
Community Voices Working Group Minutes  
2nd Meeting: July 19th, Wednesday,  

1:30pm-2:30pm 
 
In attendance: Deborah Thompson, Karen Johnson, Robert Crymes, Lorraine Lathen, 
Seth Foldy, Salima Kasinova, Fabiola Torres, David Garcia 
 
• Update on Community Mapping/Observation was done 

o Focus group results with Plain Talk Ambassadors 
The focus group was conducted at the Martin Luther King Community Center with approximately 8 teenagers 
present. All of the teenagers were African American. The entire session lasted approximately 30 minutes.  The 
question was asked, “Where do teens hang out?” and “Where do you go to meet with other teens?” The intent was to 
find places where teens may meet one another socially that could potentially perpetuate risks for UP/STDs. The 
responses were: 

• On the streets (Center, Galena, Garfield, North, Burleigh, Locust, St. Paul, Cherry, Lisbon, Buffum) 
• Mayfair Mall 
• Northtown movies 
• At home 
• Boys & Girls club 
• Parks 
• Lakefront 
• Downtown 
• Messmer 
• Walmart 
• College parties 
• Festivals: Summerfest; State Fair 
• Teen clubs: Amistad; Lady Bug  
 

Among the responses, the majority of  teens agreed that there are minimal place for them to spend their time, 
especially during the summer months.  Even the mere question of “Where do teens hang out?” was initially 
responded with comments like, “What do you mean?” implying that specific locations for teens did not exist.  The 
question was reiterated “Where do you go to meet with other teens?” which was then more comprehendible. The 
question of where teens “hook up” was not well understood by the teens and may be better asked in a one on one 
setting. 

o Observation of Target Area was reported 
 Coggs Center 
 MLK Community Ctr. 
 Washington Park 
 Other Parks in the Area 

Date: 22 June, 2006  Time: 1pm - 2.30 pm   Team members: David  Garcia, Fabiola Torres and Salima Kasimova 
 
Marcia Coggs Center - This place was recommended for mapping during last community voice meeting, however 
this agency mostly provides social services and there were no activities concerning teens. 
Washington Park - almost no activities related to adolescents, mainly kids and their parents were observed. A couple 
teens played basketball. Tiefenthatler and Johnsons parks - no activity connected to teens. 
 
In general there was minimal teen activity at these sites during this specific time. It was evident to us that the 
temperature (extreme heat) and time (1-2.30 pm) was not conducive to teen’s summer schedule of activity.  An 
attempt to visit these places during evening hours and other places where teens go (like clubs, recreation centers, 
movie theaters, fast food places and so forth) will be done by next work group meeting. The community working 
group also agreed that the evening hours would yield more teen activity.  

 



o Ladybug Teen Night Club Observation was reported  
Setting: Ladybug club 
Date: 5 July, 2006 
Teen night: the majority were 13 - 17 year old, however there were a couple of groups of “older” (21-23 year old) 
young men; perhaps it is one of the places, where female adolescents meet “older” men. Most of club’s attendees 
were Caucasian adolescents; there were less African American adolescents. 
  
Activities: Mainly, adolescents were dancing, talking/communicating and smoking. Girls’ behaviors were in some 
way aggressive (dancing) and a lot of them initiated contact with male peers.  
 
Positive aspects of this place: 
• No availability of alcohol. 
• Security staff, clients are made aware that it is teen night at the door. 
 

• Input on Focus Group Questions  
Community working group reframed several questions and wanted the language to be written so that teens could 
understand them better.  The questions will be e-mailed to the community working group for final approval. 

 
• Input on  Recruitment of African American Youth 15-19, 20-24 

The recommendation was reiterated to have focus groups split by female/male and by age groups. A contact was 
given by Karen Johnson to use a youth corrections facility for a couple of focus groups. Also, St Gabriel’s Church 
has given us permission to use their facility and drop in program that houses many youth from ages 8-17 from 6pm – 
8pm in their gym for recruitment. An emphasis was stated to try to recruit drop out students and kids that are 
borderline in school, such as those in charter schools. The Boys/Girls Club was also recommended for recruitment.  
Jim Addison from Black Health Coalition and Joe Voke from Community Advocates as well as Boys and Girls 
clubs were recommended as places to recruit cultural experts to assist with the Community Voices Project.  
 

• Next meeting scheduled for September 20th, 2006 at United Way from 1:30-3:30 
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