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 CHAPTER 92 
 SECONDHAND DEALERS 
 
 
 TABLE 
 
92-1 Pawnbroker's License 
92-2 Secondhand Dealer's License 
92-3 Secondhand Motor  
   Vehicle Dealers 
92-6 Bicycle Records 
92-10 Precious Metal and Gem Dealer's 

 License 
92-11 Adequate Identification 
92-11.5 Transaction Involving Article  
   Not Owned 
92-12 Transaction Description Record 
92-13 Transaction Description  

 Records Reporting 
 
92-1.  Pawnbroker's License. 1. DEFINITION. 
"Pawnbroker" shall mean a person, firm or 
corporation engaged in the business of lending 
money on personal property or goods which are 
pledged as security for the loan on the condition 
that if the loan is not repaid within a specified 
period of time the goods used as security may 
be sold to compensate for nonpayment. 

2. LICENSE REQUIRED. No person, 
firm or corporation shall carry on or operate 
within the city the business of pawnbroker 
without being duly licensed as herein provided 
and in accordance with s. 138.10, Wis. Stats. 

3. APPLICATION. Application for a 
pawnbroker's license shall be made to the city 
clerk upon forms provided by the city clerk for 
such purpose. Each application for a license 
shall state: 

a. Name and address of applicant. 
b. The trade name and address of 

the business sought to be licensed. 
c. Name of person, officers and their 

residence where the applicant is an association 
or corporation, together with the state of 
incorporation. It shall also contain the names of 
one or more persons whom such corporation or 
association shall designate as manager or 
person in charge, with the address or addresses 
of the same. 

d. That such application for a license 
is not made for and on behalf of any other 
person by the applicant acting as an agent for or 
in the employ of another. 

e.  A completed plan of operation on 
a form provided by the city clerk. 

f. Such other reasonable and 
pertinent information as the city clerk may from 
time to time require. 

4. INVESTIGATION. The chief of 
police shall investigate each applicant as 
provided in s. 85-21-2. 

5. ISSUANCE; TERMS. a. The 
common council may authorize or deny the 
license.   

b. No license shall be granted to any 
person who is not of good moral character and 
who has not resided in the state of Wisconsin 
continuously for a period of at least 90 days prior 
to the date of filing an application, nor shall any 
such license be granted or issued to any person 
who has habitually been a petty law offender or 
has been convicted of an offense against the 
laws of the United States or any laws of this 
state punishable by imprisonment in the state 
prison or other penal institution as felonies 
unless the person so convicted has been duly 
pardoned, subject to s. 111.335, Wis. Stats. 

c. See s. 81-88 for the required 
license fee. 

d. Every person so licensed shall 
prior to the time of receiving such license enter 
with 2 sufficient sureties into a joint and several 
bond to the city of Milwaukee in the penal sum 
of $500 for the due observation of all ordinances 
of the common council as may be passed or 
enforced respecting pawnbrokers. 

e. No pawnbroker license issued 
may be transferred. 

f.  See ss. 85-35 to 85-39 for 
provisions relating to changes to applications 
and plans of operation. 

6. REGULATIONS. a. Pawn Receipt. 
Every pawnbroker shall at the time of each loan 
deliver to the person pawning or pledging any 
item a pawn receipt signed by the licensee or 
designee containing the name and business 
address of the pawnbroker, a brief description of 
the item, the amount of money loaned, and the 
date and time of pawning or pledging. There 
shall be no charge for issuing a pawn receipt. 
Every pawn receipt shall be numbered serially, a 
copy shall be retained by the pawnbroker and 
pawn receipts shall be open to inspection by the 
chief of police, or the chief's designee, at any 
reasonable time.  
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b. Altered or Obliterated Serial 
Number. No licensee shall receive any item or 
property with an altered or obliterated serial 
number, or from which a serial number has been 
removed.  

c. Identification. Licensed pawn- 
brokers shall obtain adequate identification as 
stipulated in s. 92-11 from every person 
pawning, pledging, exchanging or selling any 
item.  

d Recordkeeping. Every pawnbroker 
shall keep a transaction description record as 
stipulated in s. 92-12 for every item pawned, 
pledged, exchanged or bought.  

e. Transaction Record Reporting. 
Every pawnbroker shall report all transaction 
description records as stipulated in s. 92-13. 

f. Every item pawned, pledged, 
exchanged or purchased by a licensed 
pawnbroker shall be open for inspection by the 
chief of police, or the chief's designee, at any 
reasonable time.  

g. Holding Period. Every pawnbroker 
shall hold all items pawned or pledged for 
security on a loan, or exchanged or purchased, 
separate and apart from any other items, 
unchanged and unaltered from the form it was 
received for 30 days for inspection by the chief 
of police, or the chief's designee.  

h. Additional Holding Period. The 
chief of police may, at the chief's sole discretion, 
cause any item pawned, pledged, or purchased, 
which the police chief has reason to believe was 
not pawned, pledged or disposed of by the 
lawful owner, to be held for an additional holding 
period deemed reasonable by the chief of police 
after the elapse of the initial 30-day holding 
period for identification by the lawful owner. 

i. Minors. No pawnbroker shall have 
any business dealings as a pawnbroker with any 
person less than 18 years of age, unless the 
pawnbroker obtains a written consent for each 
transaction signed in the dealer's presence by 
the parent or guardian granting permission for 
that person to transact business with the dealer. 

j. Intoxicated Persons.  No 
pawnbroker shall bargain for, take, purchase or 
receive in pawn any item including a bond, note 
or security from any intoxicated person. 

k. Stolen Goods. Every pawnbroker 
shall report to the police any item presented to 
the pawnbroker during the course of business 
the pawnbroker has reason to believe was 
stolen, either by the person presenting the item 
or another party.  

7. LICENSE REVOCATION. The 
common council may revoke any license issued 
under the provisions of this section for fraud, 
misrepresentation, or false statement contained 
in the application for a license or in the course of 
conducting the business of pawnbroker, or for 
any violation of this section. 

8. PENALTY. Any person or firm 
violating this section shall, upon conviction, 
forfeit not less than $250 nor more than $1,000, 
together with the costs of prosecution; and, in 
default of payment, shall be imprisoned in the 
house of correction or the county jail not to 
exceed 90 days, or until such forfeiture costs are 
paid. 
 
92-2. Secondhand Dealer's License. 

1. DEFINITIONS.  a. "Articles of 
personal property" means any and all articles of 
personal property except those specifically 
excluded in this section. 

b. “Automated recycling kiosk” 
means an interactive device that meets all of the 
following requirements: 

b-1. Is installed in a secure retail 
space.  

b-2. Has the following technological 
functions: 

b-2-a. Verification of a seller’s identity by 
remote examination of a government-issued 
identification card by a live representative during 
all hours of operation. 

b-2-b. Secure storage of articles 
accepted by the kiosk for recycling. 

b-2-c. Capture and storage of images of 
the seller and the article purchased during the 
transaction. 

b-2-d. Electronic reporting of all 
transactions to law enforcement. 

c. “Bicycle” means any vehicle 
propelled by the feet acting upon pedals and 
having wheels any 2 of which are not less than 
14 inches in diameter. 

d.  “Large appliances and furniture” 
means beds, tables, chairs, bureaus, dressers, 
desks, bookcases, refrigerators, freezers and all 
other household furnishings and appliances 
occupying a space greater than 8 cubic feet. 

e. "Member of the general public" 
means individuals, partnerships, firms, 
corporations or other associations. 
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f. "Secondhand" means previously 
owned by a member of the general public 
immediately prior to the transaction at hand. It 
does not mean previously owned by a 
wholesaler, retailer or another secondhand 
dealer. 

g. "Secondhand dealer" means any 
person, firm, partnership, corporation or associa-
tion operating, owning or leasing a fixed place of 
business or automated recycling kiosk for the 
purchase, sale or exchange of any secondhand 
articles of personal property. 

h. "Secondhand dealer mall" means 
a fixed location where 2 or more secondhand 
dealers operate their business as described in 
sub. 8. 

i. A secondhand dealer operating an 
automated recycling kiosk may store items 
acquired at the kiosk in a secure off-site location 
and must retain an item stored under this 
subsection for 30 days, and upon request, return 
that item to a law enforcement officer of this 
state within 3 business days without cost. 

