
 

 
 

814 W. Wisconsin Ave. • Milwaukee, WI 53233 • 414-286-3020 
 

 
BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  

OF 
THE LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 

MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 
 

  Thursday, November 5, 2026 
8:00 a.m. 

 
Virtual via Microsoft Teams: 

Meeting ID: 231 782 500 696 61 
Passcode: TN66EW9a 

 
Dial in by phone 

Phone number: 414‐251‐0392 
Phone conference ID: 565 444 293# 

 
Committee Members:  Chair Michael Morgan, Vice‐Chair Ald. Larresa Taylor, Matt Kowalski, Teresa Mercado, 
Katie Sanders, Jennifer Meyer‐Stearns, Secretary, Rebecca Colby, Secretary’s Assistant (414) 286‐3021 

 
1. Approval of the Minutes.  The Committee will review the minutes from the September 3, 2026 meeting.  

Attachment A, page 2 
 
2. Facilities Projects Update.  Library Facilities Manager PJ Woboril will present an update on the current 

facilities projects. 
Attachment B, page 12 

 
3. Midtown Update.  Library Construction Projects Manager Yves LaPierre will present an update on the 

Midtown project. 
 
4. LEED Gold Standard Certification.  Interim Library Director Jennifer Meyer‐Stearns will share information 

about the City’s LEED Gold certification. 
 

Persons engaged in lobbying as defined in s. 305‐43‐4 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances are required to register with the City Clerk’s 
Office License Division. More information is available at www.milwaukee.gov/lobby or by calling (414) 286‐2238. 
 

Please be advised that members of the Milwaukee Common Council who are also members of this body may attend this meeting. In 
addition, Common Council members who are not members of this body may attend this meeting to participate or to gather information. 
A quorum of the Common Council or any of its standing committees may be present, but no formal Common Council action will be taken 
at this meeting. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities.  Make requests 
to the Library Director’s Office at (414)286‐3021, 286‐2794 (FAX), or Central Library, 814 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53233 Attn: 
Accommodation Request.    
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MILWAUKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
MINUTES  

 
Thursday, September 3, 2026 

 
Video Conference via Microsoft Teams 

 
PRESENT:  Michael Morgan, Teresa Mercado, Jennifer Meyer‐Stearns 
 
EXCUSED:  Ald. Larresa Taylor, Matt Kowalski 
 
STAFF:  Tim Fluhr, Ha Hoang, Melissa Howard, Dan Keeley, Yves LaPierre,  

Rebecca Schweisberger, Jessica Wolf 
 

OTHERS:  Budget and Policy Division: Nathaniel Haack 
                       

Chair Michael Morgan called the MPL Board of Trustees Building and Development Committee meeting 
to order at 8:03 a.m. on September 3, 2026 without a quorum present.   

 
1. Approval of the Minutes.  Chair Morgan entertained a motion to accept the minutes from the  

May 7, 2026 meeting.  Trustee Taylor moved approval of the minutes and Trustee Mercado seconded.  
Motion passed. 

 
2. Current Projects Update.   Library Facilities Manager PJ Woboril presented and update on  the  fire 

alarm system and masonry projects.  The fire alarm system at Central Library is progressing well and 
work has been completed on the Tiers 1‐3 and Floors 3‐4.  Work is ongoing in the remaining areas and 
is expected to be completed by the end of the year.  The contract award for Phase 1 of the masonry 
project was awarded to Building Restoration Corporation.  The scope of Phase 1 includes repairs to a 
parapet wall around the outside of the original building and two eagle statues that flank the rotunda. 
The eagles will be removed from the building and restored in a workshop.  Photos of the areas are 
attached to these minutes.  Informational item. 
 

3. Midtown Update.   Library Construction Projects Manager Yves  LaPierre  shared an update on  the 
Midtown project.   MPL  is working with Engberg Anderson architects  to evaluate  the building and 
develop  preliminary  plans  for  the  space.    The  Department  of  Public  Works  is  performing  an 
assessment of the current building and  identifying potential tenants.  Community engagement and 
stakeholder outreach will begin in fall 2026.  Informational item. 

 
4. 2027 Budget Capital Request.  Library Director Jennifer Meyer‐Stearns reviewed the 2027 City budget 

capital request.   Capital projects  for 2027  include: repairs to the Central Library Wells Street deck 
infrastructure and tiers and planning for the Midtown project.  Results from the fundraising feasibility 
study will be shared at an upcoming Board meeting.  MPL will request approximately $3M in capital 
funding for these projects.  Informational item. 

 

The meeting of the Milwaukee Public Library Board’s Building & Development Committee was adjourned 
at 8:32 a.m. on September 3, 2026. 
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Eagles on exterior of MPL Central Library 
 

From the MPL Wiki: 
“The only exceptions to the stone carving were the two gigantic eagles flanking the dome at the roofline. Their 
bodies were modeled in terra cotta and their wings were cast in bronze.” 
Source: Zimmermann, H. Russell, Magnificent Milwaukee: architectural treasures, 1850-1920, 720.977595 Z74, p. 
258 
  

The reference to terra cotta is confirmed in: 
Source: Ferry & Clas, architects, Specifications for the building of the public library and public museum for the city of 
Milwaukee, 022.3 F39, p. 17 
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From a list of contractors in the Historic American Building Survey (HABS) for this building: 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/WI0088/ we find on page 3 that Northwestern Terra Cotta Company of 
Chicago was the firm that supplied the eagles.  On page 4 of this same document, Frank Steven is listed as one of 
the stone carvers for the building but not in connection with the eagles. 
  
