of billing,
and if not paid within such period, interest will be
charged on a restorative basis to the date of
billing.
b-4.
After being placed on the tax roll in
annual installments or otherwise, such amounts of
special assessments shall be paid within the time
allowed for the payment of general property taxes.
If the taxpayer fails to pay a special assessment
within the time allowed for payment, it shall
become delinquent and be treated in the same
manner and subject to the same laws as a
delinquent general property tax.
8.
RETALIATION PROHIBITED. No
nonowner occupant of premises that become the
subject of activity by the department under this
section shall be evicted or retaliated against for
having notified the department of the existence of
such conditions or for having been the occupant at
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the time the commissioner took such action. It
shall be presumed that any attempt to terminate
the tenancy, or to increase charges, or to reduce
services or to refuse to renew a rental agreement,
or to otherwise harass or retaliate against such
occupant or to reduce the level of services being
rendered to such occupant during the period from
the first complaint to the commissioner to 12
months after complete reimbursement to the city
for the costs incurred by it in acting under this
section is done in retaliation and is void and
subject to a forfeiture of not less than $100 nor
more than $2,000 for each such attempt. Such an
occupant may be evicted for his or her failure to
pay rent, or if the occupant commits waste upon
the property, or if the occupant commits a
substantial violation of a written rental agreement.
In order to overcome such presumption, it must
beshown by a preponderance of the evidence that
such acts were based upon good cause. "Good
cause" as used in this subsection means that one
must show a good reason for his or her actions,
other than one related to or caused by the
operation of this section, including but not limited
to normal rental increases due to tax increases or
increases in maintenance costs.
9.
REVIEW. Records shall be kept by
the department and an annual report provided to
the common council which would indicate whether
this section is effective.
10.
REMEDIES. Remedies provided
under this section are not to be construed to be
exclusive of any other remedy available under this
code but are considered to be cumulative.
200-21.5. Legal Occupant Lists for Residential
Rental Properties. 1. LIST REQUIRED. The
owner of any residential rental property shall
maintain a current list of all tenants and
sublessees authorized to occupy the building or
buildings on such property. Upon written request
to the owner, this list shall be made available to
department personnel within 24 hours.
2.
PENALTIES.
The penalties
provided in s. 200-19, including the minimum
penalties, shall apply to any person found to be in
violation of this section.

-24-

Administration and Enforcement 200-22
200-22. Rent Withholding.
1.
NONCOMPLIANCE.
a.
Deposit in Escrow. Notwithstanding
any other provision of law or any agreement,
whether oral or written, if an owner of real
property, except rooming houses licensed under s.
275-20, fails or neglects to comply with an order of
the commissioner to correct a violation of this code
or an order of the commissioner of health to
comply with ss. 66-20 to 66-22, upon the
expiration of the order to correct those violations
and written notification by the department, the
tenant of the premises is authorized to deposit
rental payments into an escrow account
designated by the commissioner. The only
violation exempt from the provisions of this section
is that rent withholding is not authorized for failure
to comply with an exterior painting order issued
pursuant to ch. 275. Rent withholding is available
regardless of whether the commissioner has
granted an extension of the order to correction
violations. Rent withholdings available for failure
to comply with an exterior painting order that was
issued pursuant to lead poisoning prevention and
control regulations or the residential rental property
lead-based paint hazard control pilot project,
subch. 2 of ch. 66. Rent withholding is not
available if the only violation is for failure to comply
with an exterior painting order issued pursuant to
subch. 2 of ch. 66 and the commissioner of health
has granted an extension of that order for
seasonal considerations. A tenant shall not be
prevented from withholding rent if other violations
are past due even if exterior paint orders are or
are not past due. The tenant may commence
rental deposits into the escrow account after the
orders are past due, and he or she has been
notified in writing by the department, provided that
payment is made prior to expiration of a 5-day pay
or quit notice or service of a 14-day termination
notice given by the lessor under ch. 704, Wis.
Stats. The owner shall be notified of rent
withholding authorization by the commissioner by
first class mail within 5 days. In the event that the
tenant has commenced rental deposits in the
escrow account, it shall be the responsibility of the
owner to notify the commissioner of the service of
any of the notices referenced in this section that
are served after the tenant has commenced rent
withholding, and to provide a copy of such notice
to the commissioner. The tenant shall be allowed
to deposit rent into the escrow account until the
copy of the notice is received. It shall be an
affirmative defense to a rent withholding under this

section to show that the damage or condition on
which the violation is based is caused by
negligence or improper use by the tenant.
b.
If the only violation remaining is
failure to comply with exterior painting pursuant to
ch. 275 or a violation that has been granted an
extension for seasonal consideration, the
department shall no longer accept deposits into
the escrow account.
c.
Owner Appeal. Authorization to
deposit rental payments into an escrow account
pursuant to par. a shall be stayed if an appeal of
rent withholding authorization is made by the
owner to the standards and appeals commission in
the manner and within the time period provided by
s. 200-17.
In hearing such appeals the
commission shall have the power to affirm or
reverse the authorization of rent withholding or
require the return to the owner of all or part of the
rent paid to the city rent withholding account or
postpone to a future time the commencement of
rent withholding. The commission, and only the
commission, may determine which, if any, of the
violations was caused by the negligence of the
tenants and, in such event, shall make a specific
finding of such fact. This finding shall not affect the
responsibility of the party charged with the duty
under the code to repair and correct such
violations, but the commission shall authorize rent
withholding under this section in such instances to
continue only until such non-tenant caused
violations are certified as corrected by the
commissioner.
d.
Upon acceptance of rent, receipt will
be mailed to the owner or agent and serve as a
notice that rent has been paid. The department
has no responsibility for the collection of rent.
2.
DEPOSIT BY TENANT. The right of
tenant to deposit rental payments into the escrow
account established by this section shall not
preclude or effect in any way the right to use any of
the remedies provided by the laws of the state of
Wisconsin pertaining to the relationship of landlord
and tenant.
3.
RELEASE OF FUNDS. Monies
deposited in the escrow account shall be released
as follows:
a.
To the owner of record as recorded
with the register of deeds at the time of
certification by the department. Certification means
that the premises, at the time of inspection for
certification, are free of any violation of this code
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and of any violation of subch. 2 of ch. 66, except
for any violation for which the commissioner of
health has granted an extension for seasonal
considerations.
b.
Monies deposited in such escrow
account may be used by the owner or agent to
make repairs required to completely correct all the
existing violations on the premises.
c-1.
Monies deposited in the escrow
account may be released by the escrow agent to
the owner or agent upon presentation of approved
itemized receipts for the work completed and upon
certification by the department that the receipts
reasonably match the work done. The escrow
account shall maintain sufficient funds to cover
administrative charges and maintain a minimum
balance of $150.
c-2.
The entire amount of funds held in
the escrow account less any administrative
charges may be released by the escrow agent to
the landlord or agent and contractor performing
the repair work, upon presentation of approved
itemized billing for the repair work completed and
upon certification by the department that the
receipts reasonably match the work done.
d.
To any receiver for the premises
appointed under s. 823.22, Wis. Stats.
e.
Monies deposited in such escrow
account shall be used to pay for utilities where the
utilities are included as part of the rent.
f.
The commissioner may withdraw
monies from such escrow account to have the
department of public works or a private contractor
certified under s. 95-14 make repairs to protect the
health, safety and welfare of the tenants. Such
repairs shall include violations listed on an order of
the commissioner to correct a violation of this
code.
g.
If the occupancy of a premises is
ordered to be discontinued pursuant to s. 200-11-4
or 200-11-5, the commissioner may use such
escrow monies to pay the displaced tenants
relocation costs up to the amount the tenant has
deposited in escrow. If the tenancy
of the premises is caused to be discontinued for
reasons other than eviction by the owner of record
at the time the rent withholding application was
filed, the commissioner may use such escrow
monies to pay the tenants’ reasonable relocation
costs up to the equivalent of one month’s rent
upon proof of displacement, unless an affirmative
defense is made by the property owner to the
department as described in sub. 1-c.
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h.
The commissioner may deduct
expenses as fees to cover the costs of
establishing, maintaining and closing the escrow
account as follows:
h-1.
$30 to establish the account.
h-2.
$5 monthly to maintain the account
when no transaction occurs during the month
except as specified in subd. 3.
h-3.
$25 monthly to maintain the account
when no transaction has occurred for more than 6
months.
h-4.
$10 monthly to maintain the account
when a transaction occurs during the month.
h-5.
$30 to close the account.
i.
The commissioner may also
withdraw monies from an escrow account to pay
for any department fee authorized by the code.
j.
If the city razes a building for which a
rent withholding escrow account has been
established, monies in the account shall be utilized
by the commissioner to cover the city's demolition
costs.
4.
APPLICABILITY. The provisions of
ss. 200-12 and 200-17 relating to enforcement,
notice and hearings applicable to orders issued by
the commissioner are made applicable to orders
issued by the commissioner pursuant to this
section.
5.
EVICTION OR RETALIATION.
a.
No person or tenant who complains
to the commissioner of violations of this code or
complies with this section shall be evicted for
nonpayment of rent or because the person or
tenant has elected to act under this section, so
long as rent is being deposited by that tenant in the
escrow account approved by the city for the receipt
of such rental amounts.
b.
No person or tenant shall be evicted
or retaliated against for complaining of violations of
this code or for complying with this section. It shall
be presumed that any attempt to terminate the
tenancy of such tenant or to evict such tenant or to
raise such tenant's rental payments or to otherwise
harass or retaliate against such tenant during the
period from the first complaint to the commissioner
to 12 months after the certification to the
department that all violations have been corrected
is done in retaliation for the tenant's complaint to
the commissioner of a violation of this code or for
his or her compliance with this section and is
declared void and subject to a forfeiture of not less
than $100 nor more than $2,000 for each such
attempt; provided, however, that a tenant may be
evicted for failure to pay rent into the escrow
account when due or if the tenant commits waste
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SUBCHAPTER 1
STATE RULES AND LOCAL ENFORCEMENT
225-01. Adoption of State Law. Except as
otherwise provided in this chapter, the city of
Milwaukee adopts ss. 145.01, 145.06, 145.11,
145.15(4) and 145.175, Wis. Stats., as amended,
and chs. SPS 81-87, Wis. Adm. Code, as
amended, as part of this code.
225-02. Retroactivity of Various Wisconsin
Administrative Code Plumbing Provisions.
Sections SPS 382.21, 382.30, 382.31 and
382.41, Wis. Adm. Code, as amended, shall
apply retroactively if upon inspection of any part
of an existing plumbing system a condition is
identified that tends to create a potential health
hazard. If such a condition is identified by the
department, then the plumbing system or any
part thereof shall be repaired, renovated,
replaced, or removed in conformity and
compliance with ss. SPS 382.21, 382.30, 382.31
and 382.41, Wis. Adm. Code, as amended.

SUBCHAPTER 2
SEWAGE DISPOSAL AND WATER SYSTEMS
225-14
225-15
225-16
225-17
225-18
225-19
225-20
225-21
225-22
225-22.5.
225-23

Definitions
Permit Required for Individual
Sewage Disposal System
Examination
Independent Plumbing and
Drainage System
Maintenance of Individual
Sewage Disposal System
Hearings
Rules and Regulations
Inspection and Enforcement
Municipal Service
Lead Service Line Replacement.
Private Sewage Systems

225-1. Administration. 1. ENFORCEMENT.
The commissioners of neighborhood services,
health and public works, where specified, or their
duly authorized representatives, shall enforce
this chapter.
2.
DUTIES. a. The commissioner
of neighborhood services shall:
a-1.
Register upon application every
master plumber carrying on his or her trade or
business in the city.
a-2.
Inspect all plumbing and drainage
installations, including connections to main
sewer.
a-3.
Conduct and witness tests as
regulated in this chapter.

SUBCHAPTER 3
GAS PIPING SYSTEMS
225-31
225-32
225-33

Scope
Definitions
Abandonment Required
Well Operation Permit
Abandonment Procedure
Penalties

Gas Piping Systems; Scope
Gas Piping and Fittings
Abandoned Gas Piping
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a-4.
Sign and issue all notices or orders
and certificates of inspection and approval.
a-5.
Keep a daily record of all
inspections and tests made, complaints received
and investigated, notices and orders served, and
all other services performed.
a-6.
Make an annual report.
a-7.
Enforce this code.
b.
The commissioner shall:
b-1.
Examine, approve or reject plans
for plumbing.
b-2.
Approve applications for permits
for all such installations when in compliance with
this code.
b-3.
Keep a daily record of all permits
issued.

the public health, safety and welfare. In addition,
the bond shall provide: that the applicant will
backfill and maintain any street, alley or public
grounds in any openings or excavations that are
made as directed by and to the satisfaction of the
commissioner of public works for a period of 6
months after initially backfilling the same and
shall pay the cost of restoring the permanent
surfaces of the street, alley or public grounds by
the city; that in the event that at any time the
backfilling of any ditches or excavations between
the curb and lot line is found defective in that
future settling occurs within a period of 3 years
after the date of completion of the work, shall
make or cause to be made necessary resultant
repairs to curbs, sidewalks, driveways, etc.,
subject to the provisions of ch. 115 and the rules
and regulations established by the commissioner
of public works; and that the applicant shall
reimburse the city for all damages done by
himself,
his
agents,
employees,
or
subcontractors. The cost of restoring the surface
shall be charged to the plumber or drainlayer
against the deposit made for the restoration of
said surface.
c.
The indemnity bond or certificate of
insurance shall be conditioned: that the applicant
will indemnify and save harmless the city of
Milwaukee, its officers and agents against any
and all injuries or property damage resulting or
arising from any negligence on the part of the
applicant,
agents,
employees
and
subcontractors; that the applicant or his insurer
shall notify the city in writing at least 10 days prior
to the cancellation of any certificate of insurance
afforded hereunder.

225-2. Registration of Plumbing Businesses.
1.
REQUIRED. No person may carry
on the business of plumbing in the city without
having registered his or her name, place of
business and license number in the office of the
commissioner.
2.
BONDS. a. No person may engage
in or work at plumbing without first having
executed and deposited with the department a
performance bond in the penal sum of $10,000
and an indemnity bond in the penal sum of
$50,000 for each person injured or the property of
any person damaged. No person may engage in
or work at drainlaying without first having
executed and deposited with the department an
indemnity bond in the penal sum of $50,000 for
each person injured or the property of any person
damaged, or in lieu of the indemnity bond a
certificate of insurance in the sum of $50,000 for
each person injured or the property of any person
damaged. The bonds of the performance bond
and certificate of insurance shall be in the form
designated by the commissioner in accordance
with the specifications set forth in pars. b and c,
and be approved by the commissioner as to the
sufficiency of sureties. Any person intending to
engage in or work at both plumbing
and
drainlaying need file only one indemnity bond or
certificate of insurance covering both operations
and one performance bond.
b.
The performance bond shall be
conditioned that the applicant will perform and
sufficiently complete all work for which permits
are issued in accordance with the plumbing
codes of the state of Wisconsin, city of Milwaukee
and all other ordinances of the city of Milwaukee,
within a reasonable time so as to fully protect
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225-3. Plumbing Permits Required.
1.
ISSUANCE.
No permit for
plumbing shall be issued by the commissioner to
any person not duly licensed, registered and
bonded. Permits issued shall be subject to the
rules and regulations of the commissioner, and it
shall be unlawful to do any plumbing without a
permit with the exception of work as regulated in
sub. 3 and work exempted under s. 200-24-1.5.
2.
ONE-FAMILY
DWELLING.
Nothing contained in this chapter shall be
construed to prohibit a property owner from doing
plumbing work within a one-family dwelling
occupied by the owner as his or her home,
provided a permit is obtained and the installation
is made in accordance with the regulations of this
chapter.
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3.
FAUCETS,
ETC.
Nothing
contained in this chapter will prohibit the
elimination of leaks, removing obstructions in
soil, waste, and supply pipes, restoring defective
valves, faucets, and similar appliances to an
efficient operating condition, by others than
licensed plumbers, but does not include the
installation or changing the location of vertical or
horizontal lines of soil, waste, vent supply or
interior leader (conductor) pipes in buildings
other than one family owner-occupied home.
4.
PLUMBING WITHOUT PERMIT.
No person may install, alter, extend, move or
remove any plumbing, plumbing system, lay any
drain pipe, make any attachment to any drain,
sewer or manhole, or do any work whatsoever in
connection with any sewer service lateral, or
public or private sewer leading into any city
sewers, or to any river, lake or stream, without
first obtaining a permit from the commissioner of
city development. Any person violating this
regulation shall be subject to penalty pursuant to
s. 200-19.
5.
STOP WORK ORDER.
a.
When it is found that any plumbing
installation is being made, or that any plumbing
device, equipment or fixtures required by this
code are being installed contrary to the
provisions of this code, or that such plumbing
installations, devices, equipment or fixtures
installed are dangerous or unsafe, the
commissioner may issue or cause to be issued a
stop work order. Any person violating this
regulation shall be subject to penalty pursuant to
s. 200-19.
b.
Such stop work order shall be in
writing and shall be served upon the owner of
such property, a duly authorized agent or the
person responsible for such work. The stop work
order shall set forth the reasons why such work is
being stopped, and the provisions of the code
being violated.
c.
A stop work order shall be posted
in a conspicuous place upon the premises and it
shall be unlawful for any person to remove such
order or to perform any work on the plumbing
installation, device, equipment or fixtures, so long
as the stop work order shall remain.

225-4. Drainage of Yard Areas and Roofs.
1.
UNDERGROUND DRAINS.
All
underground drains from roof rainwater leaders,
paved areas, yards, courts and subsurface drains
shall be mechanically connected to a storm
sewer or combined sewer when they are
available and abutting the property, except that
such drains may discharge in an approved
manner into an adjacent lake, river or stream,
provided they are not in conflict with the rules of
the Milwaukee metropolitan sewerage district.
2.
ROOF RAINWATER LEADERS
(CONDUCTORS). a. Discharge to Finished
Grade; When Permitted. All buildings, including
accessory buildings, may discharge roof
rainwater leaders, conductors or downspouts to
finished grade provided the discharge to finished
grade meets all of the following provisions:
a-1.
The point of discharge shall be a
minimum of 2 feet from a basement or a
foundation wall or alley property line and 5 feet
from all other property lines.
a-2.
The discharge shall flow parallel to
or away from the nearest property line.
a-3.
The discharge water shall not
discharge to a street, alley or other public way.
a-4.
The discharge water shall not
create an icy condition on any pedestrian
walkways within or adjacent to the subject
premises lot lines.
a-5.
The downspout hub shall be sealed
with a 1" concrete cap or in a manner approved
by the commissioner.
b.
Connection to Combined Sewer
Prohibited.
b-1.
For all residential structures
containing 4 or fewer dwelling units that do not
have the option of discharging to a storm sewer,
and for which discharge to finished grade from
roof
rainwater
leaders,
conductors
or
downspouts of any building, including any
accessory building, can meet the provisions of
par. a, all roof rainwater leaders, conductors or
downspouts shall discharge to the finished grade.
b-2.
All existing connections to a
combined sewer that can meet the provisions of
subd. 1 shall be permanently disconnected and
sealed in accordance with this section.
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b-3.
Any person violating this regulation
shall be subject to penalty pursuant to s. 220-19.
c.
Connection to Sewer Required.
Whenever discharge to finished grade from the
roof cannot meet the provisions of par. a, all roof
rainwater leaders, conductors or downspouts
shall be mechanically connected to the storm
sewer or combined sewer, or to an approved
storm sewer facility when it is available and
abutting the property. This shall include parcels
that have access by easement or private roads
when the storm sewer is available at the point of
access.
d.
Waiver. Any provision of par. a may
be waived by the commissioner if the property
owner submits, and the commissioner accepts,
plans for a discharge system designed by a
registered civil engineer for purposes of
complying with the intent of par. a.
e.
Use as Support Prohibited. No
conductor, roof rainwater leader or downspout
shall be used as a support for any part of a
building, structure or appendage to same.
f.
Installation and Maintenance. All
outside roof leaders (conductors) installed under
or in the ground shall be installed as regulated in
s. SPS 382.36, Wis. Adm. Code. Conductors
shall terminate with an approved pipe above
grade. The sheet metal conductors shall be
connected and sealed to the pipe in an approved
manner. Roof leaders (conductors) connecting to
the storm building drain in the basement shall be
of an approved pipe material to a point at least 2
feet inside the basement foundation wall. Roof
leaders (conductors) shall be maintained in good
repair and free of stoppages.
g.
Discharge into Catch Basin or
Sand Interceptor Prohibited. Rainwater leaders in
the combined sewer area shall not discharge into
a catch basin or sand interceptor. The sewer from
the rainwater leader shall bypass the catch basin
or sand interceptor and shall have a direct
connection to the sewer system.
2.5 RAIN BARRELS. a. Definition. In
this subsection, a rain barrel means an
above-ground prefabricated storage receptacle
with an automatic overflow diversion system that
collects and stores storm water runoff from the
roof of a structure that would have been
otherwise routed into a storm drain.
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b.
Rain Barrels Permitted.
Rain
barrels shall be permitted provided that the
overflow discharge conforms to the provisions of
s. 225-4-2-a, or is designed to overflow to a
treatment drain or storm water conveyance
system.
c.
Requirements. A rain barrel shall
be securely covered, include an inlet screen,
have an overflow discharge device sized to
adequately convey overflow to the point of
discharge and have a convenient and functional
means of water withdrawal.
3.
NEWLY PAVED AREAS OR
PARKING LOTS. a. Storm Sewer Required.
As regulated in s. 252-74, storm sewers shall be
required for all paved areas except that paved
areas for gasoline pumping islands shall be
drained to the streets.
b.
Permeable
Paving.
The
commissioner may allow the use of permeable
paving as regulated in s. 252-74. For newly
paved areas or parking lots, the storm sewer
requirement under this section may be waived by
the commissioner if adequate drainage is
provided. Perforated underdrain piping shall be
required for the full length of all permeable
pavement applications greater than 1,000 square
feet where permeable pavement is being used in
lieu of a catch basin or storm inlet.
c.
Subsurface Drainage. Subsurface
drainage for dewatering parking lots and other
areas shall be connected to an approved catch
basin before entering a city of Milwaukee sewer.
d.
Catch Basins and Storm Inlets. A
catch basin or storm inlet shall be located so that
no point of an impervious paved area is further
than 300 feet from a catch basin, storm inlet,
trench drain or permeable pavement surface with
subsurface drainage. Every catch basin shall be
connected to a combined sewer and every storm
inlet shall be connected to a storm sewer.
e.
Trench Drains.
Trench drains
shall be provided where all or part of the paved
area is sloped toward the public right of way.
f.
Sizing. All sewer lines and drains
shall be sized in accordance with the provisions
in this code and s. SPS 382.36, Wis. Adm. Code.
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g.
Slope. All paved areas shall be
sloped in such a way that there is drainage
toward a drain. Flat areas which allow ponding
shall not be allowed. All paved areas shall be
sloped away from the street or a trench drain
shall be provided to prevent drainage onto the
street or sidewalk.
h.
Drainage Systems. Plans for a
parking lot requiring a drainage system pursuant
to s.252-71 shall be submitted in triplicate to the
commissioner of city development.
Upon
approval of the plans and payment of the fees set
forth in s. 200-33, a plumbing permit shall be
issued for the drainage system.
4.
CATCH BASINS. a. Catch basins
shall be constructed in a water-tight and
substantial manner of concrete masonry, brick
masonry, concrete block masonry, precast
reinforced concrete, cast iron, bitumastic enamel
coated 12 gauge steel, vitrified clay or other
materials approved by the state department
safety and professional services.
b.
Catch basins in the combined
sewer area shall be a minimum of 36 inches
inside diameter and shall have a minimum depth
of 48 inches to the flow or water line. The outlet
shall be provided with a cast iron elbow or an
inverted wye connection not less than 4 inches
inside diameter and shall be submerged not less
than 12 inches below the flow or water line and
shall terminate not less than 18 inches above the
bottom of the catch basin. A cleanout shall be
provided in the horizontal pipe.
c.
The catch basins and storm inlets
shall have a fitted removable cover of a thickness
and strength to sustain weight or traffic to which it
will be subjected.
d.
Catch basins, retention basins or
ponds, underground vaults and filters designed
for the management and regulations of storm
water pursuant to ch. 120 shall meet the
requirements of that chapter and of ss. SPS
382.20, 382.34, and 382.36, Wis. Adm. Code.
5.
STORM INLETS.
Storm inlets
shall be installed as regulated in s. SPS 382.36,
Wis. Adm. Code.
6.
SEWER FACILITIES. A building
shall be deemed to have sewer facilities available
if it complies with s. 225-22-2-b.
7.
OTHER
DRAINAGES.
Absorption, permeable paving, natural drainage
alley and street drainages are covered in s.
252-71.

225-5. Drain Tile. 1. Subsoil drains placed
under the basement floors, around the exterior
foundation walls and footings and subsurface
drains shall be intercepted by an approved drain
tile receiver.
2.
Where such drains are connected
to a combined sewer, they shall discharge to an
approved trapped catch basin, a trapped receiver
with a backwater valve or to a clear water sump
crock with the rim of the crock one inch above the
floor.
3.
Where such drains are connected
to a storm sewer, they shall discharge into an
approved trapped drain tile receiver with a
backwater valve or to a clear water sump crock
with the rim of the crock one inch above the floor.
Where such drains are located outside the
building for dewatering, they shall discharge into
a trapped storm catch basin.
4.
Under no circumstances may any
subsoil, foundation, footing, window and door
well or yard drains, unroofed basement
excavations, cistern overflows, roof conductors
or drains from areas exposed to rainfall connect
directly to the sanitary sewer, nor shall they be
permitted to discharge indirectly into the sanitary
sewer.
5.
For the installation of drain tiles,
see s. 240-01 or s. 252-70.
225-6. Trench Drains.
1.
Trench drains for paved lots or
parking areas shall be installed entirely across
points of ingress and egress of the premises and
shall be connected to a storm or combined
sewer. The trench shall have a minimum width
of 6 inches and a minimum depth of 8 inches and
may be constructed of concrete, cast iron, steel
or an approved prefab unit. When constructed
of concrete it shall have a minimum thickness of 6
inches. When a prefab unit, cast iron or steel
unit is used, it shall be installed according to
manufacturer's specifications. Where a trench
drain is not practical, a catch basin or storm inlet
may be used when the grade can be sloped away
from the public right-of-way.
2.
The trench shall be covered with an
approved metal grate and frame having a
minimum width of 6 inches and of sufficient
strength to sustain the weight of traffic to which it
will be subjected. Grates and frames in excess of
6 inches in width shall be proportionately
stronger. Manufacturer's ratings will be accepted.
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3.
Steel load bearing grate bars shall
have a minimum width of one and 3/16 inches
and a minimum thickness of 3/16 inches set on
edge spaced one and 3/16 inches on center.
4.
All steel grating shall have the load
bearing bars running the short distance and shall
be continuously banded with bars on both sides
across the face of the load bearing bars with the
same material and size as the load bearing bars.
Such banding bars shall be welded to the load
bearing bars with a 3/16 inch fillet weld at least
one inch long; one-quarter inch square twisted
cross bars or equal on 4 inch centers shall be
welded to the load bearing bars the length of and
parallel to the banding bars.
5.
All steel grates shall be set into a
steel curb angle frame a minimum of one and 1/4
by one and 1/4 by 3/16 inches and set flush with
the top of the grade or trench. Bent anchors a
minimum of one by 3/16 by 5 inches long or equal
shall be welded to the outer face of the angle
frame at 3 foot intervals or less.
6.
Cast iron grates shall be rated
"heavy duty" and shall have a minimum thickness
of one and 3/4 inches and a minimum weight of
25 pounds per lineal foot. The drainage opening
areas shall be a minimum 30% of the area of the
grate. All cast iron grates shall be set into a cast
iron or steel curb angle frame flush with the top of
the grate or trench. Steel frames for cast iron
grates shall be constructed the same as required
for steel grates. Cast iron frames shall be a
minimum 14 pounds per lineal foot and shall have
integral cast anchors and tie lugs at 3 foot
intervals or less.
7.
Where interior trench drains are
installed, the trench shall have a minimum width
of 6 inches and a minimum depth of 8 inches and
shall be constructed the same as outside trench
drains.
The frame and grate shall be as
specified in this subsection.

10/12/2021

225-7. Flooding in Critical Backwater Area. All
plans for new buildings, alterations to existing
buildings exceeding a total cost of $50,000 for
commercial buildings and $10,000 for residential
buildings, and building drain replacements shall
be referred to the city engineer before any
plumbing permit is issued for a determination
whether the proposed project is within a critical
backwater area. If it is determined to be in such
an area, a plan to prevent backwater and
basement flooding showing a detail of
construction of the building sewer, building drain
and soil, waste and vent piping shall be submitted
to and approved by the commissioner of city
development.
225-8. Sump Pump Regulations.
1.
Except for dwellings and buildings
described in s. 225-4-2-a-1, all sump pumps shall
be connected to a storm sewer or combined
sewer when available and abutting on the
property unless otherwise approved by the
commissioner. Dwellings and buildings described
in s. 225-4-2-a-1 may disconnect sump pumps
from a storm sewer or combined sewer and
discharge sump pumps to finished grade. All
discharges of sump pumps to finished grade for
reasons of non-connection or disconnection of a
previously connected system must meet all of the
following provisions:
a.
The discharge pipe shall exit the
building at one foot above finished grade.
b.
The point of discharge must be a
minimum of 2 feet from a basement foundation
wall and 5 feet from the property line.
c.
The discharge must flow parallel to
or away from the nearest property line.
d.
The discharge water shall not
discharge to a street, alley or other public way.
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e.
The discharge water shall not
create an icy condition on any pedestrian
walkways within or adjacent to the subject
premises lot lines.
f.
Owners of dwellings and buildings
which may disconnect sump pumps as provided
in this subsection may request the commissioner
to waive the provisions of this subsection upon
submission to and acceptance by the
commissioner of a discharge system designed by
a registered professional engineer or architect for
purposes of complying with the intent of this
subsection.
2.
When a storm sewer or combined
sewer is not available, the sump pump shall
discharge to grade and must meet all of the
following provisions, unless otherwise approved
by the commissioner:
a.
The discharge pipe shall exit the
building at one foot above finished grade.
b.
The point of discharge must be a
minimum of 2 feet from a basement foundation
wall and 5 feet from the property line.
c.
The discharge must flow parallel to
or away from the nearest property line.
d.
The discharge water shall not
discharge to a street, alley or other public way.
e.
The discharge water shall not
create an icy condition on any pedestrian
walkways within or adjacent to the subject
premises lot lines.

3.
Any septic tank or distribution box
on the premises shall be pumped dry of its
contents and filled with earth.
4.
The water supply to the premises
shall be turned off at the street main or at the curb
or lot line by an authorized employee of the water
works.
5.
The water shall be disconnected at
the front lot line and a plug or cap installed. On
copper pipe, a plugged flared adapter shall be
installed. On cast iron pipe, a cast iron plug or
cap with a lead caulked joint shall be installed. On
lead pipe, a solder joint shall be made.
225-10. Main House Trap. Main house traps
may be removed in existing buildings where the
roof terminals of conductors and rainwater
leaders are favorably located. When main house
traps are installed or replaced, they shall be
provided with a fresh air inlet connected on the
house side at least 2 feet from the water seal of
the trap, and shall extend to the outer air, where it
shall terminate with a 90 degree elbow turned
down one foot above the permanent grade and 5
feet from any window, door or other air intake.
225-11. Trapping Prohibited. The trapping of
sewers or drains is prohibited.
225-12. Building Sewers and Drains in
Combined Sewer Areas.
1.
INTERIOR
PLUMBING.
All
building sanitary drains shall be connected to a
public sanitary or combined sewer, approved
private main sanitary sewer or private sewage
system, except that a combined building sewer
may be used, starting at a point 5 feet outside the
building where the building is served by a
combined municipal sewer.
2.
SANITARY AND STORM WATER
CONNECTIONS. The building sanitary sewer
and building storm sewer shall be installed as 2
separate piping systems and shall connect to the
appropriate street or public sewer except that a
combined building sewer may be used, starting at
a point 5 feet outside the building where the
building is served by a combined municipal
sewer.
3.
SEGREGATION OF WASTES.
Clear water from a refrigerated drinking fountain,
water heater relief valve or water softener may
discharge to a sanitary drain system, and a
combined building sewer may be used, starting at
a point 5 feet outside the building where the
building is served by a combined municipal
sewer.

225-9. Abandonment of Sewer and Water
Connections.
1.
Any person, firm or corporation
demolishing or moving a building or structure that
is served by a sewer or water or both shall
engage a licensed master plumber under a
permit to properly abandon the building sewer or
water service or both immediately inside the front
lot line on private property. The plumbing permit
shall be obtained from the department of city
development before the commissioner of city
development may issue a permit to demolish or
move a building or structure.
2.
The building sewer shall be
disconnected at the front lot line and a pie or
bulkhead installed. On a vitrified clay or concrete
sewer, a pie shall be cemented into the bell or
hub. If the pipe, bell or hub is broken, then a swab
and 6 inches of concrete shall be inserted in the
sewer as a permanent bulkhead. On a cast iron
sewer, a cast iron plug with a lead caulked joint
shall be installed.
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225-13. Permits.
1.
PLAN AND PERMIT FEES. No
person shall install, alter, extend, move or
remove any plumbing or plumbing system
without first obtaining a permit therefor as
regulated in s. 225-3 and this subsection.
2.
APPLICATION.
a.
Any person desiring a permit as
required by this chapter shall file with the
commissioner of city development an application
in writing on a form furnished for such purpose.
Such application shall be signed by the
registered master plumber or by the owner of the
premises if the owner is doing the work.
b.
The application shall state: that the
owner will be bound by and be subject to all the
rules and regulations prescribed by the
commissioners of neighborhood services and
public works; the premises number, aldermanic
district, block and lot; size, kind and purpose for
which the drain pipe is to be used; the number
and kind of fixtures to be installed; nature of
installation, construction, alteration or repair; and
all other required information.
c.
Any person who willfully makes
false statements on any application for a permit
shall be subject to the same penalty as provided
for in s. 200-19.
3.
PLANS.
a.
Complete plans in triplicate shall be
submitted to the commissioner of city
development for the installation of all plumbing
systems in all buildings except dwellings, double
dwellings and duplex dwellings, and for all
additions and alterations to such systems.
b.
Such plumbing plans shall be
submitted and approved by the commissioner of
city development before any work is started.
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c.
Such plumbing plans shall illustrate
and describe the plumbing system and shall
show the location, kind and size of all drain pipes,
soil pipes, vent pipes, fixtures, traps, receptacles
and appliances to be installed. All essential
information for such equipment shall be shown
on the plans.
d.
No subsequent alterations in
approved plans shall be made without the
approval of the commissioner of city
development and all work shall be done in
accordance with the approved plans.
e.
One set of the approved plans shall
be kept on the site of the work at all times.
4.
NO PERMIT TO VIOLATORS.
a.
Whenever the installation of any
plumbing occurs contrary to the regulations of
this chapter, the commissioner shall issue an
order to the violator at his or her last known
address to remedy the defective work. Failure to
comply with the order shall be deemed sufficient
reason for withholding further permits, in addition
to other penalties provided in this code.
b.
If, after the issuance of a permit,
there is an unreasonable delay in the
performance of plumbing work, or if there is a
failure to promptly respond to official
communications, then such acts shall also be
deemed sufficient reason for withholding future
permits.
5.
EXPIRATION OF PERMITS. If any
plumbing work for which a permit has been
issued is not started within 6 months from the
date of the issuance of the permit, or if the
plumbing work ceases for more than 6 months,
then such permit shall lapse and be void and all
permit fees shall remain the property of the city.
No plumbing work shall begin or be resumed until
a new plumbing permit is obtained and the fees
prescribed in s. 200-33 paid therefor.
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SUBCHAPTER 2
SEWAGE DISPOSAL AND WATER SYSTEMS

9.
SUBSURFACE DISPOSAL FIELD
means a system of perforated drains through
which septic tank effluent is distributed beneath
the surface of the ground and absorbed into the
soil.

225-14. Definitions. In this subchapter:
1.
ALTER means to change in one or
more respects the characteristics of construction,
installation or operation of an existing facility, but
does not include replacement, repair or cleaning
of parts of an existing facility.
2.
APPROVED means accepted or
acceptable under an applicable specification
stated or cited in this subchapter, or accepted as
suitable for the proposed use by the state
department of safety and professional services.
3.
COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH
means the commissioner of health, his or her
designated representative within the health
department, or any other city official to whom the
commissioner’s functions or duties under this
subchapter have been delegated pursuant to a
memorandum of understanding.
4.
HOLDING TANK means a tank
conforming to the requirements of subch. IV, SPS
383, Wis. Adm. Code, which is intended for
retaining sanitary sewage and intended to be
emptied by licensed scavengers and disposed of
in a public sewage disposal system.
5.
INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL
SYSTEM means a sewage disposal system
serving one premises, which system is not
operated by the Milwaukee metropolitan
sewerage district.
6.
SEEPAGE PIT means a covered
pit with an open-jointed lining through which
septic tank effluent may seep or leach into the
surrounding porous soil.
7.
SEPTIC TANK means a watertight
receptacle which receives the discharge of a
draining system or part thereof and which is
designed and constructed so as to separate
solids from the liquid, digest organic matter
through a period of detention, and allow the liquid
to discharge into the soil outside of the tank
through a system of perforated piping or through
a seepage pit.
8.
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM
means a sewer system and any or all connected
sewage treatment facilities.

