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 b. There shall be a processing fee of 
$8 for each conditional permit. 
 10. COPIES OF RECORDS; 
CERTIFIED.   a. The fee for making a 
certified copy of any public record on file in the 
office of the commissioner shall be $2 per certificate 
plus the reproduction fee established pursuant to s. 
81-38.5. 
 b. The fee for reproducing any size or 
type of record shall be set by the commissioner 
equivalent to the actual cost of reproduction.  A list 
of the reproduction fees shall be posted in the 
appropriate department. 
 11. ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 
AND REPAIRS. Electrical repairs involving the 
replacement of a single existing light fixture, 
convenience outlet or switch, which do not involve 
changes to existing wiring, change of a circuit or 
increase in size of load, can be made without 
permit, providing these repairs do not conflict with 
any regulation of this code.  The following fees shall 
be collected when permits are submitted for 
commercial electrical installation or repair, or for 
residential remodeling projects that involve any of 
the following electrical installations or repairs: 
 a. Air conditioner outlet for one and 2- 
family dwelling units: $20.  
 b-1. Air conditioner other than one and 
2-family dwellings: $35 minimum. 
 b-2. Air conditioning with heat or roof 
top unit: $50. 
 c. Capacitor or converter: $50. 
 d. Dimmer: $5. 
 e. Dishwasher: $15. 
 f. Dryer (electric) outlet: $15. 
 g. Feeder:  
 g-1. Up to 400 amps: $40. 
 g-2. 401-600 amps: $100.  
 g-3. 601-800 amps: $140.  
 g-4. 801-1000 amps: $180.  
 g-5. Over 1000 amps: $220.  
 g-6. Feeder over 600 volts: $250.  
 g-7. Feeder switch located at meter 
main enclosure: $30.  
 h. Fire alarm system: 
 h-1. Fire alarm panel: $75. 
 h-2 Fire alarm initiating and indicating 
device: $7. 
 h-3. Fire pump: $150. 
 h-4. Fire pump controller: $75. 
 i. Furnace with motor: $15. 
 j.  Garbage disposal:  $10. 
 k.  Generator:  
 k-1.  0-5 KW: $20.  
 k-2.  6-15 KW: $30. 
 k-3.  16-30 KW: $75. 
 k-4.  31-100 KW: $100. 

 k-5. over 100 KW $250. 
 L.  Heater (electric): $1 per kilowatt. 
 m.  Hot tub or swimming pool: $60. 
 n. Fuel pump: $30. 
 o. Luminaire:   
 o-1. Luminaire, new or replacement: 
$6. 
 o-2.  Luminaire repair: $2. 
 q.  Machine - moving picture, 
stereoptician, x-ray, high frequency therapeutic 
apparatus, etc.: $50. 
 r.  Minimum permit fee:  $75 for 
installations and repairs in one and 2-family 
dwellings; $85 for installations and repairs in other 
than one and 2-family dwellings. 
 s.  Motor and motor control.  
 s-1.  Motor. 
 s-1-a.  0-2 HP; $5. 
 s-1-b.  2.1–10 HP: $15. 
 s-1-c.  10.1-20 HP: $35. 
 s-1-d.  21-50 HP: $70. 
 s-1-e.  51-100 HP: $150. 
 s-1-f.  101-150 HP: $250. 
 s-1-g.  Over 150 HP: $300. 
 s-2.  Motor control: $35. 
 t.  Outlet for switch, receptacle, 
device, etc.: $2. 
 u.  Range (electric):  $15. 
 v.  Reactor or rectifier: $50.  
 w.  Reinspection fee: w-1. Assessed 
on second inspection for compliance: $100.   
 w-2.  Each additional inspection after 
the second: $200. Failure to pay reinspection fees 
after one notice may result in the withholding of 
future permits.  
 y.  Service with one service switch:  
 y-1.  Up to 400 amps: $100.  
 y-2.  401-600 amps: $110.  
 y-3.  601-800 amps: $120.  
 y-4.  801-1000 amps: $130.  
 y-5.  Over 1000 amps: $140.  
 y-6.  Service over 600 volts: $200. 
 y-7.  Each additional service switch: 
$25. 
 ya.  Refrigeration, commercial: $30. 
 yb.  Solar PV:  
 yb-1.  0-20 kilowatts: $70. 
 yb-2.  20.1-35 kilowatts: $100. 
 yb-3.  35.1-50 kilowatts: $150. 
 yb-4.  50.1-75 kilowatts: $200. 
 yb-5.  75.1-100 kilowatts: $250. 
 yb-6.  Over 100 kilowatts: $300. 
 yc.  Sump pump:  $5. 
 yd.  Strip lighting – plug-in strip, similar 
systems: $10.  
 ye.  Transformer:  
 ye-1.  1-10 KVA: $7.50.
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 ye-2.  11-50 KVA: $35. 
 ye-3.  51-100 KVA: $75. 
 ye-4.  101-200 KVA: $150. 
 ye-5.  201-300 KVA: $250. 
 ye-6.  Over 300 KVA : $350. 
 yf.  Water heater (electrical):  $15. 
 yg.  Welding outlet:  $15. 
 yh.  Whirlpool tub: $60. 
 yi.  Wireway, busway, underfloor 
raceway, gutter, trough: $10. 
 yj.  Sign: $30. 
 yk.  Special inspection: $200. 
 yL.  Requested inspection during non-
working hours: $200. 
 ym.  Transfer switch: $35. 
 yn.  Time clock: $6. 
 yo.  Failure to call for inspection: $75. 
 yp.  Temporary wiring installation: $85. 
 yq.  Fan and motor: $10. 
 yr.  There shall be a processing fee of 
$8 for each electrical installation or repair permit 
issued. 
 13. ELEVATORS.  
 a. Inspection Fees.  Fees for periodic 
inspections and reinspections of all classes of 
elevators and lifting devices within the scope of ch. 
SPS 318, Wis. Adm. Code, shall be as follows: 
 a-1. Periodic inspections and 
reinspections: 
 a-1-a-1.  Class 1, 2, 3 and 6 (up to 4 
landings): $140 for hydraulic elevators, and $160 for 
traction elevators. 
 a-1-a-2.  Class 1, 2, 3 and 6 (5-10 landings): 
$180 for hydraulic elevators, and $180 for traction 
elevators. 
 a-1-b. Class 1, 2, 3 and 6 (5 to 10 
landings):  $140. 
 a-1-c. Each additional landing $8. 
 a-1-d. Class 7: $320. 
 a-1-e. Class 2A, 4, 5 and 8: $160.
 a-1-f. Each reinspection of an elevator 
shall be charged an inspection fee the same as 
subpars. a to e until the elevator is certified. 
 a-2. Reinspection of new installation to 
determine compliance (Classes  2A and 8):  $160.  
(Classes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 for hydraulic 
elevators): $240.   (Classes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 for 
traction elevators): $320. 
 b. Types of Elevator. The following is 
an identification of the various classes used in par. 
a: 
 b-1. Class 1: freight elevators (single 
belt, double belt and cable controlled sidewalk 
elevators), sidewalk type elevators and grade level 
elevators. 
 b-2. Class 2: passenger and all other 
freight elevators not in Class 1. 

 b-3. Class 2A: lifting devices used by 
the physically disabled. 
 b-4. Class 3: material lifts. 
 b-5. Class 4: personnel hoists. 
 b-6. Class 5: hand power elevators. 
 b-7. Class 6: dumbwaiters (power). 
 b-8. Class 7: escalators, moving walks 
and moving ramps per unit; a single section having 
a travel of one floor defines an escalator unit. 
 b-9. Class 8: special purpose 
personnel elevators. 
 c. Certificate of Operation. The fee 
for a certificate of operation shall be $100. 
 d. Construction Permit Fees.  
 d-1. New Installation.  The fees for 
permits required by this subsection shall be 
charged at the rate of 1.6% of the total cost of 
installation, with a minimum permit fee of $800 for 
a traction elevator, other driving machines, 
escalator or moving walk.  There shall be a 
minimum permit fee of $720 for a hydraulic 
elevator and a minimum permit fee of $640 for a 
dumbwaiter, platform lift, stair chair lift or special 
application elevator. 
 d-2. Application, Repairs and 
Remodeling.  The fees for the review of alteration, 
repairs or remodeling of such existing devices by 
this paragraph shall be charged at the rate of 1.6% 
of the total cost of installation, with a minimum 
permit fee of $400 for a traction elevator, other 
elevator driver machines, an escalator or a moving 
sidewalk. There shall be a minimum permit fee of 
$360 for a hydraulic elevator, a minimum permit 
fee of $320 for a dumbwaiter, platform lift, stair 
chair lift, or special application elevator. 
 e. Repair Permit Fees.  The fees for 
installation or alteration permits required by s. SPS 
302-15, Wis. Adm. Code, shall be charged at the 
rate of 1.6% of the total cost of repair, with a 
minimum fee of $65. 
 13.5. EROSION CONTROL.  a. The 
fees for erosion control permits shall be as follows: 
 a-1. One- and 2- family lots: $175 per 
lot.  
 a-2. Multi-family, commercial, industrial 
and institutional lots; $167 per building plus $5 per 
1,000 square feet of disturbed lot area, with a 
maximum fee of $2000. 
 b-1. The plan examination fee for 
erosion control measures for sites less than one 
acre shall be $125. 
 b-2. The plan examination fee for 
erosion control measures for all other sites shall be 
$175. 
 c. There shall be a processing fee of 
$8 for each erosion control permit issued.
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 CHAPTER 236 
 HAZARDOUS OCCUPANCIES 
 