2. LICENSE REQUIRED; EXCEP-
TION.  a. It shall be unlawful to operate or 
carry on the business of being a secondhand 
dealer without having first obtained a 
secondhand dealer's license. 

b. No individual secondhand license 
shall be required of a secondhand dealer 
operating his or her business on premises with a 
secondhand dealer's mall license as described 
in sub. 8. 

c. This section does not apply to 
parties dealing in motor vehicles, coins, stamps, 
gold and silver bullion, secondhand jewelry, 
videos, cassettes, compact discs, baseball 
cards, secondhand books and magazines, 
works of fine art and secondhand industrial 
machinery and equipment. 

d. This section does not apply to any 
party operating a business as a licensed 
precious metal and gem dealer, pawnbroker, or 
secondhand motor vehicle dealer, or any 
individual registered as an auctioneer under 
ch. 480, Wis. Stats. 

e. This section does not apply to 
transactions at occasional garage or yard sales, 
estate sales, coin, gem, stamp or antique 
shows, gun shows, conventions or auctions. 

f. This section does not apply to any 
charitable organization or to any person 
conducting a sale the proceeds of which are 
donated to a charitable organization. 

3. APPLICATION. Application for a 
secondhand dealer's license shall be made to 
the city clerk on forms furnished by the city clerk, 
and shall contain the following: 

a. The name, place and date of birth 
and street residence of the applicant. 

b. The trade name and address of 
the business and the name and address of the 
owner of the premises. 

c. Whether the applicant is a natural 
person, corporation or partnership. 

c-1. If the applicant is a corporation, 
the state of incorporation and the names and 
addresses of all officers and directors. 

c-2. If the applicant is a partnership, 
the names and addresses of all partners. 

d. The name of the manager or 
proprietor of the business. 

e.  A completed plan of operation on 
a form provided by the city clerk. 

f. Such other reasonable and 
pertinent information as the city clerk may from 
time to time require. 

4. FINGERPRINTING AND IN- 
VESTIGATION REQUIRED. a. Except for 
applicants dealing exclusively in secondhand 
bicycles, all applicants for secondhand dealer’s 
licenses shall be fingerprinted as provided in 
s. 85-21-1. 

b. The chief of police shall 
investigate each applicant as provided in 
s. 85-21-2. 

5. ISSUANCE; TERMS. a. The 
common council may authorize or deny the 
license in accordance with the appropriate 
provisions of ss. 85-2.7 to 85-5. 

b. No license shall be granted to any 
applicant who is not of good professional 
character or who has been convicted of any 
felony, misdemeanor or other offense the 
circumstances of which substantially relate to 
the circumstances of being a secondhand 
dealer. In this paragraph "applicant" includes 
any individual or partner, and any officer, 
director or agent of any corporate applicant. 

c. No secondhand dealer's license 
shall be granted to any person who has not 
resided in the state of Wisconsin continuously 
for a period of at least 90 days prior to the filing 
of his or her application. 

d. See s. 81-104 for the required 
license fee. 
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e. See s. 85-19 for provisions relating 
to the transfer of licenses and change of 
licensee names. 

f.  See ss. 85-35 to 85-39 for 
provisions relating to changes to applications 
and plans of operation. 

6. REGULATIONS. a. Altered or 
Obliterated Serial Number. No licensee shall 
receive any item or property with an altered or 
obliterated serial number, or from which a serial 
number has been removed.  

b. Identification. No secondhand 
dealer shall purchase, or exchange, or accept 
on consignment any item without first 
obtainingadequate identification from the seller, 
exchanger or consignor as stipulated in s. 92-11.  

c.  Recordkeeping. For every item 
purchased or exchanged by a secondhand 
dealer on the dealer's premises, or in the city but 
off the dealer's premises, and for every item 
consigned to a secondhand dealer for sale on 
the dealer's premises, the secondhand dealer 
shall keep a transaction description record as 
stipulated in s. 92-12 with the exception of 
secondhand videos, cassettes, compact discs, 
vinyl records, large furniture and appliances, 
clothing and clothing accessories. 

d. Transaction Record Reporting. 
Every secondhand dealer, regardless of whether 
items are purchased or exchanged on or off the 
dealer's premises, or consigned for sale on the 
dealer's premises, except purchases and 
exchanges of secondhand videos, cassettes, 
compact discs, vinyl records, large furniture and 
appliances, clothing and clothing accessories, 
shall report transaction description records as 
stipulated in s. 92-13, including color 
photographs and color video recordings as 
required in s. 92-12-3. 

e. Every item purchased, or taken in 
exchange, or accepted on consignment by a 
licensed secondhand dealer shall be open for 
inspection by the chief of police, or the chief's 
designee, at any reasonable time.  

f. Holding Period. Except for 
secondhand videos, cassettes, compact discs, 
vinyl records, large furniture and appliances, 
clothing and clothing accessories, a secondhand 
dealer shall hold all items purchased, 
exchanged or accepted in consignment separate 
and apart from any other items, unchanged and 
unaltered from the form it was received for 10 
days for inspection by the chief of police, or the 
chief's designee. 

g. Additional Holding Period. The 
chief of police may, at the chief's sole discretion, 
cause any item purchased or exchanged, which 
the police chief has reason to believe was not 
sold or exchanged by the lawful owner, to be 
held for an additional holding period deemed 
reasonable by the chief of police after the elapse 
of the initial 10-day holding period for 
identification by the lawful owner. 

h. Every secondhand dealer shall 
report to the police any item presented to the 
secondhand dealer during the course of 
business the secondhand dealer has reason to 
believe was stolen, either by the person 
presenting the item or another party. 

7. BUYING FROM MINORS. No 
secondhand dealer shall have any business 
dealings as a secondhand dealer with any 
person less than 18 years of age, unless that 
person is with a parent or guardian or the parent 
or guardian appears with that person and files a 
signed consent form indicating permission for 
that person to transact business with the dealer. 
Such written consent may be retained by the 
dealer and used for subsequent transactions 
with the minor without the presence of the 
parent or guardian. 

8. a. The owner of a business, at 
which 2 or more secondhand dealers are 
engaged in business by maintaining separate 
sales space and identifying themselves to the 
public as individual dealers, may obtain a 
secondhand dealer mall license for that location. 
No individual secondhand dealer license is 
required of the tenant occupants of such 
premises. 

b. No mall license shall be issued 
unless the following requirements are met: 

b-1. The business shall have a single 
name and address. 

b-2. The business shall be under the 
unified control of one person, partnership, firm, 
corporation or association, which shall hold the 
mall license. 

b-3. All sales shall be consummated at 
a central point or register operated by the owner 
of the business, and the owner shall maintain a 
comprehensive account of all sales. 

c. The holder of a secondhand 
dealer mall license and each tenant dealer 
occupying space in such mall shall comply with 
the requirements of this section, including the 
responsibilities for police reporting and 
recordkeeping, in the same manner as any other 
dealer licensed under this section. 
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d. See s. 81-104.5 for the 
secondhand dealer mall license fee. 

9. PENALTY. a. Any person, firm, 
partnership, corporation or association violating 
this section shall, upon conviction for a first 
offense, forfeit not less than $50 nor more than 
$1,000, together with the costs of prosecution 
and, in default of payment, shall be imprisoned 
in the house of correction or county jail not to 
exceed 6 months or until such forfeiture costs 
are paid in full. 

b. Any person, firm, partnership, 
corporation or association violating this section 
shall upon conviction for the second and 
subsequent offenses, forfeit not less than $500 
nor more than $2,000, together with the costs of 
prosecution, and in default of payment, shall be 
imprisoned in the house of correction or county 
jail not to exceed 6 months, or until such 
forfeiture costs are paid in full. 
 
