
Establishing a Milwaukee 
Intermodal Terminal
International trade relies on the use of and access to intermodal 
containers. With the exception of a private terminal serving Ashley 
Furniture in Arcadia and a public one in Chippewa Falls featuring 
Menards as an anchor tenant, all Wisconsin container traffic must 
be drayed (trucked) out-of-state to railheads.

POTENTIAL LOGISTICS SAVINGS
Virtually all of this traffic is drayed to Chicago at a cost of around 
$500 from the Milwaukee area and nearly twice that from the 
Fox Valley. Before the previous intermodal ramp at the Port of 
Milwaukee was closed in September 2012, the cost to move a 
container by rail the same distance was less than half the dray cost.

WISCONSIN’S OPPORTUNITY
Today businesses in eastern Wisconsin may have another opportunity 
to realize the real cost savings of an intermodal facility in the 
Milwaukee area. A large exporter has offered to provide matchback 
service for any import containers that would arrive in Milwaukee. 
Identifying sufficient balancing import traffic is crucial to justify the 
operation, shorten the dray for Wisconsin shippers, and avoid Chicago.

Three Class I railroads serving the Milwaukee area can be approached 
about moving this freight, but sufficient volume must first be identified 
before the business case can be made to invest in a terminal.

THE IMPORT CHALLENGE
Ocean shippers today command four times the revenue on imports 
as they do on exports. Identifying a core group of Wisconsin 
importers who could pool their container flows (through a non-
disclosure agreement) would allow for large enough volume of 
imports to be identified and help determine which steamship 
services would be needed to make a Milwaukee terminal function.

GET CONNECTED!
If your business imports intermodal containers and you would like 
to explore the potential of saving logistics costs with a Milwaukee-
area terminal, please contact Jason Culotta at WMC, the state’s 
chamber of commerce, at (608) 258-3400 or jculotta@wmc.org. 
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