225-15. Permit Required for Individual
Sewage Disposal System. 1. COMMISSIONER
OF HEALTH. No person shall construct, install,
build or alter any individual sewage disposal
system without having first obtained from the
commissioner of health a valid permit authorizing
the person to perform the work for the specific
system for which the permit was issued.
Application for permits shall be made in the office
of the commissioner of health on forms furnished
by the commissioner and prepared in duplicate
by the person applying for the permit. Such
applications shall be accompanied by an
appropriate form as required by ch. SPS 383,
Wis. Adm. Code, giving the results of the soil
percolation tests performed by a certified soil
tester.
2.
EXAMINATION.
a.
The
commissioner of health shall be notified in writing
at least 5 days prior to the soil percolation tests of
the intent and the date and time the certified soil
tester will be conducting such tests to allow the
commissioner to observe the testing in progress.
Failure to provide such notification will be cause
of the commissioner of health to reject the results
of such tests.
b.
The commissioner of health may
provide on-site examination of the soil
percolation test performed by a certified soil
tester to determine whether the test was
performed in accordance with s. SPS 385.60,
Wis. Adm. Code, to insure that the installation of
an individual sewage disposal system is not likely
to produce a public health nuisance.
3.
COMMISSIONER
OF
CITY
DEVELOPMENT. The commissioner of city
development shall not issue a permit for the
construction, erection or alteration of any building
or structure containing or intended to contain any
plumbing fixture or equipment which is now or is
intended to be connected to any individual
sewage disposal system unless the applicant for
the permit has first
obtained from the
commissioner of health a valid permit for
construction or alteration of an individual sewage
disposal system as provided in sub. 1.
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225-16. Examination.
1. EXAMINATION FEES.
a.
Each applicant for any permit
required in accordance with s. 225-15 shall pay to
the city treasurer the examination fee specified in
s. 200-33 prior to filing the application for permit
in the office of the commissioner of health. The
examination fee shall be for a permit to construct
or alter an individual sewage disposal system or
to provide a holding tank in conformation with the
appropriate provisions of ch. SPS 383, Wis. Adm.
Code.
b.
The examination fee specified in
s. 200-33 is intended to defray in whole or in part,
the costs to the city in performing examinations to
determine if the proposed sewage disposal
system, as described in the required application,
is designed to be in conformity with this
subchapter.
2.
ISSUANCE OF PERMIT. The
commissioner of health shall issue a permit as
specified in s. 22515 only after he has
determined that all of the provisions of this
subchapter have been complied with. Such
permits shall remain valid for a period of 2 years
and may be extended for an additional 2 year
period if such extension is deemed appropriate
by the commissioner of health.

2.
USE OF EXISTING DRAINS AND
SEWERS. Old building drains and sewers may
be used in connection with new buildings or
structures or new plumbing systems only when
such drains and sewers are found on
examination and tests to conform in all respects
to the regulations relating to drains or sewers. If
such installations are found to be defective, the
department shall notify the owner of the premises
or his agent in writing of the changes necessary
to make such installations conform with
regulations of this chapter.
225-18. Maintenance of Individual Sewage
Disposal System.
1.
The owner of any premises served
by an individual sewage disposal system shall be
responsible for the operation and maintenance of
the system, and the operation shall at all times be
carried out in a manner which will preclude the
development of any public health nuisance or the
pollution of any public watercourse. Whenever
the commissioner of health determines that an
individual sewage disposal system is being
operated in such a manner as to cause a public
health nuisance or the pollution of any public
watercourse, the commissioner of health shall
serve notice of such violation on the owner of the
premises served by such sewage disposal
system; or in cases where a building used for
human habitation is located adjacent to a sanitary
or combined sewer, the commissioner of health
shall notify the commissioner of neighborhood
services, who shall issue an order to the owner to
connect to the sanitary or combined sewer within
10 days after service of the order.
2.
The order shall:
a.
Be put in writing.
b.
Include a description of the real
estate sufficient for identification.
c.
Include a statement of the reason
or reasons why it is being issued.
d.
Allow a reasonable time for the
completion of any act it requires.

225-17. Independent Plumbing and Drainage
System. 1. NEW INSTALLATIONS. The
plumbing and drainage system of each new
building or structure or a new plumbing and
drainage system installed in an existing building
or structure shall be entirely separate and
independent from that of any other building or
structure. Every building or structure shall have
an independent connection with a public or
private main sewer when available. Private main
sewers shall conform to specifications of public
main sewers and shall be approved by the
department of city development and the
infrastructure services division, department of
public works.
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e.
Be served upon the owner. The
order shall be deemed to be properly served
upon the owner if a copy is delivered to the owner
personally, or if not found, by leaving a copy at
the owner's usual place of abode in the presence
of someone of the family of suitable age and
discretion who shall be informed of the contents,
or by sending a copy by registered mail with
return receipt requested to the owner's last
known address, or, if the registered letter with the
copy is returned with a receipt showing it has not
been delivered, by posting a copy in a
conspicuous place in or about the premises
affected by the order.
3.
The order may contain an outline of
remedial action which, if taken, will result in
compliance with this subchapter and with rules
and regulations adopted pursuant to this
subchapter, and ch. SPS 383, Wis. Adm. Code. If
the owner of any premises served by an
individual sewage disposal system fails to comply
with the requirements of the order and continues
to operate the system in such a manner as to
cause the development of any public health
nuisance or the pollution of any public
watercourse, the commissioner of health shall
operate the system and make whatever changes
he deems necessary in the system, including
reconstruction, repair or alteration to attain its
proper operation; or the commissioner of
neighborhood services shall cause connection to
be made to the sanitary or combined sewer, and
the cost of reconstruction, repair or alteration and
the cost of operation of the system shall be made
at the expense of the city; the cost of the
connection to the sanitary or combined sewer
and the sums so expended in the abatement or
removal of any nuisance or nuisances in such
cases shall be a lien in the same manner as any
tax upon real estate upon the premises served by
the individual sewage disposal system; the sums
to be collected in the manner specified in s.
17-12, city charter.
4.
Nothing in this subchapter shall be
construed so as to take away any of the powers
of the city to abate a nuisance by an action under
applicable provisions of state law, charter or
simple ordinance, in cases where there is the
development of any public health nuisance or the
pollution of any watercourse.

225-19. Hearings.
1.
BY WRITTEN REQUEST. If the
commissioner of health refuses to issue a permit
for construction or alteration of an individual
sewage disposal system, the applicant for the
permit may file in the office of the commissioner
of health a written request for a public hearing by
the commissioner. The commissioner shall hold a
public hearing at a time and place designated by
him within 20 days of the date on which the
written request was filed. The petitioner for the
hearing shall be notified of the time and place of
the hearing not less than 5 days prior to the date
on which the hearing is to be held. The
proceedings of such hearings, together with the
findings and decision of the commissioner of
health, shall be reduced to writing and placed on
file in the office of the commissioner, and a copy
shall be served on the petitioner by the
commissioner of health or by delivery to the
petitioner by registered mail, return receipt
requested.
2.
REVIEW. Any persons, jointly or
severally, aggrieved by the decision of the
commissioner of health, or any taxpayer, or any
officer, department, board or bureau of the city,
may seek relief by having the decision reviewed
by the circuit court by certiorari, if the petition for
the writ is presented to the court within 20 days
after the date on which a copy of the hearing
proceedings with the commissioner's decision
was served on the person who filed the petition
for hearing, and if the person aggrieved notifies
the commissioner within 10 days after a copy of
the hearing proceedings with the commissioner's
decision was served on him of his intention to
present such petition to the court. Such petition,
duly verified, shall set forth that such decision is
illegal in whole or in part, specifying the grounds.
225-20.
Rules
and
Regulations. The
commissioner of health is authorized to make
and adopt written rules and regulations
necessary to carry out the provisions of this
subchapter. Such rules and regulations shall
have the same force and effect as the provisions
of this code, and the penalty for violation thereof
shall be the same as the penalty for violation of
the provisions of this subchapter. A copy of such
rules and regulations shall be kept on file in the
city clerk's office, in the legislative reference
bureau, and in the office of the commissioner of
health.
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225-21. Inspection and Enforcement. Within 3
days after the commissioner of health issues a
permit for the construction or alteration of an
individual sewage disposal system, he or she
shall transmit to the commissioner of
neighborhood services a copy of the permit. The
commissioner of neighborhood services, or an
authorized representative, shall make such
inspections as necessary to assure that every
individual sewage system is constructed,
installed or altered in accordance with the
requirements set forth in the permit, and the
commissioner of neighborhood services may
prosecute any person who violates the terms of a
valid permit issued by the commissioner of
health.

2.
When sanitary sewers approved by
the Wisconsin department of natural resources
and the department of public works become
available, the use of a private sewerage system
shall be discontinued within the time stipulated by
order of the commissioner but not to exceed a
period of one year.
a.
When public sewers become
available to any premises served by a private
sewage disposal system, the private sewage
system shall be discontinued and the building
sewer shall be connected to the public sanitary
sewer within the time allotted under sub. 2 except
where a hardship can be justified by letter, but not
to exceed 30 days after the sale of such
properties. Such properties shall be connected to
the public sewer immediately if upon inspection
the private disposal system proves not to be
working properly.
b.
A building shall be deemed to have
the facility available if the premises on which the
building is located has been determined by the
commissioner of public works to be served by the
respective facility.

225-22. Municipal Service. To preserve public
health, comfort and safety, every building
intended for human habitation or occupancy and
located adjacent to a sanitary sewer, storm sewer
or water main shall be connected to each or all in
a manner prescribed in this section.
1.a.
Every building shall be provided
with a supply of potable water in compliance with
this section.
b.
All property shall be connected to
the water main prior to sale, except as provided in
par. c.
c.
If a property is not connected to the
water main because of an existing well, the
owner is not required to connect if a statement
concerning the property is recorded by the
property owner with the register of deeds stating
that there is no connection to the public water
main at this time and connection is required by
ordinance to be made within 30 days after the
sale of such property.
d.
All property shall be connected to
the public water main within 30 days of sale.
e.
All property shall be connected to
the public water main immediately if upon
inspection the private well proves not to be
working properly or if the well proves to be tested
unsafe in accordance with s. 225-37-4.
f.
All property shall be connected to
the public water main in a manner consistent with
the provisions of s. 225-22.5, to the extent that
the provisions of that section apply to the
property’s water connection.
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225-22.5. Lead Service Line Replacement.
1.
FINDINGS.
a.
The common council finds that:
a-1.
Disturbance of lead water service
lines, particularly partial lead service line
replacement, has been shown to increase lead
levels in drinking water.
a-2.
Reconnection of existing lead
water service lines to new copper water service
lines has been shown to increase lead levels in
drinking water.
a-3.
Full replacement of lead service
lines, as opposed to partial replacement, can
reduce exposure to lead in drinking water.
a-4.
Because of the significant risks to
public health and safety posed by disturbance of
lead water service lines and reconnection of lead
to copper service lines, the city has a strong
public interest in remediating privately-owned
lead water service lines under certain
circumstances.
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a-5.
Residential properties containing 5
or more dwelling units are typically investment
properties operated for a profit and better able to
bear the costs of water service line replacement
than residential properties containing one to 4
dwelling units.
a-6.
Infants and young children are
among those at greatest risk of adverse health
impacts from exposure to lead, with childhood
lead exposure being known to cause damage to
the brain and nervous system, slowed growth
and development, learning and behavior
problems, and hearing and speech problems.
a-7.
Because of the significant risks to
public health and safety posed by the continued
use of lead service lines at child care facilities,
the city has a strong public interest in remediating
privately-owned lead water service lines at child
care facilities.
b.
For the reasons stated in par. a,
and under the authority granted to the city to
regulate connections to public water mains by ss.
66.0911 and 281.45, Wis. Stats., to act for the
health, safety and welfare of the public by s.
62.11(5), Wis. Stats., and consistent with the
purpose of this code set forth in s. 200-002, the
common council finds that it is necessary and
appropriate
to
establish
and
enforce
requirements for the full replacement of lead
water service lines under certain conditions and
to provide a funding mechanism to assist affected
property owners in complying with those
requirements.
2.
DEFINITIONS. In this section:
a.
“Child care facility” means any of
the following:
a-1.
A group child care center licensed
under s. 48.65, Wis. Stats., and ch. DCF 251,
Wis. Adm. Code.
a-2.
A family day care center licensed
under s. 48.65, Wis. Stats., and ch. DCF 250,
Wis. Adm. Code.
a-3.
A certified child care home as
defined in ch. DCF 202, Wis. Adm. Code.
b.
“Lead water service line” means a
service made of lead which connects the water
main to the building inlet and any lead pigtail,
gooseneck or other fitting which is connected to
such lead line.

c.
“Privately-owned portion of a lead
water service line” means the section of water
service piping from the outlet joint of the curb stop
to the outlet of the water meter outlet valve with
the exception of the water meter itself, regardless
of the ownership of the property upon which the
piping is located.
d.
“Utility-owned portion of a lead
water service line” means the section of water
service piping from the main to, but not including,
the outlet joint of the curb stop.
3.
REPLACEMENT REQUIREMENT.
The privately-owned portion of a lead water
service line shall be replaced whenever any of
the following occurs:
a.
A leak or failure has been
discovered on either the privately-owned or
utility-owned portion of the service line.
b.
The utility-owned portion of the line
is replaced on either a planned or emergency
basis.
c.
The property is a child care facility.
4.
REPAIR OR RECONNECTION
PROHIBITED. No repair of a privately-owned
lead water service line, or reconnection of a
privately-owned lead water service line to a
utility-owned water service line, shall be
permitted under any of the circumstances
specified in sub. 3.
5.
EXCEPTION. The commissioner
of public works or commissioner’s designee may,
at his or her discretion, grant a temporary
exception to the requirement of sub. 3 and the
prohibition of sub. 4 if the commissioner or
commissioner’s designee determines that doing
so will not create an imminent threat to the health,
safety or welfare of the public.
6.
NOTICE.
a.
Leak or Emergency Replacement.
In the event of a service line leak or failure under
sub. 3-a or emergency replacement of the
utility-owned portion of the service line under sub.
3-b, the commissioner of public works or
commissioner’s designee shall provide written
notice of the replacement requirement to the
owner upon the commissioner’s or designee’s
determination
that
replacement
of
the
utility-owned portion of the line is required.
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b.
Planned Replacement or Child
Care Facility. In the event of a planned
replacement under sub. 3-b, or if replacement is
required under sub. 3-c, the commissioner of
public works or commissioner’s designee shall
provide written notice of the replacement
requirement to the owner at least 45 days prior to
the commencement of the planned replacement
of the utility-owned portion of the service line.
7.
OWNER ELECTION.
a.
Upon receipt of a notice under sub.
6-a, the owner shall, within 10 business days, do
one of the following:
a-1.
Replace
the
privately-owned
portion of the lead service line at the owner’s
expense by contracting with a licensed
contractor. The work shall be performed in
accordance with all applicable state, local and
utility regulations.
a-2.
Elect to have a city contractor
replace the privately-owned portion of the lead
service line.
b.
Upon receipt of a notice under sub.
6-b, the owner shall, within 30 days, do one of the
following:
b-1.
Replace
the
privately-owned
portion of the lead service line at the owner’s
expense by contracting with a licensed
contractor. The work shall be performed in
accordance with all applicable state, local and
utility regulations.
b-2.
Elect to have a city contractor
replace the privately-owned portion of the lead
service line.
8.
FINANCING OF REPLACEMENT
BY CITY CONTRACTOR. If the owner elects to
have a city contractor complete the replacement
under sub. 7-b, the cost of replacing the
privately-owned portion of the lead service line
shall be paid in the following manner:
a.
Except as provided in sub. 9-a-3,
the owner shall be responsible for the average
current cost of replacing the privately-owned
portion of the lead water service line. The
average current cost shall be established each
year by the commissioner of public works,
subject to adoption by common council
resolution. The owner may be eligible for a city
subsidy under sub. 9.
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b.
The owner’s share of the cost shall
be assessed to the property as a special
assessment. Upon receipt of an invoice for this
special assessment from the commissioner of
public works or the commissioner’s designee, the
owner may pay the invoice, without interest, by
remitting payment to the city treasurer within 45
days of the date of the invoice. If such invoices
are not paid in full within the specified time, they
shall be placed upon the tax roll under the
following terms and conditions and in the
following manner:
b-1.
If the total amount of the principal
of the invoice remaining unpaid equals or
exceeds $125, it shall be spread equally over the
first available and next succeeding 9 tax rolls.
b-2.
If the total amount of the principal
of the invoice remaining unpaid is less than $125,
the amount shall be placed on the first available
tax roll.
b-3.
In addition to the principal
remaining, interest shall be added commencing
after the billing date of the invoice. A 45-day
grace period for payment shall be granted from
the date of billing, and if not paid within the
period, interest shall be charged on a restorative
basis to the date of the billing. The interest rate
charged shall be set annually as of the last
business day in June as an approximation of the
prime rate plus 1%. For the purpose of this
subdivision, the prime rate shall be defined as the
Wall Street Journal prime rate published in the
Wall Street Journal. The monthly rate of interest
shall be computed by dividing the average prime
rate plus 1% by 12 rounded to the nearest 100th
of one percent. The comptroller shall review the
interest rate annually and shall notify the
commissioner of public works of the interest rate.
The interest rate shall become effective as of the
public hearing date in September at which annual
assessment rate changes are submitted to the
appropriate committee of the common council as
provided in s. 115-43. The interest rate in effect at
the time the special assessment is levied shall be
fixed for the 10-year duration of the installment
payments.
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b-4.
After being placed on the tax roll in
annual installments or otherwise, the amounts of
special assessments shall be paid within the time
allowed for the payment of general property
taxes. If the property owner fails to pay a special
assessment within the time allowed for payment,
it shall become delinquent and shall be treated in
the same manner and subject to the same laws
as a delinquent general property tax.
9.
CITY SUBSIDY.
a.
Payment Method. Subject to
availability of public funds, a property owner who
meets the criteria in par. b shall be eligible to
receive a subsidy of the cost of replacing the
privately-owned portion of the lead water service
line required by sub. 3 in the following manner:
a-1
The property owner’s share of the
cost shall be the lesser of one-third of the
average
current
cost
to
replace
the
privately-owned portion of the lead service line or
$1,600. Each March 1, the city clerk shall adjust
the fixed-dollar amount based on the most recent
monthly constant-quality (Laspeyres) price index
for new single-family home construction
published by the U.S. census bureau, compared
to the same index for January, 2017.
a-2.
The city shall pay the balance of
the cost to replace the privately-owned portion of
the lead service line.
a-3.
The city shall pay the full cost of
replacing the privately-owned portion of the lead
service line if the property is a child care facility.
b.
Eligibility Criteria.
A property
owner shall be eligible for the city subsidy
provided in par. a if the property owner submits to
the commissioner of public works or
commissioner’s designee documentation, on a
form furnished by the commissioner or designee,
attesting that all of the following conditions are
met:
b-1.
The property is a one-, 2-, 3- or
4-family dwelling or a child care facility.
b-2.
The owner agrees to have the work
performed by a city contractor.

b-3.
The owner signs a hold-harmless
agreement holding the city harmless and free
from any claim or liability for damage done in
performance of the water service line
replacement work.
b-4.
The owner executes a temporary
right of entry and construction easement
authorizing the city and its contractor access into
the dwelling or child care facility as needed in
order to complete the connection.
10.
REQUIREMENTS FOR OWNERS
INELIGIBLE FOR SUBSIDY. Any owner who
elects to have a city contractor perform water
service line replacement required by sub. 3 and is
not eligible for city subsidy under sub. 9 shall,
prior to the commencement of this work:
a.
Execute
a
hold-harmless
agreement holding the city harmless and free
from any claim or liability for damage done in
performance of the water service line
replacement work.
b.
Execute a temporary right of entry
and construction easement authorizing the city
and its contractor access into the dwelling as
needed in order to complete the connection.
11.
REPORTS.
a.
Semi-Annual Reports: Financial
Impacts on Property Owners.
a-1.
Prior to January 31, 2018 and
every 6 months thereafter, the commissioner of
public works or the commissioner’s designee
shall submit to the common council a report on
the financial impacts of implementation of this
section on property owners who have had their
water service lines replaced under this section.
a-2.
Report
Contents.
Prior
to
November 30, 2017, the commissioner of public
works or the commissioner’s designee shall
submit, to the appropriate common council
standing committee, a description of the types of
financial impacts and other information that will
be provided to the common council in the reports
required by subd.1.
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b.
Semi-Annual Reports: Status of
Water-Service Line Replacement. Prior to
January 1, 2018 and every 6 months thereafter,
the superintendent of Milwaukee water works or
the superintendent’s designee and the
commissioner of public works or the
commissioner’s designee shall submit to the
common council a report on the status of
water-service line replacement or lining efforts,
testing results of lead in water, emerging
technologies for remediating lead in water, and
ongoing plans for addressing the lead-in-water
issue. Milwaukee water works and the
department of public works shall continuously
evaluate lead water-service line lining and
coating technologies or other emerging
technologies that may present themselves as
cost-effective and safe alternatives to lead
water-service line removal.
12.
ENFORCEMENT.
a.
Performance of Work by City. If
the owner fails to comply with sub. 3 within the
time specified in sub. 7, the commissioner of
public works or the commissioner’s designee
may apply for and obtain an appropriate
court-issued warrant pursuant to ss. 66.0119 and
196.171, Wis. Stats., to gain access to the
property and have the required work performed
pursuant to s. 281.45, Wis. Stats. The cost of
this work shall be assessed and collected as a
special assessment on the property.
b.
Penalty. Upon determination that
a violation of this section exists, the
commissioner of neighborhood services is
authorized to issue a citation in the amount of
$100 to the property owner. Each day of
violation shall constitute a separate offense.
c.
Discontinuation of Service. As an
alternative to any other methods provided for
obtaining compliance with this section, if the
commissioner of public works or the
commissioner’s designee, in consultation with
the commissioner of health, determines that the
owner’s failure to comply with sub. 3 will create
an imminent threat to the health, safety or welfare
of the public, the commissioner of public works or
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the commissioner’s designee may discontinue
water service to the property upon notice to the
owner and reasonable opportunity to comply with
the requirements of this section, and in a manner
consistent with the rules and regulations of the
Milwaukee water works and the public service
commission of Wisconsin governing discontinuation of water service.
225-23. Private Sewage Systems.
1.
ADOPTION. This section is
adopted pursuant to s. 59.70(5), Wis. Stats.
a.
This section shall be subject to the
provisions of ch. 145, Wis. Stats., and all
subsequent rules and regulations promulgated
thereunder regarding private sewage systems.
b.
This section shall not be more
lenient or more stringent than the rules and
regulations promulgated pursuant to ch. 145,
Wis. Stats.
2.
ISSUING
AGENT.
The
commissioner shall act as the issuing agent and
is assigned the duties of administering the private
sewage system program.
3.
SANITARY PERMIT.
a
Validity.
a-1.
No person may install a private
sewage system unless the owner of the property
on which the private sewage system is to be
installed holds a valid sanitary permit.
a-2.
No person may sell at retail a septic
tank for installation unless the purchaser holds a
valid sanitary permit.
a-3.
A sanitary permit is valid for 2 years
from the date of issue and renewable for similar
periods thereafter.
a-4.
A sanitary permit may be
transferred from the holder to a subsequent
owner of the land, except that the subsequent
owner must obtain a new copy of the sanitary
permit from the issuing agent.
b.
Application Forms. The issuing
agent shall use the sanitary permit forms
provided by the Wisconsin department of safety
and professional services.
c.
Application Process. c-1. The
applicant shall submit the completed sanitary
permit application to the issuing agent.
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c-2.
The issuing agent shall review the
certified soil tester reports for the proposed
private sewage systems and verify the report at
the proposed site if necessary.
c-3.
The issuing agent shall approve or
disapprove application for sanitary permits and
assist applicants in preparing an approvable
application.
c-4.
The issuing agent shall issue
written notice to each applicant whose sanitary
permit application is disapproved. Each notice
shall:
c-4-a.
State the specific reasons for
disapproval and amendments to the application,
if any, which would render the application
approvable.
c-4-b.
Inform the applicant of the right to
appeal and the procedures for conducting an
appeal to the commission under s. 200-17.
4.
FEES.
a.
The fee for a sanitary permit shall
be as specified for a septic system or holding
tank under s. 200-33.
a-1.
The city may not charge more than
one fee for a sanitary permit or the renewal of a
sanitary permit in any 12 month period.
a-2.
The issuing agent shall forward a
copy of each valid sanitary permit and $14 of the
fee to the Wisconsin department of safety and
professional services within 90 days after the
permit is issued.

b.
Other Fees. b-1. The fee for the
transfer of a sanitary permit shall be the same as
the original permit fee.
b-2.
The fee for the installation of an
alternative design system shall be the same as
the original permit fee.
5.
INSPECTION.
a.
The issuing agent shall inspect or
cause the inspection of all private sewage
systems after construction, but before backfilling,
no later than the end of the next workday,
excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays,
after receiving notice from the plumber in charge.
b.
The issuing agent shall file reports
and conduct surveys and inspections as required
by city ordinance or the Wisconsin department of
commerce.
6.
VIOLATIONS. The issuing agent
shall investigate violations of this section, issue
orders to abate the violations, and submit orders
to the city attorney for enforcement.
7.
CITATIONS. Violations of this
section are subject to the provisions of s.
66.0113, Wis. Stats.
8.
OTHER DUTIES. The issuing
agent shall perform other duties regarding private
sewage systems as considered appropriate by
the commissioner or as required by the rules of
the Wisconsin department of commerce.
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225-32. Gas Piping and Fittings.
1.
SUPPLY PIPES AND METERS.
a.
Every
building
or
structure
hereafter erected, and existing buildings or
structures where gas piping is installed hereafter
shall have the service or supply pipe equipped
with an approved accessible shutoff located
outside of the building or structure.
b.
The gas utility or other gas supplier
shall approve the location of its own meters and
shall determine the manner and location of the
supply gas pipe entry to a building or structure.
The gas meter shall be accessible for inspection
and maintenance at all times.
c.
The gas piping system in buildings
or structures shall extend to the outlet of the
meter. Only the gas utility or other gas supplier
shall connect its own gas meters to such system.
d.
Only the agent or employees of the
gas utility or other gas supplier shall disconnect
either the inlet or outlet of its own gas meters for
any purpose, or make any alterations, additions
or changes to its gas service piping, meter
connections or other gas supply facilities.
e.
No gas meters and no gas piping
shall be installed within any stair enclosure or exit
passageway or within any other required means
of enclosure.
4.
AIR SUPPLY. The installation of
gas-fired units of any type shall be permitted only
in a room where an ample quantity of air for safe
combustion and venting is supplied in an
approved manner to such room or units.
Gas-fired water heaters shall not be installed in
bathrooms, bedrooms or any occupied rooms
normally kept closed.
5.
VENTILATION TO OUTER AIR.
Gas-fired equipment and appliances shall be
connected to a masonry chimney, metal
smokestack or vent pipe to the outer air as
regulated in ch. 264.

SUBCHAPTER 3
GAS PIPING SYSTEMS
225-31. Gas Piping Systems; Scope.
1.
INSTALLATIONS. The installation
and approval of gas piping shall be in accordance
with NFPA 54 ANSI Z223.1 NATIONAL FUEL
GAS CODE 2009.
2.
PERMIT REQUIRED. Except as
exempted under s. 200-24-1.5, no gas piping
shall be installed, altered, renewed, replaced or
connected without first obtaining a permit.
3.
APPROVAL.
a.
In addition to the regulations of this
chapter and when not specifically regulated by
this chapter, all work done in the installation of
gas piping systems shall be done in accordance
with approved practice, and such work and all
materials used shall conform with accepted
standard safe practice.
b.
Practice which is in compliance
with applicable and latest revisions of standards
of either the United States of America Standards
Institute, the American Gas Association, the
National Fire Protection Association, the National
Board of Fire Underwriters, or the Underwriters
Laboratories, Inc., shall be deemed approved
and to constitute accepted standard safe practice
for the purpose of this chapter; provided,
however, that any industrial and commercial
installation, which shall be subject to the rules
and regulations of the Wisconsin department of
commerce, and which shall comply therewith,
shall be deemed to meet the requirements of this
section.
4.
PERMIT REQUIRED. Except as
exempted under s. 200-24-1.5, no gas piping
shall be installed, altered, renewed, replaced or
connected without first obtaining a permit.

225-33. Abandoned Gas Piping. All existing
buildings provided with gas piping intended for
purposes of illumination shall have such piping
disconnected and capped as near the gas meter
as practicable. All other existing individual gas
jets or fixtures shall also be removed or capped.
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SUBCHAPTER 4
WELL ABANDONMENT AND WELL
OPERATION PERMIT

7.
WELL ABANDONMENT means
the proper filling and sealing of a well according
to the provisions of s. NR 812.26, Wis. Adm.
Code.

225-35. Scope. This subchapter is intended to
protect the public health, safety and welfare by
complying with s. NR 811.10, Wis. Adm. Code,
which directs suppliers of water for municipal
water systems to require the abandonment of all
unused, unsafe or non-complying wells located
on the premises served by their systems and to
provide a permit system to allow retention of safe,
code-complying wells, for the purposes of
eliminating sources of unsafe water, preventing
such wells from becoming channels for vertical
movement of contaminated water, eliminating all
existing cross-connections and preventing all
future cross-connections. The requirements of
this subchapter apply to all wells located on
premises served by the city water system.

225-39. Abandonment Required. All wells on
premises served by the municipal water system
shall be properly abandoned in accordance with
s. 225-43 no later than 30 days from
November 30, 1993 or 30 days from the date of
connection to the municipal water system,
whichever is later, unless a valid well operation
permit has been issued to the well owner by the
commissioner of city development under the
terms of s. 225-41.
225-41. Well Operation Permit. Owners of
wells on premises with connections to the
municipal water system wishing to retain their
wells for any use shall make application for a well
operation permit for each well no later than 30
days after November 30, 1993. Owners of wells
on premises served by the municipal water
system, but without connections to that system
as of November 30, 1993, wishing to retain their
wells for any use shall make application for a well
operation permit for each well no later than 30
days after connection to the municipal water
system. The commissioner of city development
shall grant a permit to a well owner to operate a
well for a period not to exceed 5 years, providing
all conditions of this section are met. Prior to the
issuance or renewal of a well operation permit,
the commissioner of city development shall
require inspections and water quality tests to be
conducted by independent certified contractors,
at the applicant's expense, to obtain or verify
information necessary for consideration of a
permit application or renewal.
Permit
applications and renewal requests shall be made
on forms provided by the department of city
development. The following conditions shall be
met in order for a well operation permit to be
issued or renewed:
1.
The well and pump installation
shall meet or may be upgraded to meet the
"Standards for Existing Installations" described in
s. NR 812.42, Wis. Adm. Code.

225-37. Definitions. In this subchapter:
1.
MUNICIPAL WATER SYSTEM
means the community water system owned by
the city of Milwaukee.
2.
NON-COMPLYING means a well
or pump installation which does not comply with
s. NR 812.42, Wis. Adm. Code, standards for
existing installations and which has not been
granted a variance pursuant to s. NR 812.43,
Wis. Adm. Code.
3.
PUMP INSTALLATION means the
pump and related equipment used for
withdrawing water from a well, including
discharge piping, underground connections,
pitless adapters, pressure tanks, pits, sampling
faucets and well seals or caps.
4.
UNSAFE means a well or pump
installation which produces water that is
bacteriologically contaminated or exceeds the
drinking water standards of s. NR 812.06, Wis.
Adm. Code, or for which a health advisory has
been issued by the Wisconsin department of
natural resources.
5.
UNUSED means a well pump
installation which is not used or does not have a
functional piping system.
6.
WELL means an excavation or
opening into the ground made by digging, boring,
drilling, driving or other methods for the purpose
of obtaining groundwater for consumption or
other use.
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2.
The well and pump shall have a
history of producing safe water, as evidenced by
at least 2 coliform bacteria samples taken a
minimum of 2 weeks apart. In areas where the
Wisconsin department of natural resources has
determined that groundwater aquifers are
contaminated with substances other than
bacteria, additional chemical tests may be
required to prove safety of the water.
3.
There
shall
be
no
cross-connections between the well's pump
installation or distribution piping and the
municipal water system.
4.
The well water shall not discharge
into a drain leading directly to a public sewer
utility unless properly metered and authorized by
the sewer utility.
5.
The well shall have a functional
pumping system.
6.
The owner shall be able to
demonstrate a need to use the well water in
addition to the municipal water system.
7.
All applicable fees specified in
s. 200-33-43 shall be paid.

3.
An abandonment report form,
supplied by the Wisconsin department of natural
resources and properly filled out, shall be
submitted by the contractor to the department of
neighborhood services and to the department of
natural resources upon completion of the well
abandonment.
4.
All applicable fees specified in
s. 200-33-43 shall be paid before issuance of a
well abandonment permit.
225-45. Penalties. The applicable penalties
listed in s. 200-19 shall apply.