92-3. Secondhand Motor Vehicle Dealers. 
 1. DEFINITIONS. In this section: 
 a. “Business” means engaging in activities for 
the purpose of earning a livelihood or a profit 
therefrom on a full- or part-time basis.  
 b. “Motor vehicle” has the meaning 
given in s. 340.01(35), Wis. Stats., as amended.  
 c. “Retail” means the business of 
buying and selling, exchanging or dealing motor 
vehicles, including, but not exclusively, 
secondhand parts of motor vehicles.  
 d. “Secondhand” means previously 
owned, sold, traded or used by a member of the 
general public on a retail basis.  
 e. “Wholesale” means the business 
of buying and selling, exchanging or dealing 
motor vehicles, including, but not exclusively, 
secondhand parts of motor vehicles, to a 
licensed retailer or to another person who holds 
a permit or license or to the end user, but not 
operating a lot licensed for that purpose.  
 2. LICENSE REQUIRED. It shall be 
unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to 
engage in the business of buying, selling, 
exchanging or dealing in secondhand motor 
vehicles, including secondhand parts of motor 
vehicles, either retail or wholesale, without first 
having obtained a secondhand motor vehicle 
dealer’s license.  
 3. EXCEPTION. Any business 
buying, selling, exchanging or dealing 
exclusively in secondhand parts of motor 
vehicles shall not be required to obtain a license 

under this section, but shall obtain a recycling, 
salvaging or towing license. 
 4. APPLICATION. Application for a 
license shall be filed with the city clerk on forms 
provided therefor and shall contain, in addition to 
the information specified in s. 85-12, the 
following information: 
 a. Whether the application is for 
wholesale or retail business operations.  
 b. Whether the applicant has ever 
had a license or permit relating to the activities 
licensed in this section denied, not renewed, 
suspended or revoked, with a brief statement of 
the circumstances associated with the event, 
and the jurisdiction in which the event occurred. 
This information shall also include a record of 
any actions from the state departments of 
transportation and financial institutions relating 
to suspensions, revocations, forfeitures and 
warnings imposed by these departments relating 
to the operation of any automotive sales 
business by the applicant.  
 c. A completed plan of operation on 
a form provided by the city clerk. The plan of 
operation shall require:  
 c-1. The planned hours of operation of 
the premises.  
 c-2. What plans, if any, the applicant 
has to ensure that all motor vehicles associated 
with the business will be stored on the licensed 
premises, that all maintenance and repair work 
related to these vehicles will be confined to the 
licensed premises, and that the business will not 
violate any code provisions relating to littering of 
the public right-of-way.  
 5. FEE. Each license application 
shall be accompanied by the fee specified in 
s. 81-104.6. 
 6. FINGERPRINTING. All applicants 
for secondhand motor vehicle dealers licenses 
shall be exempt from the fingerprinting 
requirement provided in s. 85-21-1.  
 7. TRUTH OF STATEMENTS AND 
AFFIDAVITS. See s. 85-34 for matters relating 
to truth of statements and affidavits.  
 8. INVESTIGATION; HEARING.  
 a. Every license application shall be 
referred to the chief of police and the 
commissioner of neighborhood services, both of 
whom shall cause an investigation to be made 
and report their findings to the licensing 
committee in accordance with s. 85-21-2. 
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 b. No license shall be granted to any 
applicant who is not of good professional 
character or who has been convicted of any 
felony, misdemeanor or other offense the 
circumstances of which substantially relate to 
the circumstances of being a secondhand motor 
vehicle dealer. In this paragraph "applicant" 
includes any individual or partner, and any 
officer, director or agent of any corporate 
applicant. 
 c. Each application for a new license 
shall be referred to the licensing committee for a 
hearing in accordance with s. 85-2.7. 
 9. RENEWAL, NONRENEWAL, 
REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION.  
 a. Application for the renewal of a 
secondhand motor vehicle dealer’s license shall 
be made to the city clerk. The clerk shall refer 
the application to the chief of police and the 
commissioner of neighborhood services for 
review 
 b. If the chief of police and the 
commissioner of neighborhood services indicate 
that the applicant still meets the licensing 
qualifications, the application shall be referred to 
the common council for approval unless a 
written objection has been filed with the city 
clerk at least 45 days prior to the date on which 
the license expires.  
 c. Any interested person may file an 
objection. If an objection is filed, or if a 
determination is made that the applicant no 
longer meets the licensing qualifications, the 
application shall be forwarded to the licensing 
committee for a hearing on whether the 
application should be recommended to the 
common council for renewal or nonrenewal.  
 d. Any license issued under this 
chapter may be not renewed, suspended or 
revoked for cause by the common council after 
notice to the licensee and a hearing. If there is a 
possibility that the licensing committee will not 
recommend renewal of the license, or if 
suspension or revocation proceedings are 
initiated, the procedures for notice and 
committee hearing and for the committee report, 
recommendations and common council 
consideration provided in ss. 85-3 to 85-5 shall 
apply. 
 e. Suspension or revocation 
proceedings may be initiated by the licensing 
committee upon its own motion, or upon sworn 
written charges made and filed with the city clerk 
by the chief of police or upon a sworn written 
complaint filed with the city clerk by any 
interested party.  

 10. DISQUALIFICATION; CHANGE 
OF CIRCUMSTANCES. Whenever any 
application is denied, or license not renewed, 
revoked or surrendered, the procedures for 
disqualification for license and change of 
circumstances provided in ss. 85-13 and 85-15 
shall apply. 
 11.  CHANGES TO BE REPORTED. 
 a.  See s. 85-35 to 85-39 for 
provisions relating to changes to applications 
and plans of operation.  
 b.  See s. 85-19 for provisions relating 
to the transfer of licenses and change of 
licensee names. 
 12. RECORD TO BE KEPT ON 
TRADE-INS. Any person, firm or corporation 
licensed under this section shall, whenever a 
secondhand motor vehicle is taken in trade as 
part of a transaction, maintain records of the 
transaction in accordance with ch. Trans 138, 
Wis. Adm. Code, as amended.  
 13. RECORD TO BE KEPT ON 
SALES. Any person, firm or corporation licensed 
under this section to buy, sell or exchange or 
trade in secondhand motor vehicles shall 
furnish, upon the sale of a secondhand motor 
vehicle, the information required under ch. Trans 
139, Wis. Adm. Code, as amended.  
  14. ELIGIBILITY FOR SALE 
CERTIFICATES. No secondhand motor vehicle 
dealer licensed under this chapter may apply for 
a certificate issued pursuant to s. 101-29 to 
leave a vehicle that is for sale on public 
property.  
 15. NO SALE ON SUNDAYS. It shall 
be unlawful for any license holder to sell, barter, 
exchange, demonstrate or loan any motor 
vehicle, whether new or secondhand, on 
Sunday.  
 15.5. KEY SECURITY. All keys to used 
motor vehicle offered for sale at a business 
licensed under this section shall be placed in a 
secure lockbox inside the dealership building at 
all times when the dealership is not open for 
business. 
 16. EXCEPTION. This section shall 
not apply to any premises used for retail sales 
for a period of 30 days or less.  
 17. PENALTY. a. Any person violating 
this section shall, upon conviction for a first 
offense, forfeit not less than $50 nor more than 
$1,000, together with the costs of prosecution 
and, in default of payment, may be imprisoned 
as provided by law. 
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 b. Any person violating this section 
shall, upon conviction for a second or 
subsequent offense, forfeit not less than $500 
nor more than $2,000, together with the costs of 
prosecution, and, in default of payment, may be 
imprisoned as provided by law. 
 
92-6. Bicycle Records. Pawnbrokers and 
secondhand dealers shall record, as part of 
each dealer's required transaction description 
record, the serial number of any bicycle, bicycle 
frame or part of a bicycle that is received in the 
course of business to the extent that all or a 
portion of the serial number remains visible.  
 