 TABLE 
 
236-01 Adoption of State Code 
236-11 Spray Coating 
236-21 Flammable and Combustible 

 Liquids 
236-31 Fireworks 
236-41 Hazardous Substance Spills 
236-51 Hazardous Substance 

 Identification System 
 
236-01. Adoption of State Code. Except as 
otherwise provided in this chapter, the city of 
Milwaukee adopts chs. ACTP 93, SPS 310 and 
340, Wis. Adm. Code, as amended, as part of this 
code. 
 
236-11. Spray Coating. 1. SCOPE AND 
PURPOSE. a. Scope. These rules shall govern the 
use and control of all spray coating apparatus, in 
every place of employment; provided, however, 
that they shall not prohibit any farmer, 
horticulturist, fruit grower or other person engaged 
in farming or fruit or vegetable growing from using 
spray coating apparatus for the purpose of 
spraying trees, shrubs and vines with chemicals to 
protect the same from disease; or prohibit any 
dairyman, creamery owner or operator or other 
person from using any spray coating apparatus to 
spray any building or part thereof with solutions 
composed of water and chemicals of recognized 
value in keeping said building in a sanitary 
condition. 

b. Existing Booths. These rules are not 
applicable to existing installations except where 
adequate protection to the health and safety of the 
operator or helper requires alterations. All such 
alterations shall show reasonably close adherence 
to the provisions of these rules.   

c. Plans, Booth Installations. Plans and 
specifications in duplicate shall be submitted to the 
commissioner of city development for approval 
before installing any spray booth.   

2. DEFINITIONS. a. Apparatus, Spray 
Coating. Any and all devices used in the 
application of finishing materials by a method 
employing air pressure. 
 

 b. Approved. Of such design and 
arrangement as to meet the approval of the 
commissioner. 

c. Booths: Cabinet, Canopy, Room and 
Tunnel.  c-1. Cabinet booth. An enclosure open on 
one side only and equipped with independent 
exhaust system.   

c-2. Canopy Booth. An overhead dome 
enclosure open on all sides at the bottom and 
equipped with an independent exhaust system.   

c-3. Room Booth. A room or enclosure 
equipped with independent exhaust system.   

c-4. Tunnel Booth. An enclosure with 
both ends open, equipped with independent 
exhaust system.   

d. Breathing Zone. The immediate area 
around the mouth and nose of the operator while 
in a working position.   

e. Contaminated Airway. A 
contaminated airway in connection with any type of 
spray booth is any duct, chamber or space 
containing vapors or fumes of a deleterious, 
flammable or explosive character, or of other 
harmful nature, generated by spray coating 
operations.   

f. Discharge Orifice. An opening 
through which ventilating air is discharged from a 
booth.   

g. Discharge Pipe. An extension of the 
discharge orifice to convey spray-laden or 
contaminated air to the outside atmosphere.   

h. Distributor Plates. Solid or perforated 
noncombustible plates placed in a booth to deflect 
and distribute air currents.   

i. Exhaust System. All equipment 
connected with the removal of ventilating air from 
the spray zone.   

j. Incombustible Material. Material 
which cannot be burned.   

k. Installations, Existing and New.  
k-1. Existing installations. 

Installations in existence and use prior to the 
effective date of this code.   

k-2. New installations. Installations 
completed, or the contracts for which are let after 
the effective date of these rules.   

L. Lamps, Extension, Portable, 
Explosion-proof and Vapor-proof.  

L-1. Extension lamp. Lamp or extension 
cord not fixed, nor self-supporting, and not 
equipped with standard.   
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L-2. Portable, explosion-proof lamp. A 
portable explosion-proof lamp is a lamp not fixed, 
but with self-supporting, properly weighted stand, 
capable of being readily moved and having the 
lighting unit so designed and constructed that its 
use to provide artificial illumination at different 
points within any type of spray booth will not ignite 
any fumes, vapors or residues formed in the 
process of coating objects with a spray gun.   

L-3. Vapor-proof or vapor-tight lamp. A 
lamp that is so enclosed that vapor will not enter 
the enclosure.   

m. Orifice Outlet. See Discharge orifice.  
n. Place of Employment. For purposes 

of administering this code, a place of employment 
is any place where spray coating is being carried 
on for profit.   

o. Pressure, Atomizing and Paint.   
o-1. Atomizing pressure. Pressure of the 

air used to atomize or break up the paint or other 
coating material.   

o-2. Paint pressure. Pressure in a closed 
tank bearing on the paint or other coating material 
to raise it to the spray gun level.   

p. Pressure Regulator. An instrument 
or device for regulating or controlling air pressure.  

q. Pressure Tank. A tank in which air 
pressure is used to develop pressure on paint or 
other coating material.   

r. Respirators, Air Line and Chemical 
Cartridge. r-1. Air line respirator. A device 
consisting of a hood or head and face covering to 
which fresh air is fed, creating a slight outward 
pressure excluding fumes and mist, thus permitting 
breathing of uncontaminated air.   

r-2. Chemical cartridge respirator. A 
respirator which is equipped with a chemical 
cartridge which mechanically removes solid 
particles and chemically removes vapors from air 
being breathed.   

s. Settling Chamber. A space located 
in the exhaust air stream for the purpose of 
collecting solids in spray mist.   

t. Spray Gun. A mechanical device 
employing air pressure for the application of 
paints, varnishes, lacquers and similar finishing 
materials.   
 

 u. Vacuum Type Feed Cup. 
(Sometimes erroneously referred to as a siphon 
type.) A type of materials container in which the 
liquid is drawn into the atomizing air stream by a 
partial vacuum created by the flow of air over the 
paint chamber outlet opening.   

v. Ventilating System. See Exhaust 
system. 

3. SPRAY COATING OF BUILDINGS, 
STRUCTURES, AND OUTDOOR SPRAYING.  

a. Scope. The requirements of this 
section shall apply to all spray coating operations 
on buildings, ships and structures of any kind or 
nature, and to all outdoor spray coating operations, 
but these requirements need not apply to spray 
coating operations in approved booths.   

b. Equipment. b-1. Type of Equipment. 
Any type of equipment may be used, except the 
vacuum type of more than one quart capacity. 

Note: The vacuum type of spray coating 
apparatus is sometimes erroneously referred to as 
siphon type, suction type and ejector type. 

b-2. Character of Equipment. All spraying 
equipment shall be complete in all details essential 
to effective operating and prevention of excessive 
mist. 

c. Operation. c-1. Nozzle Distance from 
Surface. During operation the nozzle of the spray 
gun shall not at any time be more than 13 inches 
from the surface being spray coated.   

c-2. Scaffolding. When necessary, 
scaffolding or other approved support shall be 
used so that the maximum allowable distance 
between the gun nozzle and surface being spray 
coated will not be exceeded.   

c-3. Maximum Allowable Paint Pressure. 
The paint pressure shall at no time exceed that 
necessary to produce a free flow of paint at the 
nozzle when the gun is operated independent of 
atomizing pressure.   

Note a. Testimony of spray gun manufacturers 
and observations have shown that excessive paint 
pressure over that actually necessary to produce 
this result requires a correspondingly higher 
atomizing pressure, resulting in excessive mist. 