225-43. Abandonment Procedure.
1.
All wells abandoned under this
subchapter shall be done in accordance with the
procedures and methods of s. NR 812.26, Wis.
Adm. Code. All debris, pumps, piping, unsealed
liners and other obstructions which may interfere
with sealing operations shall be removed prior to
abandonment.
2.
A licensed contractor is required to
obtain a well abandonment permit from the
department prior to any well abandonment and to
notify the department in advance of any well
abandonment activities. The department may
require the verification of proper abandonment.
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121.
CONTIGUOUS means land abutting other land which is not separated by streets, ways,
pipelines, electric power lines, conduits or rights-of-way owned by other persons.
123.
CONTRACTOR'S SHOP means an establishment used for the indoor repair, maintenance or
storage of a contractor's vehicles, equipment or materials, and may include the contractor’s business
office.
125.
CONTRACTOR'S YARD means an establishment used for the outdoor repair, maintenance or
storage of a contractor's vehicles, equipment or materials.
127.
CONVENT, RECTORY OR MONASTERY means a building used to house the staff of a church
or the members of a religious order.
129.
CONVENTION AND EXPOSITION CENTER means a commercial facility used for assemblies
or meetings of the members or representatives of groups, including exhibition space. This term does not
include banquet halls, clubs, lodges or other meeting facilities of private or nonprofit groups that are
primarily used by group members.
131.
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY means a correctional institution established under s. 301.13, Wis.
Stats., or a state prison established under ch. 302, Wis. Stats.
133.
CULTURAL INSTITUTION means an institution that displays or preserves objects of interest to
the arts or sciences. This term includes, but is not limited to, a museum, art gallery, aquarium or
planetarium.
135.
CURRENCY EXCHANGE means, in accordance with s. 218.05, Wis. Stats., any person except
banks incorporated under the laws of this state and national banks organized pursuant to the laws of the
United States and any credit union operating under ch. 186, Wis. Stats., which obtains a certificate of
authority from the Wisconsin commissioner of credit unions, engaged in the business of and providing
facilities for cashing checks, drafts, money orders and all other evidences of money acceptable to such
community currency exchange for a fee, service charge or other consideration. This term does not
include any person engaged in the business of transporting for hire, bullion, currency, securities,
negotiable or nonnegotiable documents, jewels or other property of great monetary value nor any person
engaged in the business of selling tangible personal property at retail nor any person licensed to practice a
profession or licensed to engage in any business in this state, who in the course of such business or
profession and, as an incident thereto, cashes checks, drafts, money orders or other evidences of money.
137.
DAY CARE CENTER means an establishment in which the operator is provided with
compensation in return for providing individuals with care for less than 24 hours at a time. This term
includes, but is not limited to, a day nursery, nursery school, adult day care center or other supplemental
care facility. This term also includes a family day care home in which the operator does not reside.
138.
DECK means an unenclosed exterior structure that has no roof or sides, but has a permeable
floor which allows the infiltration of precipitation.
139.
DEPARTMENT means the department of city development, unless otherwise specified.
141.
DEPTH OF LOT means the distance from the front lot line to the rear lot line, measured in the
general direction of the side lines of a lot.
143.
DEVELOPMENT means any man-made modification to real estate, including construction or
alteration of structures, repair of damaged structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation
or drilling operations, storing, depositing or extracting materials or equipment, and the installation, repair
or removal of public or private sewage disposal systems or water supply facilities.
144.
DISABLED PERSON means a person who is or will be housed in a community living
arrangement or other group living facility required to be licensed by the state of Wisconsin and who falls
into one or more of the following client groups:
a.
Advanced age.
b.
Irreversible dementia/Alzheimer’s disease.
c.
Developmental disability.
d.
Emotionally disturbed/mental illness.
e.
Physical disability.
f.
Terminal illness.
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g.
Traumatic brain injury.
h.
Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome ‘AIDS).
i.
Alcohol or other drug abuse.
j.
Any other physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more of such person’s
major life activities, or a record of having such an impairment, provided the impairment is not related to
current, illegal use of, or an addiction to, a controlled substance.
145.
DISPLAY AREA. See s. 295-205.
147.
DORMITORY means a building used as group living quarters for students associated with a
college, university, boarding school, orphanage or similar institution.
149.
DRAINAGE SYSTEM means one or more artificial ditches, tiles, drains or similar devices which
collect water and convey it to a point of discharge.
153.
DRY CLEANING ESTABLISHMENT means an establishment which launders or dry cleans
articles dropped-off on the premises directly by the customer or where articles are dropped off, sorted and
picked up but where laundering or cleaning is done elsewhere.
155.
DUPLEX. See TWO-FAMILY DWELLING.
157.
DWELLING means any building which is wholly or partly used or intended to be used for living
or sleeping by human occupants, excluding any commercial lodging facility.
159.
DWELLING UNIT means any habitable room or group of adjoining habitable rooms located
within a dwelling and forming a single unit providing complete, independent facilities which are used by
one family for living, sleeping, cooking, eating and sanitation.
161.
EASEMENT means any portion of a parcel subject to an agreement between the property
owner and another person which grants the other person the right to make use of that portion of the
property for a specified purpose.
162.
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING FACILITY means a facility the primary purpose of which is
the retailing of electricity directly to the public on the premises for purposes of charging electric vehicles.
This term does not include a parking lot that may provide electric vehicle supply equipment as an
accessory use or a filling station that provides electric vehicle supply equipment.
162.5. ELECTRIC VEHICLE SUPPLY EQUIPMENT means any device or equipment used for the
purpose of transferring electric energy to a battery or other energy storage device in an electric vehicle.
163.
EMERGENCY RESIDENTIAL SHELTER means a facility, other than a community living
arrangement, that provides short-term housing and a protective sanctuary for victims of fire, natural
disaster, economic hardship, crime, abuse or neglect, including emergency housing during crisis
intervention for victims of rape, child abuse or physical beatings, and which contains individual or group
sleeping rooms and may or may not have food preparation facilities and private shower or bath facilities.
164.
ENCROACHMENT INTO THE FLOODWAY means any fill, structure, equipment, building, use
or development in the floodway.
165.
ENLARGEMENT means an increase in the floor area, bulk or dimensions of a structure or of
the portions of a site devoted to a use.
167.
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL FACILITY means any facility which is used to abate, reduce or
aid in the prevention, measurement, control or monitoring of noise, air or water pollutants, solid waste and
thermal pollution, radiation or other pollutants, including facilities installed to supplement or replace
facilities not meeting acceptable pollution control standards or which are to be supplemented or replaced
by other pollution control facilities.
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645.
STRUCTURE means any constructed or erected materials or combination of materials for use,
occupancy or ornamentation installed on, above or below the surface of land or water. This term includes
any constructed or built object which requires location on the ground or attachment to something located
on the ground. Examples include, but are not limited to, buildings, decks, fences, towers, gas or liquid
storage tanks, bridges, dams, culverts, flagpoles, signs and similar objects.
647.
SUBDIVIDE means to divide a parcel of land, whether improved or unimproved, into 2 or more
contiguous lots or parcels of land in accordance with the provisions of ch. 119.
648.
SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE means damage of any origin sustained by a structure, whereby the
cost of restoring the structure to its pre-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of the
equalized assessed value of the structure before the damage occurred.
649.
SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT means any repair, reconstruction or improvement of a
structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50% of the market value of the structure either before the
improvement or repair is started or, if the structure has been damaged and is being restored, before the
damage occurred. This term does not include:
a.
Any project for improvement of a structure to comply with existing state or local health, sanitary
or safety code specifications which is solely necessary to assure safe occupancy conditions.
b.
Any alteration of a structure or site documented as deserving preservation by the state historical
society or listed on the national register of historic places.
c.
Ordinary maintenance repairs including internal and external painting, decorating, paneling or
the replacement of doors, windows and other nonstructural components.
651.
SUBSTATION/DISTRIBUTION EQUIPMENT, INDOOR means a facility, other than a
transmission tower and contained entirely within a building, which performs either of the following
functions:
a.
Aids in the distribution of a utility, including but not limited to electric power or telephone service.
b.
Is used to operate, maintain or provide access to facilities for the transmission of voice, data,
text, internet, sound or full-motion-picture video between network termination points.
653.
SUBSTATION/DISTRIBUTION EQUIPMENT, OUTDOOR means a facility, other than a
transmission tower and not contained entirely within a building, which performs either of the following
functions:
a.
Aids in the distribution of a utility, including but not limited to electric power or telephone service.
b.
Is used to operate, maintain or provide access to facilities for the transmission of voice, data,
text, internet, sound or full-motion-picture video between network termination points.
655.
TAVERN means an establishment providing alcohol beverages by the drink to the public, where
food or packaged alcohol beverages may be served or sold only as accessory to the primary use. This
term does not include an assembly hall or a recreation facility.
657.
TEMPORARY REAL ESTATE SALES OFFICE means a temporary office, including a
manufactured building, for marketing, sales or rental of residential, commercial or industrial development
for a maximum period of one year from the date of permit approval.
659.
THEATER means an establishment or facility for presenting motion pictures or live
performances for observation by patrons.
This term includes an outdoor stage, bandshell or
amphitheater.
661.
TITLE LOAN AGENCY means an establishment providing loans to individuals in exchange for
receiving title to the borrowers’ motor vehicles as collateral.
663.
TOOL/EQUIPMENT RENTAL FACILITY means an establishment providing the rental of tools,
lawn and garden equipment, party supplies and similar goods and equipment, including storage and
incidental maintenance. This term does not include a motor vehicle rental facility.
664.
TOW TRUCK means a motor vehicle that is equipped with mechanical or hydraulic lifting
devices or winches capable of, and used for, the recovery and transport or both of wrecked, disabled,
abandoned, used or replacement vehicles.
664.5. TRANSITIONAL HOUSING means a single-family, 2-family or multi-family dwelling not licensed
by the state of Wisconsin in which an operator temporarily provides 4 or more adult clients with lodging,
treatment and services above the level of room and board, but less than nursing care, as a condition of
their stay. For purposes of this definition, “temporarily” means not more than 24 months. The services
provided prepare residents for independent living, and may include supervision, counseling,
transportation, or assistance with personal finances or medications.
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665.
TRANSMISSION TOWER means a structure designed to support one or more
reception/transmissions systems. This term includes, but is not limited to, a radio tower, television tower,
telephone exchange/microwave relay tower or cellular telephone transmission/personal communications
systems tower.
666.
TRELLIS. See PERGOLA.
667.
TRUCK FREIGHT TERMINAL means a facility for truck-based freight service and operations,
including but not limited to local pickup, local sorting and terminal operations, line-haul loading and
unloading, destination sorting and terminal operations and local delivery.
669.
TWO-FAMILY DWELLING means a building containing 2 dwelling units.
671.
UNIVERSITY. See COLLEGE.
673.
USE means the purpose for which land or a structure is designed, arranged or intended to be
occupied or used, or for which it is occupied, maintained, rented or leased.
675.
VARIANCE, DIMENSIONAL means permission from the board to depart from any of the literal
requirements of this chapter except use regulations, including but not limited to a departure from an area,
setback, frontage, height, bulk, density or design requirement.
676.
VARIANCE, USE means permission from the board to depart from any of the use regulations of
this chapter.
676.3. VEHICLE OPERATING AREA means an area adjacent to a street lot line where motor vehicles
are operated, including but not limited to such areas located on the premises of filling stations, automatic
teller machines, drive-through facilities and car washes.
677.
WATCHMAN/SERVICE QUARTERS means one dwelling unit designed for an employee who is
employed on the premises.
679.
WATER TREATMENT PLANT means an establishment engaged in operating a water treatment
plant or operating a water supply system. The water supply system may include pumping stations,
aqueducts or distribution mains. The water may be used for drinking, irrigation or other uses.
685.
WHOLESALE means sale for resale and not for direct consumption.
687.
WHOLESALE AND DISTRIBUTION FACILITY, INDOOR means an establishment providing
indoor storage and sale of factory-direct merchandise and bulk goods. This term includes, but is not
limited to, mail-order and catalog sales, importing, wholesale or retail sale of goods received by the
establishment, and wholesale distribution, but does not include sale of goods for individual consumption.
689.
WHOLESALE AND DISTRIBUTION FACILITY, OUTDOOR means an establishment providing
outdoor storage and sale of factory-direct merchandise and bulk goods. This term includes, but is not
limited to, mail-order and catalog sales, importing, wholesale or retail sale of goods received by the
establishment, and wholesale distribution, but does not include sale of goods for individual consumption.
690. WIND ENERGY SYSTEM means equipment that converts and then stores or transfers energy
from the wind into usable forms of energy, as defined by s. 66.0403(1)(m), Wis. Stats. This equipment
includes any base, blade, foundation, generator, nacelle, rotor, tower, transformer, vane, wire, inverter,
batteries or other component used in the system.
691.
YARD means all areas of a lot not covered by a principal building.
693.
YARD, FRONT means the area extending the full lot width and situated between the front lot
line and the face of the principal building which is parallel to, or most nearly parallel to, the front lot line.
695.
YARD, REAR means the area extending the full lot width and situated between the rear lot line
and the face of the principal building which is parallel to, or most nearly parallel to, the rear lot line.
697.
YARD, REAR STREET means the area extending the full lot width and situated between the
rear street lot line and the face of the principal building which is parallel to, or most nearly parallel to, the
rear street lot line.
699.
YARD, SIDE means the area extending between the front yard and rear yard or rear street yard
and situated between the side lot line and the face of the principal building which is parallel to, or most
nearly parallel to, the side lot line.
701.
YARD, SIDE STREET means the area extending between the front yard and the rear yard or
rear street yard and situated between the side street lot line and the face of the principal building which is
parallel to, or most nearly parallel to, the side street lot line.
295-203. Use Definitions. This section defines each use listed in the use tables of the various
zoning districts, in the order the uses are listed in those tables. 1. RESIDENTIAL USES. a. “Single-family
dwelling” means a building containing one dwelling unit.
b.
“Two-family dwelling” means a building containing 2 dwelling units.
c.
“Multi-family dwelling” means a building containing more than 2 dwelling units.
10/12/2021
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limited to, a facility offering life skills training, substance abuse counseling, housing services or a
neighborhood recovery center. This term does not include an emergency residential shelter.
g.
“Emergency residential shelter” means a facility, other than a community living arrangement,
that provides short-term housing and a protective sanctuary for victims of fire, natural disaster, economic
hardship, crime, abuse or neglect, including emergency housing during crisis intervention for victims of
rape, child abuse or physical beatings, and which contains individual or group sleeping rooms and may or
may not have food preparation facilities and private shower or bath facilities.
h.
“Nursing home” means a place where 5 or more persons who are not related to the operator or
administrator reside, receive care or treatment and, because of their mental or physical condition, require
access to 24-hour nursing services, including limited nursing care, intermediate level nursing care and
skilled nursing services, as defined in s. 50.01, Wis. Stats.
7.
GENERAL SERVICE USES. a. “Personal service establishment” means an establishment
providing services which are of a recurring and personal nature to individuals. This term includes, but is
not limited to, a barber shop, beauty salon, shoe repair shop, seamstress, tailor, fortune teller, tanning
salon, massage establishment, body piercing establishment or tattoo establishment. This term does not
include a portrait studio, dry cleaning establishment, laundromat, photocopy center, health club or repair
shop for household items.
b.
“Business service” means an establishment providing services to business establishments on a
fee or contract basis, including, but not limited to, advertising services, business equipment and furniture
sales or rental or protective services. This term includes, but is not limited to, an employment agency,
photocopy center, commercial photography studio or mailing service. This term does not include
maintenance, repair and office uses such as accounting, advertising, architectural design, city planning,
environmental analysis, insurance, interior design, investment, landscape design, law, management
consulting, title research and real estate.
c.
“Building maintenance service” means an establishment providing routine maintenance of
buildings. This term includes, but is not limited to, a window washing, building cleaning, pest
extermination or disinfecting service.
d.
“Catering service” means an establishment providing the processing, assembly and packaging
of food into servings for consumption off-premises without provision for on-site pickup or consumption.
This term includes, but is not limited to, the preparation of meals by a catering business or by a nonprofit
organization operating a meal program.
e.
“Funeral home” means an establishment providing services involving the care, preparation or
disposition of human dead. This term includes, but is not limited to, a crematorium or a mortuary.
f.
“Laundromat” means an establishment providing washing, drying or dry cleaning machines on
the premises for rental use to the general public for laundering or dry cleaning purposes.
g.
“Dry cleaning establishment” means an establishment which launders or dry cleans articles
dropped-off on the premises directly by the customer or where articles are dropped off, sorted and picked
up but where laundering or cleaning is done elsewhere.
h.
“Furniture and appliance rental and leasing” means an establishment providing the rental or
leasing of furniture, electronics, small appliances, major appliances or other household items. This term
includes incidental storage and maintenance of such items.
i.
“Household maintenance and repair service” means an establishment providing the repair or
servicing of household goods, furniture, appliances or lawn and garden equipment.
j.
“Tool/equipment rental facility” means an establishment providing the rental of tools, lawn and
garden equipment, party supplies and similar goods and equipment, including storage and incidental
maintenance. This term does not include a motor vehicle rental facility.
k.
“Animal hospital/clinic” means an establishment providing medical and surgical treatment of
domestic animals, including grooming and boarding for not more than 30 days if incidental to the medical
care. This term also includes an animal crematorium.
L.
“Animal boarding facility” means an establishment in which more than 3 dogs or 3 cats, or any
combination thereof, over the age of 5 months may be kept for boarding, breeding, safekeeping,
convalescence, humane disposal, placement, sale or sporting purposes. This is the same type of facility
referred to as a “kennel” in ch. 78.
m.
“Animal grooming or training facility” means an establishment providing bathing, trimming or
training services for domestic animals on a commercial basis. This term includes the boarding of
domestic animals for a maximum period of 48 hours incidental to the grooming or training services
provided.
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8.
MOTOR VEHICLE USES. a. “Light motor vehicle sales facility” means an establishment
providing retail sale of light motor vehicles, including incidental storage and maintenance. This term does
not include a light motor vehicle wholesale facility.
b.
“Light motor vehicle rental facility” means an establishment where contracts are prepared or
reservations accepted for the rental or leasing of light motor vehicles. This term includes incidental
storage of vehicles, but does not include on-premise maintenance of vehicles or a tool/equipment rental
facility.
c.
“Light motor vehicle repair facility” means an establishment providing the repair or servicing of
light motor vehicles, including the sale, installation and servicing of related equipment and parts, where all
such work is performed within an enclosed building. This term includes, but is not limited to, the repair or
servicing of batteries, tires, mufflers, brakes, shocks, transmissions, engines or upholstery. This term
includes, but is not limited to, an auto repair shop, wheel and brake shop, tire sales and installation, or
upholstery shop. This term does not include vehicle dismantling or salvage, tire re-treading or recapping,
or body bumping and painting.
d.
“Light motor vehicle body shop” means an establishment providing the repair or rebuilding of
light motor vehicle bodies by the replacement, smoothing, sanding or painting of the exterior surfaces of
such vehicles within an enclosed building.
e.
“Light motor vehicle outdoor storage” means the outdoor storage of operable light motor
vehicles for more than 48 hours. This term does not include a surface parking lot, material reclamation
facility, outdoor salvage operation or outdoor storage facility.
f.
“Light motor vehicle wholesale facility” means an office for wholesale trade in light motor
vehicles.
g.
“Heavy motor vehicle sales facility” means an establishment providing retail sale of heavy motor
vehicles, including incidental storage and maintenance.
h.
“Heavy motor vehicle rental facility” means an establishment where contracts are prepared or
reservations accepted for the rental or leasing of heavy motor vehicles. This term includes incidental
storage of vehicles, but does not include on-premise maintenance of vehicles or a tool/equipment rental
facility.
i.
“Heavy motor vehicle repair facility” means an establishment providing the repair or servicing of
heavy motor vehicles, including the sale, installation and servicing of related equipment and parts, where
all such work is performed within an enclosed building. This term includes, but is not limited to, the repair
or servicing of batteries, tires, mufflers, brakes, shocks, transmissions, engines or upholstery. This term
does not include vehicle dismantling or salvage, tire retreading or recapping, or body bumping and
painting.
j.
“Heavy motor vehicle body shop” means an establishment providing the repair or rebuilding of
heavy motor vehicle bodies by the replacement, smoothing, sanding or painting of the exterior surfaces of
such vehicles within an enclosed building.
k.
“Heavy motor vehicle outdoor storage” means the outdoor storage of operable heavy motor
vehicles for more than 48 hours. This term does not include a surface parking lot, material reclamation
facility, outdoor salvage operation or outdoor storage facility.
L.
“Filling station” means an establishment providing retail sale of fuel for motor vehicles, but not
motor vehicle maintenance or repair work on the premises. This term includes accessory retail sales,
commonly referred to as a convenience store, but does not include a fast food restaurant.
m.
“Car wash” means an establishment providing washing, waxing or cleaning of light motor
vehicles, including access and queuing lanes.
n.
“Non-restaurant drive-through facility” means a facility which is used for dispensing services or
products to customers in motor vehicles. Such facility may include access lanes, signing, lighting and
audio systems. This term does not include a drive-in theater or a restaurant with drive-through facility.
o.
“Electric vehicle charging facility” means a facility the primary purpose of which is the retailing of
electricity directly to the public on the premises for purposes of charging electric vehicles. This term does
not include a parking lot that may provide electric vehicle supply equipment as an accessory use or a
filling station that provides electric vehicle supply equipment.
p.
“Parking lot, principal use” means surface parking spaces for 5 or more light motor vehicles,
and adjacent access drives and aisles, where the parking spaces are not located in a structure and the
parking of motor vehicles is the principal use of the premises. This term includes both commercial
parking operations and private surface parking lots, but does not include the parking of heavy motor
vehicles.
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q.
“Parking lot, accessory use” means surface parking spaces for 5 or more light motor vehicles,
adjacent access drives and aisles, where the parking spaces are not located in a structure and the parking
of motor vehicles is not the principal use of the premises. This term does not include commercial parking
operations, which shall be considered a principal use, or the parking of heavy motor vehicles, but does
include outdoor operating areas of light motor vehicle-oriented uses, such as filling stations, car washes
and drive-through facilities.
r.
“Parking structure, principal use” means parking spaces and adjacent access drives, aisles and
ramps that are located in a structure with 2 or more levels, where the parking structure is the principal use
of the premises. This term includes commercial parking operations as well as private parking structures.
This term does not include private one-story garages for single-, 2- or multi-family dwellings.
s.
“Parking structure, accessory use” means parking spaces and adjacent access drives, aisles
and ramps that are located in a structure with 2 or more levels, where the parking structure is not the
principal use of the premises. This term does not include private one-story garages for single-, 2- or
multi-family dwellings but does include parking spaces that are integrated into a larger structure that
houses the principal use of the premises.
t.
“Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, principal use” means surface parking spaces for 5 or more
heavy motor vehicles, along with adjacent access drives and aisles, where the parking spaces are not
located in a structure and the parking of such vehicles is the principal use of the premises. This term
includes both commercial parking operations and private surface parking lots, but does not include
parking lots that are used exclusively for the parking of light motor vehicles.
u.
“Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, accessory use” means surface parking spaces for 5 or more
heavy motor vehicles, along with adjacent access drives and aisles, where the parking spaces are not
located in a structure and the parking of such vehicles is not the principal use of the premises. This term
does not include commercial parking operations, which are a principal use, or parking lots that are used
exclusively for the parking of light motor vehicles.
9.
ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD SERVICE USES. a. “Bed and breakfast” means an
establishment which:
a-1.
Provides rooms for rent for short periods of time.
a-2.
Provides meals only to renters of rooms in the establishment.
a-3.
Is the owner’s personal residence.
a-4.
Is occupied by the owner at the time of rental.
a-5.
Is operated with a bed and breakfast establishment permit issued by the health department
pursuant to s. 75-5.
b.
“Hotel, commercial” means a hotel in which at least 5 rooms or units or at least 70% of the
accommodations, whichever is greater, are regularly used or available for occupancy for periods of less
than 30 days or are available for more than 30 days but are not the primary residences of the occupants.
This classification includes, but is not limited to, a motor lodge, motel or extended-stay hotel.
c.
“Hotel, residential” means a hotel in which at least 70% of the accommodations are regularly
used or available for occupancy of continuous periods of 30 days or more by persons who use the hotel as
their primary residence.
d.
“Tavern” means an establishment providing alcohol beverages by the drink to the public, where
food or packaged alcohol beverages may be served or sold only as accessory to the primary use. This
term does not include an assembly hall or a recreation facility.
e.
“Brewpub” means a tavern or restaurant which contains an on-premises alcohol beverage
production facility that produces up to 10,000 barrels of fermented malt beverages, 100,000 gallons of
vinous spirits or 15,000 gallons of distilled spirits annually, primarily for on-site consumption or retail sale.
f.
“Assembly hall” means an establishment providing meeting space for social gatherings,
including but not limited to wedding receptions, graduation parties and business or retirement functions.
This term includes, but is not limited to, a banquet hall, rental hall, non-alcoholic social club or a meeting
space for a club or membership organization. This term does not include a convention center.
g.
“Restaurant without drive-through facility” means a restaurant where food is prepared and sold
for on-site or off-site consumption, or both, but where no food is dispensed to customers in motor
vehicles.
h.
“Restaurant with drive-through facility” means a restaurant where some or all of the food
prepared is dispensed to customers in motor vehicles. The drive-through facility may include access
lanes, signing, lighting and audio systems.
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10.
ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION USES. a. “Park or playground” means a public,
noncommercial park, playground or open space. This term does not include a community center, festival
grounds, indoor or outdoor recreation facility or sports facility.
b.
“Festival grounds” means an outdoor facility, including accessory buildings and structures, used
primarily for the accommodation of periodic or seasonal cultural or entertainment programs or events.
c.
“Recreation facility, indoor” means a facility for the indoor conduct, viewing or participation in
recreational activities. This term includes, but is not limited to, an indoor driving range, volleyball court,
bowling alley, ice or roller skating rink, billiard hall, video game center, archery or shooting range, soccer
field or basketball court. This term does not include a sports facility or health club.
d.
“Recreation facility, outdoor” means a facility for the outdoor conduct, viewing or participation in
recreational activities. Such a facility may include one or more structures. This term includes, but is not
limited to, a golf facility, tennis, basketball or volleyball court, soccer, baseball or football field, or
amusement park or water park. This term does not include a sports facility or health club.
e.
“Health club” means an establishment for the conduct of indoor sports and exercise activities,
along with related locker and shower rooms, offices and classrooms, where use of such establishment is
offered on a membership basis.
f.
“Sports facility” means a place designed and equipped primarily for observation of sports,
leisure time activities and other customary and usual recreational activities. Such a facility is typified by
temporal peaks in vehicle trip generation. This term includes, but is not limited to, a stadium, ballpark or
arena.
g.
“Gaming facility” means a commercial facility where patrons wager money on the outcome of a
game, including, but not limited to, a card game or a slot machine.
h.
“Theater” means an establishment or facility for presenting motion pictures or live performances
for observation by patrons. This term includes an outdoor stage, bandshell or amphitheater.
i.
“Convention and exposition center” means a commercial facility used for assemblies or
meetings of the members or representatives of groups, including exhibition space. This term does not
include banquet halls, clubs, lodges or other meeting facilities of private or nonprofit groups that are
primarily used by group members.
j.
“Marina” means a facility providing mooring of recreational boats in water, or piers, anchorage
areas, launching facilities, boat storage areas or boat sales and service. This term does not include a
ship terminal or docking facility or a passenger terminal.
k.
“Outdoor racing facility” means an establishment engaged in operating a track for racing,
including but not limited to the racing of motor vehicles, dogs or horses.
11.
STORAGE, RECYCLING AND WHOLESALE TRADE USES. a. “Recycling collection facility”
means a facility for the deposit, sorting or batching, but not processing, of post-consumer recyclable
materials. This term includes, but is not limited to, a residential self-help, drop-off facility or a transfer
station which receives residential solid waste collected by city forces or deposited by city residents.
b.
“Mixed-waste processing facility” means an establishment engaged in the processing,
separating and sorting of recyclable materials from non-hazardous waste streams or from commingled
consumer recyclable materials, such as paper, plastics, beverage cans or household metals.
c.
“Material reclamation facility” means an establishment engaged in processing and wholesaling
scrap from automobiles, concrete, asphalt or industrial or other non-consumer recyclable materials. This
term includes, but is not limited to, any recycling, salvaging or towing premises, as defined in s. 93-3-21,
primarily engaged in dismantling motor vehicles for the purpose of wholesaling scrap.
d.
“Salvage operation, indoor” means an establishment providing the storage of any equipment,
goods, junk, material, merchandise or inoperable motor vehicles within a building for more than 48 hours.
Such establishment typically performs the dismantling of items for the salvage of useable parts. This
term does not include a recycling collection facility, mixed-waste processing facility, material reclamation
facility, wholesale and distribution facility or hazardous materials storage.
e.
“Salvage operation, outdoor” means an establishment providing the storage of any equipment,
goods, junk, material, merchandise or inoperable or unregistered motor vehicles in the open for more than
48 hours. Such establishment typically performs the dismantling of items for the salvage of useable
parts. This term does not include a recycling collection facility, mixed-waste processing facility, material
reclamation facility, wholesale and distribution facility or hazardous materials storage.
f.
“Wholesale and distribution facility, indoor” means an establishment providing indoor storage
and sale of factory-direct merchandise and bulk goods. This term includes, but is not limited to, mail-order
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and catalog sales, importing, wholesale or retail sale of goods received by the establishment, and
wholesale distribution, but does not include sale of goods for individual consumption.
g.
“Wholesale and distribution facility, outdoor” means an establishment providing outdoor storage
and sale of factory-direct merchandise and bulk goods. This term includes, but is not limited to,
mail-order and catalog sales, importing, wholesale or retail sale of goods received by the establishment,
and wholesale distribution, but does not include sale of goods for individual consumption.
h.
“Storage facility, indoor” means an establishment providing indoor storage of materials, vehicles
or goods. This term does not include a self-service storage facility, a hazardous materials storage facility
or an indoor wholesale and distribution facility. This term includes, but is not limited to, a moving
company which might store personal or household items on a short-term basis, but does not include a
business that consists largely of individual storage lockers or is self-service.
i.
“Storage facility, self-service” means an enclosed storage facility having compartments, rooms,
spaces, lockers or other types of units that are individually leased, rented, sold or otherwise contracted for
the storage of personal or household property, where the storage areas are designed to allow private
access to the units and the facility owner or operator has limited access to the units. This term includes a
mini-storage facility. This term does not include an indoor storage facility or a wholesale and distribution
facility.
j.
“Storage facility, outdoor” means an establishment providing outdoor storage of materials or
goods. This term does not include a hazardous materials storage facility, an indoor wholesale and
distribution facility or light or heavy motor vehicle outdoor storage.
k.
“Storage facility, hazardous materials” means an establishment providing warehousing or bulk
storage facilities for hazardous, toxic, flammable, explosive or other dangerous materials.
12.
TRANSPORTATION USES. a. “Ambulance service” means a privately-owned facility for the
dispatch, storage and maintenance of emergency medical care vehicles.
b.
“Ground transportation service” means an establishment providing the storage, maintenance or
dispatching of:
b-1.
Taxicabs, limousines or other public passenger vehicles, as defined in s. 100-3-23.
b-2.
Vehicles licensed or otherwise regulated as human service vehicles by the state of Wisconsin
and used for the transportation of elderly or handicapped persons.
b-3.
School buses, as described in s. 341.26(2)(d) and (dm), Wis. Stats.
b-4.
Tow trucks, as defined in s. 340.01(67n), Wis. Stats.
c.
“Passenger terminal” means a facility for passenger transportation operations, including but not
limited to a passenger rail station, bus terminal or passenger ship terminal. This term includes a bank,
general retail establishment, personal service, light motor vehicle rental facility, tavern, fast-food/carry-out
restaurant or sit-down restaurant when any such use is an accessory use located within the terminal
structure. This term does not include an airport or heliport.
d.
“Helicopter landing facility” means a facility used for the takeoff and landing of helicopters,
including, but not limited to, any heliport, helipad or helistop. Accessory features such as hangars,
parking pads, terminals and service areas are also part of such a facility.
e.
“Airport” means facilities for the takeoff and landing of aircraft, including runways, aircraft
storage buildings, helicopter pads, air traffic control facilities, informational facilities and devices, terminal
buildings and airport auxiliary facilities, including fences, lighting and antennae systems, on-premise signs,
driveways and access roads. The term also includes aircraft maintenance facilities, aviation instruction
facilities and heliports when part of a larger airport facility.
f.
“Ship terminal or docking facility” means a facility for the docking, loading or unloading of ships,
barges or boats that primarily transport freight.
g.
“Truck freight terminal” means a facility for truck-based freight service and operations, including
but not limited to local pickup, local sorting and terminal operations, line-haul loading and unloading,
destination sorting and terminal operations and local delivery.
h.
“Railroad switching, classification yard, or freight terminal” means a facility for the operation of a
line-haul or short-line freight railroad.
13.
INDUSTRIAL USES. a. “Alcohol beverage facility, micro” means an establishment that
produces and packages up to 20,000 barrels of fermented malt beverages, up to 200,000 gallons of
vinous spirits or up to 30,000 gallons of distilled spirits annually, primarily for wholesale distribution and
off-premises consumption.
b.
“Alcohol beverage facility, large” means an establishment that produces and packages more
than 20,000 barrels of fermented malt beverages, more than 200,000 gallons of vinous spirits or more
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than 30,000 gallons of distilled spirits annually, primarily for wholesale distribution and off-premises
consumption. This term includes ancillary tasting rooms and facility tours.
c.
“Food processing” means the preparation, processing, or canning or other packaging of food
products. This term does not include the processing or packaging of alcohol beverages or animal or
poultry slaughter.
d.
“Manufacturing, light” means an establishment engaged in the indoor manufacturing, assembly,
fabrication, packaging or other industrial processing of finished parts or products, primarily from previously
prepared materials, or the indoor provision of industrial services, where there are few external effects
across property lines. This term includes, but is not limited to, a business engaged in the processing,
fabrication, assembly, treatment or packaging of textile, leather, wood, paper, chemical, plastic or metal
products, but does not include basic industrial processing from raw materials. The establishment shall
meet the following standards; failure to meet any one of these standards shall result in the establishment
being classified as heavy manufacturing:
d-1.
Smoke, exhaust, glare, dust and airborne particulates shall be internally-remediated.
d-2.
Noise, sounds and vibrations shall not be evident beyond the walls of the establishment.
d-3.
Motor vehicle operating areas shall have sufficient turning-motion areas that are contained
entirely on-site.
e.
“Manufacturing, heavy” means an establishment engaged in manufacturing, assembly,
fabrication, packaging or other industrial processing of products primarily from extracted or raw materials
or the bulk storage and handling of such products and materials, or an industrial establishment having
potential to produce noise, dust, glare, odors or vibration beyond its property line.
f.
“Manufacturing, intense” means an establishment engaged in manufacturing, assembly,
fabrication, packaging or other industrial processing of products primarily from extracted or raw materials
or the bulk storage and handling of such products and materials, where such activity involves the use or
production of explosives, highly flammable liquids or gases, or toxic or hazardous materials or produces
toxic, hazardous or noxious odors, fumes or dust. This term includes, but is not limited to:
f-1.
Animal or poultry slaughter or auction facility.
f-2.
Leather tannery.
f-3.
Distillery of products for finishes.
f-4.
Explosives manufacturer.
f-5.
Sawmill.
f-6.
Paper or pulp mill.
f-7.
Steel mill.
f-8.
Petroleum refinery.
f-9.
Petrochemical plant.
f-10.
Ore smelting facility.
g.
“Research and development” means an establishment which conducts research, development
or controlled production of high-technology electronic, industrial, or scientific products or commodities for
sale or laboratories conducting educational or medical research or testing. This term includes, but is not
limited to, a biotechnology firm or a manufacturer of nontoxic computer components.
h.
“Processing or recycling of mined materials” means a mine site or the mining or quarrying of
stone. This term includes a facility engaged in crushing, grinding, washing, screening, pulverizing, sizing
or recycling stone, concrete, asphalt or similar materials.
i.
“Contractor’s shop” means an establishment used for the indoor repair, maintenance or storage
of a contractor's vehicles, equipment or materials, and may include the contractor’s business office.
j.
“Contractor’s yard” means an establishment used for the outdoor repair, maintenance or
storage of a contractor's vehicles, equipment or materials.
14.
AGRICULTURAL USES. a. “Plant nursery or greenhouse” means an establishment engaged
in growing crops of any kind within or under a greenhouse, cold frame, cloth house or lath house, or
growing nursery stock, annual or perennial flowers, vegetables or other garden or landscaping plants.
This term does not include a garden supply or landscaping center.
b.
“Raising of livestock” means the use of land or buildings for aquaculture, or the keeping of bees,
cows, cattle, horses, sheep, swine, goats, chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese or any other domesticated
livestock if permitted by the health department under the provisions of ch. 78.
c.
“Community garden” means any use of land or a premises for the growing of crops, plants or
other vegetation by a group of individuals or by a public or non-profit organization This use includes
composting and the raising of crops, native vegetation or fruit not otherwise in violation of this code. It
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also includes the sale of produce and ornamental crops grown on-site. This use does not include a
commercial farming enterprise or outdoor storage facilities.
d.
“Commercial farming enterprise” means a premises used to grow and harvest plants or
compost for sale to the general public, retail businesses or wholesale establishments. This use does not
include community gardens or outdoor storage facilities.
15.
UTILITY AND PUBLIC SERVICE USES. a. “Broadcasting or recording studio” means an
establishment containing one or more broadcasting studios for over-the-air, cable or satellite delivery of
radio or television programs, or studios for the audio or video recording or filming of musical
performances, radio or television programs or motion pictures. This term does not include a transmission
tower.
d.
“Transmission tower” means a structure designed to support one or more
reception/transmissions systems. This term includes, but is not limited to, a radio tower, television tower,
telephone exchange/microwave relay tower or cellular telephone transmission/personal communications
systems tower.
e.
“Water treatment plant” means an establishment engaged in operating a water treatment plant
or operating a water supply system. The water supply system may include pumping stations, aqueducts
or distribution mains. The water may be used for drinking, irrigation or other uses.
f.
“Sewage treatment plant” means a facility which operates a sewerage system and sewage
treatment facilities that collect, treat and dispose of human waste.
g.
“Power generation plant” means a facility that converts one or more energy sources, including
but not limited to water power, wind power, fossil fuels or nuclear power, into electrical energy or steam.
This term does not include a small wind energy system. A power generation plant may also perform
either of the following:
g-1.
Operation of a transmission system that conveys the energy or steam from the generation
facility to a power distribution system.
g-2.
Operation of a distribution system that conveys energy or steam from the generation facility or
the transmission system to final consumers.
h.
“Small wind energy system” means a wind energy system that is used to generate electricity,
has a nameplate capacity of 100 kilowatts or less and has a total height of 170 feet or less, where “total
height” means the vertical distance from ground level to the tip of a wind generator blade when the tip is at
its highest point. A wind energy system that has a nameplate capacity of more than 100 kilowatts or a
total height of more than 170 feet shall be classified as a power generation plant.
i.
“Solar farm” means an array of multiple solar collectors on ground-mounted racks or poles that
transmit solar energy and is the primary land use for the parcel on which it is located.
j.
“Substation/distribution equipment, indoor” means a facility, other than a transmission tower and
contained entirely within a building, which performs either of the following functions:
j-1.
Aids in the distribution of a utility, including but not limited to electric power or telephone service.
j-2.
Is used to operate, maintain or provide access to facilities for the transmission of voice, data,
text, internet, sound or full-motion-picture video between network termination points.
k.
“Substation/distribution equipment, outdoor” means a facility, other than a transmission tower
and not contained entirely within a building, which performs either of the following functions:
k-1.
Aids in the distribution of a utility, including but not limited to electric power or telephone service.
k-2.
Is used to operate, maintain or provide access to facilities for the transmission of voice, data,
text, internet, sound or full-motion-picture video between network termination points.
16.
TEMPORARY USES. a. “Seasonal market” means a temporary facility used to conduct retail
trade for a period not exceeding 180 days in a calendar year.
b.
“Temporary real estate sales office” means a temporary office, including a manufactured
building, for marketing, sales or rental of residential, commercial or industrial development for a maximum
period of one year from the date of permit approval.
c.
“Concrete/batch plant, temporary” means a temporary facility that produces or processes
concrete or asphalt only for use in a particular construction project and only for the duration of that project.
d.
“Live entertainment special event” means a concert, carnival, circus, fair or similar event lasting
less than 15 days.
295-205. Rules of Measurement. The following rules of measurement shall be used in the
administration and enforcement of this chapter:
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1.
BUILD-TO LINE. The build-to line shall be measured so that the accuracy of the building
placement shall be within one foot, except that no encroachment into public rights-of-way shall be
permitted unless allowed or authorized pursuant to the provisions of ch. 245.
3.
BUILDING HEIGHT. Building height shall be measured from finished grade to the highest
point of the building. Where a building is located on a sloping lot, the building height shall be the average
of the building height on each building elevation, measured at the mid-point of the elevation.
5.
DISPLAY AREA. The display area of a sign shall be measured as the area, in square feet, of
the smallest rectilinear polygon, with a maximum of 8 sides, that describes the portion of the sign which
encloses all lettering, wording design, or symbols together with any background that, through the use of
illumination, color or other techniques, helps the sign stand out from its surroundings. The following rules
shall also be used in measuring display area:
a.
Where a sign has multiple display surfaces and any 2 of these display surfaces are parallel and
face in opposite directions, only one of the parallel display surfaces shall be included when calculating
display area.
Figure 295-205-5
MEASUREMENT OF DISPLAY AREA
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b.
For an internally-illuminated awning sign, the display area shall be calculated as the height of
the awning multiplied by its width.
c.
The area of temporary signs shall not be included in computation of allowable area for
permanent signage. Only one of the parallel display surfaces shall be included when calculating display
area.
d.
Where a sign contains elements of both type A and type B signs, neither element shall exceed
the maximum size for its sign type, and the combined area of both elements shall not exceed 100% of the
combined total permitted area for the 2 sign types. For example, a freestanding sign in an LB1 district
could include a 40-square-foot type A element (40% of the maximum size of 100 square feet) and a 30square-foot type B element (60% of the maximum size of 50 square feet).
7.
FLOOR AREA. Floor area shall be measured as the sum of the actual gross horizontal area of
all floors, mezzanine space and interior balconies located at or above the established grade of the lowest
abutting street, excluding:
a.
Attic space having less than 7 feet of head room.
b.
Any space devoted to off-street parking or loading.
c.
A utility room or furnace room.
9.
FLOOR AREA, GROSS. Gross floor area shall be measured as the total horizontal area in
square feet of all floors within the exterior walls of a building, but not including the area of unroofed inner
courts or shaft enclosures.
11.
FLOOR AREA RATIO. Floor area ratio shall be measured as the ratio of floor area to lot area.
For example, a floor area ratio of 2:1 means that there are 2 square feet of floor area for every one square
foot of lot area.
13.
FRACTIONS. When calculations result in fractions, the results shall be rounded as follows:
a.
Minimum Requirements. When a regulation is expressed in terms of a minimum requirement,
any fractional result shall be rounded up to the next consecutive whole number. For example, if a
minimum requirement of one tree for every 30 feet is applied to a 40-foot strip, the resulting fraction of
1.33 shall be rounded up to 2 required trees.
b.
Maximum Amounts. When a regulation is expressed in terms of a maximum amount, any
fractional result shall be rounded down to the next lower whole number. For example, if a maximum of
one dwelling unit for every 3,000 square feet is applied to an 8,000-square-foot site, the resulting fraction
of 2.67 shall be rounded down to 2 dwelling units.
15.
LOT COVERAGE. When measuring lot coverage, the following shall not be included:
a.
Eaves projecting less than 2.5 feet from a building.
b.
Trellises, arbors, pergolas and similar structures which do not have solid roofs.
c.
The portion of any uncovered and unenclosed deck, porch, landing, balcony, planter or stairway
that is less than 36 inches above grade.
17.
MEASURING DISTANCES. Distances shall be measured using the following standards:
a.
Horizontal Distances. When determining distances for setbacks and structure dimensions, all
distances shall be measured along a horizontal line from the appropriate line, edge of building, structure,
storage area, parking area or other object. These distances shall not be measured by following the
topography of the land.
b.
Shortest Distances. When measuring a required distance, such as the minimum distance
between a structure and a lot line, the measurement shall be made at the closest or shortest distance
between the 2 objects, features or points.
c.
Vehicle Stacking or Travel Areas. Minimum travel distance for vehicles, such as garage
entrance setbacks and stacking lane distances, shall be measured down the center of the vehicle
maneuvering lane. For example, a curving driveway or travel lane is measured along the arc of the
driveway or traffic lane.
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d.
Distance Between Uses. Whenever the provisions of this chapter require measuring the
distance between existing and proposed uses, the distance shall be measured as the shortest distance
between lot lines of the 2 uses.
19.
SIGN HEIGHT. The height of a sign shall be determined by measuring the distance between
the highest point of the actual sign structure and the finished grade directly below it. Sign height shall be
measured in feet.
21.
TRANSMISSION TOWER HEIGHT. The following principles shall apply when measuring the
height of a transmission tower:
a.
The transmission tower height shall include the height of any reception/transmission systems
extending above the top of the tower.
b.
Transmission tower height shall be measured in feet.
c.
For a freestanding tower, the height of such tower shall be the height of the tower above
finished grade, measured at the center of the tower.
d.
Unless otherwise noted in this chapter, whenever a transmission tower is mounted to a building
or other structure, the height of such tower shall be considered to include both the height of the tower itself
plus the height of the building or structure from the ground to the lowest point of attachment.
23.
UPPER STORY SETBACK. The upper story setback shall be measured as the distance that
the exterior wall of an upper floor is recessed from the exterior wall of the floor below.