92-10. Precious Metal and Gem Dealer's 
License. 1. DEFINITIONS. In this section: 

a. "Jewelry" means any tangible 
article of personal property ordinarily wearable 
on the person consisting in whole or in part of 
gold, silver, platinum, aluminum, lead, 
brass,copper, pewter, alexandrite, diamonds, 
emeralds, garnets, opals, rubies, pearls, jade, 
and such other metals, minerals or gems 
customarily regarded as precious or 
semiprecious. 

b. "Member of the general public" 
means individuals, partnerships, corporations or 
other associations. 

c. "Precious metal and gem dealer" 
means any person, corporation, partnership or 
association which engages in any transaction of 
buying, selling or receiving secondhand jewelry, 
sterling silverware or gold or silver coins or 
bullion to and from the public.  "Precious metal 
and gem dealer" does not include a business 
which smelts, refines, assays or manufactures 
precious metals, gems or valuable articles and 
has no retail operation open to the public. 

d. "Secondhand" means previously 
owned by a member of the general public 
immediately prior to the transaction at hand. It 
does not mean previously owned by a 
wholesaler, retailer or by a secondhand dealer 
licensed under s. 92-2. 

2.  LICENSE REQUIRED. a. No 
person, corporation, partnership or association 
shall engage in the business of dealing in, 
selling and exchanging secondhand jewelry, 
sterling silverware or gold and silver coins or 
bullion without having first obtained a license as 
provided in this section or without having first 
obtained a license issued by another 
municipality as provided in s. 134.71, Wis. Stats. 

b.  The requirements of this section 
shall not apply to: 

b-1.  Any transaction at an occasional 
garage or yard sale, an estate sale, a gun, knife, 
gem or antique show or a convention. 

b-2. Any transaction with a licensed 
secondhand jewelry dealer. 

b-3. Any transaction entered into by a 
person while engaged in a business of smelting, 
refining, assaying or manufacturing precious 
metals, gems or valuable articles if the person 
has no retail operation open to the public. 

b-4. Any transaction between a buyer 
of new jewelry and the person who sold the 
jewelry when new which involves the return of 
the jewelry or the exchange of the jewelry for 
different, new jewelry. 

b-5.  Any transaction as a purchaser of 
secondhand jewelry from a nonprofit 
organization, as defined in s. 101-23.7-1-c, if the 
secondhand jewelry was a gift to the nonprofit 
organization. 

b-6. Any transaction as a seller of 
secondhand jewelry which the person bought 
from a nonprofit organization, as defined in 
s. 101-23.7-1-c, if the secondhand jewelry was a 
gift to the nonprofit organization. 

3. APPLICATION. Application for a 
precious metal and gem dealer's license shall be 
made to the city clerk on forms furnished by the 
city clerk, and shall contain the following:  

a. Name, place and date of birth and 
street residence of the applicant. 

b. The trade name, address of the 
business and name and address of the owner of 
the premises. 

c. Whether the applicant is a natural 
person, corporation or partnership. 

c-1. If the applicant is a corporation, 
the state of incorporation and the names and 
addresses of all officers and directors. 

c-2. If the applicant is a partnership, 
the names and addresses of all partners. 

d. The name of the manager or 
proprietor of the business. 

e. A plan of operation that includes, 
in addition to the information required in pars. a 
to d, the following: 

e-1. The principal location of the 
applicant's business within the city at which all 
records required under s. 92-12 are kept and 
available for inspection. 

e-2. The location or locations at which 
the applicant will conduct business as a precious 
metal and gem dealer within the city. 
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e-3. If transactions involving the sale, 
purchase or exchange of precious metals or 
gems are conducted at locations in addition to 
the identified business premises, a description of 
the manner in which such transactions shall be 
conducted, including whether transactions will 
occur at temporary locations, door-to-door or 
otherwise. 

e-4. The hours of business operation. 
e-5. The status of all permits relating to 

occupancy and business operations upon 
business premises. 

e-6. Plans the applicant has to ensure 
that business is not conducted with minors, 
except as provided in sub. 6-h. 

 e-7. Plans the applicant has to provide 
security for the business premises, for business 
records and for transactions and transportation 
involving precious metals and gems conducted 
at locations other than identified business 
premises. 

e-8. A description of the anticipated 
proportion of the business, in volume of sales or 
monetary value, that will involve transactions in 
precious metals and gems during the license 
period, and the proportion of any transactions by 
percentage that will constitute sales, purchases 
or other exchanges of gold. 

e-9. Identification of any other licenses 
held by the applicant or attached to the 
premises. 

f. Such other reasonable and 
pertinent information as the city clerk may from 
time to time require. 

4. INVESTIGATION. The chief of 
police shall investigate each applicant as 
provided in s. 85-21-2. 

5. ISSUANCE; TERMS. a. The 
common council may authorize or deny the 
license and, upon authorizing issuance of a 
license, may require amendment of a plan of 
operation for promotion and protection of the 
health, welfare and safety of the public. 

b. No license shall be granted to any 
applicant who is not of good professional 
character or who has been convicted of any 
felony, misdemeanor or other offense the 
circumstances of which substantially relate to 
the circumstances of being a precious metal and 
gem dealer. In this paragraph, "applicant" 
includes any individual or partner, and any 
officer, director or agent of any corporate 
applicant. 

c. No precious metal and gem 
dealer's license shall be granted to an individual, 
partnership or a corporate applicant, unless the 
individual applicant, each of the partners, or the 
corporate agent has been a resident of 
Wisconsin continuously for at least 90 days prior 
to the date of the application. 

d.  In authorizing the issuance, denial, 
nonrenewal or revocation of a license, or 
conditioning the issuance of a license upon 
amendment to the plan of operation, the 
common council may consider factors affecting 
the health, welfare and safety of the public that 
include probative evidence of factors provided in 
s. 85-4-4-c relating to activities of persons who 
congregate or may congregate on or around the 
business premises.  

e.  No new or renewal license may be 
granted to an applicant if the application does 
not include the plan of operation required in sub. 
3-f. 

f. See s. 81-99.5 for the required 
license fee. 

g. See s. 85-19 for provisions relating 
to the transfer of licenses and change of 
licensee names 

h.  See ss. 85-35 to 85-39 for 
provisions relating to changes to applications 
and plans of operation. 

6. REGULATIONS. a. Altered or 
Obliterated Serial Number. No licensee shall 
receive any item or property with an altered or 
obliterated serial number, or from which a serial 
number has been removed. 

b. Identification. No precious metal 
and gem dealer shall purchase or exchange any 
property without first securing adequate 
identification from the seller as stipulated in 
s. 92-11. 

c. Recordkeeping. Every licensed 
precious metal and gem dealer shall keep a 
transaction description record as stipulated in 
s. 92-12 for any property purchased or 
exchanged and shall maintain required records 
at the location identified in the application and 
plan of operation. 

d. Transaction Record Reporting. 
Every dealer shall report each transaction 
description record as required in s. 92-13.  

e. Every item purchased or 
exchanged by a licensed precious metal and 
gem dealer shall be open for inspection by the 
chief of police, or the chief's designee, at any 
reasonable time.  
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f. Holding Period. Every property 
exchanged or purchased by a precious metal 
and gem dealer, except gold coins or bullion, or 
silver coins or bullion, shall be kept on the 
dealer's premises separate and apart from any 
other property, unchanged and unaltered from 
the form it was received for 30 days for 
inspection by the chief of police, or the chief's 
designee.  

g. Additional Holding Period. The 
chief of police may, at the chief's sole discretion, 
cause any property exchanged or purchased, 
which the police chief has reason to believe was 
not exchanged or purchased by the lawful 
owner, to be held for an additional holding 
period deemed reasonable by the chief of police 
after the elapse of the initial 30-day holding 
period for identification by the lawful owner. 

h. Minors. No precious metal and 
gem dealer shall have any business dealings as 
a precious metal and gem dealer with any 
person less than 18 years of age, unless that 
person is with the parent or guardian, or the 
dealer obtains or has on file a written consent 
signed in the dealer's presence by the parent or 
guardian granting permission for that person to 
transact business with the dealer.  

i. Stolen Goods. Every precious 
metal and gem dealer shall report to the police 
any item presented to the precious metal and 
gem dealer during the course of business the 
precious metal and gem dealer has reason to 
believe was stolen, either by the person 
presenting the item or another party. 

j. Changes to be reported.  Any 
change to information contained in the 
application or plan of operation shall be reported 
to the city clerk within 10 days. 

