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a. Interim control activities, including 

repainting over or covering lead-based paint with 
nonlead-based paint and performing cleaning 
activities designed to maintain a no-lead hazard 
condition. 

b. Disturbing lead-based paint surfaces 
incidental to the performance of remodeling, 
renovation or repair activities where the intent of 
the project is not to reduce the hazard or 
potential hazard of lead exposure. 

22. STANDARD TREATMENT means a 
department-approved lead hazard reduction 
method required for compliance with department 
orders. 

23. SUPPLEMENTAL LOCATION 
means any dwelling, dwelling unit or premises 
where any person cares for, teaches, trains or 
supervises a child, including any structure 
adjacent to the dwelling unit of a lead poisoned 
child. 

24. TARGET HOUSING means any 
dwelling constructed prior to 1978, except a 
dwelling for the elderly or persons with 
disabilities or any dwelling without a bedroom 
unless a child occupies or is expected to occupy 
the dwelling. 

25. VISUAL EXAMINATION means an 
inspection by department staff of standard 
treatments conducted by trained or certified 
individuals, for the purposes of ensuring that 
work quality matches department specifications 
as set forth in the standard treatments. 

26. WET-SCRAPED means the 
moistening of a surface to limit the creation of 
airborne dust during the removal of a coating 
containing lead, while containing all runoff of the 
wetting agent for proper disposal. 
 
66-22.  Lead Poisoning Prevention and 
Control Regulations.  1. PROHIBITED ACTS. 
a. No owner or person may create or knowingly 
allow to exist in or on their property any 
lead-based nuisance, as defined in s. 66-21-15. 

b. No person may apply lead bearing 
coatings having a lead content greater than or 
equal to 0.06% by weight, calculated as lead in 
the total nonvolatile content or any other coating 
material which would result in a lead based 
surface to: 

b-1. Any exposed surface on the interior 
or exterior of a dwelling, dwelling unit, 
supplemental location or premises. 

b-2. Any object to be used inside, outside 
or upon any exposed surface of a dwelling, 
dwelling unit, supplemental location or premises. 

2. WARNING LABEL REQUIRED. 
a. No person may store, sell, give 

away or accept any paint, coating material or 
object which has a lead content greater than or 
equal to 0.06% by weight, calculated as lead 
metal in the total nonvolatile content of the liquid, 
including any additives, or a finished surface that 
contains lead at a concentration greater than or 
equal to .7 milligram per square centimeter, 
unless such paint, coating material or object has 
a securely attached, prominently displayed and 
easily read label with the following wording: 
 

WARNING! 
Contains Lead!  

Harmful If Consumed! 
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. 

DO NOT APPLY WHERE 
ACCESSIBLE TO CHILDREN. 

 
b. The warning statement shall also be 

required on any accompanying literature, 
instructions or directions. 

c. The warning label requirement does 
not apply to dwelling units. 

3. EVICTION OR RETALIATION 
PROHIBITED. a. No landlord shall terminate a 
tenancy or give notice preventing the automatic 
renewal of a lease, or constructively evict a 
tenant who is in compliance with the terms and 
conditions of a lease of tenancy by any means 
including the termination or substantial reduction 
of heat, water or electricity to the dwelling unit, in 
retaliation against a tenant because the tenant 
has, within the prior 12 months:  

a-1. Sought advice or services to guard 
household members from exposure to 
suspected or known lead-based nuisances in a 
rented domicile.  

a-2. Cooperated with city representatives 
investigating possible lead-based nuisances or 
abating lead-based nuisances in a rented 
domicile.  

a-3. Arranged the abatement of known 
lead-based nuisances in a rented domicile. 

b. Any person who violates this 
subchapter shall be liable upon conviction to a 
Class J penalty under s. 61-16. Each and every 
act of violation shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

4. ENFORCEMENT. a. The 
department may conduct an inspection of a 
dwelling, dwelling unit, supplemental location or 
premises on surfaces, substances or objects 
which the department has reason to believe 
constitutes a lead based nuisance and may also
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take samples of materials which are believed to 
contain lead for further laboratory analysis. 

b. If the department is refused 
admittance to any dwelling, dwelling unit, 
supplemental location or premises to conduct an 
environmental inspection, the commissioner may 
apply for and obtain a special warrant pursuant 
to s. 66.0119, Wis. Stats., to gain access.  

c. If the department determines that a 
lead based nuisance exists in or upon a dwelling, 
dwelling unit, supplemental location or premises, 
the department may:  

c-1. Notify the occupant or the 
occupant's representative and the owner, that 
lead based nuisances are present and that they 
constitute a health hazard.  

c-2. Issue orders for lead hazard 
reduction activities to address those lead-based 
nuisances found to exceed allowable lead levels 
as provided in s. 66-21-18. The order shall state 
that the order may be appealed, the deadline by 
which the appeal must be filed and the entity to 
which the appeal must be made. 

d. If orders are not complied with by 
the expiration date, the commissioner may, 
provided the department has funds available, 
secure an appropriate court-issued warrant for 
entry to the premises to abate or remove the 
nuisance and use the authority delegated under 
ch. 17 of the charter to summarily abate or 
remove a nuisance.  The city shall assess the 
cost of such action, not to exceed 40% of the 
assessed market value of the property, as a 
special assessment upon the property and 
invoice the owner for the proper amount. 

5. LEAD HAZARD REDUCTION 
PROJECT PERMIT REQUIRED. Except as 
otherwise provided in par. a, no person may 
conduct or perform work on a lead hazard 
reduction project without obtaining a lead hazard 
reduction project permit approved by the 
department. Permit-holders shall follow the 
interior and exterior lead hazard site preparation 
and reduction standards in subs. 5 to 9. 

a. Permit and certification exceptions.  
a-1. A permit shall not be required for: 
a-1-a. Work involving repair to less than 10 

square feet of lead-based nuisance. 
a-1-b. Work involving repair to comply with 

a 5-day hazard control order. 
a-1-c. Preventive maintenance. 
a-2. On a lead hazard reduction project, 

the department may approve the use of 
non-certified workers on the project site if the 
workers do not participate in activities that create 

a lead based nuisance or that, intentionally or 
incidentally, disturb lead based paint. These 
activities include, but are not limited to repainting 
or siding application after lead-based paint 
hazards have been stabilized or building a new 
porch after an old porch has been safely 
removed. The department may require the 
oversight of such non-certified workers by a 
certified supervisor at a project site. 

b. Applications.  Applications for 
permits shall be made on forms obtained from 
and returned to the department. 

b-1. Applicants are required to be 
state-certified as provided for in Wis. Adm. Code 
ch. DHS 163, as amended, and shall pay the fee 
required in s. 60-54, prior to the issuance of a 
permit. 

b-2. An application to revise the start 
date of a project shall be submitted to and 
approved by the department prior to the start 
date specified on the original permit. 

b-3. Permit extensions shall be applied 
for and approved prior to expiration of the permit. 
The department may charge a fee for a permit 
extension. 

c. Posting of Permit.  The permit shall 
be posted in a conspicuous location at the 
reduction site until the reduction has been 
completed. 

d. Permit Denial or Granting with 
Conditions.   

d-1. An application for a permit may be 
denied or granted with conditions if the applicant 
has been convicted of 3 or more project 
violations under par. h on or after November 18, 
1998 and at least 3 convictions were on account 
of actions occurring within the 24 months 
immediately preceding the date of application.  

d-2. Whenever a permit is denied or 
granted with conditions under subd. 1, the 
commissioner shall so notify the applicant in 
writing. The notice shall state that the applicant 
may appeal the decision under sub. 13 and shall 
specify how such appeal may be made. 

e. Commissioner to Enforce Appeal 
Decisions.  Based upon the record of a hearing 
conducted under sub. 13, the commissioner 
shall enforce the decision of the board. 

f. List of Significant Violations for 
Public Inspection.  The commissioner shall 
establish, maintain and periodically revise as 
necessary, a list of specific actions which 
constitute significant violations of under par. h.  
The commissioner shall make the list readily 
available for public inspection. 
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g. Permit Suspension.  g-1.  If proper 
procedures and compliance with the approved 
treatments are not followed or conditions result 
that create a hazardous environment, the 
commissioner may give written notice to 
suspend the lead hazard reduction permit.  
When a permit is suspended, all work shall be 
stopped and the lead hazards must be contained 
or cleaned pending correction of the violation 
and reissuance of the permit. 

g-2. Any decision of the commissioner 
under this paragraph is effective unless the 
permit holder seeks a hearing on the decision 
under subd. g-3. 

g-3. Any person whose permit has been 
suspended may appeal the suspension by 
delivering a written request for a hearing to the 
commissioner no later than 5 working days 
following the permit action.  The commissioner 
shall schedule a hearing on the appeal within 10 
working days after the commissioner's receipt of 
the request for hearing. 

g-4. After taking testimony at the 
hearing, the commissioner may affirm, reverse 
or alter the original action concerning the permit. 
The commissioner shall provide the appellant 
with a written notice of his or her decision. The 
notice shall state that the person may appeal the 
decision under sub. 13 and shall specify how 
such appeal may be made. 

h. Lead Hazard Reduction Project 
Violations.  The following practices shall be 
considered violations of this subchapter and may 
result in the issuance of a citation for each 
violation: 

h-1. Conducting lead hazard reduction 
projects without a permit, before the effective 
date of the permit or after the expiration date of 
the permit. 

h-2. Conducting lead hazard reduction 
projects with an employee or worker who has not 
been certified under Wis. Adm. Code ch. DHS 
163, except as authorized in subd. a-2. 

h-3. Conducting lead hazard reduction 
projects without having a lead supervisor 
certified by the state of Wisconsin on the lead 
hazard reduction site when reduction activities 
are in progress. 

h-4. Failure to meet performance date 
criteria set forth on lead hazard reduction 
permits. 

h-5. Failure to meet specifications of the 
standard treatments or equally protective 
treatments as mutually agreed upon between the 
owner and the department. 

h-6. Failure to secure the lead hazard 
reduction site or post warning signs at all 
entrances or exits to the lead hazard reduction 
area. 

h-7. Failure to provide department 
approved interior or exterior containment prior to 
or during lead hazard reduction projects. 

h-8. Failure to properly decontaminate 
the areas undergoing lead hazard reduction by 
using a HEPA vacuum, washing with a general 
purpose detergent and rinsing with clear water. 

h-9. Removal, containment, storage, 
transport or disposal of lead containing materials 
in an unsafe manner. 

h-10. Subcontracting for an activity related 
to a lead hazard reduction project prior to final 
visual examination, clearance dust sampling and 
approval by the department. 

h-11. Failure to be in compliance with all 
applicable local, state and federal laws and 
regulations, including Wis. Adm. Code chs. DHS 
163 and NR 600 to 685, and federal resource 
conservation recovery act, environmental 
protection agency and occupational safety and 
health agency regulations. 