Note b. Exterior painting-wind advantage. 
During exterior spray coating, the operator shall at 
all times take advantage of draft and wind 
conditions, spraying with the air current whenever 
possible. 
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f-2-b. Booths Not Store Rooms. No 
material or equipment shall be stored in any spray 
booth.   

Note: Isolated mixing rooms and pipe line 
circulation systems are recommended in every 
case where the spraying operations are 
extensively continuous. 
 
236-21.  Flammable and Combustible Liquids.  
In addition to the regulations set forth in ch. ACTP 
93, Wis. Adm. Code, above ground flammable 
liquid storage facilities shall comply with the 
following: 

1. FOAM EXTINGUISHING 
MATERIAL. a. All new and existing above ground 
tanks for the storage of Class I, II or III liquids in 
excess of 8,000 gallons shall be provided with a 
supply of aqueous film, foam-producing material 
suitable for use in the fire department's equipment, 
listed in Underwriters' Laboratories or Factory 
Mutual, in the quantity as follows: 
  

QUANTITY OF 
  3% AQUEOUS 
  ABOVE GROUND    FOAM 
STORAGE CAPACITY SOLUTION 
 
8,001 to 50,000 gallons   55 gallons 
50,001 to 150,000 gallons 110 gallons 
150,000 to 500,000 gallons 215 gallons 
Over 500,000 gallons 430 gallons 
 

b. The place and manner of storage of 
such material shall be as directed by the 
commissioner after obtaining approval from the fire 
chief, with particular consideration being given to 
accessibility for fire fighting purposes and 
susceptibility of the solution to freezing conditions. 
 The commissioner may prorate the amount of 
foam-producing liquid based upon the total storage 
capacity in an area which has been set aside or 
designated for the sole purpose of the erection of 
storage tanks. 
 

 c. Any and all material supplied for 
purposes of this subsection shall be compatible to 
the current equipment in use by the fire 
department. 

2. RELINING OF UNDERGROUND 
STORAGE TANKS.  The relining of steel, 
underground tanks used for the storage of 
flammable and combustible liquids shall be 
permitted, provided s. SPS  310.530, Wis. Adm. 
Code, are complied with and flex connectors are 
placed at the top of the tank and between the tank 
and the vent pipe. 
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7. AUTHORITY TO TERMINATE OR 
DELAY DISPLAY.  The department may order a 
display to be delayed or terminated if any 
requirement of this section is being violated or if 
the display is causing a hazard to life or property.  
If the department takes action under this section, a 
fireworks permit may not be issued to the 
contractor during the following 15 months. 

7.5. EXEMPTION.  This section shall not 
apply to employees and agents of Milwaukee 
county while they are on property owned by 
Milwaukee county under the control of General 
Mitchell International Airport or Timmerman Field. 

8. PENALTY. Any person violating this 
section shall upon conviction forfeit not less than 
$250 nor more than $1000, and upon default 
thereof shall be imprisoned in the county jail or 
house of correction for a period not to exceed 40 
days, or until the forfeiture and costs are paid. 
 
236-41. Hazardous Substance Spills.  

1. DEFINITIONS. In this section:   
a. "Discharge" includes, but is not 

limited to, any spilling, leaching, pumping, pouring, 
emitting, emptying, escaping, releasing, disposing, 
injecting or dumping of a hazardous substance. 

b. "Hazardous substance" means any 
substance or combination of substances including 
any waste of a solid, semisolid, liquid or gaseous 
form which may cause or significantly contribute to 
an increase in mortality or an increase in serious 
irreversible or incapacitating reversible illness or 
which may pose a substantial present or potential 
hazard to human health or the environment 
because of its quantity, concentration or physical, 
chemical or infectious characteristics. This term 
includes, but is not limited to, substances which 
are toxic, corrosive, flammable, irritants, strong 
sensitizes or explosives. 

c. "Storage" means containment in 
such a manner as not to constitute disposal.   

d. "Transport" means the movement 
from the point of generation of any intermediate 
site, and finally to the point of ultimate storage or 
disposal. 

e. "Treatment" means any method, 
technique or process, including neutralization, 
designed to change the physical, chemical or 
biological character or composition of a hazardous 
substance so as to render it nonhazardous, safer 
to transport, amenable for recovery or storage, or 
reduced in volume.   
 

2. DISCHARGES PROHIBITED. No 
person shall discharge or cause to be discharged 
any hazardous substance upon any public street, 
alley or property, surface waters, subsurface 
waters or aquifer into the air, or upon any private 
property except those areas specifically licensed 
for waste disposal or landfill activities. 

3. CONTAINMENT, CLEANUP AND 
RESTORATION. a. If a hazardous substance is 
discharged, the person responsible for the 
discharge shall immediately notify the fire, health 
and neighborhood services departments, the 
Milwaukee metropolitan sewerage district, 
Milwaukee county division of emergency 
government and the state of Wisconsin 
department of natural resources and begin 
immediate actions to contain, clean up and remove 
the offending substance, in a manner approved by 
the regulating agencies, to an approved repository 
and restore the site to its original condition to the 
extent practicable.   

b. If the person responsible for a 
discharge fails to comply with par. a, and the 
discharge presents an immediate risk to the public 
health, safety or environment, the fire, health or 
neighborhood services departments, their agents 
or contractors may either clean up the discharge 
and require reimbursement for actual and 
necessary expenses incurred for materials, 
supplies and equipment to the city by the person 
violating this section or issue orders to the violator 
for the clean up of the discharge.   

c. If the discharge of a hazardous 
substance is upon privately-owned property, upon 
written order to the owner, the owner shall begin 
immediate action to contain, clean up and remove 
the offending substance in a manner approved by 
the regulating agencies.  If the discharge presents 
an immediate risk to the public health, safety or 
environment, the fire, health or neighborhood 
services department or their agents or contractors 
may contain, clean up and remove the discharge 
and the cost of the containment, clean up and 
removal as a charge against the real estate, which 
shall be a lien upon the real estate and assessed 
and collected as a special charge, or in the 
alternative proceed against the property owner for 
the cost of containment, clean-up or removal. 
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4. ACCESS. When a prohibited 
discharge has occurred or is reasonably thought to 
have occurred, access to the site, upon notice to 
the owner or occupant whether on public or private 
land, shall be granted to fire, health and 
neighborhood services department personnel for 
the purpose of evaluating the extent of the 
discharge, monitoring the containment of the 
discharge, and monitoring the cleanup and 
restoration of the site. Notice to the owner or 
occupant is not required if the delay will result in 
imminent risk to public health or safety or the 
environment.   

5. EXEMPTIONS. a. The following are 
exempted from the reporting and penalty 
provisions of this section:   

a-1. Any person holding a valid permit for 
a water pollution discharge elimination system with 
respect to substances discharged within the limits 
authorized by the permit.   

a-2. Any person discharging in conformity 
with a permit or program approved under ch. 283, 
Wis. Stats.   

a-3. Any person applying a registered 
pesticide according to the label instructions.   

b. In addition, law enforcement officers 
or members of the fire, health or neighborhood 
services departments using hazardous substances 
in carrying out their responsibility to protect the 
public health, safety or welfare are exempted from 
the penalty provisions of this section, but shall 
report any discharge of a hazardous substance 
which occurs within the performance of their duty.   

6. PENALTY. Any person who violates 
this section shall be subject to a forfeiture of not 
more than $2,000. Upon default or refusal to pay 
such forfeiture, the person shall be imprisoned in 
the house of correction of Milwaukee County for 
not more than 60 days for each offense. 

7. SPECIAL PURPOSE ACCOUNT. All 
forfeiture payments derived from violations of this 
section shall be placed in a special purpose 
account to offset purchases of equipment and 
supplies used by the neighborhood services, fire 
and health departments in the cleanup or 
containment of hazardous substance spills.  
 
 

236-51.  Hazardous Substance Identification 
System. All fixed installation storage facilities 
containing hazardous materials as defined in 
s. 236-41-1-b shall comply with the provisions of 
NFPA No. 704, Standard for Hazard Identification 
System. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For legislative history of chapter 236, contact the 
Municipal Research Library. 
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240-01.  Adoption of State Code. Except as 
otherwise provided in this chapter, the city of 
Milwaukee adopts chs. SPS 320 to 325, Wis. Adm. 
Code, as amended, as part of this code.  
 
240-1. General Regulations. 1. PERMITS AND 
FEES. The city shall require permits and fees for 
construction, additions, alterations and repairs in 
accordance with ss. 200-24 to 200-33. 

2. LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY. The city 
shall not assume legal responsibility for the design 
or construction of dwellings.   

3. RETROACTIVITY. The provisions of 
the code are not retroactive. 

4. LANDSCAPING. The scope of this 
chapter does not extend to driveways, sidewalks, 
landscaping and other similar features not having 
an impact on the dwelling structure.  See s. 252-75 
for the landscaping requirements which apply to 
premises containing one- and 2-family dwellings. 

5. EXISTING DWELLING. The 
provisions of this chapter shall apply to additions 
and alterations to all one and 2-family dwellings 
existing prior to the effective date of this chapter 
[January 1, 1986] if construction was commenced 
after the effective date of this chapter. 
 
240-2. Zoning Restrictions on Construction. 
Buildings not more than 2 stories in height shall be 
of Type 7 construction or better when located in a 
restricted office, neighborhood shopping, local 
business, regional shopping or central business 
district. 
 
 

240-3. Pre-existing Structures. Although the 
uniform state one and 2-family dwelling code does 
not apply to additions or alterations to buildings 
erected prior to June 1, 1980, it is the intent of the 
city not to have a separate code in these 
instances. Should an owner, in the construction of 
an addition or alteration to a one or 2-family 
structure erected prior to June 1, 1980, find undue 
hardship in complying with any provisions of this 
chapter which are more restrictive than the former 
city one and 2-family code, the owner may petition 
the commissioner of city development for relief to 
build in accordance with ch. 33 of the Milwaukee 
building code of 1977 or the construction 
requirements of the “Southeast Wisconsin 
Alterations and Remodeling Guidelines” found in s. 
30.55 of the Wisconsin uniform building code.  

 
240-21. Elevation of Finished Yard Grade at the 
Building Perimeter.  The proposed finished yard 
grades of a newly-constructed one or 2-family 
dwelling at the building perimeter, as shown on the 
plat of survey required by s. 200-26-1-c, shall be 
compatible with adjacent properties and adjoining 
existing or proposed streets and alleys.  
Compatibility shall be determined using one or 
more of the following criteria: 

1. The elevation of existing or proposed 
public walks which adjoin the property. 

2. The elevation of existing or proposed 
streets which adjoin the property. 

3. The elevation of existing or proposed 
alleys which adjoin the property. 

4. The elevation of the lot as shown on 
the subdivision grading plan, if such plan exists.  In 
the absence of such plan, existing, established 
grades shall be used. 

5. The elevations of the lot lines of the 
adjacent properties. 

6. If an adjoining property has been 
developed, the finished yard grades of that 
property. 

7. If an adjoining property is not 
developed, the proposed finished yard grades of 
that property. 
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8. The natural drainage of the lot with 
respect to the topography of the lot and the 
surrounding topography. 

9. Natural features on the lot, such as 
wooded areas, that would be disturbed if the 
existing lot grade were to be altered.  
 
240-22.  Attics and Third Floor Spaces. 

1. ATTICS.  For all buildings regulated 
by this chapter and constructed prior to June 1, 
1980, an attic may not contain habitable space, 
bathrooms, toilet rooms or other plumbing fixtures. 
 In this subsection, "habitable space" means space 
for living, sleeping, eating or cooking.  Closets, hall 
storage or utility spaces and similar areas are not 
considered habitable space. The installation of a 
bathroom, toilet room or use of habitable space in 
an attic shall result in the classification of that level 
of the building as a story. 

2. THIRD FLOOR SPACES.  a. For all 
buildings regulated by this chapter and constructed 
prior to June 1, 1980, all 3rd floor spaces used for 
other than storage and loft space shall meet the 
exiting requirements in ch. SPS 321, Wis. Adm. 
Code, as amended, except that one of the 2 
required exits shall be a stair leading into the 
interior space of the 2nd floor, and the other exit 
shall be an interior stair discharging to grade. 

b. Third floor space used for other than 
storage may not contain bathrooms, toilet rooms, 
other plumbing fixtures or space used for eating 
and cooking. 
 
240-23.  Basement Rooms.  In existing buildings, 
no habitable rooms, including sleeping rooms, 
shall be located and maintained in a basement 
when not in compliance with the following: 

1. Ceiling height shall be in compliance 
with ch. SPS 21, Wis. Adm. Code, as amended. 

2. Light and ventilation requirements 
shall be in compliance with ch. SPS 21, Wis. Adm. 
Code, as amended. 

3. Exiting shall be in compliance with 
ch. SPS 21, Wis. Adm. Code, as amended. 

4. All walls and floors shall be damp 
proof and waterproof. 

5. Such rooms shall be fit for human 
habitation as determined by the department. 
 

240-25.  Foundation Repairs and Damp-
Proofing.  1. APPLICATION.  a. Any contractor 
engaged in foundation repairs or damp-proofing of 
a single or 2-family dwelling shall be required to 
obtain an alteration and repair permit from the 
department of city development prior to making 
any repairs. 

b. When applying for the permit, an 
applicant shall submit plans and specifications 
which shall include a statement of existing defects 
and an analysis of the cause of those defects to 
ensure that the plan addresses all conditions 
responsible for the defects and includes measures 
to correct them. 

2. REPAIR STANDARDS. 
a. EXTERIOR REPAIR STANDARDS. 
a-1. In the area of the repair, the 

following requirements shall apply: 
a-1-a. The portion of the wall to be repaired 

shall be excavated from grade to footing unless 
otherwise authorized in the permit and verified in 
the field by the inspector. 

a-1-b. When affected repairs include 
porches or stoops, the work must comply with this 
chapter. 

a-1-c. Exposed wall shall be cleaned. 
a-1-d. Loose parging shall be removed. 
a-1-e. Cracks and parging shall be repaired 

with Type M mortar or other approved material. 
a-1-f. Walls shall be returned as near as 

possible to plumb and damp-proofed with a heavy 
coat of bituminous damp-proofing material or other 
approved waterproof material. 

aB1-g. Existing drain tile systems shall be 
functional or repaired to function. 

a-1-h. Where a hydrostatic water problem 
is found to exist, a water collection drain tile 
system shall be installed in accordance with the 
code. 

a-2. Upon completion, the department 
shall inspect the repairs to insure compliance with 
par. a and authorize that backfill, with crushed rock 
or washed stone to within 18 inches of final grade, 
be completed. 

a-3. Final grade shall ensure drainage 
away from the foundation. 

a-4. No other form of wall repair or 
replacement shall be done without prior approval 
of the department of city development. 
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b. INTERIOR REPAIRS AND 
STANDARDS.  b-1. A wall may not be reinforced if 
the wall has not been made plumb to close any 
horizontal cracking.  Walls that are not plumb may 
be reinforced if supported by engineering data. 

b-2. Constructed masonry pilasters shall 
be made integral with the exterior wall and 
reinforced with at least 2-number 3 rods and filled 
with 3,000 PSI concrete or other approved 
material. 

b-3. No other form of reinforcement shall 
be done without prior approval by the department 
of city development. 

b-4. Affected walls to be repaired may 
have loose or cracked mortar joints cleaned to a 
minimum depth of 1/2 inch and tuckpointed with 
Type M mortar or other approved material. 

b-5. When installing weep holes in 
foundation walls, care shall be taken to provide 
adequate drainage from weep holes to drain tile by 
either stone or mechanical means.  There shall be 
no more than one weep hole per cell.  When the 
floor is replaced, a minimum of 3 inches of 
concrete shall be placed over drain tile and a 
minimum of 2 inches of concrete shall be placed 
over the footing, or be replaced to match the 
existing floor. 

b-6 Drain tile placed under the basement 
floor shall be open jointed drain tile, earthenware 
pipe or other approved material not less than 3 
inches in diameter and shall be covered with 
crushed rock or washed stone connected to a 
proper drain tile receiver or a properly functioning 
existing system.  Bleeders shall be open and 
functioning if present. 

c. As an alternative to par. a or b, 
repairs shall be in accordance with the 
requirements of the best management standards 
for foundation repair, dated January 8, 2008, 
adopted by the building inspectors association of 
southeastern Wisconsin. 
 
 
 
 
 
For legislative history of chapter 240, contact the 
Municipal Research Library. 
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 SUBCHAPTER 2 
 LICENSING 
 
275-20.  Licensing Of Licensed Dwelling 
Facilities.  1.  DEFINITION.  In this section, “offer” 
means to communicate a willingness, desire or 
intent. 