7. LICENSE REVOCATION. The 
common council may revoke any license issued 
under this section for fraud, misrepresentation or 
false statement contained in the application for a 
license or in the course of conducting the 
business of precious metal and gem dealer or 
for any violation of this section.   

8. PENALTY. a. Any person, firm or 
corporation violating this section shall, upon 
conviction for a first offense, forfeit not less than 
$50 nor more than $1,000, together with the 
costs of prosecution and, in default of payment, 
may be imprisoned as provided by law.   

b. Any person, firm or corporation 
violating this section shall upon conviction for 
the second and subsequent offenses, forfeit not 
less than $500 nor more than $2,000, together 
with the costs of prosecution, and in default of 

payment, may be imprisoned as provided by 
law. 
 
92-11. Adequate Identification. 1. Adequate 
identification obtained by licensed pawnbrokers, 
secondhand dealers, secondhand motor vehicle 
dealers, and precious metal and gem dealers 
shall be limited to one of the following current 
and unexpired forms of identification: 
 a. A Milwaukee county identification 
card. 

b. A valid Wisconsin motor vehicle 
operator's license. 

c. A state identification card. 
d. A valid motor vehicle operator's 

license, containing a picture, issued by another 
state. 

e. A military identification card. 
f. A valid passport. 
g. An alien registration card. 
h. A non-picture identification 

document issued by a state or the federal 
government, if the dealer also obtains a clear 
imprint of the seller's right index finger. 

i. A senior citizen's identification 
card containing a photograph. 

2. No person pawning, pledging, 
exchanging, consigning, leaving for deposit or 
selling any property with any licensee shall give 
a false or fictitious name, present false or altered 
identification documents, give a false date of 
birth or give a false address of residence or 
telephone number to the licensee gathering 
information for the transaction description 
record. 
 3. PENALTY. a. Any person violating 
this section shall, upon conviction for a first 
offense, forfeit not less than $50 nor more than 
$1,000, together with the costs of prosecution, 
and, in default of payment, may be imprisoned 
as provided by law. 
 b. Any person violating this section 
shall, upon conviction for a second or 
subsequent offense, forfeit not less than $500 
nor more than $2,000, together with the costs of 
prosecution, and, in default of payment, may be 
imprisoned as provided by law. 
 
92-11.5.  Transaction Involving Article Not 
Owned. 1. PROHIBITION.  No person shall 
pawn, pledge, sell, consign, leave or deposit any 
article of property with or to a licensed 
pawnbroker, secondhand dealer, secondhand 
motor vehicle dealer or precious metal and gem 
dealer if one or more of the following is true: 
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 a. The article of property is not 
owned by the person. 
 b. The article of property is the 
property of another, regardless of whether the 
transaction is occurring with the permission of 
the owner. 
 c. Another person has a security 
interest in the article of property. 
 2. EXCEPTION.  Subsection 1 shall 
not apply to any person pledging, selling, 
consigning, leaving or depositing any article of 
property with or to a licensed pawnbroker, 
secondhand dealer, secondhand motor vehicle 
dealer or precious metal and gem dealer if the 
person is any of the following: 
 a. A duly executed power of attorney 
for the owner of the property. 
 b. A personal representative of the 
estate to which the property belongs. 
 c. The recipient of a lawful written 
authorization to pledge, sell, consign, leave or 
deposit the property issued by the owner of the 
property prior to the time of the transaction. 
 3. PENALTY. a. Any person violating 
this section shall, upon conviction for a first 
offense, forfeit not less than $50 nor more than 
$1,000, together with the costs of prosecution, 
and, in default of payment, may be imprisoned 
as provided by law. 
 b. Any person violating this section 
shall, upon conviction for a second or 
subsequent offense, forfeit not less than $500 
nor more than $2,000, together with the costs of 
prosecution, and, in default of payment, may be 
imprisoned as provided by law. 
 
92-12. Transaction Description Record. 1. 
Transaction description records shall be kept 
either as computer files or in a written document 
approved by the chief of police, or the chief's 
designee. Written transaction description record 
documents shall be legible and in ink, and no 
entry made shall be erased, obliterated or 
defaced. Licensed precious metal and gem 
dealers may keep transaction description 
records as sequentially numbered invoices. 
Blank or voided invoices kept by precious metal 
and gem dealers as transaction description 
records shall be kept in sequence. 
Computerized files, written documents and 
invoices of transaction description records shall 
be open to inspection by the chief of police, or 
the chief's designee, at any reasonable time. 
Computerized files, written documents and 

invoices of transaction description records shall 
be maintained and retained for one year.  

2. Transaction description records 
shall include: 

a. The date and time of the 
transaction.  

b. A complete description in English 
of the item or property pawned, pledged, 
consigned, exchanged or purchased including 
when applicable, but not limited to, any 
trademark, identification number, serial number, 
model number, brand name, any engraved 
number, word or initial, a description of any 
settings, a description by weight and design of 
the property, other identification marks and 
inscriptions of a personal nature, whether the 
property is a male or female item or property.  

c. The amount of money loaned or 
paid.  

d. The name, address and date of 
birth of the person pawning, pledging, 
exchanging, consigning or selling the item or 
property.  

e. Identification number from and a 
photocopy of the identification obtained as 
stipulated s. 92-11.  

f. A signed, written declaration of 
ownership from the person pawning, pledging, 
exchanging, consigning or selling the item or 
property, separate and apart from any 
computerized records maintained and on a form 
approved by the chief of police, or the chief's 
designee, stating whether the person owns the 
item or property, how long the person has 
owned the item or property, whether the person 
or another found the item or property, and if 
found, the details of its finding. 

3. Photographs. a.  Each transaction 
description shall include a color photograph or 
color video recording of: 

a-1. Each customer pawning, pledging, 
consigning, exchanging or selling an item or 
property. 

a-2. Every item or property pawned, 
pledged, consigned, exchanged or sold without 
a unique serial or identification number 
permanently engraved or affixed 

a-3. Every item or property received by 
a secondhand dealer, except clothing and 
clothing accessories, to be placed on sale at a 
price of $10 or greater and including but not 
limited to tools, electronic devices and musical 
instruments, with or without unique serial or 
identification numbers permanently engraved or 
affixed thereto. 
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b. Photographs shall be at least 2 
inches square. Photographs and video 
recordings shall be time and date stamped and 
maintained so they can be readily matched and 
correlated with all other records of the 
transaction. The photographs and video 
recordings shall be available to the chief of 
police, or the chief's designee, upon request. 
The major portion of the photograph or the video 
recording of persons shall include an identifiable 
facial image. Property photographed or video 
recorded shall be accurately depicted. The 
licensee shall inform the person that he or she is 
being photographed or video recorded by 
displaying a sign of sufficient size in a 
conspicuous place on the premises. The 
licensee shall keep the photograph or video 
recording for 3 months. 

4. The person pawning, pledging, 
consigning, exchanging or selling the item or 
property shall electronically sign the 
computerized record, or sign an alternate form 
approved by the chief of police, or the chief's 
designee, if computerized records are 
maintained, or sign the written document 
transaction descriptions record or the invoice.  

5. Transaction records shall include 
any other reasonable information the chief of 
police may from time to time require. 

