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 c.  Chickens shall be provided with 
fresh water at all times and adequate amounts of 
feed. 
 d. Chickens shall be provided with a 
sanitary and adequately-sized covered enclosure, 
or coop, and shall be kept in the covered 
enclosure or a sanitary and adequately-sized and 
accessible fenced enclosure, or yard, at all times. 
 e. Chicken coops shall be constructed 
in a workmanlike manner, be moisture-resistant 
and either raised up off the ground or placed on a 
hard surface such as concrete, patio block or 
gravel. 
 f. Chicken coops and yards shall be 
constructed and maintained to reasonably prevent 
the collection of standing water, and shall be 
cleaned of hen droppings, uneaten feed, feathers 
and other waste daily and as is necessary to 
ensure that the coop and yard do not become a 
health, odor or other nuisance. 
 g. Chicken coops and yards together 
shall be large enough to provide at least 16 square 
feet per chicken. 
 h. No enclosure shall be located closer 
than 25 feet to any residential structure on an 
adjacent lot.  
 i. No enclosure shall be located in the 
front yard of a dwelling. 
 j. In addition to compliance with the 
requirements of this section, no one shall keep 
chickens that cause any nuisance, unhealthy 
condition, create a public health threat or 
otherwise interfere with the normal use of property 
or enjoyment of life by humans or animals. 
 4. PUBLIC HEALTH REQUIREMENTS. 
 a.  Chickens shall be kept and handled 
in a sanitary manner to prevent the spread of 
communicable diseases among birds or to 
humans. 
 b. Any person keeping chickens shall 
immediately report any unusual illness or death of 
chickens to the health department.   
 c. The commissioner may order testing, 
quarantine, isolation, vaccination or humane 
euthanasia of ill chickens or chickens believed to 
be a carrier of a communicable disease. 
 5. PERMIT REVOCATION.  A permit is 
subject to revocation upon failure to comply with 
any provisions of sub. 3 or 4.  Once a permit is 
revoked, a permit shall not reissued. 
 

78-7.  Kennels, Horse Stables and Animal 
Fancier Permits. 1. KENNELS AND HORSE 
STABLES. a. Permit Required. No person shall 
operate a kennel or horse stable without a valid 
permit issued by the commissioner. When all 
applicable provisions of this section along with 
applicable federal and state of Wisconsin 
requirements have been complied with by the 
applicant and a valid occupancy permit for this 
business has been issued by the commissioner of 
neighborhood services, the commissioner shall 
issue a permit to operate upon payment of the fee 
required in s. 60-51. 

b. Kennels; Operation. Kennels shall 
be operated in accordance with the following 
requirements: 

b-1. All animals shall be maintained in a 
healthy condition, or if ill shall be given appropriate 
treatment immediately. 

b-2. The quarters in which the animals 
are kept shall be maintained in a clean condition 
and in a good state of repair.   

b-3. Animal pens or enclosures shall be 
large enough to provide freedom of movement to 
the animals contained therein and shall be 
constructed of nonporous and noncorrosive 
materials. Dogs and cats over the age of 5 months 
shall be housed in separate enclosures with 
enough space as set by applicable federal 
requirements with no more than 3 dogs or 3 cats 
contained within the same enclosure.  Animals 
shall not have the freedom to roam the business 
establishment. 

b-4. Food supplies shall be stored in 
rodent-proof containers and food and water 
containers shall be kept clean.   

b-5. Litter or bedding material shall be 
changed as often as necessary to prevent an odor 
nuisance.  

b-6. Feces shall be removed from yards, 
pens and enclosures at least daily and stored in 
tightly covered metal containers until final disposal. 

b-7. Yards, pens, premises and animals 
shall be kept free of pest infestations. 

b-8. No odor nuisance shall be permitted. 
 Any animal holding area containing animals shall 
be provided with fresh air by means of windows, 
doors, vents, exhaust fans or air conditioning so as 
to minimize drafts, odors and moisture 
condensation. 

b-9. Kennels shall also be operated in 
accordance with requirements set forth in s. 78-9-3 
to 5. Nothing in this section shall apply where 



78-9 Animals 
 

 
10/15/2019 -216-  

kennel services are incidental to the operation of a 
veterinary hospital. 

c. Horse Stables; Operation.  Horse 
stables shall, in addition to the requirements set 
forth in sub. b-1, 2, 4 to 8 and s. 78-5, be operated 
in accordance with the following: 

c-1. Horse stalls or enclosures shall be 
large enough to provide freedom of movement to 
the animals contained therein and shall be 
constructed of such materials and in such a 
manner as to comply with all local, state and 
federal requirements. 

c-2. Horses shall be stabled indoors. 
c-3. The temperature of the stable shall 

comply with all local, state and federal animal 
welfare regulations. 

c-4. An approved water supply shall be 
provided to all parts of the stable for the horses 
and to be used for wet cleaning. 

c-5. Floor drains connected to an 
approved sewage system must also be provided. 

2. ANIMAL FANCIER PERMITS. a. 
The commissioner shall issue an animal fancier 
permit upon the payment of all applicable fees 
required in s. 60-3, provided that the owner has no 
outstanding violations under this chapter. 

b-1. Whenever the department requests 
an inspection of the interior and exterior premises 
of a person holding an animal fancier permit or of 
an applicant for an animal fancier permit, the 
animal fancier or applicant shall schedule such an 
inspection and allow the inspection to be 
completed no later than 10 days after the date of 
the request. A request for a department inspection 
under this paragraph may be made by any of the 
following means: 
 b-1-a. An oral request delivered in person 
to the applicant or permit holder. 

b-1-b. An oral request delivered by 
telephone to the applicant or permit holder. 

b-1-c. A written request left at the 
residence or place of occupation of the applicant 
or permit holder. 

b-1-d. A written request delivered to a 
competent adult occupant of the applicant's or 
permit holder's residence. 

b-1-e. A written request addressed to the 
applicant or permit holder at his or her residence 
and mailed by first class, prepaid mail. 

b-2. A person who fails to comply with an 
inspection request as required by this paragraph 
shall be charged a delayed inspection fee in the 
amount provided in s. 60-3-4.  

c. A person holding an animal fancier 
permit shall conform to the requirements set forth 
in sub. 1-b-1 to 8. 

d. An animal fancier permit may be 
revoked if an owner does not conform to the 
requirements set forth in sub. 1-b-1 to 8. 
 
78-9. Pet Shops. 1.  PERMIT REQUIRED. No 
person may operate a pet shop unless the person 
holds a valid permit issued by the commissioner. 
When all applicable provisions of this section have 
been complied with by the applicant and a valid 
occupancy permit for this type of business has 
been issued by the commissioner of city 
development, the commissioner shall issue a 
permit to operate a pet shop upon the payment of 
the fee required in s. 60-69. 
 2. OPERATION. Pet shops shall be 
operated in accordance with the requirements set 
forth in s. 78-7-1-b-1 to 8. 

3. IMMUNIZATION. No pet shop may 
sell or offer for sale any dog or cat 5 or more 
months old unless the dog or cat has been 
vaccinated against rabies by use of a vaccine 
currently licensed by the U.S. department of 
agriculture. The vaccine shall be administered by 
or under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian. 
A certificate of vaccination identifying the dog or 
cat including its approximate age, date of 
vaccination and signed by the vaccinating 
veterinarian shall be given the purchaser at the 
time of sale. 

4. RECORD OF SALE. Every pet shop 
shall keep a record of every dog and cat sold by 
the establishment setting forth the date and source 
of acquisition, date of rabies vaccination, the date 
of sale and the name and address of the 
purchaser. Such records shall be maintained on 
the pet shop premises for at least one year 
following the date of sale of each dog and cat, and 
such records shall be open to inspection by the 
commissioner at all times during which the pet 
shop is open to the public. 

5. SALE OF BATS, FOXES, 
RACCOONS AND SKUNKS PROHIBITED. No pet 
shop may engage in the purchase, keeping, 
distribution or sale of any species of bats, foxes, 
raccoons or skunks. 
 
78-11. Grooming Establishments. 1. PERMIT 
REQUIRED. No person may operate a grooming 
establishment without a valid permit issued by the 
commissioner. When all applicable provisions of 
this section have been complied with by the 
applicant and a valid occupancy permit for this 
business has been issued by the commissioner of 
city development, the commissioner shall issue a 
permit to operate a grooming establishment upon 
the payment of the fee required in s. 60-43.
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b-2. Any person who commits a first 
violation of s. 78-23-2, 78-23-3 or 78-23-4, or who 
commits a first violation of an order issued under 
s. 78-23-2, 78-23-3 or 78-23-4 that results in a 
dangerous animal being at large, shall be liable 
upon conviction to a Class I penalty under ch. 61. 

b-3. Any person who commits a second 
or subsequent violation of s. 78-23-2, 78-23-3 or 
78-23-4, or who commits a second or subsequent 
violation of an order issued under s. 78-23-2, 
78-23-3 or 78-23-4 that results in a dangerous 
animal being at large, shall be liable upon 
conviction to a Class L penalty under ch. 61. 

b-4. Any person who commits a violation 
of s. 78-23-1 that results in a dangerous animal 
causing bodily harm to a person shall be liable 
upon conviction to a Class L penalty under ch. 61. 

b-5. Any person who commits a second 
or subsequent violation of s. 78-25-1 or who 
commits a second or subsequent violation of an 
order issued under s. 78-25-1 shall be liable upon 
conviction to a Class L penalty under ch. 61, each 
day of violation or noncompliance being a separate 
violation.  

b-6. Any person who commits a second 
or subsequent violation of s. 78-31-1 or 
s. 78-31-5-a, or who commits a second or 
subsequent violation of an order issued under 
s. 78-31-1 or s. 78-31-5-a, shall be liable upon 
conviction to a Class L penalty under ch. 61. 

c. If a person continues in violation of 
an order, the person shall be liable for further 
prosecution, conviction and punishment upon the 
same order without the necessity of the 
commissioner issuing a new order.   

7. CITATIONS. a. Citations may be 
issued for all violations listed in sub. 6 with or 
without a prior order or notice. 

b. The stipulation, forfeiture and court 
procedure as set forth in s. 50-25 shall apply. 

 
 
 
 
 

For legislative history of chapter 78,  
contact the Municipal Research Library. 
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 SUBCHAPTER 2 
 NOISE CONTROL 
 
80-60. Definitions. The following definitions shall 
apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this 
subchapter: 

1. AMBIENT NOISE shall mean all the 
encompassing noise associated with a given 
environment, being usually a composite of 
sounds from many sources near and far.   

2. AMPLITUDE shall mean the 
absolute value of the maximum displacement 
from zero value during one period of oscillation.  

3. CHIEF OF POLICE means the 
legally designated chief of police or an authorized 
representative designated by the chief of police. 

4. DAY shall mean the hours between 
7 a.m. and 9 p.m.   

5. Db shall mean a standard unit of 
acoustic pressure measurement having a zero 
reference of 0.0002 microbar.   

6. DISPLACEMENT shall mean a 
simple harmonic motion in any plane.   

7. IMPULSIVE NOISE shall mean a 
noise of short duration.   

8. NIGHT shall mean the hours 
between 9 p.m. and 7 a.m.   

9. NOISE shall mean unwanted or 
annoying sound.   

10. NOISE RATING NUMBER shall 
mean the criteria established in the noise rating 
curves of the International Standards 
Organization as published in ISO/TC 43, 
Secretariat - 139, August 1961, Table I; noise 
rating numbers copy attached to common council 
file number 72-1446.   

11. NUISANCE means the making, 
creating, or causing to be made or continued of 
any boisterous or unreasonably loud noise which 
causes, constitutes or tends to provoke a 
disturbance and which is detrimental to the public 
health, safety, welfare or peace, or noise which 
exceeds the limitations set forth in s. 80-64 or 
80-65. 

12. PERSON means an owner as that 
term is defined in s. 200-08-66, an operator as 
that term is defined in s. 200-08-64 and occupant 
as that term is defined in s. 200-08-61. For 
purposes of enforcing the provisions of s. 80-63, 
“person” shall also mean the owner  

or operator, as defined in s. 340.01(41), Wis. 
Stats., of a vehicle or other machinery on the 
public highways. 

13. PREMISES means one or more lots 
or portions of lots, including any structures, which 
are contiguous and under common ownership or 
control. 

14. PURE TONE shall mean a sound 
having a single pitch. 

15. VEHICLE shall mean any passenger 
vehicle, truck, truck trailer, trailer, semitrailer, boat 
or vessel, or similar device intended to convey 
people or commodities, which is propelled or 
drawn by mechanical power, but shall not include 
airplanes and toys.  
 
80-61. Enforcement. It shall be the duty of the 
commissioner to enforce ss. 80-60 to 80-73, 
except that s. 80-65-4 may be jointly enforced by 
the commissioner and the chief of police, and s. 
80-69 shall be enforced by the chief of police. 
 
80-62. Excessive Noise and Vibration 
Declared a Nuisance. Excessive noise and 
vibration, as defined in this subchapter, is 
deemed and is declared to be a public nuisance 
and may be subject to summary abatement 
procedures as described in s. 17-12 of the city 
charter. Such abatement may be in addition to 
administrative proceedings, fines and penalties 
as provided in this subchapter. It shall be the duty 
of the commissioner, upon complaint of a 
nuisance, to determine if excessive noise and 
vibration exist as defined in this subchapter and to 
take the appropriate action as specified therein. 
Conditions of excessive noise and/or vibrations 
which are specifically exempted or for which a 
variance permit has been issued in conformity 
with provisions of this subchapter shall be exempt 
from the application of this subchapter.  
 
80-63.  Excessive Noise Prohibited.   
 1. No person shall produce, assist in 
producing or cause to be produced noise which 
exceeds the limitations set forth in s. 80-64 or 
80-65.  It shall be unlawful for any person 
occupying or having charge or control of any 
building or premises, or any part thereof, to 
cause, suffer or allow any loud, excessive or 
unusual noise in the operation of any radio, stereo 
or other mechanical or electrical device,  
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instrument or machine, which loud, excessive or 
unusual noise tends to unreasonably disturb the 
comfort, quiet or repose of persons therein or in 
the vicinity. It shall be unlawful for any person 
having charge or control of any vehicle or 
machinery, or owning a vehicle or machinery, to 
cause, suffer or allow any loud, excessive or 
unusual noise in the operation of any radio, stereo 
or other mechanical or electrical device, 
instrument or machine upon any highway or 
waterway, which loud, excessive or unusual 
noise tends to unreasonably disturb the comfort, 
quiet or repose of persons therein or in the 
vicinity. 

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
make, create or cause to be made or continue 
noise which constitutes a nuisance. 

3. a. An owner, operator or owner’s 
registered agent of a premises shall be liable for 
all of the costs of administration and enforcement 
of this subsection whenever all of the following 
occur: 

a-1. A person on the premises has been 
charged with violating the noise limitations set 
forth in s. 80-64 or 80-65. 

a-2. The department has sent by first 
class mail a written notice of the violation 
described in subd. 1, addressed to the last known 
address of the owner, operator or owner’s 
registered agent. 

a-3. A person on the premises is found to 
have been charged with  violating the noise 
limitations set forth in s. 80-64 or 80-65 and that 
violation occurred not less than 8 business days 
after mailing of notice under subd. 2.  The 
violation shall be at the same address and in the 
same unit and involve the same occupancy, but 
need not involve the same person for whom 
notice of violation was sent under subd. 2. 

b. The chief of police shall provide a 
record of each charged violation of s. 80-64 or 
80-65 and the costs of enforcement to the 
commissioner.  Upon the issuance of a citation, 
the commissioner may provide written notice 
under par. a-2 to the owner, operator or owner’s 
registered agent of the premises in which the 
charged violation occurred. 

c. In the event of the occurrence of all 
the provisions set forth in par. a., the costs of  

the enforcement of the second and all 
subsequent charged violations referred to in par. 
a-3, including administrative costs, may be 
charged in full or in part against the real estate on 
which the noise which constituted the nuisance 
occurred. If those costs are so charged, they are 
a lien upon such real estate and may be assessed 
and collected as a special charge. The city shall 
establish a reasonable charge for the costs of 
administration and enforcement of this 
subsection. 

d. Appeal of the determination of the 
commissioner imposing such special charges 
against the property may be submitted to the 
administrative review appeals board as provided 
by s. 320-11. 

4. a. A person who owns or operates a vehicle 
or machinery upon the highways shall be liable for 
all of the costs of administration and enforcement 
of this subsection whenever all of the following 
occur: 

a-1. A person operating or occupying the 
vehicle or machinery has been charged with 
violating the noise limitations set forth in s. 80-64 
or 80-65. 

a-2. The police department has sent by 
first class mail a written notice of the violation 
described in subd. 1, addressed to the last known 
address of the owner or operator. Written notice 
shall state that the operator or owner may be 
subject to the costs of investigation, 
administration and enforcement associated with 
subsequent charges of noise violations involving 
the same vehicle or machinery. 

a-3. A person operating or occupying the 
vehicle or machinery is found to have been 
charged with violating the noise limitations set 
forth in s. 80-64 or 80-65 upon a credible 
complaint, and that violation occurred not less 
than 8 business days after mailing of notice under 
subd. 2. The violation shall involve the same 
vehicle or machinery, but need not involve the 
same operator or occupant for whom notice of 
violation was sent under subd. 2. 

b. The chief of police shall provide a 
record of each charged violation of s. 80-64 or 
80-65 and the costs of investigation, 
administration and enforcement to the city 
attorney. 
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 SUBCHAPTER 3 
 PENALTIES 
 
80-90.  Penalties.  1.  Any person violating any of 
the following provisions of the chapter listed in 
column A shall be liable on conviction to the 
penalties listed in column B and described in ch. 
61: 
 

   A    B 
 

80-3 Class E 
80-6 to 7 Class E 
80-13 Class E 
80-15 Class D 
80-19 Class E 
80-22 Class F 
80-27 Class E 
80-28 Class E 
80-29 Class E 
80-31 Class E 
80-42 Class F 
80-44 Class P 
80-45 and 80-46 Class E 
80-48 Class E 
80-49 Class K 
80-60 to 80-65-3 Class E 
80-65-4 Class K 
80-66 to 80-68 Class E 
80-69 Class C 
80-70 to 80-73 Class E 

 
2.  Any person violating a provision of ss. 

80-60 to 80-65 and who has been convicted of a 
second or subsequent violation within 3 years of 
conviction for the same offense, shall be liable to 
Class O penalties as provided in s. 61-21. 
 
80-91.  Penalties For Violations in Cruising 
Areas.  Any person violating the provisions of ss. 
80-63 and 80-65 between the hours of 8:00 p.m. 
and 5:00 a.m. on a street designated as a cruising 
area under s. 101-20.5 including the land within 
the street lines whether or not improved, shall be 
liable upon conviction to a forfeiture of not less 
than $250 nor more than $1,000 and, upon 
default, shall be imprisoned in the county jail or 
house of correction not less than 10 days nor 
more than 40 days. 
 
 
 
 
For legislative history of chapter 80, contact  
the Municipal Research Library. 
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 Liquor License 

81-24 Class "B" Fermented Malt 
 Beverage Retailer's License 

81-25 Class "B" Manager's License 
81-26 Class "B" Retailer's Intoxicating 

 Liquor License 
81-27 Class "B" Retailer's Service Bar 

 License 
81-28 Special Class "B" License 
81-30.5 Class “C” Wine Retailer’s License 
81-31 Class "D" Operator's License 
81-31.3 Class "D" Provisional Operator's 

 License 
81-31.5 Class "D" Special Temporary 
   Operator's License 

 
 
81-35.5 Code and Charter 
81-35.7 Commercial Driver License 

 Testing Fees 
81-38 Concrete Contractor 
81-38.5 Copies of Records and Record 

 Searches 
81-40.5 Demolition Permit Application 

 Processing Exemption 
81-41 Direct Seller's License 
81-42 Dock Alteration or Repair Permit 
81-43 Dock Construction Permit 
81-43.5 Dock Engineering Survey Fee 
81-43.7 Dockless Mobility Device 
   Redemption Fee 
81-44 Drainage Ditch Obstruction 

 Permit 
81-44.5 Driver Training Course 
81-44.7 Driver's License, Public Passenger 

 Vehicle 
81-45 Driveway Permit 
81-48 Election Commission Service 

 Fees: Registered Voters Report 
81-48.5 Emerging Business 

 Enterprise Certification and 
 Recertification 

81-49.5 Engineer Service Fees 
81-49.8 Escort License 
81-49.9 Escort Service License 
81-50 Excavation Permit and 

 Inspection Fees for Work in the 
 Public Right of Way 

81-50.5 Excessive Size, Weight and Load 
 Vehicle Permit 

81-51 Extended Hours Establishments 
81-51.5 Extra Garbage Cart Charge 
81-51.6   Filling Station License 
81-51.7 Fingerprinting by Police 
   Department 
81-52 Fire Department Instruction and 

 Training 
81-52.5 Fire Service 
81-52.7 Flower Pot Holders 
81-55 Food Dealer's License 
81-55.3 Food Operation – Public Health 
   Plan Review and Site Evaluation 
81-55.5 Food Operation – Exempt  
   Establishments Requiring 
   Registration 
81-56 Food Dealer’s License, Temporary 
   and Seasonal
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81-56.3 Food Peddler Permits 
81-57 Franchise 
81-59 Harbor Island Fee 
81-59.5 Historic Preservation 
   Nomination Fee 
81-60 Home Improvement Contractors 
   and Salespersons License  
81-60.7 Ice Cream Peddler License 
81-61 Industrial Development Revenue 
    Bond Fees 
81-67 Laundry, Self-service Registration  
   Certificate 
81-70 Loading Zone Permit 
81-73 Lobbying License 
81-74 Massage Establishment License 
81-74.5 Mobile Seller’s License 
81-75 Mooring Permits 
81-76 Municipal Identification Card 
81-78 Newspaper Vending Box  
   Retrieval Fee 
81-81 Parking Lot or Place License 
81-82 Parking Meter or Parking Space 

 Marker Permanent Removal 
81-83  Parking Meter or Parking  

 Space Marker Temporary 
 Removal or Hooding 

81-85 Parking Permit: On-Street All  
 Night; Off-Street Municipal  
 Parking Lot 

81-86 Parking Permit: On-Street Daytime 
 Residential 

81-87 Parking Permit: On-Street 
 Commuter Parking, Impacted 
 Areas 

81-90 Permanent Extension of 
 Alcohol Beverage Licensed 
 Premises 

81-96 Plat Filing Fee 
81-97 Plat or Map Correction Instrument 
81-100   Provisional Renewal License 
81-101.2 Public Entertainment  
   Premises License 
81-101.5 Public Passenger Vehicle Permit 
81-102 Public Ways: Permits for 

 Temporary Occupancy or Use 
 as Public Ways 

81-102.1 Public Ways: Special Permits 
81-102.3 Purchasing Appeals 
81-102.4 Purchasing - Restoration to 

 Bidders Lists 

81-102.6 Recycling, Salvaging or Towing 
   Premises License 
81-102.8 Recycling, Salvaging or Towing 
   Vehicle License 
81-103.2 Salary Advances 
81-103.5 Statement of Income Duplicates 
81-104 Secondhand Dealer's License 
81-104.6 Secondhand Motor Vehicle  

 4Dealer’s License 
81-104.7 Sewer Connection 
81-105 Shooting Gallery License 
81-106.7 Sidewalk Area Dining Permit 
81-107 Signs or Decorations Attached 

 to City-owned Poles 
81-108 Sign; Directional For Churches 
81-108.2   Signs; Historic District  
   Identification 
81-108.5 Signs; Honorary Street Name 
81-109 Signs; "No Parking to Driveway" 
81-110 Signs; Official Street Renaming 
81-114 Snow Plowing Motorized 

 Equipment License 
81-114.6 Special Events - City Services 
81-115 Special Privileges; Granting of 

 Encroachments 
81-116 Street and Alley Vacation Fees 
81-116.5 Street Naming, Honorary 
81-117 Street Renaming 
81-119  Swimming and Other Water Use  
   Facility Operating Licenses 
81-121 Tattooing and Body-Piercing  
   Establishments 
81-122 Tax Bill Duplicate 
81-123 Tax Payment History and Tax 
   Payment Receipt Duplicate 
81-126.5 Temporary Change of Plan Permit 
81-128 Traffic Signal Timing Schedule 
81-129 Traffic Signs, Documentation 

 of Installation 
81-129.5 Transient Merchant License 
81-129.7 Tree Maintenance and  
   Conservation Permit   
81-131.3 Vehicle for Sale on Public 

 Property. 
81-132 Wage and Tax Statement 

 Duplicates 
81-133 Waste Collector's License, 

 Private 
81-134 Water Service 
81-135 Weighing and Measuring 
   Device Licenses 
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 2. The fee for renewal shall be $100. 
 a. A portion of the fee shall be used 
to pay the state of Wisconsin administrative fee, 
the amount of which is on file with the health 
department. 
 b. Each bed and breakfast permit 
shall be valid for one year from the date of 
issuance.  
(See s. 75-5). 
 