1.1 COMPLIANCE.  No person may 
operate or let to another for occupancy any 
licensed dwelling facility, except in compliance with 
the requirements of this section. 

1.2 POLICY.  The common council 
declares its purposes in adopting these provisions 
are to: 

a. Protect the public health, safety and 
welfare of the people of the city. 

b. Protect the character and stability of 
residential areas. 

c. Correct and prevent housing 
conditions that adversely affect or are likely to 
adversely affect the life, safety, general welfare 
and health of persons occupying licensed dwelling 
facilities. 

1.5. ADOPTION  OF  STATE   CODE.  
Except as otherwise provided in this subchapter, 
the city of Milwaukee adopts ch, ACTP 72, Wis. 
Adm. Code, as amended, as part of this code. 

2. LICENSE REQUIRED.  No person, 
firm or corporation, either as owner, operator, 
lessee, manager, officer or agent, may keep, 
maintain, conduct or operate for gain or profit, or 
may offer to keep, maintain, conduct or operate for 
gain or profit, any licensed dwelling facility in the 
city without first obtaining a license therefor in the 
manner hereinafter provided. 

3. APPLICATION.  License application 
forms shall be obtained from the city clerk and 
require the information specified in s. 85-12.  In 
addition, if the applicant is a nonresident of 
Milwaukee county, the application shall contain the 
name and street address of a local representative 
inside the Milwaukee county limits who shall be a 
natural person upon whom service can be made 
under this chapter of a summons or other 
processes issued by any court. 

4. PLAN OF OPERATION.  An 
application for a licensed dwelling facility license 
shall be accompanied by a completed plan of 
operation on a form provided therefor by the city 
clerk.  The plan of operation shall include: 

a. The planned hours of operation for the 
premises. 

b. The number of customers expected on 
a daily basis at the premises. 

c. The legal occupancy limit of the 
premises. 

d. The number of off-street parking 
spaces available at the premises. 

e. Plans the applicant has to provide 
security for the premises. 

f. Plans the applicant has to ensure the 
orderly appearance and operation of the premises 
with respect to litter and noise. 

g. Any other licenses held by the 
applicant or attached to the premises. 

h. A description of any provisions made 
for clean-up of the premises. 

j. Such other reasonable and pertinent 
information the common council or the  licensing 
committee may from time to time require. 

5.  CHANGES TO BE REPORTED. See 
ss. 85-35 to 85-39 for provisions relating to 
changes to applications and plans of operation. 

6. LICENSE FEE.  See s. 200-33 for the 
required license fee. 

7. AGE QUALIFICATION.  No license 
shall be issued to any person or any agent of a 
corporation or limited liability corporation who is 
not 18 years of age or older. 

8. DISQUALIFICATION.  Whenever any 
application is denied, or a license is revoked, 
surrendered or not renewed, the procedures for 
disqualification for license and change of 
circumstances provided in ss. 85-13 and 85-15 
shall apply. 
 9. INVESTIGATION.  Each application 
for a new license shall be referred to the chief of 
police, the commissioner of neighborhood services 
and the commissioner of health in accordance with 
s. 85-21. 
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 10. OBJECTION. An objection to issuance 
of a license shall be based on the factors set forth 
in s. 85-2.7-4.  If the local common council 
member, chief of police or commissioner 
recommends against an application, no license 
shall be issued unless the applicant requests, in 
writing, an appeal before the licensing committee.  
An appeal shall be requested no more than 10 
working days after the date on which the applicant 
was notified of the recommendation of the 
common council member, chief or commissioner.  
An appeal shall be forwarded by the city clerk to 
the licensing committee for its recommendation as 
to whether a license should be granted.  The 
procedure for considering an appeal shall be as 
provided in s. 85-2.7. 
 11. ISSUANCE.  
 a. General.  See s. 85-12.5 for provisions 
relating to the issuance of a license. 
 b  Occupancy.  Each license shall list 
the maximum number of persons that may reside 
in the total building or portion thereof for which the 
license is issued. 
 c. Expiration.  A license shall expire on 
the date specified, unless sooner suspended or 
revoked as provided in this section. 
 12. POSTING.  Each license shall be 
posted in a conspicuous place on the premises. 
 13. TRANSFER.  No license for a licensed 
dwelling facility may be transferred.  See s. 85-19 
for additional provisions relating to the transfer of a 
license and change of licensee names. 
 14. RENEWAL. Application for renewal of 
a license shall be made to the city clerk in 
accordance with the provisions of s. 85-26. The 
city clerk shall refer the application to the chief of 
police.  If the applicant still meets the licensing 
qualifications, the license shall be issued unless a 
written objection has been filed under s. 85-3.  If 
there is objection to renewal of the license, the 
procedure for considering the renewal application 
shall be as specified in ss. 85-3 to 85-5. 
 15. REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF 
LICENSE.  Any license issued under this section 
may be suspended or revoked for cause by the 
common council after notice to the licensee and a 
hearing.  Notice and hearing on the revocation 
shall be conducted in accordance with s. 85-3.  

 16. DUE PROCESS AND COMMON 
COUNCIL REVIEW.  If there is a possibility that 
the licensing committee will not recommend 
renewal of the license, or if revocation proceedings 
are initiated, the procedures for notice and 
committee hearing and for the committee report, 
recommendations and common council 
consideration in ss. 85-3 to 85-5 shall apply. 
 17. CAUSES FOR NONRENEWAL, 
SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION.  In addition to 
the provisions of s. 85-4-4, the recommendation of 
the committee may also be based upon evidence 
including sub. 20 and any of the following: 
 a. A conviction of the licensee, the 
licensee’s agent, manager, operator or any other 
employee for keeping a gambling house or house 
of prostitution or for any violation of law, the 
circumstances of which are substantially related to 
the circumstances of the operation of the licensed 
dwelling facility. 
 b. The licensed dwelling facility is 
operated in such a manner that it generates 
complaints from neighbors or residents relating to, 
but not limited to, loud and raucous noise, 
undesirable activities of residents or guests of 
residents, and has a substantial adverse effect 
upon the health, safety, convenience or property 
interests of the surrounding neighborhood.  
 c. The conviction of the licensee, local 
representative of the licensee or the officers or 
directors of a corporation, or any employee for any 
felony, misdemeanor or civil forfeiture the 
circumstances of which substantially relate to the 
operation of the licensed dwelling facility. 
 d. The police department receives calls 
for service at the licensed dwelling facility for such 
reasons and in such numbers as to indicate the 
dwelling facility constitutes a threat to the health, 
safety, convenience or property interests of the 
surrounding neighborhood. 
 e. The licensed dwelling facility is in 
violation of this code or has had separate orders to 
correct violations issued on substantially the same 
code violations within an 18-month period. 
 f. The licensed dwelling facility is 
operated in such a manner that it constitutes a 
public or private nuisance or that conduct on or by 
the residents and guests of the licensed premises 
has had a substantial adverse effect upon the 
health, safety, convenience or property interests of 
the immediate neighborhood. 
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 SUBCHAPTER 7 
 SANITATION AND PEST CONTROL 
 
275-80.  Scope.  This subchapter governs the 
responsibility of persons for the maintenance of 
structures, equipment and premises thereof. 
 
275-81. Sanitary Conditions. 1. CLEANLINESS.  

a.  Occupant's Responsibility.  Every 
occupant of a structure shall keep in a clean and 
sanitary condition that part of a structure and 
premises thereof which the occupant occupies or 
controls, and prior to moving, vacating, or 
relinquishing occupancy or control. 

b. Owner's Responsibility.  Every 
owner or operator of a structure in which 2 or more 
occupants share a structure or premises shall be 
responsible for maintaining in a clean and sanitary 
condition all communal, shared or public areas of 
the structure and premises thereof which are used 
or shared by 2 or more occupants.  The owner 
shall maintain vacant land in a clean and sanitary 
condition. 

2. RUBBISH.  Every occupant of a 
dwelling or dwelling unit shall dispose of rubbish in 
a clean and sanitary manner by placing it in 
rubbish containers required by sub. 4. 

3. GARBAGE.  Every occupant of a 
dwelling or dwelling unit shall dispose of all 
garbage and any other organic waste which might 
provide food for rodents in a clean and sanitary 
manner by placing it in the garbage disposal 
facilities or garbage storage containers required by 
sub. 4. 

