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The Healthier Wisconsin Partnership Program, a part of the Blue Cross & Blue Shield 
endowment fund at the Medical College of Wisconsin, recently awarded the Wisconsin 
Department of Health and Family Services (DHFS) a $50,000 strategic planning and community 
mobilization grant to address the disproportionate impact of STDs and unintended pregnancies 
on African Americans in Milwaukee. Under this grant, the DHFS is partnering with the 
Milwaukee Health Department (MHD), Health Care Education and Training (HCET), and 
faculty at the Medical College of Wisconsin (MCW).  
 
In developing the grant application, the DHFS identified a compelling need to address major 
health disparities related to sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and adolescent pregnancies in 
Milwaukee: 
• Wisconsin ranks 21st out of 50 states for its combined case rate for chlamydia, gonorrhea, 

and syphilis.  
• Milwaukee County, where 50% of reported STDs occur, has Wisconsin’s highest STD case 

rate.  
• Among 63 cities cited by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

Milwaukee ranks 10th highest in STD case rates.  
• In Milwaukee zip codes with the highest prevalence of reported STDs, 22% of 15-19 year 

olds had a STD in 2004. 
• African Americans, who represent 25% of Milwaukee’s residents, accounted for 49% of 

reported STD cases in the city.  
• Milwaukee has the second highest percent of births to teens in the 50 largest US cities in 

2002.  
• Nearly 26% of teen births in Milwaukee are to adolescents who are already parents.  
 
Project timetable 
From March – June 2006, project partners will conduct enhanced analysis of Wisconsin STD and 
teen pregnancy surveillance data and other data in Milwaukee zip codes with the highest STD 
morbidity and teen pregnancy rates. The MHD will sponsor in-depth needs assessments 
including focus groups, key informant interviews, and street intercept contacts to develop a 
better understanding of barriers and factors that increase access for youth in need of STD and 
family planning resources. The project will build on previous community efforts by reviewing 
literature on evidence-based best practices, inventorying service providers, and assessing 
service gaps with a focus on the overlap of STD and family planning services. This information 
will be used to develop a series of brief analytic papers and other planning resources to support 
short-term, community planning. Examples of topics to be explored, among others, include: 
• service models integrating STD and family planning services; 
• strategies for improving access to the Wisconsin Family Planning Waiver Program, 

particularly for youth needing STD and family planning services; 



• other states’ legislative initiatives targeting African American health disparities; and 
identification of new and secure funding streams to support integrate models of care. 

 
From July – December 2006, the project will convene a community planning group composed of 
diverse consumers, providers, and other non-traditional partners to review needs assessment 
data and develop an action plan for STD, HIV, and unintended pregnancies. Additional 
outcomes may include submission of grant proposals to other private and public grant sources, 
including the Healthier Wisconsin Partnership Program, consideration of legislative proposals 
that could be forwarded for the 2006-2008 state biennial budget, and linking to and 
strengthening ongoing alliances to implement other recommendations resulting from the 
planning process. 
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