81-10. Bicycle License. 1.  Each license 
shall be valid for the life of the bicycle for which 
the license is issued or for the time the owner 
owns the bicycle. 

2. There shall be no fee charged for a 
bicycle license. 
(See s. 102-5.) 
 
81-10.5. Bicycle Locker Fees.  1.  The 
permit fee for the use of a city-installed bicycle 
locker for the period April 1 through October 31 
shall be $25. 

2. The permit fee for the use of a city-
installed bicycle locker for the calendar year 
shall be $40. 

3. A key deposit of $25 shall be paid 
prior to issuance of a key for a bicycle locker.  
This deposit shall be returned to the locker user 
upon receipt of the key by the city before the 
end of the permit period.  
(See s. 101-33.5.) 
 
81-11. Bicycle Parking Facility Permit.   
 1.  Each bicycle parking facility permit 
shall be issued for a license year commencing 
on July 1 and expiring on the following June 30. 

2. The fee for each permit shall be $16. 
(See s. 115-32.5.) 
 
81-11.5 Bicycle Redemption Fee.  The fee 
for redemption of a bicycle that has been 
impounded by the police department is $25. 
(See s. 102-11-5-a) 
 
81-12. Bill Posting License. 1.  Each 
license shall be valid for 2 years from the date of 
issuance. 
 2. The fee for each license shall be 
$400. 
(See s. 84-10.) 
 
81-12.5. Boating Permits. 1. For exhibition 
speedboat trials the fee shall be $80 per day. 
 2. For motorboat races the fee shall be 
$70 per day. 

3. For scuba diving the fee shall be $30 
per day.  Seasonal permits for underwater work 
may be obtained from the harbor master at no 
charge. 

4. For water ski or aquaplane exhibits or 
aquatic events the fee shall be $70 per day. 
(See s. 118-80.) 
 
81-14. Building Mover License.  1.  Each 
building mover license shall be issued for the 
calendar year. 

2. The fee for each license shall be $84.  
(See s. 116-19.) 
 
81-15. Building Mover Permits. 1. ON 
ROLLERS.  For the moving of buildings or 
structures on rollers, the fee charged per 
building or structure shall be determined at the 
following rate: 

a. For the first 2 city blocks or part 
thereof:  $262. 

b. For each additional city block or part 
thereof:  $76. 

2. ON PNEUMATIC TIRE TRAILERS. 
a. Except as provided in par. b, for the 

moving of buildings or structures on pneumatic 
tire trailers the total fee per structure shall be 
$240. 

b. For any subsequent moving by the 
same owner of a building or structure that is 
similar to the original building or structure for 
which a moving permit was obtained, and is 
moved over the same route for the same  
location to the same site as the original building 
or structure, the fee shall be assessed at the 
following rate: 

b-1. For the first 5 miles in the city of 
Milwaukee or fraction thereof:  $94. 

b-2. For each additional 5 miles in the city 
of Milwaukee or fraction thereof:  $76. 

3. INSPECTION.  An additional fee 
shall be charged for each building mover permit 
processed to cover costs of inspection in the 
amount of $55. 

4. PROCESSING FEE.  There shall be 
a processing fee of $6 for each permit issued. 
(See s. 116-19.) 
 
81-15.5. Bulky Waste Collection Charge. 
The bulky waste collection charge authorized 
under s. 79-6.5-3-c shall be as follows: 
 1.  $50 for bulky waste in excess of one 
cubic yard, but not in excess of 4 cubic yards 
 2.  $150 for bulky waste in excess of 4 
cubic yards, but not in excess of  6 cubic yards. 
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81-16.  Campground and Camping Resort 
Fees.  1.  A non-refundable of $350 shall be 
charged at the time of new application.  
 2. The renewal fee for a campground or 
camping resort shall be as follows: 
 a. 1-25 sites:  $200. 
 b. 26-50 sites:  $275. 
 c. 51-100 sites:  $325. 
 d. Over 100 sites:  $400. 
 3. 20% of the fee will shall be used to 
pay the state of Wisconsin administrative fee 
under sub. 2. 
 4. Each campground and camping 
resort permit shall be valid for a one-year period 
following the date of issuance. 
(See s. 64-01.) 
 
81-17.5. Catch Basin/Storm Inlet Equity 
Fee.  The fee for recovery of the city's equity in 
any catch basin/storm inlet in a vacated street or 
alley shall be $400. 

 
81-17.7. Center for the Visual and 
Performing Arts.   
 1.  Each center for the visual and 
performing arts license shall be issued and shall 
expire on the same date as the public 
entertainment premises license held by the 
same premises.  
 2.  The fee for each license shall be 
based on the maximum capacity of the premises 
established by the common council under s. 
108-7-3: 
 a.  25 or fewer persons, or a premises 
without a specified capacity: $150. 
 b.  26-79 persons: $250. 
 c.  80-99 persons: $375. 
 d.  100-149 persons: $500. 
 e.  150-179 persons: $700. 
 f.  180-299 persons: $1,000. 
 g.  300-499 persons: $1,500. 
 h.  500 or more persons: $2,000. 
(See s. 90-37.) 
 
81-19. Certified Survey Map Filing Fee.   
 1. The fee for each certified survey map 
shall be $260. 

2. In addition, a fee of $380 shall be paid 
for each certified survey map.  This fee is 
intended to cover the cost of map review by the 
department of public works. 

3. All fees under this section are 
nonrefundable. 
(See s. 119-4.) 

81-19.2. Change of Circumstances.  The 
fee to file for a hearing related to changed 
circumstances under s. 85-15 shall be $75. Fees 
shall not be refunded once a written statement 
of changed circumstances is filed. 
 
81-19.5. Checks; Bad Check Charges.  The 
processing charge for each bad check issued to 
the city of Milwaukee shall be $35. 
(See s. 304-37.) 
  
81-21. Cigarette and Tobacco License.  
 1. Each cigarette and tobacco license 
shall be issued for a period of one year from the 
date of issuance. 

2. The fee for each license shall be 
$100.  (See s. 84-43.) 
 
81-21.5. “Class A” Cider License.  1.  There 
shall be no fee for a “Class A” cider license.  
However, the applicant shall pay all publication 
fees associated with the license. 
 2. A “Class A” cider license shall be 
valid for the same period as the Class “A” 
fermented malt beverage retailer license issued 
for the same premises. 
(See s. 90-5.5.) 
 
81-22. Class "A" Fermented Malt 
Beverage Retailer's License (Package Store).  
 1. The fee for each Class "A" fermented 
malt beverage retailer's license shall be $350. 

2. Each license shall be valid for one 
year effective from the date the license is 
issued. 
(See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-23. “Class A” Retailer's Intoxicating 
Liquor License.  1. The fee for each “Class A” 
retailer's intoxicating liquor license shall be 
$500. 

2. Each license shall be valid for one 
year effective from the date the license is 
issued. 
 (See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-24. Class "B" Fermented Malt 
Beverage Retailer's License.  1.  The fee for 
each Class "B" fermented malt beverage 
retailer's license shall be $100. 

2. Each license shall be valid for one 
year effective from the date the license is 
issued. 
 (See s. 90-4.) 
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81-25. Class "B" Manager's License.  
 1.   The fee for each Class "B" 
manager's license shall be $25. 
 2. Each license shall be issued for a 
one-year period beginning on July 1 and ending 
on the following June 30.  
(See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-26. Class “B” Retailer’s Intoxicating 
Liquor License. 1.  The fee for each Class “B" 
retailer’s Intoxicating liquor license shall be 
$500.  
 2. Each license shall be valid for one 
year effective from the date the license is 
issued. 
 (See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-27. Class "B" Retailer's Service Bar 
License.  1. The fee for a service bar license 
shall be $600. 

2. Each license shall be valid for one 
year effective from the date the license is 
issued. 
(See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-28. Special Class "B" License.  1.  The 
fee for each special "Class B" license shall be 
$10. 
(See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-30.5. “Class C” Wine Retailer’s License. 

1. The fee for each “Class C” wine 
retailer’s license shall be $100. 

2. Each license shall be valid for one 
year effective from the date the license is 
issued. 
 (See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-31. Class "D" Operator's License. 1. a. 
The fee for each original Class "D" operator's 
license shall be $75. 

b. The fee for renewal of each license 
shall be $50. 

2. A new class "D" operator's license 
granted during an even-numbered year shall 
expire on December 31 of the following odd-
numbered year. A new Class "D" operator's 
license granted during an odd-numbered year 
shall expire on December 31 of the following 
even-numbered year. 

3. The fee for each certified copy of a 
Class “D” operator’s license shall be $5. 

4. A renewal Class "D" operator's 
license shall expire 2 years from the expiration 
date of the license being renewed. 
(See s. 90-4.) 

81-31.3. Class "D" Provisional Operator's 
License.  The fee for each Class "D" provisional 
operator's license shall be $15. 
(See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-31.5. Class "D" Special Temporary 
Operator's License. The fee for each Class "D" 
special temporary operator's license shall be 
$15. 
(See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-35.5. Code and Charter.  The fees 
charged for the sale of the city charter and code 
shall be: 

1. Amendment service: 
a. Charter:  $20 per year. 
b. Code, Volume 1:  $60 per year. 
c. Code, Volume 2:  $40 per year. 
d. Code, Volume 3:  $40 per year. 

(See s. 50-20.) 
 
81-35.7. Commercial Driver License 
Testing Fees.  1. The department of public 
works operations division, as a third-party tester 
authorized by the Wisconsin department of 
transportation in accordance with s. 343.16, Wis. 
Stats., and ch. Trans 115, Wis. Adm. Code, to 
conduct a commercial driver license skill testing 
program, shall collect fees for classroom training 
sessions, pre-trip inspections and road skills 
tests, as well as for any incidental rental of 
vehicles used in conjunction with the testing 
program. 

2. The fees for classroom training 
sessions and for the rental of "class A," "class B" 
and "class C" vehicles shall be as determined by 
the operations division. 

3. In accordance with s. Trans 115.04, 
Wis. Adm. Code, the fee for a pre-trip inspection 
and a road skills test shall not exceed the 
maximum fee specified by the Wisconsin 
department of transportation. 

4. All fees relating to commercial driver 
license testing, including vehicle rental fees, 
shall be paid by the commercial license 
applicant prior to administration of a test. 

5. Payment of fees relating to 
commercial driver license testing shall be made 
by check or money order. Cash or credit card 
payments shall not be accepted. 
 
81-38. Concrete Contractor. 1. Each 
concrete contractor license for work in a public 
way shall be issued for the calendar year. 

2. The fee for each license shall be 
$81. 
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3. There shall be a processing fee of $6 
for each license issued. 
(See s. 115-26.) 
 
81-38.5. Copies of Records and Record 
Searches. 1. Each department shall impose a 
fee upon the requestor of a copy of a record 
which may not exceed the actual, necessary and 
direct cost of reproduction and transcription of 
the record, unless a fee is otherwise specifically 
established or authorized to be established by 
law. 

2. The fee imposed by all departments 
for black and white photocopies of paper records 
not exceeding 8.5 inches by 14 inches in size 
shall be 25 cents per page or 50 cents per 
double-sided copy. 

3. Each department shall impose a fee 
upon the requestor of a copy of a photographic 
record for the actual, necessary and direct cost 
of photographing and photographic processing. 

4. Except as otherwise provided by law, 
each department shall impose a fee upon a 
requestor for locating a record, not exceeding 
the actual, necessary and direct cost of location, 
if the cost is $50 or more. 

5. Each department shall impose a fee 
upon a requestor for the actual, necessary and 
direct cost of mailing or shipping of any copy or 
photograph of a record. 

6. Additional charges shall be added as 
required to cover the costs of complying with the 
request. 

7. A department may waive or reduce 
fees under this section when in the public 
interest. 

8. A list of the fees charged under this 
section shall be posted within each department. 
 
81-40.5. Demolition Permit Application 
Processing Exemption.  The fee for application 
for exemption from demolition permit application 
processing requirements shall be $55.  
(See s. 200-26-5.) 
 
81-41. Direct Seller's License.   
 1.  Each license shall be valid for one 
year from the date of issuance. 
 2.a. The fee for the original application for 
each license shall be $129, except as provided 
in par. b. 
 b. The fee for the original application for 
each license for a nonprofit organization shall be 
$15.   
 3.a.  The fee for the renewal of a license 
shall be $50, except as provided in par. b. 

 b.  There shall be no fee for the renewal 
of a license for a nonprofit organization.   
(See s. 95-1.) 
 
81-42. Dock Alteration or Repair Permit.  
The fee for every permit for the alteration or 
repair of a dock shall be $310. 
(See s. 118-7.) 
 
81-43. Dock Construction Permit.  The fee 
for each permit for the building, construction, 
erection or rebuilding of a dock shall be $615. 
(See s. 118-7.) 
 
81-43.5. Dock Engineering Survey Fee.  
 1.  The basic fee for the survey of dock 
engineering shall be $155. 

2. In addition to the basic fee, a charge 
sufficient to cover costs incurred and overhead 
shall be made for each dock survey. 

3. The dock engineering survey fee shall 
be imposed in addition to the fee for a dock 
alteration or repair permit or that of a dock 
construction permit whenever such a survey is 
made. 
(See s. 118-7.) 
 
81-43.7 Dockless Mobility Device 
Redemption Fee.  The fee for redemption of a 
dockless mobility device that has been 
impounded shall be $100.  
(See s. 101-53) 
 
81-44. Drainage Ditch Obstruction 
Permit.  The fee for each drainage ditch 
obstruction permit shall be $135. 
(See s. 115-9.) 
 
81-44.5. Driver Training Course.  
 1.  The registration fee for a defensive 
driving course sponsored by the police 
department shall be $30. 

2. Any city of Milwaukee employee who 
enrolls in the defensive driving course on a 
voluntary basis for attendance on the 
employee's own time shall be exempt from the 
payment of the registration fee. 

3. Any city of Milwaukee employee who 
has been convicted of traffic violations and has 
been directed by the courts to attend the 
defensive driving course shall be required to pay 
the registration fee and attend the course on his 
or her own time.   
(See ss. 312-23 and 340-23.) 
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 2. The surcharge for a food peddler 
license to allow night operation by a food 
peddler shall be $45. 
 3. Each food peddler license shall be 
valid for one year from the date of issuance. 
 4. A veteran, as defined in s. 68-59, 
shall be granted a food peddler license without 
payment of any fee. The veteran shall be the 
operator of the food peddler vehicle or carried 
container for which the fee has been waived. 
 5. The fee for a duplicate license or 
identifying device shall be $11. 
 6. A portion of the fee shall be used 
to pay the state of Wisconsin administrative fee, 
the amount of which is on file with the Wisconsin 
department of health and family services or 
department of agriculture, trade and consumer 
protection. 
(See s. 68-41.) 
 
81-57. Franchise.  The fee for the 
introduction of each ordinance or resolution 
granting a franchise shall be $525. 
 
81-59. Harbor Island Fee.  1.  The permit 
fee for use of Harbor Island shall be $300, plus 
$60 per day, per acre used for an event. 

2. There shall be a participation fee of 
$0.29 per participant for groups with over 500 
persons. 
(See s. 118-70.) 
 
81-59.5.   Historic Preservation Nomination 
Fee.  The fee for nomination for historic 
designation of a structure, site or district is $25. 
(See s. 320-21-9-a-4.) 
 
81-60. Home Improvement Contractor's 
or Salesperson's License.  1.  Each license 
shall be valid for 2 years from the date of 
issuance. 
 2. a. The fee for each new home 
improvement contractor’s license shall be $250.  

b. The fee for each renewal home 
improvement contractor’s license shall be $225. 

c. The fee for each new salesperson’s 
license shall be $75. 

d. The fee for the renewal of each 
salesperson’s license shall be $50. 
(See s. 95-14.) 
 

81-60.7. Ice Cream Peddler License. 
 1. The fee for each ice cream 
peddler license shall be $75. 
 2. Each license shall be issued for 
one year from the date of issuance. 
 3. The fee for a duplicate license 
shall be $11. 
 (See s. 68-43.) 
 
81-61. Industrial Development Revenue 
Bond Fees. 1. APPLICATION FEE.  The fee for 
any application filed with the department of city 
development to finance a project through tax-
exempt industrial development revenue bonds 
shall be $1,000.  This fee shall be non-
refundable. 

2. ISSUANCE FEE. A fee of 0.5% of 
the initial principal amount of the bond issue 
shall be paid to the city upon issuance of the 
bonds. 
 
81-67.  Laundry, Self-Service Registration 
Certificate.  1.  Each self-service laundry 
registration certificate shall be issued for a 
specific location for a one-year period beginning 
from the date of issuance. 
 2. The fee for each new certificate 
shall be $125. 
 3. The fee for each renewal certificate 
shall be $100. 
(See s. 75-1.) 
 
81-70. Loading Zone Permit.  
 1. Each permit shall be valid for 2 years 
from the date of issuance. 

2. a.  The fee for each original loading 
zone permit, except a permit issued to a 
disabled person as defined in s. 101-23.7-1-b, 
shall be computed at the rate of $275 for every 
30 feet of curb space or fraction thereof.   

b. The fee for each original loading 
zone permit issued to a disabled person shall be 
$50, with all such permits being for 30-foot 
loading zones. 

3. The fee for each renewal loading 
zone permit shall be computed at the rate of 
$150 for every 30 feet of curb space or fraction 
thereof. 
 4.  a.  No fee for the renewal of a 
loading zone permit shall be charged to any 
nonprofit organization or any disabled person, 
as these terms are defined in s. 101-23.7. 
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 b. The common council may grant a 
late renewal of a loading zone permit to a 
disabled person as defined in s. 101-23.7-1-b, at 
no charge, if evidence is submitted that the 
medical condition that qualifies the person as 
disabled under that section still exists. 
 5. A loading zone permit issued to a 
disabled person may be transferred to another 
member of the person’s household at no charge.  
Such transfer may occur only if the permittee or 
the person to whom the permit is being 
transferred submits to the common council 
evidence that the person to whom the permit is 
being transferred is a disabled person as 
defined in s. 101-23.7-1-b.  

6. The common council may approve 
the transfer of a loading zone permit issued to a 
disabled person to another location in the city at 
no charge if the permittee moves to a different 
residence during the period for which the permit 
was issued and the permittee submits a new 
loading zone permit application to the city clerk. 
(See s. 101-23.7.) 
 
81-73. Lobbying License.  1. Each license 
for a lobbyist or principal to engage in lobbying 
shall be issued for the calendar year and shall 
expire on December 31 of each year, 
irrespective of the date of issuance. 
 2. The fee for each license shall be 
$125 per lobbyist per principal, payable at the 
time of registration. 
(See subch. 3 of ch. 305.) 
 
81-74.  Massage Establishment License.  
 1.   Each massage establishment license 
shall be valid for one year from the date of 
issuance. 
 2. The fee for each new license shall be 
$350.  
 3. The fee for each renewal license 
shall be $325.  
(See s. 75-21.) 
 
81.74.5 Mobile Seller’s License.  1. Each 
license shall be valid for one year from the date 
of issuance. 
 2.a.  The fee for each license shall be 
$130, except as provided in par. b. 
 b.  The fee for each license for a 
nonprofit organization shall be $15. 

3.a.  The fee for the renewal of a license 
shall be $50, except as provided in par. b. 
 b.  There shall be no fee for the renewal 
of a license for a nonprofit organization. 

 4.  Any disabled veteran, as defined in 
s. 230.03(9m), Wis. Stats., upon presenting 
proof to the city clerk that he or she satisfies 
these conditions, shall be exempted from 
payment of any fee under this section.   
(See subch. 1 of ch. 92.) 
 
81-75. Mooring Permits.  1. The fee for a 
mooring permit shall be $35. 

2. Each permit shall be applicable for 
one boat and one mooring and shall be issued 
for a one-year period which begins July 1 and 
ends the following June 30. 

3. Each permit may be renewed 
annually upon payment of a $20 fee. 

4. A permit may be transferred for use 
by a boat other than one originally listed on the 
application, by completion of a transfer form 
provided by the harbor commission and 
payment of a $25 fee.  
(See s. 118-80-9.) 
 
81-76.  Municipal Identification Card.  
 1. The fee for each municipal 
identification card shall be $10. 
 2. The replacement fee for each 
municipal identification card shall be $5. 
 
81-78. Newspaper Vending Box Retrieval 
Fee.  The fee for retrieving a newspaper vending 
box from the designated holding place shall be 
$35 per box. 
(See s. 115-33.5.) 
 
81-81. Parking Lot or Place License.  
 1. Each license shall be valid for one 
year from the date of issuance. 

2. The fee for each license shall be $50. 
(See s. 84-20.) 
 
81-82. Parking Meter or Parking Space 
Marker Permanent Removal. 

1. REMOVAL FOR LOADING ZONES. 
The fee for the removal of each parking meter or 
space marker needed to accommodate loading 
zones shall be sufficient to cover the costs of 
labor, materials and overhead and if necessary 
the costs of relocating a multi-space meter. 

2 REMOVAL FOR FACILITIES 
OTHER THAN LOADING ZONES.  

a. The fee for the removal of each 
single-space parking meter or space marker 
needed to accommodate facilities other than 
loading zones shall be $60. 
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b. The fee for the removal of each 
multi-space parking meter shall be sufficient to 
cover the costs of labor, materials and 
overhead, and if necessary the costs of 
relocating a multi-space meter. 
(See s. 101-50.) 
 
81-83. Parking Meter or Parking Space 
Marker Temporary Removal or Hooding.  

1. The fee for the temporary hooding of 
each parking meter space per day shall be $9. 

2. The fee for the temporary removal of 
single-space parking meters or space markers 
shall be $60 per metered space. 
 3. The fee for the temporary removal of 
each multi-space parking meter shall be 
sufficient to cover the costs of labor, materials 
and overhead and reinstallation of the meter.  
 4. The fee for the temporary and 
seasonal hooding or removal of a parking meter 
for purpose of installation of a parklet shall be 
$250 per metered space. 
 
81-85. Parking Permit.  On-Street All 
Night; Off-Street Municipal Parking Lot. 

1. The fee for a 4-month permit 
including sales tax shall be $20. 

2. The fee for the annual permit 
including sales tax purchased in the first 4 
months of the year shall be $55. 

3. The fee for the annual permit 
including sales tax purchased in the second 4 
months of the year shall be $40. 

4. There shall be a $1 fee for each 
permit purchased online. 
(See ss. 101-27 and 101-33.) 
 
81-86. Parking Permit:  On-Street 
Daytime Residential. 1. The fee for each 
annual on-street, daytime, residential parking 
permit shall be $15. 
(See s. 101-27.5.) 
 
81-87. Parking Permit:  On-Street Com-
muter Parking, Impacted Areas.  There shall 
be no fees charged for on-street commuter 
parking permits for impacted areas issued on an 
annual basis. 
(See s. 101-27.7.) 

81-90. Permanent Extension of Alcohol 
Beverage Licensed Premises. The fee for a 
permanent extension of alcohol beverage 
licensed premises shall be $50.  Locations filing 
for the extension of operations to the outside on 
a permanent basis under s. 81-55-9-b shall be 
charged a total fee of $75. 
(See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-96. Plat Filing Fee.  The nonrefundable 
filing fee for submission of any cemetery or 
residential preliminary or final plat shall be $405. 
(See s. 119-4.) 
 
81-97. Plat or Map Correction Instrument.  
The nonrefundable fee for filing each plat or map 
correction instrument shall be $50.  
(See s. 119-4.) 
 