4. GARBAGE AND RUBBISH 
CONTAINERS. The owner of every dwelling unit 
shall furnish each dwelling unit with adequate 
garbage and rubbish storage containers of a type 
and in a location as described in ss. 79-3 and 79-4 
or as otherwise approved by the commissioner of 
public works. 

5. MAINTENANCE OF PREMISES. 
a. Every premises shall be graded and 

drained so that: 
a-1. No stagnant water accumulates or 

stands on the premises or within any building or 
structure located on the premises. 

a-2. No soil spills onto the sidewalk, 
street or adjoining property as a result of soil 
erosion. 

b. Every premises shall be maintained 
in an erosion-free and dust-free condition utilizing 

suitable landscaping, grass, trees, shrubs or other 
planted ground cover or, except in the case of a 
premises occupied by a single-, 2- or multi-family 
dwelling, other suitable means approved by the 
commissioner.  Crops, vegetation or other planted 
material shall be reasonably maintained to prevent 
a public nuisance, as determined by the 
commissioner. 

c. If an owner fails or neglects to 
comply with the provisions of this sub. within the 
time allotted by the commissioner, the 
commissioner may cause the premises to be 
restored to an erosion-free and dust-free condition. 
The cost of such action shall be charged against 
and be a lien upon the real estate and be 
assessed and collected as a special charge. 

6. RAT HARBORAGES.  Whenever 
accumulations of rubbish, boxes, lumber, scrap 
metal, motor vehicle bodies or any other materials 
upon a premises provide rat harborage, the person 
owning or in control of the premises shall cause 
the material to be removed or the materials shall 
be stored so as to eliminate the rat harborage.  
Lumber, boxes and similar materials shall be 
neatly piled at least one foot above the ground.  If, 
after a reasonable notice, the owner fails to 
remove or properly store lumber, boxes, scrap 
metal or other materials that can provide a rat 
harborage, or to remove dilapidated and 
inoperative motor vehicles, the commissioner may, 
by city personnel or by private contractor, cause 
the materials or motor vehicles to be removed from 
the premises and disposed of.  The cost thereof 
shall be charged against said real estate, shall be 
a lien upon the real estate and shall be assessed 
and collected as a special charge. 
 
275-82.  Extermination.  1. GENERAL.  The 
owner or operator of any structure shall be 
responsible for extermination within the structure 
prior to renting, leasing or selling the structure. 

2. EXTERMINATION OF PESTS.   
a-1. Owner's Responsibility.  Every 

owner or operator of a structure in which 2 or more 
occupants share a structure or premises shall be 
responsible for the extermination of insects, 
rodents or other pests on the premises whenever 
infestation exists in portions of the premises 
controlled by more than one occupant or the 
infestation exists in shared or public portions of the 
premises. 
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a-2. Every owner or operator of a 
condominium unit shall be responsible for the 
extermination of insects, rodents or other pests in 
the condominium unit whenever an infestation 
exists within 2 or more condominium units that are 
part of a cluster of contiguous condominium units 
or whenever an infestation exists in the common or 
limited common elements, in accordance with 
s. 703.02, Wis. Stats., of a cluster of contiguous 
condominium units. 

b. Occupant's Responsibility.  Every 
occupant of a structure containing a single 
occupancy shall be responsible for the 
extermination of any insects, rodents or other 
pests on the premises.  Every occupant of a 
structure containing more than one occupancy 
shall be responsible for extermination within the 
occupancy whenever the occupancy is the only 
one infested.  Whenever infestation is caused by 
failure of the owner to maintain a structure in a 
reasonably rodent-proof or reasonably insect-proof 
condition, extermination shall be the responsibility 
of the owner. 

3. VACANT STRUCTURES AND 
LAND.  The owner shall maintain all vacant 
dwelling units, dwellings, structures, principal 
buildings and yards free from rodents or vermin.  
If, after the issuance of an order to correct 
conditions and a reasonable time to comply, the 
owner fails to keep the property free from rodents 
or vermin, the commissioner may request the 
health department either by city personnel or by 
contract to correct the situation and charge the 
cost upon the tax rolls of the property, or the 
commissioner may perform this function if the 
health department’s function under this subsection 
has been delegated to the department of 
neighborhood services by a memorandum of 
understanding. 
 
 
 
 
For legislative history of chapter 275, contact 
the Municipal Research Library 
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b-4. Maximum Number of Vehicles.  Not more than 4 motor vehicles may be parked outdoors on a lot 
containing a single-family, 2-family dwelling or community living arrangement with 8 or fewer clients.  

b-5. Commercial Vehicles.  Not more than one commercial vehicle may be parked on a lot in a single-
family, 2-family or multi-family zoning district.  

b-6. Recreational Vehicles.  Not more than one recreational vehicle, other than a motorcycle or 
snowmobile, may be parked on a lot in a single-family, 2-family or multi-family district.   

b-7. Maximum Vehicle Length, Vehicle Height and Number of Wheels.  No vehicle in excess of 22 feet 
in length, or in excess of 10 feet in height or with more than 6 wheels may be parked on a lot in a single-family, 
2-family or multi-family district. 

b-8. Tow Trucks.  No tow truck may be parked on a lot in a single-family, 2-family or multi-family zoning 
district unless the tow truck is parked inside a building. 

b-9. Unregistered Vehicles.  No motor vehicle lacking valid license plates shall be parked for a period 
exceeding 30 days outside any structure or lot used in whole or in part for residential purposes. 

c. Access Drives.  c-1.  Location.  An access drive leading to parking spaces in a permitted rear-yard 
or side-yard location may be located in a required setback area.  An access drive which leads to permitted 
parking spaces may also be used for parking, but any such parking shall not count toward the parking-space 
requirements of s. 295-403-2.  An access drive may be placed directly adjacent to an interior side property 
line. 

c-2. Configuration.  An access drive shall generally traverse the front property line at a right angle.  
The commissioner of public works shall approve the location and design of the curb cut and driveway apron for 
the access drive.  

c-3. Width.  An access drive traversing the side yard to a permitted parking area of a residential 
building shall not exceed 18 feet in width.  An access drive leading to an overhead garage door facing the 
street shall be not more than 2 feet wider, on each side, than the door being served. 

c-4. Shared Drives.  For any single-family or 2-family dwelling, an access drive to the abutting public 
street may be shared with an adjoining single-family or 2-family dwelling provided there exists a recorded legal 
instrument which guarantees access to the drive for occupants of each dwelling served by the shared drive 
and which assigns responsibility for maintenance of the drive. 

d. Pedestrian Access.  d-1.  General.  Where a lot is adjacent to a public sidewalk, each principal 
building on the lot shall be served by a clearly identifiable walkway leading from the public sidewalk to the 
entrance to the building.  The presence of an access drive does not fulfill this requirement. 

d-2. Paving.  All required pedestrian access ways shall be paved with non-asphalt materials. 
d-3. Width.  All required pedestrian access ways shall be at least 3 feet in width. 
e. Landscaping.  e-1.  Intent.  Landscaping shall be designed as an integral part of any development 

in a residential zoning district.  As in commercial and industrial zoning districts, parking lots, dumpsters and 
other unsightly site features shall be screened such that they are not visible from public streets and 
neighboring residential properties. 

e-2. Parking Lots.  All uses, with the exception of single-family and 2-family dwellings, shall provide 
parking lot landscaping in accordance with s. 295-405. 

e-3. Dumpsters.  A dumpster storage area for a non-residential building constructed after October 1, 
2002, or a residential building containing more than 4 dwelling units and constructed after October 1, 2002, 
shall be screened in accordance with s. 295-405-6-a, or shall be incorporated into the structure it serves. 

f. Fences.  f-1.  General.  Fences shall be permitted anywhere on a lot in a residential zoning 
district, including along property lines.  For purposes of this paragraph, the term “fence” shall include a wall or 
similar structure.  

f-2. Fences in Front Yards.  A fence located in a front yard shall not exceed 4 feet in height.  However, 
an ornamental metal fence may be erected to a height of 6 feet.  Such ornamental fence may include piers 
constructed of masonry, wood or other approved materials, provided the fence is at least 50% open overall.  
An ornamental metal fence may also be constructed atop a masonry wall provided the combined height of the 
wall and fence does not exceed 6 feet and the portion of the wall/fence structure above 4 feet high is at least 
50% open. 