6. HAZARD REDUCTION REGULA- 
TIONS.  a.  Signs to be Posted.  Prior to the 
reduction of lead from any area in a dwelling, 
dwelling unit, supplemental location or premises, 
caution signs measuring 20 inches by 14 inches, 
issued by the department at the time the permit 
is obtained, shall be posted at all entrances and 
exits. 

a-1. The signs shall read:  
 
DANGER - LEAD PAINT DUST HAZARD. 
 

a-2. Signs shall be posted at least one 
day prior to the commencement of the reduction 
activities, and remain in place for the duration of 
the project, unless otherwise authorized by the 
commissioner. 

b. Notice to Occupants.  The 
permittee shall provide written and oral 
notification of planned lead hazard reduction 
activities to occupants of a dwelling, dwelling 
unit, supplemental structure or premises. 

c. Compliance with Other Laws.  All 
lead hazard reduction activities shall be 
performed in compliance with all applicable local, 
state and federal laws and regulations, including 
Wis. Adm. Code chs. DHS 163 and NR 600 to 
685, as amended, and federal resource 
conservation recovery act, environmental 
protection agency and occupational safety and 
health agency regulations, as amended. 
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d. Site Inspection.  The commissioner 
may inspect and sample any dwelling, dwelling 
unit, supplemental location or premises at any 
time during the reduction process to insure 
compliance with reduction standards.  
Evaluation procedures including, but not limited 
to, visual examination, wipe sampling, soil 
testing, air sampling and x-ray fluorescence 
analysis may be used. 

7. INTERIOR SITE PREPARATION. 
a. Furnishings shall be removed from 

each room or area as it is prepared for reduction 
or covered with plastic at least 6 mils thick and 
sealed with tape.  All furnishings remaining in 
the reduction area shall be HEPA vacuumed 
prior to unit reoccupancy. 

b. All heating, ventilating, air 
conditioning openings and entrances to a 
reduction site, with the exception of the entrance 
used by workers, shall be sealed with plastic at 
least 6 mils thick and taped to prevent 
contamination by lead dust or particles. The 
entrance used by workers shall have 2 layers of 
6 mils thick plastic attached at the top edges of 
the doorway and at opposite sides to form a 
z-door.  

c. Where lead hazard reduction activity 
is in process, interior floors shall be covered with 
2 layers of 6 mil plastic.  However, the use of 6 
mil plastic as an engineering control may vary 
according to projects and its application and 
placement is subject to department approval 
prior to and during the course of a lead based 
reduction project. 

8. INTERIOR LEAD HAZARD 
REDUCTION STANDARDS.  a. Initial Cleaning. 
 Interior areas, including all interior surfaces, 
woodwork, wood trim, walls, ceilings, windows 
and floors and all exterior window sills and wells, 
identified as being in violation of sub. 1 shall be 
thoroughly cleaned with a HEPA vacuum and 
washed with a general purpose detergent within 
5 calendar days of receipt of notice from the 
commissioner. 

b. 5-Day Hazard Control.  All surfaces 
in violation of sub. 1 which have had a 
preventive cleaning as provided in par. a and 
which are accessible to children, must be taped 
or covered until additional procedures to control 
the lead hazards have been concluded. 

c. Permissible Methods.  Permissible 
methods for the removal of lead-based coatings 
from all surfaces shall include the use of any of 

the following:  wet scraping, a heat gun (less 
than 1,100° F), chemical strippers which do not 
contain methylene chloride and HEPA vacuum 
assisted electric planers.  The affected areas 
can then be covered with non-lead based primer 
and paint, encapsulant or enclosure material 
such as vinyl or aluminum, to include caulking 
seams and edges and anchoring with 
mechanical fasteners.  

d. Prohibited Methods.  The removal 
of lead-based coatings by sanding, sandblasting, 
pressure washing, grinding, the use of an open 
flame torch, or strippers containing methylene 
chloride, vacuuming with non-HEPA-equipped 
household or shop vacuums, dry sweeping in 
areas that are not properly contained and 
sealed, or any method that allows leaded dust to 
become airborne, is prohibited.  The 
department may approve exceptions to these 
prohibitions, contingent upon the existence of 
adequate engineering controls to eliminate lead 
exposure to occupants or workers. 

e. Treatment of Surfaces of Dwelling 
Unit Interior Structures.   

e-1. Dwelling unit interior structures must 
first be maintained or corrected to structurally 
sound and sanitary condition in accordance with 
the standards provided in ss. 275-33 and 34.  
All interior surfaces that are identified as lead 
based nuisances shall be treated with methods 
in accordance with par. c and shall be repaired 
to have structurally sound and smooth surfaces.  
Those surfaces must be HEPA vacuumed, 
washed with a general purpose detergent and 
then coated, covered or enclosed with a 
non-lead-based coating, encapsulant or material 
approved by the commissioner pursuant to 
department orders. 

e-2. Floors having deteriorated 
lead-based surfaces shall be covered with vinyl 
tile, vinyl sheet goods, linoleum flooring or other 
approved materials. Chemical stripping of a floor 
shall be permissible. 

e-2-a. Varnish or other approved sealants 
may also be used on floors having deteriorated 
lead-based surfaces, provided the floors are 
carpeted or covered in a manner approved of by 
the commissioner after they are sealed. 

e-2-b. Wood floors having deteriorated 
lead-based surfaces from a varnish, stain, 
urethane or shellac finish may be treated with a 
sealant approved by the commissioner. 
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e-3. The lead-based surfaces of exterior 
window sills or wells (troughs) shall have all the 
lead-based surfaces removed to bare wood and 
then be stabilized with a non-lead-based primer 
and paint or be replaced with wood not covered 
with a lead-based surface or be enclosed with 
vinyl or metal.  Any exterior window sill surfaces 
treated for lead hazard reduction shall be 
smooth and cleanable. 

e-4. The lead-based surfaces of sash 
tracks of double hung windows shall either have 
all lead-based surfaces removed to bare wood 
and then be stabilized with a non-lead-based 
primer and paint or coating, or shall have single 
or double sash track liners installed with 
remaining exposed lead-based surfaces 
removed to bare wood and then stabilized with a 
non-lead-based primer and paint or coating. This 
requirement does not apply to non-deteriorated 
exposed exterior sash tracks that are not subject 
to friction and are protected from weathering. 

e-5. The lower sashes of double hung 
windows which have deteriorated lead-based 
surfaces shall have all the lead-based surfaces 
removed to bare wood and then stabilized with a 
non-lead-based primer and paint or coating. 

e-6. The upper sashes of double hung 
windows which have deteriorated lead-based 
surfaces of 20% or more of their coated surface 
area shall have all the lead-based surfaces 
removed to bare wood and then be stabilized 
with a non-lead-based primer and paint or 
coating.  Upper sashes which have deteriorated 
lead-based surfaces of less than 20% of their 
coated surface area shall have all lead-based 
surfaces and glazing removed from deteriorated 
areas and then be stabilized with a new glazing 
material, non-lead-based primer and paint or 
coating. 

e-7. All other window component 
surfaces which have deteriorated lead-based 
surfaces shall have all deteriorated lead-based 
surfaces removed and then be stabilized with a 
non-lead-based primer and paint or coating.  
Any window component surfaces receiving lead 
hazard reduction shall be smooth and cleanable. 

e-8. Lead based surfaces that are free of 
deterioration except for chalking may be washed 
and repainted with a non-lead based paint or 
coating. This does not apply to floors, exterior 
window sills, wells, troughs and double-hung 
window sash tracks. 

e-9. Storm windows covering windows 
that have received lead hazard reduction shall 
be repaired to a weatherproof and waterproof 
condition with glass intact.  All wooden storm 
windows with deteriorated lead-based surfaces 
shall have the deteriorated lead-based surfaces 
removed and shall be stabilized with a 
non-lead-based primer and paint or coating. 

e-10. Complete window units or individual 
window components such as sashes may also 
be replaced with materials free of lead-based 
surfaces. A window trough insert may be used 
where an operational, intact and complete 
combination storm/screen window is present and 
a window trough lead hazard has been identified 
by the department. After replacement, any 
remaining exposed window surfaces must meet 
the requirements specified in subds. 3 to 8. 

f. Final Cleaning.  After the entire 
lead hazard reduction process has been 
completed, a final HEPA vacuum, wash with a 
general purpose detergent and rinse with clear 
water of all interior surfaces in the dwelling unit 
or supplemental location must be done. 

g. Removal of Waste.  At the end of 
the work day, all waste resulting from the lead 
hazard reduction process shall either be 
collected, contained or stored in a secure area, 
or shall be collected, contained and removed 
from the reduction site and be disposed of as 
provided in sub. 11. 

9. EXTERIOR SITE PREPARATION.   
a. Exterior lead hazard reduction work 

shall be performed in a manner that will prevent 
leaded waste from coming into contact with the 
ground or from entering the interior of the 
dwelling, dwelling unit, supplemental location or 
premises.  

b. All windows and doors of the 
dwelling, dwelling unit or supplemental location 
shall be kept closed while lead hazard reduction 
is being conducted.  

c. Six mil plastic to collect reduction 
waste shall be attached to and extend at least 6 
feet from the foundation and at the base of the 
structure being worked on and in all cases 
adequate to contain any falling debris. 

d. At the end of the work day, all waste 
resulting from the lead hazard reduction process 
shall either be collected, contained or stored in a 
secured area, or shall be collected, contained 
and removed from the work site and be disposed 
of as provided in sub. 11. 
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10. EXTERIOR LEAD HAZARD 
REDUCTION STANDARDS. 

a. Treatment of Surfaces of Dwelling 
Exterior Structures.  a-1. Dwelling exterior 
structures first must be maintained or corrected 
to a structurally sound, weatherproof and 
watertight condition in accordance with the 
standards provided in ss. 275-32 and 34. 

a-2. Exterior surfaces that are identified 
as lead-based nuisances shall have the 
deteriorated lead-based surfaces removed in 
accordance with sub. 7-c and shall be repaired 
to be structurally sound, weatherproof, watertight 
and smooth surfaces.  Exterior surfaces shall 
then be coated with non-lead-based primer and 
paint, aluminum, vinyl or steel siding or a 
covering approved by the commissioner 
pursuant to department orders. 

a-3. When lead hazards have been 
identified on any portion of the exterior sill of an 
operational, intact and complete combination 
storm/screen window, the sill and window casing 
on the outside of the combination storm/screen 
portion of the window shall be identified and 
treated as an exterior lead hazard. 

b. Treatment of Contaminated Soil.  In 
the event of contamination of soil with lead 
particles, the commissioner may order that the 
soil be removed to a depth of 3 inches and be 
replaced with uncontaminated soil or be covered 
pursuant to department orders. Any 
contaminated soil shall be disposed of as 
provided in sub. 11. 