81-100. Provisional Renewal License. 
 1.  The fee for each provisional renewal 
license, other than a provisional renewal license 
for an alcohol beverage establishment, a Class 
“D” operator or a Class “B” manager, shall be 
$50. 
 2. The fee for a provisional renewal 
license for an alcohol beverage establishment, a 
Class “D” operator or a Class “B” manager shall 
be $15. 
(See s. 85-20.) 
 
81-101.2. Public Entertainment Premises 
License.  1.  REGULAR LICENSE.  a.  Each 
public entertainment premises license shall be 
valid for a one-year period commencing on the 
date of the issuance of the license.  If a 
premises is also licensed as a retail alcohol 
beverage establishment, the public 
entertainment premises license shall be valid for 
one year or part thereof, effective from the date 
the license is issued, and shall expire on the 
same date as the retail alcohol beverage 
license. 
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 b. The fee for each license shall be 
based on the maximum capacity of the premises 
established by the common council under 
s. 108-7-4: 

b-1. 25 or fewer persons, or a premises 
without a specified capacity:  $150. 

b-2. 26-79 persons:  $250. 
b-3. 80-99 persons:  $375. 
b-4. 100-149 persons:  $500. 
b-5. 150-179 persons:  $700. 
b-6. 180-299 persons:  $1,000. 
b-7. 300-499 persons:  $1,500. 
b-8. 500 or more persons:  $2,000. 
2. TEMPORARY PERMIT.  The fee for 

each temporary permit shall be $50. 
(See 108-5.) 
 
81-101.5.  Public Passenger Vehicle Permit.  
 1.  Each permit shall be valid for 2 
years from the date of issuance. 
 2.  The fee for each new permit, except 
a taxicab permit, shall be $284. 
 2.5. The fee for each new taxicab permit 
shall be $400. 
 3.  The fee for renewal of each permit, 
except a taxicab permit, shall be $209. 
 3.5. The fee for renewal of each taxicab 
permit shall be $325. 
 4.  The fee for each provisional permit 
shall be $15. 
 5. The fee for filing a notice of change 
of taxicab affiliation shall be $25. 
 6. The fee for changing the agent or 
officers of a corporation holding a public 
passenger vehicle permit shall be $25. 
 7. The fee for any special inspection of 
a public passenger vehicle, as provided in s. 
100-51, shall be $125. 
(See s. 100-50.) 
 
81-102. Public Ways:  Permits for 
Temporary Occupancy or Use as Public 
Ways.  

1. DEFINITIONS.  In this section: 
a. "Parking lane" means that portion of 

the roadway along the curb, generally 8 feet in 
width, for which the primary purpose is parking.  
Should this area function for vehicular travel, it 
shall be identified as a traffic lane. 

b. "Roadway area" means that portion of 
highway between the regularly established curb 
lines. 

c. "Sidewalk area" means that portion of 
a highway between the curb lines or the lateral 
lines of a roadway and the adjacent property 
lines. 

d. "Traffic lane" means that portion of 
the roadway area used for the movement of 
vehicular traffic. 

2. CALCULATION OF FEES.  The fees 
charged in subs. 3 to 5 are charged for each 
area that is occupied.  The fees shall be charged 
for every 30 feet of street front or fractional part 
thereof that is to be temporarily occupied or 
used.  Fees for seasonal parklet occupancy of 
the parking lane shall be charged per 20 feet of 
street front or marked parking space, or 
fractional part thereof that is to be occupied. 
Fees for occupancy of parking lanes and traffic 
lanes are based on the classification of the 
street, as indicated on the street classification 
map maintained by the city engineer. 

3. SIDEWALKS.  a.  For the temporary 
occupancy of all of a sidewalk area or 
occupancy that results in a sidewalk that is less 
than 4 feet wide at any point, where no 
temporary walkway is provided on the same side 
of the street: 

a-1. The fee for a period of 7 days or less 
shall be $114. 

a-2. The fee for a period of 8 to 30 days 
shall be $177. 

a-3. The fee for each succeeding month 
or portion thereof beyond 30 days shall be $177.  

b. For the temporary occupancy of a 
portion of a sidewalk area, where the portion 
remaining open to pedestrian traffic is at least 4 
feet wide at all points or where a temporary 
walkway is provided on the same side of the 
street. 

b-1. The fee for a period of 7 days or less 
shall be $57. 

b-2. The fee for a period of 8 to 30 days 
shall be $89. 

b-3. The fee for each succeeding month 
or portion thereof beyond 30 days shall be $89. 

4. PARKING LANES.  For the 
temporary occupancy of all or a portion of a 
parking lane, where the parking lane is not 
available for public use: 

a. Arterial Street.  a-1.  The fee for a 
period of 7 days or less shall be $133. 

a-2. The fee for a period of 8 to 30 days 
shall be $215. 

a-3. The fee for each succeeding month 
or portion thereof beyond 30 days shall be $215.  

b. Collector Street.   
b-1.   The fee for a period of 7 days or less 

shall be $89. 
b-2. The fee for a period of 8 to 30 days 

shall be $145. 
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b-3. The fee for each succeeding month 
or portion thereof beyond 30 days shall be $145. 

c. Local Street.  c-1.  The fee for a 
period of 7 days or less shall be $44. 

c-2. The fee for a period of 8 to 30 days 
shall be $75. 

c-3. The fee for each succeeding month or 
portion thereof beyond 30 days shall be $75. 

4.5.   PARKLETS.  For the seasonal 
installation of a parklet in the public right-of-way 
parking lane, the fee shall be $200 per 20 linear 
feet or per parking space. 

5. TRAFFIC LANES AND ALLEYS.  For 
the temporary occupancy of all or a portion of a 
traffic lane or alley, where the traffic lane or alley 
is not available for public use: 

a. Arterial Street.   
a-1.   The fee for a period of 7 days or less 

shall be $151. 
a-2. The fee for a period of 8 to 30 days 

shall be $278. 
a-3. The fee for each succeeding month or 

portion thereof beyond 30 days shall be $278. 
b. Collector Street.  b-1.  The fee for a 

period of 7 days or less shall be $101. 
b-2. The fee for a period of 8 to 30 days 

shall be $190. 
b-3. The fee for each succeeding month or 

portion thereof beyond 30 days shall be $190. 
c. Local Street or Alley.  c-1.  The fee for 

a period of 7 days or less shall be $50. 
c-2. The fee for a period of 8 to 30 days 

shall be $94. 
c-3. The fee for each succeeding month or 

portion thereof beyond 30 days shall be $94. 
6. INSPECTION.  An additional fee shall 

be charged per month or portion thereof for each 
permit processed to cover costs of inspection in 
the following amounts: 

a. Sidewalks:  $60. 
b. Parking lanes:  $60. 
c. Traffic lanes and alleys:  $99. 

(See s. 115-11.) 
 
81-102.1. Public Ways:  Special Permits.  

1. CURB AND GUTTER.  The fee for 
restoration of curb and gutter with respect to the 
removal of a driveway shall be $133. 

2. DRIVEWAYS-TEMPORARY.  The fee 
for installation of a temporary driveway 
(driveover curb) shall be $114. 

3. FENCES.  The fee for installation of a 
fence encroaching on the public right of way 
shall be $114. 

4. HOLLOW WALKS.  The fee for 
performance of any work on a sidewalk situated 
over a hollow walk shall be $119. 
 5. POLES.  The fee for installing, 
replacing and removing utility poles shall be 
computed at $119 per block face.  A block face 
shall consist of both sides of the street and not 
exceed 100 house numbers.  In instances when 
a block face of 100 house numbers is divided by 
one or more intersecting public ways, each 
subdivision shall constitute a block face. 

6. SIDEWALKS.   
a. The fee for replacing sidewalks shall 

be computed at $111 for regular walks per block 
face and $195 for full walks per block face.  A 
block face shall consist of both sides of the 
street and not exceed 100 house numbers.  If a 
block face of 100 house numbers is divided by 
one or more intersecting public ways, each 
subdivision shall constitute a block face. 

b. The fee for replacing a sidewalk 
adjacent to a single parcel, up to 150 feet in 
frontage, shall be $25. 

7. STREET CUTS.  The fee for 
replacing and filling street cuts shall be $195. 

8. INSPECTION COSTS. 
a. An additional fee shall be charged for 

each permit under subs. 1 to 4, 6-a and 7 to 
cover costs of inspection in the amount of $107. 

b.  An additional fee shall be charged for 
each permit under sub. 6-b to cover costs of 
inspection in the amount of $25. 

c. An additional fee shall be charged for 
permits for public utilities under sub. 5 in 
accordance with a schedule of the actual costs 
of inspection services prepared by the 
commissioner of public works in an amount 
equivalent to the actual cost of the inspection 
services. 
 
81-102.3. Purchasing Appeals.  The fee 
required for a vendor to appeal bid specifications 
and recommendations for awards pursuant to 
s. 16-05 of the charter and s. 310-19 of the code 
shall be 1% of the amount of the bid being 
appealed. 
 
81-102.4. Purchasing-Restoration to Bidders 
Lists.  The fee required for a vendor to be 
restored to bidders lists maintained by the 
purchasing division - department of 
administration, subsequent to the division’s 
removal of a vendor's name if the vendor does 
not respond on 3 consecutive bids, shall be $80.
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81-102.6. Recycling, Salvaging or Towing 
Premises License.  
 1. Each license shall be valid for 2 
years from the date of issuance. 
 2.  The fee for each license shall be 
$275. 
 3. The fee for each additional building 
or other fixed place for storage, as provided in 
s. 93-5-3, shall be $50. 
(See ch. 93.) 
 
81-102.8. Recycling, Salvaging or Towing 
Vehicle License.  
 1. Each license shall be valid for 2 
years from the date of issuance. 
 2. The fee for each license shall be 
$150. 
 3. For a business with 2 or more 
vehicles, as provided in s. 93-5-2-a-2, the fee 
shall be $275. 
 4. The fee to change the motor vehicle 
used in the conduct of a recycling, salvaging or 
towing business shall be $10.  
(See ch. 93.) 
 
81-103.2. Salary Advances.  
 1.   Upon the approval of department 
heads, city employees may receive advances on 
salaries in order to address unforeseen 
emergencies.  The first such advance in a 
calendar year shall be provided without charge. 
 2. The processing charge for all 
subsequent advances in the calendar year shall 
be $25. 
 
81-103.5. Statement of Income Duplicates. 

1. Upon written request, one copy or 
duplicate set of statements of income (form 
1099) shall be provided to city vendors without 
charge through April 15 for the preceding 
calendar year. 

2. The processing charge for requests 
beyond April 15, or for additional copies or 
duplicates shall be $15 and $25 respectively for 
each item requested. 
 
81-104. Secondhand Dealer's License.  
 1.  Each license shall be valid for 2 
years from the date of issuance. 
 2.a.  The fee for each license shall be 
$275, except as provided in par. b.  
 b.  The fee for each license for 
businesses dealing exclusively in secondhand 
bicycles shall be $75.  
(See subch. 2 of ch. 92.) 

81-104.6. Secondhand Motor Vehicle 
Dealer's License.   
 1.  Each license shall be valid for 2 
years from the date of issuance. 

2. The fee for each license shall be 
$290. 
(See subch. 3 of ch. 92.) 
 
81-104.7. Sewer Connection.   
 1.   The fee for connecting a private 
drain to a public sewer shall be $60. 

2. There shall be a processing fee of $6 
for each permit issued. 
(See s. 12-20, charter.) 
 
81-105. Shooting Gallery License.  
 1.  Each shooting gallery license shall 
be issued for a period not to exceed 14 days.  

2. The fee for each license shall be 
$100. 
(See s. 105-39.) 
 
81-106.7. Sidewalk Area Dining Permit.  
 1.  The fee for a sidewalk area dining 
permit shall be based on the total area, in 
square feet, of the dining area: 
 a. 0-100 square feet: $25 
 b.  101-200 square feet: $50 
 c.  201-300 square feet: $75 
 d.  301-400 square feet: $100 
 e.  401-500 square feet: $150 
 f.  501-1,000 square feet: $225 
 g.  1,001-1,500 square feet: $300 
 h.  1,501 or greater square feet: $500 
 2.  In addition to the fee specified in 
sub. 1, an initial application fee of $100 shall be 
required for each new application.  
(See s. 115-32.6.) 
 
81-107. Signs or Decorations Attached to 
City-owned Poles. The fee for the attachment 
of each sign or decoration as provided for in 
s. 101-50-6 shall be $15 per attachment. 
(See s. 101-50.) 
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81-122. Tax Bill Duplicate.  The fee for each 
duplicate tax bill, except for the current tax bill 
issued during the current tax collection period, 
shall be $6. 
(See s. 304-35.) 
 
81-123. Tax Payment History and Tax 
Payment Receipt Duplicate. 
 a. The fee for each tax-levy year 
payment history shall be $6. 
 b. The fee for a duplicate tax payment 
receipt for each property tax account shall be 
$6. 
 
81-126.5. Temporary Change of Plan Permit. 
The fee for a temporary change of plan permit 
shall be $50.  
 
81-128. Traffic Signal Timing Schedule.  
The fee for each copy of a traffic signal timing 
schedule shall be computed at the rate of $30 
per intersection. 
(See s. 101-50.) 
 
81-129. Traffic Signs, Documentation of 
Installation.  The fee for each letter of 
documentation relative to traffic control signs 
shall be $20. 
(See s. 101-50.) 
 
81-129.5. Transient Merchant License. 

1.  Each transient merchant license 
shall be issued for the length of the event, not to 
exceed one year. 

2. The fee for each license shall be 
$140. 
(See s. 95-2.) 
 
81-129.7. Tree Maintenance and Con- 
servation Permit.  The fee for a tree 
maintenance and conservation permit shall be 
$100 plus $10 for each tree proposed to be 
removed or disturbed under the permit. 
(See s. 252-80.) 
 
81-131.3. Vehicle for Sale on Public 
Property.   
 1. The fee for each certificate required 
for vehicles that are for sale in the public way 
shall be $40. 

2. Certificates shall be valid for a period 
of 6 months from the date of issuance. 
(See s. 101-29). 

81-132. Wage and Tax Statement 
Duplicates.  
 1. Upon written request, one copy or 
duplicate set of wage statements (W-2 form) 
shall be provided to current or former city 
employees without charge through April 15 for 
the preceding calendar year. 
 2. The processing charge for requests 
beyond April 15, or for additional copies or 
duplicates shall be $15 and $25, respectively, 
for each item requested. 
 
81-133. Waste Collector's License, Private. 

1.  Each license shall be valid for 2 
years from the date of issuance. 

2. The fee for each vehicle shall be 
$65. 
(See s. 79-9.) 
 
81-134. Water Service.  There shall be a 
processing fee of $6 for each permit issued. 
(See s. 97-3.) 
 
81-135. Weighing and Measuring Device 
Licenses.  Weighing and measuring device 
licenses shall not be transferable between 
operators, establishments, devices or vehicles. 
Weights and measures inspection fees for 
noncompliant devices shall be as provided in 
s. 60-70. 
 1. LENGTH MEASURING DEVICES.   
 a. Length measuring device licenses 
shall be valid for 24 months from the date of 
issuance.   
 b. The fee for each length measuring 
device license shall be $60.   
(See s. 82-14) 
 2. LIQUID MEASURING DEVICES.   
 a. Retail petroleum meter licenses shall 
be valid for 12 months from the date of 
issuance.   
 a-1. The fee for each retail petroleum 
meter shall be $60. 
 a-2. A retail petroleum meter license shall 
expire at the same time as the filling station 
license issued under ch. 84. 
 b. All other liquid measuring device 
licenses, including bulk plant meter licenses, 
shall be valid for 24 months from the date of 
issuance.   
 b-1. The fee shall be based on the 
maximum flow rate of a liquid measuring device. 
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 b-2. The following schedule of fees shall 
apply to a liquid measuring device license: 
 
Capacity  Fee 
 
0 – 30 gallons per minute $ 60 
31 – 200 gallons per minute  $250 
Over 200 gallons per minute  $250 
(See s. 82-14) 
  
 3. SCALES.   
 a.  Scale licenses shall be valid for 24 
months from the date of issuance.   
 b.  The fee for each scale license shall 
be $55. 
(See s. 82-14) 
 
 4. SCANNING DEVICES.   
 a. Retail establishment scanning device 
licenses shall be valid for 24 months from the 
date of issuance.   
 b. The following schedule of fees shall 
apply to retail establishment scanning device 
licenses: 
 
Capacity  Fee 
 
1 – 3 devices  $130 
4 or more devices  $250 
(See s. 82-20) 
 
 6. TIMING DEVICES.   
 a. Timing device licenses shall be valid 
for 24 months from the date of issuance.   
 b. The fee for each timing device 
license shall be $30. 
(See. s. 82-14) 
 
 
 
 
 
For legislative history of chapter 81, contact the 
Municipal Research Library. 
 
 
 
 
Pages 273-274 are blank. 
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SUBCHAPTER 2 
 ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 
 APPLICABLE TO LICENSE AND 
 PERMIT APPLICATIONS 
 
85-11.  Purpose and Scope. 1. PURPOSE. It is 
the purpose of the common council to assure 
uniformity and clarity in the procedures related 
to application for and administration of certain 
licenses and permits. 

2. SCOPE AND APPLICATION. The 
provisions of this subchapter shall not 
supersede or replace any provision contained 
elsewhere in this code respecting licenses and 
permits, but shall apply where provisions for 
application and administration are otherwise 
silent. This subchapter provides uniform 
procedures for licenses and permit 
disqualifications, transfers of licenses and 
permits, changes in names of licensees, 
permittees and business names, and 
consideration of changes in circumstances 
following denial, nonrenewal or revocation. 
 
85-12.  Contents of Application. 1. WHEN AP- 
PLICANT IS AN INDIVIDUAL. The license 
application, which shall be signed and certified 
by the applicant, shall contain the following 
information:   
 a. The type of license being applied for. 

b. Name, permanent home address and 
telephone number of the applicant. 

c. The date of birth of the applicant. 
d. If applicable, the name and address of 

the business with which the license will be 
associated or at which the licensee will be 
employed. 

e. Such other reasonable and pertinent 
information as the common council or licensing 
committee may from time to time require. 

2. WHEN APPLICANT IS A BUSINESS.  
An application for a new or renewal license shall 
be signed by the sole proprietor, one partner, 
the agent, a majority owner of the business 
entity, or a corporate officer.  Each type of 
application shall contain the following 
information: 

a. The type of license being applied for. 
b. The name and permanent address of 

the applicant. 
c. If applicable, the name and address of 

the premises for which the license is to be 
granted. 

d. If the applicant is a corporation, limited 
liability company or other organized business 
entity, the name of the corporation, company or 
other entity shall be set forth exactly as it is set

forth in its articles of incorporation, together with 
the name and address of an agent and of each 
person who owns 20% or more of the 
corporation, company or entity.   

e. If the applicant is a partnership, 
the application shall set forth the name and 
resident address of each of the partners, 
including limited partners, and the application 
shall be verified by each partner.  If one or more 
of the partners is a corporation, the provisions of 
this section pertaining to a corporate applicant 
shall apply to the corporate partners. 

f. The date of birth of each sole 
proprietor, partner, agent or person who owns 
20% or more of the business entity. 

g. Such other reasonable and 
pertinent information the common council or the 
proper licensing committee of the common 
council may from time to time require. 
 3. PROOF OF IDENTITY; AGE 
REQUIREMENT.  a. Every applicant shall 
present to the city clerk for examination a 
driver’s license, Milwaukee municipal 
identification card, or some other proof of 
identity as may be reasonably required. 
 b. Every applicant shall be at least 18 
years of age at the time of application, unless 
otherwise specified in this code. 

 
85-12.5. Issuance of License or Permit; 
Duplicate Required. 1. ISSUANCE. Each 
license or permit authorized to be issued by the 
city clerk shall contain the signature of the city 
clerk and shall be sealed with the corporate seal 
of the city. No license or permit shall be issued 
until the applicant shall satisfy the common 
council, or other public body or official 
authorized by the common council, that he or 
she has in every manner complied with the 
ordinances pertaining to the issuance of the 
license or permit, including payment to the city 
of the required license or permit fee.  In addition, 
no license or permit shall be issued by the city 
clerk if the health department or department of 
neighborhood services has placed a hold on 
issuance of the license or permit because of a 
need for the applicant to obtain an inspection or 
a permit, to pay a fee, or to comply with an order 
issued by the department. 
 2. DUPLICATE REQUIRED. Any 
license or permit that cannot be produced or 
displayed due to loss, theft, mutilation or 
destruction or that is not legible due to 
defacement or any other reason shall be 
promptly replaced by the licensee or permittee 
upon payment of the fee for a duplicate copy 
provided in s. 81-1-4. 



85-12-7 License and Permit Procedures  

 

 
10/15/2019 -330-  

85-12.7.  Scheduling of Committee Hearing.  
For any license application subject to review by 
a licensing committee of the common council, 
the city clerk shall, upon certifying that the 
application is complete and that any required 
reports of the police department and 
departmentof neighborhood services have been 
completed, refer the application to the 
appropriate committee.  Upon referral, the 
application shall be scheduled and heard by the 
common council committee before the expiration 
of the period beginning on the date of referral 
and ending not later than 3 complete periods 
between regularly scheduled meetings of the 
common council. 
 
85-13.  Disqualification for License.  
 1. APPLICABILITY. Whenever any 
application denied, or license not renewed, 
revoked or surrendered, is an alcohol beverage 
retail establishment or tavern entertainment 
license, the provisions of this section related to 
periods of disqualification for these licenses 
shall apply to any other type of alcohol beverage 
retail establishment license. 

2. EXCEPTIONS. This section shall 
not apply to any application that is denied or any 
license that is not renewed for a reason based 
solely on the failure of the applicant to appear 
before the licensing committee for a hearing on 
whether a new or renewal application shall be 
recommended for approval or denial to the 
common council. 

3. WHEN WITHDRAWN. Whenever 
a new application for a license is withdrawn after 
the city clerk issues a notice for a hearing on a 
possible denial, the application shall be 
considered denied upon withdrawal for purposes 
of the disqualification provided in sub. 4, except 
that the period of disqualification shall be 6 
months from the date of withdrawal.    

4. WHEN DENIED. a. Except as 
provided in par. b, whenever an application is 
denied, no other application by the same 
applicant for the same license, and where 
applicable, at the same premises, shall be 
recommended for approval by the licensing 
committee for a period of 12 months following 
the date of the denial. 

b. Whenever an application for a new 
license is denied for a reason relating to the 
fitness of the location of the premises to be 
licensed, no other application by any party for 
the same license at the same premises shall be 
recommended for approval by the licensing 
committee within 3 years of the date of the 

denial unless the applicant has demonstrated 
under s. 85-15 a change of circumstances since 
the denial. 

5. WHEN NOT RENEWED. a. 
Except as provided in par. b, whenever a license 
is not renewed, no other application by the same 
applicant for the same license, and where 
applicable, at the same premises, shall be 
recommended for approval by the licensing 
committee for a period of 12 months following 
the date of nonrenewal. 

b. Whenever a license is not 
renewed for a reason relating to the fitness of 
the location of the licensed premises, no other 
application by any party for the same license at 
the same premises shall be recommended for 
approval by the licensing committee within 3 
years of the date of the nonrenewal unless the 
applicant has demonstrated under s. 85-15 a 
change of circumstances since the nonrenewal. 

6. WHEN REVOKED. a. Except as 
provided in pars. b and c, whenever a license is 
revoked, no other new application by the same 
applicant for the same license, and where 
applicable, at the same or any other premises, 
shall be recommended for approval by the 
licensing committee for a period of 12 months 
following the date of revocation. 

b. Whenever a license is revoked, no 
other application by any other party who has a 
financial relationship with the person whose 
license was revoked, including, but not limited to 
membership in the same partnership, 
corporation, limited liability company or 
association, for the same license at the same 
premises shall be recommended for approval by 
the licensing committee for a period of 12 
months following the date of revocation. 

c. Whenever a license is revoked for 
a reason relating to the fitness of the location of 
the licensed premises, no other application by 
any party for the same license at the same 
premises shall be recommended for approval by 
the licensing committee within 3 years of the 
date of the revocation unless the person has 
demonstrated under s. 85-15 a change of 
circumstances since the revocation. 