f-3. Fences in Side Yards.  A fence located in a side yard shall not exceed 4 feet in height.  However, 
a fence may be erected to a height of 6 feet if the entire fence is constructed of chain link, wrought iron or 
similar open construction or if the area above 4 feet high is at least 50% open.  An example of the latter is a 
fence that is opaque to a height of 4 feet and is topped with not  more than 2 feet of wood lattice.  Any side-
yard fence may be erected to a height of 6 feet if it is located more than 10 feet from a side lot line. 
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f-4. Fences in Rear Yards.  A fence located in a rear yard may be erected to a height of 6 feet.  
However, if the fence is located along a side street or rear street, it shall also comply with subd. f-5. 
 f-5. Fences Along Side Streets and Rear Streets.  A fence located along a side street or rear street 
property line shall not exceed 4 feet in height, with the following exceptions: 
 f-5-a. A fence may be erected to a height of 6 feet if it is set back at least 5 feet from the sidewalk, or 5 
feet from the property line if there is no sidewalk.  In no case does this provision allow a fence to be erected in 
the public right-of-way, unless the fence has been erected in accordance with the applicable provisions of ch. 
245. 
 f-5-b. An ornamental fence may be erected to a height of 6 feet.  Such fence may include masonry piers, 
provided the fence is at least 50% open overall.  An ornamental metal fence may also be constructed atop a 
masonry wall, provided the combined height of the wall and fence does not exceed 6 feet and the portion of 
the wall/fence structure above 4 feet high is at least 50% open. 
 f-6. Fences Enclosing Swimming Pools.  A fence which encloses a swimming pool shall also comply 
with all department of neighborhood services rules and regulations for swimming pools. 
 f-7. Higher Fences on Abutting Properties.  Where a fence is located along a lot line that abuts 
another property, and a higher fence is permitted directly across the property line on that property, the fence 
may be erected to the height permitted on the abutting property. 
 f-8. Fences at Construction Sites.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this paragraph, fences not 
exceeding 9 feet in height may be erected around construction sites and shall be removed immediately upon 
completion of the project. 
 f-9. Fences at Sports Facilities.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this paragraph, the 
commissioner of neighborhood services may permit a fence in excess of 6 feet in height in specific locations 
on a premises to prevent balls and other objects from damaging adjoining buildings or premises. 
 f-10. Fences as Part of Required Screening.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this paragraph, a 
fence may be erected to the height necessary to comply with the screening requirements of s. 295-405. 
 f-11. Orientation of Supporting Members.  The vertical and horizontal supporting members of a fence 
shall face the interior of the lot on which the fence is located. 
 f-12. Fence Gates and Trellises.  At a gate, walkway or other entrance area, a decorative gate or trellis 
may extend above the permitted fence height to a maximum of 10 feet in height.  A decorative gate or trellis 
shall not exceed 6 feet in width. 
 f-13. Fences or Retaining Walls Extending into Public Right-of-Way.  A fence or retaining wall may 
extend into the public right-of-way to the extent allowed by, and only in accordance with, the provisions of ss. 
245-4.5 and 245-4.6 or a special privilege granted by the common council pursuant to s. 245-12. 
 f-14. Prohibited Fence Materials.  Barbed-wire, concertina-wire and razor-wire fences are prohibited. 
 g. Vision Triangles.  A fence or other opaque or semi-opaque object located near the intersection of 
a street with an alley, access drive or other street shall comply with the vision triangle regulations of s. 295-
405-1-g. 
 h. Lighting.  The regulations for lighting in residential zoning districts are set forth in s. 295-409. 
 5. SIGNS.  a.  General.  The design standards for signs in residential districts, except RO1 and RO2 
districts, shall be based on the use of the property, as set forth in table 295-505-5.  As described in s. 295-407, 
signs are divided into 2 categories, type “A” and type “B.”  General standards for each of these categories are 
found in s. 295-407.  The provisions of this subsection explain, qualify or specify exceptions to the standards in 
table 295-505-5, which pertain specifically to type “A” and type “B” signs in residential zoning districts. 
 b. Signs for Dwellings.  b-1.  Single-family, 2-family and 3-family Dwellings.  Except for permitted 
temporary signs, no other signage shall be allowed. 
 b-2. Multi-family Dwellings.  Internally illuminated signs shall be prohibited. 
 c. Elementary and Secondary Schools, Colleges and Religious Assembly.  c-1.  Changeable 
Message Signs.   Changeable message signs, both automatic and manual, shall be permitted 
 c-2. Bonus Provision for Freestanding Signs.  The maximum display area for a freestanding sign at an 
elementary or secondary school, college or religious assembly may be increased by up to 50% if the following 
conditions are met: 
 c-2-a. Not more than one freestanding sign may be erected on the premises. 
 c-2-b. The premises shall have at least 240 feet of continuous street frontage. 
 c-2-c. The base of the sign shall be at least as wide as the display surface of the sign. 
 c-2-d. Any illumination directed at the sign shall be shielded so that the source of illumination is not 
visible from any property line. 
 c-2-e. The sign shall be set back at least 30 feet from any residential use. 
 d. Family Day Care Homes.  Signs shall not be permitted.
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similar site features shall be screened such that they are not visible from public streets and neighboring 
residential properties. 

e-2. Parking Lots.  All uses, with the exception of single-family and 2-family dwellings, shall provide 
parking lot landscaping in accordance with s. 295-405. 

e-3. Dumpsters.  A dumpster storage area for a non-residential building constructed after October 1, 
2002, or a residential building containing more than 4 dwelling units and constructed after October 1, 2002, 
shall be screened in accordance with s. 295-405-6-a, or shall be incorporated into the structure it serves. 

f. Truck Berths.  f-1.  Size.  Every truck berth shall be at least 60 feet in depth by 12 feet in width, 
except that the width of each truck berth may be reduced to 10 feet where there is more than one berth side-
by-side with no intervening obstruction.  Each enclosed berth shall be at least 14 feet high. 

f-2. Location.  To eliminate interference with the public use of sidewalks, streets or alleys, every truck 
berth shall be located on the same lot as the principal structure it serves.    

f-3. Screening.  Where berths for more than 2 truck bays are in a yard facing and visible from a public 
street or a non-industrial district, the truck berths shall be screened in accordance with s. 295-405-6-b.  This 
requirement may be waived in whole or in part, or compliance with it may be delayed, if visibility of the truck 
berths is limited by changes of grade, natural features, elevated roadways, existing buildings or similar 
obstructions. 

g. Fences.  g-1.  General.  Fences shall be permitted anywhere on a lot in a commercial zoning 
district, including placement along property lines.  For the purposes of this paragraph, the term "fence" shall 
include a wall or other similar structure. 

g-2. Fences along Streets.  Fences along streets shall not exceed a height of 4 feet, with the following 
exceptions: 

g-2-a. A fence may be erected to a height of 6 feet if it is ornamental or if it is set back at least 5 feet 
from the sidewalk, or 5 feet from the property line if there is no sidewalk.  In no case does this provision allow 
a fence to be erected in the public right-of-way, unless a special privilege allowing such fence has been 
granted by the common council pursuant to ch. 245.  An ornamental fence may include masonry piers, 
provided the fence is at least 50% open overall.  An ornamental metal fence may also be constructed atop a 
masonry wall, provided the combined height of the wall and fence does not exceed 6 feet and the portion of 
the wall/fence structure above 4 feet high is at least 50% open. 

g-2-b. An ornamental metal fence may be erected to a height of 8 feet if it is set back at least 5 feet from 
the sidewalk, or 5 feet from the property line if there is no sidewalk.  Such fence may include masonry piers, 
provided the fence is at least 50% open overall.  An ornamental metal fence may also be constructed atop a 
masonry wall, provided the combined height of the wall and fence does not exceed 8 feet and the portion of 
the wall/fence structure above 6 feet high is at least 50% open. 

g-3. Fences along Side and Rear Lot Lines.  A fence located along a side lot line or a rear lot line shall 
not exceed a height of 8 feet. 

g-4. Orientation of Supporting Members.  The vertical and horizontal supporting members of a fence 
shall face the interior of the lot on which the fence is located. 

g-5. Fence Gates and Trellises.  At a gate, walkway or other entrance area, a decorative gate or trellis 
may extend above the permitted fence height to a maximum of 10 feet in height.  A decorative gate or trellis 
shall not exceed 6 feet in width. 

g-6. Public-Right-of-Way.  A fence or retaining wall may extend into the public right-of-way to the 
extent allowed by, and only in accordance with, a special privilege granted by the common council pursuant to 
s. 245-12. 