 
92-13. Transaction Description Records 
Reporting.  1.  WEBSITE REPORTING. a. All 
transaction description records, except for 
signed declarations of ownership and patron 
signatures on transaction description records, 
shall be reported not later than the close of each 
business day by posting and uploading all 
transaction description records to the Internet 
website approved by the chief of police, or the 
chief's designee, according to the protocols of 
the website. All transaction description record 
postings and uploads shall be complete and 
accurate.  

b. Each licensee shall display a sign, 
provided by the police department, of sufficient 
size and in a conspicuous place on the premises 
informing patrons all transactions are reported to 
the police department daily through website 
postings.  

2. Access to Transaction Description 
Records. The police department may allow 
access to transaction description records posted 
or uploaded to its approved Internet website or 
provide copies of transaction description records 
and provide copies of declarations of ownership 
to any other law enforcement agency. 

 3. Website Record Entry Failures. a. 
Any transaction description record which cannot 
be posted or uploaded to the police-approved 
Internet website by the close of the business day 
due to technical malfunction shall be posted or 
uploaded by 12 noon the next business day; and 
failing that, a hardcopy of the transaction 
description record including photographs or 
video recordings shall be delivered to the chief 
of police, or the chief's designee, in a format 
approved by the chief of police, or the chief's 
designee, by 12 noon the next business day 
following the initial post or upload failure. 
Licensees shall continue to deliver hardcopies of 
transaction description records to the police 
chief, or the chief's designee, so long as website 
record post or upload failures persist.  

b. If website post or upload failures 
are determined to be due to the licensee's 
system or Internet connection, a licensee shall 
be charged a $100 daily penalty beginning on 
the fourth business day following the initial post 
or upload failure and continuing until transaction 
description records are again posted and 
uploaded to the police-approved Internet 
website. The police department may delay, 
reduce or forego daily reporting penalties for 
posting or uploading failures as the chief of 
police, or the chief's designee, sees fit without 
cause. 

c. A licensee shall post or upload to 
the police-approved Internet website all 
transaction description records described in par. 
a not later than the close of the second business 
day following correction of the technical 
malfunction. Licensees shall be charged a $100 
daily penalty beginning on the third business day 
following correction of the technical malfunction 
and continuing until all transaction description 
records in arrears are properly posted and 
uploaded to the police-approved Internet 
website. The police department may delay, 
reduce or forego daily reporting penalties for 
posting or uploading failures as the chief of 
police, or the chief's designee, sees fit without 
cause. 
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 LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
 CHAPTER 92 
Abbreviations: 
am = amended ra = renumbered and amended rn = renumbered 
cr = created rc = repealed and recreated rp = repealed 
 