7. WHEN SURRENDERED. 
Whenever a license is surrendered in lieu of 
pending nonrenewal or revocation proceedings, 
no other new application by the applicant for the 
same license, and where applicable, at the 
same or any other premises, shall be 
recommended for approval by the licensing 
committee for a period of 12 months following 
the date of surrender. 
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85-37. Changes to Plan of Operation, 
Permanent.  If, after a license has been issued, 
the licensee wishes to permanently deviate from 
the plan of operation that was submitted with the 
original application, the licensee shall file a 
written request with the city clerk which states 
the nature of the change. No change shall take 
place until the request is approved through 
issuance of a new license. 
 
85-39. Changes to Plan of Operation, 
Temporary.  1.  AUTHORITY. The granting of a 
temporary change of plan permit shall authorize 
the permitee or licensee to deviate from the plan 
of operation specified on the existing license or 
permit. Such authority shall be contingent on the 
licensee also obtaining any other special 
privileges or permits required to effectuate the 
additional action or activity sought in the change 
of plan permit application. 
 2.  ELIGIBILE AREAS. Areas 
included in any temporary change of plan permit 
shall be owned by or under the control of the 
permitee or licensee. If the applicant seeks to 
encroach upon public property or a public 
thoroughfare, the applicant shall also obtain the 
applicable special privilege permit. 
 3.  APPLICATION. a. Application for a 
temporary change of plan permit shall be made 
by an individual, or authorized agent in the case 
of a corporation, who shall be personally 
responsible for compliance with all of the 
provisions of this section. 
 b. Application for the temporary 
change of plan permit shall be filed on or before 
the deadline established by the city clerk on 
forms provided by the city clerk. The application 
shall include: 
 b-2. The name, business address and 
telephone number of the applicant. 
 b-3. The address of the existing 
licensed premises, the aldermanic district in 
which the premises is located, and a specific 
description of the site for which the temporary 
change is sought. 
 b-4. The name of the particular event 
or function for which the temporary change of 
the licensed premises is sought. 
 b-5. The date and period of time for 
which the particular event or function will be 
operated.  
 b-6. Such other reasonable and 
pertinent information as the common council or 
licensing committee may require. 
 c. The city clerk shall accept 
applications filed after the filing deadline

established by the city clerk, provided the 
applicant affirms the applicant's understanding 
that any decision made by a common council 
member under sub. 4 is final and not subject to 
further review. 
 4. APPROVAL BY COUNCIL 
MEMBER. a. The completed application shall be 
referred to the common council member 
representing the district in which the premises 
for which the permit is sought is located. The 
common council member shall determine 
whether to approve the permit and shall inform 
the city clerk of his or her decision. 
 b. In making a determination, the 
common council member shall consider each of 
the following factors: 
 b-1. The appropriateness of the 
location and site for which the permit is sought, 
and whether the activity for which the permit is 
sought will create undesirable neighborhood 
problems. 
 b-2. The hours during which the activity 
would take place on the site and the likely effect 
of the activity on the surrounding area. 
 b-3. Whether previous permits granted 
to the same applicant or to other applicants for 
the same site have resulted in neighborhood 
problems including, but not limited to, complaints 
of loud music, noise, litter, disorderly 
assemblages, loitering or public urination. 
 b-4. Any other factors which 
reasonably relate to the public health, safety and 
welfare. 
 5. COMMITTEE ACTION. a. If an 
application filed prior to the deadline set by the 
city clerk is denied approval by a common 
council member under sub. 4-a, the applicant 
may appeal the decision to the licensing 
committee. 
 b. If a written objection to an 
application is filed by any interested person, the 
city clerk shall forward the application to the 
licensing committee for a hearing. 
 6. HEARING PROCEDURE. a. Any 
hearing required under sub. 5 shall be 
conducted as set forth in s. 85-2.7. 
 b. No hearing shall be heard unless 
the city clerk provides the applicant written 
notice in the manner set forth in s. 85-3 so that 
the applicant has at least 3 days notice of the 
hearing. 
 7. ISSUANCE. a. If the common 
council member approves or the common 
council grants the application for a temporary 
change of plan permit, the city clerk shall issue 
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an appropriate document to the applicant 
confirming that fact and specifying the date, 
period of time and specific location for which the 
temporary change of plan shall be in effect. The 
document shall also contain any restrictions or 
conditions which the common council member 
or common council may place on the approvals. 
 b. The city clerk shall not issue a 
temporary change of plan permit if the 
commissioner of neighborhood services has 
provided the city clerk with a request to hold the 
issuance on the basis that the applicant has not 
obtained all required permits for the premises or 
final inspection of the premises has not yet 
occurred. 
 c. The city clerk shall, within 24 
hours after the issuance of the approving 
document, inform the chief of police of the date, 
place and event for which the temporary change 
of plan was issued. 
 8. ON-PREMISES SALE. a. A 
licensee granted a temporary change of plan 
permit and in possession of a current Class “B” 
tavern license, Class “B” fermented malt 
beverage retailer’s license, or Class “C” wine 
retailer’s license may not sell any alcohol or non-
alcohol beverages for consumption in bottles, 
cans and glass containers in the temporary 
location of the change of plan. Beverages may 
only be sold in single-service cups for on-
premises consumption in the location of the 
temporary extension of the licensed premises. 
 b. An exception to the limitation on 
sale of alcohol beverages to single-service cups 
in par. a may be permitted by the chief of police 
upon application of an event sponsor or the 
licensee of the temporary change of plan made 
at least 60 days prior to the special event. In an 
application for such an exception, the applicant 
shall provide all of the following to the chief of 
police: 
 b-1.  A copy of the change of plan 
application or permit, if issued, and information 
identifying the sponsor or sponsors of the 
special event, if any. 
 b-2. The reason or reasons for which 
an exception in sought. 
 b-3. The security plan proposed for the 
event, including a specific description of the 
procedures and policies for ensuring the safety 
of the public. 
 b-4. A description of the entertainment 
or amusement to be provided during the special 
event. 

 b-5. The type and estimated quantity of 
single-service beverage containers proposed for 
sale or possession upon the extended premises.

 b-6. Any other information the chief of 
police may require. 
 c. The chief of police may permit 
beverage containers other than single-service 
cups when, in his or her discretion, considering 
information in the application and other factors 
consistent with the health, safety and welfare of 
the public and of police officers, it is determined 
that the exception poses no appreciable risk. 
These factors may include past experience with 
the same or similar special events, the 
estimated number of participants in the special 
event, and neighborhood circumstances. 
 d. The chief of police may, upon 
cause clearly shown in the application, waive the 
requirement that an application be made at least 
60 days prior to the event. 
 9. DISPLAY OF PERMIT. a. Every 
person issued a temporary change of plan 
permit pursuant to this section shall post the 
permit in a conspicuous place in the premises 
during those times when the activity is taking 
place. 
 b. It shall be unlawful for any person 
to post a permit or to be permitted to post a 
permit upon premises other than those 
mentioned in the application, or knowingly to 
deface or destroy a permit. 
 c. Failure to appropriately post a 
permit shall be treated in the same manner as 
operating without a permit. 
 10. FEE. Each application shall be 
accompanied by the fee specified in s. 81-126.5. 
 
85-41. Penalty, General. 1.  Any person who 
violates any of the provisions of this chapter 
shall, where no other provisions are expressly 
made for the enforcement of any forfeitures or 
penalties under this chapter, upon conviction be 
subject to a forfeiture of not more than $500 and 
in default of payment thereof, shall be 
imprisoned as provided by law. 
 2. Any person who violates s. 85-30 
shall upon conviction be subject to a forfeiture of 
not less than $2,500 and not more than $5,000, 
and in default of payment thereof, shall be 
imprisoned as provided by law. 
 
 
 
For legislative history of chapter 85, contact the 
Municipal Research Library. 
 
 
 
Pages 339-340 are blank. 
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a-6. In determining the number of 
pending charges under subd. 3-a and 
convictions under subd. 3-b to g, any pending 
charges or convictions arising out of the same 
incident or occurrence shall be counted as one 
pending charge or conviction. 

a-7. Notwithstanding the provisions of 
subds. 3 and 5, an applicant who meets the 
criteria of those subdivisions shall have his or 
her application forwarded to the licensing 
committee if a written objection to the application 
is filed by any interested party. 

a-8. If there is a possibility of denial of 
any license regulated by this subsection, no 
hearing shall be heard unless the city clerk’s 
office has provided written notice to the 
applicant so that the applicant has at least 3 
days’ notice of the hearing. 

a-9. The notice shall contain:  
a-9-a. The date, time and place of the 

hearing. 
a-9-b. A statement to the effect that the 

possibility of denial of the license application 
exists and the reasons for possible denial. 

a-9-c. A statement that an opportunity 
will be given to the applicant to respond to and 
challenge any reason for denial and to present 
witnesses under oath and to confront and cross-
examine opposing witnesses under oath. 

a-9-d. A statement that the applicant may 
be represented by an attorney of the applicant's 
choice at the applicant's expense, if the 
applicant so wishes. 

a-10. If it appears for the first time at the 
hearing that there will be objections, then the 
matter shall be laid over until the next meeting, 
prior to which proper notice shall be given. 

a-11. If the chair at any time determines 
that a hearing is or will be contested, the chair 
shall announce that a time limit of 30 minutes 
shall be provided opponents of the proposed 
license and a time limit of 30 minutes for the 
applicant and supporters of the proposed 
license.  This time shall be extended for relevant 
questioning by licensing committee members.  If 
upon expiration of 30 minutes for opponents or 
30 minutes for the applicant and proponents the 
chair determines, subject to the approval or 
objection of the committee, that a full and fair 
hearing of relevant issues requires an extension 
of time to protect the interests of the public and 
the applicant, a reasonable extension of time 
may be granted. Individuals opposing the 
proposed license and members of the public 

supporting the proposed license may be limited 
to not more than 2 minutes testimony each, or a 
greater or lesser amount if the chair determines 
that a different time limit is appropriate to the fair 
and efficient conduct of the hearing. The 
applicant shall have the privilege of using any 
portion of applicant's 30 minutes for presentation 
and testimony. At any time, the chair may 
overrule or prohibit redundant testimony or 
argument found unnecessary to substantiate or 
corroborate testimony and argument previously 
presented. 

b. Hearing.  Upon certification by the 
city clerk as provided in par. a-2, all new 
applications for Class "A," “Class A,” Class "B," 
“Class B” and “Class C" retail licenses shall be 
timely scheduled for hearing by the licensing 
committee on a date prior to the expiration of 3 
full periods of time between regularly scheduled 
meetings of the common council.  Licensing 
committee hearings on all new applications 
under this section shall be conducted in the 
following manner: 

b-1. If there is a possibility of denial, at 
the hearing the committee chairman shall open 
the meeting by stating that a notice was sent 
and read the notice into the record unless the 
applicant admits notice. The chairman shall 
advise the applicant that the applicant has an 
option to proceed with a due process hearing, 
represented by counsel, with all testimony both 
direct and cross-examination under oath, or that 
the applicant may simply make a statement to 
the committee. 

b-2. A due process hearing shall be 
conducted in the following manner: 

b-2-a. All witnesses will be sworn in. 
b-2-b. Any report prepared under sub. 7 

and offered by the chief of police, the 
commissioner of health or the commissioner of 
neighborhood services shall be entered into the 
permanent record of the hearing without motion. 
Information contained in the report shall be 
admissible and considered by the committee as 
a public report to the extent that the report sets 
forth the activities of department personnel, or 
provides information about matters observed by 
department personnel under a duty imposed by 
law, or contains factual findings resulting from 
an investigation made under authority of law, 
unless the sources of information or other 
circumstances indicate lack of trustworthiness. 

b-2-c. The chair shall then ask those 
opposed to the granting of the license to 
proceed.  
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b-2-d. The applicant shall be permitted 
an opportunity to cross-examine. 

b-2-e. After the conclusion of the 
opponent's testimony, the applicant shall be 
permitted to present the applicant's own 
witnesses, subject to cross-examination. 

b-2-f. Committee members may ask 
questions of witnesses. 

b-2-g. Both proponents and opponents 
shall be permitted a brief summary statement.   

c. Recommendations. c-1. The 
recommendations of the committee regarding 
the applicant must be based on evidence 
presented at the hearing.  Probative evidence 
concerning whether or not the license should be 
granted may be presented on the following 
subjects: 

c-1-a. Whether or not the applicant 
meets the statutory and municipal requirements.  
 c-1-b.  The appropriateness of the location 
and premises to be licensed and whether the 
location will create undesirable neighborhood 
problems.  Probative evidence relating to these 
matters may be taken from the floor plan and 
plan of operation submitted pursuant to sub. 1-c 
and shall include information provided by the 
chief of police pursuant to sub. 7 of calls for 
service, complaints or criminal activity occurring 
on the premises that may be formally 
documented in a regular police department 
record such as a PA 33, summary or equivalent 
record that is proposed for licensing as a Class 
"A," “Class A,” “Class B” or Class "B" retail 
establishment or a “Class C" retail establishment 
or incidents associated with the premises during 
the 5-year period prior to the date of application. 

c-1-c. Whether there is an over-
concentration of licensed establishments in the 
neighborhood.  A concentration map placed in 
the applicant's file prior to certification for 
hearing may be admitted to the record upon 
motion of any interested party.   

c-1-d. Whether or not the applicant has 
been charged with or convicted of any felony, 
misdemeanor, municipal offense or other 
offense, the circumstances of which 
substantially relate to the licensed activity. 

c-1-e. Any other factors which 
reasonably relate to the public health, safety and 
welfare.  

c-2. The committee may make a 
recommendation immediately following the 
hearing or at a later date. This recommendation 
may include such revisions to the floor plan and 

plan of operation submitted pursuant to sub. 1-  
c as the committee may deem necessary and 
which are agreed to by the applicant. Written 
notice of the committee's decision will be 
provided if the decision is made at a later date or 
if the applicant was not present or represented. 
The committee shall forward its recommendation 
in writing to the full common council for vote at 
the next meeting at which such matter will be 
considered. 

9. DISQUALIFICATION.   
a.  Whenever any application is 

denied, or license not renewed, revoked or 
surrendered, the procedures for disqualification 
for license and change of circumstances 
provided in ss. 85-13 and 85-15 shall apply. 
 b. Whenever a new application for a 
“Class A" retailer's intoxicating liquor license, a 
“Class B" tavern license, a Class "B" manager's 
license, a Class "A" fermented malt beverage 
retailer license, a Class "B" fermented malt 
beverage retailer license, a “Class C" wine 
retailer license, a Class "D" operator's license, a 
tavern amusement, dancing and music license, 
or a center for the visual and performing arts 
license, is withdrawn after commencement of 
the hearing of the licensing committee 
procedures for withdrawal provided in s. 85-13-3 
shall apply. 

10. ISSUANCE OF LICENSE BY 
CITY CLERK. It shall be the duty of the city 
clerk, whenever a license for the sale of 
intoxicating liquors, or fermented malt beverages 
shall have been granted by the common council, 
and the applicant shall have produced and filed 
with the city clerk a receipt showing payment of 
the sum required for such license to the city 
treasurer, to prepare and deliver to such 
applicant a license in accordance with this 
chapter and of the laws of the state of 
Wisconsin. Such license shall specifically state 
the premises to be licensed.  Such license shall 
not be transferable from one person to another, 
except as otherwise provided in s. 90-10, and it 
shall not authorize the sale of intoxicating liquors 
or fermented malt beverages in any other 
manner than that specified in the license. It shall 
not inure to the benefit of any person other than 
the licensee therein named and shall not 
authorize the sale of intoxicating liquors or 
fermented malt beverages in any other place 
than that specified in the license. It shall bear 
the signature of the city clerk and the corporate 
seal of the city. 
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there must be compliance with ch. 254 and with 
all other local and state rules, regulations and 
laws. 

2. DOORS KEPT CLOSED. All doors 
used for the admission of patrons to any Class 
"B" tavern premises shall, except when used for 
ingress and egress, be kept closed after 10 p.m. 
during the conduct of business on the premises. 

3. ADJACENT ROOMS. All separate 
rooms adjacent to the licensed tavern area of 
premises licensed for the sale of soda water 
where malt beverages, intoxicating liquor or soft 
drinks are served, shall be on the same floor 
with the licensed tavern area and shall abut and 
open directly upon a street or alley, and shall be 
further provided with doorless openings to the 
tavern area at least 2 feet 6 inches in width and 
at least 6 feet 8 inches in height and doorless 
openings between rooms 7 feet square in width 
and height. All other such rooms not abutting a 
street or alley shall have doorless openings to 
the tavern area and between rooms at least 7 
feet square in width and height. 

4. TAVERN PREMISES. All rooms 
where such beverages are to be served shall be 
designated in the application for the tavern 
license as part of the tavern premises, and said 
application shall be investigated as provided by 
s. 90-5, and only such rooms shall be so used 
for tavern purposes, and no alterations, 
changes or additions shall be made to such 
designated licensed premises without first 
securing a permit for such alterations, changes 
or additions from the commissioner of city 
development.  

5. HOTELS; CLUBS. Nothing in this 
section shall prohibit the serving of intoxicating 
liquors or fermented malt beverages to 
registered guests in their rooms at hotels and 
clubs having a hotel license and having a 
license to sell such beverages; and provided, 
further, that nothing contained in this section 
shall prohibit the serving of such intoxicating 
liquors or fermented malt beverages to guests in 
private dining rooms in hotels and restaurants 
which are licensed to sell such beverages if 
such guests in any one such room be 4 or more 
in number or, if less than 4 in number, if they be 
of the same sex; and provided, further, that such 
license shall entitle the holder thereof to serve 
intoxicating liquors or fermented malt beverages 
in separate rooms maintained solely for public 
banquet or dinner functions or in regularly 

maintained public dining rooms where such 
beverages are served only with meals or food.  

6. ILLUMINATION. All areas of 
taverns which are accessible to the public and 
which are licensed under this chapter shall be 
illuminated at all times during the conduct of 
business to a minimum intensity of not less than 
1.5 foot candles. This designated illumination 
intensity shall be maintained on a horizontal 
plane not higher than 32 inches above the floor 
and all illumination measurements taken for the 
purpose of this section shall be taken while the 
sensitive element of the light target is in a 
horizontal position. 
 
90-28. Misleading Advertising Prohibited in 
Class "B" Taverns. The following regulations 
are enacted to govern the conduct of business 
under Class "B" tavern licenses in the city:   

1. No person, firm or corporation 
conducting a business under a Class "B" tavern 
license shall use the words, "super bar" or 
"value bar" in connection with the name of such 
business in any manner whatsoever, either on or 
off the premises so licensed.   

2. There shall be no misleading, 
fraudulent or illegal advertising.   

3. There shall be no advertising of 
prices of individual drinks of intoxicating liquor or 
fermented malt beverages displayed in the 
exterior windows of the licensed premises.   

4. There shall be no advertising of 
prices either in the windows or on the outside of 
the licensed premises, or in newspapers or 
flyers, or in any other manner, by which 
advertising the licensee holds himself out as 
selling, dealing or trafficking in intoxicating liquor 
in the original package or container in quantities 
of more than 4 liters at any one time, to be 
consumed off premises so licensed or as selling 
fermented malt beverages at wholesale.  

5. There shall be no indication either 
in or about the licensed premises or in the 
method of conduct of operation of the Class "B" 
tavern business by which indication the licensee 
holds himself out as selling, dealing or trafficking 
in intoxicating liquor in the original package or 
container in quantities of more than 4 liters at 
any one time, to be consumed off premises so 
licensed or as selling fermented malt beverages 
in quantities of more than 4-1/2 gallons or at 
wholesale.
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90-28.5.  Advertising in Class "A" Fermented 
Malt Beverage Premises.  No person may 
advertise the price of fermented malt beverages 
by display on the exterior walls or windows 
whether on the interior or exterior of those 
windows of a Class "A" fermented malt 
beverage retailer premises. 
 
90-29. Alcohol Content to Show on Label. No 
fermented malt beverages or intoxicating liquors 
shall be sold unless the barrel, keg, cask, bottle 
or other container containing the same shall 
have thereupon at the time of a sale a label of 
the kind and character required by statute. Every 
bottle shall contain upon the label thereof a 
statement of the contents in fluid ounces in plain 
and legible form.  No bottle or other container 
shall be refilled as permitted in s. 90-31-1-b, 
unless there is a label or other identification on 
the container bearing a statement of its contents 
in fluid ounces in plain legible type. 
 
90-30. Selling of Illegal Beverages Prohibited. 
No beverages of an alcoholic content prohibited 
by the laws of the United States shall be kept in 
or about licensed premises. 
 
90-31. Refilling Bottles or Substitution of 
Brands Prohibited. 1.  RETAILER MAY NOT 
BOTTLE OR REFILL. a. Prohibited. No person 
licensed under this chapter may bottle any 
intoxicating liquor or fermented malt beverage or 
refill any bottle or add to the contents of  any 
bottle or container from any other bottle or 
container. 
 b. Exception.  A “Class B” tavern or 
Class “B” retail licensee authorized to sell 
fermented malt beverages may dispense and 
sell fermented malt beverages in refillable 
bottles or containers labeled and identified as 
provided in s. 90-29 and not exceeding one 
gallon capacity. 
 2. SERVE NO SUBSTITUTE. No 
licensee or his employee selling intoxicating 
liquors or fermented malt beverages by the 
drink, when requested to serve a particular 
brand or type of intoxicating liquor or fermented 
malt beverage shall substitute another brand or 
type of intoxicating liquor or fermented malt 
beverage without telling the patron of the 
substitution. 
 
90-32. Fraud on Tavern Keepers Prohibited. 

1.  PROHIBITED. It shall be unlawful 
for any person:  a. Having obtained any food, 
lodging or beverages of any kind or other 

services at any tavern, to intentionally abscond 
without paying for it. 

b. While a patron at any tavern, to 
intentionally defraud the keeper thereof in any 
transaction arising out of such relationship as a 
patron. 

2. EVIDENCE. Under this section, 
prima facie evidence of an intent to defraud is 
shown by: 

a. The refusal of payment upon 
presentation when due, and the return unpaid of 
any bank check or order for the payment of 
money, given by any patron to any tavern, in 
payment of any obligation arising out of such 
relationship as patron. Such facts shall also be 
deemed prima facie evidence of an intent to 
abscond without payment. 

b. The failure or refusal of any patron 
at a tavern, to pay, upon written demand, the 
established charge for food, beverages of any 
kind or other services actually rendered. 

c. The giving of false information or 
the presenting of false or fictitious credentials for 
the purpose of obtaining credit, food, beverages 
or other services. 

d. The drawing, endorsing, issuing or 
delivering to any tavern, of any check, draft or 
order for payment of money upon any bank or 
other depository, in payment of established 
charges for food, beverages of any kind, or other 
service, knowing at the time that there is not 
sufficient credit with the drawee bank or other 
depository for payment in full of the instrument 
drawn. 
 
90-37.  Centers for the Visual and Performing 
Arts.  1.  FINDINGS. The Wisconsin state 
statutes create the designation “centers for the 
visual and performing arts” and exempt them 
from certain restrictions relating to the presence 
of underage persons on licensed Class “B” 
alcohol beverage premises.  The state statutes 
do not, however, provide a definition for “centers 
for the visual and performing arts.’”  The 
prevention of the underage consumption of 
alcohol and the regulation of alcohol beverage 
premises where underage persons congregate 
is a primary concern of the common council, 
given its responsibility to protect its most 
vulnerable residents.  The common council 
finds, therefore, that it is essential to define and 
license “centers for the visual and performing 
arts” to help ensure the health, safety and 
welfare of the people of the city of Milwaukee 
and, in this light, to grant this license infrequently 
and only after careful consideration, review and 
deliberation.
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2. LICENSE REQUIRED.  No 
premise shall be deemed a center for the visual 
and performing arts without first obtaining a 
license as required in this section, except that no 
license shall be required of centers for the visual 
and performing arts operated by nonprofit 
organizations which, for the purposes of this 
provision, shall mean a federal, state or local 
unit of government or agency thereof, a public or 
private elementary, secondary or post-
secondary school, or an organization that is 
described in s. 501(c)(3) of the internal revenue 
code of the United States of America and is 
exempt from taxation under s. 501(a) of this 
code. 

3. MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS.  No 
premise shall be licensed as a center for the 
visual and performing arts unless it fulfills all the 
relevant criteria of pars. a to d. 

a. The operator of the premises shall 
hold a valid public entertainment premises 
license for the same premises issued under ch. 
108.  

b. A center for the visual and 
performing arts shall have either of the following: 

b-1. At least one stage or designated 
performance space. 

b-2. A collection of recognized works of 
art placed on regular public display, as testified 
to before the licensing committee of the common 
council by recognized experts or art critics. 

c. At a center for the visual and 
performing arts that is also a theater, the service 
of alcohol beverages shall be incidental to the 
main function of the licensed premise as 
evidenced by the service of alcohol beverages 
no earlier than 2 hours before a given day’s 
scheduled performance, no later than 2 hours 
after a given day’s scheduled performance and 
only in a designated lobby area. 

d. At a center for the visual and 
performing arts that provides live music 
performances on a stage or designated 
performance space less than 1200 square feet 
in size to an all-ages audience, which is subject 
to the curfew limitations set forth in s. 106-23 
and the employment limitations of minors set 
forth in s. 103.78, Wis. Stats., underage patrons 
shall enter the premises no earlier than one hour 
before a scheduled performance and shall leave 
the premises no later than one half hour after 
completion of the performance. 

4. APPLICATION. a. Application for a 
center for the visual and performing arts license 
shall be filed with the city clerk on a form 
provided therefor.   

b. The application shall require: 
b-1. The name and permanent address 

of the applicant. 
b-2. The name and address of the 

premise for which the license is to be granted, 
including the aldermanic district in which it is 
situated. 

b-3. If the applicant is a corporation, 
the name of the corporation shall be set forth 
exactly as it is set forth in its articles of 
incorporation, together with the names and 
address of each of its officers, directors and 
designated managers, if any; the application 
shall be verified by an officer of the corporation. 

b-4. If the applicant is a partnership, 
the application shall set forth the name and 
resident address of each of the partners, 
including limited partners, and the application 
shall be verified by each partner. If one or more 
of the partners is a corporation, the provisions of 
this section pertaining to a corporate applicant 
shall apply to the corporate partners. 

b-5. If the applicant is a club, 
association or other organization which is 
neither a corporation or partnership, the 
application shall set forth the exact name of the 
entity together with the names and resident 
addresses of all officers and be verified by an 
officer of the club, association, or organization. 

b-6. The date of birth of the applicant. 
b-7. A completed plan of operation on 

a form provided therefor by the city clerk. The 
plan of operation shall require: 

b-7-a. The planned hours of operation for 
the premises. 

b-7-b. The number of patrons expected 
on a daily basis at the premises. 

b-7-c. The legal occupancy limit of the 
premises.  

b-7-d. What plans, if any, the applicant 
has to insure underage persons are not served 
alcohol beverages at the premise and that 
alcohol beverages are not consumed by 
underage persons at the premise. 

b-7-e. What plans, if any, the applicant 
has to insure that underage persons are not on 
the premise in violation of the city’s curfew 
ordinance as set forth in s. 106-23. 

b-7-f. The number of off-street parking 
spaces available at the premises. 

b-7-g. Whether or not the premises will 
make use of sound amplification equipment and, 
if so, what kind. 

b-7-h. What plans, if any, the applicant 
has to provide security for the premises. 
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b-7-i. What plans, if any, the applicant 
has to insure the orderly appearance and 
operation of the premises with respect to litter 
and noise. 

b-8. Any other licenses held by the 
applicant or attached to the premises. 

b-9. Such other reasonable and 
pertinent information the common council or the 
proper licensing committee may from time to 
time require. 

5. ISSUANCE.  a. Applications shall 
be referred to the chief of police, the 
commissioner of neighborhood services and the 
commissioner of health, all of whom shall cause 
an investigation to be made and report their 
findings to the licensing committee. 

b. The licensing committee shall hold 
a hearing on whether or not to issue each new 
license. If there is a possibility of denial, no 
hearing shall be heard unless the city clerk's 
office has provided written notice to the 
applicant. The notice shall be served upon the 
applicant so that the applicant has at least 3 
days' notice of the hearing.  The notice shall 
contain:  

b-1. The date, time and place of the 
hearing. 

b-2. A statement to the effect that the 
possibility of denial of the license application 
exists and the reasons for possible denial. 

b-3. A statement that an opportunity 
will be given to the applicant to respond to and 
challenge any reason for denial and to present 
witnesses under oath and to confront and cross-
examine opposing witnesses under oath. 

b-4. A statement that the applicant may 
be represented by an attorney of the applicant's 
choice at the applicant's expense, if the 
applicant so wishes. 

c. If there is a possibility of denial, at 
the hearing the committee chair shall open the 
meeting by stating that a notice was sent and 
read the notice into the record unless the 
applicant admits notice. The chair shall advise 
the applicant that the applicant has an option to 
proceed with a due process hearing, 
represented by counsel, with all testimony both 
direct and cross-examination under oath, or that 
the applicant may simply make a statement to 
the committee. 

d. A due process hearing shall be 
conducted in the following manner: 

 d-1. All witnesses will be sworn in. 

d-2. The chair shall ask those opposed 
to the granting of the license to proceed first.  

d-3. The applicant shall be permitted 
an opportunity to cross- examine. 

d-4. After the conclusion of the 
opponent's testimony, the applicant shall be 
permitted to present the applicant's own 
witnesses, subject to cross-examination. 

d-5. Committee members may ask 
questions of witnesses.  

d-6. Both proponents and opponents 
shall be permitted a brief summary statement. 

e. The recommendations of the 
committee regarding the applicant must be 
based on evidence presented at the hearing. 
Probative evidence concerning whether or not 
the license should be granted may be presented 
on the following subjects: 

e-1. Whether or not the applicant 
meets the municipal requirements, including 
those in sub. 3. 

e-2. The appropriateness of the 
location and premises where the center for the 
visual and performing arts is to be located and 
whether the location will create undesirable 
neighborhood problems.  Probative evidence 
relating to these matters may be taken from the 
plan of operation submitted pursuant to sub. 
4-b-8. but not the content of any performance. 

e-3. The applicant’s record in operating 
similarly licensed premises. 

e-4. Whether or not the applicant has 
been charged with or convicted of any felony, 
misdemeanor, municipal offense or other 
offense, the circumstances of which 
substantially relate to the licensed activity. 

e-5. Any other factors which 
reasonably relate to the public health, safety and 
welfare. 

f. The committee may make a 
recommendation immediately following the 
hearing or at a later date. This recommendation 
may include such revisions to the plan of 
operation submitted pursuant to sub 4-b-8 as the 
committee may deem necessary and which are 
agreed to by the applicant.  Written notice of the 
committee's decision will be provided if the 
decision is made at a later date or if the 
applicant was not present or represented. The 
committee shall forward its recommendation in 
writing to the common council for vote at the 
next meeting at which such matter will be 
considered. 
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SUBCHAPTER 1 
MOBILE SALES 

 
92-1. Definitions. In this subchapter:  

1.  DIRECT SELLER means any 
person who sells goods or takes sales orders for 
the later delivery of goods on any public way or 
other public premises, and includes solicitors. 

2.  GOODS means personal property of 
any kind and includes goods provided incidental 
to services offered or sold.  

3.  OTHER PUBLIC PREMISES means 
any premises controlled by the city, county, 
state, or any board or other instrumentality or 
agency thereof, and dedicated for use by the 
public generally. This term includes public 
buildings and premises appurtenant thereto.  

4.  PERMANENT MERCHANT means 
any person who operates a fixed place of 
business in the city for which a final certificate of 
occupancy has been issued.  

5.  PERSON means a natural person.  
6.  PUBLIC WAY means any public 

thoroughfare dedicated, condemned, acquired 
or created in accordance with state statutes and 
city code for street, alley or pedestrian-way 
purposes.  

7. PUSHCART means any apparatus 
on wheels whose primary manufacture, design 
and purpose is for vending. 

8.  SOLICITOR means any person who 
goes from house to house, from place to place 
or from street to street selling or taking orders 
for, or offering to sell or take orders for goods, 
wares or merchandise, including books, 
periodicals, magazines or personal property of 
any nature for future delivery. 

9.  STREET FESTIVAL means any 
celebration taking place on any public way or 
other public premises and permitted by the city 
as a special event. This definition does not 
include a parade, procession, or bicycle or foot 
race. 

10.  TRADE SHOW OR CONVENTION 
means a temporary exhibition, show or meeting 
held by persons or organizations who are 
engaged in a particular business, occupation, 
profession or activity.  

11.  TRANSIENT MERCHANT means 
any person who engages in the business of 
selling merchandise at any fixed place in the city 
temporarily, and is not a permanent merchant of 
the city of Milwaukee. 
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92-3. License Required; Exceptions.  
1.  LICENSE REQUIRED. No person 

may engage in the business of a direct seller, 
transient merchant or solicitor within the limits of 
the city without first obtaining a mobile seller’s 
license under this subchapter. 

2.  EXCEPTIONS. The following shall 
be exempt from licensure, but shall not be 
exempt from the regulations provided in ss. 92-
13-4 and 5-a to k: 

a.  Any person delivering newspapers, 
fuel, dairy products or bakery goods to regular 
customers on established routes.  

b.  Any person selling goods at 
wholesale to dealers in such goods.  

c.  Any person solely selling food and 
licensed under ch. 68, or exempted from 
licensing under ch. 68.  

d.  Any permanent merchant or 
employee thereof who sells or takes orders 
away from the established place of business for 
goods regularly offered for sale by such 
merchants within the city.  

e.  Any person selling or offering for 
sale a service unconnected with the sale or 
offering for sale of goods.  

f.  Any person holding a sale required 
by statute or by order of any court, any person 
conducting a bona fide auction sale pursuant to 
law, or any person registered as an auctioneer 
under ch. 480, Wis. Stats. 

g.  Any home improvement sales- 
person licensed under s. 95-14 or any alarm 
sales personnel registered under s. 105-75-14. 

h.  Any person engaged in political or 
fundraising activities for a campaign committee 
or political organization duly registered with a 
federal, state, county or city election board.  

i.  Any person who sells goods or 
takes orders for the later delivery of goods, 
including any solicitor, within the barricaded area 
of any city-permitted street festival, provided the 
person is registered and operating with the 
permission of the respective festival 
organization.  

j.  Any person reselling tickets to 
entertainment or sporting events at or below 
face value.  

k.  Any person who purchases or sells 
comic books or collectible toys.  

L.  Any farmer or gardener who sells or 
disposes of, or offers to sell or dispose of, the 
products of the farm or garden occupied and 
cultivated by the farmer or gardener.  

m.  Any artist who offers for sale 
creations of art or craft, whether paintings,

drawings, photographs, pottery, leather goods or 
similar works of art, provided that such creations 
may be sold only by the creating artist.  

n.  Any member of an event being held 
at any venue owned or operated by the 
Wisconsin center district.  

o.  Any person, firm or corporation that 
is selling goods or taking orders on the premises 
of the Henry W. Maier festival park grounds with 
the express written consent of the custodian of 
such premises.  

p.  Any permanent merchant 
conducting a temporary sidewalk sale. 

q.  Any person operating under the 
immediate supervision of a licensed seller or 
solicitor. 

3.  NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.  
a.  An employee, officer, or agent of a 

nonprofit organization, as defined in s. 101-23.7-
1-c, applying for a license under this subchapter 
shall be exempt from the requirements of ss. 92-
5-2 and 3, provided both of the following 
requirements are met:  

a-1.  There is submitted to the city clerk 
proof that the nonprofit organization is registered 
under s. 181.0501, Wis. Stats., or proof that the 
nonprofit organization is exempt from 
registration as a nonprofit organization under 
this statute.  

a-2.  All sales are performed by persons 
who are unpaid for their services and who remit 
all proceeds from sales to the organization to be 
used for the purposes of the organization.  

b.  Any employee, officer, or agent of a 
nonprofit organization licensed under this 
subchapter who does not meet both 
requirements in par. a shall be subject to all 
provisions of this subchapter in the same 
manner as any other licensee.  

 
92-5. Application.   

1.  CONTENTS.  Application for a 
mobile seller’s license shall be filed with the city 
clerk on forms provided therefor. In addition to 
the information specified in s. 85-12, the 
application shall require the following 
information:  

a.  Name, permanent address and 
telephone number, and temporary address, if 
any.  

b.  Name, address and telephone 
number of the person that the applicant 
represents or is employed by, whose 
merchandise or services are being sold or 
offered, or for whom merchandise is being 
purchased.
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c.  Nature of business to be conducted, 
including a brief description of the goods or 
services intended to be bought, sold, offered, 
disposed of or contracted for.  

d.  Make, model and license number of 
any vehicle to be used by the applicant in the 
conduct of the business.  

2.  PHOTOGRAPH OF APPLICANT.  
Every applicant shall file with the application one 
recent photograph suitable to the city clerk for 
inclusion on the applicant's official license, 
except as provided in s. 92-3-3.  

3.  FINGERPRINTING. Every applicant 
for a mobile seller’s license shall be fingerprinted 
as provided in s. 85-21-1, except as provided in 
s. 92-3-3.  

4.  FEE. Each license application shall 
be accompanied by the fee specified in s. 81-
74.5. 

 
92-7. Investigation; Issuance.  

1.  Each application for a license shall 
be referred to the chief of police, who shall make 
and complete an investigation of the applicant’s 
criminal history in accordance with s. 85-21-2. If 
the chief of police files no written report 
summarizing the arrest and convictions of the 
applicant which could form the basis for denial of 
the application, the city clerk shall issue the 
license. 

2.  If the chief of police files a written 
report summarizing the arrest and convictions of 
the applicant which could form the basis for 
denial of the application, except as provided in 
sub. 3, the application shall be forwarded to the 
licensing committee for its recommendation as 
to whether or not a license should be issued. 
The committee shall forward its recommendation 
in writing to the common council for vote at the 
next meeting at which such matter will be 
considered.  

3.  If the chief of police files a written 
report summarizing the arrest and convictions of 
the applicant which could form the basis for 
denial of the application, the city clerk shall, in 
lieu of forwarding the application to the licensing 
committee for a hearing under sub. 2, issue the 
license with a warning letter to the applicant 
whenever all of the following are true:  

a.  The applicant has no more than one 
pending charge for a misdemeanor offense, and 
the pending charge is related to a nonviolent 
offense.  

b.  The applicant has not, within 12 
months of the date of application, been 
convicted of any misdemeanor offense related to 
a violent offense.  

c.  The applicant has not, within 12 
months of the date of application, been 
convicted of more than one misdemeanor 
offense or municipal code violation.  

d.  The applicant has not, within 3 
years of the date of application, been convicted 
of more than 3 misdemeanor offenses and 
municipal ordinance violations.  

e.  The applicant has not, within 5 
years of the date of application, been convicted 
of more than one felony offense and has not 
within 5 years of the date of application served 
probation or been imprisoned for any felony 
conviction.  

f.  The applicant has not, within 10 
years of the date of application, been convicted 
of a second or subsequent offense related to 
operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated.  

4.  In determining the eligibility of the 
applicant to be issued a warning letter under 
sub. 3, the city clerk shall not consider either of 
the following:  

a.  Any pending charges or convictions 
of any misdemeanor or felony offenses related 
to failure to pay child support.  

b.  Any one conviction of a 
misdemeanor offense or municipal ordinance 
violation related to retail theft for which the 
applicant was not imprisoned.  

5.  In determining the number of 
pending charges under par. 3-a and convictions 
under par. 3-b to f, any pending charges or 
convictions arising out of the same incident or 
occurrence shall be counted as one pending 
charge or conviction.  

6.  Notwithstanding the provisions of 
subs. 3 and 4, an applicant who meets the 
criteria of those subsections shall have his or 
her application forwarded to the licensing 
committee if a written objection to the application 
is filed by any interested party.  
 
92-9. Transfers and Changes. See ss. 85-19 
and 85-35 for provisions relating to the transfer 
of licenses and changes to applications.   
 
92-11. Renewal, Non-renewal, Suspension or 
Revocation.  

1.  RENEWAL. The application and 
proceedings for a renewal application shall be 
made in the same form and manner as the 
original application.  

2.  NON-RENEWAL, SUSPENSION 
OR REVOCATION. Any license issued under 
this section may be not renewed, suspended or 
revoked for cause by the common council.  
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Nonrenewal, suspension or revocation 
proceedings may be instituted by the licensing 
committee upon its own motion, or upon sworn 
written charges made and filed with the city clerk 
by the chief of police, or upon a sworn written 
complaint filed with the city clerk by any 
interested person. 

3.  DISQUALIFICATION.  Whenever 
any application is denied, or a license is not 
renewed, revoked or surrendered, the 
procedures provided in ss. 85-13, 85-15 and 85-
17 shall apply. 
 
92-13. Regulations.  

1.  LICENSE TO BE CARRIED. Any 
license issued under this subchapter shall be 
carried on the person of the licensee and shall 
be exhibited to any person requesting to see the 
same at any time while the person is engaged in 
selling or soliciting business. 

2.  TRANSACTION REQUIREMENTS. 
a.  Every licensee shall expressly 

disclose his or her name and the name of the 
company or organization he or she is affiliated 
with, if any.  

b.  If any sale of goods is made by a 
licensee, or any sales order for the later delivery 
of goods is taken by the seller, the buyer shall 
have the right to cancel the transaction in 
accordance with the procedure as set forth in s. 
423.203, Wis. Stats.  

c.  Every order taken by a licensee for 
the later delivery of goods shall be in writing and 
shall be given to the purchaser at the time the 
deposit of money is paid to the licensee. The 
sales order shall contain: 

c-1.  A statement containing the terms of 
the agreement.  

c-2.  The amount paid in advance, 
whether full, partial or no advance payment is 
made.  

c-3.  The name, address and telephone 
number of the seller.  

c-4.  The delivery or performance date.  
c-5.  Whether a guaranty or warranty is 

provided and, if so, the terms thereof.  
3.  SIGNAGE. Each side of a vehicle 

used in the transaction of business shall display 
the name of the person to whom the license is 
issued and local telephone number in lettering 
not less than 4 inches high.  

4. PUSHCART SPECIFICATIONS. 
Whenever operating on public property, the 
following requirements shall apply: 

a.  Pushcart dimensions shall not 
exceed 7 feet in length and 3.5 feet in width. 

b.  The vertical height of a pushcart 
shall not exceed 10 feet measured from ground 
level to the highest point on the pushcart, 
including signage, canopy, awning or umbrella, if 
any.  

c.  The use of canopies, awnings or 
umbrellas on a pushcart shall be such as to 
maintain a vertical clear space of 7 feet 
measured from ground level to the lowest point 
of the canopy, awning or umbrella.  

d.  Signs or other items of equipment 
attached to a pushcart shall not exceed the 
greatest dimensions of the pushcart in both 
directions and shall be securely fastened.  

e.  Every pushcart shall be moved 
manually onto, about and off of public sidewalks. 
The use of a motor vehicle on a public sidewalk 
to deposit or remove a pushcart is prohibited.  

5.  PROHIBITED PRACTICES. a. No 
person shall misrepresent or make false, 
deceptive or misleading statements concerning 
the quality, quantity or character of any goods or 
services offered for sale.  

b.  No person shall impede the free use 
of sidewalks and streets by pedestrians and 
vehicles. Persons shall at all times afford any 
pedestrian a minimum 5-foot clearance. Where 
sales are made from vehicles, all traffic and 
parking regulations shall be observed.  

c.  Except for a person who makes 
sales from a legally-parked motor vehicle, no 
person may occupy more than 7 linear feet of 
public space parallel to the curb in the operation 
of a business and, in addition, occupy more than 
3.5 linear feet to be measured from the curb 
toward the property line.  

d.  No pushcart, goods, signage or any 
other item related to the operation of a direct 
seller, transient merchant or solicitor may touch, 
lean against or be affixed permanently or 
temporarily to any building, structure or street 
landscape item, including, but not limited to, 
street lighting poles, parking meters, space 
markers, newspaper vending boxes, trash 
containers, traffic signal standards, fire hydrants, 
tree guards, benches or traffic barriers. 
Freestanding signage is prohibited.  

e.  No pushcart or goods may be 
located against display windows of a fixed-
location business, nor shall they be within 20 
feet of an entrance to any building, store, 
theater, movie house, sports arena or other 
place of public assembly.  
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f.  No pushcart or goods may be 
located within 10 feet of a fire hydrant, in or 
within 10 feet of any bus stop no parking zone, 
or within 20 feet of any driveway or any cross 
walk at any intersection.  

g.  No person shall make any loud 
noise or use any sound-amplifying device, horn, 
bell or other noisy device to attract attention to  
the business if the noise produced is capable of 
being plainly heard outside a 100-foot radius of 
the source.  

h.  No person selling goods from a 
pushcart, stand, table, container or other 
stationary apparatus shall allow rubbish or litter 
to accumulate in or around the area in which the 
seller is conducting business, whether 
generated by the business or the public at large. 
A clean, plastic-lined trash container clearly 
marked for litter shall be kept and maintained in 
the area by the seller. The seller shall remove 
the container from the site for emptying on a 
daily basis or more frequently as conditions 
warrant.  

i.  Stands, tables, containers or 
stationary apparatuses other than pushcarts 
may not be used to sell goods on the public way 
or other public premises in an area with 
downtown zoning as established under the 
zoning code. 

j.  No person shall violate any 
provision of ch. 101 or ss. 105-56, 105-57 or 
115-45.  

k.  No person shall sell or offer for sale 
any item while the person is on a roadway 
median or safety island, except when the 
roadway has been legally closed to traffic for a 
parade, festival or other civic or special event 
and the seller is otherwise in compliance with 
this section.  

L.  No person may conduct business 
within 300 linear feet of any currency exchange.  

 
92-15. Door-to-Door Solicitation.  

1.  REGISTRATION REQUIRED.  
 a.  No later than 5 days prior to any 
solicitation within the city, each solicitor shall 
register with the district police station in the area 
in which he or she intends to solicit. This 
registration shall contain the solicitor's name, 
home address and date of birth and the name 
and address of the person, firm, corporation or 
organization which the solicitor represents.  

b.  In lieu of the requirement in par. a, 
any person, firm, corporation or organization 
soliciting with a number of solicitors may, no 
later than 5 days prior to any solicitation, provide 
a current list of solicitors representing the 
person, firm, corporation or organization to the 
applicable district police station. The list shall 
include the names and addresses of the 
persons, firms, corporations or organizations 
and the names, home addresses and dates of 
birth of all solicitors.  

2.  SIGN PROHIBITING SOLICITA-
TION. Any person who wishes to exclude 
solicitors from that person’s premises may place 
upon or near the usual entrance to the premises 
a printed placard or sign bearing the notice 
"Solicitors Prohibited" or similar restriction. If 
such a sign is posted, no solicitor may ring the 
doorbell upon or near any door, or create any 
sound in any other manner calculated to attract 
the attention of the occupant of such residence, 
but shall immediately and peacefully depart from 
the premises. No solicitor may enter or attempt 
to enter in or upon any premises where such a 
placard or sign is placed or maintained. This 
subsection shall not apply to any person 
exempted under s. 92-3-1.  

3.  SOLICITATION PROHIBITED 
DURING NIGHT-TIME HOURS. No person may 
engage in door-to-door in-person solicitation of 
any residential occupant for any commercial or 
fundraising purpose between the hours of 9:00 
p.m. and 8:00 a.m.  

 
92-17. Penalty. Any person violating any 
provision of this subchapter shall be fined not 
less than $50 nor more than $500 for each 
violation, plus costs of prosecution.  Each day's 
violation shall constitute a separate offense. 
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SUBCHAPTER 2 
SECONDHAND DEALERS 

 
92-21. Definitions. In this subchapter: 

1.  AUDIO AND VIDEO MEDIA means 
any compact disc, DVD, cassette tape, 8-track 
cartridge, VHS tape, vinyl record, or other device 
intended to store audio or video, whether digital 
or analog. 