Pages 699 to 710 are blank.
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c-1.
A description of the asserted error or abuse of discretion by the city officer whose decision is
being appealed.
c-2.
A description of how it is claimed a plan, standard or review criterion was incorrectly applied
or interpreted.
c-3.
A description of how the decision to deny the permit creates an inconsistency with the citys
comprehensive plan or the code of ordinances.
d.
Consideration of Input From Parties of Interest. After a completed application for appeal is
filed with the commission secretary, the officer whose decision to deny a permit is being appealed shall
submit a written report to the commission that describes the reasons for the action or send a
representative to the appeal hearing who will be prepared to comment on the action. The commission
may proceed with its hearing and decision on the appeal regardless of whether this report has been
submitted to the commission, provided that 30 days have elapsed since the date on which the appeal
application was filed with the commission secretary.
e.
Public Hearing. The commission shall establish a reasonable time for the hearing of the
appeal and give public notice thereof, as well as due notice to the interested parties.
f.
Actions. The commission may reverse or affirm, wholly or partially, the decision of the city
officer to deny the applicant’s permit request.
g.
Standards. A decision of the officer whose permit denial action is being appealed shall not
be reversed or modified unless there is demonstrated evidence that the denial of the permit:
g-1.
Resulted from an error or abuse of discretion.
g-2.
Resulted from an incorrect application or interpretation of a neighborhood conservation plan
or a development, performance or design standard or criterion.
g-3.
Is not supported by the evidence in the record.
g-4.
Is inconsistent with the city’s comprehensive plan or the code of ordinances.
295-311. Appeals.
8.
APPEALS OF SITE WORK DECISIONS; OVERLAY ZONES. Any person may appeal to
the common council the decision of the city plan commission regarding an application for approval of site
work within a development incentive or site plan review overlay zone. The appellant shall file a written
request with the city clerk within 20 days of the date on which the city plan commission rendered its
decision with respect to site work approval. The city clerk shall file the request to appeal with the
common council. After a public hearing at the next regularly-scheduled meeting of the common council’s
zoning committee, the council may, by majority vote of the common council, reverse or modify the
decision of the commission based on whether the development plan for the site work meets the standards
of s. 295-1007-3-b or s. 295-1009-3-b, as the case may be.
9.
DEVIATIONS FROM PERFORMANCE OR DESIGN STANDARDS; OVERLAY ZONES.
a.
Plan Commission Approval Required. A deviation from the performance or design
standards for a neighborhood conservation, development incentive or site plan review overlay zone
established before the effective date of this ordinance [city clerk to insert date] may be approved by the
city plan commission. An application for a deviation of this type shall be made upon a form furnished by
the commission secretary. The applicant shall provide all information requested on the form and any
additional information requested by the commission chair or secretary that is necessary to inform the
commission of the facts of the request for deviation.
b.
Common Council Approval Required. A deviation from the performance or design
standards for a neighborhood conservation, development incentive or site plan review overlay zone
established on or after the effective date of this ordinance may be approved by the common council,
following review by the city plan commission and the common council’s zoning committee. An application
for a deviation of this type shall be made upon a form furnished by the commission secretary. The
applicant shall provide all information requested on the form and any additional information requested by
the commission chair or secretary that is necessary to inform the commission and the common council of
the facts of the request for deviation.
c.
Criteria for Deviation. The application shall state the specific grounds for the deviation and
identify the provisions of the neighborhood conservation plan or the development, performance or design
standards or criteria applicable to the request for deviation. A deviation from a performance or design
standard shall be approved by the commission or the common council, as provided in pars. a and b, if the
commission or the common council, whichever applies, finds all of the following to be true:
c-1.
The purpose of the overlay zone is met.
c-2.
The deviation improves the aesthetics of the site.
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c-3.
If applicable, the deviation addresses one or more unique site factors that make application
of the standard impractical.
c-4.
The deviation is consistent with the comprehensive plan.
d.
Staff Report. After a completed application for deviation is filed with the commission
secretary, department staff shall submit a written report to the commission that describes the reasons for
the request for the deviation, along with a staff recommendation.
e.
Plan Commission or Zoning Committee Public Hearing. The commission or the common
council’s zoning committee, whichever applies under pars. a and b, shall establish a reasonable time for a
hearing of the application and give public notice thereof, as well as due notice to the interested parties.
f.
Commission Action. In the case of a deviation under par a., the commission shall approve
or deny the application following the public hearing and making a determination as to whether the
deviation meets all of the standards of par. c.
g.
Zoning Committee and Common Council Action. In the case of a deviation under par. b,
the plan commission secretary shall prepare a report of the commission’s findings and recommendation
and provide a copy to the city clerk, who shall refer the report to the zoning committee of the common
council. The committee shall hold a hearing on the application, following which it shall prepare a
recommendation to the common council, basing its recommendation on its determination as to whether
the deviation meets all of the standards of par. c. Following receipt of the committee’s recommendation,
the common council shall approve or deny the deviation.
295-313. Affidavits Required for Various Zoning-Related Applications. 1. POLICY. Each applicant
for a zoning map amendment or approval of a planned development, and each applicant for a use
variance or special use permit, shall submit to the city plan commission or the board of zoning appeals, as
the case may be, a signed affidavit indicating whether the applicant is:
a.
Delinquent in the payment of any property tax, special assessment, special charge or
special tax due to the city, provided that all appeals of the tax, assessment or charge have been
concluded or the time to appeal has expired.
b.
A party against whom the city has an outstanding judgment, provided that all appeals of the
judgment have been concluded or the time to appeal has expired.
c.
A party against whom the city has outstanding health or building and zoning code violations
or orders from the commissioner of health or commissioner of neighborhood services that are not actively
being abated, provided that all appeals of orders to correct violations have been concluded or the time to
appeal has expired.
d.
A party who has been convicted of violating an order of the commissioner of health or
commissioner of neighborhood services within the past year, provided that all appeals of the conviction
have been concluded or the time to appeal has expired.
e.
The owner of a premises found to be in violation of s. 80-10 to whom the commissioner of
neighborhood services has charged the costs of police enforcement, pursuant to s. 80-10-4, provided that
all appeals of these charges have been concluded or the time to appeal has expired.
2.
NON-INDIVIDUAL APPLICANTS. a. Corporations. If the applicant is a corporation, a
duly authorized officer or director of the corporation shall submit the affidavit required by sub. 1. The
affidavit shall attest to whether each officer and director of the corporation, as well as each shareholder
owning 5% or more of voting stock, fits any of the descriptions in sub. 1-a to e.
b.
Partnerships. If the applicant is a partnership or limited partnership, a duly authorized
partner, general partner or limited partner shall submit the affidavit required by sub. 1. The affidavit shall
attest to whether each partner, general partner and limited partner fits any of the descriptions in sub. 1-a
to e.
c.
Limited Liability Companies. If the applicant is a limited liability company, a duly authorized
member or manager of the company shall submit the affidavit required by sub. 1. The affidavit shall attest
to whether each member and manager of the company fits any of the descriptions in sub. 1-a to e.
d.
Nonstock Corporations. If the applicant is a nonstock corporation, a duly authorized officer
or director of the corporation shall submit the affidavit required by sub. 1. The affidavit shall attest to
whether each officer and director of the corporation fits any of the descriptions in sub. 1-a to e.
3.
EXCEPTION. The affidavit requirement of sub. 1 shall not apply to any zoning map
amendment request relating to an overlay zone other than a request for creation or amendment of a
development incentive overlay zone.
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Table 295-403-2-a
NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES REQUIRED, BY USE
Uses
Artist studio
Adult retail establishment
HEALTH CARE AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE USES
Medical office
Health clinic
Hospital
Medical research laboratory
Medical service facility
Social service facility
Emergency residential shelter
Nursing home
GENERAL SERVICE USES
Personal service establishment
Business service
Catering service
Funeral home
Laundromat
Dry cleaning establishment
Furniture and appliance rental and leasing
Household maintenance and repair service
Tool/equipment rental facility
Animal Services
Animal hospital/clinic
Animal boarding facility
Animal grooming or training facility
MOTOR VEHICLE USES
Light Motor Vehicle
Sales facility
Rental facility
Repair facility
Body Shop
Outdoor storage
Wholesale facility
Heavy Motor Vehicle
Sales Facility
Rental facility
Repair facility
Body shop
Outdoor storage

No. of Parking Space Required
none
see general retail establishment
see general office
see general office
one for every 4 beds
see general office
see general office
see general office
as required by the board for special use approval
one for every 4 beds
see general retail establishment
see general retail establishment
see general office
one for each 100 square feet of floor area of a
chapel, parlor or other room used for funeral
services, but not less than 4 spaces
see general retail establishment
see general retail establishment
see general retail establishment
see general retail establishment
see general retail establishment
see general retail establishment
see general retail establishment
see general retail establishment

none (permitted use) or as required by the board
(special use)
none (permitted or limited use) or as required by the
board (special use)
as required by the board for special use approval
none (permitted use) or as required by the board
(special use)
none (permitted use) or as required by the board
(special use)
none
none (permitted use) or as required by the board
(special use)
none (permitted use) or as required by the board
(special use)
none (permitted use) or as required by the board
(special use)
none (permitted use) or as required by the board
(special use)
none (permitted use) or as required by the board
(special use)
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Table 295-403-2-a
NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES REQUIRED, BY USE
Uses
General Motor Vehicle
Filling station
Car wash
Non-restaurant drive-through facility
Electric vehicle charging facility
Parking
Parking lot, principal use
Parking lot, accessory use
Parking structure, principal use
Parking structure, accessory use
Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, principal
Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, accessory
ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD SERVICE USES
Bed and breakfast
Hotel, commercial
Hotel, residential
Tavern
Assembly hall
Brewpub
Restaurant without drive-through facility
Restaurant with drive-through facility
ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION USES
Park or playground
Festival grounds
Recreation facility, indoor
Recreation facility, outdoor
Health club
Sports facility
Gaming facility
Theater
Convention and exposition center
Marina

No. of Parking Spaces Required
as required by the board for special use approval
none
None
None
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.
one for each sleeping room, plus one additional
space
one for every 1,000 square feet, or fraction thereof,
of gross floor area on the ground floor or above
one for every 2 sleeping rooms
see general retail establishment
one for every 1,000 square feet of gross floor area or
fraction thereof
see general retail establishment
see general retail establishment
see general retail establishment
none
none
see general retail establishment
as required by the board for special use approval
see general retail establishment
as required by the board for special use approval
N.A.
one for every 100 square feet of floor area in the
theater auditorium
as required by the board for special use approval
none

Outdoor racing facility
as required by the board for special use approval
STORAGE, RECYCLING AND WHOLESALE TRADE USES
Recycling collection facility
none
Mixed-waste processing facility
none
Material reclamation facility
none
Salvage operation, indoor
none
Salvage operation, outdoor
none
Wholesale and distribution facility, indoor
none
Wholesale and distribution facility, outdoor
none
Storage Facilities
Indoor
none
Self-service
none
Outdoor
none
Hazardous material
none
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Table 295-403-2-a
NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES REQUIRED, BY USE
Uses
TRANSPORTATION USES
Ambulance service
Ground transportation service
Passenger terminal
Helicopter landing facility
Airport
Ship terminal or docking facility
Truck freight terminal
Railroad switching, classification yard or freight
terminal
INDUSTRIAL USES
Alcohol beverage facility, micro
Alcohol beverage facility, large
Food processing
Manufacturing, light
Manufacturing, heavy
Manufacturing, intense
Research and development
Processing or recycling of mined materials
Contractor’s shop
Contractor’s yard
AGRICULTURAL USES
Plant nursery or greenhouse
Raising of livestock
Community Garden
Commercial farming enterprise
UTILITY AND PUBLIC SERVICE USES
Broadcasting or recording studio
Transmission tower
Water treatment plant
Sewerage treatment
Power generation plant
Small wind energy system
Solar farm
Substation/distribution equipment, indoor
Substation/distribution equipment, outdoor
TEMPORARY USES
Seasonal market
Temporary real estate sales office
Temporary concrete/batch plant
Live entertainment special event

No. of Parking Spaces Required
see general office
see general office
none
none
none
none
none
none

none
none
none
none
none
none
none
none
see general office
none
none
none
none
none
see general office
see general office
see general office
see general office
see general office
none
none
see general office
see general office
none
none
none
none

b.
Adjustment to Number Required. For any use except one- or 2-family residential, the number of
parking spaces required for a particular use may be reduced in accordance with the following credits:
b-1. One space for each off-site parking space which is owned or rented by the property or business
owner for the purpose of providing parking to the use in question. Such off-site spaces shall be located within
700 feet of the use, as measured by using the shortest pedestrian route from the nearest corner of the parking
facility to the main public entrance of the use served, except that for a use located in the LB3 district, such
spaces shall be located within 1,200 feet of the use. For a non-residential use, the off-site spaces shall not be
located on a site containing a wholly residential use. If the use provides a valet parking service, the off-site
spaces may be located more than 700 feet or 1,200 feet from the use, as the case may be, provided the
property or business owner submits to the department written documentation of permission to use an off-site
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parking lot or structure for valet parking. Off-site parking spaces shall also conform with the regulations of the
zoning district in which they are located.
b-2. One space for each on-street parking space that is located immediately adjacent to the site of the
use, provided that such on-street space is available for public use during the hours of operation of the use. To
qualify for this credit, an on-street parking space shall be in compliance with all city parking regulations and
shall measure at least 20 feet long if a parallel space.
b-3. 0.75 spaces for each space in a shared parking facility that serves different uses on a shared site or
adjacent sites. An applicant requesting approval of a shared parking facility shall submit survey data
substantiating a request for shared parking facility credits. The application shall describe the limits of the area
in which the shared parking credits are to apply and the parking space reduction applicable to each use. The
number of required parking spaces shall only be reduced if the following criteria are met:
b-3-a. The shared parking spaces shall be maintained as long as the uses they serve are in operation.
b-3-b. The peak hours of parking demand for the uses served by the shared parking facility do not
coincide.
b-3-d. The required number of bicycle parking spaces will be provided.
b-3-e. The property owner or owners shall sign and record, with the Milwaukee county register of deeds,
a written agreement which is in a form satisfactory to the city attorney and which states that there will be no
substantial change in the use or occupancy of the property or properties that will increase the demand for
parking in the shared parking facility. This agreement shall also include a statement that the property owner or
owners and their tenants shall be provided access to, and use of, the shared parking facility. A copy of the
agreement shall be filed with the commissioner of neighborhood services.
b-4.
A reduction of 25% in the number of parking spaces required if the use is located in the area
rd
bounded by Capitol Drive on the north, Lincoln Avenue on the south, Lake Michigan on the east and 43
Street/Sherman Boulevard on the west or is within 1,000 feet of any regularly scheduled bus stop. This
reduction is permitted because of the relatively high availability of public transit service and resultant potential
for reduced parking demand in the designated area and in locations in close proximity to bus stops. A
reduction of 25% shall also be permitted if the property owner or developer submits written documentation of
an ongoing, formally-established bike-and-shower or car pool program at the principal use of the premises and
the commissioner of neighborhood services determines that the bike-and-shower program or car pool
program is of sufficient magnitude and duration to warrant the reduction.
b-5.
One space for each space that the use is required to have but does not because the use was
previously legally established without the currently required number of parking spaces and without a variance
or special use permit from the board.
b-6.
A reduction in the number of spaces required may be granted by the board upon a determination
that a reduced number of spaces would be appropriate. Such reduction may occur only upon request of the
owner, who shall submit survey data to support the argument for reducing the required number of spaces. In
order to approve such a reduction, the board shall find either of the following:
b-6-a. The number of spaces needed to serve the use is fewer than the number normally required for
this land use.
b-6-b. In the long term, occupancy of the structure or property will not result in an increase in parking
demand.
b-7.
One space for each space in a public parking lot or public parking structure located within 700 feet
of the use, as measured by using the shortest pedestrian route from the nearest corner of the parking lot or
structure to the main public entrance of the use served.
c.
Shared Parking Required When Feasible. c-1. If the development is adjacent to a land use with
off-street parking facilities and different hours of operation, and the applicant believes that provision of shared
parking is infeasible, the applicant shall submit to the commissioner of neighborhood services a signed
affidavit indicating that the applicant has made a good-faith effort to locate shared parking facilities,
documenting the nature and extent of that effort, and explaining the rationale for concluding that the provision
of share parking facilities is infeasible.
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c-2.
An applicant for a mixed residential and commercial development or a shopping center
development adjacent to one or more existing mixed residential and commercial developments or shopping
center developments shall submit to the commissioner of neighborhood services a parking demand study that
indicates whether off-street parking for the proposed development can be combined with off-street parking at
the existing developments.
d.
Exception to Exceed Maximum Number of Off-Street Parking Spaces. d-1. The number of offstreet parking spaces provided for a general retail establishment, or for any land use for which the off-street
parking space requirement for a general retail establishment is cross-referenced in table 295-403-2-a, may
exceed the maximum specified in table 295-403-2-a if the commissioner of neighborhood services finds one
or more of the following to be true:
d-1-a. The additional spaces will be located in a parking structure.
d-1-b. The development site will contain additional facilities for the handling or treatment of storm water
runoff.
d-1-c. A parking demand study indicates that provision of more than the maximum number of spaces is
warranted by anticipated parking demand.
d-1-d. The adverse environmental effects of allowing additional parking spaces will be offset by other
mitigation measures approved by the commissioner of neighborhood services, including but not limited to the
creation or preservation of wetlands, acquisition of open space or implementation of storm water best
management practices, as defined in s. 120-3-2, within the same watershed, as defined in s. 295-201-678.
d-2.
To qualify for the exception from the maximum number of parking spaces permitted, the property
owner, developer or other applicant shall submit to the commissioner of neighborhood services a written plan
and supporting documents indicating an acceptable manner in which one or more of the criteria in subd. 1 will
be met.
d-3.
If the commissioner of neighborhood services determines, using the criteria in subd. 1, that an
exception from the maximum number of parking spaces is not warranted, the property owner, developer or
other applicant may appeal the commissioner's determination to the board. The board shall consider the
appeal in the same manner it considers a request for a dimensional variance.
3.
STANDARDS OF DESIGN. a. Dimensions. Parking spaces shall contain at least 160 square
feet, excluding drives, lanes or aisles, and be provided with an unobstructed access lane thereto from a public
street, alley or other open space approved by the commissioner of neighborhood services, except that spaces
designated for compact cars shall contain at least 120 square feet. A minimum of 50% of the required parking
spaces in a parking area shall be designated for compact cars.
b.
Paving. All areas used for the parking of motor vehicles or trailers or light or heavy motor vehicle
storage shall have paved or approved surfaces, as required in s. 252-74. The use of permeable paving, as
defined in s. 200-08-68.5, is encouraged for all parking spaces provided above the minimum number required
by this chapter.
c.
Illumination. Parking spaces and areas shall comply with the illumination standards of s. 295-409.
d.
Landscaping. Parking spaces and areas, and their required setbacks, shall comply with the
applicable requirements of s. 295-405.
e.
Motorcycle Parking Spaces. Each motorcycle parking space shall measure at least 4 feet wide
and 32 square feet in total area. Five motorcycle parking spaces may be provided in lieu of any required
automobile parking space. Motorcycle parking spaces provided in lieu of an automobile parking space need
not be contiguous.
f.
Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment.
f-1.
Electric vehicle supply equipment is permitted in any legally established parking space.
f-2.
Unless part of a legally established electric vehicle charging facility, electric vehicle supply
equipment in a residential zoning district shall be for the use of owners, residents and tenants of the property,
and shall not be retailed directly to the public.
f-3.
Electric vehicle supply equipment shall not block any required pedestrian walkways, conflict with
adjacent site elements such as bicycle parking, exempt the parking area from any required landscaping, or
block vision triangle.
f-4.
When outdoor electric vehicle charging equipment requires electrical distribution equipment, the
electrical distribution equipment shall meet the applicable screening requirement of s. 295-405-6.
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295-404. Bicycle Parking. 1. NUMBER OF SPACES. a. Number Required. The number of bicycle parking
spaces required for a particular use shall be as specified in table 295-404-1. Bicycle parking spaces shall be
required in all zoning districts, including RED redevelopment districts. Prior to issuance of any occupancy
permit, documentation that the required bicycle parking spaces exist shall be provided to the commissioner of
neighborhood services. A planned development shall comply with the minimum bicycle parking standards set
forth by this code unless otherwise specified in the planned development documents.
b.
Compliance; When Required. Compliance with the bicycle parking space requirements of table
295-403-2-a shall be required for any of the following:
b-1.
Construction of a new building.
b-2.
Construction of an addition to an existing building.
b-3.
Substantial improvement of an existing building.
b-4.
A change in the use classification of an occupancy of any portion of an existing building, as
evidenced by an application for a certificate of occupancy.
b-5.
Reconstruction, reconfiguration or increase in the number of on-site parking spaces that serve a
use for which short-term bicycle parking spaces are required. Long-term bicycle parking space requirements
shall not be applicable.
c.
Minimum Required. c-1. Where table 295-404-1 specifies a minimum number of bicycle parking
spaces, this number is the minimum number of spaces required. A greater number of bicycle parking spaces
may be provided.
c-2.
The minimum number of bicycle parking spaces required apply to each use on a lot.
d.
Calculation of Number Required. d-1. Square Footage Basis. The minimum number of bicycle
parking spaces required shall be based on the gross square footage of each occupancy, unless information is
presented to the commissioner of building inspection that shows actual net habitable or occupied space is a
lesser amount. Basement, preparation and mechanical areas shall not be included in the gross square
footage used to calculate the number of spaces required.
d-2.
Multiple Uses. In a building with multiple uses, the minimum number of bicycle parking spaces
required shall be calculated by adding the required number of spaces for each proposed use within the
building, based on the square footage associated with each use.
d-3.
Multiple Occupancies; Retail and Office Uses. In a building with multiple retail or office
occupancies, the minimum number of bicycle parking spaces required shall be calculated by adding the
minimum number of spaces required for each occupancy.
d-4.
Multiple Buildings. For a property with multiple buildings, the minimum number of bicycle parking
spaces required, as well as the locational requirements for those spaces, shall be determined and enforced on
a building-by-building basis.
e.
Spaces Required for a Special Use. For any use classified as a special use, the number of
bicycle parking spaces required shall be determined by the board, regardless of the number required by table
295-404-1. The board shall not be bound to require bicycle parking spaces, but if any parking spaces are to
be required, such requirement shall be specified by the board at the time of special use approval.
2.
LOCATION OF SPACES. a. Location of Long-Term Spaces. a-1. All required long-term bicycle
parking spaces serving an office or retail use greater than 12,000 square feet shall be located indoors, except
as provided in subd. 4.
a-2.
All required long-term bicycle parking spaces serving a residential use containing 4 or more
dwelling units shall be located indoors, except as provided in subd. 4.
a-3.
Indoor bicycle parking spaces may be provided in a bicycle storage room, an integral structured
parking area, or other dedicated area located to provide direct access to an entrance a bicyclist may use. If
the spaces are on a floor other than the ground floor, an elevator that is sufficiently large to accommodate
bicycles, or other reasonable means, shall be provided to access the bicycle parking area.
a-4.
Long-term bicycle parking may be provided in an approved outdoor structure if the structure
meets the accessory-structure placement standards for the district in which it is located or if approved within a
detailed plan development or approved by the commissioner of neighborhood services. Long-term spaces for
educational uses may be located outdoors provided they meet the location standards for short-term spaces.
a-5.
A bicycle rack in an indoor bicycle storage room or located in a parking garage shall meet the
design and security standards for short-term bicycle storage racks specified in par. b.
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a-6.
A bicycle storage rack may have an upper tier for additional bicycles. However, required bicycle
parking spaces shall be provided in bicycle-rack spaces at floor-surface level.
a-7.
If required long-term bicycle parking spaces are provided in an integral or accessory parking
structure, bicycle parking spaces may be distributed throughout the garage, but at least 50 percent of the
required spaces shall be on the same level as the vehicular entrance to the structure, or the level closest to
entry level in a mixed-occupancy garage, and be not more than 100 feet from that entrance. In addition,
bicycle parking areas shall be clearly marked as such and shall be separated from motor vehicle parking by
some form of barrier to minimize the possibility of a parked bicycle being hit by a motor vehicle. Furthermore,
all required bicycle parking spaces shall be located inside the structure or in areas protected from the weather.
b.
Location of Short-Term Spaces. b-1. For convenient access by visitors and patrons, short-term
bicycle parking spaces shall be located outdoors and, except as provided in subds. 2 and 3, within 50 feet of
the main entrance of the occupancy served. Short-term bicycle parking spaces shall be readily visible to
visitors and patrons, and located to allow maximum visibility for security of bicycles. The location of the bicycle
parking spaces shall be sufficiently lit and not obstructed in a way that creates difficulty in accessing or locking
bicycles.
b-2.
Exception for Bicycle Corral. A location for the short-term parking of multiple bicycles, such as a
bicycle corral, that does not comply with the 50-feet requirement of subd. 1 may be provided, as long as the
first 2 spaces are located within 50 feet of the main entrance of the occupancy served. The bicycle corral shall
be located within 100 feet of the path between the entrance to the site and the building entrance, shall not be
in a location which discourages its use, such as behind a building or at the far end of the parking lot, and shall
meet the design standards of sub. 4-d. A bicycle corral may be located within the public right-of-way subject to
approval of the department of public works.
b-3.
Spaces to be Provided On-Site Whenever Possible. If space near the entrance of the occupancy
served, and visible from that entrance, is available on the lot on which the occupancy is located, the required
short-term bicycle parking spaces shall be located on-site. If site layout and building placement do not allow
for the required spaces to be located on-site within 50 feet of the entrance of the occupancy served, the
required spaces may be located within the public right-of-way, subject to the approval of the department of
public works. All required short-term bicycle parking spaces provided in the public right-of-way shall be
located within 50 feet of the entrance of the occupancy served, shall allow for safe storage of bicycles, and
shall not, in the determination of the department of public works, obstruct pedestrian traffic on the sidewalk.
b-4.
Visibility and Signage. Whenever short-term bicycle parking spaces are not visible from the
primary street frontage of the occupancy they serve, signage shall be used to direct cyclists safely to the
parking spaces.
3.
ADJUSTMENT TO NUMBER OF SPACES REQUIRED. a. Long-Term Bicycle Parking. a-1.
For an office or manufacturing use, or a use for which one of these uses is cross-referenced in table 295-4041, the required number of long-term bicycle parking spaces may be reduced by one-half for any portion of the
occupancy above 240,000 square feet.
a-2.
For a retail use, or a use for which a retail use is cross-referenced in table 295-404-1, the required
number of long-term bicycle parking spaces may be reduced by one-half for any portion of the occupancy
above 36,000 square feet.
a-3.
For any individual retail occupancy, not more than 10 long-term bicycle parking spaces shall be
required. However, this maximum does not eliminate the requirement to provide a minimum number of
bicycle parking spaces for other occupancies on the lot.
a-4.
In elderly multi-family housing, bicycle parking spaces shall be required only for independent living
units.
b.
Short-Term Bicycle Parking. b-1. For an office or manufacturing use, or a use for which one of
these uses is cross-referenced in table 295-404-1, the required number of short-term bicycle parking spaces
may be reduced by one-half for any portion of the occupancy above 240,000 square feet.
b-2.
For a retail use, or a use for which a retail use is cross-referenced in table 295-404-1, the required
number of short-term bicycle parking spaces may be reduced by one-half for any portion of the occupancy
above 36,000 square feet.
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b-3.
For any individual retail occupancy, not more than 20 short-term bicycle parking spaces shall be
required. However, this maximum does not eliminate the requirement to provide a minimum number of
bicycle parking spaces for other occupancies on the lot.
4.
STANDARDS OF DESIGN. a. Bicycle Parking Space. A bicycle parking space provided to
comply with the requirements of this section shall be a minimum of 2 feet in width and 6 feet in length, with a
vertical clearance of at least 7 feet, and allow for both wheels to be at or near the floor or ground surface. If
located outdoors, the space shall be hard-surfaced, well-drained and illuminated. A properly-positioned
inverted, U-shaped rack, commonly referred to as a bike staple, shall be considered 2 bicycle parking spaces.
b.
Bicycle Rack. b-1. General Design. A bicycle rack used to comply with the requirements of this
section shall be a stationary device of steel tubing or stock, not less than one inch in diameter nor more than 3
inches in diameter, or 2.25 inches square, which provides bicycle-locking points between one and 3 feet off
the ground and a gap near the bottom for pedal clearance, such that a person can lock a bicycle frame and
one bicycle wheel to the tubing with a standard, 4-inch-by-8-inch or larger, U-shaped bicycle lock. A bicycle
rack shall be securely anchored to the ground or adjacent structure.
b-2.
Securing of Bicycles. The rack shall be designed such that there are 2 or more contact points
between a bicycle and the rack. A rack which only allows securing of a wheel, such as a low-profile rack, grid
rack or comb rack, may not be used to meet the requirements of this section.
b-3.
Wave Rack. An existing rack of the type known as a wave rack may be used to comply with the
requirements of this section; however, new racks may not use wave racks for provision of new bicycle parking
spaces.
b-4.
Decorative Rack. A decorative or custom rack that meets all of the requirements of this
subdivision shall be permitted.
b-5.
Proximity to Ground or Floor. A rack used to meet the requirements of this section shall allow a
bicycle to have both wheels on or near the ground or floor surface to ensure the rider does not have difficulty
with parking and securing the bicycle. Additional racks providing more than the required number of bicycle
parking spaces may be provided in alternative designs, such as wall-hung, vertically-stored or placed on a
second, raised tier of storage.
b-6.
Townhouses. In townhouse-style dwelling units with private garages, bicycle parking may be
accommodated within the garage space. A wall-hung rack is acceptable.
c.
Outdoor Enhanced Facilities; Long-Term Bicycle Parking Spaces. An outdoor enhanced facility
for long-term bicycle parking spaces shall be coordinated with the overall site layout of the property and follow
any placement and setback requirements applicable to an accessory structure. The facility may consist of
individual bicycle lockers or a locked common area that accommodates multiple bicycles, provided the facility
provides protection from rain or snow and is located on a hard, well-drained surface. For a multiple-bicycle
facility, any bike rack used for securing bicycles shall meet the standards of pars. a and b and allow securing
of individual bikes. Access aisles, minimum vertical clearance and other standards for bicycle parking spaces
shall be met.
d.
Bicycle Corral. A bicycle corral shall meet the positioning and spacing standards for bike racks
set forth in sub. 5-d. The corral shall be protected from motor vehicles with appropriate guarding as needed
for the specific installation.
5.
OUTDOOR BICYCLE PARKING POSITIONING. a. Part of Overall Site Layout and Design.
Bicycle parking shall be an integral part of the overall site layout and landscape design, and be placed to
minimize visual clutter. No bike rack shall be placed in landscaping or in a position that damages adjacent
landscaping.
b.
Preservation of Pedestrian Circulation. Bicycle parking spaces shall be placed such that they do
not interfere with pedestrian circulation on the site, including required pedestrian paths from the street to
building entrances and site circulation between entrances. Nor shall bicycle parking spaces obstruct any fire
access routes or facilities, access from parking areas, or Americans with Disabilities Act-required circulation
features.
c.
Protection of Bicycles from Damage. Bicycle parking and motor vehicle parking shall be located
in a manner that protects bicycles from damage. To this end, each bicycle parking space shall meet the
design standards of sub. 4-a and allow reasonable movement when securing or removing a bicycle.
d.
Positioning and Spacing of Racks. Every bicycle rack shall comply with the following standards:
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d-1.
The rack shall be properly positioned to allow sufficient space to properly lock the frame of a
bicycle to the rack.
d-2.
Sufficient space shall be provided to allow for access to the rack and for bicycle wheels to extend
beyond the rack.
d-3.
The positioning of the rack shall not result in bicycles blocking a walkway or conflicting with
adjacent site elements, such as parked motor vehicles.
d-4.
If the rack is parallel to a walkway, it shall not be placed closer than 18 inches from the edge of
the walkway, to avoid blocking the walkway.
d-5.
If the rack is an inverted U-type rack placed parallel or perpendicular to a wall or similar
obstruction, a minimum distance of 30 inches shall be maintained between the rack and the wall, to ensure a
bicycle will fit at proper contact points with the rack.
d-6.
When a bicycle rack is positioned parallel to a curb in a parking lot, the rack shall be located not
less than 30 inches from the curb. If motor vehicles are parked parallel or perpendicular to the curb, additional
space may be required to protect both bicycles and motor vehicles from damage. If a bicycle rack is located
on a public sidewalk, the rack shall be placed such that at least 5 feet of pedestrian clearance is maintained
and the rack is at least 30 inches from the curb.
d-7.
Where inverted U-type racks are positioned parallel to each other or mounted in a series in one
row, a minimum distance of 3 feet shall be provided between the racks.
d-8.
In a location with multiple rows of bicycle racks, the bicycle parking area shall have access aisles
at least 4 feet wide between all rows.
d-9.
The rack shall be positioned so that no bicycle parking space is closer than 4 feet from any
driveway, crosswalk, egress route, emergency equipment or other object deemed by the commissioner of
neighborhood services as needing setback from the rack.
e.
Maintenance of Bicycle Parking Facilities. All racks and other facilities associated with the parking
of bicycles shall be properly maintained. Proper bolting of racks to the surface shall be required, and corroded
or rusted racks which prevent or limit the proper securing of bicycles shall be replaced. In addition, racks shall
be kept free of abandoned bicycles to prevent obstructions to short-term users.
6.
INDOOR BICYCLE PARKING. A bicycle storage room or other indoor bicycle parking area shall:
a.
Meet all applicable standards of sub. 5, including the design and security standards for short-term
bicycle racks.
b.
Be clearly marked or signed at the location, as well as along access routes if not readily apparent.
c.
Shall be appropriately illuminated to allow for safe nighttime use. This requirement shall apply to
both the bicycle parking spaces and all access routes leading to them.
7.
APPLICABILITY OF RACK DESIGN AND PLACEMENT STANDARDS. The standards of subs.
4-a and 5-a, b and d shall apply to bicycle racks placed in situations where no bicycle parking spaces are
required:
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Table 295-404-1
NUMBER OF BICYCLE PARKING SPACES REQUIRED, BY USE
Use