Section Action         File         Passed         Effective 
 
92-1 rc 79-191 6/28/79 7/14/79 
92-1-3-e rn to 92-1-3-f 160192 9/20/2016 10/7/2016 
92-1-3-e cr 160192 9/20/2016 10/7/2016 
92-1-4 rc 110991 4/11/2012 4/28/2012 
92-1-5-b am 911767 1/21/92 2/7/92 
92-1-5-b am 160068 6/14/2016 7/1/2016 
92-1-5-e rc 111624 4/11/2012 4/28/2012 
92-1-5-e rc 120706 3/21/2013 4/10/2013 
92-1-5-f cr 160192 9/20/2016 10/7/2016 
92-1-6 rc 100208 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-1-6-a-3 cr 83-1869 11/13/84 12/5/84 
92-1-6-b ra to 92-1-6-b-1 83-1869 11/13/84 12/5/84 
92-1-6-b-2 cr 83-1869 11/13/84 12/5/84 
92-1-6-b-3 cr 83-1869 11/13/84 12/5/84 
92-1-8 am 81-283 1/5/83 1/22/83 
92-2 rc 83-1868 1/22/85 2/9/85 
92-2-1-b rn to 92-2-1-c 131641 5/13/2014 5/31/2014 
92-2-1-b cr 131641 5/13/2014 5/31/2014 
92-2-1-b rn to 92-2-1-c 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-2-1-b cr 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-2-1-b rn to 92-2-1-c 181769 3/26/2019 4/12/2019 
92-2-1-b cr 181769 3/26/2019 4/12/2019 
92-2-1-c rn to 92-2-1-d 131641 5/13/2014 5/31/2014 
92-2-1-c rn to 92-2-1-d 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-2-1-c rn to 92-2-1-d 181769 3/26/2019 4/12/2019 
92-2-1-d rn to 92-2-1-e 131641 5/13/2014 5/31/2014 
92-2-1-d rn to 92-2-1-e 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-2-1-d rn to 92-2-1-e 181769 3/26/2019 4/12/2019 
92-2-1-e rn to 92-2-1-f 131641 5/13/2014 5/31/2014 
92-2-1-e rn to 92-2-1-f 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-2-1-e rn to 92-2-1-f 181769 3/26/2019 4/12/2019 
92-2-1-f rn to 92-2-1-g 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-2-1-f rn to 92-2-1-g 181769 3/26/2019 4/12/2019 
92-2-1-g rn to 92-2-1-h 181769 3/26/2019 4/12/2019 
92-2-1-g am 181769 3/26/2019 4/12/2019 
92-2-1-i cr 181769 3/26/2019 4/12/2019 
92-2-2-c am 921955 4/8/93 4/28/93 
92-2-2-c am 930107 5/25/93 6/12/93 
92-2-2-c am 121052 12/18/2012 1/10/2013 
92-2-2-d am 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-2-2-e am 090222 7/7/2009 7/24/2009 
92-2-3-c rp 110346 9/20/2011 10/7/2011 
92-2-3-d rn to 92-2-3-c 110346 9/20/2011 10/7/2011 
92-2-3-d-2 am 84-1989 4/19/85 5/9/85 
92-2-3-e rn to 92-2-3-d 110346 9/20/2011 10/7/2011 
92-2-3-e rn to 92-2-3-f 160192 9/20/2016 10/7/2016 
92-2-3-e cr 160192 9/20/2016 10/7/2016 
92-2-3-f rn to 92-2-3-e 110346 9/20/2011 10/7/2011 
92-2-4 am 110346 9/20/2011 10/7/2011
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92-2-4 rc 110991 4/11/2012 4/28/2012 
92-2-5-a am 131502 4/22/2014 5/9/2014 
92-2-5-c am 160068 6/14/2016 7/1/2016 
92-2-5-e cr 111624 4/11/2012 4/28/2012 
92-2-5-f cr 160192 9/20/2016 10/7/2016 
92-2-6 rc 100208 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-2-6-c rc 131641 5/13/2014 5/31/2014 
92-2-6-d am 121478 3/21/2013 4/10/2013 
92-2-6-d am 131641 5/13/2014 5/31/2014 
92-2-6-f am 131641 5/13/2014 5/31/2014 
92-2-6-h rp 131368 2/11/2014 2/28/2014 
92-2-6-i rn to 92-2-6-h 131368 2/11/2014 2/28/2014 
92-2-7 rc 100208 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-2-8 rc 100208 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-3 cr 80-1081 10/21/80 11/6/80 
92-3 rc 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-3-1 rc 070144 5/8/2007 5/25/2007 
92-3-2-a am 85-1780 3/4/86 3/21/86 
92-3-2-a am 070144 5/8/2007 5/25/2007 
92-3-2-a am 070789 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-3-2-c am 070789 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-3-2-d cr 070144 5/8/2007 5/25/2007 
92-3-2-e cr 100208 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-3-2-f cr 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-3-c cr 070789 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-3-3-d cr 111273 2/28/2012 3/16/2012 
92-3-3-e rn to 92-3-3-f 111273 2/28/2012 3/16/2012 
92-3-3-e cr 111273 2/28/2012 3/16/2012 
92-3-4.3 cr 070789 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-3-4.3 rc 110991 4/11/2012 4/28/2012 
92-3-4.5 cr 090255 7/28/2009 8/14/2009 
92-3-5 rc 051418 2/28/2006 3/17/2006 
92-3-5-0 am 080009 5/20/2008 6/7/2008 
92-3-5-a am 080009 5/20/2008 6/7/2008 
92-3-5-a am 090255 7/28/2009 8/14/2009 
92-3-5-b rc 131502 4/22/2014 5/9/2014 
92-3-5-b-2 am 090255 7/28/2009 8/14/2009 
92-3-5-c rp 131502 4/22/2014 5/9/2014 
92-3-5-d rp 131502 4/22/2014 5/9/2014 
92-3-5-e rp 131502 4/22/2014 5/9/2014 
92-3-5-e-2 am 090255 7/28/2009 8/14/2009 
92-3-5-e-7 cr 090255 7/28/2009 8/14/2009 
92-3-6-e am 111273 2/28/2012 3/16/2012 
92-3-6-e rc 111624 4/11/2012 4/28/2012 
92-3-5-f rp 131502 4/22/2014 5/9/2014 
92-3-5-g rp 131502 4/22/2014 5/9/2014 
92-3-5-h rp 131502 4/22/2014 5/9/2014 
92-3-7 rc 882248 4/25/89 5/13/89 
92-3-7 rn to 92-3-8 051418 2/28/2006 3/17/2006 
92-3-7 cr 051418 2/28/2006 3/17/2006 
92-3-7 rc 080189 7/1/2008 7/19/2008 
92-3-7-a am 85-1780 3/4/86 3/21/86 
93-3-7-a rc 991039 11/29/99 12/16/99 
92-3-7-c am 901207 1/22/91 2/8/91 
92-3-7-h am 902041 4/23/91 5/10/91 
92-3-7-h am 041442 2/22/2005 3/11/2005 
92-3-8 rc 911935 11/9/93 11/30/93
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92-3-8 rn to 92-3-9 051418 2/28/2006 3/17/2006 
92-3-8 rc 100208 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-3-8-d-5 am 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-e rc 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-f-0 am 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-g rn to 92-3-8-h 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-g cr 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-h am 061035 5/8/2007 7/1/2007 
92-3-8-h rn to 92-3-8-i 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-i rn to 92-3-8-j 061146 7/11/2007 7/28/2007 
92-3-8-i cr 061146 7/11/2007 7/28/2007 
92-3-8-i rn to 92-3-8-j 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-i rc 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-j rn to 92-3-8-k 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-j am 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-k rn to 92-3-8-L 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-L rn to 92-3-8-m 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-m rn to 92-3-8-n 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-n rn to 92-3-8-o 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-n-3 cr 131726 6/24/2014 7/12/2014 
92-3-8-o rn to 92-3-8-p 100365 5/3/2011 5/20/2011 
92-3-8-q cr 111273 2/28/2012 3/16/2012 
92-3-8-r cr 131726 6/24/2014 7/12/2014 
92-3-9 am 81-283 1/5/83 1/22/83 
92-3-9 rc 031615 6/15/2004 7/2/2004 
92-3-9 rn to 92-3-10 051418 2/28/2006 3/17/2006 
92-3-9 rc 051418 2/28/2006 3/17/2006 
92-3-9-b rc 080009 5/20/2008 6/7/2008 
92-3-9-c rc 080009 5/20/2008 6/7/2008 
92-3-9-d rc 080009 5/20/2008 6/7/2008 
92-3-9-e cr 080009 5/20/2008 6/7/2008 
92-3-9-e rp 080189 7/1/2008 7/19/2008 
92-3-9-e cr 090255 7/28/2009 8/14/2009 
92-3-9-f cr 080009 5/20/2008 6/7/2008 
92-3-9-f rp 080189 7/1/2008 7/19/2008 
92-3-10 am 061146 7/11/2007 7/28/2007 
92-3-11 rc 160192 9/20/2016 10/7/2016 
92-3-15.5 cr 160183 7/26/2016 8/12/2016 
92-4 cr 83-495 1/4/84 1/20/84 
92-4 rp 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-4-3 rp 131559 4/22/2014 7/1/2014 
92-6 cr 090465 12/22/2009 1/9/2010 
92-6 rc 100208 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-6 am 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-10 cr 84-731 1/22/85 2/9/85 
92-10-1-c am 84-731-a 1/21/86 2/7/86 
92-10-1-c am 86-1120 2/3/87 2/20/87 
92-10-1-c am 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-10-2 rc 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-10-2-a am 84-731-b 3/25/86 4/12/86 
92-10-2-a am 86-1120 2/3/87 2/20/87 
92-10-2-b-4 rp 84-731-a 1/21/86 2/7/86 
92-10-2-b-5 rn 84-731-a 1/21/86 2/7/86 
92-10-2-b-5 cr 84-731-b 3/25/86 4/12/86 
92-10-2-b-5 am 171057 11/28/2017 12/15/2017 
92-10-2-b-6 am 171057 11/28/2017 12/15/2017 
92-10-2.5 cr 100121 6/15/2010 7/1/2010
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92-10-2.5 rp 100991 5/24/2011 6/14/2011 
92-10-3-c rp 110346 9/20/2011 10/7/2011 
92-10-3-d rn to 92-1-3-c 110346 9/20/2011 10/7/2011 
92-10-3-e rn to 92-1-3-d 110346 9/20/2011 10/7/2011 
92-10-3-e m to  92-10-3-f 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-10-3-e cr 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-10-3-f rn to 92-1-3-e 110346 9/20/2011 10/7/2011 
92-10-4 am 110346 9/20/2011 10/7/2011 
92-10-4 rc 110991 4/11/2012 4/28/2012 
92-10-5-a am 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-10-5-c rc 081128 2/10/09 2/27/09 
92-10-5-d rn to 92-10-5-f 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-10-5-d cr 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-10-5-e cr 111624 4/11/2012 4/28/2012 
92-10-5-e rn to 92-10-5-g 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-10-5-e cr 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-10-5-h cr 160192 9/20/2016 10/7/2016 
92-10-6 rc 100208 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-10-6-a-0 am 84-731-a 1/21/86 2/7/86 
92-10-6-a-0 am 86-1120 2/3/87 2/20/87 
92-10-6-c am 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-10-6-c-2 am 84-731-a 1/21/86 2/7/86 
92-10-6-c-2 am 86-1120 2/3/87 2/20/87 
92-10-6-c-5 cr 84-731-a 1/21/86 2/7/86 
92-10-6-d-1 am 86-1120 2/3/87 2/20/87 
92-10-6-d-2 am 86-1120 2/3/87 2/20/87 
92-10-6-d-3 cr 84-731-a 1/21/86 2/7/86 
92-10-6-e-1 am 84-731-a 1/21/86 2/7/86 
92-10-6-e-1 am 86-1120 2/3/87 2/20/87 
92-10-6-j cr 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-10-8 am 110384 5/22/2012 6/12/2012 
92-11 cr 100208 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-11-a-0 rn to 92-11-1-0 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11-a-1 rn to 92-11-1-a 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11-a-2 rn to 92-11-1-b 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11-a-3 rn to 92-11-1-c 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11-a-4 rn to 92-11-1-d 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11-a-5 rn to 92-11-1-e 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11-a-6 rn to 92-11-1-f 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11-a-7 rn to 92-11-1-g 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11-a-8 rn to 92-11-1-h 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11-a-9 rn to 92-11-1-i 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11-b rn to 92-11-2 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11-1 am 151199 3/29/2016 4/15/2016 
92-11-3 cr 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11.5 cr 120348 7/24/2012 8/10/2012 
92-11.5-1 am 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-11.5-2 am 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015 
92-12 cr 100208 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-12-3-a-3 cr 121478 3/21/2013 4/10/2013 
92-13 cr 100208 7/7/2010 7/24/2010 
92-13 Sunset repealed 100991 5/24/2010 6/14/2010 
92-13-1 rc 141893 9/22/2015 10/9/2015
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104-1 Power to Tear Down Buildings to 
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104-15 Obstructing Firemen or Policemen 
 
104-1. Power to Tear Down Buildings to 
Check Fire. The chief engineer and his 
assistants may direct the firemen to remove, tear 
down, or otherwise dispose of any building, 
erection or fence, when it shall become 
absolutely necessary to do so for the purpose of 
stopping or checking the progress of the fire. 
 