2.  AUTOMATED RECYCLING KIOSK 
means an interactive device that meets all of the 
following requirements: 

a.  Is installed in a secure retail space. 
b.  Has the following technological 

functions: 
b-1.  Verification of a seller’s identity by 

remote examination of a government-issued 
identification card by a live representative during 
all hours of operation. 

b-2.  Secure storage of articles accepted 
by the kiosk for recycling. 

b-3.  Capture and storage of images of 
the seller and the article purchased during the 
transaction. 

b-4.  Electronic reporting of all 
transactions to law enforcement. 

3.  BICYCLE means any vehicle 
propelled by the feet acting upon pedals and 
having wheels, any 2 of which are not less than 
14 inches in diameter. 

4.  BUSINESS means engaging in 
activities for the purpose of earning a livelihood 
or a profit therefrom on a full- or part-time basis. 

5.  JEWELRY means any tangible 
article of personal property ordinarily wearable 
on the person, consisting in whole or in part of 
gold, silver, platinum, aluminum, lead, brass, 
copper, pewter, alexandrite, diamond, emerald, 
garnet, opal, ruby, pearl, jade, and other such 
metal, mineral, or gem customarily regarded as 
precious or semiprecious.  

6.  LARGE APPLIANCE AND 
FURNITURE means any bed, mattress, table, 
chair, bureau, dresser, desk, bookcase, 
refrigerator, freezer, and any other household 
furnishing or appliance occupying a space 
greater than 8 cubic feet. 

7.  PAWNBROKER means a person, 
firm, or corporation engaged in the business of 
lending money on personal property or goods 
that are pledged as security for loans on the 
condition that, if the loans are not repaid within 
specified periods of time, the goods used as 
security may be sold to compensate for 
nonpayment. 

8.  PRECIOUS METAL AND GEM 
DEALER means any person, corporation, 
partnership, or association which engages in 
any transaction of buying, selling, or receiving 
secondhand jewelry, sterling silverware, or gold 
or silver coins or bullion to and from the public. 
“Precious metal and gem dealer” does not 
include a business which smelts, refines, 
assays, or manufactures precious metals, gems, 
or valuable articles and has no retail operation 
open to the public.  

9.  SECONDHAND means previously 
owned, sold, traded, or used by a member of the 
general public immediately prior to the 
transaction at hand. It does not mean previously 
owned by a wholesaler, retailer, or another 
secondhand dealer.  

10.  SECONDHAND DEALER means 
any person, firm, partnership, corporation, or 
association operating, owning, or leasing a fixed 
place of business or automated recycling kiosk 
for the purchase, sale, or exchange of any 
secondhand article of personal property.  

11.  SECONDHAND DEALER MALL 
means a fixed location where 2 or more 
secondhand dealers conduct their business as 
provided in s. 92-23-2.  

 
92-23. License Required; Exception.   

1.  LICENSE REQUIRED. It shall be 
unlawful to carry on, engage, or operate the 
business of pawnbroker, secondhand dealer, or 
precious metal and gem dealer without having 
first obtained a secondhand dealer’s license in 
accordance with the provisions of this 
subchapter.  

2.  SECONDHAND DEALER MALLS. 
The owner of a business at which 2 or more 
secondhand dealers are engaged in business by 
maintaining separate sales space and identifying 
themselves to the public as individual dealers 
may obtain a single license for that location. No 
individual licenses are required of the tenant 
occupants of such premises. No license shall be 
issued to the secondhand dealer mall unless 
each of the following requirements is met: 

a.  The business has a single name 
and address.  

b.  The business is under the unified 
control of one person, who shall hold the 
license.  

c.  All sales are consummated at a 
central point or register operated by the owner of 
the business, and the owner maintains a 
comprehensive account of all sales.  
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3.  EXCEPTION. The requirements of 
this section shall not apply to the following: 

a.  Any party dealing exclusively in 
motor vehicles, stamps, audio and video media, 
baseball cards, books and magazines, works of 
fine art, or industrial machinery and equipment. 

b.  Any individual registered as an 
auctioneer under ch. 480, Wis. Stats. 

c.  Any transaction at an occasional 
garage or yard sale; estate sale; coin, gem, 
stamp or antique show; gun or knife show; 
convention; or auction. 

d.  Any nonprofit organization or any 
person conducting a sale from which the 
proceeds are donated to a nonprofit 
organization. 

e.  Any transaction between a buyer of 
new jewelry and the person who sold the jewelry 
when new which involves the return of the 
jewelry or the exchange of the jewelry for 
different, new jewelry. 
 
92-25. Application.  

1.  CONTENT. Application for a 
secondhand dealer’s license shall be made to 
the city clerk on forms provided by the city clerk 
for such purpose and shall contain the 
information specified in s. 85-12. 

2.  PLAN OF OPERATION. In addition 
to the information required under s. 85-12, an 
application shall contain a completed plan of 
operation on a form provided by the city clerk. 
The plan of operation shall include: 

a.  Plans the applicant has to ensure 
that business is not conducted with minors, 
except as provided in s. 92-33-5. 

b.  The principal location of the 
applicant’s business within the city at which all 
records required under s. 92-33-9 are kept and 
available for inspection.  

c.  The location or locations at which 
the applicant will conduct business within the 
city. 

d.  If transactions are conducted at 
locations in addition to the identified business 
premises, a description of the manner in which 
such transactions shall be conducted, including 
whether transactions will occur at temporary 
locations, door-to-door, or otherwise.  

e.  Plans the applicant has to provide 
security for the business premises, for business 
records, and for transactions conducted at 
locations other than identified business 
premises.  

f.  A description of the anticipated 
proportion of the business, in volume of sales or 
monetary value, that will involve transactions in 
precious metals and gems during the license 
period, and the proportion of any transactions by 
percentage that will constitute sales, purchase, 
or other exchanges of gold.  

3.  FINGERPRINTING. Except for an 
applicant dealing exclusively in bicycles, every 
applicant shall be fingerprinted as provided in s. 
85-21-1. 

4.  FEE. Each license application shall 
be accompanied by the fee specified in s. 81-
104. 

 
92-27. Investigation; Issuance.   

1.  INVESTIGATION. Each application 
for a new license shall be referred to the chief of 
police and the commissioner of neighborhood 
services, each of whom shall cause an 
investigation to be made and report their 
findings to the licenses committee in accordance 
with s. 85-21-2.  

2.  APPROVAL. Each application for a 
new license shall be referred to the licenses 
committee for a hearing in accordance with s. 
85-2.7. 

3.  STATE RESIDENCY. No license 
shall be granted to any person who has not 
resided in the state of Wisconsin continuously 
for a period of at least 90 days prior to the filing 
of his or her application.  

 
92-29. Transfers and Changes. See s. 85-19 
and ss. 85-35 to 85-39 for provisions relating to 
the transfer of licenses and changes to 
applications.   
 
92-31. Renewal, Non-renewal, Suspension or 
Revocation.  

1.  RENEWAL. a. Application for the 
renewal of a license shall be made to the city 
clerk. The clerk shall refer the application to the 
chief of police and the commissioner of 
neighborhood services for review. 

b.  If the chief of police and the 
commissioner of neighborhood services indicate 
that the applicant still meets the licensing 
qualifications, the application shall be referred to 
the common council for approval unless a 
written objection, as defined in 85-2-4, has been 
filed in accordance with s. 85-3-3. 
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c.  If an objection is filed, or if a 
determination is made that the applicant no 
longer meets the licensing qualifications, the 
application shall be forwarded to the licensing 
committee for a hearing on whether the 
application should be recommended to the 
common council for renewal or non-renewal. 

2.  NON-RENEWAL, REVOCATION 
OR SUSPENSION.  

a.  Any license issued under this 
subchapter may be not renewed, suspended or 
revoked for cause by the common council after 
notice to the licensee and a hearing. If there is a 
possibility that the licensing committee will not 
recommend renewal of the license, or if 
suspension or revocation proceedings are 
initiated, the procedures for notice and 
committee hearing and for the committee report, 
recommendations and common council 
consideration provided in ss. 85-3 to 85-5 shall 
apply. 

b.  Suspension or revocation 
proceedings may be initiated by the licensing 
committee upon its own motion, or upon sworn 
written charges made and filed with the city clerk 
by the chief of police or upon a sworn written 
complaint filed with the city clerk by any 
interested party. 

3.  DISQUALIFICATION; CHANGE OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES. Whenever any application 
is denied, or license is revoked, surrendered or 
not renewed, the procedures provided in ss. 85-
13, 85-15 and 85-17 shall apply. 

4.  TRUTH OF STATEMENTS AND 
AFFIDAVITS. See s. 85-34 for matters relating 
to truth of statements and affidavits. 
 
92-33. Regulations.   

1.  ALTERED OR OBLITERATED 
SERIAL NUMBER. No licensee shall receive 
any item or property with an altered or 
obliterated serial number, or from which a serial 
number has been removed.  

2.  INSPECTION. Every item pawned, 
pledged, exchanged, purchased, or accepted on 
consignment by a licensee shall be open for 
inspection by the chief of police, or the chief’s 
designee, at any reasonable time.  

3.  HOLDING PERIOD. A licensee shall 
hold every item not otherwise exempt from 
licensure under this subchapter separate and 
apart from any other items, unchanged and 
unaltered from the form it was received, for 
inspection by the chief of police, in accordance 
with the following: 

a.  30-Day Holding Period. All items 
pawned or pledged for security on a loan by a 
pawnbroker, and all items purchased or 
exchanged by a precious metal and gem dealer, 
except for gold coins or bullion, or silver coins or 
bullion. 

b.  10-Day Holding Period. All items 
purchased, exchanged, or accepted in 
consignment, except for clothing, clothing 
accessories, and large furniture and appliances. 

c.  Additional Holding Period. The chief 
of police may, at the chief’s sole discretion, 
cause any item pawned, pledged, purchased, or 
exchanged, which the police chief has reason to 
believe was not pawned, pledged, disposed of, 
sold, or exchanged by the lawful owner, to be 
held for an additional holding period deemed 
reasonable by the chief of police after the elapse 
of the initial holding period, for identification by 
the lawful owner.  

4.  AUTOMATED RECYCLING 
KIOSKS. A secondhand dealer operating an 
automated recycling kiosk may store items 
acquired at the kiosk in a secure off-site 
location.  The dealer shall retain an item stored 
under this subsection for 30 days and, upon 
request, return that item to a law enforcement 
officer of this state within 3 business days 
without cost. 

5.  MINORS. No licensee shall have 
any business dealings with any person less than 
18 years of age, unless that person is with a 
parent or guardian. A parent or guardian 
appearing with a minor may file a signed 
consent form granting permission for that minor 
to conduct business with the dealer at a future 
date without the presence of a parent or 
guardian. The written consent shall be retained 
by the dealer.  

6.  INTOXICATED PERSONS. No 
licensee shall bargain for, take, purchase, or 
receive in pawn any item from any intoxicated 
person, including any bond, note, or security.  

7.  STOLEN GOODS. Every licensee 
shall report to the police any item presented to 
the licensee during the course of business the 
licensee has reason to believe was stolen, either 
by the person presenting the item or another 
party.  

8.  IDENTIFICATION.  
a.  Identification Required. No licensee 

shall purchase, pledge, exchange, accept for 
consignment, pawn, or sell any item without first 
securing adequate identification from the seller 
as provided in this subsection.  
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b.  Forms of Identification. Identification 
obtained by a licensee shall be limited to one of 
the following current and unexpired forms of 
identification: 

b-1.  A city of Milwaukee municipal 
identification card issued under Chapter 83. 

b-2.  A Milwaukee county identification 
card. 

b-3.  A state identification card. 
b-4.  A valid state motor vehicle 

operator's license, containing a picture. 
b-5.  A military identification card. 
b-6.  A valid passport. 
b-7.  An alien registration card. 
b-8.  A non-picture identification 

document issued by a state or the federal 
government, if the dealer also obtains a clear 
imprint of the seller's right index finger. 

b-9.  A senior citizen's identification card 
containing a photograph. 

c.  False Identification Prohibited. No 
person pawning, pledging, exchanging, 
consigning, leaving for deposit, or selling any 
property with any licensee shall give a false or 
fictitious name, present false or altered 
identification documents, give a false date of 
birth or give a false address of residence or 
telephone number to the licensee gathering 
information for the transaction description 
record. 

9.  RECORDKEEPING.  
a.  Form of Records. Transaction 

description records shall be kept either as 
computer files or in a written document 
approved by the chief of police, or the chief's 
designee. In addition: 

a-1.  Written transaction description 
record documents shall be legible and in ink, 
and no entry made shall be erased, obliterated 
or defaced.  

a-2.  A licensed precious metal and gem 
dealer may keep transaction description records 
as sequentially numbered invoices. Blank or 
voided invoices kept by a precious metal and 
gem dealer as transaction description records 
shall be kept in sequence.  

a-3.  Computerized files, written 
documents and invoices of transaction 
description records shall be open to inspection 
by the chief of police, or the chief's designee, at 
any reasonable time. Computerized files, written 
documents and invoices of transaction 
description records shall be maintained and 
retained for one year. 

b.  Contents of Records. Transaction 
description records shall include all of the 
following: 

b-1.  The date and time of the 
transaction. 

b-2.  A complete description in English of 
the item or property pawned, pledged, 
consigned, exchanged or purchased. The 
description shall include:   

b-2-a.  Any trademark or brand name.  
b-2-b.  Any identification number, serial 

number, model number, or other identifying 
number, word or initial engraved or otherwise 
marked on the item.  

b-2-c.  A description of any settings.  
b-2-d.  A description by weight and design 

of the property.  
b-2-e. Other identification marks and 

inscriptions of a personal nature. 
b-3.  The amount of money loaned or 

paid. 
b-4.  The name, address and date of birth 

of the person pawning, pledging, exchanging, 
consigning or selling the item or property. 

b-5.  The identification number from and 
a photocopy of the identification obtained as 
stipulated s. 92-33-8. 

b-6.  A signed, written declaration of 
ownership from the person pawning, pledging, 
exchanging, consigning or selling the item or 
property, separate and apart from any 
computerized records maintained and on a form 
approved by the chief of police, or the chief's 
designee, stating whether the person owns the 
item or property, how long the person has 
owned the item or property, whether the person 
or another found the item or property, and if 
found, the details of its finding. 

c.  Photographs; Video Recordings.  
c-1.  Each transaction description shall 

include a color photograph or color video 
recording of: 

c-1-a.  Each customer pawning, pledging, 
consigning, exchanging or selling an item or 
property. 

c-1-b.  Every item or property pawned, 
pledged, consigned, exchanged or sold without 
a unique serial or identification number 
permanently engraved or affixed. 

c-1-c.  Every item or property received by a 
secondhand dealer, except clothing and clothing 
accessories, to be placed on sale at a price of 
$10 or greater and including but not limited to 
tools, electronic devices and musical 
instruments, with or without unique serial or 
identification numbers permanently engraved or 
affixed thereto. 
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c-2.  Each photograph shall be at least 2 
inches square. A photograph or video recording 
shall be time- and date-stamped and maintained 
so it can be readily matched and correlated with 
all other records of the transaction. The 
photograph or video recording shall be available 
to the chief of police, or the chief's designee, 
upon request.  The major portion of the 
photograph or video recording of  a person shall 
include an identifiable facial image. Property 
photographed or video recorded shall be 
accurately depicted.  

c-3.   The licensee shall inform the person 
that he or she is being photographed or video-
recorded by displaying a sign of sufficient size in 
a conspicuous place on the premises.  

c-4.   The licensee shall keep the 
photograph or video recording for 3 months. 

d.  Signature Required. The person 
pawning, pledging, consigning, exchanging or 
selling the item or property shall electronically 
sign the computerized record, or sign an 
alternate form approved by the chief of police, or 
the chief's designee, if computerized records are 
maintained, or sign the written document 
transaction descriptions record or the invoice. 

e.  Bicycle Records.  A licensee shall 
record, as part of the required transaction 
description record, the serial number of any 
bicycle, bicycle frame, or part of a bicycle that is 
received in the course of business to the extent 
that all or a portion of the serial number remains 
visible.  

f.  Website Reporting.  
f-1.  Procedures.  
f-1-a.  All transaction description records, 

except for signed declarations of ownership and 
patron signatures on transaction description 
records, shall be reported not later than the 
close of each business day by posting and 
uploading all transaction description records to 
the Internet website approved by the chief of 
police, or the chief's designee, according to the 
protocols of the website. All transaction 
description record postings and uploads shall be 
complete and accurate. 

f-1-b.  Each licensee shall display a sign, 
provided by the police department, of sufficient 
size and in a conspicuous place on the premises 
informing patrons that all transactions are 
reported to the police department daily through 
website postings. 

f-2.  Access. The police department may 
allow access to transaction description records 
posted or uploaded to its approved Internet 
website or provide copies of transaction 
description records and provide copies of 
declarations of ownership to any other law 
enforcement agency. 

f-3.  Entry failures.  
f-3-a.  Any transaction description record 

which cannot be posted or uploaded to the 
police-approved Internet website by the close of 
the business day due to technical malfunction 
shall be posted or uploaded by 12 noon the next 
business day; and failing that, a hardcopy of the 
transaction description record including 
photographs or video recordings shall be 
delivered to the chief of police, or the chief's 
designee, in a format approved by the chief of 
police, or the chief's designee, by 12 noon the 
next business day following the initial post or 
upload failure. The licensee shall continue to 
deliver hardcopies of transaction description 
records to the police chief, or the chief's 
designee, so long as website record post or 
upload failures persist. 

f-3-b.  If website post or upload failures are 
determined to be due to the licensee's system or 
Internet connection, a licensee shall be charged 
a $100 daily penalty beginning on the fourth 
business day following the initial post or upload 
failure and continuing until transaction 
description records are again posted and 
uploaded to the police-approved Internet 
website. The police department may delay, 
reduce or forego daily reporting penalties for 
posting or uploading failures as the chief of 
police, or the chief's designee, sees fit without 
cause. 

f-3-c.  A licensee shall post or upload to 
the police-approved Internet website all 
transaction description records specified in par. 
a not later than the close of the second business 
day following correction of the technical 
malfunction. The licensee shall be charged a 
$100 daily penalty beginning on the third 
business day following correction of the 
technical malfunction and continuing until all 
transaction description records in arrears are 
properly posted and uploaded to the police-
approved Internet website. The police 
department may delay, reduce or forego daily 
reporting penalties for posting or uploading 
failures as the chief of police, or the chief's 
designee, sees fit without cause. 
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g.  Other Information. Transaction 
records shall include any other reasonable 
information the chief of police may from time to 
time require. 

10. TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING 
ARTICLES NOT OWNED. a. Prohibition. No 
person shall pawn, pledge, sell, consign, leave 
or deposit any article of property with or to a 
licensee if one or more of the following is true: 

a-1.  The article of property is not owned 
by the person. 

a-2.  The article of property is the 
property of another, regardless of whether the 
transaction is occurring with the permission of 
the owner. 

a-3.  Another person has a security 
interest in the article of property. 

b.  Exception.  The provisions of par. a 
shall not apply to any person pledging, selling, 
consigning, leaving or depositing any article of 
property with or to a licensee if the person is any 
of the following: 

b-1.  A duly executed power of attorney 
for the owner of the property. 

b-2.  A personal representative of the 
estate to which the property belongs. 

b-3.  The recipient of a lawful written 
authorization to pledge, sell, consign, leave or 
deposit the property issued by the owner of the 
property prior to the time of the transaction. 

 
92-35. Additional Regulations for 
Pawnbrokers.   

1.  In addition to the regulations 
provided in s. 92-33, every pawnbroker, at the 
time of each loan delivered to the person 
pawning or pledging any item, shall provide a 
pawn receipt signed by the licensee or 
designee, containing the following: 

a.  The name and business address of 
the pawnbroker. 

b.  A brief description of the item being 
pawned. 

c.  The amount of money being loaned. 
d.  The date and time of pawning or 

pledging.  

2.  There shall be no charge for issuing 
a pawn receipt. Every pawn receipt shall be 
numbered serially, a copy shall be retained by 
the pawnbroker, and the receipt shall be open to 
inspection by the chief of police, or the chief’s 
designee, at any reasonable time.  
 
92-37. Penalty.   

1.  FIRST OFFENSE. Any person 
violating this subchapter shall, upon conviction 
for a first offense, forfeit not less than $50 nor 
more than $1,000, together with the costs of 
prosecution, and, in default of payment, may be 
imprisoned as provided by law. 

2.  SECOND OFFENSE. Any person 
violating this chapter shall, upon conviction for a 
second or subsequent offense, forfeit not less 
than $500 nor more than $2,000, together with 
the costs of prosecution, and, in default of 
payment, may be imprisoned as provided by 
law.
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SUBCHAPTER 3 
SECONDHAND MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS 

 
92-41. Definitions. In this section: 

1.  BUSINESS means engaging in 
activities for the purpose of earning a livelihood 
or a profit therefrom on a full- or part-time basis.  

2.  MOTOR VEHICLE has the meaning 
given in s. 340.01(35), Wis. Stats., as amended.  

3.  RETAIL means the business of 
buying, selling, exchanging or dealing motor 
vehicles, including, but not exclusively, 
secondhand parts of motor vehicles, to the 
general public.  

4.  SECONDHAND means previously 
owned, sold, traded or used by a member of the 
general public on a retail basis.  

5.  WHOLESALE means the business 
of buying and selling, exchanging or dealing 
motor vehicles, including, but not exclusively, 
secondhand parts of motor vehicles, to a 
licensed retailer or to another person who holds 
a permit or license or to the end user, but not 
operating a lot licensed for that purpose. 

 
92-43. License Required; Exceptions.   

1.  LICENSE REQUIRED. It shall be 
unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to 
engage in the business of buying, selling, 
exchanging or dealing in secondhand motor 
vehicles, including secondhand parts of motor 
vehicles, either retail or wholesale, without first 
having obtained a secondhand motor vehicle 
dealer’s license.  

2.  EXCEPTIONS.  
a.  The operator of a premises used for 

retail sales for a period of 30 days or less shall 
not be required to obtain a license under this 
subchapter, but shall comply with the regulations 
established under s. 84-53.  

b.  Any business buying, selling, 
exchanging or dealing exclusively in 
secondhand parts of motor vehicles shall not be 
required to obtain a license under this 
subchapter, but shall obtain a recycling, 
salvaging or towing license as provided under 
ch. 93.  

 
92-45. Application.  

1.  CONTENT. Application for a 
secondhand motor vehicle dealer’s license shall 
be made to the city clerk on forms provided by 
the city clerk for such purpose and shall contain 
the information specified in s. 85-12. In addition, 
an application shall contain:  

a.  Whether the application is for 
wholesale or retail business operations.  

b.  Whether the applicant has ever had 
a license or permit relating to the activities 
licensed in this subchapter denied, not renewed, 
suspended or revoked, with a brief statement of 
the circumstances associated with the event, 
and the jurisdiction in which the event occurred. 
This information shall also include a record of 
any actions from the state departments of 
transportation and financial institutions relating 
to suspensions, revocations, forfeitures and 
warnings imposed by these departments relating 
to the operation of any automotive sales 
business by the applicant.  

c.  A completed plan of operation on a 
form provided by the city clerk. The plan of 
operation shall include:  

c-1.  The planned hours of operation of 
the premises.  

c-2.  What plans, if any, the applicant has 
to ensure that all motor vehicles associated with 
the business will be stored on the licensed 
premises, that all maintenance and repair work 
related to these vehicles will be confined to the 
licensed premises, and that the business will not 
violate any code provisions relating to littering of 
the public right-of-way.  

2.  FINGERPRINTING. Every applicant 
for a secondhand motor vehicle dealer’s license 
shall be exempt from the fingerprinting 
requirement provided in s. 85-21-1. 

3.  FEE. Each license application shall 
be accompanied by the fee specified in s. 81-
104.6.  
 
92-47.  Investigation; Issuance.   

1.  INVESTIGATION. Every license 
application shall be referred to the chief of police 
and the commissioner of neighborhood services, 
each of whom shall cause an investigation to be 
made and report their findings to the licensing 
committee in accordance with s. 85-21-2.  

2.  HEARING. Each application for a 
new license shall be referred to the licensing 
committee for a hearing in accordance with s. 
85-2.7.  

 
92-49.  Transfers and Changes. See s. 85-19 
and ss. 85-35 to 85-39 for provisions relating to 
the transfer of licenses and changes to 
applications.    
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92-51.  Renewal, Non-renewal, Suspension or 
Revocation.   