11. CLEARANCE STANDARD. 
a. Dust-Wipe Sampling.  
a-1. Dust-wipe sampling and analysis 

shall be performed by the department. 
a-2. Clearance dust-wipe levels must be 

less than  the lead in dust standards established 
by the U.S. department of housing and urban 
development under the authority of the housing 
and community development act of 1992, 
section 403, and found at 60 Fed. Reg. 47,247 
(1995), (to be codified). 

a-3. The department shall conduct dust 
wipe sampling as promptly as possible after the 
department has been notified that lead hazard 
reduction activities have been completed, and 
shall make every reasonable attempt to conduct 
sampling within 5 working days. 

b. Final Visual Examination. 
Inspection shall be conducted by the department 
to determine full compliance with inspection 
orders prior to clearance dust sampling. 

12. DISPOSAL OF LEAD HAZARD 
ABATEMENT WASTE.  Waste generated from 
lead hazard reduction shall be disposed of in a 
manner that will not endanger the health or 
well-being of the occupants, neighbors or 
community and shall be in compliance with all 
applicable local, state and federal laws and 
regulations, including Wis. Adm. Code ch. DHS 
163 and chs. NR 600 to 685, as amended, and 
federal resource conservation recovery act, 
environmental protection agency and 
occupational safety and health agency 
regulations, as amended. At no time shall leaded 
dust be allowed to become airborne during 
disposal. 

13. APPROVED MATERIALS, 
PRODUCTS AND WORK METHODS. The 
commissioner shall prepare and make available 
without charge to the public a descriptive list of 
the following specific materials, products and 
work methods: 

a. Material approved by the 
commissioner for coating, covering or enclosing 
interior surfaces that are identified as lead based 
nuisances, as referenced in sub. 7-e-1. 

b. Other materials approved for 
covering floors having deteriorated lead-based 
surfaces, as referenced in sub. 7-e-2-0. 

c. Other sealants approved for use on 
floors having deteriorated lead-based surfaces, 
as referenced in sub. 7-e-2-a. 

d. Manner approved by the 
commissioner for covering floors having 
deteriorated lead-based surfaces on which 
varnish or other approved sealants have been 
used, as referenced in sub. 7-e-2-a. 

e. Sealant approved by the 
commissioner for treating wood floors having 
deteriorated lead-based surfaces from  a 
varnish, stain, urethane or shellac finish, as 
referenced in sub. 7-e-2-b. 

f. Covering approved by the 
commissioner for coating exterior surfaces that  
are lead-based nuisances, as referenced in 
sub. 9-a-2. 

14. APPEALS TO ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH BOARD. a. A person who seeks to 
appeal an order or other action of the 
department or the commissioner shall file a 
written appeal with the environmental health 
board within 5 working days after the person has 
received written notice of the order or action 
being appealed. The appeal shall state with 
specificity the reason that the appellant believes 
the order or action was taken in error. 
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b. Upon receipt of a written appeal, the 
board shall within 10 days notify the appellant of 
the date, time and place of the hearing. 

c. The board shall serve the appellant 
with written notice of the hearing. The notice 
shall be served so that the appellant has at least 
5 working days' notice of the hearing. The 
hearing notice shall contain: 

c-1. The date, time and place of the 
hearing. 

c-2. A statement that an opportunity will 
be given to the appellant to challenge the order 
or action, present witnesses under oath and to 
confront and cross-examine opposing witnesses 
under oath.   

c-3. A statement that the appellant may 
be represented by an attorney of the appellant's 
choice at the appellant's expense, if the 
appellant so wishes. 

d. At the hearing, the board chair shall 
open the meeting by stating that a notice was 
sent and read the notice into the record unless 
the appellant admits notice. The chair shall 
advise the appellant that the appellant has an 
option to proceed with a due process hearing, 
represented by counsel, with all testimony both 
direct and cross-examination under oath, or that 
the appellant may simply make a statement to 
the board.   

e. A due process hearing shall be 
conducted in the following manner: 

e-1. All witnesses will be sworn in.   
e-2. The department or commissioner 

shall proceed first. 
e-3. The appellant shall be permitted an 

opportunity to cross-examine. 
e-4. After the conclusion of the evidence 

of the department or commissioner, the 
appellant shall be permitted to present the 
appellant's own witnesses, subject to 
cross-examination. 

e-5. Board members may ask questions 
of witnesses. 

e-6. Both the department or 
commissioner and the appellant shall be 
permitted a brief summary statement. 

e-7. The board, in its discretion, may 
allow the filing of written briefs. 

f. The recommendations of the board 
regarding the appellant must be based on 
evidence presented at the hearing. 

g. The board may affirm, reverse or 
modify the original order or action of the 
department or commissioner. The board may 
make a decision immediately following the 
hearing or at a later date. The board shall 
provide its decision in writing to the 
commissioner and the appellant. 
 15. PAYMENT TERMS. The special 
assessment for lead abatement, levied on the 
property under sub. 3-d, shall be paid under the 
following terms and conditions: 
 a. Upon receipt of an invoice, the 
owner may pay the invoice, without interest, by 
remitting payment to the city treasurer within 45 
days of the date of the invoice.  In the event 
such invoices are not paid in full within the 
specified time, they shall be placed upon the tax 
roll under the following terms and conditions and 
in the following manner: 
 a-1. If the total amount of the principal of 
the invoice remaining unpaid equals or exceeds 
$125, it shall be spread equally over the first 
available and next succeeding 9 tax rolls. 
 a-2. If the total amount of the principal of 
the invoice remaining unpaid is less than $125, 
the amount shall be placed on the first available 
tax roll. 
 a-3. In addition to the principal 
remaining, interest shall be added commencing 
after the billing date of the invoice. A 45-day 
grace period for payment shall be granted from 
the date of billing, and if not paid within the 
period, interest shall be charged on a restorative 
basis to the date of the billing.  The interest rate 
charged shall be set annually as of the last 
business day in June as an approximation of the 
prime rate plus 1%. For the purpose of this 
subdivision, the prime rate shall be defined as 
the Wall Street Journal prime rate published in 
the Wall Street Journal. The monthly rate of 
interest shall be computed by dividing the 
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average prime rate plus 1% by 12 rounded to the 
nearest 100th of one percent. The comptroller 
shall review the interest rate annually and shall 
notify the health department of the interest rate. 
The interest rate shall become effective as of the 
public hearing date in September at which 
annual assessment rate changes are submitted 
to the appropriate committee of the common 
council as provided in s. 115-43. The interest 
rate in effect at the time the special assessment 
is levied shall be fixed for the 6-year duration of 
the installment payments. 
 a-4. After being placed on the tax roll in 
annual installments or otherwise, the amounts of 
special assessments shall be paid within the 
time allowed for the payment of general property 
taxes. If the property owner fails to pay a special 
assessment within the time allowed for payment, 
it shall become delinquent and shall be treated in 
the same manner and subject to the same laws 
as a delinquent general property tax. 
 
66-29. Penalty. 1. Any person who violates any 
provision of s. 66-22 or who fails to obey an 
order of the commissioner to conform to those 
provisions shall be liable upon conviction to a 
Class J penalty as provided in s. 61-16. 

2. If a person continues in violation of 
an order, the person shall be liable for further 
prosecution, conviction and punishment upon 
the same order without the necessity of the 
commissioner issuing a new order.   

3. Non-compliance of orders issued 
under s. 66-22-3-c-2, may result in the issuance 
of citations, as provided in s. 50-25. 
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SUBCHAPTER 3 
COAL TAR SEALANT AND OTHER HIGH PAH 

PAVEMENT SEALANT PRODUCTS  
USE AND SALE PROHIBITED 

 
66-30.  Definitions.  In this subchapter: 
 1. COAL TAR SEALANT PRODUCT 
means a material that contains coal tar, coal tar 
pitch, coal tar pitch volatiles, or any variation, 
and is for use on an asphalt or concrete surface, 
including a driveway, playground, or parking 
area. 
 2. HIGH PAH SEALANT PRODUCT 
means any pavement sealant product that 
contains greater than 1% polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) by weight, including, but 
not limited to, coal tar, coal tar pitch, coal tar 
pitch volatiles, tar, fuel oil, petroleum, or asphalt. 
 3. COMMISSIONER means the 
commissioner of the department of public works 
or a designated representative.  
 4. DEPARTMENT means the 
department of public works. 
 
66-31. Regulations. 1. USE. a. No person shall: 
 a-1. Apply any coal tar sealant product or 
high PAH sealant product on any public or 
private property within the city. 
 a-2.  Allow a coal tar sealant product or 
high PAH sealant product to be applied upon 
property that is under that person’s ownership or 
control. 
 a-3.  Contract with any commercial 
applicator, residential or commercial developer, 
or any other person for the application of any 
coal tar sealant product or high PAH sealant 
product to any driveway, parking lot, or other 
surface within the city. 
 b. No commercial applicator, 
residential or commercial developer, or other 
similar individual or organization shall direct any 
employee, independent contractor, volunteer, or 
other person to apply any coal tar sealant 
product or high PAH sealant product to any 
driveway, parking lot, or other surface within the 
city. 
 2. SALE. No person shall sell, offer to 
sell, or display for sale any coal tar sealant 
product or high PAH sealant product within the 
city. 

 3. SPECIAL SIGNAGE. Any person 
who sells pavement sealcoat products shall 
prominently display, in the area where such 
pavement sealcoat products are sold, a notice 
that contains the following language: “The 
application of coal tar sealcoat products and high 
PAH sealant products on driveways, parking lots, 
playgrounds, and all other paved surfaces in the 
City of Milwaukee is prohibited by section 66-31 
of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances. Coal tar 
is a significant source of polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), a group of organic 
chemicals that can be carried by storm water 
and other runoff into the City of Milwaukee’s 
lakes and streams. PAHs are an environmental 
concern because they are toxic to aquatic life.” 
 
66-32. Exemptions.  The commissioner may 
exempt a person from the requirements of 
s. 66-31 if a request for exemption is made to 
the commissioner in writing, including an 
explanation of why the exemption is needed for 
research or the development of an alternative 
technology, and if the commissioner determines 
that one or both of the following apply:  
 1. The person is conducting research 
concerning the effects of a coal tar sealant 
product or high PAH 
sealant product on the environment. 
 2. The person is developing an 
alternative technology and the use of a coal tar 
sealant product or high PAH sealant product is 
required for research or development. 
 
