
 

  

 
 
December 5, 2018 
 
Communications Dept. 
Water Landmarks Committee, AWWA 
6666 W. Quincy Avenue 
Denver, CO 80235 
 
Dear Friends in Water: 
 
On behalf of the Milwaukee Water Works and the Department of Public Works, I am pleased to submit the 
attached materials for the Linnwood Water Treatment Plant to be recognized with an AWWA Water Landmark 
Award. We have reviewed the AWWA criteria for the American/Canadian/Mexican Water Landmark Award and 
believe the plant meets all of the requirements for designation as such. 
 
The plant on the shore of Lake Michigan will mark its 80th year of continuous service on July 2, 2019. The 
professionalism and dedication of decades of Milwaukee Water Works employees, consultants, and contractors 
and the guidance of elected City of Milwaukee officials have ensured its reliable service. On a typical day, the 
Linnwood Water Treatment Plant and the Howard Avenue Water Treatment plant provide 94 million gallons of 
water to a customer base of 862,000 people in 16 communities. 
 
I am pleased to note the Milwaukee Water Works North Point Water Tower was among the first to be designated 
an AWWA Water Landmark in the inaugural program of 1969. The Linnwood Water Treatment Plant is recognized 
as a historically significant and iconic structure in the City of Milwaukee. The plant provided water that passed 
through the North Point Water Tower from 1939-1963 until the tower was taken out of service. We would be 
honored to have another integral part of the Milwaukee Water Works join the ranks of AWWA Water Landmarks. 
 
We would appreciate your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Mark J. Scheller 
Office of the Superintendent 
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Name:   ______________________________    Submit to: Section 

 

AMERICAN / CANADIAN / MEXICAN  WATER  LANDMARK  AWARD 

 
1. Name of candidate facility:     

 

Location:     Age:     
 

 
2.  Eligibility/Justification:   Please answer questions below briefly.   Attach background 

data with detail on these basic questions as well as photographs, drawings, or plans 
illustrating the facility's worthiness as a candidate. 

 
 

When was facility designed? ___________________________                                                                                                   

When did construction begin?                                               end?  ________________ 

When was facility dedicated?   __________________________   

                                                                                             

Facility is owned by: _______________________________________ 

 

Maintained by:  ____________________________________________                                                                                                                       

 

Purpose for which facility was designed:   
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 Is it still used for its intended purpose?          Yes                 No                    

 
If not:  a)  When was use discontinued and why?       
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            

 

             b)  How is it now being used? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Submitted by: _______________________________________    Date: ___________ 

 

Address: ______________________________ 

 

  ______________________________ 

 

  ______________________________ 

 

Phone:  (      )  ___________________________ 

 

 

Email:  _________________________________________ 

 

 

Nominating Section: _______________________________________ 

 

 

Approved by Section: ________________________________________ 

 
 


	Name: Jeffrey S. Polenske, P.E.
	Name of candidate facility: Linnwood Water Treatment Plant
	Location: 3000 N. Lincoln Memorial Drive, Milwaukee, WI
	Age: 80 years in 2019
	When was facility designed: 1934
	When did construction begin: 1935
	end: 1939
	When was facility dedicated: fully operational July 1, 1939
	Facility is owned by: Milwaukee Water Works, City of Milwaukee
	Maintained by: Milwaukee Water Works 
	Purpose: The City of Milwaukee's first plant provides drinking water using Lake Michigan as its source. Following high death rates from typhoid and attempts to chlorinate the water supply, the city Health Commissioner in 1910 advised the Milwaukee Water Works to chlorinate the water supply with calcium hypochlorite, and liquid chlorine in 1915. Because of objectionable taste and odors  construction of a water treatment plant to include coagulation, sedimentation, filtration and disinfection was authorized by the Common Council in 1933. The plant was designed by Alvord Burdick & Howson of Chicago on a 24-acre landfill on the shore on an extension of E. Linnwood Avenue. The project was funded by the Works Progress Administration and water revenue bonds at a cost of $5.5 million. Plant capacity was 200 MGD. Four original pumps were 50 MGD rate each and a fifth at 75 MGD. The pumps lifted lake water to a height of 30 feet above lake level, with water flowing by gravity through filtration, the 30 MG clear well to two external pumping stations. The intake is 6,565 foot intake stretches east into the lake where water depth is 62 feet.
	Yes: Choice1
	No: Off
	If not -: 
	used now: Entering 80 years of continuous operation, the Linnwood WTP is one of two plants providing water treated with ozonation, coagulation, flocculation, settling, and biologically active filtration. Chlorine is a secondary disinfectant. Fluoride is added. A phosphorous compound provides corrosion control. Chloramine disinfection maintains a residual in the distribution system. Average daily pumpage for the utility in 2017 was 94.3 million gallons serving 862,000 people in 16 communities.Since the 1993 Cryptosporidium crisis in Milwaukee, the Milwaukee Water Works (MWW) has invested over $508 million in its infrastructure to ensure a reliable supply of safe water. The Water Research Foundation honored the MWW with its 2016 Outstanding Subscriber Award for Applied Research for the utility response during two decades after the crisis. 
	Submitted by: Jeffrey S. Polenske, P.E.
	Date: 12/5/18
	Address: Commissioner of Public Works 
	undefined: 841 N. Broadway Room 501
	undefined_2: Milwaukee, WI 53202
	Area code: 414
	undefined_3: 286-3301
	Email: jpolen@milwaukee.gov
	Nominating Section: Wisconsin
	Approved by Section: 12/5/18


