
 
 
 

City of Milwaukee 
Election Commission 

 

Additional ChangesAdditional ChangesAdditional Changes   

Signing the Poll Book 
Voters must sign the poll book in order to 
obtain a ballot. The poll book now contains 
a signature block for each voter. Although 
there are two identical poll books for every 
ward, only one poll book will be designated 
to be signed.  

Voters physically unable to sign the poll 
book are exempt from this requirement. 
Election officials will write “exempt” in your 
signature block.  

Voter Registration Changes  
There is no voter registration on the 
Saturday, Sunday, or Monday before an 
election.  

You must reside at your address for 28 
consecutive days to be eligible to vote. A 
corroborating witness may no longer be 
used for proof of residence.  

Without acceptable proof of residence (i.e., 
utility bill, bank statement, Wisconsin ID, 
paycheck, government document, lease, 
etc. in your name at your current address), 
you are required to register more than 20 
days before the election.  

A City of Milwaukee Special Registration 
Deputy can register Milwaukee voters up to 
20 days before an election. First-time 
Wisconsin voters registering by mail still 
need to send proof of residence.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2011 WISCONSIN 
ACT 23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECENT CHANGES 
TO WISCONSIN  
ELECTION LAWS 

Effective 2012 
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Our goal is for all eligible City of Milwaukee voters 
to be able to cast their vote and have it counted.   



Photo IdentificationPhoto IdentificationPhoto Identification   
 

 

 

 

Acceptable Forms of Photo ID 
Your photo ID does not need to show a current 
address.  

Wisconsin driver’s license*  
Wisconsin DOT-issued ID card* 
Military ID card* 
U.S. passport* 

 

 * The above documents may not have 
expired earlier than the  

November 2, 2010 election. 

 

Certificate of naturalization issued 
within the last two (2) years 

Unexpired Wisconsin driving license or 
state ID receipt 

ID card issued by a federally 
recognized Indian tribe in Wisconsin 

Unexpired ID issued by a Wisconsin-
accredited university or college which 
contains the following information: 
 Date of Issuance, signature of 

student, and expiration date within 
two (2) years of issuance, along with 
proof of current enrollment. 

 

Please contact Wisconsin DOT-Department 
of Motor Vehicle (DMV) for information about 
obtaining a Wisconsin ID card (Free of 
Charge) for voting purposes.   

 
 

We recommend applying for a photo ID as 
soon as possible. 

Wisconsin residents are now required to 
show a photo ID before receiving a ballot on 
Election Day.  The following is a list of 
acceptable forms of photo ID: 

Absentee VotingAbsentee VotingAbsentee Voting   

 

Changes to Absentee Voting 
 

In-person absentee voting is now limited to 
the two weeks before an election.  Absentee 
voting ends at the close of business the 
Friday before the election. 

The new law prohibits absentee voting and 
voter registration the Saturday, Sunday, or 
Monday before an election. 

In-person absentee voting requires the 
same type of photo ID required at the polls. 

Absentee Ballot Requests 
 

Absentee requests for ballots sent by mail 
must be accompanied by a photocopy of an 
acceptable form of photo ID. 

If submitting an absentee request via fax or 
e-mail, you may either include a photocopy 
of your ID with your absentee request or 
with your ballot. 

Once the Election Commission has received 
a photocopy of your ID, you will not be 
required to send photocopies with future 
absentee requests unless you change your 
name or address since initially providing 
your ID.  Please read your absentee ballot 
instruction letter very carefully. We want 
your vote to count! 

Indefinitely confined electors are not 
required to provide a photo ID with their 
application.  By signing the absentee ballot 
certificate envelope, the witness is certifying 
that they have verified the name and 
address of the voter.  This also applies to 
those electors who are currently permanent 
absentee ballot recipients. 

Hospitalized Voters  
Hospitalized voters may appoint an agent to 
pick up their absentee ballot from the 
Election Commission office. The agent must 
present the hospitalized voter’s photo ID to 
the Election Commission office.  

Photo ID Exemptions & ExceptionsPhoto ID Exemptions & ExceptionsPhoto ID Exemptions & Exceptions   

 
Photo ID Exemptions  
Photo ID is not required for the following 
absentee voters:  

 

Military voters 
Voters who are permanently overseas 
 
 
 
 

The following electors may, in lieu of 
providing a copy of the photo ID, provide a 
witness signature and address:  
 
 

Indefinitely confined voters 
Current permanent absentee ballot 

recipients 
Nursing home residents and other 

voters who have ballots delivered by 
Special Voting Deputies 

Residents of Care Facilities who are not 
visited by Special Voting Deputies. 

Provisional Ballots  
Voters who are required but unable to 
provide an acceptable photo ID will become 
provisional voters.  
 
Provisional ballots are not counted 
unless the voter provides the Election 
Commission office with an acceptable photo 
ID by 4 p.m. the Friday after the election.  

 
 

CITY OF MILWAUKEE   
ELECTION COMMISSION  
200 E. Wells St., Rm. 501 

Milwaukee, WI  53202 
Phone: (414) 286-3491  

Fax: (414) 286-8445 
www.milwaukee.gov/election 

 
 

 

Contact Wisconsin DOT if you have further 
questions about obtaining a FREE ID for 

voting purposes: 

 
 

■ Call: (608) 266-2353 or 
■ Visit DMV’s website: 

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/drivers/ 
drivers/apply/idcard.htm 

 

Election Day Photo ID Exception 
Confidential voters 
Electors required to surrender their DL 

or driving receipt. 
Please contact the Election Commission 
for further information. 
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