66-33. Enforcement; Penalty.  
 1. ENFORCEMENT. The commis- 
sioner shall enforce this subchapter. 
 2.  PENALTY. Any person who violates 
this subchapter or fails to obey an order of the 
commissioner to conform to this subchapter 
shall be liable upon conviction for a Class Q 
penalty under s. 61-23.  Each and every act of 
violation, disobedience, omission, neglect, or 
refusal shall constitute a separate offense. 
 3. CTATIONS. Citations may be issued 
for all violations of this subchapter with or without 
prior order or notice. The stipulation, forfeiture, 
and court procedure set forth in s. 50-25 shall 
apply. 
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 

CHAPTER 66 
Abbreviations: 
am = amended ra = renumbered and amended rn = renumbered 
cr = created rc = repealed and recreated rp = repealed 
 
Section Action File  Passed  Effective 
 
Ch. 66 cr 872155 3/29/88 4/16/88 
66-10 cr 870856 9/1/88 9/24/88 
66-10 rc 931853 7/29/94 8/17/94 
66-10-2.5 cr 901740 3/26/91 4/12/91 
66-10-3 am 031736 5/25/2004 6/12/2004 
66-10-4 am 031736 5/25/2004 6/12/2004 
66-10-6 rc 980963 12/18/98 1/1/99 
66-10-7 rc 980963 12/18/98 1/1/99 
66-12 cr 870856 9/1/88 9/24/88 
66-12-2 rc 931853 7/29/94 8/17/94 
66-12-5 rc 901740 3/26/91 4/12/91 
66-12-5-a am 980963 12/18/98 1/1/99 
66-12-5-b rc 881734 5/16/89 6/3/89 
66-12-5-b am 980963 12/18/98 1/1/99 
66-12-5-f rc 031736 5/25/2004 6/12/2004 
66-12-5-f-8 rc 931853 7/29/94 8/17/94 
66-12-5-g cr 951547 5/14/96 6/1/96 
66-12-5-g-1-d am 031736 5/25/2004 6/12/2004 
66-12-5-g-1-d am 081724 5/5/2009 5/22/2009 
66-12-5.5 cr 980532 7/24/98 8/12/98 
66-12-6 rc 931853 7/29/94 8/17/94 
66-12-7 rc 931853 7/29/94 8/17/94 
66-12-7-d am 881930 3/7/89 3/25/89 
66-12-8 rc 931853 7/29/94 8/17/94 
66-12-9-0 am 981497 3/2/99 3/19/99 
66-12-9 rn 881734 5/16/89 6/3/89 
66-12-9 cr 881734 5/16/89 6/3/89 
66-12-9 rc 931853 7/29/94 8/17/94 
66-12-9-b am 031736 5/25/2004 6/12/2004 
66-12-9-L cr 980532 7/24/98 8/12/98 
66-12-9-m cr 031736 5/25/2004 6/12/2004 
66-12-10 rc 931853 7/29/94 8/17/94 
66-12-10 rc 031736 5/25/2004 6/12/2004 
66-12-11 cr 931853 7/29/94 8/17/94 
66-12-11 am 980963 12/18/98 1/1/99 
66-12-12 cr 931853 7/29/94 8/17/94 
66-19 cr 870856 9/1/88 9/24/88 
66-19-1 am 931853 7/29/94 8/17/94 
66-19-2 am 881930 3/7/89 3/25/89 
66-20 rc 901495 6/4/91 6/21/91 
66-20 rc 980841 10/30/98 11/18/98 
66-20-10 am 940400 6/28/94 7/16/94 
66-20-19 cr 940400 6/28/94 7/16/94 
66-21 cr 980841 10/30/98 11/18/98 
66-21-15 am 101063 1/19/2011 2/5/2011 
66-22 rc 901495 6/4/91 6/21/91 
66-22 rc 980841 10/30/98 11/18/98 
66-22-3 rn to 66-22-4 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019
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66-22-3 cr 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-3-b am 001458 2/27/2001 3/16/2001 
66-22-3-d-0 am 101063 1/19/2011 2/5/2011 
66-22-3-d-0 am 151472 2/9/2016  2/26/2016 
66-22-3-d-1 rp 151472 2/9/2016  2/26/2016 
66-22-3-d-2 rp 151472 2/9/2016  2/26/2016 
66-22-4 rn to 66-22-5 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-4-b-1 am 081724 5/5/2009  5/22/2009 
66-22-4-b-2 am 940400 6/28/94  7/16/94 
66-22-4-h-2 am 081724 5/5/2009  5/22/2009 
66-22-4-h-11 am 081724 5/5/2009  5/22/2009 
66-22-5 rn to 66-22-6 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-5-c am 081724 5/5/2009  5/22/2009 
66-22-6 rn to 66-22-7 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-7 rn to 66-22-8 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-7-a am 940400 6/28/94  7/16/94 
66-22-7-e-1 am 940400 6/28/94  7/16/94 
66-22-8 rn to 66-22-9 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-8-c am 940400 6/28/94  7/16/94 
66-22-9 rn to 66-22-10 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-9-a am 940400 6/28/94  7/16/94 
66-22-9-c cr 940400 6/28/94  7/16/94 
66-22-10 rn to 66-22-11 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-11 am 081724 5/5/2009  5/22/2009 
66-22-11 rn to 66-22-12 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-12 rn to 66-22-13 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-13 rn to 66-22-14 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-13-b rc 991588 2/8/2000  2/25/2000 
66-22-14 cr 151472 2/9/2016  2/26/2016 
66-22-14 rn to 66-22-15 181759 7/9/2019 7/26/2019 
66-22-14-a-1 am 160996 12/13/2016  1/5/2017 
66-29 rc 901495 6/4/91  6/21/91 
66-29-6 am 881930 3/7/89  3/25/89 
66-30 cr 161306 2/7/2017  2/24/2017 
66-31 cr 161306 2/7/2017  2/24/2017 
66-32 cr 161306 2/7/2017  2/24/2017 
66-33 cr 161306 2/7/2017  2/24/2017 
66-41* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-43* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-45* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-47* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-47-5-g* rc 990592 7/29/99  8/17/99 
66-48* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-49* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-51* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-52* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-52-2-a* rc 990592 7/29/99  8/17/99 
66-53* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-55* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-57* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-58* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-59* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-61* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-61-3* rc 991588 2/8/2000  2/25/2000 
66-63* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-65* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99
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66-67* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-69* cr 971298 3/2/99 5/1/996 
66-71* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-71-2* am 001458 2/27/2001  3/16/2001 
66-71-4-i* am 001458 2/27/2001  3/16/2001 
66-73* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-74* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
66-75* cr 971298 3/2/99  5/1/99 
 
 
 
 

*Note: 66-41 to 66-75 became null and void after 5/1/2002 (“sunset” provision) per the 
provisions of file #971298. 
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 CHAPTER 81 
 LICENSE AND PERMIT FEES 
 
 Table 
 
81-01 Definition 
81-1 General Provisions 
81-1.5 Administrative Review Appeals 

 Board 
81-2 Alarm Licenses 
81-2.5 Alarm Service 
81-4 Amusement Machine  

 Distributor License 
81-6 Service Charges for Appraisal 

 and Inspection 
81-9.5 Bed and Breakfast Establishment 

 Permit 
81-10 Bicycle License 
81-10.5 Bicycle Locker Fees 
81-11 Bicycle Parking Facility Permit 
81-11.5 Bicycle Redemption Fee 
81-12 Bill Posting License 
81-12.5 Boating Permits 
81-14 Building Mover License 
81-15 Building Mover Permits 
81-15.5 Bulky Waste Collection Charge 
81-16 Campground and Camping  
   Resort Fees 
81-17.5 Catch Basin/Storm Inlet  
   Equity Fee 
81-17.7 Center for the Visual and 

 Performing Arts 
81-19 Certified Survey Map Filing Fee 
81-19.2 Change of Circumstances 
81-19.5 Checks; Bad Check Charges 
81-21 Cigarette and Tobacco License 
81-21.5 “Class A” Cider License 
81-22 Class "A" Fermented Malt 

 Beverage Retailer's License 
 (Package Store) 

81-23 Class "A" Retailer's Intoxicating 
 Liquor License 

81-24 Class "B" Fermented Malt 
 Beverage Retailer's License 

81-25 Class "B" Manager's License 
81-26 Class "B" Retailer's Intoxicating 

 Liquor License 
81-27 Class "B" Retailer's Service Bar 

 License 
81-28 Special Class "B" License 
81-30.5 Class “C” Wine Retailer’s License 
81-31 Class "D" Operator's License 
81-31.3 Class "D" Provisional Operator's 

 License 
81-31.5 Class "D" Special Temporary 
   Operator's License 

 
 
81-35.5 Code and Charter 
81-35.7 Commercial Driver License 

 Testing Fees 
81-38 Concrete Contractor 
81-38.5 Copies of Records and Record 

 Searches 
81-40.5 Demolition Permit Application 

 Processing Exemption 
81-41 Direct Seller's License 
81-42 Dock Alteration or Repair Permit 
81-43 Dock Construction Permit 
81-43.5 Dock Engineering Survey Fee 
81-43.7 Dockless Mobility Device 
   Redemption Fee 
81-44 Drainage Ditch Obstruction 

 Permit 
81-44.5 Driver Training Course 
81-44.7 Driver's License, Public Passenger 

 Vehicle 
81-45 Driveway Permit 
81-48 Election Commission Service 

 Fees: Registered Voters Report 
81-48.5 Emerging Business 

 Enterprise Certification and 
 Recertification 

81-49.5 Engineer Service Fees 
81-49.8 Escort License 
81-49.9 Escort Service License 
81-50 Excavation Permit and 

 Inspection Fees for Work in the 
 Public Right of Way 

81-50.5 Excessive Size, Weight and Load 
 Vehicle Permit 

81-51 Extended Hours Establishments 
81-51.5 Extra Garbage Cart Charge 
81-51.6   Filling Station License 
81-51.7 Fingerprinting by Police 
   Department 
81-52 Fire Department Instruction and 

 Training 
81-52.5 Fire Service 
81-52.7 Flower Pot Holders 
81-55 Food Dealer's License 
81-55.3 Food Operation – Public Health 
   Plan Review and Site Evaluation 
81-55.5 Food Operation – Exempt  
   Establishments Requiring 
   Registration 
81-56 Food Dealer’s License, Temporary 
   and Seasonal
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81-56.3 Food Peddler Permits 
81-57 Franchise 
81-59 Harbor Island Fee 
81-59.5 Historic Preservation 
   Nomination Fee 
81-60 Home Improvement Contractor's 
   or Salesperson’s License  
81-60.7 Ice Cream Peddler License 
81-61 Industrial Development Revenue 
    Bond Fees 
81-67 Laundry, Self-service Registration  
   Certificate 
81-70 Loading Zone Permit 
81-73 Lobbying License 
81-74 Massage Establishment License 
81-75 Mooring Permits 
81-76 Municipal Identification Card 
81-78 Newspaper Vending Box  
   Retrieval Fee 
81-81 Parking Lot or Place License 
81-82 Parking Meter or Parking Space 

 Marker Permanent Removal 
81-83  Parking Meter or Parking  

 Space Marker Temporary 
 Removal or Hooding 

81-85 Parking Permit: On-Street All  
 Night; Off-Street Municipal  
 Parking Lot 

81-86 Parking Permit: On-Street Daytime 
 Residential 

81-87 Parking Permit: On-Street 
 Commuter Parking, Impacted 
 Areas 

81-88 Pawnbroker's License 
81-90 Permanent Extension of 

 Alcohol Beverage Licensed 
 Premises 

81-96 Plat Filing Fee 
81-97 Plat or Map Correction Instrument 
81-99.5 Precious Metal and Gem Dealer's 

