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Manufacturing at The Port of Milwaukee Grew in 2006 

The subfreezing temperatures that the Midwest has experienced this winter reminds us why power companies like WE Energies need to expand their fossil fuel and alternative energy facilities.  The Port of Milwaukee has seen some economic benefits from these expansion projects.
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These welded structures are part of a coal plant being manufactured in the Milwaukee area, and will be loaded on deck barges for transit to the lakefront construction site. Advance Boiler and Tank, a port tenant and general contractor has hired 5 additional steam fitters and 15 additional boiler makers to manufacture the pieces moving in and out by barge.  Another Port-based contractor, Gillen Company, had a growth in personnel by 20% in 2006 due in large part for the ability to manufacture and barge right at the Port.
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Large sections of stainless steel were transported in hopper barges from Tennessee early in 2006. The finished products were these manufactured filters used in the different stages of purifying smoke, which were then delivered to a lakefront construction site by deck barge late in the fall.

In addition to the increase in deck barge movement, Milwaukee handled 36 river barges in 2006 that transited either upbound or downbound the inland river system; and it took [image: image3.png]


over 500 hopper barge trips to deliver coal to the downtown Milwaukee coal plant from the Port of Milwaukee last year.

The inland river system offers Wisconsin companies the opportunity to access markets otherwise not cost effective to enter.  With alternative fuels becoming more popular, the Port of Milwaukee has the opportunity to offer companies manufacturing products like biodiesel the competitive edge to reach markets to our south.  “Alternative fuels and alternative energy projects are growing fast. Inland ports will play an important role in the development of these facilities and the transportation of their products,” said Betty Nowak, Marketing Manager of the Port.
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