Long-Term Bicycle Parking
Spaces Required

Short-Term Bicycle
Parking Spaces Required

Single-family dwelling

none

Two-family dwelling

none

none
none

Multi-family dwelling

one for every 4 dwelling units

Permanent supportive housing

none

one for every 30 dwelling
units; min. of 2 spaces
none

Transitional housing

none

none

Attached single-family dwelling

none

none

Live-work unit

none

none

Mobile home

none

none

Watchman/service quarters

none

none

Family day care home

none

none

GROUP RESIDENTIAL USES
Rooming house

one for every 4 beds

one for every 30 beds; min.
of 2 spaces
none
one for every 30 beds; min.
of 2 spaces
one for every 30 beds; min.
of 2 spaces
none

RESIDENTIAL USES

Convent, rectory or monastery
Dormitory

none
one for every 4 beds

Fraternity or sorority

one for every 4 beds

Adult family home

none
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Table 295-404-1
NUMBER OF BICYCLE PARKING SPACES REQUIRED, BY USE
Use
Long-Term Bicycle Parking Spaces
Required

Short-Term Bicycle Parking Spaces
Required

Foster family home

none

none

Small foster home

none

none

Group home or group foster home

none

none

Family shelter care facility

none

none

Small group shelter care facility

none

none

Large group shelter care facility

none

none

none

none

Foster Homes

Shelter Care Facilities

Community living arrangement
EDUCATIONAL USES
Day care center
School, elementary or secondary

none
one per classroom

none
one per classroom

College

one per classroom

one per classroom

School, personal instruction

one per classroom

one per classroom

Library

see general office

see general retail establishment

Cultural institution

see general office

see general retail establishment

Community center

see general office

see general retail establishment

Religious assembly

none

Cemetery or other place of interment

none

one for every 30 seats in the assembly hall;
min. of 2 spaces
none

Public safety facility

none

none

Correctional facility

none

none

General office

for an occupancy larger than 12,000 sq.
ft., one for every 6,000 sq. ft. of gross
floor area; min. of 2 spaces

one for every 24,000 sq. ft. of gross floor
area; min. of 2 spaces

Government office

see general office

see general office

Bank or other financial institution

see general office
see general retail establishment

see general office
see general retail establishment

Installment loan agency

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Cash-for-gold business

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Pawn shop

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Retail establishment, general

one for every 3,000 sq. ft. of gross floor
area; min. of 2 spaces

Garden supply or landscaping center

for an occupancy larger than12,000 sq.
ft., one for every 6,000 sq. ft. of gross
floor area; min. of 2 spaces
see general retail establishment

Home improvement center

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Secondhand store

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Outdoor merchandise sales

none

see general retail establishment

Artist studio

none

none

COMMUNITY-SERVING USES

COMMERCIAL AND OFFICE USES

Currency exchange, payday loan or title
loan agency
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Table 295-404-1
NUMBER OF BICYCLE PARKING SPACES REQUIRED, BY USE
Use

Long-Term Bicycle Parking
Spaces Required

Short-Term Bicycle Parking
Spaces Required

Adult retail establishment

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Medical office

see general office

see general office

Health clinic

see general office

see general office

Hospital

see general office

see general office

Medical research laboratory

see general office

see general office

Medical service facility

see general office

see general office

Social service facility
Emergency residential shelter

see general office
as required by the board for
special use approval

see general office
as required by the board for
special use approval

Nursing home

see general office

see general office

Personal service establishment

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Business service

see general office

see general office

Catering service

see general office

see general office

Funeral home
Laundromat

see general office
see general retail establishment

see general office
see general retail establishment

Dry cleaning establishment

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Furniture and appliance rental and leasing

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Household maintenance and repair service

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Tool/equipment rental facility

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Animal hospital/clinic

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Animal boarding facility

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Animal grooming or training facility

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Sales facility

none

none

Rental facility

none

none

Repair facility

none

none

Body shop

none

none

Outdoor storage

none

none

Wholesale facility

none

none

Sales facility

none

none

Rental facility

none

none

Repair facility

none

none

Body shop

none

none

Outdoor storage

none

none

HEALTH CARE AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE USES

GENERAL SERVICE USES

Animal Services

MOTOR VEHICLE USES
Light Motor Vehicle

Heavy Motor Vehicle

General Motor Vehicle
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Table 295-404-1
NUMBER OF BICYCLE PARKING SPACES REQUIRED, BY USE
Long-Term Bicycle Parking
Spaces Required

Short-Term Bicycle Parking
Spaces Required

Filling station

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Car wash

none

none

Non-restaurant drive-through facility

none

none

Electric vehicle charging facility

none

none

Parking lot, principal use

none

none

Parking lot, accessory use

none

Parking structure, principal use

none

none
one space for every 50 motor
vehicle spaces

Parking structure, accessory use

none

none

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, principal use

none

none

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, accessory use

none

none

none
see general retail establishment,
with number of spaces required
based on aggregate floor area
devoted to restaurant, tavern and
retail space accessory to hotel

none
see general retail establishment,
with number of spaces required
based on aggregate floor area
devoted to restaurant, tavern and
retail space accessory to hotel

Hotel, residential

one for every 4 beds

Tavern

see general retail establishment

one for every 30 beds; min. of 2
spaces
see general retail establishment

Brewpub

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Assembly hall

none

one for every 30 seats in the
assembly hall; min. of 2 spaces

Restaurant without drive-through facility

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Restaurant with drive-through facility

see general retail establishment

see general retail establishment

Park or playground

none

none

Festival grounds

none
see general retail establishment

none
see general retail establishment

Health club

none
see general retail establishment

none
see general retail establishment

Sports facility

none

none

Gaming facility
Theater

none
one per screen

none
4 per screen

Convention and exposition center

none

none

Marina

none

none

Outdoor racing facility

none

none

Use

Parking

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD SERVICE USES
Bed and breakfast
Hotel, commercial

ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION USES

Recreation facility, indoor
Recreation facility, outdoor

STORAGE, RECYCLING AND WHOLESALE TRADE USES
Recycling collection facility

none

none

Mixed-waste processing facility

none

none

Material reclamation facility

none

none

Salvage operation, indoor

none

none
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Table 295-404-1
NUMBER OF BICYCLE PARKING SPACES REQUIRED, BY USE
Use

Long-Term Bicycle Parking
Spaces Required

Short-Term Bicycle Parking
Spaces Required

Salvage operation, outdoor

none

none

Wholesale and distribution facility, indoor

none

none

Wholesale and distribution facility, outdoor

none

none

Indoor

none

none

Self-service

none

none

Outdoor

none

none

Hazardous materials

none

none

Ambulance service

see general office

see general office

Ground transportation service

see general office

see general office

Passenger terminal

none

none

Helicopter landing facility

none

none

Airport

none

none

Ship terminal or docking facility

none

none

Truck freight terminal

none

none

Railroad switching, classification yard or freight terminal

none

none

Storage Facilities

TRANSPORTATION USES

INDUSTRIAL USES
Alcohol beverage facility, micro

for office space, see general
one for every 24,000 sq. ft. of
office; no requirement for non- gross floor area; min. of 2 spaces
office areas

Alcohol beverage facility, large

for office space, see general
one for every 24,000 sq. ft. of
office; no requirement for non- gross floor area; min. of 2 spaces
office areas

Food processing

for office space, see general
one for every 24,000 sq. ft. of
office; no requirement for non- gross floor area; min. of 2 spaces
office areas

Manufacturing, light

for office space, see general
one for every 24,000 sq. ft. of
office; no requirement for non- gross floor area; min. of 2 spaces
office areas

Manufacturing, heavy

for office space, see general
one for every 24,000 sq. ft. of
office; no requirement for non- gross floor area; min. of 2 spaces
office areas

Manufacturing, intense

for office space, see general
one for every 24,000 sq. ft. of
office; no requirement for non- gross floor area; min. of 2 spaces
office areas

Research and development

see general office

see general office

Processing or recycling of mined materials

none

none

Contractor’s shop

none

none

Contractor’s yard

none

none

Plant nursery or greenhouse

none

none

Raising of livestock

none

none

Community garden

none

none

Commercial farming enterprises

none

none

AGRICULTURAL USES
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Table 295-404-1
NUMBER OF BICYCLE PARKING SPACES REQUIRED, BY USE
Long-Term Bicycle Parking
Spaces Required

Short-Term Bicycle Parking
Spaces Required

Broadcasting or recording studio

see general office

see general office

Transmission tower

none

none

Water treatment plant

none

none

Sewage treatment plant

none

none

Power generation plant

none

none

Small wind energy system

none

none

Solar farm

none

none

Substation/distribution equipment, indoor

none

none

Substation/distribution equipment, outdoor

none

none

Seasonal market

none

see general retail establishment

Temporary real estate sales office

none

see general retail establishment

Concrete/batch plant, temporary

none

none

Live entertainment special event

none

none

Use

UTILITY AND PUBLIC SERVICE USES

TEMPORARY USES

295-405. Landscaping and Screening. 1. INTRODUCTION. a. Purposes. The standards of this section
are established to promote and protect the health, safety and general welfare of the public in the following
ways:
a-1.
Protecting and enhancing the aesthetic quality of the city of Milwaukee by ensuring a well-defined
and pedestrian-friendly public realm and by screening parking lots and unsightly uses and site features from
public streets.
a-2.
Mitigating the effects of excessive light, noise, and dust in neighborhoods by screening parking
lots and unsightly uses and site features from adjacent properties and providing buffers between incompatible
uses.
a-3.
Increasing Milwaukee’s urban tree canopy, providing areas for stormwater infiltration and
improving water quality in streams, rivers and in Lake Michigan.
b.
Applicability. b-1. New Construction. Any new building, parking lot or other site improvement
shall comply with the requirements of this section. When a new principal building is added to a premises, and
occupies at least 10 percent of the site area, the entire premises shall comply with the requirements of this
section.
b-2.
Addition or Expansion. When an existing parking lot is expanded by 25 percent or more within a
2-year period, the entire property shall be brought into compliance with the landscaping and screening
requirements of this section. If the parking lot is expanded by less than 25 percent, compliance shall only be
required for the added area.
b-3.
Repaving or Reconstruction. When 25 percent or more of an existing parking lot is repaved or
reconstructed within a 2-year period, the entire parking lot shall be brought into compliance with the
landscaping and screening requirements of this section. If less than 25 percent of the parking lot is repaved or
reconstructed, compliance shall only be required for the repaved or reconstructed area. For the purposes of
this subdivision, repaving includes activities such as removing the top layer of asphalt through milling and
replacing with new asphalt, applying a surface course of new asphalt on top of existing asphalt, or pulverizing
and stabilizing existing asphalt. Reconstruction means replacement of the underlying base structure of a
parking lot. Ordinary maintenance and repairs, including infrared patching, crack filling, seal coating and line
striping, shall not necessitate application of the landscaping or screening requirements of this section.
b-4.
Change in Use. When a use requiring screening changes, or an additional use requiring
screening is added, the entire premises on which that use is located shall be brought into compliance with the
landscaping and screening requirements of this section.
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b-5.
Substantial Improvement. When a substantial improvement is made to a principal building, the
entire premises on which that principal building is located shall be brought into compliance with the
landscaping and screening requirements of this section.
b-6.
Applicability Waiver. If the landscaping and screening requirements of this section are applicable
because of a repaving or reconstruction project, a change in use or a substantial improvement to a principal
building, and the commissioner of neighborhood services determines that strict compliance with the
requirements of this section is not possible, the commissioner may waive part or all of the landscaping and
screening requirements provided that they are complied with to the fullest extent possible. If the
commissioner determines that a waiver is not warranted, the property owner, developer or other applicant may
appeal the commissioner’s determination to the board. The board shall consider the appeal in the same
manner it considers a request for a dimensional variance. Screening requirements may also be waived by the
commissioner in whole or in part, or compliance with them may be delayed in whole or in part, if visibility of the
use or object to be screened is limited by changes of grade, natural features, elevated roadways, existing
buildings or similar obstructions. Parking lot landscaping requirements described in s. 295-405-3-c may be
waived in whole or in part if the commissioner finds one or more of the following to be true:
b-6-a. Full compliance is not possible due to site dimensions or the location of existing buildings.
b-6-b. Full compliance would result in the number of parking spaces being reduced to below the
minimum number required by s. 295-403-2.
b-6-c. Full compliance would result in the number of existing parking spaces being reduced by more
than 10%, and a parking demand study indicates that a greater number of spaces is necessary to
accommodate anticipated parking demand.
b-6-d. The adverse environmental effects of non-compliance with parking lot landscaping requirements
will be offset by other mitigation measures approved by the commissioner, including but not limited to the
creation or preservation of wetlands, acquisition of open space or implementation of storm water best
management practices, as defined in s. 120-3-2, within the same watershed, as defined in s. 295-201-678.
c.
Landscaping and Screening Plan Required. Prior to issuance of any permit for a site modification
in which landscaping or screening is required by this section, a landscaping and screening plan illustrating how
compliance with the standards of this section will be achieved shall be submitted to the department of
neighborhood services for approval. The landscaping and screening plan shall be accurately drawn to scale
and include the following:
c-1.
Location of all existing and proposed buildings and the location of adjacent buildings if within 5
feet of the common property line.
c-2.
The location of property lines, adjacent rights-of-way, and features within rights-of way, including
curb lines, driveways, sidewalks, street trees, light poles, transit stops, transit shelters, on-street parking
spaces and loading areas.
c-3.
The location of all on-site motor vehicle and bicycle parking spaces, including the exact number of
spaces provided, and the square footage of all motor vehicle parking and operating areas, except those areas
within structures.
c-4.
The location, size and type of all permanent site features relevant to the landscaping plan,
including but not limited to landscape areas, fences, walls, outdoor seating, pedestrian paths, lighting fixtures
and signage.
c-5.
The location, size, type, and quantity of all proposed plant materials and existing plant materials to
be retained, along with a key or table referencing all plants by common or scientific name.
c-6.
The location of mechanical equipment, trash and recycling collection equipment, dumpster and
waste storage areas, substation/distribution equipment, and truck berths for loading docks, if applicable.
c-7.
North arrow and scale.
d.
Implementation Schedule. Required landscaping, screening and green infrastructure shall be
installed as soon as practical, preferably prior to occupancy. A delay in the installation of plantings may be
permitted by the department of neighborhood services for up to six months after permit issuance due to
season.
e.
Encroachment into Public Right-of-Way. Landscaped areas may encroach into the public right-ofway, but fences and walls used for screening shall not be constructed in the public right-of-way. No tree or
shrub may be planted in the public right-of-way unless such planting is authorized by a permit issued by the
commissioner of public works pursuant to s. 116-52. At no point may plants or other landscaping elements
obstruct or encroach on public sidewalks.
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f.
Maintenance. All required landscaping materials, including trees, plants and fences or walls, shall
be properly maintained and replaced as necessary to maintain code compliance. In addition, any future
alterations shall meet the minimum requirements of this section. Features shall be kept free of refuse and
debris. Plant material shall be regularly maintained in a healthy, vigorous condition, free from disease, pests
and noxious species. Maintenance shall include weeding, edging, mulching, fertilizing, trimming, sweeping,
pruning and deadheading. Failure to regularly maintain the required landscaping, screening or green
infrastructure shall constitute a violation of this section.
g.
Vision Triangle. g-1. General. A vision triangle shall be provided at each intersection of 2 streets,
an alley and a street, or an access drive and a street in the zoning districts specified in this paragraph. A
vision triangle shall not be required at a residential driveway used exclusively by a single-family or 2-family
dwelling.
g-2.
Description. A vision triangle is the triangular area formed by connecting the point of intersection
of the curbs at the intersection of 2 streets, or the point of intersection of the alley or driveway line with the side
of sidewalk closest to the property line, with 2 other points each located an equal distance away from the point
of intersection along the 2 lines that intersect. Where sidewalks are not present, the point of intersection shall
be 4 feet from the street side of the property line, along the alley or driveway line extended.
g-3.
Required Vision Triangles. The measured distance along the intersecting lines, as specified in
subd. 2, shall be the following:
g-3-a. In all zoning districts, 10 feet for the intersection of an access drive and a street.
g-3-b. In the RS6, RT4, RM4 and RO2 zoning districts, 15 feet for the intersection of 2 streets or an alley
and a street.
g-3-c. In the RS5, RT3 and RM3 zoning districts, 20 feet for the intersection of 2 streets or an alley and a
street.
g-3-d. In the RS1 to RS4, RT1 and RT2, RM1 and RM2, RO1, NS1, LB1, RB1, IO1, IL1 and PK zoning
districts, 25 feet for the intersection of 2 streets or an alley and a street.
g-3-e. In all other zoning districts, no vision triangle shall be required at the intersection of 2 streets or an
alley and a street.
g-4.
Objects Within Vision Triangle. Opaque fences and other opaque objects, such as coniferous
trees and shrubs and utility boxes, located in the vision triangle shall not exceed 3 feet in height. Semi-opaque
and open fences and other semi-opaque objects, such as deciduous trees and shrubs, sign and utility poles,
traffic standards, and masonry fence piers not exceeding 16 inches in width, shall be permitted.
2.
LANDSCAPING AND SCREENING ELEMENTS. a. Canopy Trees. a-1. General. When used to
meet the requirements of this section, canopy trees shall be of a deciduous street tree variety with a leaf and
branch structure that creates a uniform crown and an opaque tree canopy. In addition:
a-1-a. Tree species shall be approved by the commissioner of neighborhood services. The planting of
ash trees and female gingko trees is prohibited.
a-1-b. Ornamental trees shall be considered canopy trees if they meet the minimum size requirements.
Ornamental trees shall be set back at least 5 feet from any sidewalk. No more than 50 percent of total trees
required may be ornamental trees.
a-1-c. Canopy trees located within 20 feet of the street lot line may be credited toward street frontage
screening requirements.
a-1-d. Trees in the abutting public right-of-way immediately adjacent to the property may be counted
towards the landscaping and screening requirements of this section if authorized by a permit issued by the
commissioner of public works pursuant to s. 116-52.
a-2.
Tree Size. A canopy tree shall be at least 2.5-inch-caliper size at the time of planting measured
as diameter at breast height, except that 2 canopy trees of at least 1.5-inch-caliper size may be substituted for
one tree of 2.5-inch-caliper size, provided that the planting area required for each tree is not reduced below
the minimum required.
a-3.
Planting Areas for Canopy Trees. An area used for planting canopy trees shall have a minimum
of 100 square feet of surface area and a minimum of 150 cubic feet of planting soil per tree. A planting area
for canopy trees may include modular suspended pavement systems that contain healthy non-compacted soil,
and the permeable surface area of such systems may be counted toward the minimum surface area required.
a-4.
Credit for Existing Canopy Trees. An existing canopy tree on the premises may be counted
towards the minimum tree requirements provided it complies with the standards of this subsection and no soil
within 5 feet of the tree is disturbed. In addition:
a-4-a. An existing canopy tree greater than 12-inch-caliper size may be counted as 2 trees if no soil
within 10 feet of the tree is disturbed.
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a-4-b. An existing canopy tree greater than 18-inch-caliper size may be counted as 3 trees if no soil
within 15 feet of the tree is disturbed.
a-5.
Tree Diversity. When a site has 10 or more trees, no single species may comprise more than 50
percent of trees used to meet the requirements of this section.
b.
Landscaped Areas. b-1. General. Landscaped areas consist of planting beds filled with low-level
or eye-level plants. Low-level plants include low shrubs, perennials and ornamental grasses. Eye-level plants
include evergreen trees and tall shrubs. When used for screening, low-level plants are intended to define
spaces and allow for natural surveillance, while eye-level plants are intended to completely obscure the view of
the use being screened. The type and number of plants required is determined by the use being screened,
the presence of a fence or wall and the size of the landscaped area. Low shrubs are shrubs that are expected
to grow to a mature height of not more than 4 feet, while tall shrubs are shrubs that are expected to grow to a
mature height of not less than 6 feet. Low and tall shrubs may be deciduous shrubs or evergreen shrubs.
b-2.
Planting Soil. Landscaped areas shall have healthy non-compact planting soil at least 18 inches
deep.
b-3.
Plant Combinations. When landscaped areas allow for multiple plant types, any equivalent
combination of the permitted plant types may be used. One low or tall shrub is equivalent to 2 perennials or
ornamental grasses. One evergreen tree is equivalent to 2 low or tall shrubs or 4 perennials or ornamental
grasses.
b-4.
Plant Size. Minimum and maximum plant sizes for low-level and eye-level plants are specified in
table 295-405-2-b-4.
Table 295-405-2-b-4
PLANT SIZE
Minimum Container Size
Minimum Height at
at Time of Planting
Time of Planting

Maximum Height at
Maturity

Perennials/
ornamental grasses

1 gallon

1 ft.

4 ft.

Low shrubs

3 gallons

1.5 ft.

4 ft.

Tall shrubs

3 gallons

4 ft.

none

n/a

6 ft.

none

Evergreen trees

c.
Fences and Walls. c-1. General. Where a masonry wall, ornamental metal fence or opaque
fence is used to meet the minimum screening requirements of this section, it shall be consistent with the type
of fence required, the opacity and height standards for the use being screened, and the screening method
selected. Where no fence is required, a fence or wall of any type is permitted if otherwise permitted in the
zoning district. If any fence other than an ornamental metal fence is present between a use requiring
screening and a street lot line, such fence shall be set back behind the required landscaped area as viewed
from the street.
c-2.
Masonry Walls. A masonry wall is intended to replace low-level and eye-level plants where
space for sufficient planting does not exist. Where a masonry wall is used to meet minimum screening
requirements, it shall be constructed of attractive, high-quality, durable-finish materials such as brick, cast
stone, decorative block or stucco over standard concrete masonry blocks. The color, texture and type of
materials used on masonry walls shall be similar to or compatible with the materials used on the building
located on the premises where screening is required. If the primary structure on the premises is not of
masonry construction, a solid wall at least 8 inches thick constructed of non-masonry materials may be used if
approved by the commissioner of neighborhood services. An ornamental metal fence may be constructed
atop a masonry wall, or a masonry wall may have openings consisting of ornamental metal fencing, provided
the fence or wall meets the opacity requirements for the use being screened and the screening method
selected. Where plants are not required due to the presence of a masonry wall, they are permitted and
encouraged. Gabion walls are not considered masonry walls for the purposes of this section.
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c-3.
Ornamental Metal Fences. An ornamental metal fence is intended to complement low-level
and eye-level plants where space for planting is limited. Where an ornamental metal fence is used to meet
minimum screening requirements, it shall have decorative metal pickets at least 0.75 inches wide and spaced
no farther apart than an average of 6 inches on center. The standards for picket width and spacing may be
waived by the commissioner of neighborhood services for custom metal fences of exceptional design with an
opacity of not less than 15%. When a custom fence has an opacity of more than 50%, it shall be set back
behind the required landscaping as viewed from the street. An ornamental metal fence may include piers
constructed of masonry, stone, or wood. An ornamental metal fence may be constructed atop a masonry wall
or have solid portions consisting of masonry, provided the fence meets the opacity requirements for the use
being screened and the screening method selected. In an industrial district, a welded wire metal fence may be
used as an alternative to an ornamental metal fence. A welded wire metal fence shall be rigid and composed
of architectural metal panels or heavy-duty welded wire mesh with coated metal wires at least 1/8 inch in
diameter (10 gauges or less).
c-4.
Opaque Fences. An opaque fence is intended to completely obscure the view of the use
being screened. An opaque fence may be constructed of masonry, stone, metal, wood, vinyl or composite
material, gabions filled with stone material, or a combination of such materials. Chain link fences with slats or
mesh screening are not considered opaque fences.
c-5.
Masonry Piers. An ornamental metal fence or opaque fence used to meet minimum
screening requirements shall have masonry piers if located in the LB3 zoning district or a downtown zoning
district, or where used as an alternative to masonry walls as allowed by s. 295-405-3-a-4-b. Masonry piers
shall be spaced not more than 25 feet apart and also provided on corners and at changes in direction.
Masonry piers shall be at least 16 inches wide and 16 inches deep with a minimum height of 3 feet. The color,
texture and type of materials used on masonry piers shall be similar to or compatible with the materials used
on the building located on the premises where screening is required. If such building is not of masonry
construction, the piers may be omitted or constructed of non-masonry materials if approved by the
commissioner of neighborhood services.
c-6.
Prohibited Fence or Wall Materials. A fence or wall used to meet the minimum screening
requirements may not include corbeled masonry blocks or other dry stack blocks, structural corrugated metal,
metal siding or a metal panel and batten system, or exterior insulation and finish systems (EIFS) or simulated
stucco products.
c-7.
Gaps in Fences and Walls. Where a fence or wall is used to meet the minimum screening
requirements of this section, such fence or wall shall be provided throughout the length of the landscaped area
except in the following circumstances:
c-7-a. Adjacent to Canopy Trees. In order to facilitate proper growth of canopy trees, a fence or
wall is not required within 5 feet of new or existing trees.
c-7-b. Access Points. Gaps in a fence or wall may occur as necessary to accommodate vehicle
and pedestrian access, bicycle parking spaces and transit shelters. A fence or wall is not required within 10
feet of an access drive.
c-7-c. Public Amenities. Gaps in a fence or wall may occur as necessary to accommodate public
art, water features, street furniture or other public amenities.
c-8.
Grade Changes. If there is an elevation difference between a use or object being screened
and the street or adjacent property, the height of fences and walls shall be measured from the point of highest
elevation.
d.
Green Infrastructure. Green infrastructure is any combination of landscaping, facilities, or
equipment that captures rain water at or near the site where it falls by infiltration into the soil,
evapotranspiration by plants, or storage for reuse. The following green infrastructure features may be used for
parking lot landscaping as described in s. 295-405-3-c:
d-1.
Permeable Paving. Permeable paving is a surface paved with permeable pavers, porous
concrete or porous asphalt that allows water infiltration into the soil. A parking lot or motor vehicle operating
area paved with permeable paving shall comply with the standards of s. 252-74.
d-2.
Rain Garden. A rain garden is a landscaped area specifically designed to capture and
infiltrate storm water and filled with deep-rooted plants.
d-3.
Bioswale. A bioswale is a depressed area designed to capture and infiltrate stormwater runoff
and remove pollutants. Constructed wetlands and other bio-retention facilities may also be considered
bioswales for the purposes of this section.

-743-

10/12/2021

295-405-3 Zoning
d-4.
Rain Water Catchment Area. A rain water catchment area is an area from which rainfall flows
into a rain garden, bioswale or other bio-retention facility.
e.
Other Landscaping and Screening Elements. e-1. Berms. Berms are permitted in all zoning
districts except downtown districts. A berm may not be used to meet the minimum screening requirements of
this section.
e-2.
Bollards. Bollards are permitted in all circumstances but may not be used to meet the
minimum requirements of this section.
e-3.
Boulders. Boulders and other hard, round elements greater than 18 inches in diameter with
irregular surfaces meant to appear eroded by nature are prohibited within 10 feet of a street property line.
Masonry objects and structures with flat, finished surfaces are permitted as a means to mark a gateway
condition, provide pedestrian seating, or to define a street edge. Retaining walls consisting of boulders or
stones are permitted, but may not be used to meet the minimum screening requirements of this section.
3.
LANDSCAPING AND SCREENING REQUIREMENTS FOR LIGHT MOTOR VEHICLE
PARKING LOTS AND VEHICLE OPERATING AREAS. a. Screening of Light Motor Vehicle Parking Lots and
Vehicle Operating Areas from Public Streets. a-1. Purpose. The purpose of screening light motor vehicle
parking lots and vehicle operating areas from public streets is to ensure a well-defined and pedestrian-friendly
public realm and to protect the aesthetic quality of the city of Milwaukee.
a-2.
When Required. Screening is required when a light motor vehicle parking lot or vehicle
operating area is less than 20 feet from a street property line, provided screening is not required:
a-2-a. For a light motor vehicle parking lot or vehicle operating area with less than 5 parking spaces
and less than 2,500 square feet of combined vehicle parking and operating area.
a-2-b. From alleys or at access drive locations.
a-3.
Options for Screening from Streets. Screening shall be installed and maintained between the
parking lot or vehicle operating area and the street by one, or a combination, of the options described in table
295-405-3-a.
a-4.
Reduced Standards for Existing Parking Lots. When screening requirements are applicable
because of a repaving or reconstruction, a change in the use being screened or a substantial improvement to
an existing building, the following exceptions apply:
a-4-a. Reduced Landscaped Area. The minimum width of the landscaped area in table 295-405-3-a
may be reduced by up to 50% if necessary to maintain existing pavement. No reduction shall be permitted for
a principal use parking lot or where the maximum number of parking spaces allowed by s. 295-403-2 is
exceeded.
a-4-b. Alternative to Masonry Walls. When existing pavement is less than 5 feet from the street lot
line, an ornamental metal fence with masonry piers may be used in lieu of a masonry wall under option “C” in
table 295-405-3-a.
a-5.
Eye-level Visibility. In order to promote natural surveillance of both parking lots and public
streets, low shrubs, perennials or ornamental grasses shall not be allowed to grow taller than 4 feet, and
portions of fences or walls above 4 feet in height shall be less than 50% opaque. Trees shall be kept to a
minimum height of 6 feet at the lowest branches.
a-6.
Tree Placement. Canopy trees required along streets may be planted at regular or irregular
intervals, but in no case may trees be spaced more than 50 feet apart as measured along the street frontage.
Trees planted adjacent to the parking lot rather than between the parking lot and the street may also be
counted as part of required screening provided they are within 20 feet of the street lot line and within 20 feet of
the parking lot.
a-7.
Public Amenities. Public amenities, such as transit shelters, benches, bicycle racks,
sculptures, fountains and similar features, may be integrated as part of the required screening. Screening
requirements may be reduced as needed to accommodate public amenities.
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Table 295-405-3-a
OPTIONS FOR SCREENING PARKING LOTS AND VEHICLE OPERATING AREAS FROM STREETS
Option A

Option B

Option C

10 ft.

5 ft.

none

Type and minimum
number of plants
required in landscaped
area

4 low shrubs or 8
perennials/ornamental
grasses per 10 linear ft.

4 low shrubs or 8
perennials/ornamental
grasses per 20 linear ft.

none

Minimum number of
canopy trees required

1 canopy tree per
20 linear ft.

1 canopy tree per
20 linear ft.

1 tree per
40 linear ft.

Fence/wall required

none

ornamental metal fence

masonry wall

Minimum fence/wall
height

none

3 ft.

3 ft.

Fence/wall opacity
requirement

Portions above 4 ft. shall
be at least 50% open

Portions above 4 ft. shall
be at least 50% open

Portions below 3 ft. shall
be at least 50% opaque;
portions above 4 ft. shall
be at least 50% open

Minimum width of
landscaped area

b.
Screening of Light Motor Vehicle Parking Lots and Vehicle Operating Areas from Residential
Districts. b-1. Purpose. The purpose of screening light motor vehicle parking lots and vehicle operating
areas from residential districts is to mitigate the visual impact of parking lots in neighborhoods, to reduce glare
from headlights and other sources, and to protect residential properties from the potential negative effects of
excessive light, noise or dust.
b-2.
When Required. Screening is required when a light motor vehicle parking lot or vehicle operating
area is within 20 feet of an adjacent property in a residential zoning district, provided screening is not required:
b-2-a. For a light motor vehicle parking lot or vehicle operating area with less than 5 parking spaces and
less than 2,500 square feet of combined parking and vehicle operating area.
b-2-b. Where a parking lot abuts an alley, another parking lot on an adjacent property, or a shared
access drive.
b-2-c. Where an adjoining building or opaque masonry wall at least 4 feet in height is less than 5 feet
from the interior lot line.
b-3.
Options for Screening from Residential Districts. Screening shall be installed and maintained
between the parking lot or vehicle operating area and the interior lot line by one, or a combination, of the
options described in table 295-405-3-b. Screening requirements vary depending on whether the parking lot
abuts a side yard, rear yard or front yard.
b-4.
Screening from Vacant Parcels. If no building exists on an adjacent property in a residential
zoning district, screening is required unless the commissioner of neighborhood services determines it
unnecessary. Areas adjacent to the minimum front setback required on the vacant parcel shall be screened
as if adjacent to a front yard.
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Adjacent to a Front Yard

Adjacent to a Side or Rear Yard

Table 295-405-3-b
OPTIONS FOR SCREENING LIGHT MOTOR VEHICLE PARKING LOTS AND VEHICLE OPERATING
AREAS FROM RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS
Option A
Option B
Option C
Minimum width of
landscaped area

10 ft.

5 ft.

none

1 evergreen tree or 2
tall shrubs per 5 linear
ft.

1 evergreen tree or 2
tall shrubs per 10 linear
ft.

none

Fence/wall required

none

opaque fence or wall

masonry wall

Fence/wall minimum
height

none

4 ft.

4 ft.

Fence/wall opacity
requirement

none

portions below 4 ft.
shall be 100% opaque

portions below 4 ft.
shall be 100% opaque

Minimum width of
landscaped area

10 ft.

5 ft.

none

2 low shrubs or 4
perennials/ornamental
grasses per 5 linear ft.

2 low shrubs or 4
perennials/ornamental
grasses per 10 linear ft.

none

Fence/wall required

none

ornamental fence or
opaque fence or wall

masonry wall

Fence/wall minimum
height

none

3 ft.

3 ft.

none

portions above 4 ft.
shall be at least 50%
open

portions below 3 ft.
shall be at least 50%
opaque; portions above
4 ft. shall be at least
50% open

Type and minimum
number of plants
required in landscaped
area

Type and minimum
number of plants
required in landscaped
area

Fence/wall opacity
requirement

c.
Parking Lot Landscaping Requirements. c-1. Purpose. The purpose of parking lot landscaping is
to break down the scale of large expanses of pavement, increase the urban tree cover, reduce heat build-up
by providing shade for paved areas, reduce the impact of storm water runoff on the city’s storm sewers, and
improve water quality in streams, rivers and Lake Michigan.
c-2.
Where Required. Parking lot landscaping is required at any site with 5 or more off-street surface
parking spaces.
c-3.
Amount Required. A minimum of one canopy tree and 100 square feet of landscaped area is
required for every 4 parking spaces or fraction thereof, provided:
c-3-a. Parking spaces within structures, designated motorcycle parking spaces and bicycle parking
spaces are not included when determining the minimum amount of landscaping required.
c-3-b. Trees and landscaped areas used to meet the screening requirements of this section shall be
counted toward total parking lot landscaping requirements.
c-4.
Location and Distribution. Trees, landscaped areas and green infrastructure used to meet the
requirements of this section shall be located within 50 feet of the parking lot. No portion of a parking lot or
motor vehicle operating area may be more than 100 feet from an interior or perimeter landscaped area or
more than 150 feet from an interior or perimeter canopy tree. Large parking fields shall be divided into areas
of not more than 50,000 square feet each through the use of landscaped islands, peninsulas or medians.
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c-5.
Landscaped Areas. Landscaped areas shall be planted with low shrubs, perennials or ornamental
grasses. A minimum of 4 low shrubs, or 8 perennials or ornamental grasses, are required per 100 square feet
of landscaped area. Equivalent combinations of plants may be used, with 2 perennials or ornamental grasses
equivalent to one low shrub.
c-6.
Reduction Permitted for Green Infrastructure. The landscaping requirement may be reduced to
not less than one tree and 100 square feet of landscaped area per 8 parking spaces if the following amounts
of green infrastructure features are provided as a substitute for trees and landscaped areas:
c-6-a. Permeable Paving. One hundred square feet of permeable paving may be substituted for one
tree and 100 square feet of landscaped area.
c-6-b. Rain Gardens. One hundred square feet of rain garden with a rain water catchment area of at
least 1,000 square feet may be substituted for one tree and 100 square feet of landscaped area.
c-6-c. Bioswales. Fifty cubic feet (375 gallons) of bio-retention capacity with a rain water catchment area
of at least 1,000 square feet may be substituted for one tree and 100 square feet of landscaped area.
c-7.
Reduction Permitted for Existing Parking Lots. When landscaping requirements are applicable
because of a repaving or reconstruction, a change in use, or a substantial improvement to an existing building,
and compliance with the requirements of this paragraph would result in a loss of more than 10% of total
parking spaces or would result in the number of spaces being reduced to below the minimum number required
by s. 295-403-2, the amount of landscaping required by subd. 3 may be reduced to a minimum of one tree and
100 square feet of landscaped area per 8 parking spaces, and may be further reduced to not less than one
tree and 100 square feet of landscaped area per 16 parking spaces through the use of green infrastructure
features as specified in subd. 6. This provision does not apply to principal use parking lots or when the
maximum number of parking spaces allowed by s. 295-403-2 is exceeded.
4.
LANDSCAPING AND SCREENING REQUIREMENTS FOR HEAVY MOTOR VEHICLE
PARKING LOTS, OUTDOOR VEHICLE STORAGE AREAS AND CONTRACTOR’S YARDS. a. Screening of
Heavy Motor Vehicle Parking Lots, Outdoor Vehicle Storage Areas and Contractor’s Yards from Public
Streets. a-1. Purpose. The purpose of screening heavy motor vehicle parking lots, vehicle storage areas and
contractor’s yards from public streets is to ensure a well-defined and pedestrian-friendly public realm and to
protect the aesthetic quality of the city of Milwaukee. Plantings used for screening may be low-level or eyelevel plantings, or a combination of low-level and eye-level plantings, depending on the amount of natural
surveillance desired.
a-2.
Where Required. Screening is required where a heavy motor vehicle parking lot, outdoor vehicle
storage area, or contractor’s yard is visible from an adjacent public street.
a-3.
Options for Screening from Streets. Screening shall be installed and maintained between the
heavy motor vehicle parking lot, outdoor vehicle storage area or contractor’s yard and the street by one, or a
combination, of the options described in table 295-405-4-a.
a-4.
Reductions Permitted. The minimum width of the landscaped area in table 295-405-4-a may be
reduced by up to 50 percent if either of the following is true:
a-4-a. Screening requirements are applicable because of a repaving or reconstruction, a change in use,
or a substantial improvement to an existing building.
a-4-b. The heavy motor vehicle parking lot, outdoor storage area or contractors yard has an area of less
than 15,000 square feet.
a-5.
Tree Placement. Canopy trees required along streets may be planted at regular or irregular
intervals, but in no case may trees be spaced more than 50 feet apart as measured along the street frontage.
a-6.
Light Motor Vehicle Sales Facility. Where screening along a street is required for a light motor
vehicle display area associated with a light motor vehicle sales facility, it shall be provided in the same manner
as for a light motor vehicle parking lot as described in sub. 3-a, except that the number of plants required may
be reduced by 50%.
a-7.
Heavy Motor Vehicle Sales Facility. Where screening along a street is required for a heavy motor
vehicle display area associated with a heavy motor vehicle sales facility, it shall be provided in the same
manner as for a heavy motor vehicle parking lot as described in table 295-405-4-a, except that the number of
plants required may be reduced by 50%.
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Table 295-405-4-a
OPTIONS FOR SCREENING HEAVY MOTOR VEHICLE PARKING LOTS, OUTDOOR VEHICLE
STORAGE AREAS AND CONTRACTOR’S YARDS FROM STREETS
Option A
Option B
Option C
Minimum width of
landscaped area

20 ft.