 License 
81-100   Provisional Renewal License 
81-101.2 Public Entertainment  
   Premises License 
81-101.5 Public Passenger Vehicle Permit 
81-102 Public Ways: Permits for 

 Temporary Occupancy or Use 
 as Public Ways 

81-102.1 Public Ways: Special Permits 
81-102.3 Purchasing Appeals 
81-102.4 Purchasing - Restoration to 

 Bidders Lists 

81-102.6 Recycling, Salvaging or Towing 
   Premises License 
81-102.8 Recycling, Salvaging or Towing 
   Vehicle License 
81-103.2 Salary Advances 
81-103.5 Statement of Income Duplicates 
81-104 Secondhand Dealer's License 
81-104.5 Secondhand Dealer Mall License 
81-104.6 Secondhand Motor Vehicle  

 Dealer’s License 
81-104.7 Sewer Connection 
81-105 Shooting Gallery License 
81-106.7 Sidewalk Area Dining Permit 
81-107 Signs or Decorations Attached 

 to City-owned Poles 
81-108 Sign; Directional For Churches 
81-108.2   Signs; Historic District  
   Identification 
81-108.5 Signs; Honorary Street Name 
81-109 Signs; "No Parking to Driveway" 
81-110 Signs; Official Street Renaming 
81-114 Snow Plowing Motorized 

 Equipment License 
81-114.6 Special Events - City Services 
81-115 Special Privileges; Granting of 

 Encroachments 
81-116 Street and Alley Vacation Fees 
81-116.5 Street Naming, Honorary 
81-117 Street Renaming 
81-119  Swimming and Other Water Use  
   Facility Operating Licenses 
81-121 Tattooing and Body-Piercing  
   Establishments 
81-122 Tax Bill Duplicate 
81-123 Tax Payment History and Tax 
   Payment Receipt Duplicate 
81-126.5 Temporary Change of Plan Permit 
81-128 Traffic Signal Timing Schedule 
81-129 Traffic Signs, Documentation 

 of Installation 
81-129.5 Transient Merchant License 
81-129.7 Tree Maintenance and  
   Conservation Permit   
81-131.3 Vehicle for Sale on Public 

 Property. 
81-132 Wage and Tax Statement 

 Duplicates 
81-133 Waste Collector's License, 

 Private 
81-134 Water Service 
81-135 Weighing and Measuring 
   Device Licenses 
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81-27. Class "B" Retailer's Service Bar 
License.  1. The fee for a service bar license 
shall be $600. 

2. Each license shall be valid for one 
year effective from the date the license is 
issued. 
(See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-28. Special Class "B" License.  1.  The 
fee for each special "Class B" license shall be 
$10. 
(See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-30.5. “Class C” Wine Retailer’s License. 

1. The fee for each “Class C” wine 
retailer’s license shall be $100. 

2. Each license shall be valid for one 
year effective from the date the license is 
issued. 
 (See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-31. Class "D" Operator's License. 1. a. 
The fee for each original Class "D" operator's 
license shall be $75. 

b. The fee for renewal of each license 
shall be $50. 

2. A new class "D" operator's license 
granted during an even-numbered year shall 
expire on December 31 of the following odd-
numbered year. A new Class "D" operator's 
license granted during an odd-numbered year 
shall expire on December 31 of the following 
even-numbered year. 

3. The fee for each certified copy of a 
Class “D” operator’s license shall be $5. 

4. A renewal Class "D" operator's 
license shall expire 2 years from the expiration 
date of the license being renewed. 
(See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-31.3. Class "D" Provisional Operator's 
License.  The fee for each Class "D" provisional 
operator's license shall be $15. 
(See s. 90-4.) 
 
81-31.5. Class "D" Special Temporary 
Operator's License. The fee for each Class "D" 
special temporary operator's license shall be 
$15. 
(See s. 90-4.) 
 

81-35.5. Code and Charter.  The fees 
charged for the sale of the city charter and code 
shall be: 

1. Updated master volume: 
a. Charter:  $25 plus tax. 
b. Code, Volume 1:  $45 plus tax. 
c. Code, Volume 2:  $45 plus tax. 
d. Code, Volume 3:  $25 plus tax. 
2. Amendment service: 
a. Charter:  $20 per year. 
b. Code, Volume 1:  $60 per year. 
c. Code, Volume 2:  $40 per year. 
d. Code, Volume 3:  $40 per year. 

(See s. 50-20.) 
 
81-35.7. Commercial Driver License 
Testing Fees.  1. The department of public 
works operations division, as a third-party tester 
authorized by the Wisconsin department of 
transportation in accordance with s. 343.16, Wis. 
Stats., and ch. Trans 115, Wis. Adm. Code, to 
conduct a commercial driver license skill testing 
program, shall collect fees for classroom training 
sessions, pre-trip inspections and road skills 
tests, as well as for any incidental rental of 
vehicles used in conjunction with the testing 
program. 

2. The fees for classroom training 
sessions and for the rental of "class A," "class B" 
and "class C" vehicles shall be as determined by 
the operations division. 

3. In accordance with s. Trans 115.04, 
Wis. Adm. Code, the fee for a pre-trip inspection 
and a road skills test shall not exceed the 
maximum fee specified by the Wisconsin 
department of transportation. 

4. All fees relating to commercial driver 
license testing, including vehicle rental fees, 
shall be paid by the commercial license 
applicant prior to administration of a test. 

5. Payment of fees relating to 
commercial driver license testing shall be made 
by check or money order. Cash or credit card 
payments shall not be accepted. 
 
81-38. Concrete Contractor. 1. Each 
concrete contractor license for work in a public 
way shall be issued for the calendar year. 

2. The fee for each license shall be 
$81. 

3. There shall be a processing fee of $6 
for each license issued. 
(See s. 115-26.) 
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81-38.5. Copies of Records and Record 
Searches. 1. Each department shall impose a 
fee upon the requestor of a copy of a record 
which may not exceed the actual, necessary and 
direct cost of reproduction and transcription of 
the record, unless a fee is otherwise specifically 
established or authorized to be established by 
law. 

2. The fee imposed by all departments 
for black and white photocopies of paper records 
not exceeding 8.5 inches by 14 inches in size 
shall be 25 cents per page or 50 cents per 
double-sided copy. 

3. Each department shall impose a fee 
upon the requestor of a copy of a photographic 
record for the actual, necessary and direct cost 
of photographing and photographic processing. 

4. Except as otherwise provided by law, 
each department shall impose a fee upon a 
requestor for locating a record, not exceeding 
the actual, necessary and direct cost of location, 
if the cost is $50 or more. 

5. Each department shall impose a fee 
upon a requestor for the actual, necessary and 
direct cost of mailing or shipping of any copy or 
photograph of a record. 

6. Additional charges shall be added as 
required to cover the costs of complying with the 
request. 

7. A department may waive or reduce 
fees under this section when in the public 
interest. 

8. A list of the fees charged under this 
section shall be posted within each department. 
 
81-40.5. Demolition Permit Application 
Processing Exemption.  The fee for application 
for exemption from demolition permit application 
processing requirements shall be $55.  
(See s. 200-26-5.) 
 
81-41. Direct Seller's License.  1. Each 
license shall be valid for one year from the date 
of issuance. 
 2. a. The fee for the original application for 
each license shall be $129, except as provided 
in par. b. 
 b.  The fee for the original application for 
each license for a nonprofit organization shall be 
$15.   
 3. a. The fee for the renewal of a license 
shall be $50, except as provided in par. b. 
 b.  There shall be no fee for the renewal 
of a license for a nonprofit organization.   
(See s. 95-1.) 
 

81-42. Dock Alteration or Repair Permit.  
The fee for every permit for the alteration or 
repair of a dock shall be $310. 
(See s. 118-7.) 
 
81-43. Dock Construction Permit.  The fee 
for each permit for the building, construction, 
erection or rebuilding of a dock shall be $615. 
(See s. 118-7.) 
 
81-43.5. Dock Engineering Survey Fee. 1. 
The basic fee for the survey of dock engineering 
shall be $155. 

2. In addition to the basic fee, a charge 
sufficient to cover costs incurred and overhead 
shall be made for each dock survey. 

3. The dock engineering survey fee shall 
be imposed in addition to the fee for a dock 
alteration or repair permit or that of a dock 
construction permit whenever such a survey is 
made. 
(See s. 118-7.) 
 
81-43.7 Dockless Mobility Device 
Redemption Fee.  The fee for redemption of a 
dockless mobility device that has been 
impounded shall be $100.  
(See s. 101-53) 
 
81-44. Drainage Ditch Obstruction 
Permit.  The fee for each drainage ditch 
obstruction permit shall be $135. 
(See s. 115-9.) 
 
81-44.5. Driver Training Course. 1. The 
registration fee for a defensive driving course 
sponsored by the police department shall be 
$30. 

2. Any city of Milwaukee employee who 
enrolls in the defensive driving course on a 
voluntary basis for attendance on the 
employee's own time shall be exempt from the 
payment of the registration fee. 

3. Any city of Milwaukee employee who 
has been convicted of traffic violations and has 
been directed by the courts to attend the 
defensive driving course shall be required to pay 
the registration fee and attend the course on his 
or her own time.   
(See ss. 312-23 and 340-23.) 
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 g. For every vehicle non- 
consensually towed for which the towing 
business receives a tow reference number, the 
towing business shall remit a fee to the city, as 
established by the commissioner of public works 
and as provided in s. Trans 319.03(3), Wis. 
Admin. Code. The commissioner may waive or 
reduce this fee if a tow truck operator releases a 
motor vehicle to the owner or authorized operator 
of the motor vehicle under the provisions of 
s. 93-47-3. 
 3. DROP FEE. a. Except for a vehicle 
issued a repossession judgment and unless 
otherwise directed by a police officer, if the owner 
or authorized operator of any motor vehicle to be 
towed is present and offers to remove the vehicle 
from the property or correct the violation before 
the vehicle is attached in any way to the tow 
truck, no fee shall be charged the vehicle owner. 
 b. If a tow truck operator has attached 
equipment for towing to the vehicle to be towed, 
but is not yet fully hooked up, as defined in 
s. 93-3-10, the vehicle shall not be towed upon 
request of the vehicle owner or authorized 
operator. The owner or authorized operator shall 
be liable for a drop fee in an amount not to 
exceed $50, in lieu of towing, provided the 
vehicle owner or authorized operator is willing 
and able to pay the drop fee and remove the 
vehicle or otherwise correct the violation. 
 c. If an owner or authorized operator 
of a motor vehicle is present before the vehicle is 
fully hooked up, the tow truck operator shall 
advise the owner or authorized operator of the 
motor vehicle that he or she may offer payment of 
the towing drop fee and shall provide the owner 
or authorized operator of the motor vehicle 5 
minutes to make payment of the towing drop fee. 
The tow truck operator shall concurrently advise 
the owner or authorized operator of the motor 
vehicle of acceptable forms of payment, as 
provided in par. d. 
 d. For purposes of this subsection, a 
towing business shall accept payment by cash, 
credit card or debit card for the drop charge, and 
shall issue the person requesting the drop a 
receipt of payment of the drop fee.  
 e. A tow truck operator shall submit to 
the city a form, or forms, approved by the 
commissioner of public works, signed by an 
owner or authorized operator of a motor vehicle 
who is present before the vehicle is fully hooked 
up for tow indicating the owner or authorized 
operator paid, or declined to pay, the drop fee 
after being advised payment of the drop fee 
would avert the tow. 
 