104-3. Fires in Neighboring Municipalities 
and Beyond County Limits. 1. In case of a fire 
or other emergency in any municipality of the 
county of Milwaukee, the chief engineer of the 
fire department may, in his discretion, permit or 
direct any officer or member of the fire 
department to go to the fire or other emergency 
with or without an engine or other fire apparatus 
under his or their care, provided, that previously 
thereto arrangements shall have been made 
satisfactory to the mayor and the chief of the fire 
department for the payment of a specified 
consideration for the use of such engines or 
other apparatus. 

2. The chief of the fire department 
may send equipment and personnel in excess of 
that which is specified in the reciprocal fire 
service agreements to other municipalities when 
such aid is requested.  The fee specified in 
s. 81-52.5 shall be charged to any city, town or 
village for every engine (pumper), truck (hook & 
ladder), rescue squad, water tower, water tank 
truck, special equipment, or wrecker, together 

with its regularly assigned personnel, which may 
be requested by the respective municipality 
which is in excess of that determined by thechief 
of the Milwaukee fire department to be the 
amount eligible for reciprocal fire service or a 
no-charge basis. 

3. The chief engineer shall also have 
the power to grant permission to any officer or 
member of the fire department to go with or 
without any engine or other fire apparatus to any 
municipality of the county for civil defense 
exercises, demonstrations, or training, and to be 
absent such lengths of time as he may direct. 

4. The chief engineer shall also have 
the power to grant permission to any officer or 
member of the fire department to go with or 
without any engine or other fire apparatus 
beyond the limits of the county of Milwaukee for 
civil defense exercises, demonstrations, or 
training, or for fire fighting purposes, disasters, or 
other emergencies, to be absent such length of 
time as he may direct; and any officer who shall 
take, permit or suffer any engine or other fire 
apparatus under his charge to be taken beyond 
the limits of the county of Milwaukee without 
such order or permission shall for each offense 
forfeit a penalty of not less than $10 nor 
exceeding $25. 
 
104-5. Interference with Fire Department 
While Making Inspections. Any person 
interfering with any inspection made in 
accordance with the laws of the state of 
Wisconsin by the chief engineer of the fire 
department or the officers or members of the fire 
department shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine 
of not less than $5 nor more than $25, or by 
imprisonment in the house of correction of 
Milwaukee county for a period of not exceeding 
30 days. 
 
104-7. False Alarm; Meddling with Apparatus. 
1.  It shall be unlawful for any person to give, or 
cause to be given a false alarm, with intent to 
deceive, or to pull the lever of any signal box, 
except in accordance with regulations 
established for its use, or to tamper, meddle, or 
to interfere in any way with said boxes, or any 
part thereof, or to cut, injure, break, deface, or 
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remove any of said boxes, or any of the wires or 
supports thereof connected with any part of said 
system; or to make any connection or 
communication therewith so as to interrupt or 
interfere with the proper working of said system, 
or with evil intent to injure, break or destroy any 
machinery or fixtures connected with said 
systems. 

a. Any person guilty of the violation of 
any of the provisions of this section shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be fined a sum not less than 
$100, nor more than $500, or by imprisonment in 
the house of correction for not less than 30 days, 
nor more than one year, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment, at the discretion of the court, with 
costs of prosecution. 

b. Conviction for repetition of the 
violation of any of the provisions of this section 
shall make imprisonment mandatory for a period 
of not less than 30 days, nor more than one 
year, and may be further fined a sum of not less 
than $100, nor more than $500, for each offense, 
at the discretion of the court, with costs of 
prosecution. 
 
104-9. Driving Over Fire Hose Prohibited. If 
any wagon, car, street railway car, or other 
vehicle be driven over the hose belonging to the 
fire department of the city of Milwaukee, laid in 
the streets at the occurrence of any fire in the 
city, or at any alarm of fire, the driver or owner or 
drivers of such vehicle shall be subject to 
prosecution, and upon conviction shall be fined 
in any sum not exceeding $25 for the first 
offense, and upon any subsequent conviction for 
the same offense shall be subject to a fine of not 
more than $50, in the discretion of the court, with 
the cost of prosecution. 
 
104-10. Placing Snow Near Fire Hydrant 
Prohibited. 1.  PROHIBITED. It shall be 
unlawful for any person to shovel, blow, pile, 
plow or otherwise place snow or ice into an area 
within 3 feet of a fire hydrant.  
 2. EXCEPTION. This provision shall 
not apply to operators of mechanical equipment 
removing snow from the public way under the 
authority of the commissioner of public works. 
 3. PENALTY. Any person convicted 
of violating this section shall be subject to a 
forfeiture of not less than $25 nor more than 
$100 for each violation, and in default of 
payment thereof shall be imprisoned as provided 
by law. 

104-11. Fire Training Course for Key Hotel 
Employes. 1. COMPULSORY. The manager, 
owner or person in charge of any hotel in the city 
of Milwaukee shall require such number of key 
persons employed by such hotels as may be 
designated by the chief engineer of the fire 
department to enroll and complete within 60 
days after the commencement of their 
employment a course of instruction in fire drills 
and the use of fire extinguishers and other fire 
fighting appliances with the Milwaukee fire 
department.  The facilities of the training school 
of the Milwaukee fire department shall be utilized 
for such training purposes and the extent of any 
training course shall be determined by the chief 
engineer of the fire department. 

2. PENALTY. It shall be unlawful for 
the manager, owner or person in charge of any 
hotel in the city of Milwaukee to employ any key 
persons mentioned in this section who fail to 
comply with the provisions of this section, and 
any manager, owner or person in charge 
violating this section shall be subject to a fine of 
not less than $10 nor more than $100 for each 
and every offense or by imprisonment in the 
county jail or house of correction for a period of 
not less than 10 days nor more than 90 days. 
Each day that any such person shall be 
employed after the expiration of 60 days without 
enrolling and completing such training course 
shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
104-13. Fire Drills in Public, Private or 
Parochial Schools. 1. REQUIRED. The person 
having direct charge of any public, private or 
parochial school shall, at least once each month 
without previous warning, drill all pupils in the 
proper method of departure from the building as 
if in case of fire. The provisions of this section 
shall be observed except when, in the judgment 
of the principal or person having such direct 
charge, he shall deem that the health of the 
pupils may be endangered by inclement weather 
conditions. 

2. REPORT. The principal or person 
having direct charge of any public, private or 
parochial school shall annually render a brief 
concise report pertaining to the drills provided for 
in this section on forms furnished by the 
Milwaukee fire department. Such report shall be 
submitted to the chief of the fire department. 
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104-15.  Obstructing Firemen or Policemen.  
Any person who shall willfully hinder, obstruct or 
otherwise interfere with the fire or police 
department, or any member thereof, while 
engaged in fighting a fire or in traveling thereto 
or therefrom, or while otherwise engaged in the 
performance of his duty or any official function, 
or who shall willfully damage or destroy property 
belonging to the fire or police department, or any 
member thereof, while so engaged, or who shall 
commit an assault, battery, or throw any object 
which could inflict bodily harm upon a member of 
the fire or police department while so engaged, 
shall forfeit not less than fifty dollars ($50) nor 
more than five hundred dollars ($500), and in 
default thereof be imprisoned in the house of 
correction for a period of not less than 90 days 
nor more than six months. 
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 LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
 CHAPTER 104 
 
Abbreviations: 
am = amended ra = renumbered and amended rn = renumbered 
cr = created rc = repealed and recreated rp = repealed 
 
Section Action File Passed Effective 
 
Ch. 104 cr 881930 3/7/89  3/25/89 
104-10 cr 181757 3/26/2019 4/12/2019 
104-17 rn 891785 1/16/90 2/3/90 
104-19 rc 870554 4/4/89  7/20/89 
104-19 rn 891785 1/16/90 2/3/90 
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