10 ft.

5 ft.

Type and minimum number
of plants required in
landscaped area

1 evergreen tree
or 2 shrubs or 4
perennials/ornamental
grasses per 5 linear ft.

1 evergreen tree
or 2 shrubs or 4
perennials/ornamental
grasses per 10 linear ft.

none

Minimum number of canopy
trees required

1 canopy tree per
20 linear ft.

1 canopy tree per
20 linear ft.

1 canopy tree per
40 linear ft.

Fence/wall required

none

ornamental metal fence

masonry wall

Fence/wall minimum height

none

4 ft.

4 ft.

Fence/wall opacity
requirement

none

none

portions below 4
ft. shall be at least
50% opaque

b.
Screening of Heavy Motor Vehicle Parking Lots, Outdoor Vehicle Storage Areas and Contractor’s
Yards from Non-Industrial Districts. b-1. Purpose. The purpose of screening heavy motor vehicle parking
lots, outdoor vehicle storage areas and contractor’s yards from non-industrial districts is to mitigate the visual
impact of such uses on neighborhoods and to protect non-industrial properties from the potential negative
effects of excessive light, noise or dust.
b-2.
Where Required. Screening is required where a heavy motor vehicle parking lot, outdoor vehicle
storage area or contractor’s yard is visible from an adjacent property in a non-industrial zoning district. This
includes a property directly across an alley. However, screening is not required where an adjoining building or
opaque masonry wall at least 6 feet in height is less than 5 feet from the common property line.
b-3.
Options for Screening from Non-Industrial Districts. Screening shall be installed and maintained
between the heavy motor vehicle parking lot, outdoor vehicle storage area or contractor’s yard and the interior
lot line by one, or a combination, of the options described in table 295-405-4-b.
b-4.
Reductions Permitted. The minimum width of the landscaped area in table 295-405-4-b may be
reduced by up to 50 percent if either of the following is true:
b-4-a. Screening requirements are applicable because of a repaving or reconstruction, a change in use,
or a substantial improvement to an existing building.
b-4-b. The heavy motor vehicle parking lot, outdoor storage area or contractor’s yard has an area of
less than 15,000 square feet.
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Table 295-405-4-b
OPTIONS FOR SCREENING HEAVY MOTOR VEHICLE PARKING LOTS, OUTDOOR VEHICLE
STORAGE AREAS AND CONTRACTOR’S YARDS FROM NON-INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS
Option A
Option B
Option C
Minimum width of
landscaped area

20 ft.

10 ft.

5 ft.

1 evergreen tree or 2
tall shrubs per 5
linear ft.

1 evergreen tree or 2
tall shrubs per 10 linear
ft.

None

Fence/wall required

none

opaque fence or wall

masonry wall

Fence/wall minimum
height

none

6 ft.

6 ft.

Fence/wall opacity
requirement

none

portions below 6 ft.
shall be 100% opaque

portions below 6 ft. shall
be 100% opaque

Type and minimum
number of plants
required in landscaped
area

5.
LANDSCAPING AND SCREENING REQUIREMENTS FOR OUTDOOR STORAGE FACILITIES,
OUTDOOR SALVAGE OPERATIONS AND OTHER OUTDOOR OPERATIONAL AREAS RELATED TO
STORAGE, RECYCLING OR WHOLESALE TRADE USES, TRANSPORTATION USES OR INDUSTRIAL
USES. a. Screening of Outdoor Storage Facilities, Outdoor Salvage Operations and Outdoor Operational
Areas from Public Streets. a-1. Purpose. The purpose of screening outdoor storage facilities, outdoor
salvage operations and outdoor operational areas from public streets is to ensure a well-defined and
pedestrian-friendly public realm and to protect the aesthetic quality of the city of Milwaukee.
a-2.
Where Required. Screening is required when an outdoor storage facility, outdoor salvage
operation, or other outdoor operational area related to a storage, recycling or wholesale trade use,
transportation use or industrial use is visible from an adjacent public street.
a-3.
Options for Screening from Streets. Screening shall be installed and maintained between the
outdoor storage facility, outdoor salvage operation or outdoor operational area and the street by one, or a
combination, of the options described in table 295-405-5-a.
a-4.
Tree Placement. Canopy trees required along streets may be planted at regular or irregular
intervals, but in no case may trees be spaced more than 50 feet apart as measured along the street frontage.
Table 295-405-5-a
OPTIONS FOR SCREENING OUTDOOR STORAGE FACILITIES, OUTDOOR SALVAGE
OPERATIONS AND OUTDOOR OPERATIONAL AREAS FROM STREETS
Option A
Option B
Option C
Minimum width of
20 ft.
10 ft.
5 ft.
landscaped area
1 evergreen tree or 2
tall shrubs per 5 linear
ft.

1 evergreen tree or
2 tall shrubs per 10
linear ft.

None

1 canopy tree per
20 linear ft.

1 canopy tree per
20 linear ft.

1 canopy tree per
40 linear ft.

Fence/wall required

none

opaque fence or wall

masonry wall

Fence/wall minimum
height

none

6 ft.

6 ft.

Fence/wall opacity
requirement

none

portions below 6 ft.
shall be 100%
opaque

portions below 6 ft.
shall be 100%
opaque

Type and minimum
number of plants required
in landscaped area
Minimum number of
canopy trees required
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b.
Screening of Outdoor Storage Facilities, Outdoor Salvage Operations and Outdoor Operational
Areas from Non-Industrial Districts. b-1. Purpose. The purpose of screening outdoor storage facilities,
outdoor salvage operations and outdoor operational areas from non-industrial districts is to mitigate the visual
impact of such uses on neighborhoods and to protect residential properties from the potential negative effects
of excessive light, noise or dust.
b-2.
Where Required. Screening is required when an outdoor storage facility, outdoor salvage
operation, or other outdoor operational area related to a storage, recycling or wholesale trade use,
transportation use or industrial use is visible from an adjacent property in a non-industrial zoning district. This
includes a property directly across an alley.
b-3.
Options for Screening from Non-Industrial Districts. Screening shall be installed and maintained
between the outdoor storage facility, outdoor salvage operation or outdoor operational area and the interior lot
line by one, or a combination, of the options described in table 295-405-5-b.
Table 295-405-5-b
OPTIONS FOR SCREENING OUTDOOR STORAGE FACILITIES, OUTDOOR SALVAGE
OPERATIONS AND OUTDOOR OPERATIONAL AREAS FROM NON-INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS
Option A
Option B
Option C
Minimum width of
landscaped area

20 ft.

10 ft.

none

1 evergreen tree or
2 tall shrubs per 5
linear ft.

1 evergreen tree or
2 tall shrubs per 10
linear ft.

none

Fence/wall required

none

opaque fence or wall

masonry wall

Fence/wall minimum height

none

6 ft.

6 ft.

Fence/wall opacity
requirement

none

portions below 6 ft.
shall be 100%
opaque

portions below 6 ft.
shall be 100%
opaque

Type and minimum number
of plants required in
landscaped area

6.
SCREENING REQUIREMENTS FOR UTILITARIAN SITE FEATURES AND EQUIPMENT. a.
Screening of Mechanical Equipment, Trash and Recycling Collection Equipment and Dumpster Storage
Areas. a-1. Purpose. The purpose of screening mechanical equipment, trash and recycling collection
equipment and dumpster storage areas is to mitigate the visual impact of such site features on neighborhoods
and to protect the aesthetic quality of the city of Milwaukee.
a-2.
Where Required. Screening is required when mechanical equipment, trash or recycling collection
equipment or a dumpster storage area is visible from an adjacent public street or an adjacent property in a
non-industrial zoning district, including a property directly across an alley, except that screening is not required
for:
a-2-a. Mechanical equipment or a dumpster storage area at a wholly residential property with 4 units or
less.
a-2-b. Mechanical equipment or a dumpster storage area incorporated into the structure it serves.
a-2-c. A dumpster storage area for a building constructed before October 1, 2002.
a-2-d. Screening of mechanical equipment if that screening is waived by the commissioner of
neighborhood services in whole or in part because the equipment is integrated with or used to display public
art.
a-3.
Options for Screening. Screening shall be installed and maintained between the mechanical
equipment, trash and recycling collection equipment, or dumpster storage area and the area of visibility by
one, or a combination, of the options described in table 295-405-6-a.
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TABLE 295-405-6-a
OPTIONS FOR SCREENING MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT, TRASH AND RECYCLING
COLLECTION EQUIPMENT AND DUMPSTER STORAGE AREAS FROM STREETS AND NONINDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS
Option A
Option B
Option C
Minimum width of
landscaped area

10 ft.

5 ft.

none

1 evergreen tree
or 2 tall shrubs
per 5 linear ft.

1 evergreen tree
or 2 tall shrubs per
10 linear ft.

none

Fence/wall required

none

opaque fence or wall

masonry wall

Fence/wall minimum
height

none

4 ft.

4 ft.

Fence/wall opacity
requirement

none

portions below 4 ft.
shall be 100%
opaque

portions below 4 ft.
shall be 100%
opaque

Type and minimum
number of plants required
in landscaped area

b.
Screening of Loading Docks and Truck Berths. b-1. Purpose. The purpose of screening loading
docks and truck berths is to mitigate the visual impact of such site features on neighborhoods and to protect
the aesthetic quality of the city of Milwaukee.
b-2.
Where Required. Screening is required where berths for more than 2 truck bays are visible from
an adjacent public street or an adjacent property in a non-industrial zoning district. This includes a property
directly across an alley.
b-3.
Options for Screening. Screening shall be installed and maintained between the loading docks or
truck berths and the area of visibility by one, or a combination, of the options described in table 295-405-6-b.
TABLE 295-405-6-b
OPTIONS FOR SCREENING LOADING DOCKS AND TRUCK BERTHS FROM STREETS AND
NON-INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS
Option A
Option B
Option C
Minimum width of
landscaped area

10 ft.

5 ft.

none

1 evergreen tree
or 2 tall shrubs
per 5 linear ft.

1 evergreen tree
or 2 tall shrubs
per 10 linear ft.

none

Fence/wall required

none

opaque fence or
wall

masonry wall

Fence/wall minimum height

none

6 ft.

6 ft.

Fence wall opacity
requirement

none

portions below 6 ft.
shall be 100%
opaque

portions below 6 ft.
shall be 100%
opaque

Type and minimum number
of plants required in
landscaped area
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c.
Screening of Outdoor Substation/Distribution Equipment. c-1. Purpose. The purpose of screening
outdoor substation/distribution equipment is to mitigate the visual impact of such site features on neighborhoods
and to protect the aesthetic quality of the city of Milwaukee.
c-2.
Where Required. Screening is required where outdoor substation/distribution equipment or
associated structures are visible from a public street or an adjacent property in a non-industrial zoning district.
This includes a property directly across an alley.
c-3.
Options for Screening.
Screening shall be installed and maintained between the
substation/distribution equipment and all associated structures and the area of visibility by one, or a combination,
of the options described in table 295-405-6-c.
TABLE 295-405-6-c
OPTIONS FOR SCREENING OUTDOOR SUBSTATION/DISTRIBUTION EQUIPMENT FROM
STREETS AND NON-INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS
Option A
Option B
Option C
Minimum width of
landscaped area

20 ft.

10 ft.

none

1 evergreen tree
or 2 tall shrubs
per 5 linear ft.

1 evergreen tree
or 2 tall shrubs
per 10 linear ft.

none

Fence/wall required

none

opaque fence or
wall

masonry wall; shall
be set back at least 5
ft. from any street
property line

Fence/wall minimum
height

none

6 ft.

6 ft.

Fence/wall opacity
requirement

none

portions below 6 ft.
shall be 100%
opaque

portions below 6 ft.
shall be 100%
opaque

Type and minimum
number of plants required
in landscaped area

7.
ADAPTATIONS FROM FORMER LANDSCAPING CODE. a. Landscaping Types. Any
development agreement, board of zoning appeals condition, overlay zone, planned development district, policy
statement, planning document, or other relevant document which refers to a landscaping type or types formerly
described in this section shall have the following meaning:
a-1.
Type “A” landscaping means 2 staggered rows of shrubs with plants spaced a maximum of 4 feet on
center in each row in a planting area at least 5 feet in width and a minimum of one canopy tree every 25 feet.
a-2.
Type “B” landscaping means 2 staggered rows of shrubs with plants spaced a maximum of 4 feet on
center in each row in a planting area at least 5 feet in width, an ornamental metal fence or masonry wall at least 3
feet in height, and a minimum of one canopy tree every 25 feet.
a-3.
Type “C” landscaping means a 3-foot-tall ornamental fence atop a 3-foot-tall masonry wall, to
establish a 6-foot combination masonry wall/ornamental metal fence, and a minimum of one canopy tree every 25
feet.
a-4.
Type “D” landscaping means one row of shrubs with plants spaced a maximum of 3 feet on center for
light motor vehicle display areas, or 2 staggered rows of shrubs with plants spaced a maximum of 4 feet on
center in each row for heavy motor vehicle display, in a planting area not less than 5 feet in width, and a minimum
of one canopy tree every 25 feet. If located in an LB2 or LB3 district, an ornamental metal fence or masonry wall
at least 3 feet in height is also required.
a-5.
Type “E” landscaping means one row of 6-foot-tall shrubs with plants spaced a maximum of 3 feet on
center in a landscape area at least 15 feet in width, a 6-foot-tall opaque fence, and a minimum of one canopy tree
every 25 feet. If a chain link fence is present, 2 staggered rows of 6-foot-tall shrubs with plants spaced a
maximum of 4 feet on center in each row are required.
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a-6.
Type “F” landscaping means one row of 6-foot-tall shrubs with plants spaced a maximum of 3 feet on
center in a landscape area at least 5 feet in width, a 6-foot-tall opaque fence, and a minimum of one canopy tree
every 25 feet. If a chain link fence is present, 2 staggered rows of 6-foot-tall shrubs with plants spaced a
maximum of 4 feet on center in each row are required and the width of the landscaped area shall be increased to
15 feet.
a-7.
Type “G” landscaping means 2 staggered rows of 6-foot-tall shrubs with plants spaced a maximum of
4 feet on center in each row, or one row of 6-foot-tall shrubs with plants spaced a maximum of 3 feet on center
and an opaque fence or wall one foot taller than the object being screened. If a chain link fence is present, the
landscaped area shall be at least 15 feet in width. If a loading dock is present, trees are also required.
a-8.
Type “H” landscaping means one row of 6-foot-tall shrubs spaced a maximum of 8 feet on center, a
6-foot-tall opaque fence or wall, and one canopy tree every 25 feet. The fence or wall shall be reduced to 3.5 feet
where adjacent to a residential front yard. When a parking lot or structure provides parking for single-family or 2family dwellings, educational uses or community serving uses, shrubs and trees are not required.
a-9.
Type “I” landscaping means one row of 6-foot-tall shrubs with plants spaced a maximum of 4 feet on
center in a landscaped area at least 10 feet in width, a 6-foot-tall ornamental metal fence or masonry wall, and a
minimum of one tree every 25 feet. If a masonry wall is provided, shrubs are not required.
295-407. Signs. 1. PURPOSE. The sign regulations in this section apply to signs on private property. The
specific purposes of these regulations are to:
a.
Provide each sign user an opportunity for effective identification by applying uniform standards to
entire zoning districts.
b.
Ensure that all signs are architecturally compatible and are in scale with building design.
c.
Maintain and enhance the quality of the city's appearance.
d.
Enable consumers to identify establishments offering goods and services to meet their needs.
e.
Regulate the number and size of signs according to standards consistent with the types of
establishments in each zoning district.
f.
Protect residential districts adjoining non-residential districts from adverse impacts of excessive
signs.
g.
Regulate signs attached to structures and extending into the public right-of-way.
2.
ON-PREMISE SIGNS. a. General. a-1. Sign Construction. All signs shall meet the design and
construction specifications of ch. 244.
a-2.
Maximum Sign Area. The maximum sign area shall be as specified in the regulations for the
applicable zoning district, unless additional sign area is authorized by a master sign program approved pursuant
to s. 295-1017.
a-3.
Number. See regulations for the applicable zoning district.
a-4.
Measurement of Display Area. The display area of a sign shall be measured in accordance with s.
295-205-5.
a-5.
Illumination. The light source for an illuminated sign shall be screened and shielded so that it is not
visible from a residential district or beyond the curb line.
b.
Sign Types. For the purpose of distinguishing different sign types and, thus, different size
limitations, the following standards are set forth:
b-1.
Freestanding Signs. b-1-a. Type A Freestanding Signs. A type A freestanding sign is characterized
by a continuous sign base that extends from grade to the display area and is at least 75% as wide as the display
area of the sign. Only individual letters or symbols may be internally illuminated. This type of sign includes, but is
not limited to: letters or symbols cut from an opaque panel such as metal; pin-set letters where individual letters
may be back-lit, carved entablature-type signs and other general individual-letter, non-illuminated signs. Signs of
this type are commonly referred to as “monument signs.”
b-1-b. Type B Freestanding Signs. A type B freestanding sign is one with a display area that has a
background that is designed as an integral part of the sign. This type of sign is typically a plastic-panel-faced box
sign. Other types of freestanding signs which do not have the characteristics of a type A sign are included in this
category. This type may be mounted on one or multiple poles, or may have a monument-type bases.
b-1-c. Location. No freestanding sign may project over a property line.
b-2.
Wall Signs. b-2-a. Type A Wall Signs. A type A wall sign is one with a display area that does not
have a background that is designed as an integral part of the sign. Only individual letters or symbols may be
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internally illuminated. This type of sign includes, but is not limited to: individual raised letters attached to the wall;
letters or symbols cut from an opaque panel such as metal; pin-set letters where individual letters are back-lit;
non-illuminated pin-set letters; carved entablature-type signs; other general individual-letter, non-illuminated
signs. Such wall signs shall be attached only to flat, opaque wall surfaces.
b-2-b. Type B Wall Signs. A type B wall sign is one with a display area that has a background that is
designed as a integral part of the sign. This type of sign is typically a plastic-panel-faced box sign. A permanent
banner sign with a display area that is parallel to the building façade is also included in this category. Other types
of wall signs which do not have the characteristics of a type A sign, including but not limited to board signs and
painted-on wall signs, are included in this category. Such wall signs shall be attached only to flat, opaque wall
surfaces.
b-2-c. Standard for Wall Signs. No wall sign shall be erected or maintained to extend more than one-half
of its height above the top of the exterior wall to which it is attached.
b-2-d. Exemption from Display Area Limitation. A professional nameplate, street address sign, historical
tablet or marker, or sign indicating membership in a civic, business or professional organization shall not be
included when calculating the total display area of wall signage provided the aggregate display area of all such
signs does not exceed 6 square feet. If the aggregate display area of all signs of these types exceeds 6 square
feet, only the portion of the display area in excess of 6 square feet shall be included in the calculation of the total
display area of signs on the premises.
b-3.
Awning Signs. b-3-a. Type A Awning Signs. A type A awning sign is one with letters or symbols
applied to or integral with an opaque, non-translucent material covering an awning structure. Such sign may be
illuminated from a general building lighting source above the awning.
b-3-b. Type B Awning Signs. A type B awning sign is one with letters or symbols applied to or integral with
a translucent material covering an awning-like structure. Such sign may be internally illuminated.
b-3-c. Awnings Projecting Beyond Street Lines. Any awning which projects beyond a street line shall
comply with the applicable regulations of ss. 245-6, 245-6.5 or 245-7.
b-4.
Projecting Signs. b-4-a. Type A Projecting Signs. A type A projecting sign is one with a display
area that does not have a background that is designed as an integral part of the sign, except that a nonilluminated wood or metal board-type sign or a permanent banner sign shall be considered a type A projecting
sign. Only individual letters or symbols may be internally illuminated. This type of sign includes, but is not limited
to: letters or symbols cut from an opaque panel such as metal; pin-set letters where individual letters are back lit;
non-illuminated pin-set letters. If individual letters are used on the sign, they shall be applied to or affixed to a
projecting board or to a cabinet not more than 12 inches thick in order for the sign to be considered within the
type A category.
b-4-b. Type B Projecting Signs. A type B projecting sign is one with a display area that has an illuminated
overall background. This type of sign is typically a plastic-panel-faced box sign. Other types of projecting signs
which do not have the characteristics of a type A sign are included in this category.
b-4-c. Maximum Projection. A projecting sign shall not project more than 4 feet from the building face to
which it is attached.
b-4-d. Minimum Clearance. A minimum clearance of 10 feet between grade and the bottom of the sign
shall be provided, except in the historic third ward (the area designated by common council resolution 870501),
where the minimum clearance shall be 8.5 feet.
b-4-e. Projection into Right-of-Way. All projecting signs shall comply with the applicable provisions of s.
244-10.
b-5.
Canopy and Hood Signs. b-5-a. Type A Canopy and Hood Signs. A type A canopy or hood sign is
characterized by individual letters or symbols which may be internally illuminated. It may also include a sign panel
which is integral to the hood or canopy structure, except that the illuminated letters and symbols are cut from an
opaque panel. In order for a canopy or hood sign consisting of individual letters affixed to a cabinet to be
considered a type A sign, the cabinet shall be not more than 12 inches thick.
b-5-b. Type B Canopy and Hood Signs. A type B canopy or hood sign is one with a display area that has
an internally illuminated overall background. This type of sign is typically a plastic-panel-faced box sign which is
hung from or mounted on top of a canopy or hood. It may also include a sign panel which is integral to the
structure, but is faced with plastic that has a translucent background.
b-5-c. Canopies and Hoods Projecting Beyond Street Lines. Any canopy or hood sign which projects
beyond a street line shall comply with the applicable regulations of ss. 245-7or 245-10.
b-6.
Roof Signs. b-6-a. Type A Roof Signs. A type A roof sign is characterized by individual letters or
symbols which may be internally illuminated and shall be attached to a framework that is as invisible as possible
and does not create a background that could become an integral part of the sign.
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b-6-b. Type B Roof Signs. A type B roof sign is one with a display area that has a background that is
designed as an integral part of the sign. This type of sign is typically a plastic-panel-faced box sign. It may also
include a sign panel which is integral to the structure, but creates a background that becomes an integral part of
the sign.
b-7.
Permanent Window Signs. b-7-a. General Regulations. A permanent window sign is characterized
by individual letters or symbols painted or placed on the glazed portion of a window such that window
transparency of at least 75% is maintained. A neon sign, board-type sign or plastic-faced box sign placed in a
window shall also constitute a permanent window sign. Not more than 25% of the glazed area of a window may
be covered by permanent window signs. The display area of a permanent window sign shall be calculated in
accordance with s. 295-205-5. In no case shall permanent window signs reduce the area of required glazing
below the amount required by s. 295-605-2.
b-7-b. Opaque Backgrounds. Not more than 25% of the glazed portion of a window may be opaquely
painted for the purpose of creating a sign or sign background. In no case shall such painting reduce the area of
required glazing below the amount required by s. 295-605-2.
b-7-c. Permanent Window Signage in Excess of 25% of Window Area. Permanent window signs or
opaque window painting may exceed 25% of the area of a window provided the area of such signs or painting is
included in the calculation and regulation of wall signage on the premises.
b-7-d. Exemption from Display Area Limitation. Informational signs placed in windows, including but not
limited to signs pertaining to hours of operation, the “OPEN” or “CLOSED” status of the establishment, credit
cards honored or membership in civic, business or professional organizations, shall not be included when
calculating the display area of permanent window signs provided the aggregate display area of all such signs
does not exceed 6 square feet. If the aggregate display area of all signs of these types exceeds 6 square feet,
only the portion of the display area in excess of 6 square feet shall be included in the calculation of the total
display area of signs on the premises.
b-8.
Temporary Window Signs. A temporary window sign is characterized by advertising on paper,
cardboard or other flexible material placed inside the glazed portion of a window, said advertising typically, but not
always, referring to a sale, promotion or other event that is temporary in nature. Temporary window signs shall
meet the following standards:
b-8-a. The aggregate area of all temporary window signs in a window shall not exceed 25% of the area of
the glazed portion of the window. This temporary window signage is in addition to any conforming permanent
window signage in the same window.
b-8-b. Temporary window signs shall be located on the inside of a window, facing out.
b-8-c. Temporary window signs shall be displayed for not more than 30 days in one calendar year.
b-8-d. Temporary window signs installed prior to October 1, 2002 shall be removed within 30 days.
3.
SPECIAL SIGN TYPES. a. Temporary Banner Signs; General. Temporary banner signs are
prohibited, except the following or signs permitted under par. b, which shall be permitted provided such signs are
attached or supported in accordance with the applicable provisions of s. 244-5:
a-1.
Temporary banner signs for construction projects, provided such signs meet the size limitations for
the zoning districts in which they are located. Such signs may be placed on construction fences if the site is
vacant.
a-2.
Temporary banner signs for grand openings. Such signs shall not be displayed for more than 60
days.
a-3.
Temporary banner signs advertising special events, such as but not limited to anniversary
celebrations, but not including sales promotions. Not more than 2 signs of this type may be erected on a
premises in one calendar year, and the cumulative display period for such signs shall not exceed 60 days. A
convention and exposition center shall be exempt from the time and number limitations of this subdivision for
banners advertising events at the facility.
b.
Temporary Banner Signs; Large Buildings. Whenever an existing or proposed building is 4 stories
or greater in height and has at least 50,000 square feet of gross floor area, the number and display area of
temporary banner signs may exceed the limitations of par. a and the sign limitations for the zoning district in
which the building is located if the following standards are met:
b-1.
The purpose of the temporary banner signs is to do either or both of the following:
b-1-a. Advertise the conversion of the building into condominium form of ownership.
b-1-b. Market a new or fully-renovated building for sale or lease.
b-2.
All temporary banner signs meet the following design standards:
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b-2-a. Signs permitted pursuant to this paragraph shall be rigid, board-type signs or signs made of fabric or
other flexible material that are rigidly affixed to the building at all corners of each sign.
b-2-b. The display area of temporary banner signs for each building façade shall not exceed one percent of
the gross area of the building facade. Signs may be mounted on a maximum of 2 building faces.
b-2-c. If the site on which the building is located contains more than one principal building, each principal
building may have temporary banner signs as permitted in this paragraph.
b-2-d. On a site of 2 acres or less, the maximum display area of a temporary freestanding banner sign
shall be 48 square feet. On a site larger than 2 acres, the maximum display area of a temporary freestanding
banner sign shall be 96 square feet. The maximum height of all temporary freestanding banner signs shall be 14
feet. Only one temporary freestanding banner sign shall be permitted on each site. This sign shall be in addition
to temporary wall banner signs permitted under this paragraph.
b-2-e. No sign permitted pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph may face an existing building on an
adjacent lot or across a public right-of-way if the sign is within 50 feet of that building.
b-3.
Temporary banner signs shall not cover windows or doors, be hung on or adjacent to fire escapes or
be hung over other facilities or equipment deemed necessary for the safety of the building.
b-4.
All temporary banner signs shall be removed within 6 months of the date the permit for the signs
was issued.
b-5.
All temporary banner signs shall be maintained in good condition. Weathered or torn signs shall be
removed or replaced.
b-6.
Temporary banner signs shall be in compliance with any additional overlay district regulations,
renewal district regulations or other applications that also apply to the site.
c.
Automatic Changeable Message Signs. Automatic changeable message signs shall be permitted
according to the provisions of sub. 4 and sub. 7-d.
d.
Menu Boards. Menu boards for fast-food/carry-out restaurants shall be permitted provided they
have a maximum display area of 30 square feet or as approved by the board as part of the plan of operation for a
special use. The maximum height of menu boards shall be 6 feet. The display area of menu boards shall be
excluded when calculating the total display area of signs on a premises.
e.
Entrance/Exit Signs. Entrance and exit signs shall be permitted provided the display area of such
signs does not exceed 6 square feet and a business name or advertising does not occupy more than one-third of
the display area. Such signs shall be excluded when calculating the total display area of signs on a premises. If
an entrance or exit sign exceeds 6 square feet in area, or if a business name or advertising occupies more than
one-third of the display area, the portion of the sign in excess of 6 square feet or the portion containing a business
name or advertising, respectively, shall be included in the calculation of total display area of signs on the
premises.
4.
AUTOMATIC CHANGEABLE MESSAGE SIGNS. For purposes of this subsection, an automatic
changeable message sign is a type B on-premise or off-premise advertising sign, display or device that changes
the message copy on the sign by means of light emitting diodes (LED's), fiber optics, light bulbs or other
illumination devices within the display area, and includes tri-vision signs and mechanically-operated signs. In
addition to the provisions for on-premise and off-premise signs, as provided in subs. 2 and 7, automatic
changeable message signs shall conform to the provisions included in this subsection.
a.
The display area of automatic changeable message signs shall be included in the calculation of the
total display area of the applicable sign type.
b.
No signs containing flashing, intermittent or moving sections or intermittent or flashing lights, except
for intermittent display of time and temperature, shall be permitted.
c.
In addition to the provisions of pars. a and b, off-premise electronic and tri-vision automatic
changeable message signs shall conform to the following conditions:
c-1.
The display area of off-premise signs, other than time and temperature displays, and each portion
thereof may be changed not more frequently than once every 8 seconds.
c-2.
No off-premise electronic automatic changeable message sign shall be located within 400 feet of
any residential district from which the sign face is visible. The distance shall be calculated as the shortest
measurable distance between the nearest point of the sign to the edge of the residential zoning district, in a
straight line and without regard to intervening structures.
c-3.
The minimum distance between any 2 off-premise electronic or tri-vision automatic changeable
message signs which are visible to drivers facing the same direction shall be 1,000 feet. The distance shall be
calculated as the shortest measurable distance between the nearest point of the sign to the edge of another sign,
in a straight line and without regard to intervening structures.
c-4.
Audio speakers and all forms of pyrotechnics are prohibited.
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c-5-a. Nuisance light on residential properties shall be prohibited pursuant to s. 80-19. Spill light shall be
considered a nuisance when measurement in the nearest habitable area of the residential property at the location
where the alleged nuisance occurs reveals that such light produces 0.2 foot candles or more measured
perpendicular to the ground at approximately 4 feet from the ground or floor surface at which the measurement is
taken. For purposes of this paragraph, spill light shall mean any artificial light flowing onto an adjacent residential
property.
c-5-b. A permit holder may appeal the commissioner of neighborhood services’ order to abate a nuisance
order issued pursuant to s. 80-8 by submitting an appeal to the administrative review appeals board as provided
by s. 320-11 no later than 30 days after the order is imposed.
c-6.
The commissioner of neighborhood services may enforce a light standard of 5,000 NITs (candelas
per square meter) during daylight hours, and 500 NITs (candelas per square meter) between dusk to dawn.
c-7.
If the commissioner of public works finds that an off-premise electronic automatic changeable
message sign is causing interference with traffic signals or controls, creates a confusing or dominating
background which might reduce the clarity or effectiveness of a traffic control device, or otherwise obstructs a
motorist’s line of sight with traffic signals or controls, the commissioner shall order the sign be turned off, and the
commissioner shall meet with the permit holder within 48 hours to determine action to rectify the operation of the
sign so as to mitigate the interference. The permit holder may appeal the commissioner’s order by submitting an
appeal to the administrative review appeals board as provided by s. 320-11 no later than 30 days after the order
is imposed.
c-8.
The continuing operation of a malfunctioning sign that causes a glare shall be considered an acute
traffic hazard. The commissioner of public works shall order the sign be turned off and the commissioner shall
meet with the permit holder within 48 hours to determine action to rectify the operation of the sign so as to
mitigate the hazard.
d.
In addition to the provisions of pars. a and b, on-premise electronic and tri-vision automatic
changeable message signs shall conform to the following conditions:
d-1.
The illuminated message displayed on an automatic changeable message sign facing the property
line of a residence in a planned development district or of a residence in a residential district other than R01 or
R02 shall not be located within 35 feet of the property line. An automatic changeable message sign shall be
considered facing a property line if the face of the sign is not more than 30 degrees from perpendicular to the
property line. A changeable message sign located on the premises of an elementary or secondary school, college
and religious assembly shall be exempt from the 35-foot setback provision, but is subject to all other provisions of
this section.
d-2.
The vertical geometric plane of a sign’s illuminated face shall be not more than 30 degrees from
perpendicular to the property line of the nearest neighboring property zoned residential.
d-3.
Daytime sign light output from 30 minutes before sunrise to 30 minutes after sundown shall be
limited to 465 lumens. Nighttime sign light output from 30 minutes after sundown to 30 minutes before sunrise
shall be limited to 28 lumens.
d-4.
Any sign creating spill light or glare, as defined in s. 80-19, shall be declared a nuisance as provided
in s. 80-19.
d-5.
No sign shall interfere in any way with the clear visibility of any traffic control signal.
d-6.
Every sign shall be equipped with an automatic dimmer/shut-off mechanism to automatically dim
illumination or shut the sign off if illumination limits are exceeded. Every sign shall also be equipped with a
mechanism to freeze the display, display a static image or shut off the sign in case of display malfunction.
5.
MAINTENANCE, ABANDONMENT AND REMOVAL. See ss. 244-3, 275-32 and 275-34 for
regulations relating to the maintenance, abandonment and removal of signs.
6.
PERMITS REQUIRED. See s. 244-2 for information on sign permit requirements.
7.
OFF-PREMISE SIGNS. a. Applicability. The standards and regulations of this subsection shall
apply to all off-premise signs. Where the standards in this section conflict with those found elsewhere in this code,
the most restrictive standards shall apply.
b.
Standards. b-1. General. See the regulations for the applicable zoning district for standards
relating to the number, location and size of off-premise signs.
b-2.
Combustible Signs. No portion of a combustible off-premise wall sign may be located above the sill
nd
of a 2 story window or more than 30 feet above grade, whichever is lower.
b-3.
Minimum Distance Between Signs. The minimum distance between any 2 off-premise freestanding
or roof signs shall be 500 feet. The minimum distance between an off-premise freestanding or roof sign and an
off-premise wall sign shall be 200 feet. The minimum distance between any 2 off-premise wall signs shall be 200
feet. The minimum distance requirement does not apply in the following situations:
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b-3-a. Where off-premise signs are wall or roof signs located on opposite sides of a street from which they
are intended to be viewed.
b-3-b. Where off-premise signs are separated by buildings or other permanent structures in such a way
that the display area of only one off-premise sign is visible from a street at one time.
b-4.
Distance Measurement. The distance between signs shall be measured in a straight line, without
regard to intervening structures, between the nearest components of the 2 signs in question.
b-5.
Maximum Height. b-5-a. The maximum height of off-premise freestanding signs shall be 40 feet
above grade, except in a local business, commercial service, residential and specialty use or neighborhood retail
district, where the maximum height shall be 35 feet unless a sign is located within 50 feet of a building having a
height of 35 feet or more.
b-5-b. An off-premise freestanding sign may be located and maintained along a public viaduct or bridge to
a height of not more than 50 feet above the roadway of such viaduct or bridge, provided that the sign is set back
from the viaduct, bridge or adjoining building a distance equal to or greater than the height of the sign above the
roadway.
b-6.
Height Measurement. The height of any off-premise freestanding sign is the vertical dimension of
the sign measured from the grade of the roadway to which the sign is oriented to the highest point of the sign.
However, where a structure bridges the roadway to which an off-premise freestanding sign is oriented and where
the structure is within 100 feet of the sign, the height of the sign may be measured from the grade of the bridge
structure at the point closest to the sign.
b-7.
Minimum Required Setbacks. b-7-a. Wall Signs. Off-premise wall signs located on front walls of
buildings shall be set back a minimum of 5 feet from building corners. Off-premise wall signs located on side or
rear walls of buildings shall be set back from building corners a minimum distance equal to 10% of the sign’s
width or 3 feet, whichever is less, but not less than one foot.
b-7-b. Freestanding Signs. For off-premise freestanding signs, the minimum required setback from any
street lot line shall be 30 feet or a distance equal to the height of the sign, whichever is greater. No portion of any
off-premise freestanding sign may extend into the public right-of-way or project over any public or private access
drive.
b-7-c. Roof Signs. Off-premise roof signs shall be set back 5 feet from any exterior wall facing a public
street and 2.5 feet from any other exterior wall.
b-8.
Required Residential Buffers. No portion of any off-premise sign may extend into any of the
following required residential buffers:
b-8-a. 60 lineal feet from a rear lot line abutting any residential district.
b-8-b. 50 lineal feet from a side lot line abutting any residential district for an off-premise sign having a
display area up to 300 square feet.
b-8-c. 75 lineal feet from a side lot line abutting any residential district for an off-premise sign having a
display area in excess of 300 square feet.
b-9.
Signs Near Public Right-of-Way. Any component of an off-premise sign located within 3 feet of the
public right-of-way shall be at least 10 feet above grade.
b-10. Lighting Reflectors. Lighting reflectors may extend 12 feet beyond the face of an off-premise sign
but may not extend into any required setback or buffer areas.
c.
Signs Adjacent to Freeways and Parkways. Off-premise signs adjacent to freeways or the Lake
Parkway shall conform to the following standards:
c-1.
Setbacks. c-1-a. The minimum setback from the freeway or Lake Parkway right-of-way for a sign
located in an industrial district shall be 75 feet plus 10 feet for each 100 square feet of sign area over 750 square
feet.
c-1-b. The minimum setback from the freeway or Lake Parkway right-of-way for a sign located in a
commercial district shall be 500 feet.
c-2.
Minimum Spacing. The minimum distance between any 2 off-premise signs located on the same
side of a freeway or the Lake Parkway shall be 1,000 feet.
c-3.
Prohibited Locations. Off-premise signs are prohibited within 1,000 feet of the High Rise Bridge or
the Hoan Memorial Bridge/Lake Parkway. In this paragraph, "High Rise Bridge" means that portion of Interstates
94 and 43 located between the center line of West St. Paul Avenue and the center line of West National Avenue,
and "Hoan Memorial Bridge/Lake Parkway" means those portions of Interstate 794 and State Trunk Highway 794
located between East St. Paul Avenue extended and the south city limits.
d.
Automatic Changeable Message Signs. No person may erect a new off-premise automatic
changeable message sign, or convert an existing off-premise sign with a static display area to an off-premise
automatic changeable message sign, without first obtaining a special use permit from the board if the new or
existing sign will be or is located more than 1,000 feet from a freeway or the Lake Parkway.
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8.
EXCEPTIONS. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, the following signs are
permitted if they meet the standards specified in this subsection:
a.
Signs placed by public utilities or units of government for the safety or welfare of the public, such as
signs identifying high voltage underground cable or signs related to the construction of capital improvement
projects by units of government.
b.
Official fire- or police-related signs or signs required to be maintained by law or governmental order,
such as warning, traffic, parking or similar regulatory signs, or warning signs at a railroad crossings.
c.
Public service information signs with no commercial messages.
d.
Political signs, provided that:
d-1.
In the case of an election for office or a referendum, such sign is removed within 30 days of the end
of the election campaign period, as defined in s. 12.04(1)(a), Wis. Stats.
d-2.
If the sign is located in a residential zoning district, the sign does not exceed 6 square feet.
e.
Any of the following temporary signs, provided such signs do not exceed 6 feet in height, are not
located in the public right-of-way and are not illuminated:
e-1.
Special event signs not exceeding 6 square feet advertising community-wide events of general
interest and sponsored by non-commercial groups, placed for 15 days or less.
e-2.
Signs erected and maintained on lots to advertise the leasing, rental or sale of buildings or other
improvements located on such lots. Only one such sign shall be permitted on each street frontage. Signs shall
not exceed the maximum area specified in the sign regulations of the zoning districts in which they are located.
e-3.
Residential real estate signs not exceeding 6 square feet relating to open house events or providing
directions.
e-4.
Signs pertaining to the construction of buildings or the sale or lease of vacant land. No sign of this
type shall exceed applicable height or area limitations or be illuminated. A construction sign shall be removed
within 30 days of issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the building or structure to which the sign pertains.
f.
The changeable copy or message portion of a theater marquee or reader board.
g.
Painted murals, permanent banners and flags not containing commercial messages.
h.
Signs placed on the interiors of buildings such that the signs cannot be seen by the general public
from outdoors.
i.
Holiday decorations, lights and displays.
j.
Construction or advisory signs installed by units of government.
k.
Signs of up to 18 square feet in area and not more than 6 feet in height identifying specific
geographic areas having common characteristics but multiple ownerships, such as residential subdivisions,
commercial shopping areas and industrial parks.
L.
“NO TRESPASSING,” “NO DUMPING” and similar signs not exceeding 6 square feet in area.
m.
Signs painted on or attached to motor vehicles in a manner allowing normal operation of such
vehicles
n.
A sign on a solar array, provided that:
n-1.
The sign contains only the name of the manufacturer, installer or owner and any appropriate
warning messages.
n-2.
Only one sign per solar array shall be permitted.
n-3.
The display area of the sign shall not exceed 6 square feet.
n-4.
The sign is used solely for educational or acknowledgement purposes.
o.
A sign up to 4 square feet in area designating a parking space used for electric vehicle charging.
9.
PROHIBITED SIGNS. The following signs are prohibited:
a.
Animated signs, including pennants, streamers, roof-mounted balloons, feather signs and other
inflatable objects, unless part of a master sign program.
c.
Portable signs.
d.
Flashing signs.
e.
Signs attached to or painted on a vehicle parked on a premises for the sole purpose of advertising
or relaying commercial messages to the public.
f.
Signs attached to light poles, canopy supports or utility masts.
g.
Temporary banner signs, except as permitted under sub. 3.
h.
Abandoned signs.
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295-409. Lighting. In all zoning districts, with the exception of automatic changeable message signs, as
provided in s. 295-407-4-d, all on-site lighting shall have cut-off fixtures that ensure that lighting levels and glare
are controlled as follows:
1.
No light source shall be visible from an adjoining property or public right-of-way.
2.
Where adjoining properties are zoned residential, the maximum illumination at a property line shall
be one foot-candle. In all other circumstances, the maximum illumination at a property line shall be 5 footcandles.
295-411. Encroachments into the Public Right-of-way. See ch. 245.
295-413. Transmission Towers. 1. LIMITED USE STANDARDS. Whenever a transmission tower is a limited
use, the permit applicant shall submit, to the department, plans and other permit application materials which
demonstrate that the facility will comply with the following standards. If the department finds that the tower will not
meet these standards, the tower may only be permitted upon the granting of a special use permit by the board.
a.
All ground-level equipment, storage buildings and structural support elements shall be screened by
a landscaped buffer which completely surrounds such equipment or structures, except for necessary openings for
sidewalks or driveways that provide access to the equipment or structures. The buffer shall be located no farther
than 5 feet from the equipment or structures, measured at the nearest point of the buffer to the equipment or
structures. The buffer shall be at least 5 feet wide and meet the standards for type “G” landscaping set forth in s.
295-405-1.
b.
All access drives shall be paved.
c.
The tower shall not be illuminated except as required by the federal aviation administration or other
applicable government regulations.
d.
If the tower is freestanding and any abutting property contains one or more dwelling units or a
structure for which an occupancy certificate is required, the base of the tower shall be set back from the property
lines of such abutting property a distance equal to at least 25% of the tower’s height.
e.
No structure other than related accessory structures may be located in an area 20 feet on each side
of the radial line between the center of the transmission tower and each guy anchorage.
f.
No tower guy anchor or enclosure for the same may be located closer than 30 feet to any lot line,
street line or street line extended if the abutting property contains one or more dwelling units or a structure for
which an occupancy certificate is required.
g.
The tower’s design shall be as advanced as technologically feasible and appropriate for individual
site characteristics and proximity to other buildings and uses.
h.
If the tower will be located within 1,000 linear feet of any dwelling unit or any structure for which an
occupancy certificate is required, the tower permit applicant shall take steps to protect such dwelling units and
structures from adverse impacts of the tower. Such steps may include installation of landscaping or buffering
beyond what is required in this subsection, provision of informational materials about the construction and
operation of the tower, and scheduling of informational meetings with owners and residents of abutting properties
to discuss tower design and construction.
i.
The transmission tower permit applicant shall provide a written statement that the permit applicant
has made every reasonable effort to locate reception/transmission systems on existing structures. This
statement shall be accompanied by documentation that demonstrates that such efforts have been made.
j.
When a new transmission tower is erected, it shall be designed to accommodate multiple
reception/transmission systems and related equipment. A tower for television or radio facilities shall be designed
to support at least 3 additional reception/transmission systems having power equal to or greater than that of the
reception/transmission system which the tower is initially built to support. For any transmission tower other than a
tower for television or radio facilities, the minimum total number of reception/transmission systems the tower shall
be designed to accommodate shall be as follows:
Tower Height
0-50 feet
51-150 feet
151-250 feet
251-350 feet
over 350 feet
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1
2
4
6
6 plus 2 for each 100 feet or fraction
thereof over 350 feet
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k.
In addition to presenting a tower design which can accommodate multiple reception/transmission
systems and related equipment as required by par. j, the permit applicant shall provide a written statement
indicating that the owner or developer will, on a nondiscriminatory basis, make the space provided for multiple
reception/transmission systems available to other tower users. To the extent not precluded by physical,
mechanical or regulatory limitations, the tower owner or developer shall allow for co-location of
reception/transmission systems on the tower at fair market rental rates. The statement may be accompanied by
supporting documentation which describes the tower owner or developer’s record of making space on the owner
or developer’s other towers available to other users.
L.
If the tower will be used for the transmission of television or radio signals, the tower owner or
developer shall provide evidence that construction of the tower may ultimately lead to a net reduction in the total
number of transmission towers in the city.
m.
No existing transmission tower shall be located within 500 feet of the proposed tower location.
2.
ABANDONED TOWERS. Whenever any transmission tower has ceased to be used for the
transmission or reception of radio frequency waves for a period of 12 consecutive months, such tower shall be
considered abandoned. An abandoned transmission tower shall be removed within 90 days of the end of such
12-month period. Any discontinuance of transmission tower use caused by governmental action and without any
contributing fault by the tower user whose use of the tower was discontinued shall not be considered in
calculating the length of discontinuance.
3.
RECONSTRUCTION OF NONCONFORMING TOWERS. Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 295415, a nonconforming transmission tower which is destroyed or damaged by fire, storm or other casualty, to the
extent that the cost of reconstruction exceeds 50% of the tower's market value at the time of such loss, may be
reconstructed provided that the tower owner complies with all applicable requirements for transmission towers
specified in sub. 1, and provided that the height of the new tower does not exceed the height of the tower that was
destroyed or damaged.
295-414.
Small Wind Energy Systems. 1. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. A small wind energy system shall
comply with the use regulations of the applicable zoning district and with the following requirements:
a.
Setbacks. The wind tower for a small wind energy system shall be set back a distance equal to its
total height from:
a-1.
Any public right-of-way, unless written permission is granted by the governmental entity with
jurisdiction over the road.
a-2.
Any overhead utility line, unless written permission is granted by the affected utility.
a-3.
Any property line abutting property that is not residentially zoned, unless written permission is
granted by the owner of the abutting property.
b.
Access. b-1. All ground-mounted electrical and control equipment shall be labeled or secured to
revent unauthorized access.
b-2.
The tower shall be designed and installed so as to not provide step bolts or a ladder readily
accessible to the public for a minimum height of 8 feet above the ground.
c.
Electrical Wires. All electrical wires associated with the small wind energy system, other than the
grounding wires, wires necessary to connect the wind generator to the tower wiring and wires necessary to
connect the tower wiring to the disconnect junction box, shall be located underground.
d.
Lighting. The wind tower and generator shall not be artificially lighted unless such lighting is
required by the federal aviation administration.
e.
Appearance, Color and Finish. The wind generator and tower shall remain painted or finished the
color or finish that was originally applied by the manufacturer, unless a different color or finish was approved by
the commissioner of neighborhood services at the time of permit issuance.
f.
Signs. No signs shall be permitted other than signs identifying the manufacturer, installer or owner,
appropriate warning signs, and one sign with a display area not exceeding 18 square feet that is used solely for
educational or acknowledgement purposes..
g.
Code Compliance. The small wind energy system, including the tower, shall comply with all
applicable state construction and electrical code provisions.
h.
Utility Notification And Interconnection. If the small wind energy system is connected to an electric
utility, it shall comply with the public service commission of Wisconsin’s Rules for Interconnecting Distributed
Generation Facilities.
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2.
ABANDONMENT. a. Notice of Abandonment. A small wind energy system that is out of service for
a continuous 12-month period shall be deemed to have been abandoned. The commissioner of neighborhood
services may issue a notice of abandonment to the owner of a small wind energy system that is deemed to have
been abandoned. The owner shall have the right to respond to the notice of abandonment within 30 days of
receipt of the notice. The commissioner of neighborhood services shall withdraw the notice of abandonment and
notify the owner of the withdrawal if the owner provides information that demonstrates the small wind energy
system has not been abandoned.
b.
Removal of Abandoned System. If the small wind energy system is determined to be abandoned,
the owner of a small wind energy system shall remove the wind generator from the tower at the owner’s sole
expense within 3 months of receipt of the notice of abandonment. If the owner fails to remove the wind generator
from the tower, the commissioner of neighborhood services may pursue a legal action to have the wind generator
removed at the owner’s expense.
3.
METEOROLOGICAL TOWERS. A meteorological tower is a structure, including a tower, base
plate, anchors, guy cables and hardware, anemometers, wind direction vanes, booms to hold equipment,
anemometers and vanes, date logger, instrument wiring and telemetry devices, that is used to monitor or transmit
wind speed and wind flow characteristics over a period of time for either instantaneous wind information or to
characterize the wind resource at a given location. A meteorological tower shall be permitted under the same
standards and removal requirements as a small wind energy system.
295-415. Nonconformities. 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this section is to establish regulations governing
nonconforming lots, structures and uses and, further, to:
a.
Allow nonconforming lots to be used for single-family homes and accessory structures.
b.
Permit structural alteration or enlargement, but not reconstruction, of nonconforming nonresidential
structures that contain conforming uses.
c.
Permit structural alteration, enlargement or reconstruction of nonconforming residential structures or
uses.
d.
Encourage nonconforming special uses to obtain board approval, but to allow such uses to continue
without being subject to many of the restrictions that are customarily imposed on nonconforming uses.
e.
Allow nonconforming prohibited uses of structures and land to continue, with ordinary repairs and
maintenance, but to encourage that such structures and land eventually be used in a conforming manner.
f.
Encourage the alteration, repair and maintenance of conforming uses in nonconforming structures
and nonconforming special uses as long as the alteration, repair or maintenance is consistent with this code and
with any applicable elements of the city’s comprehensive plan.
2.
NONCONFORMING SPECIAL USES. a. Enlargement, Alteration or Intensification. No
nonconforming special use, or the buildings, site features or structures associated with such use, shall be
enlarged, altered or intensified without the approval of the board except as follows:
a-1.
Combined Use. A permitted use may be added to, enlarged, expanded or rebuilt as part of a
nonconforming special use without board approval provided the hours of operation are limited to the hours
specified in this code, if any, parking is provided in accordance with this code, and the addition, enlargement,
expansion or reconstruction is in conformity with all other provisions of this code and with any applicable elements
of the city’s comprehensive plan.
a-2.
Site Plan Changes. Parking areas, landscaping, signs, canopies, fences, awnings or similar site
features for a nonconforming special use may be expanded, enlarged or rebuilt without board approval provided
that the expansion, enlargement or reconstruction is in conformity with all other provisions of this code and with
any applicable elements of the city’s comprehensive plan, and does not expand or intensify the nonconformity. In
addition, whenever any such change to the parking area of a nonconforming special use occurs, the parking plan
for such parking area shall be subject to approval by the commissioner of public works.
a-3.
Repairs and Maintenance. The buildings, site features and structures of a nonconforming special
use may be repaired and maintained in compliance with this code without board approval.
b.
Change Of Use. A non-conforming special use may be changed to another special use enumerated
under the regulations of the district in which the use is located only with board approval.
c.
Discontinuance Of Use. If the nonconforming special use of a structure, or of a structure and
premises in combination, is discontinued for a period of 12 months, such use shall not be resumed thereafter
without approval of the board. Any discontinuance caused by governmental action, and without any contributing
fault by the person conducting the nonconforming special use, shall not be considered when calculating the
length of discontinuance.
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d.
Deterioration Or Damage. If a structure occupied by a nonconforming special use has deteriorated
or is damaged such that its reconstruction ratio, as calculated pursuant to par. e, exceeds 50%, the
nonconforming special use shall not be resumed except with approval of the board.
e.
Reconstruction Ratio. A reconstruction ratio shall be computed as follows:

Reconstruction
Ratio
=
(percent)

Estimated cost of restoring the
structure to its prior condition
----------------------------------------------Estimated cost of duplicating the
entire pre-existing structure

Estimates of reconstruction ratios shall be based on building industry standard unit costs.
3.
NONCONFORMING PROHIBITED USES OCCUPYING STRUCTURES. a. Nonconforming
Prohibited Uses. A nonconforming prohibited use may be continued subject to the following regulations:
a-1. Deterioration or Damage. If a structure occupied by a nonconforming prohibited use has deteriorated
or is damaged in excess of 50% of its assessed value, the nonconforming prohibited use shall cease operation
and shall not be resumed thereafter.
a-2. Extension of Use. The nonconforming prohibited use shall not be intensified, enlarged or extended
to other parts of the structure, or extended to occupy any lands outside the structure, that were not occupied by
the nonconforming prohibited use on the date such use became a nonconforming prohibited use.
a-3. Change of Use. The nonconforming prohibited use may be changed to another use permitted in the
district in which the nonconforming use presently occupying the structure is located, or to a use permitted in a
more restrictive district, provided such change will not intensify use of the structure.
a-4. Discontinuance of Use. If a nonconforming use is discontinued for a period of 12 months, any future
use of the building and premises shall conform to the provisions of this chapter.
a-5. Conforming Structures. Conforming structures occupied by nonconforming prohibited uses may be
altered or relocated to any other location on the same lot, provided that such structure continues to conform with
the requirements of the district in which it is located.
b.
Exception For Nonconforming Prohibited Residential Uses. A nonconforming prohibited residential
use may be extended, by alteration or enlargement of a structure, by not more than 25% of the existing habitable
floor area or 400 square feet, whichever is less, provided that the number of dwelling units is not increased.
4.
NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES. a. Repair And Maintenance. Ordinary repair and
maintenance within or to a nonconforming structure shall be permitted provided that no dimensional
nonconformity of the structure will increase as a result of such repair or maintenance.
b.
Enlargements, Alterations Or Relocation. b-1. A nonconforming structure, not to include a parking
lot, occupied by only conforming uses may be enlarged or structurally altered provided that the enlargement or
structural alteration does not exceed 50% of the existing gross floor area and does not increase the existing
dimensional nonconformity of the structure or create additional nonconformities.
b-2. A nonconforming structure, not to include a parking lot, occupied by only conforming uses may be
relocated if, upon relocation, the structure will be in conformity with all regulations of the district into which it has
been relocated.
b-3. A nonconforming structure occupied by a nonconforming prohibited use shall not be enlarged or
relocated.
c.
Deterioration or Damage. A nonconforming structure, except for a parking lot, which has deteriorated
or is damaged by fire or other casualty shall not be reconstructed unless either of the following is true:
c-1.
Such reconstruction will not increase the dimensional nonconformity of the structure.
c-2
The nonconforming structure was damaged or destroyed on or after March 2, 2006, and the damage
or destruction was caused by violent wind, vandalism, fire, flood, ice, snow, mold or infestation. If this is true, the
structure may be restored to the size, location and use that it had immediately before the damage or destruction
occurred. In addition, the new structure may be larger than the nonconforming structure immediately before the
damage or destruction if the larger size is necessary for the structure to comply with applicable state or federal
requirements.
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d.
Exception For Nonconforming Residential Structures. A nonconforming residential structure may
be enlarged, altered or reconstructed provided that the applicant can demonstrate either of the following:
d-1.
The structure is not an accessory structure and the enlargement, alteration or reconstruction will
not increase any dimensional nonconformity of the structure.
d-2.
The structure was damaged or destroyed on or after March 2, 2006, and the damage or destruction
was caused by violent wind, vandalism, fire, flood, ice, snow, mold or infestation. If this is true, the structure may
be restored to the size, location and use that it had immediately before the damage or destruction occurred. In
addition, the new structure may be larger than the nonconforming structure immediately before the damage or
destruction if the larger size is necessary for the structure to comply with applicable state or federal
requirements.
5.
NONCONFORMING VACANT LOTS. In any district in which single-family dwellings are permitted,
one single-family dwelling and permitted accessory structures may be erected on any vacant, single
nonconforming lot, provided that:
a.
The lot has been legally created.
b.
The setback and lot coverage requirements of the district are complied with.
c.
The lot complies with all other applicable regulations of the district.
6.
NONCONFORMING PROHIBITED USES OF LAND. No nonconforming prohibited use of land
shall be:
a.
Extended beyond the area of land occupied by, or devoted to, the nonconforming prohibited use.
b.
Intensified.
c.
Relocated, in whole or in part, to any portion of the same lot not theretofore occupied by the
nonconforming prohibited use, unless the use will thereafter conform to all applicable regulations of the district in
which it is located.
d.
Changed to any use other than a use that is a permitted use or special use in the district in which it
is located, subject to board approval of any special use.
e.
Resumed if discontinued for a period of 12 months. Any discontinuance caused by governmental
action, and without any contributing fault by the person conducting the nonconforming prohibited use, shall not
be considered when calculating the length of discontinuance.
7.
NONCONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES IN SHORELAND-WETLAND DISTRICTS.
a.
Environmental Control Facilities. This section shall not limit the repair, reconstruction, renovation,
remodeling or expansion of any environmental control facility in existence on May 7, 1982.
b.
Boat Houses. The maintenance and repair of boat houses which were legally constructed but
which are located below the ordinary high-water mark of any navigable waters shall comply with s. 30.121, Wis.
Stats.
8.
PARKING NONCONFORMITIES. a. Enlargements of Existing Buildings. Whenever an existing
principal building is enlarged, parking spaces shall be provided for the enlargement in accordance with s. 295403 and the off-street parking requirement for the building’s use and zoning district, even if the building in its preenlargement state was not in compliance with applicable off-street parking requirements.
b.
Change of Use. If the use of a premises is changed to a use having a greater requirement for
parking spaces than the previous use, additional parking spaces shall be provided for the new use in
accordance with s. 295-403 and the applicable off-street parking requirement for that particular use and zoning
district. If the principal building was erected before February 19, 1953, the number of parking spaces added
shall be the difference between the number required for the previous use and the number required for the new
use. This paragraph does not apply in a downtown zoning district, other than the C9A district, where a use is
changed to a permitted use in that district.
c.
Reduction in Number of Spaces Provided; When Allowed. Any parking spaces provided as
accessory to an existing principal use or structure as of October 1, 2002 shall not be reduced in number below
the requirements of this chapter. Any parking spaces which are provided on or after October 1, 2002 as
accessory to an existing principal use or structure but which are not required by this chapter need not meet the
number-of-parking-spaces requirements of this chapter, but shall meet the design standards of s. 295-403-3.
10.
CONTINUATION OF NONCONFORMITIES. All nonconforming lots, nonconforming structures and
nonconforming prohibited uses, including nonconforming prohibited uses which were special uses approved by
the board at the time they became nonconforming, may continue subject to the restrictions in this section.
However, once a nonconforming prohibited use is replaced by a conforming use, the use shall not be changed
back to a nonconforming prohibited use. In addition, where an existing special use which has been approved by
the board is rendered nonconforming by a change in the zoning map, such use may be continued as a
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nonconforming use provided that it receives board approval as a special use, notwithstanding the new prohibiteduse status of the use. The regulations of this section shall not apply to any change to an existing structure or any
change in the use of a structure or of land for which a permit was issued prior to the amendment of this chapter
which created the nonconformity.
295-417. Reconstruction of Residential Uses. Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, any residential
use existing on October 1, 2002 may be reconstructed to its existing dimensions and number of dwelling units.
This exception shall not apply to accessory structures. For a nonconforming prohibited residential use, the
building permit for reconstruction shall be obtained within 18 months of the date of the demolition, fire or other
casualty that destroyed the previous structure.
295-419. Filling or Grading of Land. Whenever the filling or grading of land, as defined in s. 289-1, will result in
an increase in elevation above the existing finished grade, at any location on a lot, that exceeds the maximum
allowable height of a wholly opaque fence at that particular location on the lot under the fence height regulations
of the relevant zoning district, the filling or grading may only be permitted upon the granting of a special use
permit by the board. A permit for the filling or grading may also be required pursuant to ch. 289. For purposes of
this section, when calculating elevation above existing finished grade, the height of existing or proposed fences
shall be included.
295-421. Native Vegetation. All land development or redevelopment activities shall preserve, to the maximum
extent possible, grasses, forbs, trees, shrubs, wildflowers and aquatic plants that are native to Wisconsin, as well
as any oldfield successions of native and non-native plants. This shall not include preservation of Canada thistle,
leafy spurge, field bindweed or any other weed that the commissioner of health, his or her designated
representative within the health department, or any other city official to whom the commissioner's functions or
duties have been delegated pursuant to a memorandum of understanding determines to be noxious.
295-423. Agricultural Uses. Every community garden or commercial farming enterprise shall comply with the
relevant provisions of chs. 68, 78, 79, 200 and 275.
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Table 295-503-1
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS USE TABLE
Y = Permitted Use
S = Special Use

Zoning Districts

L = Limited Use
N = Prohibited Use

RM1-RM2

RM3-RM7

R01

R02

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Repair facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Body Shop

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Outdoor storage

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Wholesale facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Sales facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Rental facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

RT4

N
N

RT3

RT1-RT2

Sales facility
Rental facility

RS1-RS5

RS6

Uses

Light Motor Vehicle

Heavy Motor Vehicle

Repair facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Body shop

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Outdoor storage

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Filling station

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Car wash

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Non-restaurant drive-through facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Electric vehicle charging facility

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S
S

General Motor Vehicle

S

Parking
Parking lot, principal use

N

S

N

N

S

S

S

S

Parking lot, accessory use

Y

L

Y

Y

L

Y

L

Y

L

Parking structure, principal use

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

S

S

Parking structure, accessory use

N

N

N

N

N

Y

L

Y

L

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, principal

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, accessory

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD SERVICE USES
Bed and breakfast

S

L

L

L

L

L

L

Y

Y

Hotel, commercial

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

Hotel, residential

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Y

Tavern

N

L

N

L

L

N

L

N

S

Brewpub

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

Assembly hall

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

L

Restaurant without drive-through facility

N

L

N

L

L

N

L

Y

Y

Restaurant with drive-through facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Park or playground

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Festival grounds

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Recreation facility, indoor

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

S

Recreation facility, outdoor

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION USES
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Y = Permitted Use
S = Special Use

Table 295-503-1
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS USE TABLE
L = Limited Use
Zoning Districts
N = Prohibited Use

RS6

RT1RT2

RT4

RM1RM2

RM3RM7

R01

R02

Health club

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Y

Y

Sports facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Gaming facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Theater

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

L

L

Convention and exposition center

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Marina

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Outdoor racing facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

RT3

RS1RS5

Uses

STORAGE, RECYCLING AND WHOLESALE TRADE USES
Recycling collection facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

S

Mixed-waste processing facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Material reclamation facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Salvage operation, indoor

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Salvage operation, outdoor

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Wholesale and distribution facility, indoor

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Wholesale and distribution facility, outdoor

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Storage Facilities
Indoor

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Self-service

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Outdoor

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Hazardous materials

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Ambulance service

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Ground transportation service

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Passenger terminal

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Helicopter landing facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Airport

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Ship terminal or docking facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Truck freight terminal

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Railroad switching, classification yard or freight
terminal

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Alcohol beverage facility, micro

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Alcohol beverage facility, large

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Food processing

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Manufacturing, light

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Manufacturing, heavy

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Manufacturing, intense

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Research and development

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Processing or recycling of mined materials

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Contractor’s shop

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Contractor’s yard

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

TRANSPORTATION USES

INDUSTRIAL USES
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z-3.
The person, firm or organization coordinating the event shall obtain a public entertainment
premises license or a temporary public entertainment premises permit, as required by ch. 108.
z-4.
The event shall be located on property owned or leased by the person, firm or organization that is
coordinating it. Alternatively, such person, firm or organization may furnish the department with written
evidence that the property owner has given the operator permission to use the premises for a live
entertainment special event.
3.
ACCESSORY USES. a. General. An accessory use to a principal use shall be allowed if it
complies with all applicable development standards, all other regulations of this chapter and all provisions of
this code relating to odors, smoke, dust or noise, or the open storage of materials or equipment.
b.
Motor Vehicle Repair, Service or Maintenance on Lots Used for Residential Purposes. No motor
vehicle repair, service or maintenance shall be permitted on any lot used wholly or in part for residential
purposes without a certificate of occupancy for such motor vehicle uses, unless the following conditions are
met:
b-1.
The motor vehicle repaired, serviced or maintained is owned by a person who resides on the lot.
b-2.
Not more than one motor vehicle shall be repaired, serviced or maintained at any one time.
b-3.
The removal of any vehicle components, including but not limited to engines, transmissions,
radiators, wheel assemblies, doors and hoods, shall be performed only within an enclosed garage and out of
view of the general public. All vehicle parts, components and repair tools shall be stored within an enclosed
garage and kept out of view of the general public. Junk yards shall not be permitted.
b-4.
Motor
vehicle body work and painting shall be permitted only if a certificate of occupancy for a light motor vehicle
body shop has been issued by the department.
c.
Home Occupations-Residential Zoning. Home occupations, except live-work units as defined in s.
295-201, shall comply with the following standards:
c-1.
The home occupation shall be clearly incidental and subordinate to the residential use of the
dwelling unit.
c-2.
No one other than members of the family residing in the dwelling unit shall be employed in the
conduct of the home occupation.
c-3.
No accessory building or open space may be used for the conduct of a home occupation or for the
storage of related equipment or supplies. However, up to 50% of private residential garage space may be
used for storage of related equipment or supplies provided any parking requirements established by this
chapter are met.
c-4.
There shall be no external alteration of the dwelling unit and the existence of the home occupation
shall not be apparent beyond the boundaries of the site.
c-5.
Not more than 25% of the total usable floor area of the principal building including the basement
may be devoted to the home occupation.
c-6.
The home occupation shall create no additional traffic and require no additional parking above
that normally associated with a dwelling unit.
c-7.
No signs relating to the home occupation shall be permitted.
c-8.
The home occupation shall not involve explosives, fireworks or repair of motor vehicles including
body work.
d.
Rummage Sales. Not more than 2 rummage sales shall occur on a residential premises in one
calendar year. No rummage sale shall exceed 3 days in length. Items offered for sale shall be limited to
household items from one dwelling unit.
e.
Roomers. Not more than 2 roomers shall be permitted in any dwelling unit.
f.
Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment. The equipment shall meet the standards set forth in s. 295403-3-f.
295-505. Design Standards. 1. INTRODUCTION. The purposes of the design standards of this section are
to:
a.
Maintain Compatibility with Neighborhood Context. An objective of these design standards is to
ensure that buildings in residential districts fit within the context in which they are built. Lot sizes, lot
coverages, height and other design parameters vary by district to ensure that the requirements of this section
closely match the existing built environment.
b.
Allow Flexibility in Development. Flexibility in meeting design standards is achieved by providing
ranges, exceptions and alternatives which are consistent with the spirit and intent of this chapter. These
ranges, exceptions and alternatives allow various site-specific and project-specific issues to be addressed
while still taking into account the intention of the zoning district.
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c.
Consistency with the Principles of Urban Design. These design standards strive to promote
development that is consistent with the “Principles of Urban Design” adopted by the city plan commission as
part of the city’ comprehensive plan and maintained on file in the office of the commission and in the legislative
reference bureau. Residential development and alterations should not only be compatible with the character
of the neighborhood, but also create pedestrian-friendly environments, allow varying degrees of land use
diversity within each zoning district, and promote environments which support transportation diversity
consistent with neighborhood context.
d.
Promote Usage of Sustainable Building Materials that Add Long-Term Value to Neighborhoods.
Façades should be constructed of durable materials that resist denting, splitting, cracking, fading, peeling and
other damage. Façade components should be finished-quality materials appropriate for street-facing
character, with finished and refined edges, rather than utility-grade materials that are rough and disorderly.
Façades should consist of context-appropriate materials that fit the character of urban locations throughout the
city.
2.
PRINCIPAL BUILDING STANDARDS. a. Introduction. Principal building standards are
established to ensure that new construction of principal buildings in residential districts, as well as additions
and alterations to existing buildings, is appropriate for the surrounding context in terms of size, placement,
height and design characteristics. The design standards for principal buildings are set forth in table 295-5052. These standards apply to non-residential buildings as well as residential buildings. The provisions of this
subsection explain, qualify or specify exceptions to the standards in the table.
b.
Front Setback Standards. b-1. Intent. Front setback standards are intended to ensure that the
front façade or elements of new construction or additions maintain relationships to the front lot line that are
similar to the corresponding relationships for buildings of similar use in the immediate vicinity. At least 30% of
the front façade of a principal building, measured in terms of lineal feet of building frontage, shall meet the
standards of this paragraph. The remaining 70% or less of the front façade may be set back farther from the
street than the required setback, but not closer to it.
b-2.
Setback Average and Range. When table 295-505-2 specifies that the minimum front setback for
a principal building in a residential district shall be determined by averaging, the front setback may be
anywhere in the range of the average setback minus 20% to the average setback plus 20%.
b-3.
Determination of “Front.” b-3-a. Interior Lot. The street frontage shall be the “front.”
b-3-b. Corner Lot. The “front” of a corner lot shall be along the same street as the immediately adjacent
interior lot. When a corner lot is immediately adjacent to 2 or more interior lots, the street lot line with the
smallest dimension shall be the “front.” An interior lot separated by an alley or other public way not exceeding
20 feet in width from the corner lot being developed shall be considered to be immediately adjacent to that
corner lot.
b-3-c. Through Lot. When a lot has only 2 street frontages and those frontages are on opposite sides of
the lot, the “front” of the lot shall be along the same street as the fronts of the immediately adjacent interior
lots. When the fronts of the immediately adjacent lots are on different streets, the permit applicant shall
specify which street frontage is the “front.”
b-3-d. Lot with More than 2 Frontages. When a lot is bounded by more than 2 streets, the permit
applicant shall specify which street frontage is the “front.”
b-4.
Required Setback For New Construction. When table 295-505-2 requires use of an average to
determine front setback, the average shall be determined using the most applicable of the following methods:
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Table 295-603-1
COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS USE TABLE
Y=Permitted Use
S=Special Use

Zoning Districts

L=Limited Use
N=Prohibited Use
NS1

NS2

LB1

LB2

LB3

RB1

RB2

CS

USES

Day care center

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

School, elementary or secondary

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

College

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

School, personal instruction

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Library

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Cultural institution

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Community center

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Religious assembly

S

S

S

S

S

Y

Y

Y

Cemetery or other place of interment

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Public safety facility

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Correctional facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

General office

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Government office

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Bank or other financial institution

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Currency exchange, payday loan or title loan agency

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Installment loan agency

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Cash-for-gold business

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Pawn shop

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Retail establishment, general

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

Garden supply or landscaping center

N

N

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Home improvement center

N

N

S

S

S

Y

Y

Y

Secondhand store

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

Outdoor merchandise sales

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Artist studio

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Adult retail establishment

N

N

N

N

N

S

S

N

Medical office

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Health clinic

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Hospital

N

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

Medical research laboratory

N

N

S

S

S

S

S

Y

Medical service facility

N

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

Social service facility

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Emergency residential shelter

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Nursing home

S

S

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Personal service

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Business service

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Catering service

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Funeral home

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Laundromat

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

EDUCATIONAL USES

COMMUNITY-SERVING USES

COMMERCIAL AND OFFICE USES

HEALTH CARE AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE USES

GENERAL SERVICE USES
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Table 295-603-1
COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS USE TABLE
Y=Permitted Use
S=Special Use

Zoning Districts

L=Limited Use
N=Prohibited Use
NS1

NS2

LB1

LB2

LB3

RB1

RB2

CS

USES
Dry cleaning establishment

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Furniture and appliance rental and leasing

S

S

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Household maintenance and repair service

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Tool/equipment rental facility