 f. If an owner or authorized operator 
of a motor vehicle who declines to pay a drop fee 
refuses to sign the form specified in par. e, the 
tow truck operator shall indicate the refusal on 
the form, and sign and submit the form as 
provided in par. e. 
 4. RESTRICTIONS ON ACTIONS OF 
TOW TRUCK OPERATORS. No operator of a 
tow truck shall: 
 a. Except in the case of a 
repossession, non-consensually tow any motor 
vehicle to a location outside the city. 
 b. Solicit or attempt to divert 
prospective patrons of another tow truck.  
 c. Tow a vehicle without first 
obtaining adequate identification from the owner 
or authorized operator of the vehicle or from the 
person authorizing the tow from private property. 
 d. Refuse to release or charge a fee 
to release personal property from within a towed 
vehicle to the owner or authorized operator of the 
towed vehicle during regular business hours 
upon presentation by the owner or authorized 
operator of proper identification as provided in 
s. 349.13(5)(b), Wis. Stats. 
 e. Remove any item or material from 
a towed vehicle, whether on the inside or outside 
of the vehicle. 
 f. If performing a non-consensual 
tow, charge a sum in excess of that authorized by 
s. Trans 319.03, Wis. Admin. Code. 
 g. Refuse to release a vehicle after 
the presentation of sufficient proof of ownership 
and the payment of authorized charges. 
 h. Charge the owner or authorized 
operator of any non-consensually towed motor 
vehicle any storage fee for any 24-hour period 
during which the business is not open and the 
vehicle not available for recovery for at least a 
4-hour period between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
 i. Refuse payment for towing 
services by cash or by debit, credit or charge 
card. 
 j. Store a non-consensually towed 
vehicle at any location not on file with the city, 
unless directed otherwise by the police 
department. 
 k. Subcontract any non-consensual 
towing work to any person, firm or corporation not 
licensed to perform non-consensual towing in the 
city. 
 5. OWNER’S RIGHT TO INSPECT. 
No towing business shall solicit, demand or 
receive any payment for services provided or 
waiver of the right to contest damages prior to 
allowing the owner or authorized operator of a 
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towed vehicle a reasonable opportunity to inspect 
the vehicle for damages or loss of contents. 
` 6. POSTING OF FEE SCHEDULE.  
 a. Prior to performing any tow, a tow 
truck operator shall disclose to the owner or 
authorized operator of the motor vehicle all rates 
and charges to be assessed. This rule does not 
apply to a non-consensual tow or a tow ordered 
by a law enforcement officer. 
 b. The schedule of minimum fees for 
non-consensual towing, as provided in s. Trans 
319.03, Wis. Admin. Code, shall be posted at the 
business location or locations in a conspicuous 
place near the main entrance and inside each 
vehicle owned, operated or controlled by the 
business to be used in the conduct of the towing 
business.  
 7. RECORDKEEPING. Each tow 
truck operator shall at all times maintain a current 
transport sheet approved as to type and form by 
the chief of police containing the information 
required in sub. 2-e. Transaction description 
records shall be either computer files or written 
documents approved by the chief of police, or the 
chief's designee. Written document transaction 
description records shall be legible and in ink, 
and no entry made shall be erased, obliterated or 
defaced. Written-document and computerized 
transaction description records shall be open for 
inspection by the chief of police, or the chief's 
designee, at any reasonable time. Written 
documents shall be retained and computerized 
files shall be maintained for one year. 
 8. VEHICLE STANDARDS. Every 
vehicle used in the conduct of a towing business 
shall meet all safety standards required by state 
and federal law and, as adjudged by the police 
department, be kept in good operating condition 
and appearance. Every towing business shall 
keep records of daily vehicle inspection reports 
for inspection by the police department and shall 
submit to the police department copies of annual 
inspections for all tow trucks owned, operated or 
controlled by the business to be used in the 
conduct of the towing business in the city. 
 9. MINORS. No towing business shall 
conduct any transaction with any person less 
than 18 years of age unless that person is with 
his or her parent or guardian, or the business 
obtains or has on file a written consent signed in 
a tow truck operator’s presence by the parent or 
guardian granting permission for the minor to 
transact business with the dealer. 

 10. STOLEN VEHICLES. A tow truck 
operator shall report to the police any item 
presented to a licensed towing business during 
the course of business that the tow truck operator 
has reason to believe was stolen, either by the 
person presenting the item or another party. 
 11. REGULATIONS TO BE POSTED. 
Each towing business shall post a copy of these 
regulations in a conspicuous place on its licensed 
premises.  
 12. RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
PERSONNEL. Each towing business obtaining a 
license shall be responsible for the acts of its 
employees, agents and subcontractors, and shall 
be subject to all applicable penalties if those 
employees, agents or subcontractors violate this 
section, including nonrenewal, suspension or 
revocation of its license. 
 13. APPLICABILITY. This section shall not 
apply when the motor vehicle being towed has 
originated outside the city and is either in the 
process of being delivered to a location in the city 
or is being towed through the city to be delivered 
elsewhere. 
 
93-49. Waste Tires. 1. STORAGE.  
 a.  Each waste tire shall be stored and 
secured in a manner approved by the 
commissioner of neighborhood services to 
eliminate theft and potential nuisances of litter as 
described in ss.79-11 and 79-12, rat harborage 
as described in s. 80-48, fly breeding as 
described in s. 80-31 and fire hazard as 
described in s. 214-9. 
 b. No person may store or permit the 
storage of more than 24 waste tires upon any 
premises within the city unless the premises is a 
licensed recycling, salvaging or towing premises. 
 2. DISPOSAL. No licensed recycling, 
salvaging or towing premises or vehicle may 
knowingly dispose of any waste tires other than 
to a tire disposer or tire reprocessor. 
 3. RECORDKEEPING. Each waste 
tire generator shall maintain for 3 years all 
records and receipts relating to waste tires 
handled by the business. The record for each 
transaction shall include: 
 a. For a waste tire generator, the 
number of waste tires generated, the name of the 
waste tire transporter, the date of pickup and the 
transporter's recycling, salvaging or towing 
license number. 



Recycling, Salvaging and Towing Regulations 93-49-4 
 

 
 -425- 7/9/2019 

 b. For a waste tire transporter, the 
date of pickup, number of waste tires, name and 
address of the waste tire generator, the name 
and address of the waste tire disposer or 
reprocessor, and the date of delivery of the waste 
tires to the waste tire disposer or reprocessor. 
 4. REPORTING. Each waste tire 
transporter shall submit to the city clerk a 
semi-annual report of waste tire collections. The 
city clerk shall determine the type of information 
required in the report and shall specify the date 
by which each semi-annual report shall be 
submitted. 
 5. NUISANCE ABATEMENT. a. Any 
violation of this section or disposal of waste tires 
in violation of ss. 79-9 to 79-12 may be ordered 
corrected by the police department or the 
department of neighborhood services. If the 
property owner or licensee fails to comply with 
the order to correct the conditions which are in 
violation, the city may correct the conditions. The 
property owner or licensee, or both, shall be 
personally liable for any expenses to the city for 
correcting the conditions of the violation, except 
for a licensee described in par. b. 
 b. A waste tire transporter or waste 
tire generator whose tires have been disposed of 
in violation of this section or ss. 79-9 to 79-12 
shall not be personally liable under par. a if the 
transporter or generator did not know in advance 
about, participate in, or otherwise assist the 
illegal disposal and if the transporter or generator 
is properly licensed and otherwise in compliance 
with this section.  
 6. EXCEPTIONS.  A recycling, 
salvaging or towing license shall be required for 
each premises and each vehicle dealing in waste 
tires, except that the licensing requirements of 
this chapter shall not apply to the following: 
 a. Any vehicle containing 5 or fewer 
waste tires unless the transporter is hauling 
waste tires for a waste tire generator. 
 b. Any vehicle which originates 
outside of the city and is designated for transport 
outside of the city, provided that no waste tires 
are loaded or unloaded within the city. 
 c. A fleet owner that takes its vehicles 
to an outside tire vendor’s facility for service, 
provided the facility is within the city of 
Milwaukee. In this situation, the tire vendor shall 
be considered the waste tire generator. 
 7. PENALTY. Any person violating 
this section shall be subject to the penalty 
provided in s. 93-7-3. 
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101-37 Implied Consent 
101-40 Transfer of Title 
101-41 Permitting Unauthorized  

 Person to Drive 
101-41.5 Driving After License 

 Revocation or Suspension 
101-42 Miscellaneous Highway  

 Provisions 
101-43 Traffic Signs, Defacement or 

 Removal 
101-44 Bus Stop Locations and 

 Regulations 
101-50 Fees for Special Parking  

 Signs, Meters, etc. 
101-51 Use of Low-speed 

 Vehicles on City Streets 
101-53 Dockless Mobility Systems 
101-55 Streetcar Mass Transit Way 
 
101-1. Title and Adoption of State Laws.  
 1. TITLE. Chapter 101 shall be known 
and may be referred to and cited as The 
Milwaukee Traffic Code. 

2. ADOPTION OF STATE LAWS. 
The city of Milwaukee adopts s. 23.33 and chs. 
340, 341, 342, 343, subch. 6 of ch. 344, 345, 346, 
347, 348, 349, 941.01 and 941.03, Wis. Stats., 
and all subsequent amendments thereto defining 
and describing regulations with respect to 
vehicles and pedestrians and traffic for which the 
penalty is a forfeiture only, including but not 
limited to provisions for stipulation, conditions of 
deposit or bail, penalties unless another provision 
for such penalties, provisions for stipulation, 
conditions of deposit or bail is provided in this 
chapter.  
 
101-2. Display of Registration Plates. 1. CITY 
ADOPTS STATE RULE. The city of Milwaukee 
adopts s. 341.15, Wis. Stats., 1969, and all 
subsequent amendments thereto. 

2. PENALTY. Upon conviction of a 
violation of s. 341.15, Wis. Stats., 1969, so 
adopted, the court shall enter a judgment of 
forfeiture against the violator, payable to the city, 
within the range of forfeitures provided by statute 
for violation of such section in addition to taxable 
costs and, in default of payment thereof, order 
confinement in the county jail or house of 
correction until such forfeiture and costs are paid, 
but not to exceed 30 days. 
 