However, thanks to research done by Brian Jacobson (local writer and photographer) we have learned that the 
terra cotta eagles were sculpted by artisan Frank Stevens. 
Source: Doings in Grain at Milwaukee, 381 C438, Volume VI, Number 4 (May 1917) p. 8 
 

 
 

 Note: The HABS said "Frank Steven" and the Grain Doings page said "Frank Stevens."  The 1897 City Directory 
says Frank Steven.  
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Future of the Capitol Library Branch 
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Building and Development Committee – September 3, 2026
• Engberg Anderson Architects

• Create Workplan
• Building evaluation and 

schematic designs
• DPW Building Condition 

Assessment – Oct. 2026
• Community Engagement Fall 

2026:
• Outreach to 

Stakeholders
• Listening Sessions
• Workshops
• Focus Groups

• Developer Housing 
Construction Fall 2026

• Winter/Spring 2027 Final 
Library Plans and 
Construction Pricing

• Summer/Fall 2027 –
Construction bidding and 
groundbreaking

CAPITOL/MIDTOWN BRANCH REDEVELOPMENT
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Building and Development Committee – September 3, 2026
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Building and Development Committee – September 3, 2026
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Building and Development Committee – September 3, 2026
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Building and Development Committee – September 3, 2026

raschwe
Text Box
ATTACHMENT A - p. 9 of 10
1. Building & Development Committee Meeting Minutes - 11/03/26
P. 10



Building and Development Committee – September 3, 2026

Midtown Info Sheet – July 15, 2026

The Capitol branch was built in 1964 and renovated in 1995.  It is the third 
oldest branch in the MPL system and one of the smallest branches.  Two 
RFPs for the redevelopment of the Capitol branch were issued in 2018 and 
2019 with no actionable proposals.  The Capitol site’s redevelopment is 
challenged by the small lot size of the current location and no acceptable 
sites in its service area for a mixed-use development similar to the new 
MLK branch.

The Midtown site offers an opportunity for a new library similar to MPL’s 
recently redeveloped branches.  This is also an opportunity to revitalize 
Midtown Center.  A new MPL Midtown branch would be co-located in the 
former Walmart building with another municipal use with frontage on 
Hope Avenue (50,000 SF Total).  A large, self-storage retail tenant would be 
located at the back of the former Walmart building (Total 100,000 SF).  
Across Hope Avenue the Gorman Company will be developing 100 
apartments in 2026 with another 100 apartments in a second phase.

Midtown Location
1.3 miles east of Capitol Branch.  2.6 miles west of Atkinson Branch
Midtown = 17,000 to 18,000 SF branch with space for large community 
room, early voting and makerspace.  90+ parking spaces.  11 million 
estimated cost for new library at Midtown.
Capitol = 12,777 SF branch and 30 parking spots.  Renovation costs 
estimated at 6 million (7.5 million with a 2000SF addition on west side of 
current building)
Midtown has similar walk scores and bus access to Capitol branch

Aldermanic Representation
Atkinson District 1 – Andrea Pratt Rufus King Neighborhood
Capitol District 10 – Sharlen Moore Dineen Park 
Neighborhood
Midtown District 2 – Mark Chambers Capitol Heights 
Neighborhood

Next Steps
Assessment of former Walmart building by the Department of Public 
Works
Engberg Anderson has been recruited for Architectural and Engineering 
services at Midtown
Community Engagement
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CAPITAL PROJECTS 2026 
 

 

    Updated 11/4/2026 
 
 
Current Projects: 

 
Project: MPL-C24-012 – ($204,668) Central C-Cure 9000 Upgrade (Access Control)  

   Contractor:  JCI 
 
Project: MPL-C25-009 – ($2,986,150)+($20,000)+($48,000)MPL Central Fire Alarm Upgrade  
Contractor: Wil-Surge Elec, IBC Engineering, Concord Group 

 
Project: MPL-C26-006 – ($117,100) Central Library - Metasys controller upgrades   

   Contractor:  JCI 
 
Project: MPL-C26-007 – ($439,292) Central Library - Masonry Restoration Phase 1  
Contractor: Engineer: GRAEF, Concord Group 

 
 

 
Future: 

 
Project: MPL Central Library - Masonry Restoration Phase 2 (RFP ongoing) 
Contractor: Funded 2026 - Engineer: GRAEF, Concord Group  
 
Project: MPL Central Library Terrace Repair Design 
Contractor:  Requested 2027 – ($1,000,000)   
 
Project: MPL Zablocki Library Window Replacement Design  
Contractor:  Requested 2027 – ($2,000,000) will request again in 2028 
 
Project: MPL Central Library – Rotunda and Centennial Hall Paint Restoration 
Contractor:  Requested 2027 – ($275,000) will request again in 2028 
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