1.  RENEWAL.  a. Application for the 
renewal of a secondhand motor vehicle dealer’s 
license shall be made to the city clerk. The clerk 
shall refer the application to the chief of police 
and the commissioner of neighborhood services 
for review.  

b.  If the chief of police and the 
commissioner of neighborhood services indicate 
that the applicant still meets the licensing 
qualifications, the application shall be referred to 
the common council for approval unless a 
written objection has been filed with the city 
clerk at least 45 days prior to the date on which 
the license expires. Any interested person may 
file an objection. A written objection shall meet 
the definition in s. 85-2-4 and shall comply with 
the requirements of s. 85-3-3.   

c.  If an objection is filed, or if a 
determination is made that the applicant no 
longer meets the licensing qualifications, the 
application shall be forwarded to the licensing 
committee for a hearing on whether the 
application should be recommended to the 
common council for renewal or non-renewal.  

2.  NON-RENEWAL, REVOCATION 
OR SUSPENSION.  

a.  Any license issued under this 
subchapter may be not renewed, suspended or 
revoked for cause by the common council after 
notice to the licensee and a hearing. If there is a 
possibility that the licensing committee will not 
recommend renewal of the license, or if 
suspension or revocation proceedings are 
initiated, the procedures for notice and 
committee hearing and for the committee report, 
recommendations and common council 
consideration provided in ss. 85-3 to 85-5 shall 
apply. 

b.  Suspension or revocation 
proceedings may be initiated by the licensing 
committee upon its own motion, or upon sworn 
written charges made and filed with the city clerk 
by the chief of police or upon a sworn written 
complaint filed with the city clerk by any 
interested party.  

3.  DISQUALIFICATION. Whenever 
any application is denied, or a license is 
revoked, surrendered or not renewed, the 
procedures provided in ss. 85-13, 85-15 and 85-
17 shall apply. 

4.  TRUTH OF STATEMENTS AND 
AFFIDAVITS. See s. 85-34 for matters relating 
to truth of statements and affidavits.  

 

92-53. Regulations.   
1.  RECORDS TO BE KEPT ON 

TRADE-INS. Any person, firm or corporation 
licensed under this section shall, whenever a 
secondhand motor vehicle is taken in trade as 
part of a transaction, maintain records of the 
transaction in accordance with ch. Trans 138, 
Wis. Adm. Code, as amended.  

2.  RECORDS TO BE KEPT ON 
SALES. Any person, firm or corporation licensed 
under this section to buy, sell or exchange or 
trade in secondhand motor vehicles shall 
furnish, upon the sale of a secondhand motor 
vehicle, the information required under ch. Trans 
139, Wis. Adm. Code, as amended.  

3.  ELIGIBILITY FOR SALE 
CERTIFICATES. No secondhand motor vehicle 
dealer licensed under this chapter may apply for 
a certificate issued pursuant to s. 101-29 to 
leave a vehicle that is for sale on public 
property.  

4.  NO SALE ON SUNDAYS. It shall be 
unlawful for any license holder to sell, barter, 
exchange, demonstrate or loan any motor 
vehicle, whether new or secondhand, on 
Sunday.  

5.  KEY SECURITY. All keys to a used 
motor vehicle offered for sale at a business 
licensed under this section shall be placed in a 
secure lockbox inside the dealership building at 
all times when the dealership is not open for 
business.  

6. TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING 
ARTICLES NOT OWNED. a. No person shall 
pawn, pledge, sell, consign, leave or deposit any 
article of property with or to a licensed 
secondhand motor vehicle dealer if one or more 
of the following is true: 

a-1.  The article of property is not owned 
by the person. 

a-2.  The article of property is the 
property of another, regardless of whether the 
transaction is occurring with the permission of 
the owner. 

a-3.  Another person has a security 
interest in the article of property. 

b.  The provisions of par. a shall not 
apply to any person pledging, selling, 
consigning, leaving or depositing any article of 
property with or to a licensed secondhand motor 
vehicle dealer if the person is any of the 
following: 

b-1.  A duly executed power of attorney 
for the owner of the property. 



92-55 Mobile and Secondhand Sales 
 

 
10/15/2019 -412-  

b-2.  A personal representative of the 
estate to which the property belongs. 

b-3. The recipient of a lawful written 
authorization to pledge, sell, consign, leave or 
deposit the property issued by the owner of the 
property prior to the time of the transaction. 

 
92-55.  Penalty.   

1.  Any person violating this subchapter 
shall, upon conviction for a first offense, forfeit 
not less than $50 nor more than $1,000, 
together with the costs of prosecution and, in 
default of payment, may be imprisoned as 
provided by law. 

2.  Any person violating this subchapter 
shall, upon conviction for a second or 
subsequent offense, forfeit not less than $500 
nor more than $2,000, together with the costs of 
prosecution, and, in default of payment, may be 
imprisoned as provided by law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For legislative history of chapter 92, contact the 
Municipal Research Library. 
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95-14 Home Improvement Contractor 

and Salesperson Licenses 
 
95-14. Home Improvement Contractor and 
Salesperson Licenses.  
 1.  DEFINITIONS. In this section:   
 a.   “Person” means any person, firm, 
partnership, corporation or limited liability 
company. 

b. “Contractor” means any person 
engaged in the business of installing, repairing, 
servicing, improving or remodeling any 
permanent installation or improvement attached 
to an existing home or building used for 
residence purposes but not exceeding 6 living 
units, accessory buildings, or any appurtenance 
thereto, or any sidewalks, driveways or other 
approaches to such building. This shall include, 
but not be limited to, roofing, walls, siding, 
windows, doors, floors, partitions, ceilings, 
porches, awnings, heating, furnace cleaning, air 
conditioning, chimneys, water softeners, 
humidifiers, purifiers, electrical installations, 
plumbing installations, concrete work, painting 
and sheet metal work. 

c. “Salesperson” means any person 
who solicits or sells at any place within the city, 
other than within a building or structure used as 
a place of business, any home improvement or 
permanent installation or similar improvement 
attached to an existing home or building used for 
residence purposes, but not exceeding 6 living 
units, accessory buildings, or any appurtenance 
thereto, or any sidewalks, driveways, or other 
approaches to such building. This shall include, 
but not be limited to, roofing, walls, siding, 
windows, doors, floors, partitions, ceilings, 
porches, awnings, heating, furnace cleaning, air 
conditioning, chimneys, water softeners, 
humidifiers, purifiers, electrical installations, 
plumbing installations, concrete work, painting 
and sheet metal work.  Any person performing 
emergency services requiring the installation of 
parts where the total cost does not exceed $100 
shall not be considered a salesperson under this 
section. 

 
 
2. LICENSE REQUIRED. 
a. Requirement.  No person shall 

within the city engage in the business of 
salesperson or act as a contractor without first  
having obtained a contractor or salesperson’s 
license as provided in this section. 

b. Exemptions.   
b-1.   A master plumber licensed under 

the statutes of the state of Wisconsin or an 
electrical contractor licensed under the statutes 
of the state of Wisconsin need not obtain a 
contractor’s or a salesperson’s license, but shall 
in all other respects comply with this section.  

b-2. Individuals, corporations which 
include only one person, or limited liability 
companies having only one member, which 
have been issued a contractor's license as 
provided in this section, need not have a 
salesperson's license, but shall in all other 
respects comply with this section. 

b-3. Any company or industry regulated 
under ch. 196, Wis. Stats., and any persons who 
are employees thereof shall be exempt from this 
section. 

3. APPLICATION.  
a. Applications for new and renewal 

contractor or salesperson licenses shall be filed 
with the city clerk on forms provided therefor. 
 b. The application shall require: 

b-1. The name and permanent address 
of the applicant. 

b-2. The name and permanent address 
of the applicant’s employer. 

b-3. If the applicant is a corporation or 
limited liability company, the name of the 
corporation shall be set forth exactly as it is set 
forth in its articles of incorporation, together with 
the names and permanent address of each of its 
officers, directors and designated managers, if 
any; the application shall be verified by an officer 
of the corporation. If one or more of the officers 
is a corporation, the provisions of this section 
pertaining to a corporate applicant shall apply to 
the corporate officers. 
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b-4. If the applicant is a partnership, 
the application shall set forth the name and 
permanent address of each of the partners, 
including limited partners, and each partner shall 
verify the application. If one or more of the 
partners is a corporation, the provisions of this 
section pertaining to a corporate applicant shall 
apply to the corporate partners. 

b-5. If the applicant is a club, 
association or other organization that is neither a 
corporation nor partnership, the application shall 
set forth the exact name of the entity together 
with the names and permanent addresses of all 
officers and be verified by an officer of the club, 
association or organization. 

b-6. The date of birth of the applicant. 
b-7. Whether the applicant has prior to 

the date of application been licensed in this city 
as a contractor or salesperson as defined in this 
section. 

b-8. Such other reasonable and 
pertinent information the common council or the 
proper licensing committee may from time to 
time require. 

c. Post office box numbers shall not 
be acceptable for addresses required on 
applications for home improvement contractor 
and salesperson licenses. 

d. Photos. Each individual applicant 
for a home improvement or salesperson license 
shall present one recent photograph to the city 
clerk.  

e. Fingerprinting. All applicants for home 
improvement contractor or salesperson licenses 
shall be fingerprinted as provided in s. 85-21-1.  

f. Changes, Transfers.   
f-1. Changes to be Reported.  All 

persons licensed under this section shall notify 
the city clerk whenever there is a change in any 
information that is reported in the application 
form or renewal application form within 10 days 
after the change occurs. 

f-2.    Transfer of License or Change 
of Name.  See s. 85-19 for provisions relating to 
the transfer of licenses and change of licensee 
names. 

4. LICENSE FEE; PERIOD.  All 
applications shall be accompanied by the fee 
specified in s. 81-60.  See s. 81-60 for the 
required license fees and the date of expiration. 

5.  INSURANCE. Upon application, 
every person applying for a contractor’s license 
shall file with the city clerk a certificate of 
insurance. The certificate of a contractor’s 
general liability and property damage insurance 
shall be in the sum of not less than $25,000 per 
person, $50,000 per accident, bodily injury 
liability, and $10,000 property damage liability or 
combined single limit of not less than $60,000 
per occurrence. 

6. INVESTIGATION AND COMMON 
COUNCIL ACTION; APPLICTION FOR NEW 
LICENSE.  Each license application shall be 
referred to the chief of police, who shall cause 
an investigation to be made and report his or her 
findings to the city clerk.  If the chief files no 
written report summarizing the arrests and 
convictions of the application which could form a 
basis for denial, the city clerk shall issue the 
license.  If the chief files a written report 
summarizing the arrests and convictions of the 
applicant which could form a basis for denial, the 
application shall be subject to common council 
review and approval in accordance with the 
provisions of ss. 85-2.7 and 85-5.7. 

7.5. DISQUALIFICATION. Whenever 
any application is denied, or license not 
renewed, revoked or surrendered, the 
procedures for disqualification for license 
provided in s. 85-13 shall apply. 

8. ISSUANCE OF LICENSE.   
a.   If the common council grants the 

application for a home improvement contractor 
or salesperson license, the city clerk shall issue 
an appropriate document to the applicant 
confirming that fact.  The license shall contain 
the person’s true first name, surname and 
middle initial, the picture of the applicant if 
individual, the number of the license, the period 
of time for which the license is valid, and a 
statement that issuance of the license does not 
constitute an endorsement by the city of the 
person or product.  The license shall be in such 
form as to avoid alteration. 

b. The license shall be carried on the 
person of the salesperson or contractor and 
shall be exhibited to any person requesting to 
see the same at any time while the person is 
engaged in selling or soliciting business. 
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9. PROCEDURES FOR NON-
RENEWAL, REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION 
OF LICENSE.   

a.  Procedure for Renewal. 
Applications for renewal shall be made to the 
city clerk. The clerk shall refer the application to 
the chief of police for review. If the chief 
indicates that the applicant still meets the 
licensing qualifications, the city clerk shall issue 
the license unless a written objection has been 
filed with the city clerk at least 45 days prior to 
the date on which the license expires. Any 
interested person may file the objection. If a 
written objection is filed, or if a determination is 
made that the applicant no longer meets the 
licensing qualifications, the application shall be 
forwarded to the licensing committee for its 
recommendation to the common council. 

b. Revocation or Suspension. Any 
license issued under this section may be 
revoked or suspended for cause by the common 
council. Suspension or revocation proceedings 
may be instituted by the licensing committee 
upon its own motion, or upon sworn written 
charges made and filed with the city clerk by the 
chief of police, or upon a sworn written 
complaint filed with the city clerk by any 
interested party. 

c. Due Process Hearing and 
Common Council Review. If there is a possibility 
that the licensing committee will not recommend 
renewal of the license, or if suspension 
proceedings are initiated, the procedures for 
notice and committee hearing and for the 
committee report, recommendations and 
common council consideration provided in ss. 
85-3 to 85-5 shall apply. 

d. Grounds for Non-renewal, 
Revocation or Suspension. The 
recommendation of the committee regarding the 
licensee must be based on evidence presented 
at the hearing. Probative evidence concerning 
non-renewal, suspension or revocation may 
include evidence of: 

d-1. Failure of the licensee to meet the 
municipal qualifications or any of the terms of 
this section. 

d-2. Pending charges against or the 
conviction of any felony, misdemeanor, 
municipal offense or other offense, the 
circumstances of which substantially relate to 
the circumstances of the particular licensed 
activity, by the licensee, his or her employees, 
subcontractors or customers. 

d-3. Failure to obtain any permit 
required under the ordinances of the city or the 
laws of the state of Wisconsin, or employing 
persons not authorized to do any specific work 
as required under the ordinances of the city or 
laws of the state of Wisconsin. 

d-4. Whether the licensee, or his or her 
employees, has violated any of the required and 
prohibited practices set forth in this section. 

d-5. Whether the licensee has been 
issued a warning letter or had the imposition of 
administrative sanctions by the Wisconsin 
department of agriculture, trade and consumer 
protection. 

d-6. Whether a judgment has been 
rendered against the licensee by any court of 
competent jurisdiction regarding violations of 
ordinances of the city or laws of the state of 
Wisconsin the nature of which substantially 
relate to the particular activity for which the 
license is issued, or a judgment has been 
rendered against the licensee. 

d-7. Any failure of the licensee to 
complete work on a project in accordance with 
the contractual written specifications for the work 
set forth pursuant to sub. 12-c-1 and 2, or to 
complete the work within the time period 
specified in the contract or agreement for the 
work pursuant to sub. 12-c-4. 

d-8. Any other factor which reasonably 
relates to the public health, safety and welfare. 

e. Evidence of Quality of 
Workmanship Excluded.  The recommendations 
of the committee regarding the licensee shall not 
be based on evidence presented at the hearing 
related to quality of workmanship. 

h. Request to Surrender a License.  
If a licensee who has surrendered his or her 
license wishes to have the surrendered license 
returned, the licensee must request, in writing, 
permission from the licensing committee to do 
so and appear before the committee at the date, 
time and place specified in written notice 
provided to the licensee by the city clerk. The 
committee may approve the request and return 
the license without further action by the common 
council, or make a recommendation to the 
common council to deny the request based on 
the same grounds set forth in this section for 
non-renewal or revocation. If the committee 
makes a recommendation to deny the request 
for the return of the license, all committee 
recommendations shall be prepared and 
common council actions conducted in the same 
manner set forth in this section for non-renewal 
or revocation. 
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12. REQUIRED AND PROHIBITED 
PRACTICES. All persons licensed under this 
section shall: 

a. Pay All Subcontractors. Pay all 
subcontractors and material suppliers so that no 
liens are filed against the owner of the property 
to whom the sale has been made, and furnish 
such owner waivers of liens from material 
suppliers and subcontractors within 30 days of 
completion of any job; except that where any 
subcontractor or material supplier's bill is the 
subject of a bona fide dispute in a legal action, 
no waivers need be furnished until the 
determination of such action. Legal action in this 
section shall include any type of arbitration or 
3rd party determination of the dispute 
recognized by the trade. 

b. Furnish Copies of All Written 
Documents. Furnish to the purchaser a copy of 
all written documents which the purchaser is 
requested to sign at the time of signing. 

c. Written Agreements. Before 
starting work of any kind, enter into a contract or 
firm agreement with the purchaser as to price 
and the work to be done, provided that no 
written contract shall be required where the work 
to be done is of an emergency nature and the 
total cost does not exceed $100. Any such 
agreement shall include therein a complete 
statement as to: 

c-1. The specific work to be done. 
c-2. The material to be used, 

describing it by brand name, if possible, and by 
weight, size and color. 

c-3. Guarantees and warranties made 
or represented to buyer in writing, setting forth 
by whom guaranteed or warranted, and any and 
all exclusions and limitations as to cost of repair, 
replacement of parts, service charges and labor 
charges. 

c-4. The time in which the work is 
expected to be completed. 

c-5. All financing, including the initial 
cost, any time charges, interest, etc., and the 
total cost including such charges, together with 
the amount of payment, the time at which the 
payments will begin, and the length of time for 
which they will continue. 

c-6. A statement agreeing to restore 
and repair any part of the property of the 
purchaser destroyed or damaged, where such 
damage results from the negligent acts of the 
contractor, his or her agents or subcontractors. 

c-7. A statement of the fact that the 
contractor or salesperson has a license from the 
city does not constitute an endorsement of the 
person or product by the city. 

d. Other Regulations. No contractor 
or salesperson obtaining a license under this 
section shall: 

d-1. Imply that having a license 
constitutes an endorsement or recommendation 
of the city. No person shall advertise in any 
manner that they have obtained a license from 
the city. 

d-2. Use any false or deceptive 
inducements or misrepresent or falsely state to a 
prospective customer that his or her dwelling  
or building is to serve as a "prospective buyer" 
lure or "model home" or " advertising job," and 
that he or she will be paid a commission or other 
compensation for any other sales the seller may 
make in the vicinity or within a specified distance 
from the customer's location, and in that way 
lead the customer to believe that the cost of the 
improvement or installation will be fully paid or 
reduced by reason thereof. 
 d-3. Misrepresent to a prospective 
customer that he or she is being given a special, 
introductory, confidential, close-out, factory or 
wholesale price or discount, or any other 
concession; or that this price or discount or any 
other concession is made due to materials left 
over from a nearby job or a test of the local 
market or a market survey. 

d-4. Misrepresent that anyone, whether 
connected with the seller or not, is especially 
interested in seeing that the prospective 
customer gets a bargain, special price, discount 
or any other concession. 

d-5. Substitute any product or material, 
or deliver or install or apply a product of different 
brand, grade or quality from that represented by 
any sample, illustration or model. 

d-6. Misrepresent or mislead 
prospective customers into believing that: 

d-6-a. Fire resistant materials are 
incombustible or fire-proof. 

d-6-b. The product needs no periodic 
repainting, refinishing, maintenance or any other 
service. 
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d-6-c. The product is of a specific or well-
known brand name or manufacture, or that the 
product is nationally advertised. 

d-6-d. The product meets or exceeds 
minimum municipal, state, federal or other 
applicable standards or requirements. 

d-6-e. The product is of a specific size, 
weight, grade or any other identifiable character. 

d-6-f. The product is approved or 
recommended by any government agency, or 
other applicable organizations, or that they are 
the users of said product. 

d-6-g. The product is or will be custom-
built or specially designed for the needs of the 
customer. 

d-6-h. The buyer need not obtain any 
permit, authorization or approval from any 
municipal, state or federal government agency 
to apply or install the product, or that the seller 
has or will obtain such permission or approval. 

d-6-i. The product will not be damaged 
by hail or other storm. 

d-7. Give any guarantee that is not 
specific, clear and definite or which shall 
misrepresent or lead the customer to believe 
that the manufacturer or anyone else is the 
guarantor of the product, or give any guarantee 
unless the same is given in writing. 

d-8. Start installation or apply a small 
portion of the product with the misrepresentation 
that it is a tryout or test, or any other reason, 
where in fact it is done so the seller can claim 
partial performance or that work has actually 
begun on the job, and induce or force the 
purchaser into the terms of the contract. 

d-9. Misrepresent or mislead the 
prospective customer into believing that 
insurance or some other form of protection will 
be given if the customer in any way is unable to 
make the payments agreed upon. 

d-10. Misrepresent or mislead the 
customer into believing that the signing of any 
completion slip, financial statement, advertising 
agreement, contract, bond or promissory note, 
or any other document, either before or after 
completion of the job, will impose no obligation 
upon the customer, or that such signing will 
relieve or end some or all of the obligations of 
the seller. 

d-11. Ask or require the customer to 
sign a completion slip before the installation or 
job is completed in accordance with the terms of 
the contract. 

d-12. Gain entry or access into the 
prospective customer's home or into his property 
under the guise of any governmental inspection 
right or duty, or the misrepresentation that the 
seller has such authority, or under the guise that 
the seller is an employee or represents a public 
utility. 

d-13. Misrepresent or lead the customer 
to believe that some product or part is 
unavailable or that there will be a long delay in 
manufacture, delivery or service, in order to 
induce or force a customer to buy a product from 
the seller. 

d-14. Fail to disclose in advertising that 
the advertised prices or offer does not include 
delivery or installation, if such is the fact.  

d-15. Fail to disclose in writing all 
financial arrangements, interest, service fees, 
credit investigation costs, and building or 
installation permit fees, or that the promissory 
note or any other similar instrument will be 
placed with a financial institution for collection. 

d-16. Misrepresent through the use of 
any picture, drawings or illustrations, scare 
tactics, demonstration devices or claims which 
threaten or imply any physical, mental or bodily 
harm. 

d-17. Misrepresent that the seller is an 
employee, officer or representative of a 
manufacturer, importer or any other person, firm, 
or organization, or that such person, firm or 
organization will assume some obligation in 
fulfilling the terms of the contract. 

d-18. Misrepresent that maintenance, 
service or repairs, and replacement parts will be 
readily available within the customer's 
immediate trade area. 

d-19. Disparage or degrade any of the 
seller's own advertised products or services, in 
order to induce or attempt to induce the 
customer to buy higher priced products or 
materials from the seller. 

d-20. Misrepresent to the purchaser that 
his or her property is or will be condemned if no 
work is done. 

d-21. Promise or give any money as an 
inducement for making the sale 

d-22. Represent to the purchaser that 
his or her taxes or insurance rates will or will not 
be affected as a result of the sale or installation. 

d-23. Use a contract of any other person 
when not properly authorized. 
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13. CONTRACTOR'S RESPON-
SIBILITY FOR SALES PERSONNEL. Each 
contractor obtaining a license shall be 
responsible for the acts of his or her salesperson 
regardless of whether the same be his or her 
employees, agents or subcontractors, and shall 
be subject to all the penalties to which the 
salesperson shall be subject, if the salesperson 
violates this section, including revocation of his 
or her license. 

13.5. TERMINATION OF SALES-
PERSON’S EMPLOYMENT WITH HOME 
IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR.  If a licensed 
home improvement salesperson is separated 
from employment with a licensed home 
improvement contractor for any reason, the 
licensed contractor shall notify the city clerk of 
the separation in writing within 10 days of the 
separation.  The licensed salesperson shall 
surrender the salesperson’s license to the city 
clerk not later than 10 days following that day on 
which separation from employment occurred. 

14. PENALTY. a. Any person acting 
as a salesperson or contractor without having 
obtained a license so to act or violating any 
other provision of this section shall be punished 
by a forfeiture of not less than $250 nor more 
than $3,000. On default of payment thereof, 
such person shall be committed to the county jail 
or house of correction for not less than 10 days 
nor more than 90 days.  Each day in which any 
person shall operate as a salesperson or 
contractor without having obtained a license, or 
after revocation or suspension of the same, shall 
constitute a separate offense. 

b. In addition to other applicable 
enforcement procedures and pursuant to the 
authority of s. 66.0113, Wis. Stats., the 
department of neighborhood services may issue 
citations pursuant to the citation procedure set 
forth in s. 50-25 to any person violating sub. 2. 
The police department is also authorized to 
issue citations for violations of sub. 2. 
 
 
 
For legislative history of chapter 95, contact the 
Municipal Research Library. 
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1. The fee for the installation of 
church directional signs which are authorized by 
the commissioner of public works shall be that 
amount required in s. 81-108. 