101-3. Rules of the Road. 1. CITY ADOPTS 
STATE RULE. The city of Milwaukee adopts ch. 
346, Wis. Stats., 1969, and all subsequent 
amendments thereto defining and describing 
regulations with respect to vehicles and traffic for 
which the penalty is a forfeiture only, including 
penalties to be imposed; except as provided in s. 
101-34.  Excluded from this general adoption of 
ch. 346, Wis. Stats., is s. 346.94(4), Wis. Stats.  
The city of Milwaukee also adopts s. 346.63(1), 
Wis. Stats., prohibiting driving or operating a 
motor vehicle while under the influence of an 
intoxicant or a controlled substance or a 
combination of an intoxicant and a controlled 
substance while that person has a blood alcohol 
concentration of more than 0.0 but not more than 
0.8. 

2. PENALTY.  Upon conviction of a 
violation of any section of ch. 346, Wis. Stats., 
1969, so adopted, the court shall enter a 
judgment of forfeiture against the violator, 
payable to the city, within the range of forfeitures 
provided by statute for violation of such section in 
addition to taxable costs and, except as provided 
in s. 101-34, in default of payment thereof, order 
confinement in the county jail or house of 
correction until such forfeiture and costs are paid, 
but not to exceed 30 days.  The municipal court 
shall suspend an operator's license for violation 
of the Milwaukee ordinance enacted in 
conformity with s. 346.63(1), Wis. Stats. 
 
101-3.5. Operators to be Licensed.  
 1. LICENSE REQUIRED. Except as 
provided in sub. 3, no person may operate a 
motor vehicle upon a highway in this city unless 
the person has a license issued to him or her by 
the Wisconsin department of transportation, 
which license is not revoked, suspended, 
canceled or expired. A valid chauffeur's license 
satisfies the requirements of this section only 
when the licensee is operating a vehicle in the 
performance of his or her duties as chauffeur. No 
person may operate a motor-driven cycle unless 
the person possesses a valid operator's license 
which has been specifically endorsed for 
motor-driven cycle operation. No person may  
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1. The fee for the installation of 
church directional signs which are authorized by 
the commissioner of public works shall be that 
amount required in s. 81-108. 

2. The fee for removal of parking 
meters to accommodate facilities other than 
loading zones shall be the amount required in 
s. 81-82. 

3. The fee for the traffic signal timing 
schedule information and copy per intersection 
shall be that amount required in s. 81-128. 

4. No sign, box or decoration may be 
attached to any city-owned poles or similar 
facilities without first obtaining a permit from the 
commissioner of public works. See s. 81-107 for 
the required permit fee. 

5. The revenue received from fees 
paid for the removal of parking meters shall be 
credited to the city's parking fund. 
 
101-51. Use of Low-speed Vehicles On City 
Streets. 1. “Low-speed vehicle” means a motor 
vehicle that conforms to the definition and 
requirements for low-speed vehicles as adopted 
in the federal motor vehicle safety standards for 
low-speed vehicles under 49 CFR 571.3(b) and 
571.500. Low-speed vehicle does not include a 
golf cart, as defined in s. 340.01(27h), Wis. Stats. 

2. REQUIREMENTS.  Low-speed 
vehicles shall be 4-wheeled and have a speed 
range of at least 20 miles per hour and not more 
than 25 miles per hour on a paved surface, and 
have a gross vehicle weight rating that is less 
than 3,000 pounds.  Low-speed vehicles shall 
have: 

a. Headlamps. 
b. Front and rear turn signals. 
c. Stop lamps. 
d. Reflex reflectors: one red on each 

side as far to the rear as practicable, and one red 
on the rear. 

e. An exterior mirror mounted on the 
driver’s side and either an exterior mirror on the 
passenger side or an interior rearview mirror. 

f. Parking brake. 
g. Windshield that conforms to the 

requirements of the federal motor vehicle safety 
standard on glazing materials as provided in CFR 
571.205. 

h. A vehicle identification number that 
complies with federal law as provided in 49 CFR 
565. 

i. A type 1 or type 2 seatbelt 
assembly conforming to 49 CFR 571.209, and 
federal motor safety standard No. 209, for each 
designated seating position. 

j. Meets the general test conditions 
under 49 CFR 571. 

3. LICENSE.  Low-speed vehicles 
shall be registered, titled and licensed by the 
state of Wisconsin. 

4. PERMITTED USERS.  To use a 
low-speed vehicle on the streets of the city of 
Milwaukee, the operator shall have a valid 
Wisconsin driver’s license. 

5. PERMITTED USE.  Under the 
authority of s. 349.26, Wis. Stats., a licensed 
individual may operate a low-speed vehicle on 
those city streets having a posted speed limit of 
35 miles per hour or less, and headlamps must 
be on during operation. 

6. OPERATION.  The operation of 
low-speed vehicles as permitted herein shall in all 
respects be in compliance with ch. 101. 
 
101-53. Dockless Mobility Systems. 
 1. DEFINITIONS.  
 a. “Dockless mobility system” means 
a system of self-service mobility devices, made 
available for shared use to individuals on a 
short-term basis, which may be rented through a 
smart-phone app, vendor website, vendor 
customer service number, or a pre-paid PIN and 
which do not require structures at permanent, 
fixed locations where rides must begin and end.  
 b. “Mobility device” means a vehicle, 
whether motorized or not, including a bicycle, a 
scooter, a skateboard, or any other 
micro-mobility vehicle which is exempt from state 
registration under ch. 341, Wis. Stats. 
 c. “Operator” means any person who 
owns, leases, offers to rent, collects, distributes, 
repairs, services, charges or otherwise controls a 
dockless mobility system. 
 d. “Person” means any individual, 
firm, corporation, limited liability company, 
partnership or association acting in a fiduciary 
capacity. 
 2. PROHIBITED. No person may 
operate a dockless mobility system in the city 
upon the highway including public streets and 
sidewalks. 
 3. EXCEPTION. Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, the operation of a dockless mobility 
system shall be permitted if the operator 
participates in a dockless mobility system pilot 
study administered by the department of public 
works. Participation in the pilot study may only 
occur upon application and approval of the 
department of public works.



101-55 Traffic Code  
 

 
7/9/2019 -554h- 

 4. REMOVAL OF DOCKLESS 
MOBILITY DEVICES. If the chief of police or 
commissioner of public works finds on any alley, 
street, highway or public place within the city, any 
dockless mobility device belonging to an operator 
who is in violation of this section, or in violation of 
the pilot program requirements, including, but not 
limited to, improper parking of a mobility device, 
the chief, the commissioner or other authorized 
agent of the city may have the dockless mobility 
device immediately removed to a suitable place 
of impoundment. If the operator can be identified, 
a notice informing the operator of the location of 
the dockless mobility device and the procedure 
for reclaiming the dockless mobility device, shall 
be sent to the operator’s corporate headquarters 
within 24 hours after removal. 
 5. PERIOD OF IMPOUNDMENT. 
Upon impoundment, a dockless mobility device 
shall be held a minimum of 30 days unless earlier 
redeemed by the owner or owner’s 
representative upon payment of the redemption 
fee provided in s. 81-43.7. 
 6. DISPOSITION OF UNREDEEMED 
DOCKLESS MOBILITY DEVICES. The 
commissioner of public works may dispose of 
impounded dockless mobility devices that are not 
redeemed within 30 days in any of the following 
ways: 
 a. Public auction or sale. 
 b. Donation to a suitable nonprofit 
organization for charitable, educational or other 
eleemosynary purposes. 
 c. Scrapping a dockless mobility 
device that cannot be disposed of through any 
other reasonable means. 
 7. OWNER RESPONSIBLE FOR 
COSTS. The owner of any dockless mobility 
device removed under this provision shall be 
responsible for all costs of impounding and 
disposing of the dockless mobility device. Costs 
not recovered from the sale of the dockless 
mobility device may be recovered in a civil action 
by the city against the operator. The city assumes 
no responsibility for damage to dockless mobility 
devices impounded under this section. 
 8. PENALTY. Any person violating 
the provisions of this section shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be subject to a forfeiture of not 
less than $50 nor more than $500 per day for 
each dockless mobility device operated or parked 
upon the highway including public streets and 
sidewalks. For each second or subsequent 
conviction, the forfeiture shall be not less than 
$500 nor more than $1,000. 
 
 

101-55. Streetcar Mass Transit Way.  
 1. DEFINITIONS. In this section: 
 a. “Bar signal” means a 2- or 3-aspect 
indicator showing either a horizontal, vertical, or 
diagonal bar oriented within a traffic signal placed 
or erected by the city to regulate or guide the 
movement of a streetcar.  
 b. “Streetcar” means an 
electrically-driven rail public transit vehicle 
designed for public transportation that runs on rail 
and is powered by electricity from batteries or 
from overhead wire. 
 2. DESIGNATION OF THE MASS 
TRANSIT WAY. The following named roadways 
or parts of roadways in the city of Milwaukee are 
established under the provisions of s. 349.22, 
Wis. Stats., to constitute a mass transit way: 
 a. Vel R. Phillips Avenue between 
West Clybourn Street and West Saint Paul 
Avenue. 
 b. West St. Paul Avenue between Vel 
R. Phillips Avenue and North Plankinton Avenue. 
 c. East St. Paul Avenue between 
North Plankinton Avenue and North Milwaukee 
Street. 
 d. North Broadway between East St. 
Paul Avenue and East Kilbourn Avenue.  
 e. North Milwaukee Street between 
East St. Paul Avenue and East Kilbourn Avenue. 
 f. East Kilbourn Avenue between 
North Broadway and North Jackson Street. 
 g. North Jackson Street between East 
Kilbourn Avenue and East Ogden Avenue. 
 h. East Ogden Avenue between 
North Jackson Street and North Prospect 
Avenue.  
 i. East Clybourn Street between 
North Milwaukee Street and North Lincoln 
Memorial Drive. 
 j. East Michigan Street between 
North Milwaukee Street and North Lincoln 
Memorial Drive. 
 3. RULES OF THE ROAD 
APPLICABLE TO THE STREETCAR.  a.  
Applicability of Existing State Laws. a-1. In 
addition to the regulations established pursuant 
to other sections of these ordinances, a streetcar 
shall be considered a “vehicle” under s. 
340.01(74), Wis. Stats., and a “motor vehicle” 
under s. 340.01(35), Wis. Stats., for the purposes 
of ss. 346.04 (2t)-(4), 346.07(2), 346.08, 346.09, 
346.14, 346.175, 346.18, 346.19, 346.20, 
346.23, 346.24, 346.25, 346.26, 346.27, 
346.34(1)(b), 346.34(2), 346.38, 346.39, 
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346.455, 346.46, 346.52, 346.57, 346.63, 
346.64, 346.67, 346.68, 346.69, 346.87, 346.88, 
346.89, 346.90, 346.91, 346.915, 346.92, 
346.93, 346.94(5), (9), (10), (11), (17), and (20), 
Wis. Stats., as adopted under this chapter, and 
amended from time to time, with respect to 
vehicles and pedestrians and traffic on the mass 
transit way established under sub. 2.   
 a-2. Upon conviction of a violation of 
subd. 1, the court shall enter a judgment of 
forfeiture against the violator within the range of 
forfeitures provided by statute for a violation of 
the statute associated with the violation and in 
default of payment thereof, order imprisonment 
as provided by law. 
 b. Meeting a Streetcar.  b-1.  The 
operator of a vehicle, as defined by s. 340.01(74), 
Wis. Stats., proceeding in a direction opposite a 
streetcar shall pass a streetcar to the right on the 
mass transit way established under sub. 2.  
 b-2. Upon conviction of a violation of 
subd. 1, the court shall enter a judgment of 
forfeiture against the violator within the range of 
forfeitures provided by statute for a violation of s. 
346.06, Wis. Stats., and in default of payment 
thereof, order imprisonment as provided by law. 
 c. Overtaking and Passing a 
Streetcar.  c-1.  If the operator of a motor 
vehicle, as defined by s. 340.01(35), Wis. Stats., 
overtakes a streetcar which is stopped on the 
right side of the roadway and is receiving or 
discharging passengers on the mass transit way 
established under sub. 2, the operator shall pass 
to the left of the streetcar and shall not turn right 
in front of the streetcar. If the operator of a motor 
vehicle as defined by s. 340.01(35), Wis. Stats., 
overtakes a streetcar which is stopped on the left 
side of the roadway and is receiving or 
discharging passengers on the mass transit way 
established under sub. 2, the operator shall pass 
to the right of the streetcar and shall not turn left 
in front of the streetcar.  
 c-2. Upon conviction of a violation of 
this subd. 1, the court shall enter a judgment of 
forfeiture against the violator within the range of 
forfeitures provided by statute for a violation of s. 
346.075, Wis. Stats., and in default of payment 
thereof, order imprisonment as provided by law. 
 d. Traffic Control Signals. d-1.  A 
streetcar shall be considered a “vehicle” under s. 
340.01(74), Wis. Stats., as applied to ss. 
346.04(2) and 346.37, Wis. Stats., on the mass 
transit way established under subd. 2, and the 
operator of a streetcar shall follow all rules 
regarding traffic control signals unless a bar 
signal indicates differently, in which case a 