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Animal hospital/clinic

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

Animal boarding facility

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

Animal grooming or training facility

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

Sales facility

N

N

S

S

S

Y

Y

S

Rental facility

L

L

L

L

L

Y

Y

Y

Repair facility

N

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

Animal Services

MOTOR VEHICLE USES
Light Motor Vehicle

Body shop

N

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

Outdoor storage

N

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

Wholesale facility

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

Sales facility

N

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

Rental facility

N

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

Repair facility

N

N

N

N

N

S

S

N

Body shop

N

N

N

N

N

S

S

N

Outdoor storage

N

N

N

N

N

S

S

N

Filling station

N

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

Car wash

N

N

L

L

L

L

L

L

Non-restaurant drive-through facility

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

Electric vehicle charging facility

L

L

S

L

L

Y

L

L

Heavy Motor Vehicle

General Motor Vehicle

Parking
Parking lot, principal use

L

L

L

L

L

Y

L

L

Parking lot, accessory use

Y

L

Y

L

L

Y

Y

Y

Parking structure, principal use

S

S

L

L

L

L

L

L

Parking structure, accessory use

Y

L

Y

L

L

Y

Y

Y

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, principal use

N

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, accessory use

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD SERVICE USES
Bed and breakfast

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Hotel, commercial

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Hotel, residential

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Tavern

L

L

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Brewpub

S

S

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Assembly hall

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

Restaurant without drive-through facility

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Restaurant with drive-through facility

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION USE
Park or playground
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Group Home, Group Foster Home or Community Living Arrangement. d-1. All residents of the
facility, other than the operator or care provider and the operator or care provider’s immediate family, shall be
disabled persons, as indicated by the required state license application. If this standard is not met, the use
shall not be located within 2,500 feet of a small foster home or another group home, group foster home or
community living arrangement.
d-2.
Not more than 15 clients shall reside on the premises.
d-3.
The use has not been determined by the common council to be a nuisance under s. 62.23(7)(i),
Wis. Stats.
d-4.
The department of neighborhood services has received notification from the state of Wisconsin of
application for licensure of the facility as a group home, group foster home or community living arrangement.
d-5.
Prior to initial licensure of the group home, group foster home or community living arrangement by
the state of Wisconsin, the applicant for licensure has made a good faith effort to establish a community
advisory committee consisting of representatives from the proposed group home, group foster home or
community living arrangement, the neighborhood in which the proposed facility will be located and a local unit
of government, in accordance with s. 48.68(4) or s. 50.03(4)(g), Wis. Stats., as applicable, with the local
government representative being the local common council member or the council member’s designee.
f.
General Retail Establishment. The use shall not be operated between 12 a.m. and 5 a.m. if it is
located within 150 feet of a residential district. This limitation shall not apply to a convenience store which is
open between the hours of 12 a.m. and 5 a.m. and regulated by s. 84-7.
g.
Secondhand Store.
g-1.
All drop-offs of consignment or donated items shall occur inside the building.
g-2.
The use shall not be operated between 12 a.m. and 5 a.m. if it is located within 150 feet of a
residential district.
h.
Animal Hospital/Clinic, Animal Boarding Facility or Animal Grooming or Training Facility. No
outdoor run or outdoor kennels shall be provided on the premises.
i.
Light Motor Vehicle Rental Facility. Not more than 15 vehicles available for rent may be kept on
the premises.
j.
Car Wash. j-1. If any mechanical washing equipment is used:
j-1-a. The car wash shall not be located within 150 feet of a residential use.
j-1-b. Washing and cleaning shall be conducted on a line of operation within a building which is
constructed so as to prevent any liquid or resultant spray or mist from crossing any property line of the
premises.
j-1-c. One or more driving lanes shall be provided to allow for continuous movement of vehicles into the
washing and cleaning operations. If access to the line of operation is limited to a single lane, the lane shall be
used exclusively for the washing and cleaning operation.
j-1-d. Each driving lane shall be not less than 10 feet wide.
j-1-e. A queue lane of at least 200 feet in length shall be provided on the premises.
j-1-f.
All wastewater shall be contained entirely on the premises.
j-2.
If no mechanical washing equipment is used:
j-2-a. The car wash shall not be located within 150 feet of a residential use.
j-2-b. Washing and cleaning shall be conducted within a building which is constructed so as to prevent
any liquid or resultant spray or mist from crossing any property line of the premises.
j-2-c. One or more driving lanes shall be provided to allow for continuous movement of vehicles into the
washing and cleaning operations.
j-2-d. Parking for at least 4 vehicles shall be provided on the premises.
j-2-e. All wastewater shall be contained entirely on the premises.
k.
Non-restaurant Drive-through Facility. k-1. A queue lane of at least 200 feet shall be provided on
the premises. This limitation shall not apply to an automatic teller machine.
k-2.
The facility shall not be operated between the hours of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. This limitation shall not
apply to an automatic teller machine or a drive-through facility associated with a convenience store, personal
service or filling station which is open between the hours of 12 a.m. and 5 a.m. and regulated by s. 84-7.
k-3.
The facility shall not be located within 150 feet of a residential use.
k-4.
Any lights associated with the facility shall be controlled so as to prevent glare or spill light on
residential properties, as prohibited by ch. 80.
k-5.
If the facility is visible from a public street or a residential district, an opaque screen shall be
provided along the visible portion of the drive-through queuing and operating lane.
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295-603-2-L Zoning
L.
Electric Vehicle Charging Facility or Parking Lot, Principal Use.
L-1. In the NS1, NS2, LB2, LB3, RB2 and CS districts:
L-1-a. The width of the paved parking area shall not exceed 60 feet as measured from side lot line to
side lot line, except in the LB3 district this dimension shall not exceed 45 feet.
L-1-b. The use shall not be immediately adjacent to another premises containing a parking lot or electric
vehicle charging facility as a principal use.
L-1-c. No alley shall be relied upon for vehicular circulation purposes.
L-1-d. The parking lot or electric vehicle charging facility shall not be located on a corner lot.
L-2.
In the LB1 district, the parking lot shall function in an accessory manner and shall be used
exclusively by owners of a different premises that is within 300 feet of the parking lot, or persons parking with
the consent of any owner of the premises, and both the parking lot and the premises within 300 feet are under
the same ownership. The parking shall serve as required parking or allowed parking that does not exceed the
maximum number of parking spaces permitted for the use served, as specified in s. 295-403.
m.
Parking Lot, Accessory Use. m-1. The parking lot shall not be located between the street façade
of a principal building and a street lot line. This standard shall not apply to any use listed in the “motor vehicle
uses” section of table 295-603-1
m-2. In the LB3 district, the width of the paved parking area adjacent to the primary street frontage shall
not exceed 45 feet as measured from the principal building to the side lot line.
n.
Parking Structure, Principal Use or Accessory Use. At least 50% of the interior street frontage
zone of the street-level area, to a depth of 15 feet, shall be occupied by one or more other uses listed as
permitted, with street-activating uses, in the district or otherwise approved by the board.
o.
Tavern. The structure to be occupied was constructed prior to October 1, 2002, was originally
designed and intended to be occupied in whole or in part by a non-residential use and has been occupied by
such non-residential use within the past 12 months.
p.
Assembly Hall. p-1. The use shall be located on the premises of, and accessory to, a restaurant
or tavern.
p-2. The use shall operate within the business hours of the restaurant or tavern to which it is accessory.
p-3. The restaurant or tavern to which the use is accessory holds all licenses necessary to facilitate
events in the assembly hall, including but not limited to food dealer, alcohol beverage or public entertainment
premises licenses.
r.
Theater. The capacity of the building shall not exceed 49 persons.
s.
Light Motor Vehicle Wholesale Facility. Not more than 3 vehicles to be sold shall be stored on the
premises.
t.
Indoor Wholesale and Distribution Facility or Indoor Storage Facility. t-1. The gross floor area of
the building devoted to storage as a principal use shall not exceed 3,600 square feet.
t-2.
Storage of hazardous materials, as described in s. 295-201-627, shall be prohibited.
u.
Ground Transportation Service. u-1. Not more than 15 vehicles shall be stored on the premises at
any one time.
u-2. The vehicle storage area shall be screened in accordance with s. 295-405-4.
v.
Alcohol Beverage Facility, Micro. v-1. Annual production of fermented mall beverages shall not
exceed 5,000 barrels.
v-2. Annual production of vinous spirits shall not exceed 50,000 gallons.
v-3. No production of distilled spirits shall be permitted.
w.
Light Manufacturing. w-1. The gross floor area devoted to the use shall not exceed 3,600 square
feet
w-2. The use shall not operate between the hours of 9 p.m. and 7 a.m.
w-3. The use shall not generate noise or odors in violation of ch. 80.
w-4. All manufacturing activities shall occur within an enclosed building.
x.
Food Processing. x-1. The gross floor area devoted to the use shall not exceed 3,600 square feet
in the LB3 district and 20,000 square feet in other districts.
x-2. The use shall not operate between the hours of 9 p.m. and 7 a.m.
x-3. The use shall not generate noise or odors in violation of ch. 80.
x-4. All food processing activities shall occur within an enclosed building.
y.
Contractor's Shop. All of the contractor's activities, including those activities that are accessory to
the principal use, shall be conducted entirely within a building.
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Zoning 295-603-3
z.
Transmission Tower. z-1. The tower shall comply with the applicable provisions of s. 295-413.
z-2. The tower does not exceed the district height limit or the tower is accessory to an elementary or
secondary school and does not exceed 2 times the district height limit or 150 feet, whichever is less, and is set
back from all property lines a distance at least equal to the height of the tower. Any other tower which does
not exceed 2 times the district height limit or 150 feet, whichever is less, may be allowed as a special use. All
other towers are prohibited.
aa. Substation/Distribution Equipment, Outdoor. aa-1. All structures associated with the use shall be
screened in accordance with s. 295-405-6-c.
aa-2. No structure associated with the use shall be located within 25 feet of a street lot line.
bb.
Seasonal Market. bb-1. The activity shall be located on property owned or leased by the operator
of the seasonal market. Alternatively, the market operator may furnish the department with written evidence
that the property owner has given the operator permission to use the premises for a seasonal market.
bb-2. If flowers, plants or Wisconsin-grown farm products constitute at least 75% of the merchandise
offered for sale, the activity shall be limited to not more than 180 days in one calendar year. If Christmas trees
constitute at least 75% of the merchandise offered for sale, the activity shall be limited to not more than 90
days in one calendar year. Otherwise, the duration of the seasonal market shall be limited to not more than 14
days in one calendar year.
bb-3. The activity shall not produce glare, spill light or noise in violation of the provisions of ch. 80.
bb-4. Signage shall be limited to not more than 2 signs and a total display area of 16 square feet for all
signs combined.
bb-5. Sales shall not occur between the hours of 9 p.m. and 7 a.m.
bb-6. The site shall be restored to its previous condition following termination of the market operation.
cc.
Temporary Real Estate Sales Office. cc-1. The sales office and any associated model homes or
units shall be open only until the homes or units specifically being marketed are sold out.
cc-2. Signage shall comply with the requirements of s. 295-407 and the sign regulations of subch. 5.
cc-3. Customer-accessible restrooms shall be provided.
cc-4. An occupancy permit shall not be required for a temporary real estate sales office meeting the
requirements of this paragraph.
dd.
Temporary Concrete/Batch Plant. dd-1. The plant shall be located on the property it serves or
adjacent to the roadway if it is serving a roadway project. Construction projects at other locations shall not be
served by the facility.
dd-2. The plant shall be located on property owned or leased by the operator of the plant. Alternatively
the plant operator may furnish the department of neighborhood services with written evidence that the property
owner has given the operator permission to use the premises for a concrete/batch plant. If the operation
utilizes the public right-of-way, the operator shall obtain appropriate permissions and permits from the
commissioner of public works.
dd-3. No dust from the operation shall blow onto adjacent properties or public right-of-way. The
operator shall also provide for the daily removal of material tracked onto the public roadway by equipment
coming to or going from the facility.
dd-4. The plant shall not operate between the hours of 9 p.m. and 7 a.m.
dd-5. The plant may operate for a period not to exceed 9 months. When the construction project the
plant is serving is complete, the site shall be cleaned and returned to its original condition or improved
condition, as appropriate.
dd-6. The plant shall be screened with a 9-foot opaque fence, including but not limited to a chain-link
fence with inserted slats.
ee.
Live Entertainment Special Event. ee-1. If the event is to occur on the public right-of-way or other
public property, the person, firm or organization coordinating the event shall obtain a special event permit in
accordance with s. 105-55.5.
ee-3. The person, firm or organization coordinating the event shall obtain a public entertainment
premises license or a temporary public entertainment premises permit, as required by ch. 108.
ee-4. The event shall be located on property owned or leased by the person, firm or organization that is
coordinating it. Alternatively, such person, firm or organization may furnish the department with written
evidence that the property owner has given the operator permission to use the premises for a live
entertainment special event.
3.
ADDITIONAL SPECIAL USE STANDARDS. No special use permit for a currency exchange,
payday loan agency, title loan agency, installment loan agency, cash-for-gold business or pawn shop shall be
granted by the board unless the board finds, in addition to the findings required by s. 295-311-2-d, that:
-819-
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a.
No other currency exchange, payday loan agency, title loan agency, installment loan agency,
cash-for-gold business or pawn shop is located within 1,500 feet of the proposed use.
b.
The proposed use will not be located within 150 feet of a single-family or 2-family residential
zoning district.
4.
ACCESSORY USES. a. General. An accessory use to a principal use shall be allowed if it
complies with all applicable development standards, all other regulations of this chapter and all provisions of
this code relating to odors, smoke, dust or noise, or the open storage of materials or equipment.
b.
Motor Vehicle Repair, Service or Maintenance on Lots Used for Residential Purposes. No motor
vehicle repair, service or maintenance shall be permitted on any lot used wholly or in part for residential
purposes without a certificate of occupancy for such motor vehicle uses, unless the following conditions are
met:
b-1.
The motor vehicle repaired, serviced or maintained is owned by a person who resides on the lot.
b-2.
Not more than one motor vehicle shall be repaired, serviced or maintained at any one time.
b-3.
The removal of any vehicle components, including but not limited to engines, transmissions,
radiators, wheel assemblies, doors and hoods, shall be performed only within an enclosed garage and out of
view of the general public. All vehicle parts, components and repair tools shall be stored within an enclosed
garage and kept out of view of the general public. Junk yards shall not be permitted.
b-4.
Motor vehicle body work and painting shall be permitted only if a certificate of occupancy for a light
motor vehicle body shop has been issued by the department.
c.
Home Occupations-Commercial Zoning. Home occupations, except live-work units as defined in
s. 295-201, shall comply with the following standards:
c-1.
The home occupation shall be clearly incidental and subordinate to the residential use of the
dwelling unit.
c-2.
No one other than members of the family residing in the dwelling unit shall be employed in the
conduct of the home occupation except one person may be employed on the site in connection with the home
occupation who is not a resident of the dwelling unit.
c-3.
No accessory building or open space may be used for the conduct of a home occupation or for the
storage of related equipment or supplies. However, up to 50% of private residential garage space may be
used for storage of related equipment or supplies provided any parking requirements established by this
chapter are met.
c-4.
There shall be no external alteration of the dwelling unit to accommodate the home occupation
and the existence of the home occupation shall not be apparent beyond the boundaries of the site except for
signage as stated in subd. 7.
c-5.
Not more than 25% of the total usable floor area of the principal building including the basement
may be devoted to the home occupation.
c-6.
Visitations in conjunction with the home occupation by clients, pupils, sales persons or others shall
be limited to no more than 8 during a 24-hour period. No more than 2 visitors may visit at one time.
c-7.
A maximum of one non-illuminated wall sign shall be permitted not to exceed 6 square feet in
size.
c-8.
The home occupation shall not involve explosives, fireworks, repair of motor vehicles including
body work or any use which requires a special use or variance for the specific zoning district.
c-9.
The operation of the home occupation, as it is apparent to adjacent residential uses, shall begin
no earlier than 7:00 a.m. and end no later than 9:00 p.m.
d.
Rummage Sales. Not more than 2 rummage sales shall occur on a residential premises in one
calendar year. No rummage sale shall exceed 3 days in length. Items offered for sale shall be limited to
household items from one dwelling unit.
e.
Accessory Parking. The location of accessory off-street parking spaces, including parking for 4 or
fewer vehicles, shall comply with all applicable parking location standards set forth in s. 295-603-2.
f.
Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment. The equipment shall meet the standards set forth in s. 295403-3-f.
295-605. Design Standards. 1. INTRODUCTION. The purposes of the design standards of this section are
to:
a.
Maintain Compatibility with Neighborhood Context. An objective of these design standards is to
ensure that buildings in commercial districts fit within the context in which they are built. Lot sizes, lot
coverage, height and other design parameters vary by district to ensure that the requirements of this section
closely match the existing built environment.
10/12/2021
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Zoning 295-703-1
Table 295-703-1
DOWNTOWN DISTRICTS USE TABLE
Y=Permitted Use
S=Special Use

Zoning Districts

L=Limited Use
N=Prohibited Use

C9A

C9B

C9C

C9D

C9E

C9F

C9G

C9H

Uses

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

EDUCATIONAL USES
Day care center
School, elementary or secondary

Y

Y

Y

Y

S

Y

Y

College

S

S

S

Y

S

S

Y

S
Y

School, personal instruction

S

Y

Y

S

S

S

Y

S

Y

Y

Y

Y

S

Y

Y

N
N

COMMUNITY-SERVING USES
Library
Cultural institution

L

L

Y

Y

S

Y

Y

Community center

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Religious assembly

Y

Y

Y

Y

L

Y

L

N

Cemetery or other place of interment

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Public safety facility

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Correctional facility

N

N

N

S

N

N

N

N

General office

L

Y

Y

Y

L

Y

Y

Y

Government office

L

Y

Y

Y

L

Y

Y

Y

Bank or other financial institution

L

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

N

Currency exchange, payday loan or title loan agency

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Installment loan agency

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Cash-for-gold business

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Pawn shop

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Retail establishment, general

L

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

S

Garden supply or landscaping center

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

S

Home improvement center

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

Secondhand store

S

L

L

S

L

L

Y

S

Outdoor merchandise sales

S

S

S

N

S

S

Y

S

Artist studio

L

Y

Y

N

L

L

Y

S

Adult retail establishment

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

S

COMMERCIAL AND OFFICE USES

HEALTH CARE AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE USES
Medical office

L

Y

Y

Y

L

Y

Y

Y

Health clinic

S

S

S

S

L

Y

Y

N

Hospital

S

S

S

S

N

S

S

N

Medical research laboratory

N

S

S

S

S

Y

Y

Y

Medical service facility

N

N

N

N

S

S

S

S

Social service facility

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Emergency residential shelter

N

S

S

S

N

N

S

N

Nursing home

S

S

S

N

N

N

N

N

Personal service

L

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

N

Business service

S

Y

Y

Y

L

Y

Y

Y

GENERAL SERVICE USES

-843-

10/12/2021

295-703-1 Zoning
Table 295-703-1
DOWNTOWN DISTRICTS USE TABLE
Y=Permitted Use
S=Special Use

Zoning Districts

L=Limited Use
N=Prohibited Use

C9A

C9B

C9C

C9D

C9E

C9F

C9G
C9H

Uses

Catering service

L

S

S

N

N

N

Y

Y

Funeral home

N

S

S

N

N

N

Y

N

Laundromat

S

Y

Y

N

S

Y

Y

N

Dry cleaning establishment

L

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

N

Furniture and appliance rental and leasing

N

S

S

N

S

S

S

S

Household maintenance and repair service

N

Y

Y

N

Y

N

Y

Y

Tool/equipment rental facility

N

S

S

N

S

N

S

S

Animal hospital/clinic

N

N

S

N

S

S

S

S

Animal boarding facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

Animal grooming or training facility

N

N

S

N

S

S

S

S

Sales facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

Y

Rental facility

N

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

Repair facility

N

S

S

N

S

S

S

S

Body shop

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

Outdoor storage

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

Wholesale facility

N

L

L

N

L

L

L

L

Sales facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

Rental facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

S

Repair facility

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

Body shop

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

Outdoor storage

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

S

Filling station

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Car wash

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Non-restaurant Drive-through facility

N

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Electric vehicle charging facility

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

L

S

S

L

S

Parking lot, accessory use

L

S

S

L

S

S

L

S

Parking structure, principal use

S

S

L

S

L

L

S

S

Parking structure, accessory use

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

L

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, principal

N

N

S

S

S

S

S

Y

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, accessory

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

Y

Bed and breakfast

S

Y

Y

N

L

L

Y

N

Hotel, commercial

S

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

N

Animal Services

MOTOR VEHICLE USES
Light Motor Vehicle

Heavy Motor Vehicle

General Motor Vehicle

Parking
Parking lot, principal use

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD SERVICE USES
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Zoning 295-803-1
Table 295-803-1
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS USE TABLE
Y=Permitted Use
S=Special Use

Zoning Districts

L=Limited
N=Prohibited

Uses

I01/
I02

IL1/
IL2

IC

IM

IH

Bank or other financial institution

S

S

N

Y

N

Currency exchange, payday loan or title loan agency

N

N

N

S

N

Installment loan agency

N

N

N

S

N

Cash-for-gold business

N

N

N

S

N

Pawn shop

N

N

N

S

N

Retail establishment, general

N

N

L

Y

N

Garden supply or landscaping center

N

Y

Y

Y

N

Home improvement center

N

Y

L

Y

N

Secondhand store

N

N

L

L

N

Outdoor merchandise sales

N

N

N

L

N

Artist studio

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Adult retail establishment

N

N

N

S

N

S

N

N

Y

N

Health clinic

L

N

N

S

N

Hospital

N

N

N

N

N

HEALTH CARE AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE
Medical office

Medical research laboratory

Y

Y

Y

Y

N

Medical service facility

N

S

N

N

N

Social service facility

N

S

N

S

N

Emergency residential shelter

N

N

N

N

N

Nursing home

N

N

N

N

N

Personal service

N

N

N

Y

N

Business service

Y

S

Y

Y

N

Catering service

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Funeral home

N

N

N

Y

N

Laundromat

N

N

N

Y

N

Dry cleaning establishment

N

N

N

Y

N

Furniture and appliance rental and leasing

N

N

N

Y

N

Household maintenance and repair service

N

Y

Y

Y

N

Tool/equipment rental facility

N

Y

N

Y

N

Animal hospital/clinic

N

Y

N

L

Y

Animal boarding facility

N

Y

N

L

Y

Animal grooming or training facility

N

Y

N

L

Y

Sales facility

L

S

N

S

S

Rental facility

L

S

N

S

S

Repair facility

L

S

N

S

L

Body shop

L

S

N

S

L

Outdoor storage

L

Y

N

S

Y

Wholesale facility

Y

Y

N

Y

Y

L

Y

N

S

Y

GENERAL SERVICE USES

Animal Services

MOTOR VEHICLE USES
Light Motor Vehicle

Heavy Motor Vehicle
Sales facility
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Y=Permitted Use
S=Special Use
Uses

Table 295-803-1
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS USE TABLE
L=Limited
N=Prohibited

Zoning Districts
I01/ IL1/
I02 IL2

IC

IM

IH

Rental facility

L

Y

N

S

Y

Repair facility

L

L

N

S

L

Body shop

L

L

N

S

L

Outdoor storage

L

S

N

S

Y

Filling station

S

S

N

S

S

Car wash

S

S

N

S

S

Non-restaurant drive-through facility

S

S

N

S

S

Electric vehicle charging facility

Y

Y

S

L

Y

Parking lot, principal use

Y

Y

S

L

Y

Parking lot, accessory use

Y

Y

L

L

Y

Parking structure, principal use

Y

Y

S

L

Y

Parking structures, accessory use

Y

Y

L

L

Y

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, principal use

S

L

N

L

Y

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, accessory use

Y

Y

L

Y

Y

Bed and breakfast

N

N

N

Y

N

Hotel, commercial

L

N

N

Y

N

Hotel, residential

N

N

N

Y

N

Tavern

L

L

L

Y

L

General Motor Vehicle

Parking

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD SERVICE USES

Brewpub

L

L

L

Y

L

Assembly Hall

N

N

S

L

N

Restaurant without drive-through facility

L

L

L

Y

L

Restaurant with drive-through facility

S

S

N

S

N

Park or playground

S

S

S

S

S

Festival grounds

N

N

N

N

N

Recreation facility, indoor

S

S

S

S

N

Recreation facility, outdoor

N

N

N

S

N

Health club

L

L

N

Y

N

Sports facility

N

S

N

S

N

Gaming facility

N

S

N

N

N

Theater

N

N

N

Y

N

Convention and exposition

S

N

N

S

N

ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION USES

Marina

Y

Y

L

Y

Y

Outdoor racing facility

N

N

N

N

S

Recycling collection facility

S

Y

N

S

Y

Mixed-waste processing facility

N

L

N

S

L

Material reclamation facility

N

N

N

N

L

Salvage operation, indoor

L

L

N

L

L

Salvage operation, outdoor

N

S

N

S

S

Wholesale and distribution facility, indoor

Y

Y

Y

L

Y

Wholesale and distribution facility, outdoor

S

Y

S

S

Y

STORAGE, RECYCLING AND WHOLESALE TRADE USES
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Zoning 295-803-2-e
e.
Cultural Institution. e-1. In the IM district, the use shall be located on an arterial or collector street
and on a site that is at least 10,000 square feet in area.
e-2. In the IC district, the use shall be located on an arterial or collector street and limited to an art
gallery.
f.
General Office or Government Office. The structure to be occupied was constructed prior to
October 1, 2002, was originally designed and intended to be occupied in whole or in part by a non-industrial
principal use and has been occupied by such non-industrial principal use within the past 12 months.
g.
Retail Establishment, General. The use is primarily a showroom sales facility where the majority of
items on display are purchased in bulk or by order, or are produced on site. This includes, but is not limited to,
building products, interior fixtures and furnishings, antiques and items produced on site. The sales facility is
primarily open to contractors and building industry professionals, but is also open to the general public.
h.
Home Improvement Center. h-1. The use shall not exceed 15,000 square feet in gross floor area.
h-2. Outdoor storage related to home improvement sales or storage shall not be located in the front
setback.
i.
Secondhand Store. i-1. In the IC district, resale of used merchandise shall be limited to building and
finishing materials, household and office fixtures and furnishings, and home improvement supplies.
i-2.
In the IM district, all drop-offs of consignment or donated items shall occur inside the building.
j.
Outdoor Merchandise Sales. j-1. No portion of the outdoor area where goods are displayed for sale
is located within 150 feet of a residential use.
j-2.
The premises contains at least one enclosed, permanent building.
j-3.
No used merchandise is offered for sale.
k.
Health Clinic. The use shall be located on an arterial or collector street.
L.
Animal Hospital/Clinic, Animal Boarding Facility or Animal Grooming or Training Facility. No outdoor
run or outdoor kennels shall be provided on the premises.
m.
Light Motor Vehicle Sales Facility or Heavy Motor Vehicle Sales Facility. The facility was in
operation on October 1, 2002 and has been in operation within the past 12 months.
n.
Light Motor Vehicle Rental Facility or Heavy Motor Vehicle Rental Facility. Not more than 15
vehicles available for rent may be kept on the premises.
o.
Light Motor Vehicle Repair Facility or Light Motor Vehicle Body Shop. o-1. No junk motor vehicle,
as defined in s. 80-49, shall be stored outdoors on the premises.
o-2. No motor vehicle parts or motor vehicle repair equipment shall be stored or kept outdoors on the
premises.
o-3. Outdoor storage of motor vehicles shall be screened in accordance with s. 295-405-4.
o-4. In the IO1 and I02 districts, the repair facility or body shop was in operation on October 1, 2002, and
has been in operation within the past 12 months.
p.
Light Motor Vehicle Outdoor Storage. The facility was in operation on October 1, 2002, and has
been in operation within the past 12 months. If this standard is not met, the use shall be a prohibited use.
q.
Heavy Motor Vehicle Repair Facility or Heavy Motor Vehicle Body Shop. q-1. No junk motor
vehicle, as defined in s. 80-49, shall be stored outdoors on the premises.
q-2. No motor vehicle parts or motor vehicle repair equipment shall be stored or kept outdoors on the
premises.
q-3. Outdoor storage of motor vehicles shall be screened in accordance with s. 295-405-4.
q-4. If the use is located within 150 feet of a residential district, it shall be totally enclosed within a
building and it shall not operate between the hours of 7 p.m. and 7 a.m.
r.
Heavy Motor Vehicle Outdoor Storage. The facility was in operation on October 1, 2002, and has
been in operation within the past 12 months. If this standard is not met, the use shall be a prohibited use.
s.
Electric Vehicle Charging Facility or Parking Lot, Principal Use.
s-1. The width of the paved parking area shall not exceed 45 feet as measured from side lot line to side
lot line.
s-2. The use shall not be immediately adjacent to another premises containing a parking lot or electric
vehicle charging facility as a principal use.
s-3. No alley shall be relied upon for vehicular circulation purposes.
s-4
The parking lot or electric vehicle charging facility shall not be located on a corner lot.
t.
Parking Lot, Accessory Use. The parking lot shall not be located between the street façade of a
principal building and a street lot line.
u.
Parking Structure, Principal Use or Accessory Use. At least 50% of the street frontage of the streetlevel area shall be devoted to any other use or uses listed as permitted in the district or approved by the board.

-877-

10/12/2021

295-803-2-v Zoning
v.
Heavy Motor Vehicle Parking Lot, Principal Use. The parking lot shall not exceed 9,000 square feet
or 30 parking spaces.
w.
Heavy Motor Vehicle Parking Lot, Accessory Use. The parking lot shall not be located between the
street façade of a principal building and a street lot line.
x.
Commercial Hotel. The use shall be located on an arterial or collector street.
y.
Tavern or Brewpub. The use shall be located on an arterial or collector street or on a lot with
water frontage.
z.
Assembly Hall. z-1. The use shall be located on the premises of, and accessory to, a
restaurant or tavern.
z-2.
The use shall operate within the business hours of the restaurant or tavern to which it is
accessory.
z-3.
The restaurant or tavern to which the use is accessory holds all licenses necessary to facilitate
events in the assembly hall, including but not limited to food dealer, alcohol beverage or public entertainment
premises licenses.
aa.
Restaurant without Drive-through Facility. aa-1. The use shall be located on an arterial or
collector street or on a lot with water frontage.
aa-2.
The floor area of the restaurant shall not exceed 6,000 square feet.
cc.
Health Club. The use shall be located on an arterial or collector street.
dd.
Marina. No indoor or outdoor storage of boats shall be permitted as an exclusive or primary
use. If this standard is not met, the use shall be a prohibited use.
ee.
Mixed-waste Processing Facility. If the use is located within 150 feet of a residential district, it
shall be totally enclosed within a building and it shall not operate between the hours of 7 p.m. and 7 a.m.
ff.
Material Reclamation Facility. The use shall be contained entirely within a building and, if
located within 150 feet of a residential district, shall not operate between the hours of 7 p.m and 7 a.m.
gg.
Salvage Operation, Indoor. If the use is located within 150 feet of a residential district, special
use approval shall be required.
hh.
Wholesale and Distribution Facility, Indoor. hh-1. The gross floor area of the building devoted
to storage as a principal use shall not exceed 3,600 square feet.
hh-2.
Storage of hazardous materials as described in s. 295-201-627 shall be prohibited.
ii.
Storage Facility, Indoor. ii-1. If the premises is located in an IC district:
ii-1-a.
The use is accessory to a permitted principal use or a use otherwise approved by the board, and
located on the same premises as that use, or the use is located off-premises but is used in an accessory
manner to a principal use located within 150 feet of the indoor storage facility and both premises are under the
same ownership.
ii-1-b.
If located on the first floor, the use is not located within 25 feet of the primary street façade of
the building, regardless of whether the use is located on the same premises or a different premises than the
principal use
ii-2.
If the premises is located in an IM district:
ii-2-a.
The gross floor area of the building devoted to storage as a principal use shall not exceed 3,600
square feet.
ii-2-b.
Storage of hazardous materials as described in s. 295-201-627 shall be prohibited.
jj.
Truck Freight Terminal. The use shall not be located within 500 feet of a residential district.
kk.
Large Alcohol Beverage Facility. Annual production of fermented malt beverages shall not
exceed 70,000 barrels. If annual production of fermented malt beverages exceeds 70,000 barrels or the
facility produces vinous or distilled spirits, the facility shall be a special use.
LL.
Raising of Livestock. The use is limited to aquaculture or the raising of chickens or bees, as
permitted under ch. 78.
mm.
Transmission Tower. mm-1. The tower shall comply with the applicable provisions of s. 295413.
mm-2.
The height of the tower shall not exceed 85 feet. A tower exceeding 85 feet may be permitted
as a special use.
nn.
Substation/Distribution Equipment, Outdoor. nn-1. All structures associated with the use shall
be screened in accordance with s. 295-405-6-c.
nn-2.
No structure associated with the use shall be located within 25 feet of a street lot line.
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Zoning 295-903-2-a

Table 295-903-2-a
PARKS DISTRICT USE TABLE
Y=Permitted Use
S=Special Use

L=Limited Use
N=Prohibited Use

Zoning District

Uses

PK

Government office

Y

Bank or other financial institution

N

Currency exchange, payday loan agency or title loan agency

N

Installment loan agency

N

Cash-for-gold business

N

Pawn shop

N

Retail establishment, general

L

Garden supply or landscaping center

N

Home improvement

N

Secondhand store

N

Outdoor merchandise sales

N

Artist studio

N

Adult retail establishment

N

HEALTH CARE AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE
Medical office

N

Health clinic

N

Hospital

N

Medical research laboratory

N

Medical service facility

N

Social service facility

N

Emergency residential shelter

N

Nursing home

N

GENERAL SERVICE USES
Personal service

N

Business service

N

Catering service

N

Funeral home

N

Laundromat

N

Dry cleaning establishment

N

Furniture and appliance rental and leasing

N

Household maintenance and repair service

N

Tool/equipment rental facility

N

Animal Services
Animal hospital/clinic

N

Animal boarding facility

N

Animal grooming or training facility

N

MOTOR VEHICLE USES
Light Motor Vehicle
Sales facility

N

Rental facility

N
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295-903-2-a Zoning
Table 295-903-2-a
PARKS DISTRICT USE TABLE
Y=Permitted Use
S=Special Use

L=Limited Use
N=Prohibited Use

Zoning District

Uses

PK

Repair facility

N

Body shop

N

Outdoor storage

N

Wholesale facility

N

Heavy Motor Vehicle
Sales facility

N

Rental facility

N

Repair facility

N

Body shop

N

Outdoor storage

N

General Motor Vehicle
Filling station

N

Car wash

N

Non-restaurant drive-through facility

N

Electric vehicle charging facility

S

Parking
Parking lot, principal use

S

Parking lot, accessory use

Y

Parking structure, principal use

S

Parking structure, accessory use

S

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, principal use

N

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, accessory use

N

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD SERVICE USES
Bed and breakfast

N

Hotel, commercial

N

Hotel, residential

N

Tavern

N

Brewpub

N

Assembly Hall

L

Restaurant without drive-through facility

L

Restaurant with drive-through facility

N

ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION USES
Park or playground

Y

Festival grounds

N

Recreation facility, indoor

Y

Recreation facility, outdoor

Y

Health club

N

Sports facility

S

Gaming facility

N

Theater

L

Convention and exposition center

S

Marina

L

Uses
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Zoning 295-905-2-a
Table 295-905-2-a
INSTITUTIONAL DISTRICT USE TABLE
Y=Permitted Use
S=Special Use

L=Limited Use
N=Prohibited Use

Zoning District

Uses

TL

Community center

S

Religious assembly

Y

Cemetery or other place of interment

Y

Public safety facility

Y

Correctional facility

S

COMMERCIAL AND OFFICE USES
General office

Y

Government office

Y

Bank or other financial institution

L

Currency exchange, payday loan agency or title loan agency

S

Installment loan agency

S

Cash-for-gold business

S

Pawn shop

S

Retail establishment, general

L

Garden supply or landscaping center

N

Home improvement center

N

Secondhand store

N

Outdoor merchandise sales

N

Artist studio

Y

Adult retail establishment

N

HEALTH CARE AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE
Medical office

Y

Health clinic

S

Hospital

S

Medical research laboratory

Y

Medical service facility

S

Social service facility

S

Emergency residential shelter

S

Nursing home

Y

GENERAL SERVICE USES
Personal service

L

Business service

L

Catering service

Y

Funeral home

Y

Laundromat

S

Dry cleaning establishment

S

Furniture and appliance rental and leasing

N

Household maintenance and repair service

N

Tool/equipment rental facility

N

Animal Services
Animal hospital/clinic

N
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295-905-2-a Zoning

Table 295-905-2-a
INSTITUTIONAL DISTRICT USE TABLE
Y=Permitted Use
S=Special Use

L=Limited Use
N=Prohibited Use

Uses

Zoning District
TL

Animal boarding facility

N

Animal grooming or training facility

N

MOTOR VEHICLE USES
Light Motor Vehicle
Sales facility

N

Rental facility

N

Repair facility

N

Body shop

N

Outdoor storage

N

Wholesale facility

N

Heavy Motor Vehicle
Sales facility

N

Rental facility

N

Repair facility

N

Body shop

N

Outdoor storage

N

General Motor Vehicle
Filling station

N

Car wash

N

Non-restaurant drive-through facility

L

Electric vehicle charging facility

S

Parking
Parking lot, principal use

S

Parking lot, accessory use

Y

Parking structure, principal use

S

Parking structure, accessory use

S

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, principal use

N

Heavy motor vehicle parking lot, accessory use

N

ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD SERVICE USES
Bed and breakfast

S

Hotel, commercial

N

Hotel, residential

N

Tavern

N

Brewpub

N

Assembly hall

L

Restaurant without drive-through facility

S

Restaurant with drive-through facility

N

ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION USES
Park or playground

Y

Festival grounds

Y

Recreation facility, indoor

S
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