g-7. Fences at Construction Sites.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this paragraph, fences not 
exceeding 9 feet in height may be erected around construction sites and shall be removed immediately upon 
completion of the project. 

g-8. Fences at Sports Facilities.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this paragraph, the 
commissioner of neighborhood services may permit a fence in excess of 6 feet in height in specific locations 
on a premises to prevent balls and other objects from damaging adjoining buildings or premises. 

g-9. Fences as Part of Required Screening.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this paragraph, a 
fence may be erected to the height necessary to comply with the screening requirement of s. 295-405-3. 

g-10. Prohibited Fence Materials.  Barbed-wire, concertina-wire and razor-wire fences are prohibited.  In 
the LB3 district, chain-link fences are also prohibited.
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h. Vision Triangles.  A fence or other opaque or semi-opaque object located near the intersection of 
a street with an alley, access drive or another street shall be in compliance with the vision triangle regulations 
of s. 295-405-1-g.  

i. Lighting.  The regulations for lighting in commercial zoning districts are set forth in s. 295-409. 
5. SIGNS.  a.  General.  The design standards for signs in commercial districts are set forth in table 

295-605-5.  As described in s. 295-407, signs are divided into 2 categories, type "A" and type "B".  General 
standards for each of these categories are found in s. 295-407.  The provisions of this subsection explain, 
qualify or specify exceptions to the standard in table 295-605-5, which pertain specifically to type  “A” and type 
“B” signs in commercial zoning districts. 

b. Sign Limitation Based on Lineal Footage.  Where table 295-605-5 links the maximum number or 
area of signs to lineal footage, the lineal footage referred to is the length of the building facade.  In each 25-
foot segment, the square footage of all signs shall not exceed the maximum area specified in the table and the 
size of a sign in a facade segment less than 25 feet may be determined by prorating.  The square footage 
allocation for 2 adjoining facade segments may be combined to allow one sign larger than the maximum 
amount specified.  Only one wall, projecting or canopy/hood sign may be located in each facade segment. 

c. Bonus Provision for Type “B” Freestanding Signs.  If a monument-type base meeting the base 
standard for a type “A” freestanding sign is provided and the sign does not exceed 8 feet in height, the 
maximum display area shall be 10 square feet more than the maximum display area specified in table 295-
605-5. 

d. Standards for Multiple Freestanding Signs.  Where more than one freestanding sign is permitted 
on a site, no 2 freestanding signs may have display areas that are oriented to the same street unless the signs 
are at least 150 feet apart or separated by a building which obstructs the view of each sign from the other sign. 

e. Combination Type A and B Signs.  Signs that contain elements of both type A and type B signs 
shall be permitted as long as the size of each element does not exceed its prorated share of total display area, 
in accordance with s. 295-205-5-d. 

f. Signs Limited by Site.  For purposes of applying sign regulations only, a site may include a parcel 
described by a lease, provided the lease is at least 20 years in length. 

g. Temporary Signs.  The following temporary signs shall be permitted in all commercial zoning 
districts: 

g-1. A sign pertaining to the construction of a building or the sale or lease of vacant land shall not 
exceed: 
 

Zoning District Max. Sign Area 
 

NS1 and NS2 36 sq. ft. 
LB1, LB2 and CS 48 sq. ft. 
RB1, RB2 and LB3 72 sq. ft. 
 
g-2. A sign not exceeding 36 square feet erected and maintained on a lot to advertise the leasing, 

rental or sale of a building or other improved real estate. 
h. Additional Regulations.  See s. 295-407 for additional regulations for on-premise and off-premise 

signs. 
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i-2. Fences Along Streets.  Fences along streets shall not exceed a height of 6 feet, with the following 
exceptions; 

i-2-a. A fence may be erected to a height of 9 feet if it is set back at least 5 feet from the street property 
line and provided with a continuous landscaped area at least 5 feet in width with 2 staggered rows of shrubs 
spaced 4 feet on center in each row and a minimum of one canopy tree per 25 linear feet of street frontage. 

i-2-b. An ornamental metal fence or a combination ornamental metal fence and masonry wall may be 
constructed on the street property line provided the wall is no higher than 6 feet, the combined height of the 
wall and fence does not exceed 9 feet and the portion of the fence structure above 6 feet high is at least 50% 
open.   

i-3. Fences along Side and Rear Lot Lines.  A fence located along a side lot line or a rear lot line shall 
not exceed a height of 9 feet.  A fence within 5 feet of a residential use shall be opaque up to at least 6 feet in 
height. 

i-4. Orientation of Supporting Members.  The vertical and horizontal supporting members of a fence 
shall face the interior of the lot on which the fence is located. 

i-5. Public-Right-of-Way.  A fence or retaining wall may extend into the public right-of-way to the 
extent allowed by a special privilege granted by the common council pursuant to s. 245-12. 

i-6. Barbed Wire.  Barbed wire may be used for fence purposes provided it is located not less than 6 
feet above the grade directly below the fence and is not located within a residential buffer or within 15 feet of a 
street lot line.  If visible from a public street, a continuous landscaped area at least 5 feet in width with 2 
staggered rows of shrubs spaced 4 feet on center in each row and a minimum of one canopy tree per 25 linear 
feet of street frontage shall be provided.  Razor wire and concertina wire are prohibited in all circumstances. 

i-7. Fences as Part of Required Screening.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this paragraph, a 
fence may be erected to the height necessary to comply with the screening requirement of s. 295-405. 

j. Vision Triangles.  A fence or other opaque or semi-opaque object located near the intersection of 
a street with an alley, access drive or another street shall be in compliance with the applicable vision triangle 
regulations of s. 295-405-1-g. 

k. Noise.  See ss. 80-60 through 80-75 for noise regulations applicable to industrial zoning districts. 
L. Lighting.  See s. 295-409 for lighting regulations applicable to industrial zoning districts. 
5. SIGNS.  a.  General.  The design standards for signs in industrial districts are set forth in table 

295-805-5.  As described in s. 295-407, signs are divided into 2 categories, type "A" and type "B".  General 
standards for each of these categories are found in s. 295-407. 

b. Sign Limitation Based on Lineal Footage.  Where table 295-805-5 links the maximum number of 
area of signs to lineal footage, the lineal footage referred to is the length of the building facade.  In each 25-
foot segment, the square footage of all signs shall not exceed the maximum area specified in the table and the 
size of a sign in a facade segment less than 25 feet may be determined by prorating.  The square footage 
allocation for 2 adjoining facade segments may be combined to allow one sign larger than the maximum 
amount specified.  Only one wall, projecting or canopy/hood sign may be located in each facade segment. 

c. Bonus Provision for Type “B” Freestanding Signs.  If a monument-type base meeting the base 
standard for a type “A” freestanding sign is provided and the sign does not exceed 8 feet in height, the 
maximum display area shall be 10 square feet more than the maximum display area specified in table 295-
805-5. 

d. Standards for Multiple Freestanding Signs.  Where more than one freestanding sign is permitted 
on a site, no 2 freestanding signs may have display areas that are oriented to the same street unless the  
signs are at least 150 feet apart or separated by a building which obstructs the view of each sign from the 
other sign. 
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e. Combination Type A and B Signs.  Signs that contain elements of both type A and B signs shall 
be permitted as long as the size of each element does not exceed its prorated share of total display area, in 
accordance with s. 295-205-5-d. 

f. Temporary Signs.  The following temporary signs shall be permitted in all industrial zoning 
districts: 

f-1. A sign pertaining to the construction of a building or the sale or lease of vacant land shall not 
exceed: 
 

Zoning District    Max. Sign Area 
 

IO1, IO2, IL1, IL2, IM   48 sq. ft. 
IH           72 sq. ft. 

 
f-2. A sign not exceeding 36 square feet erected and maintained on a lot to advertise the leasing, 

rental or sale of a building or other improved real estate. 
g. Type “A” Roof Signs in the Industrial-Mixed District. g-1.  There shall be no maximum display area 

for a type  “A”  roof sign located in an industrial-mixed district more than 100 feet from a residential district. 
g-2. The maximum display area for a type  “A”  roof sign located in an industrial-mixed district within 

100 feet of a residential district shall be 100 square feet.  If this standard is not met, a type  “A” roof sign in an 
industrial-mixed district shall be a special use. 

g-3. All type  “A” roof signs shall be stationary. 
h. Additional Regulations.  See s. 295-407 for additional regulations for on-premise and off-premise 

signs. 
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