streetcar shall proceed in the manner required by 
the bar signal.  
 d-2. For the purposes of subd. 1, a 
horizontal bar contained within the bar signal 
indicates a streetcar shall stop before entering 
the crosswalk on the near side of an intersection, 
or if none, then before entering the intersection or 
at such other point as may be indicated by a 
clearly visible sign or pavement marking and 
shall remain standing until a bar signal permitting 
movement is shown. 
 d-3. For the purposes of subd. 1, a bar 
contained within the bar signal that runs 
diagonally beginning in the bottom left and 
running upwards to the upper right of the bar 
signal indicates a streetcar shall proceed by 
turning right but shall yield the right-of-way to 
vehicles, pedestrians, personal delivery devices, 
bicyclists, and riders of electric personal assistive 
mobility devices lawfully within a crosswalk and 
to other traffic lawfully using the intersection. 
 d-4. For the purposes of subd. 1, a bar 
contained within the bar signal that runs 
diagonally beginning in the bottom right and 
running upwards to the upper left of the bar signal 
indicates a streetcar shall proceed by turning left 
but shall yield the right-of-way to vehicles, 
pedestrians, personal delivery devices, bicyclists, 
and riders of electric personal assistive mobility 
devices lawfully within a crosswalk and to other 
traffic lawfully using the intersection. 
 d-5. For the purposes of subd. 1, a 
vertical bar contained within the bar signal 
indicates a streetcar shall proceed straight 
through the intersection. 
 4. SIGNAGE. The department of 
public works shall erect appropriate signs along 
the mass transit way established under sub. 2 
giving notice of all priorities and regulations 
established hereunder. 
 
“For legislative history of chapter 101, contact the 
Legislative Reference Bureau.” 
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SUBCHAPTER 1 
BICYCLES 

 
102-1.  Adoption of State Laws.  The city of 
Milwaukee adopts chs. 340, 341, 342, 343, 345, 
346, 347, 348, 349, 350, Wis. Stats., and all 
subsequent amendments thereto defining and 
describing regulations with respect to bicycles for 
which the penalty is a forfeiture only, including 
but not limited to provisions for stipulation, 
conditions of deposit for bail, penalties for 
violation, unless other provisions for stipulation, 
conditions of deposit or bail, or penalties for 
violation are expressly provided in this chapter.  
 
102-3  Definitions.  In this subchapter:  1. 
BICYCLE means any vehicle propelled by the 
feet acting upon pedals and having 2 or more 
wheels, any 2 of which are more than 14 inches 
in diameter. 

2. BICYCLE DEALER means any 
business establishment, shop or store that, as 
part of its trade is involved in the retail selling of 
new or used bicycles. 
 

3. BICYCLE LANE means that 
portion of a roadway set aside by action of the 
common council for the exclusive use of 
bicycles, electric assistive personal mobility 
devices, electric scooters, and other vehicles 
specified by the common council under the 
authority of s. 349.23, Wis. Stats. 

4. BICYCLE WAY means any path or 
sidewalk, or portion of a path or sidewalk, 
designated by the common council for the use of 
bicycles. 

5. ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSIS- 
TIVE MOBILITY DEVICE means a 
self-balancing, 2-nontandem-wheeled device 
that is designed to transport only one person and 
that has an electric propulsion system that limits 
maximum speed of the device to 15 miles per 
hour or less, the operation of which is accorded 
the same rights and responsibilities as the 
operation of bicycles under state statutes. 

6.  HOURS OF DARKNESS means 
the period of time from one-half hour after sunset 
to one-half hour before sunrise and all other 
times when there is not sufficient natural light to 
render clearly visible any person or vehicle upon 
a highway or bicycle way at a distance of 500 
feet. 

7. JUNK BICYCLE means a bicycle 
which is incapable of operation or use upon a 
highway and has no resale value except as a 
source for parts or scrap and includes any 
bicycle for which the cost of repairs necessary to 
make the bicycle operational exceed the 
estimated fair market value. 

8. PEDAL PUSHCART means a 
bicycle with a container, not including a bicycle 
basket or bag, that is securely fastened or 
incorporated at the front of the bicycle for 
carrying one or more persons or property. 

9. RIGHT-OF-WAY means the 
privilege of the immediate use of the roadway. 

10. ROADWAY means that portion of 
a highway between the regularly established 
curb lines or that portion that is improved, 
designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, 
excluding the berm or shoulder. 
 11. ELECTRIC SCOOTER means a 
device weighing less than 100 pounds that has 
handlebars and an electric motor, is powered 
solely by the electric motor and human power, 
and has a maximum speed of not more than 20 
miles per hour on a paved level surface when 
powered solely by the electric motor.
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12. TRAILER means a device 
designed and manufactured to be securely 
fastened to a bicycle for the purpose of towing 
one or more persons or property, but does not 
include a sled, toboggan, ski or similar device. 

13. VEHICLE means every device in, 
upon, or by which any person is transported or 
drawn upon a highway, except railroad trains. A 
snowmobile or electric personal assistive 
mobility device shall not be considered a vehicle 
except for those purposes made specifically 
applicable by state statute. 
 
102-5. License.  1.  MANNER OF ISSUANCE. 
The city clerk shall provide license stickers 
without fee or charge to be used as evidence of 
bicycle registration with the city. License stickers 
may be made available to the public at locations 
that include city libraries, the department of 
public works, police district stations, bicycle 
dealers, public schools and other locations and 
businesses convenient to the public, and shall be 
offered together with instructions about 
placement of the license sticker on the upper 
portion of the down or seat tube of the bicycle 
facing forward. Persons wishing to register 
bicycles shall also be provided with copies of city 
bicycle regulations or advised that the 
regulations in this chapter are available on the 
city website. 

2. REGISTRATION.  Registration 
shall be completed on a form provided on the 
city website and shall include the name and 
address of the bicycle owner, telephone number 
or other contact information, the make and color 
of the bicycle, serial number on the frame of the 
bicycle, and other information that the city clerk 
may require. 

3. REMOVAL OR ALTERATION. 
License stickers may only be removed by the 
owner or with the consent of the owner of the 
registered bicycle, or by police in the event that 
the owner of a lost, stolen, abandoned or 
otherwise recovered bicycle can not be 
contacted or successfully identified within 30 
days of recovery. No person may alter or 
mutilate a license sticker in a manner that 
changes or obscures the information on the 
license sticker except upon removal of the 
license sticker by the owner or with the consent 
of the owner. 

4. TRANSFER, CONVEYANCE OR 
SALE.  The owner of a registered bicycle shall 
notify the city clerk within 10 days of transfer, 
conveyance or sale of the bicycle to a new 
owner, and shall provide such information as the 

city clerk may require to appropriately identify the 
bicycle and the registration. 
 
102-7. Bicycle Regulations.  1.  RIDING ON 
PUBLIC WAYS. No bicycle or electric scooter 
shall be operated upon any public sidewalk, any 
pedestrian path in the public parks, or upon any 
public school grounds or public playgrounds. 
This subsection shall not apply to bicycles when 
operated on school grounds or playgrounds 
when officially sanctioned functions are in 
progress; bicycles operated by police officers in 
the necessary discharge of their official duties; or 
to sidewalks or sidewalk areas designated by the 
common council and identified by signs or other 
clear markings as a bicycle way. Children less 
than 10 years of age who are supervised by an 
adult may ride on any sidewalk that does not 
abut a building. A further exception is made for 
any disabled person to permit riding upon any 
public sidewalk or playground while 
accompanied by a responsible adult. When 
operating a bicycle on a bicycle way every driver 
shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and 
shall exercise due care and give an audible 
signal when passing a bicycle driver or 
pedestrian proceeding in the same direction. 

2. OPERATING 2 OR MORE 
ABREAST.  Persons riding bicycles or electric 
personal assistive mobility devices may ride 2 
abreast in a single lane if the flow of traffic is not 
impaired, and may ride 2 or more abreast in a 
substandard width lane if the lane does not allow 
for safe passing of a single bicycle or electric 
personal assistive mobility device by an 
automobile. Persons may ride 2 abreast on a 
roadway in which 2 or more lanes permit traffic in 
the same direction but shall ride within a single 
lane. Persons may ride 2 or more abreast upon 
any path, trail, lane or other way set aside for the 
exclusive use of bicycles or electric personal 
assistive mobility devices including roadways 
temporarily set aside for racing, touring or similar 
permitted events. 

3. RECKLESS OPERATION OF 
BICYCLES.  The following rules apply to the 
operation of bicycles on all highways, bicycle 
lanes and bicycle ways: 

a. Full Control.  No person operating 
a bicycle shall remove both hands from the 
handlebars, or feet from the pedals, or practice 
any acrobatic or fancy riding on any street.  

b. Operating upon or astride seat. No 
person operating a bicycle shall ride other than 
upon or astride a permanent and regular seat 
attached to the bicycle. 
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