2. The fee for removal of parking 
meters to accommodate facilities other than 
loading zones shall be the amount required in 
s. 81-82. 

3. The fee for the traffic signal timing 
schedule information and copy per intersection 
shall be that amount required in s. 81-128. 

3.5. The fee for a “no parking to 
driveway” sign requested by the owner, lessee, 
manager or tenant of the property involved shall 
be the amount specified in s. 81-109. 

4. No sign, box or decoration may be 
attached to any city-owned poles or similar 
facilities without first obtaining a permit from the 
commissioner of public works. See s. 81-107 for 
the required permit fee. 

5. The revenue received from fees 
paid for the removal of parking meters shall be 
credited to the city's parking fund. 
 
101-51. Use of Low-speed Vehicles On City 
Streets. 1. “Low-speed vehicle” means a motor 
vehicle that conforms to the definition and 
requirements for low-speed vehicles as adopted 
in the federal motor vehicle safety standards for 
low-speed vehicles under 49 CFR 571.3(b) and 
571.500. Low-speed vehicle does not include a 
golf cart, as defined in s. 340.01(27h), Wis. Stats. 

2. REQUIREMENTS.  Low-speed 
vehicles shall be 4-wheeled and have a speed 
range of at least 20 miles per hour and not more 
than 25 miles per hour on a paved surface, and 
have a gross vehicle weight rating that is less 
than 3,000 pounds.  Low-speed vehicles shall 
have: 

a. Headlamps. 
b. Front and rear turn signals. 
c. Stop lamps. 
d. Reflex reflectors: one red on each 

side as far to the rear as practicable, and one red 
on the rear. 

e. An exterior mirror mounted on the 
driver’s side and either an exterior mirror on the 
passenger side or an interior rearview mirror. 

f. Parking brake. 
g. Windshield that conforms to the 

requirements of the federal motor vehicle safety 
standard on glazing materials as provided in CFR 
571.205. 

h. A vehicle identification number that 
complies with federal law as provided in 49 CFR 
565. 

i. A type 1 or type 2 seatbelt 
assembly conforming to 49 CFR 571.209, and 
federal motor safety standard No. 209, for each 
designated seating position. 

j. Meets the general test conditions 
under 49 CFR 571. 

3. LICENSE.  Low-speed vehicles 
shall be registered, titled and licensed by the 
state of Wisconsin. 

4. PERMITTED USERS.  To use a 
low-speed vehicle on the streets of the city of 
Milwaukee, the operator shall have a valid 
Wisconsin driver’s license. 

5. PERMITTED USE.  Under the 
authority of s. 349.26, Wis. Stats., a licensed 
individual may operate a low-speed vehicle on 
those city streets having a posted speed limit of 
35 miles per hour or less, and headlamps must 
be on during operation. 

6. OPERATION.  The operation of 
low-speed vehicles as permitted herein shall in all 
respects be in compliance with ch. 101. 
 
101-53. Dockless Mobility Systems. 
 1. DEFINITIONS.  
 a. “Dockless mobility system” means 
a system of self-service mobility devices, made 
available for shared use to individuals on a 
short-term basis, which may be rented through a 
smart-phone app, vendor website, vendor 
customer service number, or a pre-paid PIN and 
which do not require structures at permanent, 
fixed locations where rides must begin and end.  
 b. “Mobility device” means a vehicle, 
whether motorized or not, including a bicycle, a 
scooter, a skateboard, or any other 
micro-mobility vehicle which is exempt from state 
registration under ch. 341, Wis. Stats. 
 c. “Operator” means any person who 
owns, leases, offers to rent, collects, distributes, 
repairs, services, charges or otherwise controls a 
dockless mobility system. 
 d. “Person” means any individual, 
firm, corporation, limited liability company, 
partnership or association acting in a fiduciary 
capacity. 
 2. PROHIBITED. No person may 
operate a dockless mobility system in the city 
upon the highway including public streets and 
sidewalks. 
 3. EXCEPTION. Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, the operation of a dockless mobility 
system shall be permitted if the operator 
participates in a dockless mobility system pilot 
study administered by the department of public 
works. Participation in the pilot study may only 
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occur upon application and approval of the 
department of public works. 
 4. REMOVAL OF DOCKLESS 
MOBILITY DEVICES. If the chief of police or 
commissioner of public works finds on any alley, 
street, highway or public place within the city, any 
dockless mobility device belonging to an operator 
who is in violation of this section, or in violation of 
the pilot program requirements, including, but not 
limited to, improper parking of a mobility device, 
the chief, the commissioner or other authorized 
agent of the city may have the dockless mobility 
device immediately removed to a suitable place 
of impoundment. If the operator can be identified, 
a notice informing the operator of the location of 
the dockless mobility device and the procedure 
for reclaiming the dockless mobility device, shall 
be sent to the operator’s corporate headquarters 
within 24 hours after removal. 
 5. PERIOD OF IMPOUNDMENT. 
Upon impoundment, a dockless mobility device 
shall be held a minimum of 30 days unless earlier 
redeemed by the owner or owner’s 
representative upon payment of the redemption 
fee provided in s. 81-43.7. 
 6. DISPOSITION OF UNREDEEMED 
DOCKLESS MOBILITY DEVICES. The 
commissioner of public works may dispose of 
impounded dockless mobility devices that are not 
redeemed within 30 days in any of the following 
ways: 
 a. Public auction or sale. 
 b. Donation to a suitable nonprofit 
organization for charitable, educational or other 
eleemosynary purposes. 
 c. Scrapping a dockless mobility 
device that cannot be disposed of through any 
other reasonable means. 
 7. OWNER RESPONSIBLE FOR 
COSTS. The owner of any dockless mobility 
device removed under this provision shall be 
responsible for all costs of impounding and 
disposing of the dockless mobility device. Costs 
not recovered from the sale of the dockless 
mobility device may be recovered in a civil action 
by the city against the operator. The city assumes 
no responsibility for damage to dockless mobility 
devices impounded under this section. 
 8. PENALTY. Any person violating 
the provisions of this section shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be subject to a forfeiture of not 
less than $50 nor more than $500 per day for 
each dockless mobility device operated or parked 
upon the highway including public streets and 
sidewalks. For each second or subsequent 
conviction, the forfeiture shall be not less than 
$500 nor more than $1,000. 

101-55. Streetcar Mass Transit Way.  
 1. DEFINITIONS. In this section: 
 a. “Bar signal” means a 2- or 3-aspect 
indicator showing either a horizontal, vertical, or 
diagonal bar oriented within a traffic signal placed 
or erected by the city to regulate or guide the 
movement of a streetcar.  
 b. “Streetcar” means an 
electrically-driven rail public transit vehicle 
designed for public transportation that runs on rail 
and is powered by electricity from batteries or 
from overhead wire. 
 2. DESIGNATION OF THE MASS 
TRANSIT WAY. The following named roadways 
or parts of roadways in the city of Milwaukee are 
established under the provisions of s. 349.22, 
Wis. Stats., to constitute a mass transit way: 
 a. Vel R. Phillips Avenue between 
West Clybourn Street and West Saint Paul 
Avenue. 
 b. West St. Paul Avenue between Vel 
R. Phillips Avenue and North Plankinton Avenue. 
 c. East St. Paul Avenue between 
North Plankinton Avenue and North Milwaukee 
Street. 
 d. North Broadway between East St. 
Paul Avenue and East Kilbourn Avenue.  
 e. North Milwaukee Street between 
East St. Paul Avenue and East Kilbourn Avenue. 
 f. East Kilbourn Avenue between 
North Broadway and North Jackson Street. 
 g. North Jackson Street between East 
Kilbourn Avenue and East Ogden Avenue. 
 h. East Ogden Avenue between 
North Jackson Street and North Prospect 
Avenue.  
 i. East Clybourn Street between 
North Milwaukee Street and North Lincoln 
Memorial Drive. 
 j. East Michigan Street between 
North Milwaukee Street and North Lincoln 
Memorial Drive. 
 3. RULES OF THE ROAD 
APPLICABLE TO THE STREETCAR.  a.  
Applicability of Existing State Laws. a-1. In 
addition to the regulations established pursuant 
to other sections of these ordinances, a streetcar 
shall be considered a “vehicle” under s. 
340.01(74), Wis. Stats., and a “motor vehicle” 
under s. 340.01(35), Wis. Stats., for the purposes 
of ss. 346.04 (2t)-(4), 346.07(2), 346.08, 346.09, 
346.14, 346.175, 346.18, 346.19, 346.20, 
346.23, 346.24, 346.25, 346.26, 346.27, 
346.34(1)(b), 346.34(2), 346.38, 346.39, 
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346.455, 346.46, 346.52, 346.57, 346.63, 
346.64, 346.67, 346.68, 346.69, 346.87, 346.88, 
346.89, 346.90, 346.91, 346.915, 346.92, 
346.93, 346.94(5), (9), (10), (11), (17), and (20), 
Wis. Stats., as adopted under this chapter, and 
amended from time to time, with respect to 
vehicles and pedestrians and traffic on the mass 
transit way established under sub. 2.   
 a-2. Upon conviction of a violation of 
subd. 1, the court shall enter a judgment of 
forfeiture against the violator within the range of 
forfeitures provided by statute for a violation of 
the statute associated with the violation and in 
default of payment thereof, order imprisonment 
as provided by law. 
 b. Meeting a Streetcar.  b-1.  The 
operator of a vehicle, as defined by s. 340.01(74), 
Wis. Stats., proceeding in a direction opposite a 
streetcar shall pass a streetcar to the right on the 
mass transit way established under sub. 2.  
 b-2. Upon conviction of a violation of 
subd. 1, the court shall enter a judgment of 
forfeiture against the violator within the range of 
forfeitures provided by statute for a violation of s. 
346.06, Wis. Stats., and in default of payment 
thereof, order imprisonment as provided by law. 
 c. Overtaking and Passing a 
Streetcar.  c-1.  If the operator of a motor 
vehicle, as defined by s. 340.01(35), Wis. Stats., 
overtakes a streetcar which is stopped on the 
right side of the roadway and is receiving or 
discharging passengers on the mass transit way 
established under sub. 2, the operator shall pass 
to the left of the streetcar and shall not turn right 
in front of the streetcar. If the operator of a motor 
vehicle as defined by s. 340.01(35), Wis. Stats., 
overtakes a streetcar which is stopped on the left 
side of the roadway and is receiving or 
discharging passengers on the mass transit way 
established under sub. 2, the operator shall pass 
to the right of the streetcar and shall not turn left 
in front of the streetcar.  
 c-2. Upon conviction of a violation of 
this subd. 1, the court shall enter a judgment of 
forfeiture against the violator within the range of 
forfeitures provided by statute for a violation of s. 
346.075, Wis. Stats., and in default of payment 
thereof, order imprisonment as provided by law. 
 d. Traffic Control Signals. d-1.  A 
streetcar shall be considered a “vehicle” under s. 
340.01(74), Wis. Stats., as applied to ss. 
346.04(2) and 346.37, Wis. Stats., on the mass 
transit way established under subd. 2, and the 
operator of a streetcar shall follow all rules 

regarding traffic control signals unless a bar 
signal indicates differently, in which case a 
streetcar shall proceed in the manner required by 
the bar signal.  
 d-2. For the purposes of subd. 1, a 
horizontal bar contained within the bar signal 
indicates a streetcar shall stop before entering 
the crosswalk on the near side of an intersection, 
or if none, then before entering the intersection or 
at such other point as may be indicated by a 
clearly visible sign or pavement marking and 
shall remain standing until a bar signal permitting 
movement is shown. 
 d-3. For the purposes of subd. 1, a bar 
contained within the bar signal that runs 
diagonally beginning in the bottom left and 
running upwards to the upper right of the bar 
signal indicates a streetcar shall proceed by 
turning right but shall yield the right-of-way to 
vehicles, pedestrians, personal delivery devices, 
bicyclists, and riders of electric personal assistive 
mobility devices lawfully within a crosswalk and 
to other traffic lawfully using the intersection. 
 d-4. For the purposes of subd. 1, a bar 
contained within the bar signal that runs 
diagonally beginning in the bottom right and 
running upwards to the upper left of the bar signal 
indicates a streetcar shall proceed by turning left 
but shall yield the right-of-way to vehicles, 
pedestrians, personal delivery devices, bicyclists, 
and riders of electric personal assistive mobility 
devices lawfully within a crosswalk and to other 
traffic lawfully using the intersection. 
 d-5. For the purposes of subd. 1, a 
vertical bar contained within the bar signal 
indicates a streetcar shall proceed straight 
through the intersection. 
 4. SIGNAGE. The department of 
public works shall erect appropriate signs along 
the mass transit way established under sub. 2 
giving notice of all priorities and regulations 
established hereunder. 
 
For legislative history of chapter 101, contact the 
Municipal Research Library. 
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 b. Any person convicted of violating any 
provision of this section except sub. 4 shall forfeit not 
less than $500 nor more than $5,000 per violation or, 
upon default of payment, be imprisoned for not more 
than 90 days. 
 
105-46.  Sale of Motorized Scooters. 
 1. DEFINITION. In this section, 
“motorized scooter” means a vehicle which is 
designed and built to be stood or sat upon by the 
operator and that has 2 small-diameter wheels in 
tandem, upright t-shaped handlebars, and is powered 
by an internal combustion engine or electric motor 
that is capable of propelling the device with or without 
human propulsion.  For the purposes of this section, 
an electric personal assistive mobility device, a 
moped, a motor bicycle or a motorcycle, as defined 
under s. 340.01, Wis. Stats., is not a motorized 
scooter. 
 2. POSTING OF NOTICES TO BUYERS 
REQUIRED.  Every retail commercial establishment 
selling motorized scooters shall have posted on the 
premises in a prominent and conspicuous manner at 
or near the display of such item a placard stating as 
follows: "IMPORTANT NOTICE TO POTENTIAL 
MOTORIZED SCOOTER BUYERS: The operation of 
motorized scooters upon public roadways, bicycle 
ways and sidewalks is against the law.  Motorized 
scooters may only be operated with permission on 
private property, and on private roads and driveways.” 
  3. SIGNED STATEMENT REQUIRED.  
Every retail commercial establishment selling 
motorized scooters shall obtain from every person 
buying a motorized scooter a signed statement on 
forms provided by the city clerk stating that the buyer 
is aware that motorized scooters cannot be operated 
within the city on public roadways, bicycle ways and 
sidewalks, as set forth in chs. 341 and 346, Wis. 
Stats., as amended. The seller must retain the 
statement for a period of not less than one year from 
the date of sale. 
 4. PENALTY.  Any person convicted of 
violating any provision of this section, shall forfeit not 
less than $500 nor more than $5,000 per violation, or 
upon default of payment be imprisoned in the house 
of correction or the county jail for not more than 90 
days or until such forfeiture costs are paid. 
 
105-47. Fireworks. 1. SALES, DISCHARGE AND 
USE PROHIBITED. No person may sell, expose or 
offer for sale, use, keep or discharge, or explode in 
this city any firecracker, bottle rocket, cherry bomb, 
colored smoke bomb, toy cap, blank cartridge, toy 

pistol or cannon in which explosives are used, 
contrivances using explosive caps or cartridges, 
sparklers, display wheels, the type of balloon which 
requires fire underneath to propel it, torpedoes, sky 
rockets, Roman candles, aerial salutes, American or 
Chinese bombs or other fireworks of like construction, 
or any other fireworks containing any explosives of 
like construction, or any fireworks containing any 
explosives of flammable compound, or any tablets or 
other device commonly used and sold as fireworks 
containing nitrates, chlorates, oxylates, sulphides of 
lead, barium, antimony, arsenic, mercury, 
nitroglycerine, phosphorous, or any compound 
containing any of the same or other explosives. 
 2. STORAGE AND WHOLESALING. 
This section does not prohibit any resident, 
wholesaler, dealer or jobber firm from selling fireworks 
at wholesale, provided they are shipped or delivered 
directly outside the city limits.  
 3. PENALTY.  a.  Any person violating 
this section shall upon conviction forfeit not less than 
$500 nor more than $1000, and upon default thereof 
shall be imprisoned in the county jail or house of 
correction for a period not to exceed 40 days, or until 
the forfeiture costs are paid. 
 b. A parent or legal guardian of a minor 
who consents to the use of fireworks by the minor 
shall forfeit not more than $1000, and upon default 
thereof shall be imprisoned in the county jail or house 
of correction for a period not to exceed 40 days, or 
until the forfeiture costs are paid. 
 
105-48. Smoking Prohibited.  1.  ADOPTION OF 
STATE LAW. The city adopts the provisions of 
s. 101.123, Wis. Stats., regulating smoking except as 
otherwise provided in city provisions not in conflict 
with s. 101.123, Wis. Stats., or other state statutes or 
administrative rules.   
 2. DEFINITIONS. In this section: 
 a. "City building," as referenced in 
s. 101.123(2)(a)8r, Wis. Stats., means a building, or 
portion of any building, owned or leased by the city 
including any enclosed walkway connecting city 
buildings or structures. 
 b. "Enclosed place" means all space 
between a floor and ceiling that is bounded by walls, 
doors, or windows, whether open or closed, covering 
more than 50 percent of the combined surface area of 
vertical planes constituting the perimeter of the area. 
A wall includes any retractable divider, garage door, 
or other physical barrier, whether temporary or 
permanent.  A 0.011 gauge screen with an 18 by 16 
mesh count is not a wall. 
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 3. EXCEPTIONS. Prohibitions against 
smoking shall not apply to any of the following: 
 a. A private residence. 
 b. A room used by only one person in an 
assisted living facility as his or her residence. 
 c. A room in an assisted living facility in 
which 2 or more persons reside if every person who 
lives in that room smokes and each of those persons 
has made a written request to the person in charge of 
the assisted living facility to be placed in a room 
where smoking is allowed. 
 d. A retail tobacco store that has been in 
existence since June 3, 2009, and in which the 
smoking of cigars and pipes has been allowed. 
 e. A tobacco bar that has been in 
existence since June 3, 2009, and in which only the 
smoking of cigars and pipes has been allowed. 
 4. ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES. Pro-
hibitions against smoking under this section shall 
include use of an electronic smoking device and 
electronic smoking device paraphernalia, as defined 
in s. 106-30.2-1. 
 5. PENALTIES. a. Any person violating 
the state prohibition against smoking in enclosed 
places or upon those unenclosed spaces identified in 
s. 101.123(d) and (e), Wis. Stats., shall be subject to 
a forfeiture of not less than $100 nor more than $250, 
and upon failure to pay the forfeiture, may be subject 
to not less than 2 nor more than 5 days of 
confinement in the county jail or house of correction. 
 b. Any person in charge of property as 
defined in s. 101.123(1)(d) Wis. Stats., who violates 
the provisions of s. 101.123(2m)(b) to (d), Wis. Stats., 
shall be subject to a forfeiture of $100 and, upon 
failure to pay the forfeiture, may be confined in the 
county jail or house of correction for a period of 2 
days. No person may be held subject to more than 
$100 total forfeiture for violations occurring on the 
same calendar day. For violations subject to the 
forfeiture provided in this paragraph, no citation shall 
be issued to a person in charge who has not received 
a prior written warning notice. 
 c. Any person using an electronic 
smoking device as defined in s. 106-30.2-1 in a place 
where smoking cigarettes is prohibited by state law 
shall upon conviction forfeit not less than $100 nor 
more than $250. 
 d. Any person using electronic smoking 
device paraphernalia as defined in s. 106-30.2-1 in a 
place where smoking cigarettes is prohibited by state 
law shall upon conviction forfeit not less than $100 nor 
more than $250. 
 

105-49. Smoking Prohibited on City Property. 
 1. SMOKING PROHIBITED UPON 
UNENCLOSED CITY PROPERTY. a. The 
commissioner of public works may designate 
unenclosed properties owned or leased by the city as 
areas where smoking is prohibited for the purpose of 
protecting and preserving the health and comfort of 
the public.  
 b. Smoking or carrying, possessing, or 
being in control of any lit tobacco product is prohibited 
within 30 feet of any public building owned or leased 
by the city. 
 2. STATE SIGNAGE REQUIRE- 
MENTS.  Signs setting forth the prohibition against 
smoking shall comply with requirements established 
by the state of Wisconsin department of safety and 
professional services, if any, and shall include 
information reasonably sufficient to inform individuals 
of the physical area within which smoking shall not be 
permitted. It is a violation of this section for an 
individual, following warning by any city employee or 
by any member of the public, to continue smoking 
within the posted area. 
 3. DESIGNATION OF OUTSIDE 
SMOKING AREAS. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this section, any person in charge of a 
restaurant, tavern, private club or retail establishment 
may designate an outside area that is a reasonable 
distance from any entrance to the restaurant, tavern, 
private club or retail establishment where customers, 
employees, or persons associated with the restaurant, 
tavern, private club or retail establishment may smoke 
as provided in s. 101.123(4m), Wis. Stats., governing 
local authority to regulate smoking on public property. 
Any person in charge of a restaurant, tavern, private 
club or retail establishment that designates an area 
for smoking which is a reasonable distance from any 
entrance to a restaurant, tavern, private club or retail 
establishment shall assure that the designated area is 
kept free of litter including cigarette butts or other 
tobacco products. 
 4. ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES. Pro-
hibitions against smoking on city property under this 
section shall include use of an electronic smoking 
device and electronic smoking device paraphernalia, 
as defined in s. 106-30.2-1. 
 
105-49.5. Use of Smokeless Tobacco Products 
Prohibited.  1. DEFINITIONS. In this section: 
 a.  “Person in charge” means the person, 
or his or her agent, who ultimately controls, governs 
or directs the activities at a sporting event venue 
where the use of smokeless tobacco is prohibited 
under this section. 
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property damage may likely be done unless 
immediately arrested.  He may lawfully make an 
arrest acting under a warrant even though the officer 
does not have the warrant in his possession at the 
time of the arrest, but, if the person arrested so 
requests, the warrant shall be shown to him as soon 
as practicable. He may lawfully arrest when advised 
by any other peace officer in the state that a warrant 
has been issued for the individual.  
 
105-133.  Warrant for Assault Upon Officer. No 
member of the police force shall be permitted to apply 
for warrant for an assault upon himself without first 
reporting the case to the chief of police and obtaining 
from him or from the mayor permission in writing to 
make such application. 
 
105-137.  Assistance to Officers By Citizens. It 
shall be the duty of all persons in the city, when called 
upon by any police officer or patrolman to promptly 
aid and assist him in the execution of his duties. 
Whoever shall neglect or refuse to give such aid and 
assistance  shall forfeit a penalty of not exceeding 
$100 in the discretion of the court or magistrate 
convicting. And if the person offending be a licensed 
hackman, cabman or drawman, or the driver of any 
hackney coach, cab, omnibus, dray or wagon or other 
vehicle, the court or magistrate convicting shall be 
authorized to give judgment that the license of the 
said person or of the owner of such vehicle be 
cancelled and revoked. 
 
105-138.  Resisting or Obstructing  Officer. 
 1.  DEFINITIONS. In this section: 
 a. "Obstructs" includes without limitation 
knowingly giving false information to an officer or 
knowingly placing physical evidence with the intent to 
mislead an officer in the performance of the officer's 
duty, including the service of any summons or civil 
process. 
 b. "Officer" means a peace officer or 
other public officer or public employee having the 
authority by virtue of the officer's position or 
employment to take another into custody. 
 2. PROHIBITION.  No person shall 
knowingly resist or obstruct an officer while the officer 
is doing any act in an official capacity and with lawful 
authority. 

3. PENALTY.  Any person violating this 
section shall upon conviction forfeit not less than $100 
nor more than $500, together with the costs of 
prosecution and in default of payment shall be 
imprisoned in the county jail or house of correction for 
a period not to exceed 20 days, or until the forfeiture 
and costs are paid; and for violations occurring 
between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. upon a 
street designated as a cruising area under s. 101-
20.5, including the land within the street lines whether 
or not improved, shall upon conviction forfeit not less 
than $200 nor more than $1,000, together with the 
costs of prosecution and in default of payment shall 
be imprisoned in the county jail for a period not to 
exceed 40 days, or until the forfeiture and costs are 
paid. 

 
 
 
 
 

For legislative history of chapter 105, contact the 
Municipal Research Library. 
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