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10 tips on how to avoid a tragic headline
The following are time proven life-safety issues every nightclub, tavern,
or bar  owner and operator need to know about and monitor to avoid a

substantial fine or worse...a place in history for the next tragedy.
1. Check exits for clear accessibility and operation. Tables

and chairs can not extend into the exit pathway. Are the
exit lights lit and visible? Check stairwells and corridors.
Locked or blocked exits and stairwells KILL!

2. Is your Occupancy Permit and Capacity posted in plain sight?
Obey occupancy limits for the comfort and safety of your
patrons. Previous disasters most often include a violation of
occupancy limits. Today a stampede can be triggered by the
slightest mention of a gun, a fight or a fire. Call 286-8207 to
inquire about a  replacement certificate and the fee. Maximum
penalties can be as high as $10,000 for the first offense,
$15,000 for the second and $20,000 for the third and each
subsequent offence in a calandar year.

3. Monitor your clientele.  If you let in outsiders, underage
drinkers, or those seeking a confrontation without knowing
about local criminal activity, gang action, or flash points for
confrontation, it can put the safety of all at risk.

4. Are you using extension cords? They can ONLY be used
temporarily (90 days) for seasonal lighting. Multi-outlets can
NOT be used at any time with an extension cord. Secure
extension cords if used.

5. Are fire extinguishers charged with a current date tag?
They need to be checked every year.

6. Are gas cylinders chained to prevent tipping?  If tipped
and the valve breaks off, it takes off like a rocket. Chains
prevent tipping.

7. Check for storage of flammables and combustibles. Are
the curtains and decorations flame-resistant? Do you have
the certificate to prove it? Are curtains labeled correctly
with fire-treatment date stamp?

8. ANY use of pyrotechnics (fireworks) requires a permit. Do you
know your performer’s routine? Call 286-8210 for permits.

9. Every business is required to have on file a written
emergency evacuation plan. Employees are required to
be trained on it. Do you know about your plan?

10. More life-safety tips are available from the Department of
Neighborhood Services at : 
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